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HISTORY OF

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY
BIOGRAPHICAL
Adams, George, deceased, for many years one of the most prominent and public spirited citizens of Schuylkill county, was born in
Windsor township, Berks county, March 3, 1828. He was a son of
Samuel and Catherine (Strausser) Adams. In early life he learned
the carpenter's trade and located in Ashland, removing from there
to Middleport, where he entered the employ of the Philadelphia &
Reading railroad as foreman in charge of the building of bridges
and stations. He also built numerous breakers for private concerns.
He resigned his position with the railroad company and
secured employment at one of the boat-yards located at Landingville. In 1858 he started in business for himself.
Mr. Adams carried
on boat building on a scale larger than any of his competitors,
sometimes employing as high as 50 men, and had six boats on
stocks at one time.
This business was conducted continuously
for thirty-two years, and was only discontinued by reason of the
abandonment of that portion of the Schuylkill canal between
Schuylkill Haven and Port Clinton, this having been the only outlet for the larger type of boats built during the later years of the
industry in this section. At first boats were constructed for the
Schuylkill canal with a carrying capacity of 80 tons, and later with
a freight limit of 300 tons for trade along New York, Baltimore
and New Haven. In 1866 he purchased a farm in this county and
by industry and perseverance built up what later became the village
of Adamsdale. In 1875 he erected a hotel and later a general store
which is still conducted by the estate. Besides these, several residences and a wheelwright shop were put up. In 1891 with two
partners he established the Adams Shoe Company of Adamsdale.
The first factory was the rear of the general store conducted by Mr.
Adams, but in 1900 a three-story frame building, 40 feet wide by
2— Vol.
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loo in length, was built and in this the industry has since been
Mr. Adams was twice married. His first wife was
carried on.
Miss Eliza Deiner. and from this union there were nine children,
They are George, Richard, l-'rank,
seven of wluvin are living.
Charles, John, Robert and Katherine i'llizabeth, the last named of
whom is married and lives in Landingville. .\fter death had annulled the first marriage .Mr. .\dams married Mrs. Diana Schall, a
widow, and a daughter of Rev. I'hilip Mayer, who for more than
Mr. Adams'
forty years was a minister of the Reformed church.

death occurred on March 5, 1901, and was mourned by all who
him. 'l"he borough which was named after him will stand
as a lasting monument to his memory. He was a man of unexcelled
ability, stalwart Christian princijiles and unsullied honor.
Albert, J. V., M. D., a prominent physician and surgeon of Pine
^^
Grove, was born in Lebanon county, I'a., on Jan. 27, 1849.
is a son of John and Catherine (Urich) Albert, both of Lebanon
county. The father was a miller and operated a mill at Greble
Both he and his wife were zealous and devout
all his active life.
members of the Reformed church and he held offices in the same.
The mother died in 1894 at the age of seventy-five years and the
father in February. 1903. at the age of eighty-si.x. They were the
parents of three children. The eldest, Uavid, was a doctor of medicine who died in Greble at the age of twenty-four, two years after
starting in the practice of his profession. Rebecca is the widow of

knew

William Louser and lives in Lebanon. The subject of this sketch,
the youngest child of his parents, attended the academy at Myerstown and Rucknell college for a year and a half for his preliminary
education. He began his medical studies when he was but sixteen
years of age, doing considerable reading in the office of Dr. Frankenbower at M^erstown. In 1870 he w-as granted the degree of
Doctor of Medicine by the faculty of the Jefferson Medical college
of Philadelphia and at once began his professional practice at
Myerstown. Subsequently he went to Millersburg and since 1880
has been a general practitioner in Pine Grove. His practice has
steadily increased with each year and he is recognized as a leader
in the profession, being often called in consultation with other
physicians.

He

is

the oldest

member

of the

profession in the

borough, and is actively interested in the welfare of the community. Politically he is an adherent of the Democratic party and
as such served one term as deputy coroner. On Sept. 30, 1867, Dr.
Albert married Miss Emma E. Fisher, a native of Berks county
and a daughter of Adam and .A.melia (Filbert) Fisher. The one
child of this union, Claude X., is now grown to manhood and conducts a stationery store in Pine Grove. The son married Rebecca
Fair, by whom he had two children, both deceased.
The doctor
and his wMfe are members of the Reformed church and the doctor
is an active worker in the Royal Arcanum, of which he is medical
examiner.
Albright, Hiester S., at the head of the shoe manufacturing firm
of H. S. Albright & Co., of Orwigsburg, was born in Schuylkill
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20, 1856, a ^on of William S. and Amanda (Bodeyj
Albright, natives of the Keystone state. The father was a farmer
and dealer in live-stock and died in 1868 at the age of thirty-two
years. The mother is still living, making her home with an unThis daughter, Bella V., is
married daughter in Orwigsburg.
the only other living member beside the subject of this sketch of a
Mr. Albright left school when he was
family of five children.
twelve years of age and "hired out" as a clerk in an Orwigsburg
store.
Then he served an apprenticeship in the shoe cutters' trade
for three years and after two years as a master of the trade he
This furnished him a good means of
drifted into the business.
livelihood for a number of years and in 1880 he embarked in the
shoe manufacturing industry with a partner, under the firm name
This partnership continued until 1883,
of Albright & Brown.
when Mr. Brown severed his connection with the firm and the
name was changed to H. S. Albright & Co., with George C. Diefenderfer as the other member. The firm has an enviable reputation
as makers of high class goods and it has been most successful. Ori
Jan. 6, 1886, Mr. Albright married Miss Virginia F. Newhard, of
Lebanon, Pa., a daughter of James J. Newhard. This marriage
was blessed with one child, Nellie Virginia, a graduate of the Allentown college for women, in the class of 1905. Mrs. Albright died
in February, 1899, at the age of thirty-two.
Mr. Albright is a
member of the Reformed church, a thirty-second degree Mason
and a member of the various Masonic bodies. Although not active
he is an interested adherent of the Republican party. Probably no
man in Schuylkill county is better or more favorably known than
Mr. Albright; who is always a leader in any enterprise that has for
its object the betterment of the county or state.
Albright, Morgan S., steward of the Schuylkill county almshouse, is a son of Joseph and Esther (Sheridan) /Albright, and was

county on June

born

in

West Brunswick township, on Dec. 27, 1842. He attended
home town and at the age of fifteen years

the public schools of his

began working on his father's farm. At the age of twenty-two he
purchased a farm of his own, which he conducted for ten years.
In 1874 he went into the butcher's business, in which line he continued for twenty-five years, and followed that for three years by
dealing in cattle and horses. In 1902 he was elected steward of
the alms-house, which position he is at present occupying. On
Aug. 29, 1864, Mr. Albright married Susannah E. Diebert, daughter
of Joseph and Elizabeth (Drumheller) Diebert, of North Manheim
township. From this union eight children were born, and of them
record is here made: Alvin A., of Pottstown, Pa.; William M.,
living in Louisiana; Hetty R., married to Allen Smith, of Orwigsburg; Nora C, married to Burd Linder, postmaster at Orwigsburg;
Annie, deceased
Margaret, living at home and two daughters
who died before reaching maturity. Mr. Albright is a member of
the Free Masons and his family are members of the Reformed
church of Orwigsburg.
;

;
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Allison, Robert, ntinil. a pioncir citizen of rort Carbon aiul for
nianv yiar?. a pri imini-iit timiri- in tiic scicntitic world, was born in
MiiUilcton, 'rci'sdali-. Durliani coiintv. Mnijlanil, on Dec. 25. 1SJ7.
He is one of five snrvivinj; children of Joseph and Elizabeth Allison, the others Ueinp; ICmily (Mrs. Evans), Martha, Louise and
Jane. With his mother he came to the I'nitcd States in 1830, the
father having come a year previous and made a home for the family
His early life was that of any boy of the
in Schuylkill county.
region, attending school until twelve years old and when between
twelve and sixteen years of age working in the mines in summer
and going to school in the winter. In his seventeenth year he
entered the machine shops of Haywood & Snyder of Hottsville
as an apprentice to the machinist's trade and after he had become
a journeyman he was employed by the firm for two years. Then
he accepted a position as foreman in the machine shops of Tobias
W'intersteen at Port Carbon and served in that capacity until 1862.
In that year he formeil a partnership with F. 15. Banmaii and established the I'ranklin Iron works at Port Carbon and fourteen years
He conlater he |nircliased Mr. P>anman's interest in the concern.
tinueti in the active management of it until 1901, when he disposed
of his control to William A. Gathers, and since that time has lived
a retired life. While actively engaged in his vocation Mr. Allison
established a world-wide reputation for himself and had many
unique experiences. While in the empliiv of llaywood & Snyder
he assisted in the erection of the first coal breaker ever erected in
the territory between Port Carbon and St. Clair. When that same
company built the Montour Iron works at Danville he was one of
their workmen, and when the mill was coinpleted he remained in
Danville to see turned out the first T-rail ever rolled in this country.
Many of the inventions which are today used to great extent in
mining are the result of Mr. Allison's hard labor and experiments.
Among his inventions which have become universally used are
the Cataract steam pump, the hydraulic feed for diamond drills,
percussion rock drills and compressed air engines. Shipments of
these instruments and machinery are made to all parts of the world.
Mr. Allison has been twice married. In 1849 h^ ^^'^^ united to Miss
Catherine Thornburg, daughter of Solomon Thornburg, of Pottsville.
Twelve children blessed this union, of whom two sons,
Joseph and William, are deceased. The surviving members are
Emily, Kate, Laura. Minnie, Louise. Fannie. Charles. Frank. Carrie
and Nellie. Death annulled the first marriage in 1880. and in 1882
Mrs. Mary M. Stocker of Philadelphia became the wife of Mr.
Allison. There are no children by the second union. The family
are all devout communicants of the Presbyterian church.
The

father is a member of Schuylkill Lodge, Xo. 27, Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, and for a number of years past has been treasurer.
In Masonic circles he is also prominent, being a member of the
Pulaski Blue Lodge, the Constantine Commandery, Knights
Templars, and the Lulu Temple. Ancient Arabic Order Nobles
of the Mystic Shrine, of Philadelphia, and for many years has

—
1;
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been a member of the An'ierican InsliUilc of Mining Engineers
and of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. In political
matters he is a RepubUcan and as such has at dil'ferent times Ijcen

'

the successful candidate for election to the offices of school director
and borough councilman. His business interests include manyenterprises, not only in Port Carbon, but also in other cities anrl
counties.
He is a director of the Schuylkill Trust Company, the
Pottsville Gas Company, treasurer of the Port Carbon Electric
Light Company, trustee of the Miners' hospital at Ashland, and
is financially interested in the Turkey Gap Coal & Coke Company
When Mr. Allison first came to Port Carbon
of West Virginia.
it was a place of very few inhabitants, and his family located on
the property opposite to where the Catholic church now stands.
For more than sixty years he has been a large factor in the development of the borough, and he may justly feel proud of his connection with it.
Allott, Rev. R. D., was born in England and is the son of Robert
W. and Annie (Snaith) Allott. He is one of a family of eight
five sis'ters and three brothers.
Of his sisters, Mary married John
English of Kaska, Schuylkill county Anna married Thomas Main,
of Chester, Pa. Madeline married Willard Linn, of Philadelphia
His two brothers are Robert and
Ida and Jenny are at home.
William. All of the family are living. The parents of Rev. R.
D. Allott came to the LTnited States when he was one and a half
years old and located in Pottsville, Schuylkill county. He obtained
his early education in the public schools and his academic training
at the theological seminary in Pennington, N. J., where he was
;

;

graduated in 1902. His first appointment was to Bridgeboro, N. J.,
and the second to Atglen, Chester count}^. Pa., coming from that
place to Schuylkill Haven. The First Methodist Episcopal church
of Schuylkill Haven, of which he is pastor, was organized in 1849.
It was closed in 1875 and after being closed for over a quarter of
a century was reorganized in 1902 by Rev. C. T. Isenberger, with
a membership of seventy-nine.
A new brick church was erected
at a cost of $8,500, on St. John street. After a three years' pastorate
Rev. Mr. Isenberger was transferred to the Windsor Street Methodist church of Reading, Pa., and was followed in Schuylkill Haven
by Rev. Broder Matzen, who was pastor one year, going then to
Churchtown, Lancaster county. Pa. In March, 1906, Rev. Ralph
D. Allott became pastor, the membership having increased to one
hundred and thirteen. On July 7, 1906, Rev. R. D. Allott was married to Miss Estella B. Coldren, daughter of John D. and Kate B.
(Becker) Coldren, of Schuylkill Haven. Previous to her marriage
Mrs. Allott was a music teacher and is a very fine musician. Mr.
Allott IS a member of the Philomathean society, a college fraternity.
In politics he is independent, being in favor of reform
government.
Archbald, James, Jr., was born in Scranton, Pa., Feb. 19, 1866.
He comes from a family well known throughout the anthracite

22
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>l
reirioii, and wliich lias lu-i-n pT'iniiiK-m in its ilcvcloiinu-nt.
^raiullatluTs, one. James Arcliliald. ]>laiitK'(i, l)uilt and nianancd llie
)i'la\vare ^: IIudsi>n (anal ('nini)any, the
fjravilv railroail <>l" llufirst railroad to enter tlie Lackawanna rejjion.and later hecanie chief
engineer of the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western railroad; while
his maternal grandfather. Josei>h |. Alhripht, was Reneral manaj^fer
of the coal dejiartment of the Helawarc & Hudson. Colonel Archbald's father, also named James, was a ca])tain in the i.^2d Pennsylvania volimteer infantrv dnrinjj the Civil w-ar and in 1X70 succeeded his father as chief enpinecr of the Delaware, Lackawanna &
Western railroad. Cdlonel ,\rchhald is also a nephew of Jud;.c<-'
Robert Wodrow .Xrchhald of the Lnited States district court. He
was educatetl at I'hillips .\cademy, Andover, Mass., and at Yale
Mis business career
university, graduatinc: at the latter in 1887.
was begun with the Barber Asphalt Paving Comfiany in Scranton
and Wilkes Barre, varied by engineering work in winter. Some
time also was devoted to the study of law. .After i8<jo he was for
two years mana.ger of the Stcrrick Creek Coal Comjiany at Peckvillc. Pa., and for si.\ years manager of the .Mliright Coal Cgmpany
In 1898 he became associated
at Llewellyn in Schuylkill county.
with his father-in-law, Maj. Heber S. Thompson, as a civil and
mining engineer at Pottsville. He is a director of the Miners'
National bank of Pottsville; of the Edison Electric Illuminatin.g
Company <ii the Royal Wholesale Grocery Company and is a
director and treasurer of the Young Men's Christian Association.
J^e is also a member of the Pottsville club, and i)residcnt of the
Outdoor club of Pottsville. Colonel Archbald's military history
dates back to 1880 when he began his career as a regimental guide
or "marker," being then a member of Company C of the 13th regiment, Pennsylvania National Guard. The late Col. Henry M. Boies
was in command of the regiment, Col. Ezra H. Ripple, now assistant
adjutant-general, was the major, and Lieut. Louis A. W'atres, later
lieutenant-governor of the state, and recently commander of the
i.^th Regiment, was then second in command of Company C.
I'nder such officers there was a discijdine maintained unusual in a
militia regiment, and the training given was very valuable.
As
a member of the 13th, Colonel Archbald attended the first division
encampment at Fairmount Park in 1880. Three years later, on
entering college, he was honorably discharged, but did not relax
his interest in military matters, keeping himself informed as to the
drill re.gulations, so that when the Spanish-American war broke
out his ser\ices were sought as drillmaster for a battalion organized
in Schuylkill county. The services of this battalion were not, however, accepted, and at the request of the state authorities, he organized Company
of the nth infantry, of the Provisional National
Guard which he commanded until the reorganization of the National
(

I

;

;

M

M

in 1899. when Company
was consolidated with Company
of the 4th infantry and Captain Archbald was chosen as captain
of that organization.
He at once instituted measures for the

Guard

F

systematic development of the company, making

it

one of the best
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the state, and served w'fth it through the anthracite strike of
Pressure of business, however, compelled his reluctant resignation on April i, 1901, though he has ever since maintained an
active and close connection with his old command, and his efforts
Colonel
for the advancement of its interests have been untiring.
Archbald returned to the service on Feb. 4, 1904, when he was appointed an aide-de-camp on the staff of Governor Pennypacker with
the rank of lieutenant-colonel.
On Feb. 14, 1907, he was reappointed by Governor Stuart. He is known throughout the guard
for his intelligence and zeal in its service. He is an earnest student
of military affairs and one of the type of men who have made the
Pennsylvania National Guard a noted and efficient body of troops.
The interesting ancestral history of Colonel Archbald is traceable
His paternal grandfather,
in America to the early Colonial days.
James Archbald, was the fourth of that name in direct descent and
was a descendant of Robert Wodrow, the Scotch historian. He
in

1900.

was born in Scotland and came to this country with his parents
when a youth of twelve years. His life work has been mentioned
preceding page. The town of Archbald, above Scranton, was
on
named in his honor. The long line of American descent is reprea,

sented in greater degree by the paternal grandmother, who in
maidenhood was Sarah Augusta Temple Frothingham. She was
a native of New England, and a descendant in the iifth generation
from William Frothingham who came from England in 1630 and
settled at Charlestown, Mass. Some of her ancestors were officers

during the Revolution. Colonel Archbald's
maternal grandfather was Joseph J. Albright, who was born in
Nazareth, Pa. His early life was spent in manufacturing iron in
Pennsylvania and Virginia, where he owned and operated furnaces.
His later life work has alreadj? been briefly mentioned. His ancestors were Moravians. The Albright library in Scranton was
erected as a memorial to him. The maternal grandmother was
Elizabeth Sellers, a representative of a Quaker family near Philadelphia. James Archbald, father of the subject of this sketch, held
the position of chief engineer of the Delaware, Lackawanna &
Western railroad for over thirt}- years. He was at one time the
general manager of the Barber Asphalt Paving Company, and is
in the Colonial armj^

now engaged

constfuction of railroads in Mississippi. He
Colonel Archbald married Maron Oct. 21, 1897, and three children have been

in the

married Hannah M. Albright.
garetta

Thompson

born to them Margaretta Thompson, Sara Thompson and James.
Aregood, Samuel C, senior member of the firm of S. C. Aregood
& Son, contractors and builders, of Pottsville, was born at Port
Carbon, Schuylkill county, May 10, 1840, a son of Isaiah and
Juliana (Kromer) Aregood, the former a native of York Farm,
Schu3dkill county, and the latter of Northampton county, the
grandfathers being among the pioneer settlers of the two counties.
Isaiah Aregood was born in 1810 and while in his boyhood his
family removed to Sn3'der county, where he learned the tailor's
trade, but soon after reaching his majority he returned to Port
:

•
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which lie cniiducted for
then engaged in carpentering, and in later
He died at Port Carbon in iS<)3 at the age
life operated a tin slioji.
of eiglity-threc years. His laniily consisted of the following children: Osnian, Charles, Samuel C, Joseph, Henry, Mary, Susannah and Hannah. C)snian and Charles are deceased; Mary is the
wile of Kli Thompson; Susannah is the wife of \\illiam ClifT; and
Hannah is the wife of William Auer. Samuel C. Aregood was
reared and educated in Port Carbon, where he learned the carpenHe
ters" trade, at which he worked as a journeyman until 1887.
came to Pottsvillc in 1872 and in 1887 he became a mcndjer of the
firm of Wolff & Aregood, contractors, and this partnership lasted
until 1900, when he formed a partnership with his son. Among the
important buildings erected by Aregood & Son may be mentioned
the Humane engine house; John Raring's store and office building
on Center street; Green's jewelry store; as well as a large number
of the finest residences in the city of Pottsville, and it is no disparagement to their competitors to say that no contractors in
Schuylkill county stand higher in the public estimation than they.
On May 23. 1867, Mr. Aregood married Miss Emm'a, daughter of
John and Xancy (Bell) Griner, of Port Carbon, and of the children born to this union si.K are living, viz: Mary, wife of \\'illiam
Crawshaw Osman. George, Bertlia, Samuel H. and Cora.
Assmann, Rev. Joseph A., the ];npular and greatly esteemed pastor
of the Gcrmnii Catholic clnirch in ^linersville, is a native of Greven-

Carbon and opcnctl
several years.

a tailor's slioji there,

Mc was

;

stein,

\\'estphalia,

Germany, born on March

14,

1868.

He was

reared to young manhood, and began his ministerial studies in his
native land. In 1886 he cama to America and completed his studies
in philosophy and theolog}' at Saint Charles seminary. Overbrook,
Pa. Father Assmann was ordained to the ministry of the Roman
Catholic cluirch at Philadelphia, by the Most Reverend P. J. Ryan,
Archbishop of Phila<Ielphia, May 19, 1894. .A.fter serving the church
in the capacity of assistant rector for several years, Father Assmann
was appointed rector of the Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
his present pastorate, on Sept. 30, 1901. Numerous pastors of high
distinction had preceded him during the fifty-six years from the
organization of the church until the date of this appointment. The
corner stone for the first church was laid on July 8, 1855, Bishop
Freeman officiating. The organization was then numerically weak,
embracing some forty families, among whom w-ere the ancestors of
many of the progressive German-Americans who are today residents of Minersville. The first services were conducted by Father
W'achter. from Pottsville, and the first resident pastor w-as Father
Matthias Meurer, who took charge of the church in 1857, and officiated for about two years; but in the latter part of 1859. the
church was supplied by Fathers Weerner and \\'egmeirer from
Pottsville.
In i860 Father Xewfeld became the resident pastor,
and remained until February, 1862. during which time the membership was largely increased through the influx of new settlers.
Father Schwartz succeeded him and remained the resident pastor for
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a period of twenty-nine years. Tiiis was one of the liistory-making
periods in the existence of the church which has continued, with but
few discouragements, to the present day. Father .Schwartz was
universally beloved by his people, and held in the highest esteem
by all classes of citizens, whether Catholics or Protestants, and
this gave him great prestige in the upbuilding of his church in
Minersville.
He built the pastoral residence, and made many
interior improvements of a permanent character in the adornment
Father Schwartz had sole charge of the
of the church edifice.
church until 1884, when failing health and approaching old age
necessitated the services of assistants, who came from St. Clair
and Pottsville, as needed, but in the year 1888 Rev. Joseph G, Nerz,
who had been rector of a church at St. Clair, was given full charge
Rev. Schwartz remained at
of the Minersville congregation.
Minersville as pastor emeritus until his death.
Golden Jubilee
was celebrated in his honor at the church of St. John the Baptist,
in Pottsville, whereat more than fifty priests from other parishes
assisted in the commemoration of the life work of this venerable
purse containing $1,500 was presented to Father Schwartz
priest.
on this occasion, and with that liberality which had characterized
his life career, he immediately donated $800 to his loved church
at Minersville, to assist in making some needed repairs.
He died
in February, 1892, sincerely mourned by all who knew^ him.
The
church was without a regular pastor until October, 1888, wdien
Father Joseph G. Nerz was installed, and succeeded in doing much
good in the short time of his sojourn among this congregation.
Father Nerz was instrumental in establishing the parochial school,
under the teaching of the sisters of the Order of St. Francis, which
has been a prominent feature in the education of the German Catholic youths of the community.
At present this school is in charge
of three sisters, and 125 students from the 100 families in the
parish are taught in all the essentials of elementarjr education.
Father A. Mersch was appointed pastor in October. 1892. Rev.
Father Peter Masson succeeded Father Mersch in 1894, and Avas
a very efficient and popular pastor. He was young and energetic,
wholly devoted to his chosen calling, and did much for the growing
church. .During his pastorate, which continued until the summer
of 1899, he was instrumental in establishing the missions at Newtown and Blackwood, and built a handsome church edifice at the
former point where forty-five families have since been served by
the pastors of the church of Our Lady of ]\Iount Carmel. He also
added substantial improvements to the church at Minersville. and
left the congregation to take up the work of vice-rector of the
American college at Louvaen, Belgium. Rev. Father Francis
Regnery, a native of Schuylkill county, served one year as pastor
of ,the church at Minersville following the transfer of Father
]\Iasson, and w-as a very acceptable and efficient pastor.
He is now
engaged in pastoral duties at Lehighton, Pa. Rev. Edward George
Werner succeeded Father Regnery- in September, 1900, and served

A

A

the church until the coming of Rev. Father Joseph A.

Assmann,

:
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lie ])rcseiU very efticiciU and popular i)a>l>)r Imiinl
the church, aiui all its interests, in excellent condition; but with
that coniniendahle ambition which permeates the Catliolic cleri^y
everywhere, he has not been williiij; to stand still, lie has liiptidated a considerable debt incurred liy his ])redccessors in rebuilding
the church, an<l the congregation is now entirely free from debt.
Not only this, but he has also adde<l a fine pipe organ, at a cost of
$i,aoo, adorned the church with handsome stained glass windows,
thoroughly renovated the interior of the building, besides making

Sci>t. ,^o. i<K>i.

1

minor improvements.

—

In this age of colossal enterprise and marked
the prominent and successful men are those
whose abilities. ])ersistence and courage lead them into large undertakings and to assume the responsibilities and labors of leaders.
To the subject of this memoir came the attainment of a distinguished position in connection with the great material industries
of the nation, and his efforts were so discerningly directed along
well defined lines that he seems at any one designated ])oint to
liave there realized the full measure of his great possibilities for
accomplishment. His was a truly successful life, as men measure
success, and, over and above this, it was a life guided and governed
by tiie liighest principles of integrity and honor. A man of distinct
and forceful individuality, he left his impress upon the industrial
world, and it can be said without fear of contradiction that he was
the foremost citizen of Pottsville, to whose upbuilding he contriblUed in magnificent degree, both by fostering enterprises which
atTordcd the necessary base for advancement and by exemplifying
tiiose broad humanitarian and social attributes which cause the
Mr.
individual inlluence to permeate and vivify the civic life.
Atkins reached an advanced age and his final illness was of short
duration, terminating in his death Sept. 3, 1889, at his home in

Atkins, Charles M.

intellectual

energ_\-,

Pottsville.
He was born in Chester county. Pa., March 17. 1827,
and was a representative of one of the old and honored families
of the state.
He passed his boyhood and early manhood in Columbia and his early educational advantages were those afforded to
the average youth of the locality and period. A concise record of his
business career apjieared in a local newspaper at the time of his
death and a reproduction of the same in this work is consistent
'"He acquired his business education at the same desk at which sat

the late Thomas A. Scott, who was afterward known as the father
of the Pennsylvania railroad system, and these two when mere
hoys learned together those principles of usefulness that brought
them both to the front rank of the business men of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Atkins' first business venture was in the line of freighting on
the old Pennsylvania state road, and in the few years he was thus
engaged he became one of the leading freighters on that line and
one of the largest owners of rolling stock and barges. He came
to Pottsville in 1853, about which time what are now the Fishback
rolling mills were sold at sheriff's sale, the owners, Messrs. Yardley
& Co., having become deeply involved. Mr. Atkins became the
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purchaser and in connection with his brother, llanson Atkins, at
once commenced the enlargement of the works. Soon afterward the
Pioneer furnaces were purchased and both ]:>lants were operated
together. A large iron-ore bank in Cumberland county was made
tributary to the furnaces which in themselves supplied the rolling
mill.
A colliery at Gilberton was opened to furnish coal for the
works. When to these four extensive plants had been added a
complete equipment of rolling stock, the freighting business was
gradually discontinued and the docks were closed up. Their existence has now become but a memory with even our older people.
At the time they were as extensive as any in the state. The furnaces
were enlarged and rebuilt and added to from time to time, their
capacity being doubled five times in the history of Mr. Atkins'
ownership. The rolling mills expanded under the same general
supervision and within late years a steel plant has been added. At
one time there were over 5,000 names on Mr. Atkins' pay roll.
Some 3rears ago the works were capitalized and a company, under
the name of the Pottsville Iron and SteeKCompany, was formed.
Mr. Atkins was its president and held nine-tenths of the stock, the
remainder being divided between his son, son-in-law and confidential
clerks. His life was thoroughly devoted to business, but there were
incidents in it that were noteworthy on other accounts. He not only
assisted in the furnishing of regiments to go to the front during
the war of the rebellion but also went himself to enlist, when his
friend. General Cameron, who had also been his father's friend and
who was then secretary of war under Abraham Lincoln, heard of his
intention.
He sent for Mr. Atkins and stated to him that as a
great deal of iron would be needed by the government incidental to
the prosecution of the war, he could serve his country best by going
home and making the iron." Mr. Atkins was a typical American
citizen, thoroughly in harmony with the spirit of the republic,

making the most

of his opportunities and working his way upward
all that is desirable and ennobling in life.
He
was a man of warm sjanpathies and one who fully appreciated the
well-springs of human thought and motive, so that tolerance in
judgment was his in all the relations of life. His character was
well rounded and it is significant of the nobility of the man when
it is stated that those who knew him best were those who most
to success

and to

greatly admired and respected him.
Lasting incentive is to be
gained from the study of such a career, and the name of Charles
M. Atkins will not soon be forgotten in the city, county and state
which he honored and dignified by his worthy life and splendid
services.

Auman, William, the subject of this article, is a representative
of one of the prominent and well-known families in Schuylkill
county. His ancestors, for many years, have been identified with
the growth and progress of this section of the State of Pennsylvania, and notably so with Schuylkill county during the last sixty
years. William Auman is a son of Samuel and Elizabeth
Irish)
Auman, natives, respectively of Berks and Carbon counties. Samuel
(
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has been a continuous resident of the place since, and, perhaps
more than any other man, has been identified with the material
growth and prosperity of Pottsville. He spent his early years as
a journeyman bricklayer, but in 1849 lie took up the work of contracting and building, and followed that vocation during the remaining years of his active business career. To his artistic skill
and mechanical genius is due the architectural excellence and staThe principal
bility of many of the best buildings in Pottsville.

He

are lasting testimonials to his handiwork,
be mentioned school buildings, banks, stores,
residences, churches, the county prison, the old court house, etc.
One of his last contracts was the building of some twenty blocks
of houses for the Lehigh Valley Coal Company. Samuel Auman
was twice married, his first wife being Miss Sarah Umbenhauer,
of Pine Grove, Schuylkill county, whom he wedded on April 6,
Sallie E., deceased;
1849. Four daughters were born to this union
Emma L., now her father's companion and housekeeper Ellen E.,
wife of W. S. Robinson, a merchant at Wilkes Barre and Minnie,
who is the wife of Thomas H. Hooper, a mining contractor at
Wilkes Barre. Mrs. Auman died on Feb. 13, i860, at the age of
twenty-nine years. On Aug. 6, 1861, Mr. Auman was again married, choosing for his companion Mrs. Elizabeth, widow of Eben
Hollenbeck, of Memphis, Tenn. She was a daughter of Jedediah
Irish, a civil engineer and surveyor, and a man of prominence and
success in his chosen calling. He died in Luzerne county. Pa., in
1871. Elizabeth Irish was born Nov. 17, 1825, and married Eben
Hollenbeck, June 23, 1852. He died Nov. 12, 1858, leaving two
children, Jedediah F. Hollenbeck, who died in Pottsville at the age
of forty-two years, and Gay, who died in infancy. By the union of
Mrs. Hollenbeck and Samuel Auman two sons were born, the subHis
ject of this sketch, William Auman, being the only survivor.
brother died in early infancy and the mother died in Pottsville in
March, 1906. Mr. Auman was born in Pottsville, and there acquired a thorough education and preparation for his life-work.
But much of his practical education was received in the broader
and more thorough school of experience. When quite a young
man he decided upon combining pleasure with profit and made a
trip to the then far west, where he was employed for a time in
building the Northern Pacific railroad through Montana territory.
Returning to the east, he was engaged as a mining engineer at
Wilkes Barre for some six years. For ten years following this, he
in company with David G. Aikman, operated a private engineering office in Wilkes Barre, conducting the business successfully
until the death of Mr. Aikman, soon after which event Mr. Auman
accepted a position at Nanticoke, as division engineer for the
Susquehanna Coke Company, continuing with them for two and a
half years.
On Oct. '15, 1903, Mr. Auman accepted his present
position, with the same corporation as his last engagement, and
came to William P'enn as superintendent of the company's large
and varied interests here. The mines are located on a portion of
edifices, of

the

place

among which may

:

;
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the lliraril c^tatl•, leased lor a term of years to the operators.
annual output from the mine of which Mr. .\umaii has charge
.Seven luuulred
aj^.^rcRates the enormous product of Jjo.cxx) tons.
nnners are emiiloye<l, .most of whonj live in company's houses pn.)vided for then). .\lr. .\uman was united in marria(,'e April 20. iS(>2,
when he chose for his life c<:>mpani<>n, .Miss ( )na {•"lack, a ilauv;liier
licr
of William and Catherine (I'ott) l-"lack of Watsontnwn, I'a.
mi'ther is a lineal descendant of the well-known l'i>tt family who.-e
history is so closely interwoven with the pioneer development
i>f
(Sec
I'ottsvillc, and in whose honor the town was named.
history of I'ottsvillc.) The only child born to Mr. and Mrs. Auman
is .Miss Catherine, the joy and hope of lovinij jiarent.-^, and a young
laily just budding into promising womanhood.
The fannly have a
beautiful home at William renn (V. ( ). name Shaft), ami sustain
the highest .social relations among the prominent people of the
county. The large and handsome residence is situated near the
base of a mountain, though commanding a delightful view of the
valley below. The large grounds arc laid out in terraces, planted
to fruit trees, flowers, and ornamental shrubbery, and |iresent a
])ictures(|ue apjiearance, notably so because of the absence of like
ad"rnmenis ciM'wIuTe in the locality.
Aurand, Aquilla B., dealer in books, stationery, wall pajier, fancy
goods, etc., was born in Tamacpia on Jan. 4, 1858. The Aurand
family trace their ancestry back to Henry Aurand, a Huguenot of
note,

who was compelled

to

flee

from France by Louis XIV's

revocation of the Edict of Nantes in iCiSs.
His destination was
Holland, whence he removed to Heidelberg, Germany.
His wife
was Anna Christina Hoft, who on Sej)!. 15, 1725, bore him a son,
John, at Dillcnberg, Germany.
In 1753 John came to Pennsylvania, arriving at .Maiden creek on Oct. 2.
Later he removed to
Tulpehocken, near Reading, where there was cpiite a colony of
Huguenot refugees. John .\urand was twice married, his first
wife having been Mary Elizabeth Pontius, a daughter of John and
Catherine (Sellaire) Pontius, exiles from France.
By this marriage he was the father of seven children, of whom three
Hcnrv.
Daniel and Jacob were born in Germany, and Peter, Deitrici<,
George and Elizabeth were born in .\merica. His second wife wa>
Mrs. Catherine Emerick. who bore him three children, .Abraham.
Johri Yost and Mary (Mrs. John Wolf). In tracing the .American
family of .Aurand the ten children of John .Aurand are denoted as
the ten branches of the American tree. Peter Aurand. the greatgreat-grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was the head of the
fourth branch. He lived practically all bis life in Reading, where
he was a saddler by occupation, lie bad four sons and as manv
daughters, viz.: John, Peter, Frank, Henry, Elizabeth, Mary, Rebecca and Sarah. Peter, the son, lived in Tamaqua and made a
livelihood in the stationery and book business.
He was a verv
prominent citizen of the community in his dav, and was a participant in the War of 1812.
During the Pierce and Buchanan
administrations he was postmaster of Tamaqua.
His eldest son.

—

—
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named Peter, emigrated to California during the rush lu the
gold fields of that state and fell a victim to an Indian attack. The
other children in the family were Henry K., Mrs. Christiana Bolton,
Mrs. Mary Heilner, Mrs'. Catherine Whitenight, Mrs. Caroline
Carter and Mrs. Madaline Leavil. Henry K. Aurand was horn in
Sunbury in July, 1833, and came to Tamaqua in 1848, after a short
He was well known in the borough,
residence in" Port Carbon.
having been its treasurer for two years, and for twenty-five years
was superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal Sunday school.
His wife was Miss J. A. Flenner and they had six children, two of
whom died in infancy. The subject of this sketch is the eldest;
Lewis F. is a clerk in the Philadelphia & Reading railroad offices
Peter is a conductor on a passenger train of the same line and
William Frederick is a clerk in a plumbing establishment. Aquilla
B. Aurand was engaged in the book and stationery business in
Lansford when ill health compelled his father to relinquish the
active management of his store in Tamaqua and the son returned
Since that time he has
to Tamaqua and assumed charge of it.
made the industry his means of livelihood. On Oct. 12, 1881, Mr.
Aurand was united in marriage to Miss Annie F. Bowden, daughter of William and Elizabeth (Simons) Bowden of Tamaqua. There
Edward A., a student, and George
are two children of this union
Norman. The family are all members of the Methodist Episcopal
church, of which Mr. Aurand is local preacher, chorister and class
leader.
Mrs. Aurand is an excellent musician and is organist of
The Patriotic Order of Sons of America and the
the church.
Young Men's Christian Association are the only fraternal organizations to which ;\Ir. Aurand belongs.
Aurand, Lewis F., accountant for the Philadelphia & Reading
railroad and a taxidermist, was born in Tamaqua on Oct. 7, 1861.
Lie is a son of Henry K. and Julia (Flenner) Aurand. An outline
of the Aurand family history appears in the sketch of the Rev. A.
After a due preliminary
B. Aurand elsewhere in this volume.
training in the public schools of Tamaqua, Lewis F. Aurand went
into the employ of the Philadelphia & Reading railroad as a clerk
in the storeroom.
After three years of service there he was made
division timekeeper and held that position for seventeen successive
years. His next promotion was to accountant, which came to him
about 1903, since when he has been filling the ofifice most capably.
Through outside reading he picked up a knowledge of taxidermy
and has devoted his spare moments to it, more as a recreation than
as a means of earning money. He has done work for New York,
Philadelphia and Chicago people and manv of his specimens have
been awarded prizes in the sportsmen's exhibits in the large cities.
In Oct., 1882, Mr. Aurand married Miss Eudora Breisch, a native
of Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Henry and Teresa Breisch. Mr.
Breisch is deceased but his widow is still an honored resident of
also

;

—

Tamaqua.

Mr. and Mrs. Aurand have two children. The elder,
Evelyn P., is a clerk in the accountant's ofifice of the Philadelphia
& Reading railway at Tamaqua, and the other daughter, Elizabeth

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY

32
!•.,

is

at

homo.

TIk-

Episcopal cluirch.

family arc

\Ir,
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all
is
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of the Methodist
with the Patriotic

Order of the Sons of America, and Tamaqua Lodge, No. 529,
r.eiievi>lent and Protective Order of Elks, of which lie is a charter
memlier and was for three years its secretary. Me is a thorough,
conscientious business man, wiio>e stainling among his fellow citizen-
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Bachman, Allen H., ilealer in boots and shoes at Tower City,
was born in Lebani>n county, Pa., March z-. 184(1, a ^o" '^' Cornelius
and Charlotte Pachman, the former a native of Lancaster county,
Pa., and the latter of Germany. Cornelius Bachman grew to nianlii^od in bis native county, where he learned the shoemaker's trade,
which he followed until after his marriage, when he remove<l to
Lebanon countv and there followed farming until his death in
He taught school for fourteen terms, was a Republican in
1877.
Mis
his political views and belonged to the old Moravian cluirch.
widow is still living in Lancaster county at the age of eighty-eight
Six of their eleven children are still living: F. ^L lives in
A. E. lives in Lancaster county Oscar is a farmer in
Iowa; Allen H. is the subject of this sketch; Maria is the wife of
\V. Bender, a veterinary surgeon of Lititz, Pa. and Ella is the
widow of Mark Lacy, living at Lititz. Allen H. Bachman received his education in the public schools, learned the shoemaker's
trade with his father, followed that occupation until 1872, and then
put in a stock of boots and shoes. He has a well appointed store
and keeps his stock up to the demands of his customers, consequently he enjoys a large and constantly growing patronage.
During the years 1887-88 he was interested in farming operations
in Lebanon county, but the rest of his time be has devoted to his
boot and shoe business. He is a member of the city council, in
which he has served for four years; is treasurer of the \\'illiams
Valley savings fund and building association is a Republican in
bis political affiliations, and belongs to the German Lutheran
church, in which he held the office of treasurer for a number of
years.
In 1868 he married Miss Rebecca, daughter of Godfrey
and Caroline Woods) Rehrer. Her father was a teacher and also
a boatman on the canal. Her parents lived for a time at \\'illiamstown, where the mother died, and the father died at Tower City.
Six of their children grew- to maturity: Delilah, Eliza, Rebecca,
Sarah, James and Lewis.
Mr. and Mrs. Bachman removed to
Tower City soon after their marriage. Of their six children four
are now living, viz
William C, a shoemaker who has always
worked with his father, and who married Emma Owens on Oct.
II. 1900; Annie ^L. wife of Luther Gilbus. of Bechtelsville, Pa.;
Riibert F., who married Mabel Stein and is now messenger of the
United States subtreasury in Philadelphia; Earl O., who married
years.
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Bader, Frederick G., a thrifty citizen of Pottsville, whose business is the manufacture of cigars, was born in the city where he
now resides, on Nov. 24, 1867. He is a son of John George and

;
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father,

from active life and is living at 503 West Arch
street, entered the employ of the Yuengling Brewing Company in
1859 and remained in their service for a period of forty-three years,
during which time he was away from work less than six months in
all.
The mother died on June 21, 1905. Of the twelve children
born to the parents eight are living. Caroline, the eldest, is the
wife of William Naber of Pottsville Mary is the widow of John
Shittler of Pottsville
John George, Jr., lives in the same city
Harry E. and
Tillie is the wife of James Heffner, a contractor
Charles are both barbers now working in Pottsville and Annie,
The others died in
unmarried, is housekeeper for her father.
All the children, with the exception of the eldest two,
infancy.
were born in the house now owned and occupied by the father.
is

retired

;

;

;

;

subject of this sketch received somewhat limited educational
opportunities in the Pottsville schools, and then started to learn
the cigarmakers' trade with Theodore Heilner of his native city.
He was employed by Mr. Heilner for a time after he had mastered
the trade and in April, 1888, he started in business for himself
near Rettig's brewery. In November, 1894, the business had grown
to such dimensions that it was necessary to seek new quarters and
the concern removed to the rooms now occupied. Mr. Bader employs four men and is the maker of many of the favorite brands of
cigars, among them the "Hiker," the "Pennsylvania Gentleman"'
and the "Little Giant." Beside his manufacturing business he
has a large trade in tobacco and smokers' supplies of all kinds. In
1888 Mr. Bader was united in marriage to Miss Emma Kramel, a
native of Pottsville, and a daughter of John and Emma (Deitrich)
Kramel.
One child has blessed the union, a daughter, Lillian
Claire, now a student in the high school. Mr. Bader is a member
of the German Lutheran church and his wife is a communicant
of the Episcopal church.
Fraternally Mr. Bader is prominent,
having been one of the charter members of the Knights of Malta of
the Pottsville commandery; is a member of Seneca tribe, Improved
Order of Red Men the Fraternal Order of Eagles Hayden Lodge,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and the West End Fire company.
Baily, Elmer D., the leading photographer of Tamaqua, was born
in that city on Dec. 16, 1863, a son of David and Lydia (Schmidt)
Baily. The parents were both natives of Berks count}-, where for
several years the father Avas engaged in agricultural pursuits.
About 1850 he came to Schuylkill county and after working for a
period as a carpenter he embarked in the photographic business.
This was in 1861 and he continued in it until 1892 when he retired.
His death occurred on Sept. 23, 1902. Both he and his wife were
members of the Evangelical church and he was one of the officers
of the congregation. He was widely known through his political
relations, having served as councilman for a number of years. The
children of the family were six in number.
Kate, the eldest, is
Mrs. F. T. Garret of Philadelphia William is a photographer of

The
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Cohinihia. I'a. .Mary is tlic wife of JdIiii D. Kershner, fiirnurly a
im-inbiT of tlu- state legislature; Albert died in 1892 at the age of
thirty-three years; ami Charles, the yonngest. lives in Taniaqua.
hen
The subject of this sketch is the tifth child in order of birth.
he had completed his scholastic labors he entered his faliicr's employ and stayed with him until iSyj, when he assumed the entire
ownership and management of the gallery. His work is without
(juestion the most modern ami finest to be found in the vicinity.
t.)n Dec.
18, 1885, Mr. Daily married Miss Lavinia Wenzel, a
native of Tamaqua. and a daughter of John and Susan Wenzel.
The chiklren of this marriage are five in number. Clarence, tlie
The others are Frank. Harry W., John
eldest, assists his father.
A. and Helen Susanna. The mother is a communicant of the
Lutheran church and the father is identified with the Sons of
America, the Independent Americans, the American Hose company and is a member of Tamaqua Lodge, \o. 592, Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks in Tamaqua. He is the owner of the
building in which the .gallery is situated, at the comer of Broad
and Berwick streets. .\ man in the prime of his career, and of
good business ability and enterprise, his friends predict for him a
great future.
Ball, Harrison, president of the l."nion National bank, and a
prominent business man of Mahanoy City, was born at Minersville, Schuylkill county. Pa., May 11, 1863.
He is a son of Isaac
and Mary (Williams) Ball, late of Mahanoy City, but now deceased. Both parents were natives of England, the father born
March 11, 1829, and the mother on April 10, 1832. They were
early residents of Minersville. and later of Mahanoy City, where
both of them died. The subject of this article was educated in the
public schools of Shenandoah, where the parental home was
located for a number of years.
In 1887 he located in Mahanoy
City and engaged in the lumber business on April i, of that year.
This has been his principal line of business since, his efforts
being crowned with that success which usually comes from
intelligent
application
and proper business principles.
.Mr.
Ball is rated as one of the most successful business men in
Mahanoy City. He is a public-spirited and active citizen, whose
interest and hearty cooperation are enlisted in every laudable
enterprise calculated to enhance the interests of his adopted town
and native county. In political affiliations Mr. Ball is an active
Republican, the principles of which party he endorses from an
honest conviction of right, and not through hope of political
preference. He was married June 2, 1885, to Miss .\nna E. Phillips, a daughter of David and Ann (Harris) Phillips, of Shenandoah, and two children have been born to this union, the eldest
of whom is Elbur H., employed in his father's business, and the
younger is Marion E. The family are members of the Methodist
Episcopal church. Mr. Ball is affiliated with the Patriotic Order
Sons of America and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
:
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is one of the successful and popular business
Shenandoah, where he conducts a large and well
equipped mercantile establishment at 217 East Center street, dealing in groceries, provisions, clothing, notions, etc. He was born
in Lithuania, Russia, in 1868, and is a son of Frank and Anna
Balshanick, likewise natives of Lithuania, whence they immigrated
to America when the subject of this sketch was a child.
They
located at Gilberton, Schuylkill county. Pa., where they remained
about five years, at the expiration of which they removed to
Shenandoah, where the father died in 1903 and where the venerable
mother now makes her home with the subject of this review. The
father was a soldier in the Russian army and was in government
employ about twenty-five years prior to his immigration to the
United States. Of the four children Frank is the eldest Henry
is employed in connection with the business of his elder brother
Mrs. Johanna Dagilus, the elder daughter, likewise resides in
Shenandoah and Mrs. Lottie Lucas is a resident of Minersville,
this count)'.
Frank Balshanick is indebted to the public schools
of Schuylkill county for his early educational training, and he
early began to work about the mines, advancing from the lowly

Balshanick, Frank,

men

of the city of

;

;

position of slate-picker to that of practical miner. In 1879 he engaged in the mercantile business, in partnership with Joseph Kupchinski, with whom he was associated four years, at the expiration of which he purchased his partner's interest.
Since that time
he has conducted his business in an individual way. having built
up a most successful enterprise and established a high reputation

and honorable business methods. Mr. Balshanick and his
communicants of the Lithuanian Roman Catholic
church he is a member of the Lithuanian Alliance of America
and of the First Lithuanian band in Shenandoah. His political
views are those represented by the Socialist party, and he is well
for fair

family

are

;

matters of public import. He is secretary of the local partj- organization of Socialists but has never
sought or held public office. He believes in the principles of advanced Socialism, representing the thoughts of many of the best
minds of the day, and is thus entireh^ free from radical or fanatic
views. Mr. Balshanick is a bachelor.
Bankes, Charles W., M. D., a prominent physician of Middleport, was born in Drehersville, Schuylkill county, Oct. 4, 1856. He
is a son of Charles and Mary (Koch) Bankes, both of whom were
born in Schuylkill count}'. The paternal grandfather, George
Bankes, although a native Pennsylvanian, was of German parentage.
He was a farmer by vocation but for many years was
employed by the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Companj' as a
contractor.
The maternal grandfather, John Koch, was also a
native of the Keystone state, and was an agriculturist for the
greater part of his active life. Charles Bankes, father of the doctor, was also a farmer and died in 1877, leaving two sons.
Levi,
the elder, is a locomotive engineer employed by the Lehigh Valley
Railroad Company and lives at Elixir.
Charles W. Bankes of
fortified in his opinions in
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in Reynolds and received his i^rcparatory
He tauRht
the common schools of the county.
in the pidilio schools for four years, then took ))reliminary work
in nu-ilicinc at the state normal school of Millersvillc and in 1879
entered the L'ollege of Physicians and SurtrcDUS at IJallimorc. Md.
In iWi he was j^raduated at that institution with the ilegree of
Doctor of Medicine and that spring located at Middleport. There
he has been in the active and eminently successful practice of his
profession ever since. For a period of six years he was engaged
bv the Dixlson Coal Company as the company physician, but the
growth of his jirivate |)ractice made it necessary fur him to relinquish that work. On Sept. 10, 1885, Dr. I'.anUes married Miss
Laura L. Ritter, a daughter of David and Hettie r.echtel) Ritter
Three children have blessed this union Claude
of Middleport.
W., Earl F. and Ruth. The parents are both members of the Reformed church and the doctor is affiliated fraternally with the Independent (.)rder of Odd Fellows, the Independent Order of
Foresters, the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, the Improved Order of Red Men and the Masonic fraternity. He is a
mcndicr of the Schuylkill county medical association ami served
one term as jiresident of the same. In politics Dr. iJankes is a
Republican and under Republican administrations served ten years
as dejiutv coroner.
Bannan, John. The name Bannan was a household word in the
earlier days of Pottsville journalism as it was also in the annals
of the legal fraternity. The family has been jirominently identified
with the history of Schuylkill county from the infancy of that
Its members have been
civil organization to the present day.

this sketch

oducation

was reared

in

(

—

—

statesmen, lawyers and journalists. John Bannan was
born in Bucks county, Pa., Sept. ig, 1796. At the age of fifteen
he was rendered an orphan, and from that day until the end of his
long and useful life he was entirely self-dependent. During the
years of his boyhood, the schools were in session an average of
about three months in the year, while the instruction consisted of
the rudiments of the elementary branches, and was not always
presented in a manner to accomplish the greatest good. In this
desultory and unsatisfactory manner, John Bannan acquired the
elements of a common school education, to which he added a rich
store of general information in later years by private study. He
began his industrial career as an engineer and in early manhood
located at Orwigsburg, then the county seat of Schuylkill county,
and there began the study of law under the tutorship of Charles
Evans of Reading. He was admitted to the bar in 1S18 and began
practice at Orwigsburg, continuing there in successful practice
until the removal of the seat of justice to Pottsville, when he became a resident of this borough, and ended his days here. He
built a handsome old stjde residence on Sharp mountain, which he
designated as "Cloud Home," and the handsome suburban estate is
still owned and occupied by some of his children.
John Bannan
was a man of sterling traits of character, universally esteemed by
soldiers,
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a very large acquaintanceship throughout the country and in
neighboring states. A brief biography of this honored citizen appears in the Bench and Bar of Pennsylvania, which is worthy of
being reproduced in this connection, since it was written by a
"Hon. John Bannan
life-long friend and co-laborer at the bar:
(1796-1868). A hero of the War of 1812. For many years oqe of
the leaders of this bar. Self-made, but well made. He was more

particularly allied to the land-law, and many of the titles to the
most valuable coal lands in Schuylkill county passed through his
man
hands.
He was of splendid physique and fine bearing.
respected and honored throughout the state. He was a forcible
speaker, a powerful advocate and a wise and safe counsellor. He
devoted his life to his profession and to his family. He was impregnable in the right, a true patriot, and a knight of honor and
integrity.
He lived to a ripe old age and reaped the fruits of his
industry and the reward which his service to his country, his proMr. Bannan was a
fession and to his community entitled him."
man of generous impulses and kindly nature, genial and courteous
to all. He never appeared in criminal prosecutions, such being repugnant to his nature as a big-hearted, generous friend to

A

humanity. He never sought nor would he accept political office
but preferred to stand aloof in such matters, and be prepared to
assist his friends, whom he considered worthy, with his influence
and good judgment. During the Civil war he promptly offered his
services on the first call for troops, but being then sixty-five years
of age, he could not be accepted but he was among the first to
advocate the establishment of a home relief fund for the benefit
and whose home interests deof those who went to the front,
manded attention. His loyalty to the cause of the Union was of
that character which produced results and had a meaning beyond
the mere utterance of words. Mr. Bannan's service in the War
of 1812 was as a private soldier in the ist regiment, Pennsylvania
volunteers, the organization being known, locally, as the Washington Blues, under command of Capt. D. B. Keim, in the light
brigade commanded by Brig.-Gen. Thomas Cadwalader.
John
Bannan was prominently associated with the state militia and
during his residence in Schuylkill county served many years as
;

colonel in that organization. He was a man of advanced ideas on
state and national questions, and was recognized as exceptionally
well informed. He was resourceful, energetic, logical in reasoning,
thoroughly qualified in his legal knowledge, and possessed the
rare accomplishment of keen perception and ready application of
means to ends. Hence he was seldom wrong in reaching conclusions upon important questions. He died at "CloUd Home," on
May 3, 1868, in his seventy-third year. The wife of this eminent
pioneer, Sarah Ann Ridgway, was born on the last day of the year,
1806.
She survived her husband for more than eleven years, and
died' at the family home in November, 1879.
These were the
parents of three sons and three daughters, four of whom are now
living.
The sons all served their country during the trying days
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the prcai intcninl strik-. lliiui^'li all in diffcrtiU i.inanizatiniis.
Doupla.sh R. an«l Thomas R. were praduatcs ot Yale college, and
the fornuT. who was born March f>. iS^j. entered service in the
l.'niled States navy in 1858, servinj; until Nov. i.^, 1S71, when he
Thomas R.. a review of whose life
died at Charlestown Harbor.
will be found in this volume, enlisted late in the war and served
He was a prominent
a brief period during the emerRencv call.
attornev in I'ottsville, where he died on Christmas Day, 1878. The
three daughters are Zelia R., Mary Joy and Martha Ridgway,
elderly ladies who own and occupy "Cloud Home," the sacred spot
fragrant with the memories of paternal love and tenderness.
Jrwi.gsburg on
Francis P.. Hannan. the third son, was born in
lie served in the Civil
Feb. 28. i8,<3. and resides in I'ottsville.
war in the "First Defenders." On Jan. i. i*>,^. he married Mary
T., <lauRljter of Hon. George Rcplicr, deceased, and they became
the parents of six children.
Bannan, Thomas R., deceased, who was one of Schuylkill
county > m'»t iiniiu-nt attorneys and foremost citizens, was born
Oct. 10. 1827. in I'ottsville, this county, and was a son of John
and Sarah Ann (Ridgway) Rannan. (For a review of the Bannan
family, see the sketch of John Bannan. deceased, appearing on
Thomas R. Bannan was reared in
other pages of this volume.)
the city of his birth, in wdiose schools he received his elementary
completing the curriculum of the common
.-\fter
education.
schools, he became a student at \'ale university, at which he was
Following in the footsteps of his father, he made the
graduate<l.
law his life work, ami practiced his profession most successfully in
Hon. D. C. llenning,
Pottsville until his death, on Dec. 25. 1878.
in a few wonis of biographv iniblishcd in the "Bench and Bar of
Pennsylvania." very feelingly expressed his sentiments. He says:
"Hon. Thomas R. Bannan (1827-1878) a graduate of Yale, a nio.st
scholarly lawyer, a member of the constitutional convention of
He was genial, amiable and good. He had a lucrative
1872-3.
practice and held the confidence of all the world that knew him.
His memorv still lingers about this bar as the fragrance of a sweet
smelling blossom.
He belonged to that class of men who are
sometimes called 'Nature's Xoblemen.'
In the latter part of the
Civil war. Mr. Bannan served for a brief period during the
emergency call, returning to Pottsville after his discharge, and
resuming the practice of his profession. He was a forcible pleader
and attained the highest rank in his profession. His death is
keenly felt, not only by his fellow confreres, but by his fellow citizens at large." On the death of Mr. Bannan. the following article
in part appeared in the columns of the "Evening Chronicle" under
date of Dec. 2~, 1878: "The death of very few members of the bar
could arouse such universal feeling of sorrow among the lawyers
of Schuylkill county as was displayed at the meeting held in the
court house this morning to take appropriate action on the death
The meeting was well attended. On
of Thomas R. Bannan.
motion of Hon. James B. Reilly, Judge Pershing was called upon
iif
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to preside. Messrs. Fergus G. Farquar anil iVIasuii VVeidman acted
committee consisting of Hons. D. B. (jreen, Lin
as secretaries.
Bartholomew, John. W. Ryon, Howell Fisher, Esq., Maj. James
R. Smith, Esq., and Hon. Jas. B. Reilly was appointed
Ellis,
to draft resolutions expressive of the sense of the meeting. After
a short interval the committee returned with the following report.

A

Wm.

so overcome by his feelings that he was unable
G. Farquar, Esq., performed the duty
in his infinite wisdom, has called away our
and friend, Thomas R. Bannan, therefore be it
we, the members of the bench and bar of Scliuylkill county, not questioning the divine decree, feel it our duty as
well as our gratification to place on record our tribute to the
honesty, ability and manliness of our departed friend and brother.
Resolved, That by the death of Thomas R. Bannan the community at large has lost a benefactor, an upright citizen and an able
adviser, who at all times was willing and anxious to do anything
in his power to promote the public good.
Resolved, That the bench and bar of Schuylkill county is called
upon to mourn the loss of one of the ablest members of the bar, a
ripe scholar, a learned advocate and one who in all his intercourse
with fellow members of the bar and with the court during a
quarter of a century, while urging with the utmost fidelity and
ability the interests of his clients, manifested an uniform spirit of
the highest integrity, the gentlest courtesy, and universal benevolence.
Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with the bereaved members of the family of our deceased brother; his kindness of heart,
his marked unselfishness and his wisdom in management of aflfairs
will make their loss so great that we can find no words adequate

Judge Green was
to read it, and F.
Whereas, God
esteemed brother
Resolved, That

to express condolence with

it.

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be put upon the
records of the court of common pleas of Schuylkill county and that
a committee of six members be appointed by the chairman of this
meeting to present to the family of our deceased brother a copy
of these resolutions.
Resolved, That the bench and bar of Schuylkill county attend
the funeral of Thomas R. Bannan in a body.
Bamd, Franklin P., M. D., a leading physician of Hegins, was
born in that borough on Sept. 17, 1867. He is one of a family of
three sons and one daughter of Henry and Amelia (Heiter) Bamd,

Henry and Isaac Jonathan. He
Pennsylvania pioneers, his paternal grandparents, Henry and Elizabeth Barnd, having been born in ]Montgomery county, and his maternal grandfather, Samuel Heiter, was
Dr. F. P. Bamd received a due
a native of Hegins township.
preliminary discipline in the schools of his native township, then
matriculated in the Westchester normal school, and after he had
received a certificate of graduation from that institution he taught
school for a period of six years one year in Kansas and the other

the other two sons being William

comes of

a

line

of

—
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Hcpins schools. I'nrinp this lime he decided to become
phvsician
and when he had accunnilaled sufficient funds entered
a
In 1897 he was
the FctTcrson medical college of Philadelphia.
graduated at that institution with the degree of Doctor of Medicine and alter he had passed the examination given hy the state
l»oard of medical examiners started the practice of his profession in
Ilegins. Since that time he has more than realized even his most
hopeful expectations as to the size and character of his practice.
On Oct. 3. 1891, Dr. Barnd married Miss Tamie \'. Dinger, danghter of Joel S. and Elizabeth (Baum) Dinger, and one of four children, the others being Jesse D., Ida S. and Francis. To Dr. and
Mrs. r.arnd has been born a son Guy Henry. The family are all
attendants of the Lutheran church of Ilegins. In politics the doctor is a stanch Democrat, but aside from the incumbency of the
office of committeeman, which he now holds, and of school director,
he has never aspired to positions of public or political trust.
Fraternally he is a member and past officer of Hegins Lodge, No.
Dr. Barnd is
726. of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
medical examiner for the Mutual and the New York Life Insurance Companies of New York and the Prudential of Newark,
five in the

—

N.J.
Barrett, Frank K.. postmaster at Coaldale, and member of the
firm of Barrett Bros., general merchandise dealers, is a son of

Thomas and Mary (Moser) Barrett and was born in the borough
where he now resides, and where he has passed practically all of
(For ancestry and family history see sketch of
life thus far.
John M. Barrett.) He was educated in the Coaldale public schools
and at the age of ten years began his business career as a breaker
boy in the mines. When he was fifteen years old he became a
miner and continued to follow that occupation until 1906. Some
two years before that time he formed a partnership with his
brother, John M., who opened a general store at Coaldale.
On
March 2"/, 1906, he was appointed postmaster at Coaldale and took
charge of the office on the 15th of April. The firm of Barrett Bros,
carry the largest and best selected stock of general merchandise
in the town of Coaldale and have a large and constantly growing
patronage. It is a common reply to the question as to where any
thing can be obtained "Go to Barrett's." Mr. Barrett is a Republican in his political affiliations and has always been willing
to do his part toward achieving a .victor>^ for his party. He is a
member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Patriotic
Order of the Sons of America, and is an attendant and supporter
his

.

—

of the Evangelical church of Coaldale.
On March 28, 1901, was
solemnized the marriage of Mr. Barrett and Miss .A.da, daughter
of Isaac and Maria Rickard) Miller of Coaldale. This union has
been blessed by two children, Harold and Aulean. Since becoming
postmaster Mr. Barrett has instituted a number of reforms and
improvments in handling the mails, which have given general satisfaction to the patrons of the office.
(

;
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Barrett, John M., of the firm of Barrett Bros., dealers in general merchandise at Coaldale, was born there on July i6, 1864. His
father, Thomas Barrett, was a native of County Mayo, Ireland,
but came to America in the early 30's and located in Schulykill
county. After some time there he went to Carbondale in Lackato Coaldale, where he
passed the remainder of his days. His active life was spent in
connection with the mining industry, principally in opening th«
He married Miss Mary Moser, a
drifts to get at the coal veins.
daughter "of John and Catherine Moser, who were among the
pioneer settlers of Tamaqua, and to this marriage were born fourteen children, nine of whom are yet living, viz: Kate, Elizabeth,

wanna county, but subsequently returned

Hattie, John M., Frank K., Ella and Anna. Kate
Mary is Mrs. Thomas Mitchell
the wife of William Delay
Hattie is the widow of Andrew Walker; Ella is the wife of James
Bottomley, and Anna is Mrs. Lewis Olsen. John M. Barrett attended the Coaldale public schools in his boyhood and at the age
of eleven years began work in the breaker. At fifteen he became a
miner and followed that occupation until 1894, when he embarked
in the dairy business, which he followed for about eight years.
Soon after giving up this line of activity he formed a partnership
with his brother, Frank K., in the general merchandise business,
which partnership still exists. (See sketch of Frank K. Barrett.)
Mr. Barrett is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, and the Evangelical church. In politics he is an unswerving Republican, though
the only office he ever held was that of school director of Rahn
township. On Feb. 27, 1905. Mr. Barrett was united in marriage
to Miss Julia, daughter of Michael and Catherine (Barrett) ]\lonaghan, of Altoona, and they have one daughter, ^Iar3^
Barrow, William Henry, a thrifty farmer of Union township,
whose postoffice address is Ringtown, was born in that borough
on Oct. 15, 1859. He comes of good German-English stock, his
parents being Philip M. and Rebecca (Zimmerman) Barrow. His
paternal grandfather was William Barrow, who came from Lancashire, England, and whose wife was Sarah Maxwell of Andes, N.
Y. On the maternal side the grandparents were Roland and Elizabeth (Focht) Zimmerman, of Berks county. Pa. The children of
Philip and Rebecca Barrow were eight in number, the others beside the subject of this sketch being Roland A.. Robert Burton,
Clayton M., Mary Ann, Emily, Sarah and Fannie, all of whom
survive with the exception of Emily. William H. Barrow attended
the Ringtown public schools until he was nineteen years of age and
then entered his father's employment, working alternately in the
summer and winter on the farm and in a tannery which his father
owned. This labor occupied him until 1885, when he purchased the
farm of 163 acres in Union township which he is now working.
The place contains 138 acres of land under cultivation and some
25 acres of pasture and woodland. ?\Iost of his time and land is
given over to the cultivation of market vegetables which he sells

Thomas, Mary,
is

;
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In connection witli his j;ar<lcninj,'
anil Slunamloah.
In politics Mr.
coiiihicts a ilairv of considorahic proportions.
Harrtiw i.s artiliatcii with no party and exercises liis rii^lit of fran-

ill

Kiii(,'to\vn

lu-

In 1S83 he was uniteii in marriaj^e to Miss
chise as he sees tit.
Marv M. .Madara. of liroad .Monntain. a daujjhtcr of John and
Hannah (()i\oin) Madara. Mrs. Barrow is one of eijfht children
l)orn to her parents, all of whom except a son, Georpe. are now
livinj;.
The others are Harry E.. Carrie. Ella, Hannah .M.. Maude
M. and Sadie E. To Mr. and Mrs. liarrow have been born lour
children John .\.. '.eortre M.. Harry \\. and Helen I. all of whom
The family are all <levout meniliers of
are livinp except Helen.
and workers in the Reformed church of Rinjitown. The father's
fraternal relations are with the Rinpjtown Chapter, Patriotic Order
of the Sons of .\merica, Ringtown Loilge, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, and the Shenandoah Lodge of the Royal .\rcanum.
Mr. Harrow is known throughi>ut the county as a man of integrity.
enteri)risc ;inil sterling worth.
Bartho, Fremont K., the leading pharmacist of Tamaqua. was
horn in Schuylkill county on May iC>. 1870, a son of Gabriel and
The father was a carpenter and
Kessler) Bartho.
Magdalina
miller and worked at those vocations in this county for many
years. His death occurred in 1897 in his seventy-eighth year. The
mother now makes her home with her five surviving children.
These are Emma. Mrs. Preston Blyler; Amanda. Mrs. Rahuck
and Dr. P.. !•". and W. H. Bartho of Mount Carmel. The subject
of this sketch, the youngest of his family, attended the public
schools of Schuylkill county and when he had completed his
Subsequently
scholastic work he secured employment in a mine.
he learned the carpenters' trade and then secured a position in a
pharmacv where he served a full apprenticeship. He the'n took a
full course in the Philadelphia college of pharmacy, passerl the state
examinatiiin and was given a certificate as a registered pharma-

—

—

(

(

cist.

For

a time he

was employed by other pharmacists and

in

to purchase his present store on West Broad
street in Tama(|ua.
Since that time he has been most successfully conducting his business to the eminent satisfaction of a large
patronage. The store is well stocked with drugs and medicines
and the sunflries are the most modern to be found in the city.

1903 he

was enabled

On

Jan. 12. i8<)9. Mr. Bartho married Miss Jennie C. Mayer,
daughter of Cornelius and Sarah (Heater) Mayer of Sacramento.
To this union has been born one child Margery. Mr. and Mrs.
Bartho are members of and leading workers in the United Brethren
church. In a fraternal way the former is identified with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Knights of the Maccabees of the World, and in the latter order is the incumbent of
the office of keeper of the records. Mr. Bartho is progressive and
enthusiastic in whatever he undertakes and is one of the city's
most enterprising citizens.
Bast. Jeremiah F., proprietor of the Royal knitting mills of
Schuylkill Haven, was born in Rockland. Berks countv. Pa., Oct.

—
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He is a son of Henry and Esther (Focht) Bast, the
13, 1841.
father a native of Macedonia, Berks county, Pa. He was descended
from Jewish stock, his grandfather being one of the early settlers
of Berks county. Henry Bast was born on Sept. 24, 1820, and died
on May 18, 1892, at Pottsville. He served throughout the Civil
war and was mustered out at its close. Esther F. Bast was born
on July 22, 1822, and died on Jan. 31, 1890. Gideon Bast, late of
Schuylkill Haven, was a granduncle of the subject of this sketch,
The subject of this article was
a man well known in his day.
educated in the subscription schools in vogue during his boyhood
days, and when quite young became an apprentice to the carpenbusiness which he followed until twenty-eight years
during part of this time as a foreman for
the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company. In 1888, he opened
his present business in Schuylkill Haven, and was a pioneer in the
knitting mill business in Schuylkill county. He began on a small
scale, adding to his building and machinery from the profits of
his business until he now owns and operates one of the largest
industries of its kind in the county, giving steady and remunerative
employment to no employes in the various lines of the work. Mr.
Bast has been especially unfortunate in the matrimonial field,
having been four times married, two of his wives, the first and
third, having died within a comparatively short time after marriage, though the second in order of marriage, survived for thirtyone years, and was the mother of his six sons who are now living.
ter's trade, a

old.

He was employed

His first marriage was solemnized on Jan. i, 1863, when i\Iiss
Susanna Kramis became his wife. She was a daughter of David
and Lovina Kramis. One daughter was born to this union, and
mother and daughter died in 1864. On June 6, 1865, Mr. Bast
was married to Sarah, daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth (Reed)
Reber. This union was blessed with the birth of the following
named sons, all of whom are living, except one, and engaged in
life's struggles on their own account.
Tliey are profitably employed, or engaged in business, and all are residents of Schuylkill
Haven: Walter Milton, was born Oct. 22, 1866; Henry Edward,
March 29, 1869; Samuel Irwin, Feb. 21, 1871 Oscar Oliver, Oct.
George Albert, Sept. 6, 1877, deceased Thomas Franklin,
12, 1873
Feb. 14, 1879; and Homer Jeremiah, April 5, 1885. The sons are
all married and have homes of their own.
The mother of this
family died on Aug. 10, 1896. and in March, 1897, Mr. Bast was
married to Mrs. Rebecca Boyer, of Schuylkill Haven. She died
April 14, 1903, and on Nov. 4, 1903, Mr. Bast was united in marriage with his present companion, who was in maidenhood. Miss
Alice May Boyer, of Philadelphia. She is a daughter of Lewis and
Catherine (Krouse) Boyer, and a granddaughter of Philip Bo3'er,
an early settler of Schuylkill Haven. Philip Boyer built and conducted the "Cross Key" hotel, now known as the Columbia hotel,
in Schuylkill Haven, and Miss Krouse was one of the public school
teachers there, having previously taught in Philadelphia.
Mr.
Bast has always taken an active interest in the growth and material
;

;

;
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progress of Sdinvlkill Havoi ami lias K'Vfn prompt rcspoiiso to
reasonable (li-iuands upon his nuans. time and inlhunce as tending
He was one of the orjjanizers of the l-irst National
to that end.
bank and is a director and stockholder in that institution at
He has assisted in the l)nildinR of churches, and has alpresent.
ways been a firm supporter of the public schools. In political
views he is an ardent Reiniblican, but is tolerant of the political
and relipious opinions of others. He has served the bi)rouph as
a member of the school board, and has been a member of the
boroujih ci>uncil.
Baum, John H.. a farmer of Ilegins townshi]>, was born in
Dauphin county. I'a.. April 22, 1852. Ilis father, Henry I'.aum,
was born in Schuylkill county, and his mother, whose maiden
name was Rebecca Schctller, in Berks county. The father learned
the blacksmiths' trade in early life and followed that occu])ation
He was
for a while in Dauphin county and later in Schuylkill.
also a veterinary surpcon. was a Democrat in his political views
and held some minor offices, and belonged to the Lutheran church.
He died on Dec. 10. 1900, and his wife in October, 1901. They had
Elizabeth, now the wife of Joel S. Dinger,
the following children
of Hegins: Delila, Mrs. Frank B. Schreiber, of Clearfield, Pa.;
John H., of Hegins; Daniel, now a resident of Pittsburg; Magand Rebecca, now
clalena. wife of Aaron \\ussman, of Trcmont
Mrs. Maurice Kiver, of Dayton, Ohio. John H. P.aum received
a common school education and at the age of fifteen years started
Subsequently he was employed
in life for himself as a farm-hand.
in the mines at Donaldson, East Brookside, Lincoln, Mount Carmel
and other places. In 1893 '^^ bought his present farm, known as
the old (ieorge Dinger place, in Hegins township, consisting of 'J2
acres, about 50 of which was cleared.
Here he has since conducted a general farming business, giving considerable attention
:

;

growing vegetables, most of which are sold

at Minersville. Mr.
also the possessor of a fine Percheron stallion named
Charley." a horse that he raised himself. In society circles Mr.
Baum is well known, as he is a member of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows and the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America,
Hegins Grange, Xo. 1242, at Hegins, and belongs to Pomona

to

Baum

is

Grange, at Pottsville. Politically he is a Republican and has served
as auditor, supervisor and inspector for East Hegins township. In
religious matters he affiliates with the Lutheran church. On Dec.
1872, Mr. Baum was married to Miss Mary E., daughter of
George and Kate Haines, of Barry township. Her parents were
both bom in Berks county, and both are now deceased. Mr. and
Mrs. Baum have one son, George \V.. born Dec. 2"/. 1873, "'^w a
farmer and justice of the peace at Sacramento, and also Harry
7.

Chester, an adopted son,

Beacher, Benjamin F.,

now

eight years old.

wholesale and retail dealer in conof Shenandoah, is recognized as one of the
representative young business men of his native countv and such
]« hi- <tnn,Iing as a citizen and scion of on? of the honored families
fectionery, in the cit\

Jr.,

—
;
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well

entitled

to

specific

volume. Mr. I>eacher was born in Shenandoah,
Feb. 7, 1879, and is a son of Benjamin F. and Sarali Jane (Jacobs^
Beacher, both of whom were likewise born in Schuylkill county
the former in 1846 and the latter in 185 1. The paternal grandfather of the subject of this sketch was William Beacher, who was
one of the pioneer lumbermen of Schuylkill county, and who died
The maiden name of his wife was Eisenhaut, a
at Ringtown.
member of a family which was early founded in the southern part
William J. Jacobs, the maternal grandfather of
of this county.
Mr. Beacher, was likewise an honored pioneer of the county and
in the early days, before the establishing of railroad lines, he drove
a stage betAveen Pittsburg and Baltimore. He passed the closing
years of his life in Shenandoah. Benjamin F. Beacher, Sr., still
resides in Shenandoah, where his wife died at the age of forty-five
years. Of their children two sons and five daughters are living
Arthur G., a prominent painter and decorator in Shenandoah
Emma, wife of Alford Harrox, of that city Laura, wife of Thomas

mention

in

this

;

of Girardville, Fa. ; Sarah, who resides at Mount Carmel
Angeline, widow of Isaiah Womer, residing at North Braddock,
Pa.; Benjamin F., Jr., the immediate subject of this sketch; and
Mary, wife of William Derrick, of North Braddock. The father
was a loyal and valiant soldier of the Union during the Civil war,
as a member of Company F, 7th Pennsylvania cavalry, which command made a gallant record. He is now living retired, making
his home with the subject of this sketch.
Benjamin F. Beacher,
Jr., has passed his entire life thus far in his native city and was
afforded the advantages of its excellent public schools. He was
graduated in the high school as a member of the class of 1893, and
initiated his business career by securing a position as clerk in a
grocery store. He has ever since continued to be identified with
mercantile affairs in his native city, and in 1901 established his
present business enterprise, first occupying quarters at the corner
of West street and Apple alley, where he remained two years.
He then removed to 43 West Coal street, and two years later
located in his present commodious quarters at 35 North JNIain
street. At the time of his removal here he purchased the property,
which includes a substantial three-story block, 15 bv 150 feet in
dimensions, with the best of facilities for the operation of the
candy factory and for the handling of the large wholesale and
retail trade.
The establishment is thoroughly metropolitan and its
equals are to be found only in the larger cities. The products of
the factor}' are held in high favor by the retail dealers throughout
this section and the trade in the wholesale department, as well as

Heywood,

retail, is constantly expanding in scope and importance.
The
average annual business of the concern has now reached an aggregate of fully .$40,000. Mr. Beacher has shown marked progressiveness and energy in the upbuilding of his fine business and has
gained to himself and his establishment an enviable reputation for
reliability.
In local politics he maintains an independent attitude,

the

SCMl VLKIUL DL.NTY

•>•>

I

i?i
national and stati- affairs ho j^ivcs iini|nali('u'il siii>|)ort to
ki-piiMican party,
lie is a nu-nilicr of HorncastU- Lamp, Nu.
4<>. Sons oi N'ctcrans. niul both \n- and his wife arc zealous nicinhers of the I'niteil IvvaiiRelical church, taking an active ])art in
the various departments of church work, especially the Sunday
school, in which hoth are teachers. May lo. ii>o5, was solcmiii/.cil
the marriage of Mr. I'.eacher to Miss I'.ertha !'. Snyder, dauj^liter
of Charles 11. Snyder, now a resident <>f .Mlenlown, I'a. She was
horn in Shenandoah and secured her education in the schools of
l-rackville.
Mr. and Mrs. Meacher have a winsome little dauRhtcr,
l%velyn Ruth, who wa^ iMirn .April i. ii)o6.
Bearstler, James Oren, D. D. S., a prominent and well known

lint

tlu-

was Imrn in IVittsville.
Henry and Mary Elizaheth
»ren

practitioner,

(>, 1877, a son of William
Uearstler. natives respectivelv
of Pottsville and P-irt Larhon. and representatives of pioneer families in Schuylkill county. Pa.
His trrandlather. James Oven, was
a soldier from this county duriiifr the war with Mexico. It woulfl
be a pleasure to record with more fullness the historv of this old
family, but the mcaRcr outlines furnished do not justifv an attempt.
Dr. James Oren Bearstler was educated in the public schools
and high school of Pottsville, supplemented bv a course in
a commercial college.
He was graduated in the Philadelphia
•lental college with the class of i<x)2. began practice immediatelv,
and has established himself at the head of the jirofession in Pottsville.
He gives special prominence to porcelain inlav work, and
(

crown and bridge work

(

l-eh.

)

in all details

receives careful attention.

The

doctor is a Republican in his political views, a member of the
Methodist Episcopal church, and is allied with the Masonic fraternity. Odd Fellows, and the P.enevolent and Protective (^rdcr of
Elks. He holds membership in the Central Republican club, and
the college fraternity

in

known

as the Xi. Xsi. Phi fraternity.

He

was married on »ct. 20. 11)04. to Mi.ss Carrie, daughter of George
and Mary .May P.ed.Iall, of Port Carbon. The mother is de\\
(

.

cease<l.

Dr. P.earstler and wife sustain high social relation? in the

town and community.
Bechtel, E:dgar W., the subject of this biographical review,
a son of the late Hon. Francis W. P.echtel whose life historv

is
is

indissolubly connected with the Schuylkill county bar.
Francis
Dechtcl was born in Xorthumberiand countv. Pa.. .April
11,
iS.?;. and was a son of John and Eliza
P.eeber)' Bechtel. natives
of P.ucks county. Pa. He received his elementarv
education in the
schools of Middleport. attended the postofTice' as clerk,
finallv
\\

.

(

engaged

two

in

years,

teaching

in

Berks countv. being thus employed for
to Middleport. and was there em-

when he returned

ployed in teaching for three vears. Subscrjuentlv he became
principal of the schools at Schuylkill Haven, and wh'ile
thus emploved,

he was united in marriage with Miss Alicia Wilson
on Au.g. 6,
iSi>\.
He served one year as freight and ticket agent of the Mine
Hill & Schuylkill Haven railroad at Minersville.
and while thus

engagerl received tbe appointment as clerk to the
countv com-

;
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missioners, a position wliich he held for four years. But prior to
he had registered as a law student in
the office of Franklin B. Gowen, and completed his studies in the
He was admitted to practice before
office of Hon. John W. Ryon.
the bar of Schuylkill county on May 18, 1868, and from that
day until his death, on March 14, 1906, he was assiduously devoted
to his profession. In the year 1870 he was admitted to practice
prosecuted
before the supreme court of Pennsylvania, and
many cases to a successful conclusion before that body, as well
He was
as in the courts of other counties throughout the state.
county solicitor of Schuylkill county from 1870 until 1874, elected
as a Democrat. Mr. Bechtel was an active worker in the councils
His family conof Democracy, and was honored by his party.
sisted of one daughter and two sons, the eldest of whom, Mary
A., now deceased, was the wife of Philip E. Womelsorff, a civil
and mining engineer residing at Philipsburg, Center county, Pa.
Elmer F. is a civil and mining engineer now located at Steelton,
Dauphin county. Pa. Edgar \\'., the subject of this sketch, was
the last in order of birth, being born in Pottsville, Dec. 28, 1866.
After his graduation from the high school, he taught school for
four 3'ears; one in Pine Grove and three in Mount Carbon, and
then took up the study of law under the tutorship of his father.
He was admitted to the bar in 1892 served as deputy district
attorney during the term of Hon. J. W. Ryon, and also served one
term as principal in that important office. j\Ir. Bechtel was married
on Nov. 28, 1894, to Miss Myra L. Whitehouse, daughter of David
and ]\Iaria (Shakespeare) Whitehouse, natives of England. She
is a sister to the well known Pottsville attorney, W. J. Whitehouse. Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Bechtel,
namely: David W., Dec. 9, 1895; Mary A., Feb. 27, 1898. and
Virginia A., Jan. 18, 1900. The subject of this article is a talented
and successful lawyer, occupying the offices lateh^ occupied by
himself and father jointly. His mother was a lady of education
and refinement, and enjoyed the distinction of being a granddaughter of Alexander Campbell, the founder of the religious sect
this time, in the fall of 1862,

;

bearing his name.
Beck, Isaac G., son of Edward and ]\Iary (Strauch) Beck, was
born in Beckville, North Manheim township, Sept. 28, 1865. He
was educated in the public schools of the. township, the period of
his attendance extending until he was sixteen years of age.
At
that time he began a clerkship in' the store of Chas. F. Beck in
Cressona, which lasted for three years.
His father needing his
held on the farm, he left the store and returned to the parental
home where he was emploj'ed in teaming and other work until
Fie then leased the hotel at Beckville which is now con1895.
ducted by William J. Beck, which he successfully conducted for
five years, returning to his father's place in 1900, where he is now
engaged in farming, teaming and lumbering. He continued to
work with his father until the death of the latter, and now lives
upon the old homestead, where his father was born and reared. At

4S
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present his main business is icaininp for tlic Lrcssona puudcr
mills.
Mr. LUck was united in marriaRc to Miss Kale L. Kulicrt,
(lauphtcr of Michael Kuhert, of Xortli Manheim. the ceremony
occurring in June, iSSr;. I-nnu this union one tlauRhter, Dorothy,
Mrs. I'.cck died in August, 1906. The members of the
is living.
family are connected with St. ^lark's Reformed church of Cressona. Mr. Beck is a Democrat in his political affiliations and has
held the office of .school director for four years, lie is a member of
the Cressona Lodjje, \o. 426, Free and Accepterl Masons.
Beck, William J., of Cressnna, has lonp hein identified with the
bu^ine^^ and ci\ic affairs of Schuylkill county and is one of its
He was born in Beckwell known and hijjhiy csteemeil citi/.ens.
ville. North Maidieim itiwnship. this county, May 25, 1850, a son
of John and Jane Ihulson) Heck, old residents of the county, where
the mother is still livinp. Me was afforded the advantapes of the
piddic schools, which he continued to attend until he had attained
to the ape of about twenty years, after whicii he was employed for
one year by the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company. He
then learned the wheelwright trade and later engaped in the business
of carriage building, serving an apprenticeship of six years, at the
expiration of which he engaged in the same line of business on his
own responsibility. He continued to be identified with this enterprise for a quarter of a century and was successful in his efforts.
In 1900 he sold the business to Harry SchcafTer. and the same
year established himself in the hotel business in Cressona, where
he has since conducted a prosperous hostelry and built up a high
reputation as an able and discriminating hotel man. He is affiliated with the Masonic lodge in his home borough, the Improved
C'rder of Red Men and the Patriotic Order Sons of America, with
which last mentioned he has been identified for the long period
of forty years. He has served as vice-president of the Pottsville
Fish and Game Protective Association for the past twenty years.
In politics he maintains an independent attitude and for thirteen
years he has been ta.x receiver of the township. He and his family
are members of the Reformed church in Cressona. In February.
1877. Mr. Beck was united in marriage to Miss Esther Major, of
Cressona. and they have six daughters and one son. namely Olive,
wife of Irvin Dyer, of Pottsville; Harvey, a resident of Beckville
Elsie, a successful teacher in the public schools of the county and
Nellie, Grace, Annie, and Man.-, all of whom are at the parental
(

:

;

home.
Becker, Christian, a wagon-maker and blacksmith of Tamaqua,
in Ciermany on April 7, 1851.
A brief biography of his
parents may be found in the sketch of Henry Becker, a brother,
elsewhere in this volume. Mr. Becker came to the United States
and to Tamaqua with his parents while still a child and acquired
his education in the schools of Schuylkill county. When his school
days were over he worked for six years as a wiper in the roundhouse of the Philadelphia & Reading railroad and then served a
full apprenticeship in the wagonmakers' trade.
For ten years he

was born
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worked at the business for other people and then started an estabHshment of his own. This was in 1879 and since that time he has
been most successfully operating a shop and the industry has
grown to such proportions by this time that the employment of
On Sept. 15, 1877, Mr. Becker
five men has become necessary.
married Miss Amanda Geisinger, a daughter of Jesse and CathThis union has been blessed with
erine Geisinger of Tamaqua.
twelve children, ten of whom are living. Edward F., the eldest, is
a blacksmith; Minerva is Mrs. Arthur Lambert and the mother of
two children, Harry and Daisy; and the other living children are
Emma, Christian, Jr., Herbert H., John C, Harry L., Charles,
Robert and Idoward. Two others died in infancy. The family are
The father is prominent
all identified with the Reformed church.
in fraternal circles, having passed through all the offices of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of the Golden
Eagle, and has been delegate to the grand lodges of both organizaHe is also
tions, at Pittsburg, Altoona, Harrisburg and Reading.
identified with the Deutsche Gesellshaft.
Becker, Henry, a prominent carpenter and contractor of
Tamaqua, was born in that town on March 8, 1859. His parents,
Adam and Margaret (Fiebach) Becker, were natives of Germany,
where the father was a tailor. After coming to this country, in
He was a
1854, however, he did almost anything that ofi^ered.
musician of ability and was well known because of his talent in
that line. His death occurred on July 14, 1870, at the age of fiftyfour years, and his widow passed away on March 9, 1902, in her
eighty-third year. The seven children in the order of their ages
are as follows: Christie is the wife of John Scheidegger, a miner;
Sophie is the widow of George Harspersberger, a butcher of
Wilkes Barre, Pa. a sketch of Christian appears elsewhere in this
volume George died at the age of twenty-seven Maggie is the
wife of John M. Caldwell, a merchant of Tamaqua; Henr}' is the
subject of this sketch
and Lewis is a painter living in PhilaHenry Becker attended the public schools of Tamaqua
delphia.
and when he had taken advantage of the educational opportunities
offered there he found employment with his brother Christian,
where he learned his trade. Subsequently he became associated
in business with J. A. Schilbe under the firm name of Becker &
Schilbe and remained in that partnership ten 3'ears until Mr.
Schilbe purchased his interest. Then he started a concern under
his own name and has since been continuously in the contracting
and carpentering business, besides doing a wholesale and retail
lumber business. Some of the recent and most modern dwellings
of Tamaqua, among them his own, are monuments to Mr. Becker's
skill and ability.
He is himself a very careful and thorough workman and employs ten or twelve men the year round. He held the
office of assessor for three terms and in 1900 was elected one of
the directors of the poor for Schuylkill county and served a full
term. On July 29. 1882, Mr. Becker married Miss Kate Wetterau,
a daughter of Jacob and Catherine Wetterau, formerly of Tamaqua,
;

;

;

;
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Iu Mr. and Mrs. Becker have been Ijurn Iwo
iii>\v iUh.immI.
cliildren— Mabel Alberta and Reynolds C. II.. the latter now a
student at Met ann's business enliefje. The family are all members
of the Kelormed clnircb. in \vbici> the father served tiiree years as
)rder of Udd
lie is identitied with the Independent
a deacon,
l-eilows and the Improved ( )rdcr of Red Men, and has passed
throufih all the oflices of both organizations, lie is also a member
of the Tamafiua club and in lyol) was the incumbent of the office
of president of that organization. He is also a member of Tamacpia
Lodge, No. 592, lienevolent and Protective Order of Elks and was
a member of the Pennsylvania cornet band of Tamaqua for twelve
l)»il

(

vears

a?-

<'no of the liass |>layers.

Bedea. Daniel W., postmaster at Shenandoah, was born in
He is a son of George and
L'nion county, Pa., June 10, 1854.
Mary (Williams) Bedea, both natives of Wales, who came to
the L'nited States with their respective parents when children.
The
Their marriage occurred at BU^misbury, Columbia county.
father was a miner and was eminently successful in a financial way.
Both parents died at Shamokin. the father in 1889 at the age of
sixty-five years, and the motlier in 1897 in her seventy-first year,
leaving a family of three sons and two daugiiters. Thomas \V..
the eldest, is superintendent of a rolling mill at Uanville William
H. is a boiler maker at Scranton Elizabeth, who became the wife
of David (iriffiths. died at Shamokin; and Marv A. is the widow
ol Edward Lewis and lives in Danville. The subject of this sketch
acquired a public school education in Uni(in county and at Danville.
He worked on a farm until he was nineteen years of age,
then for three years was employed in the iron works at Danville
and a little later employed at Shamokin. For a period of years immediately following he was agent for the Singer Sewing Machine
Company at Mauch Chunk and elsewhere and left that business to
accept a position as coal and iron ])oliceman. He continued in that
capacity for six or seven years and his duty refjuired his presence
)n Feb. i, 1898. Presiin Shcnandor.h, w'^cre he then located.
dent McKinlcy made Mr. Bedea postmaster of Shenandoah and on
April 3, 1903 he was reappointed to the position by President
Roosevelt. The office is in the second class and Mr. Bedea has
fulfilled his duties in it with accuracy and thoroughness.
In October, 1892, was solemnized his marriage to Miss Harriet E. Crawshaw, a native of this county. The Crawshaw family was well
known in the early days of Schuylkill countv history. Joshua L.
Crawshaw being one of the first stationary engineers of Pottsville,
coming there with his wife, Mary A., when Pottsville had but
eighty houses. To Mr. and Mrs. Bedea has been born one son,
George C. Mr. Bedea is an active Republican in his political views
and is prominent in Masonic circles, being a member of the Blue
loflge of Shenandoah, the chapter and commandery at ^[ahanoy
City, the consistory at Philadelphia and the Shrine at Reading.
Bell, James Jackson, a prominent member of the Schuylkill
countv bar and a resident of Shenandoah, was born in that citv on
;

;

(
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son of Jame's and Margaret (Conville) Bell. The
County Kilkenny, Ireland, and came to HeckFnjm
sherville, Schuylkill county, from Canada, in childhood.
Hecksherville he came to Shenandoah in 1870 and for many years
conducted a general store and livery on West Coal street. About
1890 he retired with a competence, and is now living easily in
Shenandoah. The mother is a native of Queens County, Ireland,
and although well advanced in years is still hale and robust. Of
John, the
the thirteen children born to them eight are living.
Patrick W. is a
eldest, is a stationary engineer in Shenandoah
plumber and gasfitter; Joseph, who for many years was a prominent resident of Shenandoah, having served in the council, is now
a building contractor at New Rochelle, N. Y. Thomas F.' is a
graduate of Lehigh university with the degree of mechanical engineer, and was the draughtsman of the new U. S. battleship
"Maine;"' Margaret and Mary are at home; James J. is the subject
of this sketch and William F. is a student in the law department
Of the deceased Richard A.,
of the University of Pennsylvania.
on the eve of graduation from the state normal school at East
Strasburg, received injuries which resulted in his death on April
30, 1905, and the others died in infancy or early childhood. James
J. Bell, after a due preliminary training in the public schools of
Shenandoah, matriculated in the law department of the University
of Michigan in 1895 and took three years of work in that institution, meantime pursuing some special courses in literature and
medicine. He graduated with honors in 1898, with the degree of
LL. B., having carried during the three years all the work allowed
by the faculty, and in the same year was admitted to practice in
the supreme court of Michigan.
He then returned to his native
city, where he opened an office and soon began to attract notice
as a criminal lawyer.
In 1901 he successfully defended, singlehanded, James Horrox, who was charged with the murder of Edward Ball, and the same year represented the prosecution in the
case of John Frank, charged with the murder of Edward HoiTman,
at Minersville.
In the following year he was retained for the defense of Charles Shealer and George Stinitis, who were accused of
brutally beating and leaving for dead Frank Bloom, and secured
their acquittal. In May, 1902. he defended and secured the acquittal of Matt. Stiavinsky and John and Charles Mingavage, charged
with the murder of John Litisinavage. He was counsel for the
state in the case of Arthur Wadsworth, the soldier who shot and

March

father

i8, 1876, a

was born

in

;

;

;

killed William Durham in the strike of 1902, and it was Mr. Bell
who set in motion the process of law that forced the surrender of
Wadsworth to the civil authorities by the military power. In connection with Charles N. Brumm, Mr. Bell defended Joseph Palie-

wicz for the murder of Joseph Beddall.

This was one of the most
closely contested cases ever tried in Schuylkill county. The prosecution was represented by District Attorney McLaughlin, M. I\I.
Burke, J. F. Whalen and E. W. Bechtel, all lawyers of recognized
ability, yet the accused was acquitted, Mr. Bell receiving con-
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irom all sources tor liis skillful ami upiiKlu <Ulinsc.
a few of ilie many criminal cases in which Mr. I'd!
His cases are always carefully prepared and
lias heen retained.
lie ])arevery precaution taken to jjuard against technicalities,
ticipates in a legal battle with all the enthusiasm of his nature,
and leaves no stone unturned to win in an honorable way his
jioints.
With a keenness of perception that is remarkable, he often
ihanges his tactics so suddenly and deftly as to overwhelm his
'>|i|n>nents, and by making use of a tine point of law at an unexpected moment turns the tide of the case in his favor. He is the
ic-igni/ed leader of the younger members of the Shenandoah bar,
and as a criminal lawyer his well earned reputation extends beyond the great state of Pennsylvania, lindowcd by nature with a
judicial temperament and fitted for his profession in one of the
best law schools in the country, it is safe to predict for him greater
successes ami higher honors in the future.
He is a member of
the Schuylkill county bar association and the alumni association
of the University of Michigan.
Politically he is an unswerving
Democrat and takes an active part in the deliberations of his party
councils, where his judgment is found to be as sound as when he
is pleading a case before a jury.
On Feb. 21. 1906, Mr. Bell married Miss Mary Catherine Bender, daughter of the late Lawrence
and Anna Bender, of Ashland, and this union has been blessed
with one son. whose birth occurred on June 23. 1907. Mrs. Bell is
one of a family of eight children. Englebert C, One of her brothers,
is a young physician of great promise, who has spent eight years
in college and hospital work, the last eighteen months of that
time in \'ienna. Austria, where he won the distinction of being
appointed to a place on the hospital staff of the I'nivcrsitv of
\ienna. Frank, another brother, is a civil engineer; William is a
graduate of the Philadelphia school of pharmacy: and Louis E. is
associated with his mother in business at Ashland.
Bendrick, Joseph, well merits representation in this work by
reason of being a scion of one of the honored families of the county
of which he is a native son, and also by reason of his standing as
one of the able business men of the younger generation in the
county. He is engaged in the fire-insurance business at New Philadelphia, where he also has the agency for leading trans.-Atlantic
steamshij) lines, and is also incumbent of a clerical position in the
office of the clerk of the courts at Pottsville. the county scat.
Mr.
Bendrick was born at Turkey Run, this county. March t6. 1872, a
son of Peter and Francisca VXedzinski) Bendrick. both of whom
were natives of Lithuania. Russia. The father came from his
native land to America about 1867 and located near Mahanoy
Plane. Schuylkill county. Pa., and thereafter he followed the vocations of mining and farming in this county during the remainder
of his life. He died at Coaldale. in 1900. at the age of fifty-five
years, and his widow still resides in this county. The subject of
this sketch was aflForded the advantages of the' public schools of
his native county and made excellent use of the opportunities thus
Kr.Uul.ni."ii>
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afforded him. lie began his -business career as cleric in a general
store and followed this vocation for a period of ten years, during
which time he was located in Shenandoah, Lost Creek and New
Philadelphia, this county. In 1897 he engaged in the hotel business in New rhil.Tdel]ihia and he made a success of the enterprise,
with which he continued to be identified until 1907. In 1904-5 he
was clerk of the county prison and in 1906 he was appointed to
his present position in the office of the clerk of the courts for the
county, in both of which offices he has given most efficient service.
For the past three years he has conducted a general fire-insurance
business at New Philadelphia, where he has a good clientage, and
for fifteen years has been agent for various steamship companies.
He has taken a zealous interest in public affairs of a local nature
and has long been an ardent worker in the camp of the Republican
party.
Pie was assessor of the borough of New Philadelphia for
six years was for three years a member of the borough council
president of that body for two years clerk for four years, and for
one year he was its treasurer. Pie and his wife are members of
the Catholic church at New Philadelphia, where he still maintains
his home. On Feb. 27, 1898, Mr. Bendrick was united in marriage
to Miss Plelen Razas, daughter of John and Anna Razas, of PottsBlanche, Raphael, Alice and
ville, and they have four children:
;

;

Cyril.

Bensinger, George

I., a leading druggist of Schuylkill Plaven,
Station, Schuylkill county, Jan. 22, 1876. His
paternal great-grandparents, Solomon and Anna (Frailey) Bensinger, were the first settlers of McKeansburg in this county. His
maternal grandfather was Henry Trumbo and he is a son of Irvin
and Sarah (Trumbo) Bensinger. His early educational training
was received in the schools of Schuylkill Haven and his technical
education in the college of pharmacy at Philadelphia, at which he
was graduated in the class of 1896. For about eighteen years he
was in the employment of other druggists and then, in May, 1904,
he purchased the store which he is now conducting. Not only is
his place of business one of the most modern in every detail, but
the patrons are also assured of gentlemanly treatment and a disposition to please. On Aug. 31, 1904, Mr. Bensinger was united in
marriage to ]\Iiss Eva Schlappich, a daughter of Daniel Schlappich,
"of Reading.
They have no children. Mr. Bensinger is a Republican in his political beliefs but has never held nor aspired to office.
He and his wife are both members of the United Evangelical
church of Schuylkill Haven. Mr. Bensinger has written considerable on the history of Schuvlkill county and he is regarded as an
authority in that line.
Berk, John K., M. D., a well known and popular physician of
Frackville, is a descendant of some of the pioneer families of Berks
county. Pa., and is of German lineage. His paternal grandfather,
Henry Berk, was a prominent farmer of Berks county, married
a ]\Iiss Greenawalt there and reared a family of children, one of
whom was John G. Berk, the father of the subject of this sketch.

was born

at

Summit
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were Isaac and Louisa (ilaasj KalJohn G. Berk married
died in I'rackvilie.
Mary Jane Kalhach and in 1S73 located at Girardville. Schuylkill
county, where he clerked in a j^eneral store for about one year,
when he came to I'rnckville as the senior member of the general
merchandise firm of John ( i. Berk & Co. Me continued at the head
of this concern until his death in 18K1, at the age of thirty-tive
lie left two sons, viz: William H., a clcrpyman of the
years.
Lutheran church, and Dr. John K., who was reared from infancy
in Schuylkill county, though he was born at Hamburg, Berks
county, Aug. 22. 187J. He received his education in the Frackvillc
public schools and the Keystone normal school at Kutztown. where

The maternal

gran<li)arcnls

hach. Doth of

whom

he graduated

in

iik)2.

lie then taught for

one year

at

Lewistown,

Schuylkill county, and in 1894 began the study of medicine. After
due preparation he entered Jefferson medical college, of Philadelphia, where he received the degree of M. D. as a member of
the class of 1896. In October of that year he opened an office in
Frackville, where he has ever since been engaged in the practice
of his profession, and where he has built up a remunerative business, lie is one of the jirogressive jihysicians of Schuylkill county;
is a member of the .American and State medical associations and
the Schuylkill county medical society, and keeps fully abreast of
Dr. Berk is also interested in
the march of medical progress.
other enterprises, being one of the charter members and a director
He is a member of the
of the First National bank of Frackvillc.
Lutheran church.
On June 6, 1900, Dr. Berk was united in
marriage to Miss Rae Ethel Hand, daughter of Ludman and
Hester (Goff) Hand. o{ Cape May Court House, N. J., and to this
marriage has been born one son, John William.
Bibelheimer, Robert W., a well known and prosperous business
man of I'ort Carbon, was born in Blythe township on July 14,
His
1868, a son of Daniel and Lavina (Heninger) Bibelheimer.
educational opportunities were limited to the courses afiforded by
the public schools and at the age of si.xteen years he left school
to go to work. After serving a full apprcnticeshi]) in the plumbers'
and tinsmiths' trade he worked as a journeyman for a period of
four years and then left that vocation to accept a clerkship in his
father's timber business. Subsequently he became manager of the
business, remaining in the capacity until November, 1898, when
the father died and the son purchased from the estate the controlling interest in the concern.
Since that time he has been at
the head of affairs and the increase of business, the lack of labor
troubles, etc., show how well he has managed.
His business
affairs also include a third interest in the Schuylkill Crushed Stone
Company of Pottsville. In his political relations Mr. Bibelheimer
is a Republican and as the successful candidate of that party is
now the incumbent of a seat in the borough council. On Christmas day, 1890, was celebrated his marriage to Miss
L.
Dalton. a daughter of George Dalton of East Norwegian township. This union has been blessed with three children, Olive, Pearl

Emma
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lirucc.
The family all worship at the i-'rcsbyterian church at
Port Carbon. Mr. Bibelheinicr is prominent in fraternal circles,
being a member of Schuylkill Lodge, No. 27, Independent Order
of St. Clair Lodge, Free and
of Odd Fellows, of Port Carbon
Accepted Masons and the Pottsville Cha])ter of Royal Arch
Masons. He is ranked as one of the leading business men of Port
Carbon, being conservative and able.
Biddle, J. C., M. D., surgeon-in-chief and superintendent of the
State hospital for injured persons, at Fountain Springs, was born
in Bedford county, Pa., in 1854.
His preliminary educational discipline was received in the common and public schools and under
private tutors in the vicinity of his boyhood home, and while he was
still a youth he engaged in teaching. After three years of such work in
private schools he discontinued it to enter, in 1874, the Jefferson
medical college of Philadelphia.
He was president of his class
when he graduated in 1877 with the degree of Doctor of Medicine
and he at once located in Shenandoah, where he began the general
practice of his profession. It was not long before he had acquired
an enviable reputation as a skilled surgeon and a successful physician, and in 1883 he received an appointment as surgeon-in-chief
and superintendent of the State hospital for injured, at Fountain
Springs, where he has since rendered distinguished service in that
capacity.
Professionally Dr. Biddle is identified with the Schuylkill county medical
society of which he served as president
in 1883; the State medical society; the American medical association
the Lehigh Valley railroad surgeons' association, and the
He is
association of military surgeons of the United States.
surgeon for the Reading and Lehigh Valley railroads. The doctor's business interests are wide and varied, and include the presidency of the Cambridge Bituminous Coal Company, the vicepresidency of the Schuylkill Railway Company and a directorship
In
in the Citizens' National bank of Girardville and Orwigsburg.
politics he is a Republican, but has never aspired to public office.
Fraternally he ranks high in the Masonic order, having attained
Dr. Biddle stands in the front rank
to the thirty-second degree.
of his profession and is much esteemed by all classes in the community.
Birston, Pius W., general insurance agent and dealer in real
estate at Shenandoah, was born Feb. 7, 1870.
He is the oldest
living child of Joseph and Annie (Smeltzer) Birston, both natives
of Lithuania, where they were married.
Two sons born to them
In 1870 they
in their native province both died there in infancy.
came to America, locating first in Boston, but later removing to
the anthracite coal region of eastern Pennsylvania.
The father

and

;

;

;

died

at

Shenandoah

Sheppton.

They had

1891, and the mother is now living at
a family of seven sons and five daughters.

in

living are Pius W., Margaret, Joseph F., John R., Mary I.,
Catherine E., Annie E.^ Edward and Theresa.
Margaret is the
wife of William Strolls of Shenandoah
Joseph and John both
reside in Shenandoah
Annie graduated at the Keystone state

Those

;

;
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iiiTinal school at

Kiitztown

in

and

1004,

Shenandoah public schools; 'Iheresa

is

is

now

now a ttachci in the
a student in tiie senior

Mary is a praduate of the Mcdico-Chirurjjical
nurse school anil is now enRagcd as a private nurse in the city of
rhiladclphia and Catherine is a dressmaker in Shenandoah. Uur-

cla>s of that school;

;

the Spanish-American war John and Joseph served in the
army, the former in the 21st U. S." infantry and the latter in the 1st
I*. S. artillery.
Pius W. Birston received his education in the
schools of Schuylkill county, chiefly in lUitler township and at
(Hrardvillc. and as a hoy hcKan life for himself as a slate picker in
the mines,
lie followed mining in various capacities until 1S8S,
iiiR

when he became
his family

a clerk in a

general store at Shenandoah, where
18,%.
After about two and a half years
a trip through the far west, being away from

had located

in

the store he made
for fourteen months.
Part of that time he spent in Columbus. O., where he completed his education.
Upon returning to
Shenandoah he taught in the business college there for about a
year.
In his political views Mr. P.irston is a stanch Republican,
in

nome

and

in 1893 was the candidate of that partv for the
ofHcc of county
recorder, but was defeated in the election.
About that time he
started his real estate business, in which he has ever since

been

interested.

In 1896 he

was appointed

justice of the peace by the
governor, and was subsequently elected for a full term of five
years, but owing to a controversy over the question of jurisdictifin
he never qualified. For about three years he was associated
with
L. M. Kazunas in the drug business, but in 1900 he retired
from
that line and added a general insurance business
to his real estate
interests, to which he now gives his entire attention.
Mr. Birston
IS a leader among the people of his
nationality, and in Mav 1906
vyas elected president of the Lithuanian Alliance
of America Tit
the Chicago meeting of that bodv.
He is also a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of
Pythias.

He has always taken a keen interest in questions touching the
public weal, and from 1900 to 1905 was secretary
of the borough
council. He also served one term as treasurer
of the school board.
Bissell, John Robertson, M. D., is one of the
representative physicians and surgeons of the county and is
engaged in the practice
ot his profession at Mahanoy City.
He was born in Philadelphia.
27, 1867, and is a son of Augustus and Susan Helen Bissell
former of whom was born at Bantam Falls. Litclifiold
county
Conn., and the latter of whom was born at Fairdalc.
Susquehanna
county, Pa., March 6. 1832. The doctor is a descendant
of Zebulon
Bissell. who settled at Bantam Lake. Litchfield
county. Conn haying received a grant of land from King George
IV. Direct ancestors
of Dr. Bissell— in both the paternal and
maternal lines— were
patriot soldiers under General Washington in
the war of the Rev<.)ct.

tlie

Dr Bissell is especially well read in the learning of his
profession being a graduate of TeflFerson
medical college Philadelphia.
Prior to completing his medical course he
had taken a
course in pharmacy in the .same city. He
controls a large and
olution.
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influential and popular
married but has no chil-

Blaney, Harry F., a popular teacher in the jnihlic scliools of
Coaldale, is a representative of one of the well-known families
of Schuylkill county, which has been his home from the time of
He is a son of Patrick
his birth, at Centerville, Dec. 31, 1879.
and Margaret (Jennings) Blaney, whose birthplace was County
The
Tipperary, Ireland, where both were reared to maturity.
father came to America about 1862 and located in Schuylkill
county. Pa., where he worked in the mines until his death, which
occurred in 1884. He is survived by his wife and ten of their
The subject of this sketch was deprived of a
eleven children.
father's care and guidance when he was a mere child, and early
began to depend largely upon his own resources. He worked in
the mines for ten years and through his own efforts secured a good
education, as is evident from the success which he has attained as
I-Ie began teaching in
a teacher.
1903 in the public schools of
Coaldale, where he has gained distinctive prestige and popularity,
being known as an able and conscientious instructor, thoroughly
en rapport with the work of his chosen vocation. In politics Air.
Blaney gives his support to men and measures meeting the approval of his judgment, rather than holding to strict partisan lines.
He served one term as assistant assessor of Rahn township. He
and his wife hold membership in St. Mary's Catholic church, of
which both are communicants, and he is affiliated with the Knights
of Columbus and the Father Norton society. On June 22, 1905,
Mr. Blaney was united in marriage to Miss Mary Cavanaugh, also
a teacher in the public schools, and a daughter of James Cavanaugh,
of Coaldale. They have one son, James.
Bleiler, Charles A., M. D., for twenty-two years a practicing
physician of Frackville, was born in Lynn township, Lehigh
county. Pa., June 24, 1859.
He is of that sturdy Pennsylvania
Dutch stock that has done so much to develop the resources of
the great Keystone state, his father, David Bleiler, having been
a native of Weisenberg township, Lehigh county, where he followed the vocations of farmer and harness-maker all his life. His
death occurred in 1882, at the age of fifty-eight years. His father
was John Bleiler, also a native of Lehigh county, and a farmer
and tanner by trade. David Bleiler married Sarah Seiberling. the
youngest of the ten children born to John Seiberling. who was a
member of the same family as the well known Seiberlings of Ohio,
manufacturers of the Buckeye harvesting machineiy.
To this
marriage were born eight children, seven of whom grew to maturity.
Of these John, Elizabeth and Amanda are deceased; next
is Thomas F.
Peter O. is a ph^^sician at Allentown, Pa. William
is a farmer in Lehigh county,
and Charles A. is the subject of
this sketch.
Dr. Bleiler received his elementary education under
the private instruction of Alvin Rupp, now superintendent of the
Lehigh county schools, after which he taught in his native town.

;

;
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ship lor two years ami then two years in Llirfstiaii county, III. In
188^ he bcjjan the study of nicilicinc with his brother, who was
then located at iJcnver, Lancaster county, and >,'raduateil at lelTerson medical colleRc, of I'liiladelpliia. with the class of April, 1.SM5.
Immediately upon receiving his de>,'rte he located at l-rackvillc,
purchasing; the business an<l Rood will of Dr. l^lijali Reinle. Since
that time he has been continuously cnfjaRcd in the practice of his
profession there, and has built up a lucrative business.
From
1888 to 190(1 he also conducted the principal drug and hardware
store of Frackville. Dr. Hleiler is a Democrat in his political convictions.
From 1899 to 1901, inclusive, he held the oftice of
county coroner, and was for two terms the school director of
Frackville, the duties of both positions beinj; discliar^'ed with
conscientious fidelity,
lie is a member of the .\mcrican and
Pennsylvania State medical associations and the Schuylkill county
medical society, in all of which he has a high professional standing.
In fraternal circles he belongs to District Lodge, No. 823,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and Shenandoah Lodge, Xo.

Free and Accepted Masons, and in his religious affiliations
of the Reformed church.
Dr. Hkilcr has been twice
married: tirst to Miss Alice F.. daughter of Daniel P,. Kistkr, of
Lehigh county, and to this union were born three children, viz:
Blanche L.. a graduate of the Keystone normal school, at Kutztown, and now a teacher in the Frackville public schools; Horace
D.. a student of mining engineering in the technical school at
South Bethlehem. Pa.; and Edgar C, at home. Mrs. Bleiler died
on June 6, 1885, and in September, i&%. Dr. Bleiler married Carrie
E.. daughter of Benjamin .\<lams, of Frackville.
In addition to his
511,
is a

member

professional duties Dr. Pdeiler is vice-president of the First Nabank of Frackville and a director in the Schuylkill Railway

tional

Company.
Bock, James W., draughtsman

in the office of the master carpenter
of the I'liiladelpliia
Reading Coal and Iron Company, is a native
of Schuylkill county, having been born in Pottsvillc, Pa., Sept. 12,
1849. 3 descendant of an early-established family in the county.
His father, William A. Bock, occupied a position similar to that
of his son, though his life work was principally along mechanical
lines.
He (the father) was born at McKeansbiirg, in East Bruns-

&

wick township, April 28. 1819. His father, whose name was William Bock, was born at Hamburg. Berks county, Pa., in 1790, but
resided at McKeansburg from infancy until bis death, in i860.
This was the paternal grandfather of James W. Bock, the subject
of this sketch.

He was

man

of considerable genius, being able
mechanics, though his life was spent,
mostly, in agricultural pursuits, in which he was successful.
Tracing the ancestral line still further, it is found that the paternal great-grandfather of the subject was born in "Old Haslau," in
the Province of Hessen, Southwestern Germany. Tliis was Baltzer
Bock, whose history appears more fully in the historical volume
of this work. His birth occurred in the year 1747, and in
1755 he
to

work

at

almost any

a

line of
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accompanied his parental family to America, and settled in JJcrks
county, Pa. There he learned the wheelrights' trade, and followed
that business for many years. In 1793 he moved to McKeansburg,
where he owned a farm of 400 acres and ended his days
farmer in that locality. He donated the land for
as
a
church and school in McKeansburg, that town
first
the
being laid out in 'the year of his removal there. Baltzcr
Bock was a soldier under Washington during the War
He married Miss Susanna Bolich, by whom
of the Revolution.
he had a family of four sons and one daughter who lived to years
He died in 1828, at the age of eighty-one years.
of maturity.
William A. Bock, father of the subject of this article, remained
in his native village until seventeen years of age, when he became
After
an apprentice to the carpenters' trade at Orwigsburg.
completing his apprenticeship, he remained employed at his trade
in Orwigsburg until 1845, in which year he became a resident of
Pottsville.
In 1846 he was employed by D. G. Yuengling as
superintendent of the carpenter work connected with the YuengDuring this
ling brewery, a position which he held until 1872.
time and subsequently he was also extensively engaged in contract
work in building houses and business buildings, until the infirmiHe died on Jan. 17, 1894.
ties of old age compelled his retirement.
He married Miss Marj^^ a daughter of James and Mary Reed, of
Pottsville, and they had two sons who lived to years of maturity,
and Frank S., who is engaged in
married Miss Mary Miller,
who was born in Pottsville March 24, 185 1, and they are the
parents of two children Charles Miller and Mar}^ Catherine.
Frank S. wedded Miss Etta Webb. The Bock family is further
connected with the pioneer history of Schuylkill county through
inter-marriage with the Albright family, the first wife of William
Bock, father of William A., and grandfather of James W., being
Miss Mary M., daughter of Henry Albright. The second wife of
this honored ancestor was Miss Susanna Sheip, and a large famil}'
i.

e.,

James

W.

of this sketch,

mercantile pursuits.

James

W. Bock

—

was reared to each union.
Boone, George Hughes, M. D., a native of Saint Clair, Schuylkill county. Pa., was born Sept. 21, 1871.
He received his elementary education in the public schools of his native town, and in
the high school at Pottsville.
He was graduated from Hahne-

mann

medical college at Philadelphia

when but twenty-three

years

and immediately engaged in the practice of his profession.
Dr. Boone was resident physician at Hahnemann hospital for one
year after his graduation, and in 1895 opened his ofifiices in Pottsville.
The homeopathic system of medicine is a popular one, and
the doctor at once entered upon a successful and remunerative professional career. Dr. Boone is a son of the late Ransloe Boone, of
St. Clair.
He was a son of William and Elizabeth (McKelvy)
Boone. The doctor's mother was in maidenhood Miss Anna E., a
daughter of George and Ann (Harder) Hughes. George H. Boone

old,

was the fourth

child in a family of nine, the eldest of

whom

is

W

lil
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Ahlxitt, of
i.s
the wife of William W
Irancos married F. O. I'.dstlcy, of Williamsport. I'a. (.ieorge H., the suhject i>f this sketch, was next in order
Ktlwiii C haj>in is a wholesale dry goods merchant, and
of birth
extensively interested in niannfactiiring; Margaretta became the
wife of A.' T. Dice, ihc general superintendent of the I'hiladclphia

William

A^'aiil;

I'liiladelpliia,

I'a.

llairut

.

:

;

;

Reading railroad; May J. is a young lady at home; John Miltitn
a promising young attorney in Tottsville, and Harry R. is interested in rearing fancy stock, and is also a resident of rottsvillc. Dr.
Hoonc was married on Dec. 4, i()oi. to Miss Arline, daughter of
Henry t.'. and I'rcilla (Krani) Russell, of I'ottsvillc. They have
two children. Ransloc and .Arline. Dr. Boone and wife are members of the Hpiscopal church.
Boone. Thomas, a cousin three times removed of the famous
Daniel Uoone of liistory and a retired citizen of Port Carbon, was
born in Columbia comity, near Roaring creek, on Dec. 16, 1S3H.
In the S|iring of 1844 his iiarents, Jeremiah and Rachel Boone,
removed to Port Carlioii and it was there that the subject of this
sketch obtained his educational advantages. .\t the ago of fourteen years he left the public schools and for two years attended a
select school. At the age of sixteen he entered the employment of
his father, who owned and managed a lumber business. This work
continued for about eight years, and then the father dis|)Oscd of
his interests and the son worked about the home and on the farm
for a time, .\fter the fathers death, in 1867, Thomas went to
Berks county, where for fourteen years he was in the employ of
an uncle. At the end of that time he returned to P<irt Carbon
to make his home with a sister.
He has led a quiet life since his
return, a small business in money-lending and as a broker being
his only occupation.
Mr. Boone was never married. In politics
he is a Republican, but has never aspired to office. Me is a member of no church, but each Sabbath attends some one of the Port
Carbon places of worship and contributes liberallv to the support
of all.
Boose, Jacob Leander, a retired hotel man of Mc.Vdoo, was
born in York county Pa., in 1847, a son of Emory and Sarah

&
is

.

(Snodgrass) Boose. His maternal grandfather. George Snodgrass,
and his paternal grandparents. Henry and Sarah Boose, were
|)ioneers of Pennsylvania.
The subject of this sketch attended
the common schools until he reached his seventeenth year, when
he left home and went to work on a farm near Gettysburg. He
remained there two years and then went to Ashland, Md., where
he held the position of stable foreman for a large concern. From
Ashland he returned to Audenrcid, Carbon county, and there
remained for a period of twenty-five years in the employ of the
Lehigh & Wilkes Barre Coal Company as a stationary engineer.
When he relinquished that position he came to McAdoo and
erected the building which became known as the United States
hotel.
.After successfully conducting it for fourteen vears he
retircl fn .m .T.-tJv lin<;.i,.ci life and now for the past three years
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has led a quiet and uneventfvil career amid the surroundings he
has come to love. Mr. lloose never married and is the only surviving member of his father's family. Politically he has been an
influential factor in the local councils of the Republican party and
for five years he was the incumbent of the office of borough treasBesides this office he was for six years one of the school
urer.
Fraternally he was at one time identified with the
directors.
Knights of Pythias, the Improved Order of Red Men, the Good
Templars, the Keystones, and the Patriotic Order of the Sons of
America. He is allied with no religious organization, but is an
attendant at both the German Reformed and the Lutheran churches
and is a liberal contributor to the support of each. Throughout
the borough he is respected as one of the most substantial citizens
and a man whose life has been most exemplary.
Boughter, Amos H., a general merchant and a substantial citizen of Pine Grove, was born in Lebanon county. Pa., Feb. i8,
1857, a son of John and L-eah (Hay) Boughter. The father was a
boatman in early life and later followed agricultural pursuits, remaining in the latter vocation until his death in June, 1905, at
the age of eighty-five years. His wife passed away in July of the
year previous at the age of eighty. The subject of this sketch is
one of the seven survivors of a family of ten children. He took
advantage of the educational opportunities altorded by the public
schools and then until he was sixteen years of age he worked as
hired help on the farm.
From that time until 1893 he was employed as a clerk in a store, relinquishing his duties as such to
teach two terms. Then he purchased the stock of Mr. Edward
Hummel and since that time has been conducting the business
for his own interest. His success speaks for itself. By scrupulous
honesty and a strict adherence to the principle of the square deal
he has won an enviable place in the commercial life of the community. On Nov. 28, 1882, Mr. Boughter married Miss Amelia
Fegley, a daughter of the late Charles Fegley and his wife Catherine.
Mr. Fegley was a miller and was one of the pioneers of
the town. To Mr. and Mrs. Boughter has been born one child,
a son, Isaac.
Both parents are members of and workers in the
United Brethren church, of which Mr. Boughter is a trustee, is
serving his tenth year as superintendent of the Sunday school, and
is also church treasurer.
Fraternally he is identified with the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He has lived in Pine Grove
since 1889.
Before that he lived for eight years at Grantville,
Dauphin county, and prior to that on the old homestead in Monroe
valley, Lebanon county.
Bowen, James R., deceased, who was the proficient superintendent of the Pottsville gas works, was born in that city on Feb. 19,
He was a son of Theodore C. and Catherine (Becker)
1869.
Bowen, both natives of the Keystone state, who now reside at the
corner of Twelfth and Laurel streets. The father operated a dairy
for twenty-five years and accumulated enough so that he could
retire and live comfortably for the rest of his days.
There were

62
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in tlu- family, llu- younRcr of whom. Kolicrl li. Howcn,
a mailiinist by trade anil is employed in the riiiiadelpliia &
KcailinK railroad sliops at I'otlsviile. The sui)ject of this sketch
received his education in the public schools of his native city and
when he had completed ids sciiolastic traininp he learned the jewelers' trade in Philadelphia. For eight years he was en^aKed in that
business in I'ottsville, operating a store under his own name. Ikleft the vocation in December, i8*j2. to accept a position as forcntan in the gas works, and was gradually jiromoted to the jmsitions of engineer and gas maker, and in 1900 to the resiwnsiblc
jwsition of superintendent, which he held at the time of his deatli.
March 19, 1907. He gave the greatest degree of satisfaction
both to his employers and to the patrons of the company, and was
acknowledged to be the most efficient of all who ever filled the

two sons
is

( )n
Feb. 14, 189.^ Mr. Rowen married Miss Catherine
position.
n. Shelley, a native of rottsvillc and a daughter of Charlo and
chilMarv Shelley, who arc among the i)ioneers of the city.

—

Two

dren were born to Mr. and Mrs. Bowen Theodore S. and Joseph
Mr. Bowen was a member of
A., aged thirteen and eleven years.
the First Methodist F'piscopal church at Pottsville, his wife also
being a member of that church, in which faith the sons arc being
F'or four or five years .Mr. F.owen was a teacher in the
reared.
Sunday school of that institution. In his political beliefs he was a
Republican, but was never an as|)irant for office.
Bower, Samuel, yardmaster at Haucks on the Catawissa division of the Fhiladeiphia

&

Reading

railroad,

and whose postofficc

address is Quakake. was born in Limestone townshiji, Lycoming
county, Pa., March 30. 1839, one of thirteen children born to
David and Catherine (Haynes) Bower. Samuel Bower acquirefl
his scholastic learning in the public and select schools of Lycoming county, and at \\'ilIiamsi)ort he learned the printers' trade.
This vocation furnished him a livelihood for three years, when
he went to Clarion, where he became engaged in teaching and
took up the study of medicine by himself. From Clarion he removed to Shamokin and again entered the printers' trade, leaving
His enlistment
it
to join the Union army in the civil war.
was as a private in the 131st Pennsylvania infantry, and he served
nine months with that organization, receiving an honorable discharge at the close of his term of service. He again enlisted, in
the 2ioth Pennsylvania infantry, and was mustered out within a
year.
For a time after the cessation of hostilities he taught
school at Centralia, and subsequently was appointed agent for
the Lehigh \'alley Railroad Company at that place.
This last
position he held until 1870. when he removed to Tamanend to
take the agency of that station for the Catawissa Railroad Company, the line which has since become the Catawissa branch of
the Philadelphia & Reading system.
In 1877 'i^ was transferred
to Quakake. and after a service there of ten years he was appointed
agent again at Tamanend. His appointment to his present position came in 1900, and he has retained it ever since.
For more
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than a quarter of a century h-e has been a resident of Rush township, for twenty-six years of the time he has been justice of the
peace, and is now serving his seventeenth year as a mem1)er of
the board of school directors. In 1869 was solemnized Mr. Bower's
marriage to Miss Sarah R. Gilbert. Mr. and Mrs. Bower
nave no children. Both are devout communicants of the
\yhich
Mr.
Bower has
of
church,
Episcopal
Protestant
been a member for more than forty years. He is well known
For more than forty-six years he has been
in fraternal circles.
identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a
His connection with Masonry
past officer of the local lodge.
dates from 1867 and he is a member of the lodge, chapter and
commandery of the order, being a past officer in the first two.
Besides these orders he claims membership in the Patriotic Order
of the Sons of America, the Grand Army of the Republic and the
Royal Arcanum. His politics are strongly Republican, but he is
conservative and allows no party prejudice to bias his judgment

Although
in the selection of men for positions of public trust.
well advanced in years he is extraordinarily well preserved in both
mind and body and is a man who has the respect and esteem of
the whole community.
Boyle, Andrew D., an old resident and prominent business man
of Coaldale, was born at Tamaqua, Schuylkill county. Pa., Aug.
His parents, Andrew D. and Susan (Maloy) Boyle, were
15, 1858.
natives of County Donegal, Ireland, and were among the early
settlers of Tamaqua, where the father located in young manhood and took a posit'on as traveling salesman, a business which
he followed until his death, in 1884, at the age of seventy-three
years. His widow survived him some _vears, and died at Summit
Hill, Carbon county, at the age of eighty years.
Seven children
were born to these parents, viz James, Patrick, Annie (who became the wife of John F. Brislin), Dennis, Michael, Condy and
Andrew D. These all reached years of maturity, while several
children died in infancy or early childhood.
The subject of this
sketch was reared and educated in Schuylkill county, and began his
business career in the manner of nearly all the boys of his time
viz: at the coal breaker picking slate. He was identified with the
mining interests for some six years, when he became a clerk in a
general store at Coaldale for a year. He then accepted a position
in a rolling mill at Allentown, and five years were spent in that
business.
He became a resident of Coaldale in 1885, and has
since been identified with the business affairs of that prosperous
and growing borough. He was one of the members of the borough
council elected at its incorporation in March, 1906, and is now
serving as president of that body. He has also served as school
director of Rahn township, and has otherwise demonstrated his
interest in public education.
Mr. Boyle is a Democrat in political
affiliations, and has always taken an active interest in the success
of his chosen party.
He Avas married in December, 1879, to
Bridget McHugh, of Rahn township, Schuylkill county, and a
:

—
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of Joseph and .\..i.i ..;..>iii McIIukIi. natives of IrcThirieen cliiUlren wlm lived beyond the infantile age were
Imrn to this union, and eijilu readied vears of maturity. Of these
llaiuiah. ARues, Josepli. Marnuerilc, Thonias
s.ix are now hving:
Anna and Mar.cella died in youiiK wonianiiooil.
anil Knsalvn.
The laniilv are meniliers of the Roman ( atlndic church.
Boyle, Dennis J., wholesale liquor dealer at "Coaldalc, Pa., was
horn in that town Feb. lo, 1882. a son of .Samuel and Mary Boylej
r.nvle. natives of Ireland, who emigrated to .\inerica and located
at Coahlale ahout 1871. The father has been engaged in the mines
The jiarental
from the date of his coming until the present.
family consists of ten chihlren, of whom the subject of this sketch
The names are: Dennis I., bdm, Samuel, George,
is the eldest.
I'hilip. Mary. Daniel. William. Katie and l\o>e. Dennis I. lioyle was
reared and educated in his native village, which is now a prosperous and growing Iwrough, incorpt)rated to that dignity in
lOCV being thus the youngest borough in Schuylkill county. He
began his business life at the age of twelve, and was employed
lie served
alMiut the mines, and in blacksinithing. until I'JOt.
an apprenticeship of three years with Lewis Hughes in aci|uiring
a knowledge of his trade, and after completing his term followed
In
blacksmithing for about two years, or until Sept. i, 1905.
February, J906. Mr. Boyle purchased his present business, and
At the organization of
has since conducted it successfully.
the borough school board in March. 1906, he was elected secretary
He is a member of
of that body, a position which he still holds.
St. Mary's Roman Catholic church in Coaldale. and sustains an
active relationship with the Ancient < )rder of Hibernians and
Me is a young
I'ather Norton's beneficial and literary society.
man who sustains high relations in the councils of the local
Democracy, and wields a strong influence among the young voters
of Coaldale and Rahn township.
Boyle, John R., is one of the well-known and honored citizens
of ilu- licinnigh of Coaldale. where he is incumbent of the office
of justice of the peace and principal of the Bull Run public school,
and where he is also engaged in the fire-insurance business. He
is a native of Schuylkill county, having been born at Tamaqua.
Feb. 18. 1858, a son of Michael and Mary fO'Donnell) Boyle,
both of whom were born and reared in fine old County Donegal,
Ireland.
Michael Boyle came to America and took up his residence in Schuylkill county in the early 50's. He established his
home in Tamacpta and became identified with the coal-mining
industry of the county. He assisted in driving Xo. 7 tunnel, and
finally contracted miners asthma, which resulted in his death, in
His wife survived him for
1875. ^' ^^^ ^S^ "f forty-five years.
thirty years. Both were communicants of the Catholic church, in
whose faith they were reared. They are survived by six children,
viz: John R.. James M.. Mary A., Hugh
M.. Hannah, and
Michael. Mary A. is the wife of James Carr. and Hannah is the
wife of James Cullen. John R. Boyle, whose name initiates this
.i.uii;l>ior

l.uni.

(
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paragraph, passed his Ijoyhobd days at Summit Hill and Coaldale, this county, and attended the public schools as opportunity
afforded.
At the age of eight years he was given employment
on the coal breakers at Coaldale, and in 1869, when eleven years
of age, was knocked from a coal car by a bridge and recei\-ed
itinjuries which necessitated the amputation of his right arm.
continued to be identified with mining work, however, until 1881.
Through personal application in a private way he rounded out
his education, which he further amplified by special school
work, and in 1881 he was granted a teacher's certificate. He has
put his scholastic acquirements to a good use, since he has successfully followed the pedagogic profession from the year mentioned to the present time, and is one of the popular teachers of
Since i88g he has served consecutively as
his native county.
Mr. Boyle has valiantly
principal of the Bull Run public school.
fought the battle of life under serious handicaps, and his career
has been distinguished by inflexible integrity and unselfish moAfter the death of his father the support of the family fell
tives.
almost entirely upon him, and though afflicted through the loss
of his arm, he never lost courage, but pressed forward to the goal
and made his life count for good in all its relations. He is a
stanch adherent of the Democratic partj^ and is loyal to all the
He is now
duties and responsibilities of enlightened citizenship.
(1907) serving his fourth consecutive term as justice of the peace
of Coaldale, and conducting a very successful fire-insurance
agency, in which he represents a number of leading companies.
He has attained to no little local reputation as an architect and
Mr. Boyle was president and
is a man of distinctive versatility.
later secretary of the first building and loan association organized
in Coaldale and remained one of its able executives until its
maturity, at the end of nine jj'ears. He is now secretary of the
second Coaldale building and loan association, which was organized in 1897, and whose shares, pa3-ing $200 each, matured in nine
years and nine months. He is also president of the Panther Vallc}'
building and loan association, of Ilansford, and a director in the
Citizens' National bank of that borough.
He has been a zealous
worker in behalf of the Panther \'alley hospital association, of
which he is treasurer. He and his family are communicants of
the Catholic church and are identified with the parish of St. ]\'Iary's.
On Dec. 29, 1889, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Boyle to
Miss Alice McHugh, daughter of Andrew and i\Iary McHugh, of
Lansford, Carbon county, and they have six children John, James,
Frank, Mary, Susan, and Gregory.
The two eldest sons are
graduates of the Coaldale high school, in which John completed
the prescribed course at the early age 'of thirteen 3rears, and is
now preparing himself for the priesthood of the Catholic church.
Boyle, Neil J., president of the Coaldale school board, and a
prosperous young miner of that borough, was born in the town
in which he lives, and where he has thus far spent his life.
His
birth occurred on Sept. 6, 1879. He is the eldest of nine children
5— Vol. II
i
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to IVtir and Kate (Burns) Iknlc. tlu- father a native of
Ireland, and tlie iiiotlur luirn in Coaidale, of Irish ancestors. The
names of the children follow: Xcil J.. Kate, Peter, Ann, Daniel,
The father of this family
Patrick, John, .Mary and Margaret.
was a miner at Coaldaic for thirty-two years and still resides in
the town of his adoption, in comfortahle circumstances, as a result
The suhject of tliis sketch
of his early iiulustry and frupality.
was educated in the public schools and at the age of eleven years
entered u|>on the usual vocation of the boys in the coal rcfjions.
After serving his "apprenticeship" as a slate picker he became a
driver and later a skilled miner. He is a younp man of intelligence and public spirit; enjoys the distinction »if being the president of the first school board ever elected in the borough of Coaldale, and manifests a conuiiendable interest in the cause of universal education, as rendered possible through the wise provision
of law.
Mr. Boyle is a member of St. .Mary's Roman Catholic
church, the religious home of his ancestors, and is prominently
connected with various organizations within the church, both of
a beneficial and literarv character.
He also holds luemberslii)) in
the .Ancient Order of Hibernians, thus perpetuating the ancestral
In ]wlitical views the father and sons are Democrats
nationality.
on national issues, and support their friends in local matters.
Brady, Father Francis J., rector of St. Jeromes Roman Catholic
church at Tamaqua, was born in the Parish of Drung, County
Cavan. Ireland. He began the study of theology in St. Patrick's
college, of Cavan, but in 1880 he left the Emerald Isle for the
I'nited States. On Jan. i, 1881. he matriculated at St. Charles'
ln>rn

seminary, Overbrook, Pa., and on Jan. 11, 1885. he was ordained
to the holy priesthood.
His first charge was as assistant to the
Rev. H. F. O'Reilly at the Church of the .Annunciation in the Shenandoah. After a service of four years there Father Brady was
appointed pastor of Beaver Meadow and its dependencies, one of
the most laborious and difficult parishes to attend in the eastern
states.
Six and a half years later he was assigned his present
charge, a.ssuming his duties on Aug. 30. 1895.
His devoted and
faithful work in his present field has been a matter of note
throughout the county and this section of the state.
While
pastor of Beaver Meadows, he had the church, which was threequarters of a mile distant from the center of the town, moved to
within a short distance of the rectory, a task both phenomenal
and unprecedented, which was a great boon and blessing to the
people. Since his advent in Tamaqua he has made many important
improvements on church and rectory. They are modernized, upto-date and second to none in the county. The missions attached
are St. Raphael's at Tuscarora and St. Patrick's at GearA'town.
The needs of the parish are now such as to demand the services of
an assistant priest. This assistant at the present time is Rev.
J. J. Graham, a graduate of St. Michael's parochial school, Philadelphia, Mt. Saint Mary's and St. Charles' seminary, Overbrook, Pa.
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Brandon, Lloyd T., an extensive dealer in lumljcr and timber
was born in Brandonville, in East Union township, SchuylHis ancestors were early settlers of this
Icill county, Nov. 5, 1855.
county, and the village of Brandonville was named in honor of
the founder, Nelson Brandon, father of the subject of this sketch.
The village was laid out in 1864 upon lands then owned by Nelson
Brandon, who established the first hotel and store in the place.
The mother of the subject was Miss Rebecca Artley previous to
Lloyd T. Brandon was eduher marriage to Nelson Brandon.
cated in the public schools of East Union township and at Wyoming seminary, in Luzerne county. His early years were spent as
a clerk in the office of his father, who, like hiinself, was a prosperous lumber dealer. In 1885, Mr. Brandon began his business
career, when for a time he was engaged in supplying mine props
from his timber lands on Pine creek, in Lycoming county. He
shipped the first lumber of this kind ever transported over the
Fall Brook railroad, this being now a part of the New York CenMr. Brandon also had at this time
tral & Hudson River system.
extensive lumber and timber interests at Pine Station, near Lock
Haven, and his residence was at Miftlinburg, in L^nion county.
In 1890, Mr. Brandon laid out the town of Sheppton, and disposed of the lots for Daniel Shepp and James J. Dull, the proprietors. In the spring of 1893 he moved to Hazelton and was engaged in contract work of various kinds until 1896, when he came
His lumbering interests are varied and constantly
to P'ottsville.
increasing with the purchase of new holdings and the development of others. His Pennsylvania lands are principally in Clinton, Clearfield and Center counties, between which he and his
associates operate twent3r-three miles of standard gauge railroad,
connecting the different tracts. They also own timber lands in
Delaware, Maryland and Virginia, having very large holdings in
the last named state, along the Chickahominy and James rivers.
The principal office controlling this southern territory is at Norfolk, Va., while the northern field is under the management of
the P'ottsville office. Mr. Brandon was married in June, 1901. to
Miss Helen Osborne, of Scranton, Pa.
Himself and wife are
members of the First Presbyterian church in Pottsville. The
subject of this article is a Republican in political faith, and held
the office of school director in Union township from 1888 to 1894.
He is prominent in the councils of Free Masonry, having passed
through the various branches of the fraternity until he has attained the thirty-second degree. His initial membership is with
Mifflinburg Lodge, No. 370, Free and Accepted Masons Hazelton Chapter, No. 277, Royal Arch Masons
Constantine Commandery, No. 41, Knights Templars, Philo Court and Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine of
Reading, Pa. He sustains local relations with various clubs and
minor societies, and is also a member of some of the local insurance
lands,

;

;

fraternities.
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who in his clay was one of the
public spirited citizens of Schuylkill county.
was horn in County Kilkenny, Ireland. Ang. ii, 1849. "•'* Lither.
Patrick M. IJrennan. was Imrn in Inland, about the vear iSid. and
his niotluT. whose maiden name was Anastasia I'urcell. was also a
native of the Kmerald Isle.
In iS;^ the family came to .America,
locating; first in Cass township. Scluiylkill ci unity, but later removing to .Mount I'Uasant, where the father died in lf<73. .\ftcr coniinjj to this country he followed the occupation of a miner.
He
was an enthusiastic Democrat, always taking an active part in
catnpaigns. and held the offices of supervisor and school director
for several terms.
Michael I'. I'.rennan grew to manhoful in
Schuylkill county.
He was educated in the schools of Cass and
Foster townships and at the age of nineteen years graduated at the
state normal school at Millersville.
Cpoii leaving school he accepted a position as clerk in the office of the prothonotary of
Schuylkill county, under Hiram Moyer, and remained there for
three years under that official. Subsequently he held a similar
position under prothonotary Thomas V. Kern, until tran>ferred
from that office to the recorder's, under John .V. Reilly. .\ftcr
about a year with Mr. Reilly he accepted a position in the auditing de]>artnient of the Pliiladcli)hia & Reading Coal an<l Iron Company and remained witli this ror])oration from iS.So to iHHy. He
was then elected prothonotary of Schuylkill county and discharged
the duties of the office with skill and fidelity, and to the entire
satisfaction of the general public. .Vt the expiration of his three
years' term in this office he became a traveling salesman for a
Philadelphia grocery house, with which he remained for three
years, resigning his position to enter the employ of the United
States Express Company as a clerk in the \ew York office, which
position he held until his death in September, 1900.
In all his
relations with his fellow-men Mr. Brennan was affable and congenial, and as a citizen he manifested a commendable interest in
every movement for the moral and material advancement of the
Brennan, Michael

hc>t

known

;in«i

P., tliccascti,

nio.st

community in which he lived. He was a friend to education and
served several terms as school director of Mahanov Plane.
On
Jan. 21. 1888. Michael P. Brennan and B. Ann Ryan were united
in marriage.
Mrs. Brennan. who is now living at Mahanov Plane,
is a daughter of John and Bridget (Bovlan) Rvan, both'
natives
of Ireland. She was educated in St. Cecilia's academy, Washington, D. C, a school conducted under the auspices of the Sisters
of the Holy Cross. After completing her education she became a
teacher in the public schools of Mahanoy Plane, and was for
some time the organist in the Holy Rosar\- church at that place.
She is a woman of refinement and culture, and now holds a lucrative position.
Mr. and Mrs. Brennan had five children, four of
whom are still living, viz: Anastasia. Joseph, Edith and Paul.
Brennan, Patrick E., former chief burgess of the borough of
Shenandoah, was born in Montreal. Canada, in 1S49. a son of
Martin and Margaret CRiley) Brennan.

He came

to Schuylkill
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county with his parents when he was but five years of age: the
father located at the Silver 'creek mines and lived and worked
there until his death, at the age of ninety-four years, 'j'he mother
died at the same place, at the age of seventy-nine. Of the thirteen
children born to the parents but two, including the subject of this
sketch, are living, the other being Martin, of the borough of
Shenandoah. One of the sons, Michael was a private in Company
E, 48th Pennsylvania infantry, in the Civil war, and lost his life
in his twenty-third year while in the service of his country at
the second engagement at Bull Run. James died at Silver creek
at the age of sixty-two, and a sister, Mary, departed this life at
Roanoke, Va., in March, 1904. Most of the others died in infancy.
Patrick E. Brennan received a somewhat limited education in the
schools of New Philadelphia, and at the age of ten years
started to earn his own living as a breaker boy in one of the
big coUeries. From that time until he was elected to his present
position, in 1903, he followed mining as a means of livelihood, and
his labors were in all branches of that industry. On June 9, 1880,
Mr. Brennan married Miss Ellen O'Neil, who was born in St.
Clair in 185 1.
The only child born to this union is Martin P.,
who is now a druggist in Shenandoah. He received his educational advantages in the public schools, St. Francis' college and
Keystone state normal school at Kutztown. Mr. Brennan is a
stanch exponent of the principles of the Democratic party and
has always been intensely interested in the success of that organization.
For thirty-one years he has been a member of the Total
Abstinence Brotherhood society, which is under the Catholic
church of the Annunciation, to which all the family belong. Since
1887 he has been a member of the Plioenix Fire Company, and is
one of the charter members of Aerie No. 103 of the Fraternal
Order of Eagles, serving as a trustee and on the house committee.
He is well to do financiall}^ and is the owner of considerable realty

common

in

Shenandoah.

Brenner, Isaac, is a successful business man of the city of Pottsville, where he has maintained his home for a quarter of a century, and where he is" known as an honest and upright citizen. He
was born at Saville, province of Kovno, Poland, Russia, Dec. 22,
1853, and is a son of David and Catherine Brenner, both of whom
were likewise natives of Poland. In the excellently conducted
gymnasium of his native town Mr. Brenner secured his early
educational training. He remained in Poland until 1882, when he
came to America, landing in April of that year and immediately
afterward came to Pottsville, where he has since resided and
where he has attained to success through his own well-directed
efforts, having been industrious and frugal and making the most
of his opportunities.
He was engaged in mercantile pursuits in
this city until 1894, when he established himself in business as a
general dealer in junk, which line of enterprise has since engaged
his attention.
Mr. Brenner is a Republican in politics and is a
Hebrew in his religious faith. On Dec. 25, 1872, he married ^liss
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Fanny Hrcnncr, who was born and reared in the same locality as
himself and who is a daughter of Moses and Freda Hreiiner. (H
the children of this union tlie following hrief record is entered:
Susie, Mrs. Harry Schwartz, resides in I'.rooklyn. N. \'.; l.ouis
resides in Lebanon. I'a. Ida is the wife of Max Weiner. and resides in the state of Mississippi and at the parental home remain
Kathryn. Philip, Mary, Anna, Lena, and Esther.
Bressler, Albert M., a farmer of llegins township, was born at
iJonaldson, Scluiylkill county, June ii, 1847, his iiarents being
Abraham and Rebecca (Adams) I5ressler, the former a native of
Hcgins township and the latter of Xortlnnnberland county. Abraham I'.ressler lived in Hcgins township all his life, lie was a
farnter, teamster and miner; was one of the leading Democrats
in the county in his day; held the office of poor director for several
He died in
years, and was a member of the Reformed church.
His widow survived him for
1872. at the age of fifty-four years.
a number of years and died at the age of seventy-eight. They had
CatluTinc is the wife ijf C. M. Long, of Reading;
eight chililren.
Richard is a retired iiurcliant of I-'ountain, where he was for some
time postmaster: Rebecca is Mrs. Aaron Otto, of Hegins township: Sarah is Mrs. William Long, of Reading; Elizabeth lives
at Reading as the widow of Richard Ke.ssler; Susan died in childhood, and Robert died in 1898 from the effects of a burn received
.\lbert M. Bressler lived with his parents until he
in the mines,
was twenty-eight years of age. On Sept. 17, 1876, he married Miss
Lavinia. daughter of Peter and Kate (Roebuck) Bohner, of Northumberland county, both now dcceaseil. She is one of a family of
thirteen children, of whom nine are living, all in Northumberland
county with the exception of Mrs. Bressler. Noah is a farmer;
Susan is the wife of Elias Tressler; Joel is a farmer and bricklayer; Harriet is the widow of William Furster John is retired;
Peter is a shoemaker; George is a bricklayer at Shamokin Catherine is the wife of Levi Bohner. After the death of Mrs. Bressler's mother her father married Susanna ShaetTcr. by whom he
;

;

;

:

had one son, William, who is now living in Northumberland
After his marriage Albert ^L Bressler lived for a while
on the old homestead. He then went to Northumberland county,
where he remained for six years, when he removed back to the
old place, in 1894, and has lived there ever since that time, carrying on a general farming business. He has 114 acres of good land,
about 40 acres of which is under cultivation. In addition to his
farming interests he runs a huckster wagon, selling his produce at
Tremont. He is one of the active Republican workers of Hegins
township and was for several years supervisor. He belongs to
the Grange, the Royal Arcanum and the Reformed church at
Hegins.
Mr. and Mrs. Bressler have the following children:
Charlemagne, J. Claude, William H., Be.ssie J.. Harry J. and Lloyd
H. Charlemagne is a miner at Fountain. He married Ida Eckler
and had two children Burd E. and Gertie May. J. Claude is a
farmer and carpenter in Hegins township.
He married Mamie

county.

—
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William li. married
Otto and has one daughter Naomi E.
Sadie (Jable and is a carpenter at Hegins. Bessie J. is the wife
of Arthur D. Otto and lives at Fountain. She has one daughter
Elsie Irene. The other cJiildren are at home.
Bressler, Michael G., one of the well-known residents of Hegins,
is a descendant of that sturdy German ancestry that did so much
during the eighteenth century to reclaim the great Keystone state
from the primeval wilderness. The first member of the family to
leave the Fatherland was George Simon Bressler, born at Mannheim in the old Palatinate, on F'eb. 22, 1722, and immigrated to
For more than half a century he enSchuylkill county in 1749.
dured the hardships, privations and hard labor incident to a
pioneer's life. His demise occurred on Nov. 15, 1802, and his remains were buried in Hetzel's churchyard. A son, Michael Bressler, was born to George Simon Bressler in Tulpehocken township,
Berks county, on Aug. 15, 1764. Michael grew to manhood in his
father's home and in later life married Barbara Hetzel, born Sept.
14, 1771, in Elizabeth township, Lehigh county, and died June 29,
1833, and her husband followed her to the grave on Feb. 22, 1843.
They had nine children, of whom a son, John, was born in Pine
Grove township, then in Berks county, on Feb. i, 1800, and died
on May 19, eighty years later. This son John was twice married,
the first time on Nov. 26, 1826, to Barbara Henn, who died on
Dec. 8, 1827, leaving one child. His second marriage occurred on
March 22, 1831, to Miss Elizabeth Gehies, born March 28, 1810,
and died April 24, 1898. One of the children of the second mar-

was John H. Bressler, whose natal day was Nov. 29, 1827.
others are Katherine, Barbara, William H., Michael G., Solomon G., Simon Nathaniel, Mary Ann, Aaron Joel and Jonathan
Peter, all of whom are living with the exception of Katherine,
Mary Ann and John H. Mr. Bressler married Miss Susanna
Rabuck, daughter of Peter Rabuck of Northumberland county.
The family are all members of the Reformed church of Hegins.
Mr. Bressler is an independent in politics, and without the aid of
party or faction he was once elected to the office of township
treasurer.
In a fraternal way he is identified with the Valley
View Lodge, No. 568, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and Washington Camp, No. 109, of the Patriotic Order of the Sons
riage

The

of America, of Valley View.
Bright, Hunter F., one of the most prominent citizens of Ashland and a wealthy lumber dealer, was born in that borough on
Jan. 18, 1859. The Bright family has been prominently identified
with the lumber trade in Schuylkill county for more than half
a century.
The grandfather was the first member of the family
to locate in Schuylkill county.
His name also was Hunter F.
Bright, and he was born at Lewisburg, Pa.
He located first at
Minersville and there for many years was engaged in the harness and saddlery business. On leaving Minersville he went to
Ashland to make his home with a son. His death occurred in
1900 in his ninety-eighth year. His wife was Mary Yeager, and
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to them were born four cliiltlrcn
William H.. Harrison, Daniel
ami Carrie. The latter, now deceased, hecainc the wife of Jacoh
Lawrence. The eldest of the fi>ur was born in i8jj, and when he
grew up learned the saddlers' an<l harness-makers' trade.
In
1852 he removed to Ashland and there embarked in the lumber
business, in which he was actively engaged until the time of his
death, in January. i-S*/). For several years he also hail extensive
in tiniher in Potter county, I*a.
Mis wife was Anna
Barbara Seitzinger. a daughter of Peter and CatluTinc Seitzinger,
of l-'ountain Springs, ami to them were born seven children, viz.:
Kate, wife of Charles Wilhelm; Ada. wife of Rev. Archie Stewart;
Hunter F., of this memoir; Morton; Eva, wife of H. A. Acker;
Hunter F. Bright attended the public schools
John, and David.
of Ashland and was reared to manhood within its borders. When
he had completed his scholastic training he entered the lumber
business with his father and since that time has been continuously
and successfully engaged in it. After his father's demise he i)urchased the controlling interest in the retail business and since that
time has become financially interested in a wholesale industry in
North Carolina. Something of the extent of his vast holdings may
be judged when it is known that his yearly business amounts to
.'?i25,ooo.
On Jan. 28. 1890, .Mr. Bright married Miss Laura Orth,
a daughter of Ernest and Dorothy (Dcencr) (Jrth, of Philadelphia.
Five daughters have blessed this union, by name Anna. .Marguerite, Dorothy, Ruth and Laura.
The faiiiilv arc all members
of the Presbyterian church of Ashland.
Politically Mr. Bright
is a stanch exponent of the principles of the Republican party, and

interests

as the candidate of that party was twice elected a member of the
borough council. Fraternally he is identified with the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks. He is recognized as a man of
public spirit, keen business sagacity and thorough honesty in all
his dealings.

Briscoe, Sidney B., deceased, of Pottsville. was born in Countv
\\aterford, Ireland.
He came to America in 1856, as a boy of
thirteen years, and thereafter traveled in various parts of' the
country until he attained to maturity. He finally became manager of a store for the Xelson Furnace Company, near Louisville,
Ky., where he remained until about 1879, when he took up his
residence in Pottsville. where he established and became manager
of a general store conducted by the Alliance Store Company at
New Philadelphia. He continued superintendent of the business
until about 1885. when he became the principal owner of the same,
with which he continued to be actively identified until his death]
which occurred in 1899. He married Sarah Loeser, who was born
in Orwigsburg, Schuylkill county. Pa., a daughter of Christrjpher
Loeser. who was one of the leading members of the bar of this
county for many years. Mr. Loeser maintained his residence in
Orwigsburg for a long period, and when the countv seat w^as
removed thence to Pottsville, he took up his residence in the latter
place, where he continued to be engaged in the practice
of his
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profession luilil his ilcalli. lie was tlie first solicitor in the country
for the Philadelphia & Reading railroad, and was an hontjrcil and
He was a man of unblemished
influential citizen of the county.
character and held the confidence and esteem of all who knew
him. He is survived by his wife and three children, John M.,
Louise, and Avalon. John M., who succeeded his father at the
head of the large and popular general mercantile establishment

&

Co., was born in Pottsville, July 22, 1878, reof S. B. Briscoe
ceiving his early education in the public schools of that place,
where he was graduated in the high school, as a member of the

class of 1897. He later took post-graduate work in the high school
and for one term was a student in the architectural department of
In 1899 he took charge of the
the University of Pennsylvania.

business which had so long been successfully conducted under the
management of his honored father, and he is well upholding the
prestige of the name, both as a loyal citizen and as a reliable and
able business man. The present commodious store building was
erected, in 1888 and in the same complete and select lines of goods
are kept in each department.
Brooke, Lewis Phillips, deceased, for many years a resident of
Pottsville and a pioneer in developing the anthracite coal fields,
was born at Valley Store, Chester county. Pa., March 19, 1816.
His father, Samuel Brooke, was born in 1789, and died at PottsIn
ville in 1839, his death having been the result of an accident.
1813 Samuel Brooke married Miss Priscilla Phillips, who was
born in 1793. Both parents were members of the Friends' church.
Lewis P. Brooke received an education in the most advanced
schools of that period, and became an accomplished musician. He
came to Pottsville while still in his youth, where his father engaged in mercantile pursuits, but he subsequently removed to
Philadelphia to engage in the wholesale dry goods. business. In 1844
Lewis P. Brooke and Miss Margaret Susan Weaver, of Branchdale,
Pa., were married in Branchdale. Soon afterward they removed to
Philadelphia and later returned to Pottsville, where he became
identified with the opening of the anthracite coal industry. During
the Civil war he served in the Pennsylvania emergency troops, and
in 1865 he went to Lynchburg, Va., where for four years he was
in charge of the rolling mills.
While living in Lynchburg he
served as a member of the city council, where he demonstrated his
capacity for handling municipal matters and was recognized as a
man of great public spirit. About 1869 he retired from active
business associations, returned to Pottsville and there passed to
his eternal reward on Jan. 22, 1895, at the age of seventy-nine
years. His wife was born in 1823 and preceded him to the Great
Bej'ond, her death having occurred in 1891. They were the parents
of the following children Catherine P., Ida B., George.A., Annie M.,
:

Walter C. and Henry. Throughout his life Mr. Brooke was an
active and energetic citizen.
Brought up as he was under the
teaching of his Quaker parents, he had a fine perception of right
and wrong, and this teaching influenced his everv action in "his

7
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Modest ami unostentatious in his
relations with his fcliow-mcn.
haUits. he couKI nevertheless say "No" to any ami every proposiThe world's progress is
tion that did not meet his moral ideal.
due to such men, and the world is the better for his having lived
in

it.

B., shipping agent for one of the big rolof Schuylkill county, with headquarters at Cressona, was
lie is a son of
born in Reilly township in November, 1863.
Michael and Anna (Quinlan) r.rosnahan. and is the third in order
of birth of the ten chiMrcn born to them, seven of whom survive.
The others are Mary. ICUa, .Margaret. .Michael, John and .Anna.

Brosnahan, Timothy

leries

County Limerick and
respectively Iwirn in
County Cork, Irelaml. and immigrated to this country in 1851.
locating at Yellow S|)ring, Dauphin county, and subsequently in
The paternal grandparents were Timothy and
Reilly township.
Mary Brosnahan. and on the maternal side the grandparents were
John and Hannah Quinlan. Timothy 15. Brosnahan attended the
common schools of his native township and at the age of fifteen
years started work as a breaker boy. Me was promoted by degrees to the position of clerk of the colliery and subsequently

The parents were

transferred to the headquarters of the company in I'ottsville.
In 1896 he received the api)ointment to his present position of
responsibility.
His retention in the office for more than a decade
In
is ample evidence of the efficiency with which he has filled it.

was

Mr. Brosnahan is absolutely independent, and he and his
family are communicants of St. Patrick's church of I'ottsville. In
l*"ebruary, 1899, was celebrated Mr. lirosnahan's marriage to Miss
Mary Carley, a daughter of Peter Carle)-, of Mahanoy City. Two
children, a daughter and a son, John and Mary by name, have been
born to this union.
Brown, Frank, general manager of the extensive shoe manufacturing industry ifi Schuylkill Haven, was born in the town in which
most of his mature years have been spent. His birth occurred
on March 10, 1868. His parents. Daniel and Elizal)eth (Deibert)
Brown, were natives of Landingville, Schuylkill county. The
father enlisted early in the Civil war and served with honor
throughout that great national struggle. Frank Brown attended
the public schools of his native county, and in early manhood
became interested in the shoe manufacturing business. He was
for four years connected with the business at Landing\'iilc and
came from there to his present position in Schuylkill Haven in
1892. Fourteen years of his life have been spent in charge of an
industry employing many workmen and requiring the constant
supervision of a manager well skilled in the work.
That Mr.

politics

Brown

fulfills this

requirement

is

self-evident, in

view of

his

long

the position.
He was married July 10, 1894. to
Miss Alice Ehly. She has been an orphan almost from her birth,
so that but little is known of her parents, and nothing of her ancestral history.
Mr. and Mrs. Brown have an interesting family
of four children, the eldest of whom is Madalene Salome, born

continuance

in
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1898; Stanley Hendrick, born July

15,

first

19,

1900;

F. Alfred,

and Hamilton, born Sept. 19, 1905. The two
upon their educational career and are
entered
named have

born Sept.

18,

1902,

battling with the mysteries of juvenile life in the public schools.
Mr. and Mrs. Brown are members of the Reformed church. He
is

an independent Republican

in his political affiliations.

Brown, Frank A., a member of the firm of Ney & Brown, of
Freidensburg, and a son of Joseph and Susanna (Schwartz) Brown,
was born in Wayne township, Dec. 12, 1858. He attended the
public schools until he was sixteen years of age and then taught
school for several terms, after which he entered the mercantile
life

in

April,

until 1888.

1882,

at

Rock, Schuylkill county, remaining there

At that time he

sold his business to

John G. Mauree

going into business there as a general
and moved
merchant in company with Mr. Daniel R. Ney, under the firm
name of Ney & Brown, the partnership continuing until the present time. On Nov. 26, 1881, Mr. Brown was married to Miss Lorina
Reber, daughter of Charles and Lorina (Overbeck) Reber, of
Wayne township, and three children, one son and two daughters,
have been born to this union. E. Estella is a stenographer in
Pottsville Grover N. is a student in the Kutztown normal school,
and Dora R. is at home. Mr. Brown belongs to Camp No. 264,
Patriotic Order Sons of America; to Council No. looi. Order
of Independent Americans, and to Page Lodge, No. 272, Free and
Accepted Masons, of Schuylkill Haven. He is a past officer in
both the Patriotic Order of Sons of America and the Independent
Pie originated the
Americans.
In politics he is a Democrat.
Brown reunion, which is held annually on the first Saturday in
September. The family belongs to the Reformed church of Freidensburg, of which Mr. Brown is an elder and is also the represenBesides
tative to the classes held by the church in the county.
his mercantile business, Mr. Brown follows the profession of a
surveyor, to which he devotes a considerable portion of his time.
Brown, Frank Luther, son of Harry Adam and Regina Marie
(Kemmerer) Brown, was born in Lebanon, Lebanon county, Pa.,
on Jan. 5, 1870. He received his early education in the public
schools of Lebanon. On April 13, 1885, he entered the employ of
Dr. William B. Means, a druggist in Lebanon, as a clerk, where
he served until April 10, 1889, when he accepted a position with
Rush P. Marshall (now deceased), of Philadelphia. He remained
in that position for about three years, when he embarked in business for himself at the corner of Main and Pearl streets, Norristown. Pa., on Sept. i, 1892.
Here he conducted a retail drug
business for seven years, when he sold out to- Atwood Yeakle,
who removed the business to DeKalb and Spruce streets. Mr.
Brown remained with Mr. Yeakle for a short time, as manager of
the store until the latter could secure a pharmacy clerk. He then
entered the employ of the William Stabler Drug Company, wdiolesale druggists of Norristown, Pa., where he remained for a short
time.
Mr. Brown was at one time a room-mate of the son of
to Freidensburg,

;

7«

St
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Senator Quail, ami thiriiiK the coal strike oi ir/i-' he cnltrcd upon
a correspondence with the senator relative to oblaininf; a supply
of river coal, washed up from the river bed. Through this corresponilencc. Senator (Juail requested Mr. Brown to find a purchn>cr for the drug business at Auburn, which finally resulti<l in
lie has adiled to the
the latter purchasinp the business himself,
orii;inaI business the manufacture and sale of ice cream, both
wholesale and retail, and a newspaper and periodical department.
Mr. Brown entered the I'hiladelphia college of pharmacy in 1S89
and was graduated in the spring of 1891 with the degrev.- of I'll. Cj.
he was married on June 14, i.S«)3. to lamina Marie Nagele and
Une daughter. Miriam,
three children have been born to them.
died in infancy, and two sons, Frank Mclanchthon and Luther
Adolphus, arc living. In politics .Mr. Brown is a Republican. He
has always been much interested in church and Suiul.iy school
work; was superintendent of the Sunday school in .Xorristown,
and has been assistant superintendent of the Sunday sclurol since
coming to .\uburn. I'oth he and his family belong to the Lutheran
he has been president of the Luther League of Berks,
church
Montgomery and Chester counties; has been president for two
vears of the Schuylkill county Luther League, and has also been
a generous contributor to historical works prepared in Lebanon,
Dauphin and Montgomery counties.
Brown, Jared S., was born in December, iS,^^. on the farm
where he now lives, in Wayne township, a son of Joseph and
Susanna (Schwartz) Brown. His early education was obtained
in the public schools and his academic training in the Myerstown
college,
.-\fter finishing his education he entered upon the profession of teaching and followed it for thirty years in his native
town. In 1903 he retired from professional life and took up farming as a permanent occupation. He married Miss .Sarah A. I'>erkheiser. daughter of William Berkhciser. of South Manheim township, to which union there were born three sons and one daughter,
all of whom are living, viz.: Herman E., Calvin .\., Richard E. and
).
Lillian
Calvin A., the second son, attended Kutztown normal
school, where he was graduated in iSqq. He then entered Franklin
and Marshall college in Kjoo. at which he was graduated in 1903.
In the summer of 1905 he entered the L'niversity of Pennsylvania,
taking a post-graduate course in mathematics. He has been since
1904 professor of chemistry in the Mercersburg (Pa.) academy.
Herman E. is also a graduate of the Kutztown normal, finishing
the course there in 1896. He then took a business course at Xorristown and taught for five terms before entering upon his present
position as railway mail clerk between Pittsburg and New- York.
He married Miss Lizzie Manbeck, of Washington township.
Schuylkill county.
Richard E. also graduated at the Kutztown
normal, in 1906, and in the fall of the same year entered the freshman class at Lehigh university, where he is now pursuing his
studies. Lillian O. was graduated from the Kutztown normal in
1904. and is now attending Dickinson college, where she is a
:
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a member of the Paand of
Freidensburg,
His son Herman belongs to the former lodge and
the Grange.
In his political affiliations .Mr.
also to the Masonic fraternity.
Brown is a Democrat. The family are connected with the Reformed church. In addition to his other business interests, Mr.
Brown is a director of the First National bank of Schuylkill

member
triotic

of the junior class. 'TMr. Brown
Sons of America, of

is

Order

Haven.
Brownmiller, Henry H., superintendent of the Schuylkill county
almshouse at Orwigsburg, and for the past seventeen years a
justice of the peace, was born in Berks county. Pa., Jan. 23, 1842.
He is one of seven children (and the only survivor) of George and

Anna

(Foose)

Brownmiller.

The

father

was a man

of varied

For many years he was organist and musical director
of a Lutheran church, and after the establishment of the public
school svstem he became a teacher. For a score of years he was
justice of the peace.
His demise occurred in his ninety-second
year and the mother died in 1882 at the age of eighty-eight. The
occupations.

subject of this sketch received his education in the common schools
and in the Oley academ3^ After the completion of his scholastic
work he alternately taught school and worked on a farm until
July, 1861, when he enlisted in Company L, ist Pennsylvania
volunteer cavalry. Plis regiment was assigned to the Army of
the Potomac and he served with that army until the close of the
great internal struggle.
When his term expired in 1863 Mr.
Brownmiller reenlisted in the same company. He was a participant in sixteen battles, among them the second Bull Run, Antietam, Chancellorsville, the Wilderness, Cold Harbor and others.
While fighting at White House Landing on June 21, 1864, in
Sheridan's raid to Trevilian Station, he was twice wounded, once
in the left breast and once in the left arm.
For nine months he
was an inmate of the Carver hospital at AVashington. While
there gangrene set in and several times his life was despaired of.
After his recovery he rejoined his regiment and about five days
before Lee's surrender at Appomattox he was badly wounded in
a saber fight. His last wound has troubled him more or less ever
since.
brother, George W. Brownmiller, was a member of the
regular army for twentj^-two years and saw ser-vice with Scott
in the Me.xican war.
When hostilities had ceased Mr. Brownmiller returned to Pennsylvania and for twenty-eight years was
engaged in pedagogic work, serving at Bernville, Berks county,
some twelve years, at Orwigsburg four years, Frackville five
years. Port Carbon one 5'ear, and at oth'er places for different
periods. He is now seving his fourth term as justice of the peace.

A

While home on furlough in September, 1864. Mr. Brownmiller
was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Kline, of Bernville,
Berks county, a daughter of William and Elizabeth (Wagner)
Kline.
To this union was born one daughter, who in later life
became the wife of John Heckman and died in IXIarch, 1900, at
the age of thirt3--four.

Mrs. Brownmiller

is

a

member

of the
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Reformed church and her htishand of the Lutheran ci>nfjreKatii>n.
He is also identificil with the Grand Army of the Republic, the
Sons of America and the Order of American Mechanics. He has
always been active in politics, and his forensic ability lias often
l)ecn

called

Memorial

into rcfpiisition. not only duriuR cam]>ai(;ns. but on
and other anniversaries. Altlioupli well a<lvnnced

<lays

years he is enthusiastic and inlcrprisin).; in everything he undertakes and is a most etlicient incumbent of his office.
Brownmillcr, Thomas D., son of Jose|>h and Hannah (Stinc)
in

lUownmiller, was born in Hamlin, Lebanon county Pa., in 1856.
educated in the public schools and was graduated from
the Reformed church preparatory school known as the Palatinate
He taught music for ten years, but
college, in Myerstown, I'a.
gave it \\y> on account of failing health. an<l started in the marble
and granite-cutting business in .^chuylkill Haven, where he manufactures marble and granite monuments, headstones, marker posts
and coping, and also deals in curbing and flagging. The stoneyard is thoroughly equijipcd with all modern ajiplianccs for the
The time of Mr. Browtmiillcr's comIiest possible workmanship.
ing to Schuylkill. Jan. C\ 1885, was identical with the beginning of
this business, which he has conducted with such marked success.
He was married in January. 1876. to Fianna Gerhart, of Hamlin.
Lillie. Harry,
Pa., and to this union have been l)orn five children
Mr. Brownmillcr affiliates
Charles, Roy and Annette, all living.
with the Democratic party and is a strong supporter of the jxdicies
of that party.
The family belongs to the Lutheran church of
Schuylkill Haven.
Bruno, Frank P., cigar manufacturer and merchant of Kelayres
and Mc.\doo, with a residence in the former place, was born in
a little town near Naples. Italy, April 4, 1852, a son of Louis and
Mary Bruno. His educational advantages were limited to a year
of study in a parish school.
His residence in the L^nited States
dates from 1882, when he came to Kelayres. His first labor was
For
in the mines, where after three years he was made a foreman.
fifteen years more he remained in that capacity and then he purchased of his brother a general merchandising business.
.Since
that time he has been extending his interests in other directions.
In 1904 he built a factory for the manufacture of cigars, where he
employs six people the whole year. The output is not limited
to any one brand, and the several varieties manufactured are well
known because of their high quality. Within the last year Mr.
Bruno has opened a shoe and men's furnishing store in Mc.-Vdoo,
conducting it with the aid of a resident manager. Politically he
is a stanch Republican and a factor in the councils of that party.
At the present time he is chairman of the Kline township Republican committee and of the county executive committee.
For a
number of years he has been a school director, and in 1899 was
appointed postmaster of Kelayres by President McKinley. Fratemallv he is a Knight of Pythias and has held the office of treasurer of the lodge. In 1874 Mr. Bruno was united in marriage to

He was

—
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Miss Josephine Mazzula, and' to this union were born two chilthe latter is mardren, Lucy and Louis. The former is deceased
Mr.
ried and the father of two children, Frank and Josephine.
Bruno's family are all communicants of the Roman Catholic church
of the Lnmaculate Conception at McAdoo. The father has come
to be recognized as one of the leaders in the commercial circles
of McAdoo and Kelayres, and as an example of industry, enter;

and honesty is certainly worthy of emulation.
Buehler, Samuel, jury commissioner of Schuylkill county, is a
son of Peter and Catherine (Groetzinger) Buehler, and was born
His parents immiin North Manheim township, June 9, 1866.
grated to Philadelphia from Wiirtemberg, Germany, in 1850, and
located at Schuylkill Haven in 1852. His father was employed in
public positions on the canal and in other capacities until 1859,
when he bought the farm in North Manheim township where
Samuel was born. Peter Buehler died in March, 1867. His wife
survived him for over thirty years, passing away on Feb. 26, 1898.
The family consisted of four sons and three daughters. Of the
sisters Christine married Samuel Berger, Mary married John
Christ, and Louisa married Jacob Berger, all of Schuylkill Haven,
although Mr. Christ was formerly of Tremont.
John, a freight
conductor on the Philadelpliia & Reading railway, married Rose
George was drowned in the Raritan canal
Geizer, of Tamaqua
Daniel, a conductor on the Pittsburg division
at Trenton in 1873
of the Pennsylvania railway, is married and lives at Altoona, Pa.
Samuel Buehler was educated in the public schools until he was
sixteen years of age, when he began to work at any odd jobs by
which he could earn a livelihood. In the spring of 1889 he went
to the Mine Hill railroad, now the Philadelphia & Reading, at
Mine Hill crossing as. brakeman. This position he resigned in 1891
and worked as a carpenter until 1892, when he joined Compan}' F,
4th regiment, Pennsylvania National Guard, and served until July
30, 1895, when he lost his foot by an accident and was taken to
the Pottsville hospital, being the third patient admitted after the
opening of that institution. He was elected to the office of school
director in North Manheim township in 1893, served for five years
and was secretary of the board for two years. In 1897 he was
appointed carpenter at the county almshouse and served in this
capacity for two years. In March, 1899, he moved to Schuylkill
Haven, where he opened a hotel, which he is still conducting.
In 1905 he was appointed councilman for an unexpired term, and
in February, 1906, was elected to the office for another term, which
expires in March, 1909. On Nov. 6, 1906, Mr. Buehler was elected
jury commissioner of the county for a term of three years.
On
Dec. 13, 1898, Mr. Buehler married Ida, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
George Sheafifer, of Schu)dkill Haven. ]\'Irs. Buehler died on
Oct. 5, 1903, leaving no children.
Mr. Buehler is a member and
past grand of Carroll Lodge, No. 120, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, of Schuylkill Haven a past sachem of Pecos Tribe, No.
a mem327, Improved Order of Red i\Ien, of the same place
prise

;

;

;

;

so
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bcr of IVittsvillc Acric. Xo. 1.^4. IVaternal Or<lcr of llaj,'It>-, and
belongs to the (isli and Ranic i)rotcctivc association of I'oltsvillc.
Mr. Ituchlcr is a Republican in politics and a stronjj su]>porter of
the policies of his party, lie is a member of the German Lutheran
church of Schuylkill Haven.
Burke, Miles M., the genial proprietor of "Burke's Pharmacy,"
at the corner of Main and Lloyd streets, Shenandoah, was born
Aug. 5. iSSj, in the liori>u.t;li where he now lives. His parents,
Mark and Maria (Loftus) lUirke, were both born in Ireland.
They were married at Mincrsvillc, Schuylkill county, Hec. 12, i&jg,
and N"ov. 27. 1871, located in Shenandoah. The father has been
identified with mining interests all his active life, and for the past
twenty years has held the position of fire boss. He has been an
active participant in local public affairs, having served on the
Shenandoah school board for three years: was also a member
of the borough council for three years, and for a like period held
the office of tax collector.
'Ilie mother died in Shenandoah on
Dec. 31, 1903. They were the parents of thirteen children, nine
of whom are living and are all useful members of society. Patrick
J., who for several years edited the Shenandoah Daily Xews, is
a j)rinter in
the wife of

Philadelphia

Thomas

;

Annie

P.,

a

registered

iiharmacist,

is

Flannagan, a druggist in .Mahanoy City,
and is a graduate of the Pdoomsbnrg state normal school; Michael
F. is a mechanic in Philadelphia
Mary E. marricfl Edward Gorman, a civil engineer of Williamsport, Pa.; Sarah G., a graduate
of Bloomsburg state normal .school, is a teacher in the Shenandoah
schools; Miles M. is the subject of this sketch; Adele is a graduate of the Bloomsburg state normal school and is a teacher at Zion
Grove, Schuylkill county; Mark is employed in his brother's drug
store, having become a registered pharmacist on Dec. 30. 1905
and Margaret lives at home with her father. Miles M. Burke
acquired his education in the Shenandoah .schools, graduating in
the high school with the class of i8g8, and was president of the
class.
He then served an apprenticeship in a .Shenandoah drug
store, and on July 25. 1903, was duly registered.
For six years
he was in the employ of Paul W. Ilauck and in January. 1905,
opened his present jilace of business, where he carries such a stock
as is usually to be found in a first-class drug store.
He makes a
specialty of prescription trade, and Burke's Pharmacy is noted
throughout the city for its "Innovation" soda fountain, one of the
latest inventions of its kind. His brother has been with him ever
since he began business. The family are members of the Annunciation Roman Catholic church, and Mr. Burke was one of the
charter members of the Knights of Columbus and Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks in Shenandoah. He also belongs to other
fraternal organizations.
In politics he is a Democrat, but has
never sought or held public office, though he is always ready and
wLlling to do his part toward winning a Democratic victory.
Busbar, Harry Fernsler, a successful young business man of
Mahanoy City, was born in Pottsville. Schuylkill county, Pa.,
J.

;

;

BIOGRAPHICAL
Nov.
the

25,

1872.

His

same borough

81

Wesley Bushar, was born in
mother, who in maidenhood
Schuylkill Haven in 1845. The

father, Charles
1842, and his

in

was Hettie Hommes, was born in
Bushar family has been identified with the history of Pottsville
since 1833, when the grandparents of Harry F. located on a portion of the site of the present county courthouse. This land was
sold by them to Schuylkill county in 1858. Charles Wesley Bushar,
the subject's father, was one of the first letter-carriers appointed
in the borough of Pottsville, a business with which he was still
connected at the time of his death, in 1886. He was a member of
Company G, 39th Pa. Militia, during the emergency call of
His sons are mostly given to mechanical pursuits. The
1863.
paternal great-grandfather of Harry F. Bushar was a soldier during the War of 1812, and John K. Fernsler, a great-uncle of the
subject, served as private soldier during the war with Mexico.
He was also a soldier in the Civil war, and served as first lientenant of Company H, 96th regiment, Pennsylvania volunteer infantry, and commanded his company during most of its term of
brother of the subject of this sketch, Fredenlistment.
Pennsylvania
erick D. Bushar, served in Company H, 8th
(See
volunteer infantry, during the Spanish-American war.
Harry F. Bushar reMilitary
History.)
the
chapter on
ceived his education in the public schools of Pottsville, beHe was then
ing graduated from the grammar school in 1886.
apprenticed to the printers' trade and followed the "Art PreservaIn 1898 he located in Mahanoy
tive" for a number of years.
City, and became interested in the establishment of a shirt factory,
the purpose of which is indicated by the name. This business he
has developed into one of the paying industries of the town, and
gives remunerative employment to a number of wage-workers.
Mr. Bushar was married on Aug. 7, 1900, to Miss Charlotte Eisenacher, of Pottsville. She is a daughter of Frederick and Catherine
Eisenacher, residents of Pottsville. The onh^ child born to this

A

union

is

Master Harold Gordon Bushar, born March

7,

1904.

The

subject of this article is prominently identified with the Masonic
fraternity, being a member of Mahanoy City Lodge, No. 357
Mizpah Royal Arch Chapter, No. 252 Ivanhoe Commandery, No.
;

Knights Templars, and Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is also affiliated with Mahanoy
City Lodge, No. 695, Benevolent and Protective Otder of Elks;
Washington Camp No. 36, Patriotic Order of Sons of America,
and Pottsville Council, No. 263, Independent Order of Odd Fellows. His political affiliations are with the Republican party, but
he has never sought or held public office. In the business world
Mr. Bushar is rated as successful, and he and his estimable wife
are prominent in the social functions of their adopted home city.
Callaway, John M., the popular proprietor of the Pennsylvania
hotel, Middleport, is one of the able representatives of the hotelkeepers' fraternity in Schuylkill county.
He was born at New
Philadelphia, this county, Nov. 24, 1869, and is a son of James and
6—Vol. II
31,
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Philippa

(Mamull)

l.allawa.\,

the foriiur

i>i

wlioni

was

liorii

in

Cornwall. I-jiKland. an<l the latter in lUythc township. Schuylkill
county. a (laughter of Illisha Manuill, who was a native of l'".nKland. and who was nuuihered anmn^,' the pioneer miners of Schuylkill county.
.Mr. Manuell was employed as a statinmry engineer
in the mines for many years and was killefl at the I'.lackbury colliery, in illythe township, about 1872.
James Callaway came to
America about the year 1S5J and took up his residence in Schuylkill county, where he has since continued to maintain his home.
He was identified with the mininp operations of the county until
1898, since which time he has conducted an independent l)iisiness
as a teamster; he has been a resident of .Middleport since 1875.
Of his eleven children nine attained to years of maturity. R.
VN'illiam, who was fire boss at the Kaska \Villiam mine, was there
sutTocated to death Dec. 18, 1899, and his body was not recovered
until a month later; John M. is the next in order of birth; Joseph
Cora is the wife
J., of Berwick, Pa., is enjjaped in carpentering:
of David Kvans; Emma J. is the wife of Charles Corbcy James
is deceased: and the younper children are iJertlia, Elsie. Edith and
Charles. John M. Callaway was six years of age at the time when
his parents took up their residence in Middlejjort. in the public
schools of which village he secured his early educational discipline.
At the age of thirteen years he bcpan work as a slatepicker in the breaker, and he worked up throupb the various grades
of promotion until he became a miner, and finally, in 1900. be was

—

;

made assistant inside foreman in the Kaska \\iriiam colliery. He
held this jxisition five years, at the expiration of which, in .March,
1905. he became engaged in his present line of business.
He has
made his hotel a most po])ular one and is doing a successful business.
During his mining career Mr. Callaway had many narrow
escapes from death, and he recalls with satisfaction that it was
his privilege, in the fall of 1906. to save from death Joseph Schroeder, who, while hunting, had fallen down an abandoned airwav of
a mine, a distance of 175 feet. Mr. Callaway was the first to go
to his rescue, but on being let down into the opening he found
the rope was too short by at least fifteen feet.
He discovered
that the unfortunate hunter was alive, however, and when more
rope was secured he. with the assistance of others, succeeded
rescuing Mr. Schroeder, who is alive to-day and practically
none the w|orse for his experience. In recognition of Mr. Callaway's heroism in this connection the friends of the rescued man
presented to the subject of this sketch a hand.some gold watch,
chain and charm, the watch being suitably engraved to indicate
the reason of presentation. Mr. Callaway is a Republican in his
political proclivities, is affiliated with the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows and the Patriotic Order Sons of America, and he
and his wife hold membership in the Lutheran church. July 27.
1898, Mr. Callaway was united in marriage to Miss Ida May
Bassler. daughter of William and ^^arv Oliller) Bassler. of Midin
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secured in the Baltimore College of Physicians and Surgeons,
Baltimore, Md., where he received the degree of Doctor of
Medicine in 1881, securing the fifth prize for general proficiency in
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and Uu: fmir cliildren of tins uiii(jn arc: Beulah M., Norman, Mildred and Harold.
Callen, Joseph Spencer, M. D., a praclicinK physician of ShendleiJort,

who stands among the leading medical practitioners in
His
Schuylkill county, was born at St. Clair on Jan. 15, 1854.
parents were Alfred and Ann (Tucker) Callen, the fornier of whom
was a general mine foreman in the earlier years of his life, and subsequently was successfully engaged in mercantile pursuits in
andoah,

Shenandoah. His father's demise occurred in 1880 in his fiftyninth year, and the mother died some twenty years later, at the
age of eighty. Tliey were the parents of seven children, but three
of whom attained to maturity. The eldest is Rev. B. T., now the
pastor of the First Methodist Episcopal church of P'ottstown-.
daughter, Mrs. Hattie A. Davenport, who died in 1898, at the age
of thirty-six, was for years one of Shenandoah's popular school
Retiring from public school work, she devoted considteachers.
being
erable time and effort to church and Sunday school work
particularly successful 'in her superinteudency of a large Loyal
Temperance Legion among the juveniles. Four other children
Dr. Callen received his predied in infancy or early childhood.
liminary education in the elementary grades of the Shenandoah
schools and in the Wyoming seminary. His professional training
was secured in the Baltimore College of Physicians and Surgeons,
at Baltimore, Md., where he received the degree of Doctor of
Medicine in 1881, securing the fifth prize for general proficiency in
medicine and surgery. Liimediately after graduation he returned
He has to-day
to Shenandoah and began his professional career.
a large and lucrative practice, probably as large as anj^ in the
county, and he has attained to a high degree of prominence among
the members of the profession throughout the state.
He is a
copious reader and keeps abreast with modern thought in the
medical world through the medium of books and magazines. In
the sickroom he is affable, agreeable, sympathetic and earnest, and
his presence is in itself a large measure of help to the suft'ering
patient.
The doctor is professionally associated with the Schuylkill County and the State Medical societies and the American
Medical association, and was at one time president of the firstnamed organization. Fraternally he is affiliated with Lodge No.
511 of the Free and Accepted Masons and Shenandoah Lodge,
No. 591, of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He is a man
of intense religious feeling and one who carries the principles of
the Golden Rule and the Ten Commandments into his everyday life. Both he and his wife are zealous members of and earnest
workers in the Methodist Episcopal church of Shenandoah, and
he is a member of the board of trustees and stewards of that congregation. For nineteen consecutive j^ears he was superintendent
of the Sunday school, and since he resigned that office he has been
one of the corps of teachers, having charge of a large class of men.
In politics he is generally ranked with the Republican party,
although he has strong Prohibition convictions and uses his in-
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1887 Dr. Callcn married Miss Mattie H. I'armlcy, a native of
St. Clair, and a dausl'ter of William and Jane I'armlcy, repreI'ive cliildrcii were born
sentatives of old families of the c(>unty.
The two
to Dr. and .Mrs. CalUii, three of whom died in infancy.
surviving arc Robert S.. ajjcd seventeen, a student at the State
collej:fe. .iiid II. .*>anuicl. a(.jed seven.
Calloway, William, deceased, for many years prominently identified with the banking and mercantile interests of Tama(|ua, was
born at New Castle, Del., in the year 1839. He was educated at
Wilminpton, Del., and when about si.xteen years of age came with
his parents to Schuylkill county, where he ever afterward maile his
home. .\t the commencement of the great Civil war he enlisted
reimsylvania cavalry, commnnded by Col.
in Company !•". 8th
David McM. Gregg, and served in the Ami)- of the Potomac until
After the war was over
after Lee's surrender at Appomattox.
he returned home, and in i8f)5 he married Miss Ellen Carter,
lie then engaged in merdaughter of the late Robert Carter,
cantile |)ursnits in Tamafiua, first with one store and then with
two, and later o|icned a store at Lansford, which he operated as
When the l-'irsl National bank was
a branch establishment.
organized he became interesteil in that institution, serving as vicepresident for twelve years, and in icx)2 he was elected president.
As the bank grew in importance more of his time was recpiired to
attend to its aflFairs, and about 1898 he sold out his mercantile business to G. A. Haefekcr, in order to give bis undivided attention to
banking operations. Mr. Calloway was regarded as an authority
in financial matters, and under bis wise direction the I'irst National soon came to occui)y a high place among the banking institutions of eastern Pennsylvania. It was chiefly due to bis eflforts
that the magnificent bank building was erected.
Me believed in
good concerns having good homes, and while in the mercantile
line erected the Calloway building, which is an ornament to the
city of Tamafjua. and in which he consolidated bis three stores.
Although a busy man with bis private alTairs, he still found time
For twelve years he was a memto devote to the public welfare.
ber of the city council, and for the greater part of that time was
president of that body. The day following his demise the Tamaqua Evening Courier said of him: "Personally Mr. Calloway
was a fine, courtly gentleman. His figure was a familiar one on
the streets and be always had a pleasant greeting for everybody
he knew. As a soldier, business man and banker he gave strict
attention to duty, and was scrupulously honest in everything he
did." This encomium from one of his fellow townsmen, who had
known him for years prior to his death, tells the story of bis character.
He succeeded because he deserved success, through the
exercise of his energy and correct business methods. Mr. Calloway was a member of the Tamaqua lodge. Free and Accepted
Masons, and belonged to the Pottsville Commandery of the Loyal
Legion. His death was due to paralysis of the heart. For some
Ill
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four or five years he had hccn affected at times with heart trouble,
but the manifestations of the malady were not sufficiently serious
to cause alarm. On Dec. 22, 1905, he-went to Pottsville, apjjarently in his usual healtli, and returned to Tamacjua on the evening
train.
The air in the car was somewhat oppressive, and passengers noticed that he was ill at ease. He remarked to a friend that
he was not feeling well, but thought he would be all right as soon
Upon leaving the train at Tamas he got out into the open air.
aqua no street car was at hand and he started to walk to his home.
While walking along Broad street, between the Reading crossing
and Berwick, he was seen to sink to the pavement. Bystanders
hurried to his relief; he was carried into a meat market and a
physician was called, but before the doctor arrived death came to
Flis wife and one daughter survived
relieve him of his suffering.
him, the daughter being Mrs. D. F. B. Shepp.
Calnon, Charles, proprietor of the Mahanoy City Steam Laundry, is a native of Loretta, Cambria county, Pa., where he was
His parents were Charles and Johanna
born Oct. 30, 1856.
(Crowley) Calnon, both natives of_ Ireland, and both deceased.
They came to America in 1854, and to Mahanoy City in 1863. The
subject of this sketch is the only survivor of a family of five sons
and one daughter, the others dying in infancy or early childhood.
Mr. Calnon was educated in the public schools of Mahanoy City.
He began work about the mines in the vicinity, but later became
an apprentice at the carpenter's trade, which he followed successfully for twelve years.
He purchased the business in which he is
now engaged within about six months after the plant was installed,
in 1894, and thus had the benefit of new machinery and appliances.
He has since enlarged and improved the business establishment,
and keeps fully abreast of the demands of trade in this now popular
line.
He is constantly installing new machinery, and the work
turned out compares very favorably with that of the large laundries in the cities.
Mr. Calnon gives employment to sixteen
assistants in the various departments of his work.
He was married Sept. 15, 1884, to Miss B. A. Power, whose parents were of
Irish nativity.
Of the seven children three are living and four
deceased.
The living are Charles J-, foreman of his father's
laundry and Helen and Mary, at home. The family are members
of St. Canicus Roman Catholic church, under the pastoral charge
of Rev. Father McEnroe.
Mr. Calnon is independent in politics,
supporting men rather than measures. He has served a term as
a member of the school board. He is a member of the Knights of
Columbus, and his son is affiliated with the Independent Order of
;

Foresters.
Carlin, Oscar John, M. D.
This popular and well known young
physician is a native of Pottsville, where his life has thus far been
spent.
His birth occurred April 19, 1876, and his boyhood and
early j'outh were spent in the schools of his native city. He was
graduated from the high school with the class of 1896, being then
just past his twentieth year.
The succeeding four years were
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I'hiladilplna in m/)|, with
liij;h staiKlitiK in
his class.
{•(lilowinK ••''«. 'h" lia<l niu- year's
practice in the .Medico ChinirRical hospital in l'hiladeli)hia. and
then returned to his native town, where he opened offices in the
in

paternal home, at \o. 114 North Second street.
Here his efforts
have been crowned with more than that depree of success usually
accorded to the young physician in competition with those long
established in the profession. The ]>resli);e of an honorable career
throughout his studint life, and an unsullied .social record at once
placed him in the front rank of those seeking jirofessional recognition, and Dr. Carlin soon attained a high standing as a practitioner.
This enviable record has been maintained, with growing
strength and popularity, during the period of his active and successful practice in I'ottsville.
Hr. Carlin |>r«>mptly allied himself
with professional .societies, and he has been an active and zealous
student in his efforts to keep abreast of the onward march of the
profession.
He is a member of the American Medical association,
and of the Schuylkill Omnty medical society, and is a member of
the visiting statT of the Potisvillc hospital. Me is engaged in the
general practice of medicine and surgery, and is specially successful at the critical point of correct diagnosis of disease.
It is
the candid conviction of his friends that he is a young gentleman
with a bright future before him.
Of the social fraternities. Dr.
Carlin is a member of the I'.enevolent and Proteclivc ( )rder of IClks,
and the IViresters of America. He is a Democrat in political views,
and a Roman Catholic in religious faith. The Carlin family was
established in Pottsvillc at a very early day in the history of the

town. Hugh Carlin. the paterna'l grandfather of Dr. Carlin, was
the founder of the family on American soil.
He was a native of
Ireland.
The father of the subject of this article was Thomas
Carlin,

who

in

who was born in I'ottsville, May 10, 1836, and his wife,
maidenhood was Celcstine Glassmire, was born in the same

town, Sept. 22, 1841. They had a large family of children, of
whorn but two are now living, the other survivor being Frank,
who is a student and the youngest of the family. The eldest of the
family was Mary L., who died in young womanhood James W.,
a bright and promising young lawyer, died at the age of thirtythree; Thomas H., who was paymaster for a railroad contractor,
died at the age of twenty-four; and Laura died at eleven vears of
age. The mother of this family died in 1904. The father, a retired
business man, maintains the old parental home, on Second street.
He was once the Democratic candidate for the legislature but
went down with the defeat of his party. The Carlin familv kre a
quiet, unassuming class of people, not given to ostentatious display, and it was with difficulty that the writer was able to secure
;

the outline for this brief review.
Carpenter, James Stratton, M. D., a representative of one of
the prominent and long established families of Pottsville, is a son
of John T. Carpenter, A. M., M. D., and a grandson of Dr.
James
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Three j;eneralioiis of tliis family liave tlius been
S. Carpenter.
identified with tlie practice of medicine and surgery in Pottsville.

The grandfather was one of
society, and was its president

the organizers of the State medical
1855, and he and his son, Dr. John
T. Carpenter, were the only physicians from Schuylkill county
who have been honored by election to the presidency of the State
medical society. The father of tlie subject of this article was a
surgeon in the army during the Civil war, and was honored with
prominent positions in the medical and surgical councils of the
early Go's.
He entered upon the onerous duties of this work in
1861, being at first commissioned as brigade surgeon under General
McCook, with the Army of the Potomac. He was later promoted
to the position of medical inspector for the Department of the
Ohio, with headquarters at Cincinnati, and had charge of the entire
After about three years of conhos])ital work in that department.
tinuous service, failing health com]3elled his retirement from the
army, and he resigned in 1864. This family has been identified
with the entire history of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and
is descended from Samuel Carpenter, who was the first secretary
of the commonwealth under William Penn. The three generations
previously mentioned have been identified with the medical history
of Schuylkill county since 1829. Dr. James S. Carpenter was born
His elementary education was acin Pottsville, April 21, 1859.
quired in the public schools of his native town.
He entered the
Pennsylvania University in 1875, and completed the work in the
freshman and sophomore years. In 1877 he entered Trinity College, Hartford, Conn., and he was graduated in this institution in
1879, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts, subsequently receiving
the further honor of Master of Arts. Returning to the University
of Pennsylvania in 1879, he was graduated from the medical department with the class of 1882, and received the degree of Doctor
of Medicine. His first year in practice was spent in the Episcopal
hospital in Philadelphia, and since 1884 he has been in continuous
and successful practice in Pottsville. In April, 1886, Dr. Carpenter was married to Miss Lilian Chapin, of New York. They became the parents of four children James Stratton, Jr.; Chapin;
Gertrude, who died in infancy and Lilian Horton. Dr. Carpenter
is a member of the State medical societj^, is ex-president of the
Schujdkill County medical society, a member of the Lehigh Valley
medjcal association, and of the American Academy of Medicine.
He served as surgeon of the 8th regiment. National Guard of Pennsylvania, from 1888 to 1895, and has been surgeon for the Pennsylvania Railroad Company since 1888. His brother. Dr. John T.
Carpenter, is a specialist on diseases of the eye, and is located in
Philadelphia.
The subject of this review is an enthusiast on
athletic sports, and is a member of the numerous clubs in Pottsville which cater to this system of phj-sical culture.
He has contributed at various times to professional journals. He is a Republican in political views but has never held ofiicial positions except
of a purely professional character. He is a member of the literary
in
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society known as I'lii Itota Ka|>pa, a nu-inhcr of tlic IndciK-iulcnt
Order of Oclil l-Vllnw-s. and itf the Military Order c.f the Loyal Lepion
of the United States— the last l)y virtue of his fathers military
services.
Mc is a vestryman in the I'rotestant Episcopal church.
Carr, George F., a leading grocer c^f Mc.Adoo, was horn at
rnsckc'w. C arhon county. ( )ct. 27, iS,So. a son of William and
Mary .Millij^an) I'arr. lie is one of a family of twelve children,
Charles.
The other children
all of whom are living except one
arc James, William, John, Helen, .Mary, Joseph, Julia, Thomas,
Susan and Kohert. George F. Carr attended the public schools of
Trcsckow until he was fourteen years of age and then for two
years was em]doyc(l on a coal breaker of the Lehigh & W'ilkes
Harre Coal Com|iany. When he was sixteen years of age he and
his brother secured em])loynu'nt in a grocery store and shortly
afterward purchased the controlling interest in the business. When
they had managed the enteri)rise successfully for three years they
dispiised of their interests to good aclvantage and (ieorgc went to
Philadelphia. His work there was at first with a publishing house
and later in a watch-case factory: in the meantime he also attended
From I'liiladeliihia he went to llazelton. where he
night school.
again engaged in the grocery business. In 1900, with one of his
brothers, he opened a hotel and grocery store at Park \'iew. and
in 1902 he took over his brother's interest in the concern.
In
March. 1904, Mr. Carr purchased a building in McAdoo, to which
borough he removed his business, which he has since been most
successfully conducting and which has proved a finely paying
venture.
In politics he is a stanch believer in the |)rinciples of
JefFersonian Dcmocrac}'. and as the nominee f>f that party he was
the successful candidate in the election of I-'ebruary. \<)of>, for the
office of school director for a term of three years.
I-"raternally he is
identified with the Fraternal Order of Eagles, having been a
charter member of the Hazelton Aerie, and for two years he was
worthy chaplain of the local chapter. He is also a member of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians. In May, 1903, was solemnized the
marriage of Mr. Carr to Miss Katberine Gallagher, a daughter of
John and .Anna (Coyle) Gallagher. They have no children. Both
are coninumicants of St. Patrick's church, of .Mc.Xdoo.
Carr, John, is a prosperous miner and influential citizen of Ashland.
He is a native of England, the date of bis nativity having
been Oct. 24. 1863, and is a son of Edward and .\nn (Coffey) Carr,
both of whom were born in the British isles. The parents came
to the L'nited States in 1865, and located in .Ashland, where the
father became employed as a miner. He died in 189'') in his sixtysecond year, leaving a family of eight children. The names of
these in the order of birth are W'illam A., Elizabeth, John. Maggie,
Edward. Bridget. James and Mary. The subject of this sketch
was reared in Ashland and acquired all his scholastic learning in
the schools of that borough. When he had completed his educational training he found employment in and about the mines in the
vicinity of Ashland, and with the exception of five years in which
(
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he lived in Rhode Island, he has known no other oecupalion or
home for a period of thirty-four years. Mr. Carr is a zealous
worker for the sueccss of the democratic party, and as the candidate of that party was elected horouf,di councilman in the early
He is a resident of
90's, hut resigned soon after taking his seat.
the Fifth ward of Ashland, and has lived in that bailiwick since
1884. In 1906 he was a candidate on the Democratic ticket for the
He is a devout
state legislature, but was defeated in the election.
communicant of St. Joseph's Roman Catholic church and fraternally is affiliated with the Fraternal Order of Eagles. Mr. Carr's
father was supervisor of Ashland at the time of his death, in 1896,
and was succeeded in office by his son, William A., who died six
weeks after taking office.
Casale, Thomas, a prosperous fruit dealer of Pottsville and one
of the most intelligent Italians of the city, was born in.Torriglia,
Italy, on May i, 1863, a son of Charles and Santina (Costa)
Casale. The father, who was a veterinary surgeon, is now living
in retirement in his native country, where the mother died on
April 26, 1905. Of the nine children in the family four, including the subject of this sketch, have come to the United States to
make their homes. They are David, Isadore, Thomas and Mary,
the third, fifth, seventh and ninth in order of birth. Those who
remained to work out their destinies under the sunny skies of
Italy are Louis, John, Catherina, Louisa and Peter. Thomas came
to the United States when he was twenty-four years of age, and
located in New York.
He had learned the trade of baker in his
native land and with his brother David he embarked in the bakery
business at 39 Baxter street, New York.
For ten years the
enterprise furnished them a profitable means of livelihood. When
the partnership was dissolved David moved to West Newton,
Westmoreland county, Pa., where he engaged in the fruit business. Thomas came to Pottsville and opened his present store in
1896, and since that time has most successfully continued in business.
He is a leader among the people of his race in the county,
and his ideas are progressive and wholesome. In 1901 he received
an appointment as notary public and he does all the work in that
line for the Italian people of Pottsville.
He is also the agent for
one of the large steamship companies, and gives the corporation
considerable business.
Mr. Casale was married in his native
country, before coming to America, to Louisa Gattavora, who died
shortly afterward, leaving him a son, now also dead. In 1890, in
New York, he was again united in marriage, this time to Madalena Garbarino, wdio has borne him six children, three of whom
Charles, Peter and Theresa are now living. The family are all
communicants of the Italian Roman Catholic church of Pottsville.
Mr. Casale is a Republican in his political beliefs, but never
aspired to office. Fraternally he is associated with an Italian order
known as Brotherly Love. He has always been an aid to the
officers charged with keeping the peace, and has therebv won the
enmity of a lawless class among his own people. Earlv in the
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was

lionu" from liis store at a
by a Kan^ i)f four ruftiaiis, who
The alTair
snufjht to aveiiKC a fatuied wrong by stabbing him.
came very near to being fatal to ,\ir. lasale, but after six months
in the hospital ami an expenditure of nearly .$i.(xk) he was enabled

winter of

u>i5. as

ratluT late

liDiir,

lie

he was

rctiiriiiiiK

set iipDii

The
to return to work, although very much l)roken in health.
assault elicited the .sympathy and in<lignation of the law-abiding
people of the city and aroused them to action, with the result of
suppressing in large measure the illegal practices of a dissatisfied
class.

Cassimatis, Nicholas Emanuel.— In the ages long past the inhabitants of lircecc were regarded as representing the acme of
human intelligence. They were intellectual far beyond their associates in the Roman empire, and succeeded in dividing the Church
of Rome on cjucstions of orthodoxy. They have maintained their
position from the second century of the Christian era to the present
time. The (ireek church is the second in jiower and importance in
the world, unless the protestant churches be considererl as one, in
which case the Greek church woidd be the third in numerical
strength,
.\thens has been the seat of learning from time imjnemorial, and has many colleges and institutions of higher learning at the present day, hence the Greeks who immigrate to the Xew
World, comparatively few in number, come from a land of progression and arc generally highly educated in their native language.
The subject of this article was born on the island of Cylhcra, at
the southern extremity of Greece, July li, 1873. He received a
thorough education in the schools of his native land, and spent
During this
three years in the army, in the Red Cross service.
service he was assistant to the chief surgeon, in the hospital at
Zanion. his principal being Professor S. Condoleon, in charge of
the public hospital. This service covered a portion of the period
of war between Greece and Turkey. Comi)leting his service in the
army, he passed a very creditable examination in surgery, based
upon his extensive experience in treating all kinds of wounds,
broken bones and serious injuries. He is a member of the Kcfl
Cross society at present. He spent five years in travel in European and Asiatic countries, and came to America via Italy, Spain
and France, arriving at Pittsburg, Pa., July 24, 1901. There he
was employed in Emergency hospital for three years, and he then
decided to change his line of business.
After visiting several
cities in the middle West and the South, Mr. Cassimatis returned
to Pittsburg and opened a coffee house and restaurant at No. 115
Fourth avenue. This investment proved unprofitable by reason
of labor troubles which soon followed in the locality, and the business was discontined after eight months. He came to Pottsville
Aug. I, 1905, as an employe of the Eastern Steel Company, having the position of foreman in one of the departments. But he
desired to engage in business on his own account, and accepted
the first opportunity of doing so. On East Norwegian street he
purchased a small business stand which gives employment to
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three or four men in polishing sliocs, ck-aninf^ and shapinj:^ hats,
etc.,
a business which lias yielded a j^reater per cent, of prnfit for
the money invested than any other enterprise in the town. The
"shining parlor" is fitted up with haildsome upholstered seats
and electric lights, is heated with steam and rendered a comfortable
rendezvous for his many customers. In April, 1907, he leased
the four-story building at 14 North Center street, one of the finest
locations in the city, the building being 150 feet deep, and here he
conducts a first-class barber shop and cigar store, a branch of his
shoe-shining parlor and a shower and Turkish-bath house. The
various departments are modern in equipment, being up to date
in every detail, and the whole is known as the Olympia shaving
Nicholas E. Cassimatis has held his citizenship papers
parlors.
since January, 1907, is an American in spirit, and bids fair to become a useful and valued citizen of his adopted country. He is
well informed as to the history and traditions of the country whose
scholars and philosophers of ancient times have done so much for
the literature of the world. He is a representative of a prominent
and well-to-do family, being a son of Emanuel and Anita Cassimatis, both natives of Cythera, where the former was born in
1844 and the latter in 1854 and where they both still reside, being
the owners of a fine estate. He has three brothers living in AmerThey are Theodore, a machinist in San Francisco, Cal., and
ica.
The last named came to this
Peter and Andreas of Pottsville.
county in the autumn of 1906, having then finished a course in
college at Athens.
John, who was a blacksmith, died of typhoid
fever on Nov. 20, 1906, aged twenty-six years. He was unmarried.
One sister remains in her native country. She is married, and has
three children. Cythera, the birthplace of Mr. Cassimatis, is one
of the group of Ionian islands in the extreme southern extremity
of Greece. These seven islands were formerly English territory,
and at the deposition of King Arthur, and the installation of King
George by the English sovereign, the territory was transferred to
Greece by Queen Victoria. This section of the country is noted
for its wines and for the culture of olives, oranges and lemons.
Gather, William A., owner and manager of the Franklin Iron
works of Port Carbon, was born in St. Clair, in 1863. He is one
of the six children of John and Jane (Allison) Gather, the others
being John H., Harry I., Jennie, May and Louise (Mrs. Hesse).
The family moved to Shenandoah when William A. was about
three years of age and there he attended the public schools until
he was sixteen years old. When he had completed all the courses
afforded by the common schools he went to Bloomsburg where
he entered the normal school, in which he was graduated with the
class of 1879.
For the seven years following he was engaged in
pedagogic work, the last year attending La Fayette college at the
same time. In the fall of 1886 he embarked in the stationery business. The following year he and his brother John succeeded their
father in the ownership and management of the iron works in
Shenandoah, and in 1889 the stress of the latter occupation took
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so much time that he ilisposcd of the statioiuTy trade. That same
year the lirothers removed tlieir liiisincss to Ilhiefield, West \'a.,
ami three years later the subject of this sketch actjuired by purchase the coulrolliuK interest in the cxicern. On ()ct. i. i<;f)i, he
came to Port Lnrlmn and purchased of Kohert Allison the l-'rankliu
Iron works, and since that time he has made Tort t'arlion his
In
Itomc an»l his active business the manajjement of the works.
t«)02 he disiMiscd of his I'luetield interests so that he could devote
his whole time to the management of the extensive plant, and that
he has made a success of it is evident from the increase in business from year to year. In politics be is a Republican and while
a resident of I'duetield he served a term as city recorder. l-Vaternally he is identified with the lUuefield Lodpc, \o. 83, of the
)rder
I'ree and Accepted Masons; lamp Xo. 112 of the Tnlriotic
of the Sons of America, of Shenandoah, and the Pottsvillc Council,
Xo. 965, Royal Arcanum. In a religious way he is a member and
at the present time treasurer of the Presbyterian church of Potts(

and is a director of the Pottsville Young Men's Christian
Association.
In 1S87 Mr. Cather married Miss Kate I. Scluilly
Three children
of Shcnandbah, a daughter of John Schcifly.
blessed this union, of whom but one, a son, William A.. Jr.. surAlthough a comparatively recent acquisition to the social
vives.
and commercial life of Pottsville, Mr. Cather, by his inherent
gentility, keen business sagacity and sterling integrity, has become
a large jiart of it.
Christ, George M., a successful contractor and builder of .Ashlan<l. was born in that borough on Dec. 28, 1873. a son of Isaac
and Harriet Heplcr) Christ. The Christ family is of Revolutionary stock, the grcat-great-grcadfather having served in the
Revolutionary war with the rank of captain in the Continental
army. The grandparents. Emanuel and Judith (Yodcr) Christ,
were the first members of the family to settle in .Schuylkill county.
They located at Ashland in the early 50's and here the grandfather
engaged in carpentering. They came from P.erks county. The
maternal granrlfather. Jacob Hepler, was a native of Eldrcd township and was a minister of the Church of Ciod. Isaac Christ was
born in Eldred township in 1852 and remained in that township
until he was eighteen years of age.
In 1870 he located in ,\shland
and found employment as a carpenter. Subsequently he engaged
in contracting and building and became the pioneer breaker builder
of the section.
He is an inventor of some note, the contrivance
which has brought him the most fame being the "Girist jig,"
which is used in jigging anthracite coal. iron, gold and silver ore,
or any other material with a different specific gravity from the
materials about it. The jig was first put on the market in 1889
and is now in general use all over the United States and Europe.
Another of his inventions is the Christ patent rivetless chain, an
all-steel chain which does away with the objectionable features of
a riveted chain designed for heavy work. In 1889 Isaac Christ removed to Tamaqua and established the Tamaqua Manufacturing
villc.

(
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company fur the niakiiiK\ of the Christ jig, coal and iron-ore
He is the father of
separators and the Christ rivetless chain.
eleven children, of whom the subject of this sketch is the third in
order of birth. The others are William H. Charles E. Li/.zie,
wife of William Major; llattie, wife of Albert Johnson; Kate;
Ervin; Lillie Robert and Allen, twins; and Clarence. George M.
Christ was brought up in Ashland until he was thirteen years of
age and then removed to Lansford, Carbon county, with his
parents. After six years in Carbon county the family returned to
Mr. Christ attended the public
this county, settling in Tamaqua.
schools of the counties in which his boyhood was spent and completed his scholastic training with a course at the Keystone state
normal school at Kutztovvn. He started an apprenticeship in the
carpenters' trade at Landsford and finished it at Tamaqua. "Under
the instruction of his father he became an expert breaker builder
and for a number of years he was a foreman in that work for his
He was engaged in the coal business at
uncle, H. Iv. Christ.
Tamaqua from 1898 to 1903, as a member of the firm of Christ &
Boyle, identified with what are known as the High mines. In 1903
he returned to Ashland and since 1904 has been conducting a business of his own. He has met with a success far exceeding his most
sanguine expectations and does as large a business as any one
in the county. At the time of this writing he is constructing three
breakers. On Dec. 27, 1894, Mr. Christ married Miss Jennie Morgan,
a native of Wales, and a daughter of David and Mary (Reese)
Morgan of Lansford. Five children have blessed this union
Isaac, David. Mary, George and Clifford. Mr. Christ is a member
of the Evangelical church and in his political relations is a Democrat.
He has always taken an active interest in the success of his
party and has seven diiTerent times represented his residence disFraternally Mr. Christ is identified
trict at county conventions.
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He is known throughout the community as a skilled and capable workman, a man of
absolute integrity and a wholesome, genial citizen.
Christ, Isaac S., a representative of one of the pioneer families
of Schuylkill county and a prominent business man of Tamaqua,
was born in Eldred township, Feb. 4, 1852. He is a son of Emanuel
Christ, who was born in the Mahantongo valley in this county,
March 25, 1825. The latter's father likewise bore the name of Emanuel and was born in Berks county, but removed to the Mahanoy
valley in an early day; he died in Mahontongo township in 1837.
The founder of the family in America was the paternal greatgrandfather, Jacob Christ, who located in Berks county, coming
from Germany before the Revolutionary war. He owned a farm
in Berks county and he sold the property during the great depreciation of Continental currency, which, when estimated at its
current value, left him almost penniless. He came into the W'illiams valley, in Schuylkill county, and, in company with other early
pioneers, secured a large tract of land, extending from the present
site of Pine Grove down the valley, and there he engaged in man;

;
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His ncarist market
iifactnriiig liimhcr ami in clcarinR ii|) a farm.
place was IMiiladclpliia. wlucli sccmcil very remote in tliosc days

Somcmouiitaiiis and iinhridRed streams.
of the liardsliips, daiif^ers and trials of this family is told in
I'.manml I'hrist. father of
the historical volume of this work.
Isaac S., of this sketch, married Mlizahcth Slumkweiler, and they
had a family of six sons and four dan(,ducrs. .Mrs. Lhrisl dieil, and
the father married for his seconii wife .Miss Judith Klock, who bore
him four children. This family lived at their farm home in the
Mahantongo valley, the father workini; his land, and also follow-

of

"Ma/ed roads" over

tliiiiK

the trade of a carpenter and caliinet-niaker until if^i.S, when
they sold their farm and removed to .\shland. The father was
(piite active as a Democrat, an<l held a numlicr of official jiosition.s
at Ashland, and also in the township from which he removed.
Isaac S. Clirist was educated in the public schools, and wdicn quite
younc: bepan to work at the carpenter's trade, and that business
has cnpaped his attention, mostly, throuph life. For many years
he followed breaker-building throuRbout the coal regions. He was
f<ireman for John .*^belly for a nundjer of years, and was masterbuilder for the Lcbigb Ooal & Xavigation Company, with bis home
In 1892. when the Tamaf|ua Manufacturing Comat Lansford.
pany was reorganized, Mr. Christ bought an interest in the company, and was made its superintendent, which position he held
until 1895, when he resigned in favor of his son Charles E,. and
he was then elected president of the comi>any, which position he
now holds. Mr. Christ had a nund)er of valuable patents granted,
mostly for improving the j^reparation of coal. His first patent was
granted in the year 1875. Mr. Christ has traveled extensively in
this countr}- and abroad, successfully introducing his ]>atents. Mr.
Christ was married .-\ug. 20, 1871, Miss Hattie Hepler being the
lady of his choice. She is a daughter of Rev. Jacob llcpler. a minister in the Church of God.
Thirteen children have been born to
this happy union, viz: William Henry. Lliarles E.. George Monroe.
I-izzie May. Hattie J., Katie \'.. Erwin J.. Albert J.. Lillian Grace.
Eiiima Jane. Robert Cleaveland and .Mian T'.ayard. twins, and
Clarence Clayton. Albert J. and Emma Jane are dead; William H.
is a minister of the gospel; George M. follows the business of his
father, as general contractor and breaker-builder
Charles E. is
general manager, Erwin J., machine foreman, and Robert C. an
employ in the pattern department of the Tamaqua Manufacturing
inj;

;

Company.
The Church

of the Holy Family is the German Catholic church
the city of Slienaivloah and its spiritual and temporal affairs
are in a most excellent condition. The parish was organized about
1870 and the church building was soon afterward erected, on Chestnut street. At that time there were to be found in the borough of
Shenandoah about thirty-five Catholic families of German birth
or antecedents, and these formed a part of the German parish at
Mahanoy City until 1874. Fathers P.uening and Maus supidied the
two congregations from the organization of this church until it
in
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a separate charge under the jjastorate of Rev. J/atlier Marus
Graetzer, who remained until' I'ebruary, 1878. Rev. Father Deham
was then installed as pastor and bcRan a long and useful work in
He continued in pa.storal charge of the parish until his
this field.

became

removal to I'hiladelpliia in 1888, in which year he was succeeded
by Rev. A. iM'itz, under whose charge a new rectory was Ijuilt.
He was changed to South Bethlehem and was succeeded by Rev.
A. Schuettelhoefer in 1891. In 1879 the church edifice was remodeled and was enlarged to accommodate the increasing memberThe congregation now numbers among its members many
ship.
of Shenandoah's most prominent and influential business men and
the parish is in a most flourishing condition. The present priest in
charge is Rev. Father Francis P. lioltgreve, who succeeded Rev.
Father Schuettelhoefer, the latter of whom died in 1904. The
church membership comprises ninety families at the time of this
writing (1907).
Clark, James P., a prominent official and active worker in the
interest of united labor, was born in Ashland, his present home, on
Jan. I, 1869. Fie is a son of Patrick and Catherine (Cawley) Clark,
the former a native of Llewellyn, Schuylkill county. Pa., and the
The father
latter of Ireland, both being of Irish ancestry.
located in Ashland in the pioneer days of the coal development, in
the early 50's, and there spent the remaining years of his life in

mining operations. He was prominently identified with the growth
and development of the town, and was a public-spirited and useful
citizen. He served two terms as a member of the borough council,
and held other offices of trust and responsibility. His death occurred March 4, 1904. His widow still survives him. They be-

came the parents of ten children, of whom James P., the subject
of this sketch, is the eldest, the others being: Mary, wife of Joseph
Burang; Cecilia, Katie, John F., Anna. Ella, Theresa, Mamie and
Francis J. Cecelia, Ella, Theresa and Mamie are deceased. Francis
J. graduated from the Dickinson school of law in June, 1907, with
the degree of Bachelor of Laws. After receiving the elements of
a public-school education, terminating at the age of nine years,
the subject of this article took his place in the coal breaker, and
thus commenced at the foot of the ladder in mining operations.
With the passing years he received tardy promotions, and he continued to work in and about the mines until 1902, when, through
his intelligence and manifest interest in the cause of the working
man, he received recognition as a prospective leader in the councils
of united labor. He is now a member of the executive board of
the United Mine Workers of America, and is president of Local
Union, No. 1517, at Ashland. By reason of his official positions,
Mr. Clark has attended man}' meetings of the L^nited Mine ^^'orkers
of America in diflferent cities throughout the LTnited States.
He
is an active woking Republican in political afl:airs. and it is at this
time a formidable candidate for a prominent county office. The
subject of this sketch was married Sept. 26, 1905. to Miss Catherine
Seibert, of Mahanoy Plane, Schuylkill county, Pa.
Mr. and ^Irs.

m
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Clark arc inoml>iTs of St. Jt»ci)ir.s Koinan t^atlmlii- cluircli in
l-ratiTiially. Mr. Clark is a nunilur of .Ncric No. 524,
Ashlaiul.
l"ratiTiial ( )r<Kr of Magics, an«l the Kniijlit^ of St. Joscpli.
Cleary, John F., of the firm of CIcary I'lrothtr.s, l)otticr.s and
dealers in li(niors at Shenandoah, was born at Shaft. Scluiyikill
county. March 25. 1872. His parents, John and Winifred (OMalley) (I'lcary. were natives of Ireland, where they grew to maturity
and were married. In iSA_^ they came to .\mcrica, lirst locating at

Ashland, but soon afterward removing to ."^haft. which ])lace was
I'enn, and still later
lirst known as (iriscomh. then as William
under its present name. The Cleary family were the first to settle
at this place, where the father opened the first mine for a Mr.
Grant, and they continuvd to live there until his death, in 1879.
The greater [lart of his active lif'.- was spent as a contractor in
connection with the mining industry, though in later years he was
in the lifpior business.
The mother is still living and
They were the parents of the foll<iwing
resides in Shenandoah.
children: .\nthony, .Mary, I'ridget and Xora, born in Ireland, and
P. J.. James, Kate, John. Cclia. Julia and .\nna, born in Schuylkill
county. James is associated with the subject of this sketch as a
member of the firm of Cleary I'.rothers, and .Anna is deceased.
John F. Cleary grew to manhood in his native village, where he
received his schooling. In 1890 be came to .Shenandoah and started
the business of which he and his brother are now the |iroprictors. The firm handle a com])letc line of wines, s])irituf)us and
malt liquors, and bottle all kinds of carbonatcfl beverages or "soft"
drinks.
They employ six men besides themselves and have a
Mr. Cleary was formerly a
large and constantly growing trade.
Democrat in his political views, but in 1Q04 he made a trip to
Europe, since which time he has been iinlependcnt. with leaning!?
toward the idea of protection. In i<)05 he spent his vacation in
the middle West and he is i)lanning a more extensive trip for the
near future. He is a charter member and past president of Aerie
No. 103. Fraternal Order of Eagles, and belongs to the .Annunciation Roman Catholic church.
In the prime of manhood, active,
energetic and popular, it is safe to predict that the future holds
greater successes for him than he has achieved in the past.
Cockill, Timothy, a well known manufacturer and prominent
Inisiiuss man of Mahanoy City, was born at Llewellyn. Schuylkill county. Pa.. Oct. 21, 1853.
He is a son of Ezra anfl Filiza C.
(Bacon) Cockill. natives of Germantown, a suburb of Philadelphia.
His father was born March 20. 1820, and his mother's birth occurred on October 11 of the same year. From the very brief outline in the hands of the biographer it is gleaned that the subject
of this sketch is a practical mechanic, operating a large anrl prosperous business in the manufacture of wagons and carriages at
Mahanoy City, where the family home is now located. He was
married on Sept. 6. 1873. to Miss Amelia, daughter of Joseph and
Sarah (Zimmerman) Bensinger, of Trcmont. Schuylkill county.
Mr. and Mrs. Cockill have had three children born to them, the
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Mayhury

;

Charles

home. The family are
members of the English Lutheran church. Mr. Cockill is a Reiniblican in his political preferences, but has neither sought nor held
is

deceased

;

and

liella is a

young lady

at

public office.
Coldren, Darius D., at the head of the firm manufacturing underwear at Schuylkill llaven, was born in Reading, on June 15, 1863,
He received
a son of Samuel and Elizabeth (Dewees) Coldren.
the educational advantages afforded by the public schools and at
the age of sixteen years became employed as a laborer in a rolling
mill.
By energy and perseverance he worked up through the
various stages until he became a master roller. In that work he
remained for a period of fifteen years, leaving it to engage in the
Subsequently he closed out this
manufacture of paper boxes.
business to embark in the hosiery industry and after four years
of business in that line he entered the merchant tailoring business.
In 1902 he commenced the manufacture of underwear and by 1906
the business had grown to such dimensions that he enlarged his
plant by the opening of another mill, which connects with the old
one.
His patronage has more than doubled within the time he
has been at the head of the industry and he has all the orders he
can possibly fill. The two mills contain 8,000 square feet of floor
space and in the two thirty-five people are employed. The output
consists exclusively of ladies' and children's underwear. On April
28, 1890, Mr. Coldren married Miss Harriet G. Kerkeslager, daughter of Alex, and Minda (Miller) Iverkeslager, of Schuylkill Haven.
Three daughters, Helen, Mary and Harriet, have blessed this union.
The family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, of
which Mr. Coldren was one of the organizers and of whose Sunday school he was superintendent for the first four years of its
In politics he is a Republican with Prohibition leanexistence.
ings, and as the nominee of the Republican party has been the sucFraternalhr he is idencessful candidate for borough councilman.
tified with the Royal Arcanum.
Conrad, John, senior member of the firm of John Conrad &
Son, contractors and builders, and dealers in flour and feed, was
born in Port Carbon on Nov. 11. 1848. He is one of five children
of Christian and Louisa Conrad, the others being Christian, Jr.,
an engineer on the Frackville branch of the Philadelphia & Reading railroad Charles, a foreman in the employ of the same concern Rose, Mrs. Purnelle and Mrs.
Hartzel. The subject
of this sketch attended the public schools until he was nine years
of age and then secured work in the coal breakers as a slate-picker.
When he was fourteen he found emplo3nnent in the service of
the railroad, leaving it four years later to learn the trade of wheelwright. In 1883 he left that vocation to become a carpenter, and
when he had become a journeyman a year later he started in the
contracting business for himself. This he continued until 1900,
when, in partnership with his son Harry, he formed the firm of
John Conrad & Son to deal in flour and feed in connection with
;

;
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the coiitrnctin^; and luiiKliiin iixliislry. 'I'lic success of tlic firm
Many
in a pecuniarv way has heeii as marked as in other ways.
of the most modern dwellinps of I'ort Carhon, the (k)od Will
hosjL' house and the Kvanj^elical church are monuments to Mr.
Conrad's skill and \vi>rkman>iiii). In 1873 was solemnized Mr.
Conrad's marriage to Miss Kllen Mar(|uanlt. a clau^hter of Hlasl-'our ciiildren
three sons anci a
ius Marquardt. of Port Carhon.
dauphter have hlessed this union, llarry is in husincss with
his lather; Louis is in the employ of tlu- l'i)iladel|iliia & Readinp
Coal & Iron company, as a mininj; engineer: William is working
The family
for his father aiul .\nna is her father's stenoKrapher.
are attendants of the Evangelical church. The male memhers
of the family are all RepuMicans in their i)oIitics, and as such the
father has heen a hnroufjh councilman and llarry is the present
incumhent nf ilic uttice of Imrpcss.
Conry, Patrick Mellet, of Slienan<loah. is a citizen who has long
been prominent and iiitUiential in the community, ancl he was one
of the brave and loyal soldiers who went forth in defense of the
Union when its integrity was menacefl by armed rebellion. He
was born in Ireland. Dec. 19. 1846. and is a son of Michael and
Nora (Mellet) Conry, both of whom were born in County Mayo,
Ireland, and both of whom passed the closing years of their lives
in the home of the subject of this sketch, in Shenandoah, where
the father died at the age of seventy-eight years and the mother at
Patrick .M. Conry was
the venerable age of ninety-one years.
seven years of age at the time of the family immigration to America, and they settled in the village now known as Darkwater,
Schuylkill county. I*a., whence they later removed to Ashland,
this county, where the family home was maintained until after the
close of the Civil war.
Patrick M. secured his early educational
training in the schools of .Ashland, and in the later years he has
not failed to gain a large fund of valuable knowledge through the
instructions of that wisest of all head masters, experience.
He
has been a careful reader and close observer and his intellectual
development has kept ]iace with the moving of the years. Mr.
Conry 's school work was interrupted when there came the call for
volunteers to aid in protecting the L'nion from disintegration
through armed rebellion. With the beginning of the war young
Conry became thoroughly imbued with the spirit of patriotism
and loyal protest and he offered his services in defense of the Union
when he was but fifteen years of age. On account of his extreme
youth and immaturity parental authority prevented his enlisting
on two occasions when he attempted to enter the ranks of the "boys
in blue," but he finally succeeded in enrolling himself as a private
in Company C, 3d Pennsylvania cavalry.
His resjimcnt was a
part of the Army of the Potomac, with which grand old organization he performed valiant service.
Participation in many of the
battles and cavalry skirmishes in which his command grappled
with forces of the dying Confederacy, are recorded to his credit,
and it should be remembered that upon the cavalry arm of the
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service devolved many hcav-y and dangerous duties which were
Upon his return to Schuyll<ill county Mr.
spared the infantry.
Conry found his ])arcnts estahlislicd in a new home, in Shenandoah, with whose interests he ])romptly allied himself, soon attainIn 1873 he was
ing to a position of prominence and influence.
elected a member of the board of education, of which he was a
member for twenty-one years, at the expiration of which he deOf his service in this
clined to continue longer in the office.
capacity he was incumbent for eighteen consecutive years. It is
needless to say that he had much to do in formulating the excellent school system which is the pride of Shenandoah at the present
time. In his first year of service on the school board Mr. Conry
was appointed to collect the school taxes, and so active and zealous
was he in the discharge of this duty^ that he was able to settle his
tax duplicates at the organization of the board in June an achievement which has never been equalled, before or since. In 1897
Mr. Conry was elected representative of his county in the state
legislature, in which body he discharged his duties with the same
ability and fidelity which have characterized all portions of his
career. Unlike most of his contemporaries, he sturdily refused to
accept a railroad pass until the restrictions surrounding its acceptance were removed. In this he stands as a particularly unique
figure.
In the legislature he was a member of several important
committees and attained to a degree of prominence seldom reached
by first-term members. Bmt the culminating point in Mr. Conry's
political career lies not in high honors or rich emoluments. Local
politics in Shenandoah has assumed an intensity almost equalling
Charges and countercharges have
that of a national campaign.
been made with a prodigal liberality attained only during the heat
of a political turmoil. The "ins" desired to be continued, and the
"outs" were equally zealous to be reinstated to former honors and
prestige. It is not within the province of this publication to decide
as to the respective merits of either side of the controversy. Suffice
it to say that Mr. Conry was made the standard-bearer of the
hot and pro"outs" for the office of borough tax' collector.
tracted contest was inaugurated, and terminated onh' with the
closing of the polls on election night. Mr. Conry's opponent was
a prominent and well known business man of the town
one who
was willing to accept the office not less by reason of its honors
and emoluments than thus to aid in perpetuating the old administration of borough affairs.
Never before had so many votes
been polled in a municipal election in Shenandoah, and the "outs"
won the day, Mr. Conry leading his popular opponent by a safe
majority.
He has always been a faithful friend of the laboring
man and has made his professions consistent b)^ uniting with
labor organizations. He was once president of Branch No. 2, Plank
Ridge Colliery, and also served as district president and as delegate to the executive board. He is a stalwart supporter of the
principles of the Democratic party, and he and his family are communicants of the Catholic church.
For twenty-three years he
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scrvnl

.!> |>uM>l<iit >>i St. Patrick's licncficial society,
lie iu)l<is a
conimi.ssiun in tlic Irish rii>iil)licnn army, was an actiw participant in the i'cnian niovcnicnt a minihcr of years a^n, ami lie is
distinctively the frieiul i)f liherality ami lihirty. In a fraternal way
he is i<lentilH<l with the ( irand .\rniy of the Kcpiihlic. Jainiary lo,
1867, Mr. Conry was united in niarriape to .Miss .Mary Kochc, who
was horn at St. Clair, this county, Sept. 2. 1K4X, ami of their fourteen children seven are living, the others having died in infancy or
early childluxxl.
Sallie is the wife i>f Jojin M. .SchulinR. of Philadelphia; IVank J. is a representative lawyer of Shenandoah;
William and Thomas are in the employ of the t'olumhia Ponding
Company; Mary and .\nulia remain at the i>arenlal home; and
Joseph is attcndinjj the home schools.
The devoted wife and
mother was summoned to the life eternal Oct. 10, 1899. The
achievements of Patrick M. Conry offer a worthy ohjcct-lcsson to
the generations to follow him. P.orn in a foreign land, reared amid
the environments of an humble home, he has workerl out his own
Not only that, but he has also assiste<l many aspiring
destiny.
young men in overcoming obstacles and realizing their higher ambitions,
lie is essentially liberal and generous, and to him is given
the unreserved confidence and rcgarcl of the community in which
he has so long lived and labored.
Conville, Thomas W., a native of Schuylkill county and the
present secretary of the Shenandoah school board, was born at
Heckscherville, June 12, 1871.
The old house in which he was
born has long since been absorbed by the collieries and no trace of
it remains.
He is a son of .Murtha and .Mary .\. P.ropby) Conville. the former born in Ireland, whence he came to this country
in his infancy, and the latter a native of Heckscherville.
They
became the parents of seven children, five of whom are still living.
Patrick J. is a painter and decorator in Shenandoah Thomas W.
is the subject of this sketch; John
Katie is the
J. is a carjjcnter
wife of M. A. Kilker, an attorney of Girardvillc Martin is a salesman: \\'illiam died at the age of five years and James died in
infancy. Thomas \\'. Conville was educated in the public schools
of Schuylkill county, chiefly in West .Mahanoy township and the
city of Shenandoah, and upon leaving school learned the business
of painting, paperhanging and decorating, which occupation he
followed in Shenandoah for about fourteen years. In 1903 he was
elected a member of the school board, and in June, 1906, was made
secretary and librarian. In his official capacity Mr. Conville takes
great interest in his work as librarian, and also in the work of the
pupils in the public schools, especially along the lines of drawing
and everything pertaining to art. The walls of the library are
adorned with sketches, paintings, etc., which are the work of the
students.
He was elected to the board at the time that abuses
existed, and soon won for himself the reputation of a reformer.
Through the efforts of himself and his associates six persons served
terms in the county jail for dishonest methods in office. Mr. Con(
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one year chief of the entire department.
of the Phoenix company, belongs to the
Annunciation Roman Catholic church, and for twenty-five years
has been identified with the Catholic Total Abstinence Union of
America, serving for a number of years on the executive board of
In politics Mr. Conville is a consistent advocate of
the society.
principles
and is active in local campaigns. On Jah.
Democratic
of
i6, 1907, he was united in marriage to Miss Theresa M. Kelly,

company, and was

He

is

for

memher

a

still

Philadelphia, a daughter of John Kelly. She was born at Camden,
N. J., and was educated in the cathedral school at Philadelphia,
by the sisters of the Order of St. Joseph. Upon the arrival of
himself and bride in Shenandoah they were tendered a grand reception at Gorman's opera house by his brothers and the members
number of useful and valuable
of the Phoenix fire company.
presents were given the happy couple and the program included
an elaborate luncheon, with music and dancing until the following
morning. The teachers and school officials were also participants
After serving his term as director he entered
in the pleasant affair.
the hardware business at Girardville, under title of the Conville

A

Hardware Co.
Coombe, Thomas

H., proprietor of the Coombe Garment comof Minersville, Pa., was born in Schuylkill county, March
Pie is a son of Thomas and Amelia (Dunstan) Coombe,
25, 1870.
both natives of the Iveystone state. The father's vocation was that
of a miner, but at the breaking out of the Civil war, in 1861, he
The
enlisted in Company I of the 48th Pennsylvania infantry.

pany

regiment was assigned to the Army of the Potomac and participated
The
in the second battle of Bull Run and the Antietam fight.
father was taken prisoner shortly after the latter battle and after
His death was caused by a
his release he returned to mining.
fall of coal, on Oct. 7, 1886, at which time he was in his forty-eighth
His widow is still living, a resident of Tamaqua. She had
year.
a brother, Isaac Dunstan, who was a lieutenant in a company of a
Penns)dvania regiment in the Civil war and participated in seventeen battles, receiving at Gettysburg a wound from the effects of

which he died

weeks

The

children of the family are four
Robert Jones, an
engineer living in Tamaqua Isaac A. is employed in the Coombe
Garment Company's factory and Ann-a B. is Mrs. Robert Trewren,
of Tamaqua. The subject of this sketch, who is the third of his
father's family in order of birth, received his educational advantages in the public schools of St. Nicholas. When he had completed his scholastic training he learned the trade of watchmaker
and jeweler and worked at it until i8g6, leaving it to embark in
his present business.
His manufactory is one of the largest industries in the city and its output is 2,500 dozen garments of men's
underclothing per week. The concern furnishes work for more than
250 people and is the largest of its kind in central Pennsvlvania.
The product is shipped to all parts of the United States. Canada
and ]\Iexico. On Sept. 27, 1892, Mr. Coombe was united in marriage to Miss Mamie Lawrence, who was born in Minersville, a
daughter of Thomas and Sallie Lawrence, who are now living
in

number

:

six

Emma

later.

L., the eldest, is the wife of
;
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To Mr. ami Mrs. Coonilic liavc Itcin liorii
Myrtle N. and Marion i. Mr. Coonihc is associated
fraternally with the IMue 1-od^c, No. 222, of the I'ree and Aclie i.s an cnteri)risin(.;, ])td)liccejtted Masons of Minersville.
spiritcd citizen, of excellent business jndf^nient and withal such a
ri-tirod

in

MiiuTsvillc.

twt> cliildrcii,

man

(

as pivos character to a coninuinity.

Cooper. Professor John W., the capable and popular superintendent of the Slicnaiidoali i)ublic schools, was born at Risinfj Sun,
Cecil county, Md., Jidy 5. 1857. and is a son of Samuel A. and
lis father, who was a native of Chester, r)elaMary W. Cooper.
ware county, I'a.. died in West Nottingham townshij), Chester
county, I*a., June 23, i8<)<>. at the ape of fifty-three years. Me was
I

of Quaker extraction, and althoujjh most of his life was devotefl to
agricultural pursuits he did a considerable amount of business in
He was twice marrieil. his first wife,
the real-estate industry.
Jane Taylor of Media. Delaware county, havinp departed this life
His
in if'45, leaving four children, all of whom arc now deceased.
second wife was Mary Wilkinson, of Chester coimty, to whom he
was united on June 2^, 1853. .Nine children blessed this union, a
daughter and two sons, of whom the subject of this sketch is the
elder, being the only survivors. I'rofessor Cooper was brought up
in Chester county, near Oxford, the family having removed to
Nottingham when he was cpiite young. He received due preliminary discipline in the public schools of lower r)xford and Nottingham township, rounded out by a course at the Oxford .Academy.
When he was but eighteen years of age he entered upon his pedagogic career, and he taught in Chester county for six years, with
a fair degree of success. In the fall of 1882 he matriculated at the
Millersville normal school, completing the elementary course in
1883, and a year later he was graduated in the scientific course.
While a student he had the reputation of being diligent, careful
and thorough, and his character was unsullied. Soon after graduation he was chosen i)rinci])al of the jiublic schools of Trcmont.
and he filled the position with credit to himself and his alma mater
until the fall of 1893, when he resigned to accept the principalship of the Shenandoah high school. He served in this capacity
until March. 1897. and finally resigned to enter, on April 5. 1897,
a larger field, as supcrintcnflent of the city schools. He is an exceptionally fine educator and ranks with the best in the county,
always keeping abreast with the most modern thought in education and making himself master of the advanced ideas of instruction.
On two occasions, in 1893 and again in 1896, he was a
candidate for the superintendency of the Schuylkill county schools,
but on both occasions was defeated by the then incumbent of the
office, by a small majority.
His politics are Democratic and he was
at one time chairman of the Democratic convention.
Professor
Cooper has been twice married. On Feb. 9, 1882, he married .Miss
Ida M. Jackson, the elder daughter of J. Morris and Margaret
(Wright) Jackson, of Fulton township. Lancaster countv. His
second union was to Miss Ella M. Clauser, a daughter of Simon
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and Sarali (Faust) Clauser, of Shenandoah, and was solemnized
on June 7, lyoo. Mrs. Cooper was formerly one of the teachers
in the grammar schools of the borough. The children of the second
marriage arc two in number Jonathan Wendell and Anna May.
The professor is prominent in fraternal circles, being identified
with Washington Camp, No. 76, of the Patriotic Order of the Sons
of America; Tremont Lodge, No. 245, of the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows and with Swatara Lodge, No. 267, of the Free and
Accepted Masons.
Creary, James D., one of the most prominent of the younger
generation of the Schuylkill county bar and a resident of Shenandoah, was born in that borough on Feb. 2, 1880. He is a son of
Thomas J. Creary and Elizabeth (Grant) Creary, both natives of
Ireland, whence they came to this country with their respective
parents when children. Their marriage was celebrated in Schuylkill county and to them were born four children, the subject of
Mary, the eldest, is Mrs. Boran
this sketch being the youngest.
Patrick J. is a merchant tailor of Shenandoah and Ella is the chief
nurse at the county hospital. The father, who was a miner all his
active life, died in 1881. James D. Creary attended the public
schools of his native city and graduated at the high school in the
When he had completed his scholastic learning he
class of 1895.
entered the ofSce of Hon. T. R. Beddall of Shenandoah and in 1904
he was admitted to practice at the bar of the supreme and other
He at once established himself in offices in
courts of the state.
the Hub building, and although his advent in the profession was
not a great while ago he has laid the foundations of an excellent
general practice and has come to be recognized as an attorney of
Politically Mr. Creary is a Democrat,
force, energy and ability.
but has never aspired to public office, preferring to become well
established in his profession before attempting to perform the
duties of official position. In his religious affiliations he is a communicant of the Church of the Annunciation, of Shenandoah. Mr.
Creary is unmarried and makes his home with his widowed mother.
Crossley, Benjamin, for a number of years a locomotive engineer on the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad and now a general
merchant in Schuylkill Haven, was born in that borough Nov. 11,
He is a son of Daniel and Caroline (EUsmore) Crossley,
1864.
the former a native of England and the latter of Schuylkill Haven.
The maternal grandparents, Thomas and Ann (Harris) EUsmore,
both came to Schuylkill county from the British isles, and the
paternal grandparents are still living there.
Benjamin Crossley
received a public-school education, attending the borough schools
until he was thirteen years of age.
Then he entered the employ
of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad as a call boy, and after a
short service went into the shops.
For a year after he left the
latter position he was employed as locomotive fireman and then
was given an engine. He remained with the company as an engineer for eight years and then an accident which caused the amputation of one of his hands compelled him to relinquish his position.
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was

embarked, in 1901, in the general
Schuylkill Plaven, and this enterprise he
Mr. Crossley was luiited in maris still successfully conducting.
riage on June 27, 1891, to Miss Clara M. Meyer, daughter of
George M. and
E. Moyer. Seven children, two daughters
and five sons, were born to this tmion. One daughter, Alva May,
died at the age of two years. The living daughter is Meta Caroline and the sons are Lester Eugene, Wilmer Ellsmore, Ray DanThe family all attend
forth, Stanley Nelson and Miles Quinten.
the Reformed church of their home city. Mr. Crossley has a brother
and six sisters John H., Mary A., Martha, Alice, Lucy, Caroline
Jane and Clara all living in this county. In politics he is independent, but generally votes the Republican ticket. Fraternally
he is prominent, being a member of the Cressona Lodge, No. 426,
Free and Accepted Masons the Independent Order of Odd Fellows the Junior Mechanics and the Improved Order of Red Men,
and being a past officer in the last named order. He is a man of
great popularity personally and is recognized as one of the most
enterprising citizens of the borough.
Currier, Frederic Chalmers, foreman of the car shops of the
Pennsj'lvania Company at Pottsville, is a native of Canada. He
is a son of David and Margey (Barker) Currier, and was born in
Fredericton, New Brunswick, on June 11, 1849.
David Citrrier,
the father of the subject of this sketch, was born in Gagetown,
New Brunswick, Nov. 12, 1800, and was one of a family of seven
children, the others being Daniel, William, George, John, Harriet
and Maria. David Currier was twice married, the first time, in
Feb., 1828, to Maria Bartlett, by whom he had five children, David,
The first wife died in 1841
Jr., Louise, George, Maria and Charles.
and two years later, on March 16, 1843, he married again, Margey
LTpton Barker becoming his bride.
The second wife was born
Sept. 21, 1824, in Sheffield, New Brunswick, and was one of the
nine children of her parents, the others being George, Whitehead,
Jane, Charles, Henrietta, Adelaide, George II, and Bess. Besides
the subject of this sketch there was but one other child of the
second union Maria Louise, who was born March 25, 1844, and
who was married on Dec. 11, 1872, to John Cameron, of Fredericton, New Brunswick.
Frederic Chalmers Currier attended the
private and public schools of his native town until he was eighteen
years of age and then commenced his active business career as a
salesman in a book store in Fredericton. Subsequently he received
an appointment as messenger for an express company, and held
the position for two years. At the end of that time he left Fredericton and went to St. Johns to accept a position as clerk in a
grocery store. This was in the fall of 1867, and two years later
he left St. Johns to go to Halifax, Nova Scotia, where he again
found employment in the grocery business.
In the spring of
1872 he came to the LTnited States, locating first in Boston, Mass.,
but his sojourn there was not for any great length of time. When
he arrived in Philadelphia, shortl}-- afterward, he secured a position
\\'hen he

sufficiently able he

merchandise business

in
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as assistant foreman in the foundry of T. B. C. Burbee, on North
Ninth street. His employment with the railroad company dates
from 1882, when he was made one of the car inspectors. In the
fall of 1886 he was transferred to Pottsville with a promotion to
the assistant foremanship of car inspectors later he was made a
full foreman and in 1890 he was appointed foreman of the shops.
This last named position he has been most efficiently filling since
that time, and he not only has the confidence of his employers but
also the good will and the respect of the men working under him.
On Dec. 20, 1887, was solemnized Mr. Currier's marriage to Miss
Lizzie L. Wiley. They have no children. Mrs. Currier's parents
were Henry and Rebecca (Louderbach) Wiley, and the names of
William, Howard, Annie, Reuben, Mary
their other children are
and Maria; all are living with the exception of William. Mr.
Currier and his wife are communicants of the English Lutheran
church of Pottsville. He is not greatly concerned with political
matters and aside from casting his vote independently he takes no
interest in the campaigns. Fraternally he is identified with Lodge
No. 232 of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows of Philadelphia,
and is a past grand in the same.
Curry, John James, is a member of the well known firm of Curry
Brothers, jewelers and opticians, at Pottsville, and is recognized
as a worthy citizen in every sense of the term. He is a native of
Schuylkill county, having been born in Palo Alto, Sept. 2, 1879. He
is a son of James and Mary (McKenna) Curry, both of whom
were natives of Ireland, and the father was among the early settlers
of Palo Alto. He was an engineer by profession and worked for
the Philadelphia & Reading Railway, between Pottsville and
Philadelphia, for a number of years.
Later he engaged in the
shoe business at Palo Alto, and still later served as watchman
for the Philadelphia
Reading Railway at that place, being thus
employed in 1886, when he died, at the age of sixty-one years.
He was twice married, first to Ellen Cavanaugh, to which union
there were born four children: Ella; Rebecca, deceased, wife of
Joseph Davidson Katie, deceased and James. The second marriage was to Mary McKenna, and to that union were born five
children, four of whom grew to maturity
Mary Essie, deceased
John J. and Andrew F., the latter two being twins. John J.
;
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Curry was reared in Palo Alto and was educated in St. Stephen's
parochial school at Port Carbon. After leaving school, and while
still young in years, he began an apprenticeship at the jewelry
business with W. H. Mortimer, and after a thorough preparation,
in August, 1894, he embarked in business for himself.
Associated with him is his brother, James B., the firm name being Curry
Brothers, and together they have built up a successful business
and are recognized as being among the leading jewelry houses
of Pottsville.
Being practical opticians and carrying as they do
a fine line of optical goods, that feature constitutes an important
part of their trade. The subject of this review is a member of
St. Stephen's Roman Catholic church at Port Carbon, and frater-
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nallv lie has inciuhcrsliij) in the Ancient Order of llihernians and
the Independent ( )rtler of Foresters.
Daddow, Samuel Harries, deceased, was a native of St. Agnes,
When but four
Cornwall. Iji^;land, horn on March 14, 1827.
years old he was i)rouj;lit to tlie I'nited States by his parents.
Jonathan and Katlierine (Harries) Daddow, who hicaled at l-'.nsi
Delaware. SclHiyikill county, i'a. Mis father enpaged in mining
Samuel ll.irin a small way lor several years, heinp successful.
ries Daddow enjoyed hut few educali0n.1l aclvantages, his attemlance at school being limited to the curriculum of the public schools
IJut he was a close student all his life, and by
in this county.
means of private study, under adverse circumstances, became
very well informed. In fact, he was a recognized authority upon
geology, mine engineering and kindred subjects, antl wrote many
He began bis literary career,
valuable articles for publication.
however, as a contributor to the local and metropolitan pa])ers.
He commenced work in and around the coal mines about the year
1840. and his first advance from the position of an ordinary lalxjrer
was in his appointment to the charge of a colliery store at ( )ak
Hill.
He was connected with the ".Miners' Journal in I'ottsville
for some years, prior to 1855, engaged in gathering statistics on
In 1855 he took u]) his residence in Richmond,
coal and mining.
\'a., and was emi)loyefl in locating and managing coal and iron
He was also interested jointly
mines, salt works, furnaces, etc.
with his uncle and brother in the ownership and operation of a
While a resident of Richmond, he
coal mine at Farmville, \'a.
contributed a number of articles to the "Richmond Inf|uirer on
the ".Mineral Resources of Virginia and the .South."
In 1864 he
returned to Pennsylvania and again engaged in gathering statistics in connection with the ".Miners" Journal." for a work entitled
"Coal, Iron and Oil," which was published in i8/)<) by Daddow and
liamian, and was received as a standard authority in the United
States. Mr. Daddow had spent practically all his lifetime in gathering material for this work. He contributed many articles to Lippincott's Magazine and other periodical publications, and was the
author of the article on "Coal and Colleries" appearing in Appleton's .American Cyclop.xrlia.
In 1872 Mr. Daddow became general manager of the colleries owned by the Erie Railway Company
in Pennsylvania and
established his headquarters at Scranton.
During his management large purchases of undeveloped coal
lands were made by the company, and untold millions of profits
have resulted from his wise counsel. The explosion of blasts in
the mines had always been fraught with danger, and Mr. Daddow
began investigations and experiments looking to a scientific invention which should correct this evil. The result was that the
miners' safety squib caiue into existence in 1870, as the invention
of Mr. Daddow and his brother-in-law, Jesse P.eadlc.
small
building was erected for its manufacture, and thus originated the
Miners' Supply Company, now the principal industry in the
borough of Saint Qair, the products of which find a market in all
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portions of the world where coal is mined, in 1874 Mr. Uaddoyv
resigned his position with the railroad company and gave his
entire attention to the develo])ment of his manufacturing interests
iiut he did not live to see the full fruition of his
in Saint Clair,
The husiness has since heen
ho])cs, as he died on March 23, 1875.
continued by his widow, Mrs. E. A. Daddow, his son, Harries,
and Jesse Beadle. Few men have accomplished more in the development of the anthracite coal field than Samuel Ifarries Daddow.
His busy life was spent in earnest labor and research. Much of
his labor and literary work was entirely unrequited, and his cultured mind gave to the world almost prophetic knowledge regarding scientific researches in advance of his generation.
Daley, Joseph, occupies a prominent position among those identified with educational work in the county, being the popular and
able principal of the public schools of the borough of Coaldale.
He is worthy of further consideration in this work from the fact
that he is a native of the borough in which he now maintains his
home, having been born there on Aug. 29, 1876, a son of Daniel
and Isabel (Sheerin) Daley, the former of whom was born in
the city of Philadelphia, Pa., and the latter in County Donegal,
Daniel Daley located in Coaldale in 1846 and engaged
Ireland.
He and his wife still reside there, and he
in work in the mines.
is now living practically retired, after having been identified with
the mining industry during the greater part of his business career.
Of the four children the subject of this review is the eldest and
The early educathe others are Mary, Isabel, and Catherine.
tional discipline of Joseph Dale)' was secured in the public schools
of Coaldale, and after completing a course in the high school
he entered the state normal school at Lock Haven, in which institution he was graduated as a member of the class of 1898. From
that year to the present he has been continuously identified with
pedagogic work in the public schools of his native county, and
his success in his chosen vocation has been of unequivocal order.
Since 1902 he has held the position of principal of the public
schools of Coaldale.
He is secretary and treasurer of the company which publishes the Toilers' Defense, an able and popular
paper published in Coaldale. In politics he maintains an independent attitude, and his religious faith is that of the Catholic
church, his membership being in St. Mary's parish of his native

town.

Dando, Isaac, chief clerk to the weighmaster of the Philadelphia
Reading Railway Company at Cressona, was born at Shenandoah,
Schuylkill county. May 29. 1874, a son of Isaac and Margaret A.
(Fisher) Dando.
After completing the courses afforded by the
graded and high schools of his native borough he began his service with the Philadelphia & Reading railroad in 1891.
By strict
attention to the work in hand and earnest and persistent labor
fie was from time to time promoted until he reached the position
which he now holds. On June 26, 1897. Mr. Dando married Miss
Mary J. Krommes, a daughter of Lawrence G. Krommes, of

&
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Two

children, a son anti a <laii),'litir. liavc l)U>scil this
Crcssun.T.
Their nan)cs arc I.awrcncc (l. and lllancho \'. Tlic family
union.
arc all iniMnhcrs of ll>c Methodist Kjiiscopal chvirch of Crcssona, of
which Mr. Dando is secretary of the i)oar<l of trustees. In politics he is a Repuhlican, hut has never become a candidate for office
I'rati-rnally he is identified with the l*"ree and
of public trust.
Accepted Masons, the Independent )rder of Odd l-'ellows and the
Independent .\mericans, and is an entliusiastic mend)er of CresMr. Dando is a youn^ man of jiigh
sona I'ire Company No. i.
standing; in the community and is a recognized leader in social
(

and commercial

circles.

who i.s engaged in the retail drlig business in
one of the representative citizens of his native county
and a member of one of its honored pioneer families. He was born
at I'ottsville. the present judicial center of Schuylkill county. June
Davis, both
I'ugh
1S46. antl is a son of William R. and .Ami
I,
of whom were born and reared in Wales. William K. Davis came
to America in the early 40's and took up his residence in this
county, where he identified himself with mining operations, with
which he had previously been cf)nnccted in his native land, and
for several years bad charge of a furnace in the iron works of
I'enjamin Maywood. of Tottsville. He died at Miucrsville. SchuylShe was a
kill county, in 1851. and his wife on Feb. 22, i<)Oi.
daughter of Henry and Ann I'ugli. who came to this county from
Wales in an early day. Of the children of William R. and Ann
Davis two attained to years of maturity Henry R.. the immediate
subject of this sketch, and William, who died in March. 1886. and
Henry R. Davis attended the common
is buried at Miucrsville.
schools of Miucrsville during the winter m<mths until he had attained to the age of ten years, when he began working in the
mines, as did the average boy of his age in this locality. While
at work he continued his studies, attending a night school at
Miucrsville.
He later took a short term in the English branches
at Bucknell academy, Lewisburg, Pa., and when about twenty
years of age took a course in bookkeeping at the Pierce business
He continued to be identifier! with mincollege in Philadelphia.
ing opcratious until 1889, when he located in Coaldalc and established himself in the drug business, in which he has since successfully continued, having a well equi])pcd establishment and a
He is a stanch advocate of the prinrepresentative patronage.
ciples of the Republican party and is aflSliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. On Feb. 16. 1868. Mr. Davis was
united in marriage to Miss Sarah .Ann Travis, daughter of Edward
Davis, of Minersville. and of the children of this union seven
attained to years of maturity, viz: Edward, Anna. William, Horace. David. Sarah, and Dora.
All arc living except Horace, who
met his death in a railroad accident, May 30, 1900. Reverting to
the mother of Mr. Davis, it may be noted that after the death
of her first husband she married William Davis, to whom she
bore one son, Dr. David R. Davis, of Lansford, who is now deDavis,
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ceased. After the tleniise .o.[ her secuiid husband she became llie
wife of William Beddow, now deceased, and they had five children George, Louisa, Ann, Lemuel, and Elizabeth the last
named Ijcing the wife of Philip llauser.'
Davis, John H., a prominent and well-known resident of Saint
Clair, is a son of the late John R. and liannali (Rowe) Davis.
He was educated in the 'public schools of Minersville and at Crittenden's commercial college. Mr. Davis has spent his life in the
coal business, operating in connection with his father until the
death of the latter, in 1900, and since that date he has conducted
The operations of the firm in earlier years
the business alone.
were large and varied, and the present interests are very extensive, while the subject of this sketch is interested in the promotion
of many other business enterprises in addition to his operations
The most prominent of these is the presiin the coal industry.
dency of the Citizens' bank in Saint Clair, of which he was one
He is also presiof the incorporators and principal stockholders.
dent of the Brighton Coal Company, of Gilberton, these being
Mr.
the principal business corporations engaging his attention.
Davis is president of the board of trustees of the Methodist
Episcopal church in Saint Clair. He is a public-spirited and useful
citizen, and no man in the community stands higher in the estimation of the people, while few have wider or more favorable business connections. Mr. Davis has been married three times, his
first wife being Miss Mary E. Davis, daughter of Rev. Daniel T.
Davis, of Scranton, who died one year after marriage. His
second wife was Mary E. Bamboy, daughter of Percival and Sarah Bamboy, of New Castle township. Two children were born
to this union, William B. and Edith B.
The former died at the
age of twenty-six years, and the latter in infancy.
Airs. Davis
died in 1898, and Mr. Davis married Miss Ida, a daughter of C. C.
Honsberger, of Zion Grove, Schuylkill county. A daughter named
June has come to bless this union, a little fairy five months old.
The subject of this article is prominently identified with the Masonic fraternity, having attained to the thirty-second degree in

—

—

that time-honored society.
He is a Republican in his political
devoted to part}' principles on national issues, but independent on local affairs. He has never sought official honors, but
has borne his part in bearing the burdens of local offices in the
viev/s,

borough.
Day, Frank E., a contracting painter and decorator of Pottsville, is a son of Frederick and Carolina (Orwig) Day, both natives of Orwigsburg" and members of some of the pioneer families
of Schuylkill comity.
Frederick Day was a soldier in the Civil
war and subsequently settled in Pottsville, where he was for twelve
years on the police force. He was also engaged in business as a
coal dealer and grocer for some time. Both parents still live in
Pottsville.
Their children are Lizzie, widow of George Snyder;
Walter, Frank E., John, Harry, Guy and Charles. Frank E.' Day
was born Feb, 6, 1870, in Pottsville, where he grew to manhood,

no
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his idiication iu the piihhc schmils.
lie thin served
apprenticeship nf five years at painting and paper-haiiKinp, at
which he wurked as a journeyman until i<*<<)5. when lie eiiiharked
in husiness for himself as a contractor.
liy his punctuality anti
the hi^h (piality of iiis workmanship he has Imilt up a remunerative husiness, enjoyinfj the confulencc and patronajje of the hest
people in I'ottsville and vicinity.
Mr. Day was married in iH<^i
to Miss Clara, daughter of Jacoh Snyder, <if Philadelphia, and they
have five children: Lizzie, I'"dmun<l, (iertrude. Ruth and I'carl.
Mr. Day is a Keimldican in his political afTiliations. but is not an
active parly worker, preferrinjj the certain returns of a wellconducted business to the precarious emoluments of a political
ri'Cci\ iiiK
ail

career.

Dechert, Daniel, M. D., one of the most prominent physicians
of Schuylkill county anci a leadinp citizen of Schuylkill Haven,

was horn

at

Myerslown, Lehanon county,

I*a.,

I-'eh.

7,

1846.

He

a son of Elijah and Mary ( Kochenherper) Dechert. the former
of whom was one of a family of seven children and was horn near
Readinp. l'.erks county, in 1826. Elijah Dechert died on .April 10,
1893. leavinp fourteen children. John Dechert, the paternal prandfather of the subject of this sketch, was born near Readinp and
lived on a farm there all his active life. He died in iW>5, at the ape
of eiphty-seven years. The prandmothcr was born near Readinp
and died at the ape of ninety-three years. The doctor received his
earliest education in the .Mycrstown public schools.
As a boy he
was employed on the towjiath of the I'nion canal. When he completed a course in the Myerstown academy he entered the office
of Drs. Jacob and J. S. Tryon. of Rehrersburp, Pa., to study
medicine, poinp thence to Philadelphia to enter the medical department of the I'niversity of Pennsylvania. He bcpan his professional practice immediately upon praduation and has continued
it ever since in this county.
In 1871 he located at Cressona. but
subsc(|uently removed to Schuylkill Haven.
He can lay claim
without dispute to havinp the largest peneral practice of any physician in the county, and no member of the profession is more widely
or favorably known.
He was elected by the county medical society as delepate to the convention of the American mcrlical
association at Chicago in 1893. In political matters he is a stanch
believer in the tenets of the Republican party and has several
times been honored with offices of public trust.
In 1870 he was
made a census enumerator of the larpest district of I'erks county
was for a term the county treasurer; for fifteen years a member
of the school board of Cressona and was deputy coroner under
is

;

Drs. G. H. Halberstadt and D. S. Marshall, and two terms under
Dr. Gillars,
His ability was recognized even bv his political
opponents, and in 1879 ^"d 1884 he was appointed county almshouse physician under Democratic administrations, serving three
years under the first appointment and one year under the second.
The doctor was one of the founders of the Union Safe Deposit
bank of Pottsville, and has served as one of the directors ever
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In 1904 he was aijpointed county nierlical insjjcctor Ijy
Dr. Benjamin Lee, head of the state hoard, and is now holding
his second year under i)r. Samuel G. iJixon, state commissioner
In 1863, "when General Lee and his Confederate army
of health.
were invading the state, Dr. Dechert joined the state troops that
were being enlisted for three months' service to aid in repelling
the enemy. When this term had expired and Lee had been turned
back the doctor became a private in Company H, 186th Pennsylvania infantry, and served until September, 1865. For four years
following his discharge and just prior to entering upon his medical
studies he was engaged in pedagogic work. Dr. Dechert has been
twice married. His first marriage was on Jan. 16, 1868, to Miss
since.

Kline, daughter of Benjamin and Katherine Kline, of
Mrs. Dechert died May 31, 1884,
Rehrersburg, Berks county.
On
leaving besides the widowed husband a daughter, Eva M.
Oct. 15, 1885, Dr. Dechert led to the altar Miss Ada Beck, daughBy the second
ter of William and Matilda lieck, of Beckville.
marriage he is the father of three children Clare B., Daniel, Jr.,
and Mary M. The family are all communicants of St. John's
Reformed church of Schuylkill Haven.
Dechert, Harry W., M. D., a leading physician and surgeon of
Orwigsburg, was born in Myerstown, Oct. 4, 1872, a son of Elijah
and Elizabeth (Garoh) Dechert.
Both parents were born in
The
Pennsylvania, and the father is still living in Lebanon.
mother died in 1899. Dr. Dechert received his preliminary educational training in the Pottsville and Myerstown schools, going
direct from the Pottsville high school to the department of medicine
On June 13, 1895, he was
in the University of Pennsylvania.
granted the degree of Doctor of Medicine by the regents of that
institution, and immediatel_y after graduation he organized an
Vlirginia

—

association and opened a hospital at Pottsville, becoming the first
house physician. After six months he resigned this position to
accept one as medical examiner for the Philadelphia & Reading
railroad relief association, with headquarters at Shamokin. There
he remained until Nov. 10, 1900, when he came to Orwigsburg and
began the general practice of his profession, in which he has since
been most successfully engaged. He is medical examiner for the
Equitable, Aetna and John Hancock life insurance companies, and
is a prominent member of the county medical society.
On June
8, 1898, Dr. Dechert married Miss Eva Lewis, of Mahanoy City,
a daughter of the late O. C. and Eleanor C. Lewis. j\Irs. Lewis
died in 1895, ^"d on Christmas day, 1905, the father passed away.
To Dr. and Mrs. Dechert have been born four children Eleanor,
Elizabeth, Oliver and Eva.
Both the doctor and his wife are
members of the Reformed church, of which he is a deacon. He
is fraternally identified with the Sons of America.
Dr. Dechert
is recognized as a prominent member of his profession and his
many friends predict for him a most successful future.
Deebel, William Cyrus, dealer in musical instruments and sewing machines, and instructor in music at Ringtown, was born on

—
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July -7.

i>aUinal Kranilparciits, Juliii I". aii<l Ucbccca
were natives of (urinany. ami his muther's
parents were |.>>liiia and ICli/al)eth (Johnson) Lorali. Inith natives of Scluiylkill county,
lie is one of seven children of John
and Hannah Lorah) Deehel, the others being Cerilla Catherine.
John F.. Joshua F.. Rebecca K.. Harry F^ and Samuel H.
William C. Dcebei attended school until he \vas nineteen
years of aRe and then his father's death compelled him t<»
relinquish
his
scholastic work and
assume the manaj^ement
of the home farm.
During his spare moments he devoted
his time to the study of music and at the age of twentyfour he turned over the management of the farm to his
brothers, took a course in music, and studied in a business college.
When he had com]>letefl his course he started teaching music,
workini: at that and agricultural labors allernatiiy in the winter
and summer. i:arly in ii^)! he cstablisiiecl himself in the piano,
organ and sewing tnacbine business in Ringtown and. together
with his musical instruction, has been most eminentlv successful.
On Jan. 15, 1901. Mr. Deehel married Miss IClizabcth Catherine
Landig, a daughter of Jacob and Rachel (StaulTcr) I.andig. The
father and mother are both natives of Schuylkill county and have
five
children besides Mrs. Deebcl Josejdi. I'.enjamin,
icorge.
Charles and Helen R.
Mr. and Mrs.'Deebel have two children,
Marin IClmer and Wallace Henry. The familv are members of
the Lutheran church. In his ixilitical belief M'r. Decbel is allied
with no party and has neither held nor aspired to public office.
He is identified with Ringtown Lodge, No. 287, Independent Order
1.S71).

(Zclincr)

Ili.s

l)ci-l)tl,

(

—

(

of Odd Fellows.
He is a talented musician with an inherent love
for the beautiful in music.
His paternal grandfather had the
unique distinction of owning the first pipe-organ ever built in the
L'nited States.

Dennebaum, Nicholas, general foreman in the brewing establishment of D. G. Vuengling & Son, is a native of Germany, born
in L'ntershausen, Province of Montabaur. Prussia, Feb. 26, 1848.
His parents were Adam and Catherine (Hubinger) Dennebaum.
The father was a native of l'ntershausen, Germany, in the vicinity
of \yhich place he spent his life.
He served as' burgomaster in
his native city.
The mother was born in Stahlliofen. in the same
province as her husband. Nicholas Dennebaum was educated in
l'ntershausen. Germany, and at the United States brewing
academy

May

in

New York

city.

He came

to

America

in 1868.

and on

2 of that year located in Pottsville, Pa. For six years he
was employed as a cooper at the Lauer brewery, when he entered
the employ of D. G. Yuengling & Son. and was engaged in various
lines of work about the premises until he became familiar with
all details of the brewing business, when he was made
foreman
of the establishment, in 1881.
So faithfully and intelligently has
Mr. Dennebaum performed the duties of this responsible position
that he has been retained in it for more than a quarter of
a centur>-.
He was married on Nov. 6, 1872, to Miss Eliza, daughter
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of Jolin ;iii(I M^argarct Spolin, of 1,'ottsville, and tlicy have two
children, Mary Margaret, who is Ihe wife of Clifford W. Kissinger, a real estate and insurance dealer at Reading, i'a., and a young
Mr. IJennebauni has been prominently identified
son at home.

with the Masonic fraternity for many years, and has attained
He has devoted
exalted rank in that time-honored organization.
much time and study to perfecting himself in the work, and has
He is also a member of the
reached the thirty-second degree.
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of the
Golden Eagle. Of the purely social organizations, he is a member of the Liederkrans, a German musical society of high order.
He is a Democrat in his political relations, and he and his wife
are members of the German I^eformed church.
Devine, Alex. J., ranks as one of the leading educators of the
county of Schuylkill, and his efficiency is due not only to a natural
adaptability, but also to a lifetime's devotion to the noble profession of teaching. He was born in the village of Cumbola, where
he now has charge of the public schools, Dec. 17, 1876, a son of
Patrick F. and Bridget A. (Toland) Devine, the former of whom
was a native of Ireland and the latter of Blythe township, SchuylThe paternal grandparents were James and Martha
kill county.
Devine, natives of County Donegal, Ireland, who came to America
in 1852 and settled in the township of Blythe, this county, where
the grandfather followed the vocation of mining for several years,
remaining a resident of that township until his death. Fie reared
a family of eight children, of whom the following mention is
properly made in this connection: Esther is the wife of William
Brislin Thomas served as a watchman for a number of years at
the Shoo Fly colliery, and while in the performance of his duty
was shot by members of that nefarious gang known as the "Molly
Maguires" John is a resident of Nebraska Patrick F. was the
father of him whose name introduces this review Joseph Hannah
is the wife of George
McNeely; Jeremiah, and William. The
;

;

;

;

;

maternal grandparents were Michael and Bridget (Huton) Toland,
also natives of County Donegal, Ireland, who came to America
in 1847 3-'''*^ located in the township of Blythe, Schuylkill county,
where the grandfather followed the vocation of mining. These
parents reared three children
Bridget, the mother of the subject
of this review
Dennis, and Michael, all born and reared in the
township of Blythe, where they still reside. Patrick F. Devine.
the father of Alex. J., was reared in the township of Blythe from
the age of four years, and received his education in the common
schools and at a normal school in Kutztown.
He adopted the
pedagogic profession as his occupation and followed teaching continuously for thirty-three years as principal of the public schools
of Blythe township. He died Oct. 6, 1892, at the age of fifty-four
years.
He and his good Avife reared to maturity a family of nine
children: Martha, Michael, Alex. J., Bridget, Patrick F., Jr., James,
Annie, Joseph, and Regina. Alex. J. Devine. who is the immediate
subject of this review, was reared in the township of Blythe and
:

;
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received his prcliininary education in the public schools ot iliat
lie then attended the normal Siljodl at Kutztown and
li^wii^hip.
lie hctitled hintself especially for the occupation of teaching,
ijan his peilaj^oijic career as a teacher in the connnon schools, rcniainiiiK so employed for six years, and since the autumn of n/34 has
been principal of tire Cumbola public schools, a position in which
In assvuniuK the duties of
he has piven universal satisfaction.
that position he succeeded his younper brother. Patrick !•". Devinc,
\vlu> liad officiated in that capacity durinj^ the three previous years,
and who is now ])rincipal of tlic public schools of 'ruscari>ra. Patrick 1'". Devine is a i^raduatc of the state normal school at I^ock
Haven. Alex. J. Devine is a member of the thurch of the Holy
I'amily at New I'hiladelphia. and in his political views he renders
an unswervinjj allegiance to the time-honored principles of the
Democratic party. In 1902 he was elected to the position of jusIn
tice of the jieace for a term of years endinp May <y. up".
assuming the duties of this office he succeeded his honored father,
who had occu]>ie(l that official station for a continuous period of
twenty-nine years.
"
Diamond, Theodore A.. i>roprietor of the I'hiladelphia rpiick
lunch rooms," at 11,^ l-2ast Xorwegian street. I'ottsville, was born
The historic land of which
in Macedonia. Turkey. Jan. 16, 1884.
he is a native was better known in the early history of the Christian Era as being the home of Macedoiiius, who founded the
"Macedonian Heresv," in .\. D. ^41, at which time he was Patriarch of Constantinople. Macedonia embraces a considerable area
of territory in southern Turkey, bordering upon Greece and
the .-Egean Sea.
Mr. Diamond's birthplace is a city of about
10,000 inhabitants, one of the greatest manufacturing centers in
the so-called state of Macedonia, and is famous throughout Europe
for its rare wines. Theodore Diamond was educated in the public anrl
gymnasium schools of his native land, his primary education being
in the dreek language.
He served an apprenticeship of one year
at \'olo, Thcssaly. Greece, where he learned the art of cooking,
according to the methods of that country. He desired to perfect
himself in this business, and came to America in 1900 with that
end in view, but circumstances compelled a temporary divergence.
He was em])loyed in a cigar factory in Xew York city for fifteen
months, engaged in making Egj'ptian cigarettes. His employers,
the wealthy and ])rominent lUiron Brothers, of \'olo, treated him
as a social equal and trusted employe, thus making his first experience in America a chapter in his life to which he always looks
He spent six months in the employ of a
back with pleasure.
telephone company in the same city, and was in the employ of a
private family at Brooklyn during one summer.
Following this,
he was employed in cooking in restaurants, hotels and private
boarding-houses in Xew York. He was c|uick to learn both the
langua.ge and business details, and was a partner in the Palace cafe
at Hazleton, Pa., for seven months, when the lease expired and
could not be renewed. On Aug. 21, 1903, he started in business

;
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at Pottsville, his first location being at ^o. 54 West Norwegian
May 1, 1904, he moved to his present location. Mere
street.
he has a well-appointed restaurant and (|uick lunch rooms, which
are noted for cleanliness, excellent cooking and courteous treatment of guests. Mr. IJiamond has made a success of his business,
and is constantly adding to and imjjroving his establishment. In

On

1905 he established a plant for the manufacture of ice cream, the
product of which is served on his tables or sold at wholesale and
This feature of his business was established
retail as required.
it is operated by electricity, and is
at a cost of more than $1,000.
modern in all appointments. The parents of Mr. Diamond, Anastacios and Elizabeth (Dragumano) Diamond, were natives of the
same locality as himself, where the mother died at the age of
forty-eight years. The father is living, and is being cared for by
his son," Christ, who was with the subject in Pottsville for a year
and a half, but returned to Greece to fulfill this filial duty. The
sister, whose name is Mary, is married and has three children in
The family are members of Saint Joseph's
in her native country.
Orthodox church in Naoussa, Macedonia. Mr. Diamond became
a citizen of the United States in May, 1906, and at once espoused
He speaks, reads and writes
the cause of the Republican party.
the English language with fluency, and is an intelligent and companionable young man. He employs an average of six assistants
'in the various lines of his business, and conducts a quiet and popular
resort which is frequented by many of the best people of the
town. He is a man of exceptionally good habits, a feature in his
character which has been conducive to the success which he has
achieved.
Diefenderfer, George C, member of the shoe manufacturing
firm of H. S. Albright & Co.. of Orwigsburg, was born in that
He is a son of Christian and Elizabeth
place on Jan. 28, 1855.
(Kimmel) Diefenderfer, both natives of the Keystone state. The
father was a mason in his early life, but later became a locomotive
engineer on the Philadelphia & Reading railroad. In April, 1862,
he enlisted in the 97th Pennsylvania infantry, then with the Army
of the Potomac, but was later transferred to the ii6th Pennsylvania infantr}'.
While fighting with the latter regiment at
Ream's station he was captured and late in 1864 succumbed to
exposure and starvation in a Salisbury, N. C, prison. His widow
passed away on Jan. 5, 1883, leaving five children. John A., the
eldest, lives in Orwigsburg
Anna is Mrs. George H. Bickley, of
the same place
Alice is Mrs. Daniel F. Shoener, of this county
and Louis K. is a hosiery manufacturer at Wiconisco, Dauphin
county. George C. Diefenderfer, the subject of this sketch, is the
second of the family in order of birth. He received a scholastic
training in. the common schools of his native town and later at
Waynesburg college. When he had taken advantage of all the
educational opportvmities offered him he embarked in the mercantile business at Wiconisco, Dauphin county, but subsequentlv
disposed of his interests there and came to Orwigsburg to become
;

;
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shoe nianufacti>iy.

lie lia>

now

associated in this inilnstry some Iwenty-fonr years.
IJesiiles this he lias numerous oilu-r interests, anion); them a
ilireclorsliip in tlie First National hank, the presidency of the
( )r\vi};sluirj; school lioaril
(now serving his twenty-second year),
ami the presidency of the ( )rwij;sl)ur>; building and loan association.
From 1876 to 1880 he was po.stmastcr of the borough
On Xov. 9. 1880, Mr. i^iefenderfer was united in
of Wiconisco.
marriage to Miss Mary M. Maurer. a native of Pennsylvania,
and a daughter of Dr. ,\. G. L. and .Margaret (Mayer) Maurer.
.Man L.. a Princeton
'riiree children have blessed this union.
graduate, is a member of the class of k/jS of the tleparlment of
medicine in the L'niversity of Pennsylvania; IMorence E. is at
home; Margaret M. is a graduate of the high school and is now
devoting her time to the study of both instnmiental and vocal
Mrs. Diefenderfer is a member of the .Methodist Episcomusic.
pal church, and her husband is a regular attendant.
He is a
Shriner of the .Masonic order and a thirty-second degree Mason,
and has held various offices in the dilTerent stages of .Masonry,
lie is a man of exceptiijiial business ability and is well and favorably known throughout the county.
Dietz, Gottfried, a Minersville citizen of wealth and inlluence,
a dealer in tlour. feed, hay, grain, etc., and a lumber merchant, was
born in ("icrmany. The place of his nativity was W'iirtemberg
and the date Oct. 24. 1833, a son of Gottfried and Kate (Klein)
Dietz. The father was engaged in agricultural jiursuits all his active
life, and his death occurred when the subject of this sketch was
CJottfried Dietz is the youngest of the four
still a youngster.
children born to his parents and is the sole survivor. He received
all his scholastic advantages in the public schools of his Fatherland and in 1853 came to the United States, locating at once in
Minersville.
For the first ten years of his residence he clerked
fn a store and then embarked in the grain and feed business, which
he has so successfully been oix-rating ever since. In 1875 he added
the timber business to his other interests and has undoubtedly
sold more timber to the mines than any other man in the same
part of the county. In politics he is a strong exponent of the doctrines of the Republican party, and at several successive elections
has been the successful candidate of that party for election to
the borough council. On .April 14. 1858, Mr. Dietz married Miss
Katie Schwartz, a native of Germany, and a daughter of Jacob
and Katie Schwartz, both of whom died in the old country. Mrs.
Dietz died on May i, 1893, at the age of sixty-six years. She was
a woman of rare attainments, kindly, thoughtful and matronly,
and her death was a distinct loss to the community. Resides the
bereaved husband she left four children. Fred, the eldest, married .-\nnie Ferg. and is employed by his father.
Katie is the wife
of William Filsburg and the mother of seven children
Elsie L.,

(U/)/)

l>een

—

George G.. Robert E.. Ruth. William
jamin Carl. Charles is connected with

J.,

Franklin D. and Ben-

his father in business.

He
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married

Emma

Morgan,

by_

whom

he has

c\^h\.

children

— Lina

]Javid Ilinkin, and mother of an unnamed daughter),
Godfrey H., Mabel, Charles, Nettie, Helen, Martha and Edgar.
Mary is now Mrs. Peter Zupert, and her husljand is engaged in
Laura M.,
business with her father. They have eight children

(now

JVIrs.

—

Robert, Horace, Edna, George, Ereda, Mary and Raymond. Mr.
Dietz is a pillar in the German Lutheran church, of which his
wife was a most devout communicant, and their children have all
been reared in that faith. Although well advanced in years he
retains a wonderful grasp on the business and social activities of
the community in which he has been an important influence for

good

for so

many

years.

Ditchey, Charles F., manager of the Lauer Brewing Company's
business in the anthracite coal district, is a descendant of one of
the pioneer families of Schuylkill county, his grandparents, John
and Wilhelmina Ditchey, having come from Germany and located at Whitfield patch, near Middleport, in 1847, ^"d there the
grandfather was engaged in mining until killed by a fall of coal
about 1857. They had a family of eight children, of whom Jacob
W., the father of Charles F., was next to the youngest. He was
born near Middleport in September, 1853, and was therefore about
He grew to manfour years of age when his fatfier was killed.
hood in the county, married Miss Elizabeth O'Keefe, and was for
some time employed as a breaker builder about the mines. In
1881 he was "closed in" in the mine and when rescued gave up
his occupation, never even returning to the mine for his tools.
Subsequently he engaged in the wholesale and retail liquor business, in which he was successful.
He and his wife are both living, being residents of Tamaqua, where he is now in the mercantile line.
He owns considerable real estate in the county. Charles
F. Ditchey is the eldest of eight children born to his parents, the
others being Franklin J., who is engaged in the liquor business
Minnie, wife of Albert Berigan, of Ashland Elmer
at Tamaqua
foreman in Wise's bakery Sarah A., a student with Dr: ShiiTerJ.,
stine, of Tamaqua; Jacob W., Jr., at home with his parents; Bernard J., engaged in mercantile pursuits, and John K., in school.
Charles F. Ditchey was born at Mahanoy City. March 31. 1880.
He was educated in the schools of Tamaqua and began his business career in the same line of activity in which he is now engaged,
his father having been agent for the same company, so that he
has been thoroughly educated in all the details of the business. He
began driving a delivery wagon for the company in 1890 in Tamaqua, and in 1901 became the agent there, holding that place
until 1903, when he came to Shenandoah.
On Feb. 4. 1904. he
established the present agency and still has personal supervision
of its affairs.
He is a member of the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks the Fraternal Order of Eagles the Tamaqua Social club
the Citizens' Fire Company of Tamaqua, and of the
standing committee of the Tamaqua Democrac}^ with which partv
he affiliates and has always taken an active part since attaining
;

:

;

;

;
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lie was fleeted assessor of 'r:tm.i(|ua, but resigned
his majority,
On Nov. i), kkM. Mr.
the oftiie when he eanie to Siuiiaiidoali.

Ditehey married Miss

.Anj^iista

.M..

daii^iiter of Aiiol|)h

aiicj

Tiie-

Shenandoah, ami to tiiis union has lieen horn one
'i'lie
family
daiij;hter. I-'li/.aheth Theresa, born .\np. \i, 1905.
are members of the (lerman Catholic church.
Doherty, Henry W., superintendent of the Haber cemetery, was
born in (.'ounty .\ntrim. Ireland. ()ct. ii, iSf)/, a son of John 15.
and Mary Hnnvn) Doherty. I'oth parents were born in County Antrim, and there the father carried on his vocation of linen bleacher
in an establishment of his <^wn until his death, which occurred
In the fall of that year the mother left the
.m l'"eb. 15. 1890.
I'lmeraid Isle for this country in company with her sons, and is
now li\ inp in Cermantown. The other surviving sons arc John R..
Robert .\.. William J., E. (i., J. R. L.. and I'redcrick C. all livinp
in I'hiladelidiia an<l all married with the exception of William ancl
Frederick. Henry W.. the subject of this memoir, took advantape
of the eilucational opportunities afforded by the schools of his
native land and then learned the trade of landscape gardener. I'or
resa

Kline, of

(

five years prior to his coming to the L'nited States he was employed in that work and has followed it continuously since his
arrival, most of the time in Philadelphia.
He was holding a good
position when the commissioners of the Charles P.aber cemetery
association made him the proposition which gave him charge of
the cemetery in I'ottsville. and which he accepted. On June 15,
icjoT). he arrived in
Pottsville and assumed his new duties.
Although his service has been of a rather short period there is
plenty of evidence of his skill and artistic ability and promises
of still greater improveinent.
On Sept. 18. 1904. Mr. Doherty
married Miss Rebecca Brown, a (laughter of \\'illiam I'rown. and
The father is now living
a native of County Tyrone. Ireland.
with Mr. and Mrs. Doherty. and the mother dierl in Ireland.
Politically Mr. Doherty is a fearless exponent of the princi]:)les
P.otii be anrl
of the Republican party, but has never held office.
his wife are members of the Presbyterian church, and at one time
he was connected with several fraternal organizations, but has
resigned from all of them. He is a firm believer in life insurance

and carries several heavy policies.
Dolan, Hugh, is one of the successful mining contractors of his
native city of Pottsville, where he was born on Feb. 22. 1S74. He
is held in high esteem as a citizen and as an enterprising and
reliable business man. and is a son of Joseph and Jane (Homer)
Dolan. the former of whom was born in Pottsville and the latter
in England.
The paternal grandfather of the subject of this
sketch was a native of Ireland and was one of the sterling pioneers of what is now the city of Pottsville, where he followed the
carpenters' trade for a long term of years.
James Homer, the
maternal grandfather, came from England to America and likewise was an early settler of Pottsville. where he continued to reside until his death.
Joseph Dolan was reared to maturity in
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Pottsville and became a prominent and prosperous mining contractor, continuing to be identified with this line of enterprise
during the greater portion of his active business career. He died
Of his four
in Pottsville in 1893, at the age of fifty-two years.
children the sidiject of tiiis review is the eldest, and the others
Hugh IJolan received his prelimiare Mark, I'aul, and Louise.

nary educational discipline in the public schools of I'ottsville and
supplemented this by a course of study in the historic Mount St.
Mary's college, Emmitsburg, Md., an institution which was
founded in 1808. Later he studied mining engineering under the
able preceptorship of A. B. Cochran & Son, of Pottsville, and
after following the work of this profession for three years he
He
engaged in independent business as a mining contractor.
initiated his efforts in this line in 1896 and has since continued
with marked success, being associated with his brother in
business, under the firm name of Dolan Brothers. In politics
Mr. Dolan maintains an independent attitude, and he is
known as a progressive and public-spirited citizen. He is at
the present time (19.07) president of the council of the borough
a member of the West End Fire Company,
with the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks.
In 1899 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Dolan and
Miss Esther Jennings, daughter of Adam and Esther (Galbraith)
Jennings, of Pottsville, and they have six children Joseph, Hugh,
Jr., Homer, Esther, Frank, and Robert.
Dolan, Michael, son of Michael and Ann (Phillips) Dolan, was
born in Branchdale, Reiley township, Schuylkill county. Pa., Jan.
He has four sisters, Elizabeth, Margaret, Mary Ann
27, 1868.
and Kate, and one brother, Bernard. He received his education
in the public schools, attending during the winter terms, until he
was ten years old, and working in the coal breaker in the summer.
At that age he left school and his whole time was occupied in
the breaker until he was fifteen years of age, when he went to
work in the mines, becoming a practical miner. He remained in
this employment until the spring of 1902, when he became underkeeper of the insane at the Schuylkill county almshouse, which
position he occupied for four j^ears.
April i, 1906, he was made
head-keeper over this department, which position he now holds.
He has full charge of this department, and has four men and four
women assistants, who have the care of seventy-six male and
thirty-five female inmates.
Mr. Dolan was married on April 9,
1901, to Miss Kate Doran, daughter of Patrick and Julia (DeLaney) Doran, all natives of Tower City, Schuylkill county.
Three children, Julia, James and John, have been born to this
union. Mr. Dolan is a member and past officer of Division No. 14,
Ancient Order of Hibernians, of Branchdale. In politics he is a
Democrat, and his family belongs to the St. Ambrose Roman
Catholic church of Schuylkill Haven.
Donaghue, Louis F., M. D., a successful and popular physician
of Mahanoy Plane, was born at Summit Hill, Carbon count}^. Pa.,

of

and

Yorkville,
is

is

affiliated

—
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Jan.

I.

1872,

ami

is

of Scotcli-Irish extraction.

His father, Dr.

James A. Hoiinpluic, was born in DnmUc. Scotland, and his mollicr,
whose niaiilcn name was .Anna W'alsli, was a native of County
Tlie tatlur was a praduatc of the Royal colDoncKal. Ireland.
lepe of physicians and snrjjcons of llelfast, Ireland, where he completed the course about 1857, and he soon afterward came to

Me first located in this country at Summit Hill, but
.America.
practicinp for ten years there he removed to Girardvillc,
Schuylkill county, where he continued in active practice until his
death, in I'P.V .\fter cominti to America he took a course of lectures in the I'.cllevue hos|)ital college of New York, thus thoroughly equippinji: himself for the jiractice of his profession in
He and his wife became the ])arents
the land of his adoption.
of the followiniij children: James, a physician in New York city;
Vincent, of Girardvillc; I"rancis, deceased; Louis F. Theresa,
a druppist at Girardvillc; Joseph, a druppist in Philadelphia.
Dr. Louis !•". Donaphue was reared at Girardvillc and educated
He then took up the study of
in the schools of that borouph.
medicine with his father and in iSqS praduatod at the .MedicoChirurpical collcpe of T'liiladclpliia.
In .-\upust of that year he
located at .Mahanoy Plane, where he has been eminently successful in the practice of his chosen profession, and has built up a
Durinp the years 1004-5 he was state quaranlucrative business.
tine ins])ector for .Sclniylkill county, and was for several terms the
secretary of the boar<l of health. In addition to his repular profession he is a repistered pharmacist and keeps fully in touch
with the new discoveries in the field of medical investipation.
Politically he is a Democrat, and in 1907 he was nominated by his
party for the office of coroner. He is a member of the Roman
In 1902 Dr. Donaphue married Miss .Apnes,
Catholic church.
dauphter of James and Ellen (Wison) Dewey, of .Mahanoy F'lane,
and to this union have been born three children James, Louis and
Francis, the first named beinp deceased.
Donahoe, Michael T., a resident of .-Vshland for more than half
a century and connected with its business interests thirty-three
years as a dealer in wall paper, pictures, books and fancy goods,
was born at Broad Mountain, in the parish of Fottsville, this
county, in the year 1854, a son of Thomas and Marparet (McCormic) Donahoe. both of whom were born in the parish of Boyle,
County Roscommon. Ireland. He is a prandson of Michael and
Mary Donahoe, of the same parish, who immiprated to the United
States in 1846 and settled near Pottsville, where the father of the
subject of this sketch was enpaged in mininp until 1855, when he
removed to Ashland, where he followed the same vocation until
his death in June 1864. at which time he was forty-six years of
ape.
He was survived by six children. John, the eldest, bepan
workinp about the mines at an early ape and finallv became a
musician and music teacher of distinctive ability, being specially
endowed as a vocalist. He finally engaged in business and in
course of time admitted his brother Michael, subject of this review,
after

;

—

;
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They were associated in the conductinff of the
Ashland book store for many years. Mary, the eldest of the sisters, is the wife of Anthony Murphy, of Salem, Ohio; Margaret
is the wife of Terrence O'J^.rien, of Decatur, 111.; Hubert is a
resident of Salem, Ohio, and liridget maintains her home in the
to partiKTsliip.

Michael T. Donahoc was affcn-ded the
city of Philadelijhia, Pa.
advantages of the public schools of Ashland and initiated his independent career a,s slate-picker around the mines. In 1872 he
engaged in business with his brother and he also did most effective
work as teacher and director of Catholic choirs in Mahanoy City,
Heckscherville and Ashland, a vocation which
years.
In 1878 he was elected to the office
of justice of the peace for the second ward of Ashland, and he
served three terms as chief burgess of the borough of Ashland,
administering the affairs of the office with marked discrimination
He was
and to the satisfaction of the people of the borough.
president of the Ashland Choral Union one year and has ever
retained a deep interest in the "divine art" of music; is a member
of the American Hose Company, an organization of the local fire
is a past deputy grand
department established many years ago
knight and grand knight of Father Sheridan Council, Knights
of Columbus
and a member and musical director of the Holy
Name Society of St. Joseph's church, of Ashland, of which CathoAs a young man
lic parish he and his family are communicants.
Mr. Donahoe was united in marriage to Miss Mary Elizabeth
Wingert, daughter of Frank B. Wingert, whose father was the
Mr. and Mrs.
first cashier of the First National bank of Ashland.
Donahoe are the parents of three children Frances E., the wife
of Charles E. Pett, of New York city
and Wilfred J. and Gertrude K., who remain at the parental home.
Doyle, Edward V., a promising young attorney of Pottsville,
was born at Cumbola, Schuylkill county, March 9, 1878. His
parents, Edward and Julia (Whalen) Doyle, were natives of Ireland, the former of County Wicklow and the latter of County
Kilkenny.
The grandfather, John Doyle, died in Ireland, and
his widow, whose maiden name was Julia Hayden, came with her
children to America in 1848. Those children were Julia, now the
wife of Thomas Burns
Mary, now Mrs. Burke
William, Edward and John. When Edward Doyle, the father of the subject
of this sketch, was about eighteen years of age, he settled near
Five Points in East Norwegian township, where for some time he
was occupied in mining. He then engaged in boating on the
Schuylkill canal, then embarked in the saloon business in Pottsville, and later became a dealer in general merchandise at Cumbola, where he was the first postmaster, holding the office until
his death, which occurred in 1894.
His daughter succeeded him
and served as postmistress until 1906, when she resigned on account of her health. Edward and Julia Doyle were the parents of
twelve children, of whom the following are now living: Julia,
wife of Michael Kenna
John J., now in Colorado
I\Iarv A.
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Patrick W., of
lian,

|>ro|irii't«>r

oloRose Ann, wife of U. I.
House at I'ort Carbon, Scluiylkill
wife of Iviward l"I;iunaK;>ii. of West \irniiiia
Ivlward \'. Doyle was e<lucatcd in the schools

(iolilticld,

of the

Nev.

I

;

I'liion

county; l.i//ie.
and l-'.dward \'.
of Lund)oIa ami i'alo Alto and in iSt/) i)ccanie a teacher, 'i'he
followin.u year he entered X'illanova college, near I'hiladeljihia, in
which institution he spent five years. f;ra<luatinn in ii^)2 with the
deprec of Master of Arts. He then studied law with W. H. Shepherd, of Pottsvillc. and on the first Monday in October. i»K>5. was
admitted to practice in the supreme court of the state. Since that
time he has Inen enijaRed in practice in the office witii his ])receptor.
Fn the spring of mjoA he was elected to the office of justice
of the peace for I'dythe townshi)), with office at tinnbola. being
the first attorney in the history of tiic county to be elected to this
Mr. Doyle is a Democrat in his political affiliations, antl
office.

;

commendable

interest in all questions of public policy.
of the Holy I-amily Catholic church, of New
Philadelphia, and belongs to Lodge \o. 297. I'"orestcrs of .Vmerica.
( )n
.Aug. 3. H)04. he was united in marriape to Miss Mary A.
daughter of John 1". (iallagher, formerly of Schuylkill county, now
To this marriage was born one daughter, Julia.
of Reailing.
Mrs. Doyle died on Jan. 11. i<>07.
Dreisbach, Rev. Alfred F., Ph. D., a minister of the gospel of
the KiiMrmed taith and jiastor of the First church of that denomi-

takes a

He

a

is

member

near VVindgap. Northampton
one of eight children born to
his father and mother, Jacob and Matilda (Ciormanton) Dreisbach. and the seventh in order of birth. The first member of the
family to come to the United States from Germany was George
Yost Dreisbach. a great-grandfather of the doctor, who immigrated about 1740. The grandfather, George Peter Dreisbach, was
a miller and farmer of Northampton county, and his son, Jacob,
operated the mill and did carpenter work until the time of his
death, which occurred in the fall of 1801. some thirty years after
On the maternal side Dr. Dreisbach is of
his wife's death.
French stock, his great-grandparents. Frederick and Elizabeth
(Frantz) Gormanton. having come to this country from I-rance
about 1740. The children of Jacob and Matilda Dreisbach in order of birth are George, now living in Easton Elizabeth S., deceased
Emma S.. wife of T. F. P.urley. of Easton; Jacob C..
deceased; Joel F.. of Easton; Clarissa L.. deceased; Alfred F.. the
subject of this memoir; and Reuben E.. deceased. All of the deceased members died in infancy with the exception of Jacob, who
lived to the age of twenty-seven years.
Dr. Dreisbach grew to
maturity in his native county, being educated in its public schools
and at a parochial institution, and when he was sixteen years of
age accepted a position as teacher in one of the public schools.
He remained at that labor but one year, however, and then entered the collegiate institute at Easton, Pa., doing some teaching
at the same time and taking special instruction in Greek and Latin
nation in I'ottsville, was
county. Pa.. Sept. 8. 1831.

born

He

is

;

;

;
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of Rev. Dr. Reineckc. When he was fully prepared he went to
the Franklin and Marshall college at Lancaster and in 1877 completed a four years' course with the degree of Bachelor of Arts.
Subsequently, in 1880, he completed the three years' course in
the Eastern Theological seminary at Lanca.ster and on May 25
of that year was licensed to preach the gospel by the East Pennsylvania classis of the Reformed church, his examination being
made by Drs. E. W. Reineckc, T. C. Porter and D. Y. Heisler.
The committee which ordained him was of the l^otomac synod
of the classis of Zion and consisted of Dr. J. O. Miller, D. D.
S. F. Launy and W. F. Xanders, the ceremony occurring at
There he
Shrewsbury, which church became his first charge.
remained for fourteen and a half years, in charge of four regular
appointments, and in 1895, when the number was increased to six,
he resigned because of his physical inability to do the work.
He then accepted a call to St. Mary's Reformed church of Silver
Run, Md., and remained in the position for a period of four years
and as many months. His next charge was the Steelton First
Reformed church near Harrisburg, which pastorate he took on
Aug. I, 1899. Just four years later he preached his first sermon
as pastor of the First Reformed church of Pottsville. This church
has a membership roll of 330 and a Sunday school of some 200
Besides this he is pastor of St. John's Reformed church
pupils.
of St. Clair, which has a membership of 125 and an average Sunday school attendance of 100. He is thus called upon to preach
three sermons each Sabbath.
Each church has its Christian Endeavor and Ladies' Aid societies and numerous other organizations.
Since Dr. Dreisbach's graduation his Alma Mater has conferred
upon him the degree of Master of Arts, and the Illinois Wesleyan
university has honored him with the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. On June 29, 1880, was solemnized Dr. Dreisbach's marriage
to Miss Mary E. Hofifmeier, born in Lancaster, and a daughter of
William M. and Lydia (Resh) Hoffmeier. The founder of the
Hoffmeier family in America was Rev. John Henry Hoffmeier,
who was the organizer of the Reformed church at Lancaster. In
the fatherland his vocation was considered plebeian, so that it became necessary for him to elope with the lady of his choice, Miss
Gertrude von Asen, whose family were people of the German
court.
The marriage occurred on May 8, 1793, and they sailed
for America the following day.
Their family consisted of three
daughters and as many sons, two of whom, William and Charles,
were ministers of the Reformed faith. For more than 100 years
the family has been closely identified with the Reformed church,
Mrs. Dreisbach's grandfather, Jacob L. Hoffmeier, having been a
Sabbath school missionary who organized many schools in Lancaster and vicinity. Her father, William M., is a retired salesman living in Lancaster, and her mother, who is of Scotch-Irish ancestry,
is also living.
Mrs. Dreisbach, who is the eldest of the five children in the family, was born on Nov. 11, i860, and was educated
in Lancaster.
The eldest son, Samuel Richard, is foreman of the

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY

IJI

llamiltmi watcli fncttiry at LancastiT; liis wife was fornurly Miss
Mabel (iertrinle is tlie wife of I-rank Zcclicr, a
Lottie Copley.
dealer in electrical supplies in Lancaster; Carrie Sue married
Peter McComouy, an electrician of Lancaster; and Daisy L., the
youngest, is a teacher in the public schools of Lancaster. To Dr.
and Mrs. nreishacli have been liDrn two sons. The elder. Paul
William, was born May 23. ifW/i, in .Slirewsbury, Y<irk county.
He is a graduate of the I'ottsville hi.i;li school in the class of 1905,
and a year later completed a post-graduate course in the same
institution.
In the fall of iyo6 he matriculated at I'Vanklin and
Marshall college in Lancaster. lie is a proficient musician and
has served as pipe organist in his father's church. The other son
is .Mfred (Jerry, also born in Shrewsbury. .May 27, i8<X), was graduated at the Pottsville high school in the class of 1906, and is
now engaged in the study of music, in which he is naturally most
proficient.

Dreisigacker, John F., furniture dealer and uiuiertakcr at Tower
City, was jjorn at Laiidenttnvn. Schuylkill county. Jan. 1, 1861.
His parents. Robert and .\uguste (I'>rown) Dreisigacker, were both
natives of (lermany. he of .Schleusingeii and she of ( )berliof. The
father was a cabinet-maker by trade. lie came to America in 1852
and the mother came over two years later. In i8''>2 they located
at Minersville, but after a sliort residence there went to .\shland.
In the fall of 1865 they went to Berlin, Canada, where they lived
for two years, then went to Philadalphia and remained there until
1869, when thej- returned to Scluiylkill county and settled at
Tamacjua. In April. 1872. they came to Tower City, where the
father died on Jan. 31, 1892. anrl where the mother is still living.
They had two children Louisa, who married George W. Kcilman
and died in 1894. and John I"., the subject of this sketch. Jnlin P.
Dreisigacker was educated in the Lutheran schools of Philadelphia
and attended school for awhile after his family located in Tower
He learned the cabinet-makers' trade with his father, with
City.
whom he was associated for eighteen years. In 1892 he started
his present place of business, wdiich is one of the oldest and best
equipped furniture stores in this section of the county. He prepared himself for embalming and gives special attention to that
line of work.
Mr. Dreisigacker is a member of Tremont Lodge,
No. 276, Free and Accepted Masons; Camp Xo. 52. Patriotic Order
of the Sons of America at Tower City and Reiner City Lodge,
No. 446. Knights of Pythias. He is a Republican in his political

—

;

views, and though he never sought office he served two terms on
the school board.
On Oct. 22, 1882, he married Miss Maggie
Green, of Schuylkill county, and to this union have been born the
following children
Charles Robert, who is with his father in
business, and who married Miss Lulu Schamper; Mary Augusta,
a teacher in Porter township and Leo J.. Xellie. Maude. Dewey
and Steward, at home with the parents. Mr. Dreisigacker is a
member of the Lutheran church and his wife is a Catholic.
:
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Dreshman, John, the subject of tliis article, is an early settler
of Ashland, and accompanied his parental family to that place when
He was born in New York city, Feb. 25, 1852, and is a
a child.
son of John and Eva \i. (Hill) Dreshman, natives of Weiderschausen, Germany. They came to America about 1848 and after
a few years residence in New York and elsewhere located in AshThey are both buried in the
land, where their lives were ended.
The father was a
beautiful cemetery overlooking the town.

carpenter by occupation, and was among the pioneer contractors
and builders of Ashland. Many of the substantial homes of that
town are monuments to his mechanical skill and industry. The
subject of this sketch is the eldest living of eleven children born
to these parents, five of whom lived to years of maturity. Christian,
the eldest of the five, and Charles, the youngest son, are now deceased. The latter was killed in the mines at the age of 21 years.
The names of those now living are John, Henry and Barbara.
The. sister is the wife of Abram Lenker. After completing his
education in the public schools of Ashland, Mr. Dreshman and his
brother Christian learned the trade of their father, and formed a
partnership in contracting and building. This continued until the

But for ten years previously, Mr.
1903.
interested in mining operations, and since the
death of his brother, has given his entire attention to that business.
John Dreshman was married on June 14, 1878, to ]Miss Anna
Martha Smith, of Ashland. She is a daughter of Henry and
Elizabeth (Gantz) Smith, natives of Hessen Darmstadt, Germany.
Six children were born to the union of Mr. and Mrs. Dreshman.
These were named Christian H., Minnie, John, Anna Martha,
Charles and Naomi. Minnie, John and Charles are deceased. The
eldest son, Christian, was married June 18, 1907, to Miss Gertrude
T. Kaercher, daughter of Edward Kaercher of Pottsville, and
resides in Pittsburg, where he is assistant secretary of the Young
Men's Christian Association. Mr. Dreshman is a charter member
of the organization of Jimior Order United American Mechanics in
Ashland.
He and his family are members of the German
death of Christian,

in

Dreshman had been

Reformed church. In political affiliations Mr. Dreshman is a
Democrat, and takes an active part in the deliberations of his party,
but has never sought nor held public office. The only departure
from this rule has been in his acceptance of some of the thankless
and unrequited offices of the borough and school district.
Drobel, Fred J., senior member of the firm of Drobel & Hofi^man, merchant tailors and clothiers, at Pottsville, is a native of
Schuylkill county, having been born at Mechanicsville, June 18,
1878. and his entire life has been spent within the confines of the
district to the history of which these volumes are dedicated. His
parents are John and Catherine (Dimmerling) Drobel, the former
of whom is a native of Budweis, Austria-Hungary, and the latter
was born in Y'orkville, this county. The father came with his
parents to America in 1852 and with them took up his residence
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Tlicre liis youth was suctit, ami Ik- was just rntciinn
of carlv nianliood, wlu'ii, in iH<>i, at the a^- of
si-vcnti'i-n years, he entered the I'ninn army as a private in the 4Sth
rcKiment Pennsylvania vohniteer infantry, witli wliieh he servcil
during four years of warfare. W'iiile eni;a);ed in front of I'etersburp, durinp the desperate final charge of April 2. 1^)5, he received
a wound which incapacitated him for the time heinp, but the victory
was almost w>>n and a week later saw the capitulation of the Arniy
of Northern \irpinia and the colla|)se of the Southern L'onfi-deracy.
Returning home from the army, he began -work as a molder and
has ever since been engaged in core-making with tlie I'liiladelphia
& treading Railway Comi)any at Pottsville. The mother of the
subject of this review is a daughter of Jacob and Anna Dimnicrling,
natives of Germany, who migrated to America and became highly
respected citizens of ^'orkvillc. To Mr. and Mrs. John Drobel there
were born ten children, five of whom survive: Jacob, ICdward,
Fred J., William, now a priest of the Roman Catholic cluirch, and
in l'i>tt>vilU'.

upon

tlu-

]>criiHl

Dora, l-'red J. Drobel. to whom this review is more jiarlicidarly
devoted, was reared in Pottsville and received his education in
lie began his independent career as
St. John's parochial school,
an errand boy in a clothing store, and his efficiency is well proven
by the fact that he remained with one firm during a period of
sixteen years, twelve of which he served in the capacity of a clothing salesman. On Jan. i, \'-)0~. he entered into a jiartnersliip with
lloffman,
I'Vank J. Hoffman, and, under the firm name of Drobel
they established an up-to-date clothing and mcrciiant-tailoring
business in Pottsville. Success has crowned their efforts from the
very beginning and they are fast becoming leaders in that line of
endeavor, a distinction which they richly deserve. Mr. Drobel was
married on Oct. 21, 1903, to Margaret, daughter of William anfl
Mary (Wertensohn) Hoffman, of I'ottsville, who arc given further
mention in the sketch of their son. l-'rank J. lloffman, on another
page of this work. The subject of this review is a member of St.
John's Roman Catholic church at Pottsville, and in his political
views he gives allegiance to the Republican party.
Drutnheller, Jesse, deceased, late a prominent citizen of Pottsville, was l)iirii at .Mahanoy, Xorthunibcrland county. Pa., April
His
15, 1826. a .son of Abraham and Sarah (Seitz) Drumhcller.
father was a native of Montgomery county. Pa., but ended his days
on a farm near Sunbury, where he died in 1839. Jesse Drumheller
was the youngest of a family of six children. He was educated in
the common schools of his day, and was a life-long student, becoming very well informed in current literature. He was married
on Oct. 16, 1849, 'o Miss Amelia Catherine, daughter of William
and Catherine M. (Kerschner) Matz. a prominent and early established family in West Brunswick township in this county.
Seven
children were born to the union of Mr. and Mrs. Drumheller, the
eldest and youngest of whom died in childhood, and but three of
the family are now living, viz: Henry Harrison, George Washington and Mar\- Elizabeth. The names in order of birth were Amelia
i"<:
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C, William Carle, Charles Irwin, licnry llarrisun, George Washington, Mary Elizabeth and Daniel I'ranklin. William and Charles
are dead besides the two previously mentioned. Mary Elizabeth is
now the wife of Edward Ratigan, and lives in Pottsviile. They
have five children. Mr. Drumheller learned the tailor's trade, and
followed that business in his early manhood for some ten or twelve
He came to Pottsviile in 1845, and in. 1857 he and his
years.
brother-in-law William J. Matz engaged in the hotel business, subsequently purchasing the property at the death of the father, William Matz. This property was then known as the "White Horse
tavern," subsequently changed to "The Merchants' hotel," as at
present designated. William Matz, the father of Mrs. Drumheller,
purchased this property about the year 1848, and conducted the
"White Horse" until it was leased, as previously intimated. He
was born in West Brunswick township, Nov. 11, 1801, and died in
Pottsviile in July, 1865. He was prosperous in business, his property coming into the hands of his heirs at his death, and the son,
and son-in-law, Mr. Drumheller, came into possession of the Merchants' hotel. After Mr. Drumheller came into full ownership of
the hotel property he continued to conduct the house until 1881,
when he retired from active business and built a handsome home
on Mahantongo street, where he lived in comfort until his death, in
1901, and where his widow lives at present. Jesse Drumheller was
a quiet, unassuming man who was devoted to his family, and his
greatest enjoyment seemed to be in the retirement of his happy
domestic life, surrounded by his devoted wife and children. He
was never an office seeker but was a conscientious Republican, and
always took great interest in the supremacy of the doctrines of
that party. He held the office of jury commissioner for four years,
and served seven years as a member of the borough council. He
was reared in the religious faith of the German Lutherans, but in
later life he and his wife were members of the First Presbyterian
church. Mr. Drumheller was prominently identified with the Odd
Fellows and Masonic fraternities, and attained high rank in the
last named organization.
Reference has been made to William
Matz, the father of Mrs. Drumheller, but it is proper that this distinguished family should receive more than a passing notice. The
Matz family has been identified with this section of Pennsylvania
for a hundred and fifty years, the paternal grandfather of Mrs.
Drumheller being a native of Germany, born many years before
the organization of Schuylkill county. He was a farmer and spent
the greater part of his life in Schuylkill county. He had a familj^
of nine children whose posterity are a numerous race, worthily
representing the long ancestral line. He was sheriff of Schuylkill
county from 1855 to 1858, and a leading member of local Democracy during his active years.
He and his wife, Catherine M.
Kerschner, were the parents of eleven children, one of whom died
in infancy.
The names are as follows
George W.. Thomas H.,
\'., and
Daniel, Jemima, Amelia, Mar)- E.. Susan, Louisa,
William J. The members of this family have nearlv all passed to
:

Emma
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tlie ntluT shore, and the survivors have lonR since past the meridian
of life. William J. Mat/., the last named, served as pnithonotary
of Schuylkill county from iWxj to 1872. and was elected sherilT of
the county in 1S77. He has been |)rominent in political, social and
business ;ilT,iirs in Schuylkill county.
Duffy, Daniel, of I'utlsvillc. i'a.. in which city he has by his
own ctVurts risen to the front ranks, was born at L'row llnllow,
lie is a son of Martin and
Schuylkill county. July 25, 1S5.V
Margaret (L.icey) DulTy, both of whom were born in the lunerald
.Martin DulTy came to America in 183S and located in RutIsle.
land. \t., where he remained two years, removinp with his only
go. to Schuylkill county in 1840. They
sister. Mary, wife of John
located in St. Clair, where he follnwcd the occup.ntion of mining,
remaining ctmiucted with this industry until Dec. i(>. 187^1. when
he nut with an accident at John's colliery at St. Clair, which resulted in his death on that tlate. at the age of sixty-eight years.
He was a substantial citizen and was helil in high esteem by all
who knew him. He took an active and praiseworthy interest in all
matters i)ertaining to the ]>ublic: welfare, was especially interested
in educational affairs, served as a school director of Mast N'orwegian township for several years, and was also a school director and
tax collector in St. Clair borough. In 1843. at .St. Patrick's Roman
Catholic church of Pottsville. Martin Duffy married Margaret
Lacey. who had come to .\merica in 1840 with her parents Daniel
and Judith Lacey, two brothers and one sister. The family located
in Port Clinton. Schuylkill county, but later removed to Kast Mines,
where subsc(|uently the parents, both brothers and the sister flied.
After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. .Martin Duffy they lived in .^t.
Clair until 1846. when they removed to Crow Hollow, a mining
village situated near St. Clair, where they lived until March 27.
1868. when they again returned to St. Clair, where the husband
and father passed the remaining years of his life, his death ocHis widow survived him by
curring in 1876 as before stated.
many years, passing to her eternal reward on Oct. 7, 1902, aged
seventy-nine years. They were both buried in the cemetery at
St.
Clair.
Record concerning their children is as follows:
Mary, wife of Edward Miles, now resident of Shenandoah this
county: Julia, wife of James Sullivan of St. Clair; Kate, wife of
Michael Bierne, both of whom are deceased; Daniel, the immefliate
Bridget, wife of John Monaghan of St.
subject of this review
Clair; John J. and Martin both of St. Clair, and Maggie who is
deceased. Daniel Duffy received his elementary education in the
village school located between Mt. Hope anrl Crow Hollow, and
before attaining the age of ten began to work about the mines as
a slate picker, filling the various positions until the occupation of
miner was reached. He was appointed to a clerkship in the county
commissioners' office of Schuylkill county in June. 1881. and remained in that position until January, 1882. Subsequently he performed the same service in 1885. 1886 and 1887. In the last named
year he was elected clerk of Schuylkill county courts and filled that
I

;
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office most acceptably until 1890. In March, 1892, he was aijjjointcd
general agent for Scliuylkill county for Penn Mutual Life Insurance
Company, of Philadelphia, Pa., in which capacity he is still acting
and to whose interests he gives the same assiduous attention that
has marked all his business connections. By his own efforts and
through his indomitable courage and business acumen he has forged
to the front rank of the business men of Pottsville and Schuylkill
county and holds financial interests in a number of the progressive
industries of this section. Pie is a director in the Schuylkill Trust

of l^ottsville to which city he removed from St. Clair
igoi
is a director in the Central building association; a member of the executive committee of the Pottsville civic
society, and while a resident of St. Clair was a director and stockholder in the St. Clair shirt factory. Mr. Duffy has always taken
served as president of
a commendable interest in public affairs
the board of trade of St. Clair for a number of years was a member of the Armory hall association and the St. Clair saving fund
During his younger days he manifested his interest
association.
in the military by becoming a member of Company K, 7th regiment, Pennsylvania National Guard, enlisting as a private in 1873

Company,

on Oct.

15,

;

;

;

He is an
his discharge as first sergeant in 1878.
ranks of the Republican party, on whose ticket
he was elected clerk of the courts as previously mentioned, while
he also served in the- borough council of St. Clair. Pie has attended
several conventions of the part)' and for many years served as a
and receiving
active worker

in the

member of the executive committee and as its secretary. He is
especially active in fraternal affairs, being one of the oldest members of St. Michael's beneficial society of St. Clair, which was organized April 14, 1870. On Aug. 20, 1896, he was elected national
president of the I. C. B. U., in which capacity he is at present
acting.
The union has a membership in several states and in
Canada. He has also been connected with the organizations of
temperance societies and is a charter member of Schuylkill Council,
No. 431, Knights of Columbus, of Pottsville. Before he had reached
the age of sixteen years he became a member of the Workingmen"s
benevolent association and subsequeritly was a member of the executive committee and general secretary of the M. and L. A. A. for
the anthracite region which organization had a membership roll
of more than 50,000.
Mr. Duffy and his famih' are members of
St. Patrick's Roman Catholic church of Pottsville.
On Nov. 10,
1874, at St. Mary's Church, St. Clair, was solemnized, by Rev. Philip
McEnroe, the marriage of Mr. Duffy to Miss Letitia Howard, a
daughter of Thomas H. and Ann (Dolan) Howard, of St. Clair,
and to this union have been born nine children, three of whom are
deceased. Those living are Martin F., attorney-at-law of PottsAnnie, John, Joseph, Letitia, and Tillie. Willie died at the
age of seven and Maggie and Francis in infancy.
Dungan, Rev. George W., M. D. Religious societies of Shenandoah had their start almost simultaneously, the seven years between 1865 and 1872 witnessing the advent of nearly every church
ville;
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cstaMi.sliiMl tlurc.

first

I'rolcstanl ornani/ation, a cluircli

'llic

(.nuj^ri^atinnalists were- |)rolial)Iy the
<>f llial crccil liaving liccii

on July 22, iX'rfi. with nineteen members. Prior
to that time, however, anil as early as i8(»4. some of the more zealous
adherents jjad orjjanized a Sunday school and it was this school
which became the nucleus of the con^rei^jatinn to whidi the Rev.
Mr. HuRhes. a Welsh Calvinistic Methodist, preached the first
sermon delivered within the boroufjh limits in iiS/>4. in the spring
of 1865 this Sabbath school was reorganized ami became a union
school, its services being conducted at the old "Brown school
house," where preaching services were often held. Among the
early settlers of the borough were many of the followers of John
Wesley and in the late ^«'s these jieople laid the foundation for
the organization of a Methodist Episco|iai church. They formed
themselves into a .society and ultimately became the charter members of the Shenandoah church. The prime movers in the ince|>tion of the idea of having a church of their own were Richard and
Alice Knight, (ieorge and Dorcas Depuy, Levi J.. Emily and Annie
Hoffman. Robert and Mary Weightman, .Mfred and .\nn Callen,
John C. Ro.xby and Daniel Shap])cl. Occasional preaching services
were conducted by Revs. J. ^Iullen anrl James .-X. i)ixon. who
served as jiastors of the Mount Carmel church in tin- early days.
In i8^>7 the society purchased a lot and erected a frame building
at the corner of Oak and While streets. The building was put up
In
at a cost of $5,000 and had a seating capacity of 400 peojile.
the spring of 1868 the church became a charge of the I'hiladelphia
conference and was assigned its first regular pastor in the jierson
of Rev. fili I'ickersgill. Three years later, during the pastorate of
Rev. J. Rit Boyle, it -was necessary to enlarge the church building
in order to accommodate the increased membership, and $5,000
more was put into the structure, which was then able to seat comfortably 600 people. This building served until it was burned to
the ground on \ov. 12, 1883, and within the next two years the
modern, handsome brick structure which is now the home of the
congregation, was erected. The Sunday school of the church, as
such, was organizerl in 1868 with Levi J. Hoffman as superintendent and a corps of twenty-three teachers, and had an enrollment of 114 pupils. The ministers who have had charge of this
congregation and the dates of their service are as follows
Eli
Pickersgill, 1868-69: J. A. Cooper, 1869-70; J. T. Swindells. 187071 J. Rit Boyle. 1871-74; X. B. Durell. 1874-76; T- Pastorfield. 187679; W. P. Howell, 1879-81 W. L. McDowell. 1881-83. ""''tf whose
pastorate the church was burned Wilmar Coffuson. 1883-87, under
whose direction the new church was erected; John Stringer, 1887Pickersgill. 1888-90: William I'owick. 1891-94: John F.
88;
Meredith, 1895; Alfred Heebner, 1896-97; John T. Swindells, 189899, for a second term Oliver E. Stocking, 1900-01 and since 1902,
Rev. George W. Dungan. the present pastor. Dr. Dungan is a son
of Benjamin and Sarah Dungan. both natives of Philadelphia, and
officially lictlicatod

:
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was born

in

Monroe county.

He

received his preliminary educa-
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the pnlilic scliools and in 1H73 took u]j the
study of medicine in the JIahnemann mecUcal colle},^' of J'iiiladelphia, at which he graduated with the degree oi Doctor of MedFor five years he was successfully engaged in the
icine in 1876.
practice of the medical profession in Stroudsburg, Monroe county,
and in 1881, in response to a conviction which liad been growing
for some time that he could better serve the cause of humanity
in the ministry than in any other way, he took the examinations
and was admitted to the Philadel])hia conference of the Methodist
ministerial life began at Tannersville,
I-Iis
Episcopal church.
Monroe county, a charge which he held fo'r three years. His other
pastorates before coming to Shenandoah and the lengths of the
same were as follows Richmond, Northampton county, two years
Tremont, this county, three years Lehighton, Carbon county, five
years; I-fancock street, Philadel])hia, two 3'ears Bridesburg, PhilBangor, Northampton county, three years
adelphia, two years
and Pine Grove, this county, one year. From Pine Grove Dr.
Dungan came to the Shenandoah Methodist Episcopal church, the
membership of which at present numbers' 405, with a Sabbath
school of 500. Since his advent a fine pipe organ and a system of
steam heating have been installed at a cost of $3,500 and the exterior has been painted at a cost of $500. The parsonage of the church
is at 118 South Jardin street, and is a commodious, comfortable
dwelling. Dr. Dungan is one of seven children born to his parents.
An elder brother, Jonathan, is a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church and now has a charge at Mauch Chunk two other
brothers, Charles and Benjamin F., deceased, were proficient mechanics; two sisters are living and both are widows, Mrs. E. B.
Katz of Scranton and Mrs. Mary P. Johnstone of Philadelphia.
Dr. Dungan has been twice married, first to Miss Emma C. McDonough of Monroe count)', and to them were born two children.
Robert J. is now in business in Philadelphia. He spent a winter
in the Klondike and relates many interesting tales of his experiences there, one of them concerning a trip of a mile and a
quarter on his hands and knees to save his life after he had so
injured a leg as to be unable to walk. Tlie other child is the wife
of Rev. Fred Poole, formerly a missionary to China and now in
charge of the Chinese mission at Philadelphia. Dr. Dungan's present wife was Miss Hattie L. Koons, daughter of ex-sheriff Koons,
of Lehighton, Pa.
Early, James. This well known resident of Coaldale is a native
of Summit Hill, Carbon county, Pa., and was born Sept. 19, 1838.
He is a son of John and Catherine (Scott) Early, natives respecThey came to
tively of counties Derry and Donegal, Ireland.
America in 1834 and settled at Summit Hill, where they were married, and where the father spent his remaining years working
about the mines. He was crushed to death in a coal breaker, in
His wife died in 1874. at
1854, being then 'fifty-four years old.
the age of seventy-four years. These parents reared a family of
six children, of whom Eliza, the first born, and onlv daughter,

tional advantages in
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niarricfl Jdliii Caldwell.
The brothers were named James, William,
John, Alexander anfl (ieorRe. Mr. liarly began his business career
as a slate picker, in 1848, beiiiR then ten years old. With the exception of four years spent in Wisconsin he continued his labors,
in
various capacities, about the anthracite ci>al mines until
he cnpatjcd in the hotel business at Coaidalc. This he continued successfully for more than twenty years, and he has been a
April 22, \Hi>i, he volunresident of that place for thirty years.
teercil his services to the cause of the L'nion, and was enrolled as
He took part
a member of Company H, 3d Wisconsin infantry.
in a number of skirmishes and battles, the princi|)al of which were
the battles of Winchester and Antietam.
In the last named engagement he was wounded and permanently disabled, lie carries

the ball in his body to this day. It iienctrated his left lung, causing a most dangerous and treacherous wounil. The subject of this
sketch was married Jan. 18. 1872, when .Miss Susanna McLean, of
Summit Mill, became the partner of his joys and sorrows through
life.
She is a daughter of Daniel and Martha (Henry) McLean,
natives of county Derry, Ireland.
Her father served thirteen
months in the I'nion army, being a member of Company II, 8ist
Pennsylvania volunteer infantry.
Mr. and Mrs. Early are the
parents of two daughters, Lctitia Rosclle and Catherine .\melia.
The family adhere to the faith of the Tresbyterian church. Mr.
Early has been a lifelong Republican in his political views, and
has served as tax collector of Rahn township, of which the borough
He takes an active interest in
of Coaldale was formerly a part.
the success of his political party, and in former years was quite
aggressive as a local politician. He is prominently identified with
the Independent Order of Odd I-'cllows, both in the subordinate
lodge and the encampment.
Of the former he is a member of
Lodge No. 576, and in the latter. Fountain Encampment, No. 170.
He has passed the principal official stations in each. The subject
of this article was a hard worker during his productive years, and
is now enjoying the fruits of his early industry and economy.
He
has been retired from active business for a number of years.
Ebert, William H., a market gardener near Quakake. was born
at Cressona, tliis county. March 22, 1858. He is one of the twelve
children of Franklin and Deborah (Kless) Ebert. The names of
the children are
John, George, Frank, Cora, Amelia, Anna, Rebecca, Henrietta, Ida,
and Ellen. Ida, Ellen, Frank. Cora
and John are now deceased. William H. Ebert. the subject of this
sketch, attended the public schools of Cressona and Gilberton until
he was twelve years of age and then went to work as wMper of
engines for the Lehigh \''alley Railroad Company at Delano. After
a time he learned the trade of boilermaker, and at this vocation he
was in the emplov of the railroad corporation for twelve years.
When he left the service of the railroad company it was to enter
the grocery business for himself, and this enterprise furnished him
a livelihood for six years. He then purchased a farm of fifty-two
acres near Quakake and he has been working this place as a market
:
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garden ever since. On June^o, 1877 Mr. Ebert married Miss Mary
Jane Lindner, a daughter of Martin and Catherine (Weix) Lindner.
Mrs. Ebert's mother was born in i-'rance and her paternal grandparents, Samuel and Katherine (Jlerring) Lindner, were of (German descent. She has a half-brother, Israel Hoyer, three brothers,
Moses, Albert and John, and three sisters, Katherine, Cordelia and
Lydia, living; two other sisters, Martha and Sarah, are deceased.
To Mr. and Mrs. Ebert was born a son, Frank M., who when he
grew to manhood married Miss Martha Seddon. The family are
Mr. Ebert
all communicants of the Lutheran church of Ouakake.
is not identified closely with any political party, but generally votes
the Republican ticket, especially in national elections. Fraternally
he is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and the
Patriotic Order of the Sons of America.
Edwards, Luther B., an educator of note in Schuylkill county,
where he was formerly principal of the Shenandoah high school,
was born in Stawell, Australia, March 9, 1878. He is the eldest
of three children of Rev. Thomas R. and Margaret B. Edwards, the
others being Mts. Winifred Charles, of Wilkes Barre, and Arthur, a
student. Rev. Thomas R. Edwards was born in England and his
wife in Luzerne county. Pa. they settled in Schuylkill county in
Although the father is a regularly ordained minister of
1890.
the Methodist Episcopal church, he never engaged actively in pastoral work.
At the present time he is a mine inspector, in which
work he has been engaged since coming to this county. Professor
Edwards acquired his preliminary scholastic learning in the public
schools and then attended the Keystone state normal school at
Kutztown. When he had completed the courses offered there he
took post-graduate work in the Millersville normal institution,
where he was granted the degree of Master of Pedagogy. His
first labors in the profession were in the county schools of Carbon
county, where he remained one term. On coming to Shenandoah
he was given a subordinate position in the schools, as teacher of
the second primary grade, and after a year was given charge of a
grammar school. The three j^ears following he was assistant principal of the high school and in 1904 he was placed at the head of
the institution. The position carries with it a good salarv and the
preferment was attained wholly upon merit and honor. The curriculum includes normal-school, Latin, scientific, college-preparatory and commercial courses, elective on the part of the students.
There were five assistant teachers, inclusive of the drawing and
musical instructors. Prof. Edwards was a close student of pedagogy and devoted to his profession, in which he attained high
rank. In the fall of 1906 he resigned the principalship of the Shenandoah high school and commenced the study of law at Dickinson
college. His many friends predict for him a brilliant future in his
chosen vocation.
Egan, Carby, who is now living retired in his pleasant home,
211 East Lloyd street, Shenandoah, was for man}^ years identified
with the coal mining industrj^ of this section, being emploj-ed in
;
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at various collieries from his hoyliood days
well ailvaiiccd in years, and liaviuR become well-to-do
ihnniph his industry and careful hushandinj; of his resources. He
is held in hij^h esteem in the county which has so lon^ been his
home and is the owner of valiiahle realty in the city of Shenandoah.
Mr. M^an was horn in county Kerry, Ireland, and in that division
of the I'jnerald isle were also horn his parents, Thomas and .\hliie
In 184S the family immij;rated to .\nurica and located in
I£gan.
the city of Philadelphia, where the father died shortly afterward.
The widowed mother then removed with her six children t<i Port
Carbon, Schuylkill county, and later they took u|) their residence
at Saint L'lair, this county, where the devoted mother passed the
remainder of her life and where the family home was maintained
Such educational advantai;es as fell
for a quarter of a century.
to the lot of the subject of this sketch were those olTered in the
somewhat primitive common schools of Saint Clair, where he was
As a boy he bepan to bear his share of
reared to maturity.
His first
rcs])onsil)ility and to assist in tlie support of the family.
work was slate-|)ickinp in a colliery, and he received one and oneLater he was promoted to
half dollars a week for his services.
the dipnitied office of mule-driver at the mines, haulinp coal to the
surface, and he well recalls when the canal furnished the chief
medium for transportation and when Port Carbon was at the
terminus of the canal. After being employed about the mines for
many years, Mr. Egan became a stationary engineer, and in this
cajiacity he was employed at the Kagle colliery, operated by
William H. Johns, lie held this position about eight years and
then, in i8<')4, removed to Shenandoah, where he entered the employ of Miller, Khoades & Company, in what is now known as the
Shenandoah City colliery. He remained with this firm four years
and during the residue of his days of active labor he was employed
in various capacities about the collieries, turning his hand to whatHe invested his savings in
ever work proved most ])rofitable.
Shenandoah real estate, and the properties rapidly enhanced in
value with the substantial ui)lniilding of the town, the result being
that he attained to a jiosition of independence through this source.
At one time he owned twenty teneinent houses, but he has recently
He also owns two houses in
sold a number of these properties.
the village of St. Clair. In politics Mr. Egan is a stanch Democrat,
but he has never sought nor held jniblic office. He and his family
are communicants of the Catholic church, being members of the
Feb. 10. 1882, Mr.
parish of the Ouircli of the Annunciation.
Egan was united in marriage to Miss Marv Roach, who likewise
was born in Ireland, and of the four children of this union only
one is living. Thomas, the others having died in infancy.
Elliott, William, a retired merchant of Tower City, was born in
Durham. England, Aug. 19. 1830, and is one of two children born
to George and Isabella (Taylor) Elliott, both natives of that county,
where they passed their lives. The sister. Isabella, is deceased.
After the death of George Elliott, who was a miner by occupa-
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widow married Richard iiainljrid^c, of Yorkshire, and to
JCUen, Thomas, Richard
marriage were born four children
and George, the last named having been a soldier in the Crimean
war. William Elliott began working in the mines when he was
but seven years of age, ])eginning at Kalloe shaft, which is still
in operation, and he continued about the mines in various capacities
until 1857, in which year his stepfather was killed by an accident
in May of that year he left England on a sailing
in the mines,
vessel, and after a five weeks' voyage landed in New York city.
He came directly to Donaldson, Schuylkill county, and went to
work at the mines on Middle creek, and later he was employed at
East Franklin. He was then in the employ of the Philadelphia
«& Reading Railroad for a number of years, and while working for
lion, his

this

:

company came to Tower City, in 1875, when the town contained but a few houses and less than 100 people. About two years
after locating at Tower City he quit the mines and engaged in the
general merchandise business under the firm name of Elliott &
Son, in which line he continued until 1903, when he retired from
Mr. Elliott built the store building in 1877 and
active business.
lived in part of it until he retired, when Mrs. Matilda Elliott purchased the present residence on Grand avenue. Ever since coming
to Tower City Mr. Elliott has taken an active interesi; in the upbuilding of the town. As a Republican he was elected to the
council, where he served eight years, and for several years he was
For the past forty years he has been a
president of that body.
this

member

of Swatara Lodge, No. 267, Free and Accepted Masons,
also a member of the Royal Arch chapter of that fraternity.
Mr. Elliott has been married three times. His first wife,
to whom he was united in 1852, was Miss Jemima Little, a native
children of this marriage grew to maturity
of the Isle of Man.
Richard, now a resident of Tower City and for many years associated with his father in business, and Mary, wife of Joseph Salem,
of Tower City. The mother of these children died in i860, and in
1862 Mr. Elliott married Mary Tobias, of Donaldson. No children
were born to this vmion and after her death he married, Nov. 14,
1875, Mrs. Matilda Dietrich, widow of John Dietrich, who lived
near Valley View. She is a daughter of David and Hannah (Beck)
Boyer, the father a native of Schuylkill and the mother of Carbon
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They both died at Orwigsburg. Their children were
now Mrs. Henry Schuck Matilda Lawrence, a farmer
in Washington; George, who was a machinist in the railroad shops
and who died at Allentown William, a Southeastern railroad man
and Anna, who married P. E. Gerber, of Lehighton. ]\Irs. Elliott's
first husband was Frederick C. Jenkins, who was a native of W'ales,
and who was for some time superintendent of the Tamaqua gas
works. He died from the effects of a wound received at the battle
county. Pa.
Violetta,

;

;

;

of Cold Harbor, while serving in the L^nion army. Her children
by this marriage are Violetta Hannah, wife of Isaac Morsup Ann
B., wife of Albert E. Scheoner and Mary, wife of James Thompson.
Mr. Elliott's life is a good example to the young man just
;

;

m\

SCIIlfYLKILL

COUNTY

slariing nut to shape liis fortunes. l{rKi"»i"R as a pnor Imy, with
liuiitcd education, he lias hy industry, fruj,'alit,v and the
exercise of his judgment acquired a competency of this world's
goods, and by courtesy and square dealing he has won the contidenie aii<l rc>i>ect "f all who know him.
Enterline, Samuel Monroe, attorney and counsellor at law, was

bnly a

born

in

Leek

Kill,

Xorlhnmherland county,

I'a.,

Nov.

2^. iS.S".

lie

a rcjiresentativc of a large family born to ( ieorge and l'',li/abcth
Ann (Malich) [interline. His father was born in Lykins valley.
Pa., .April 23, i8j2, and the mother was a native of Northumberland
is

The subject of
I'a., where she was born Jan. 17, 1833.
this article attended the rural schools in the vicinity of his farm
home in Schuylkill county, and by that means and the lantlable
county,

knowledge, which inspired
the desire for private study, he was enabled to pass a teachers examination in early manhood. He was sent into the mines at the
age of sixteen, and though wearied with the daily toil, he continued his nightly studies, with no tutor except the ambition which
.\fter teaching for some time in the
later brought its reward,
country districts, recognizing the greater demaiuls upon the |)rofession and the p<issibilities for greater usefulness with more
thorough equipment, he entered the Keystone state normal school,
at Kutztown, and was graduated from that institution in 1880, at
Returning to the vicinity of his home, he
the head of his class.
organized a class for normal training at Valley View, but after
two weeks of successful work, this engagement was suddenly
terminated by the destruction of the school Iniilding by fire. Undaunted by this misfortune, he turned his attention to a new field
aniliition to rise higher in the scale of

and within two days he had another class organized at Mabel, in
Schuylkill county, though he traveled over fifty miles of the adIn the fall of 1880, Mr.
jacent country in pursuit of students.
Enterline was elected to teach a school in the township in which
he had conducted his private school during the summer, and he
received a salary of $28 per month, for a term of five months. The
following summer he reorganized his normal class, hut found that
his growing po])ularity as an instructor had overreached his capacity, and he was obliged to supply an assistant instructor to
meet the demands upon him. In the succeeding autumn Mr. Enterline w-as elected to a position as teacher in Butler township, at
a salary of $50 per month, for a term of nine months.
On completion of this enga.gemcnt he was elected by the same board as
principal of the schools at Fountain Springs, at a monthly salary
of $75. The following year his services were transferred to the
principalship of the schools at Locust Dale, under the jurisdiction
of the same school board, and there he was employed for five
years, thus completing a term of eight years in Butler township.
In 1882 Mr. Enterline registered as a law student in the office of
Hon. R. H. Koch, in Pottsville, and tluring six years of teaching
he prosecuted the study of law as leisure permitted. But in 1888
he located in Pottsville, and for one Aear devoted himself to daily
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study in the uffice uf his prccciAur. Un the ist of July, iHH<j, lie
was admitted to practice before the Schuylkill county bar. At
this time Judge Koch was serving as district attorney, and much
of the private practice of the office came to the young a,ttorn_ey,
thus was at once initiated into active practice. Mr. Enterline
was admitted to practice in the supreme court of Pennsylvania in
1892, and soon thereafter he was admitted to the superior court.
March 11, 1896, on motion of General W. W. Dudley, he was admitted to practice before the supreme court of the United States, at
Washington, D. C. He is a wise and safe counsellor, being a clear
and logical interpreter of the law. He stands very high as a

who

lawyer, and sustains an unsullied record as an honest and upright
citizen. For many years Mr. Enterline has taken an active interest
in religious work, the Young Men's Christian Association being
an object of his special care. He is a member of the board of
trustees of the Pottsville organization, and has held every office
within the gift of the membership. He has also served on the executive board of the anthracite field of the state Young Men's Christian Association, and has been secretary of the Ashland Young
Men's Christian Association since its organization, in 1903. In
the fraternal organizations he has attained the thirty-second degree
in A'lasonry, and holds active membership in the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, Patriotic Order of the Sons of America,
Junior Order of United American Mechanics, and Rajah Temple,
Ancient Arabic Order, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He served
eight or more years as a member of the church council of the
English Lutheran church, filling the offices of deacon and elder.
He also served as president of the Christian Endeavor society and
superintendent of the Sunday school. He is the president of the
Ozone Real Estate and Improvement Company, of Brooklyn, New
York president of the Pottsville Real Estate Company, of Pottsville, and of the Keystone Medical Company of Pottsville.
Mr.
Enterline is a Republican in political views, and he served as
deputy district attorney under his preceptor, Hon. R. H. Koch.
He was married Dec. 24, 1885, to Miss Millie B., daughter of Daniel
M. and Mary (Bolich) Kepler. Two sons have been born to this
union. LeRoy Earle, who was born Dec. 20, 1886, is now a student
in the junior year at Gett3fsburg college; George Stanley, who was
born Nov. 20, 1890, died March 17, 1894.
Enterline, Thomas E., the leading general merchant of Lavelle
and for sixteen years prior to Jan. i, 1907, the postmaster of that
borough, was born in Northumberland county, Pa., June 14, i860.
He is a son of George and Elizabeth (Malich) Enterline and comes
of pioneer German stock, his ancestors on both sides having been
among the earl}^ settlers of Pennsylvania. Mr. Enterline was
reared in Schuylkill county from the time he was seven 3-ears of
age, and he received his preparatory education in the common
schools of the countjr.
He completed his scholastic work with
courses in the Gratztown and New Berlin seminaries and then
taught school in Northumberland county for two terms.
His
;
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advent in tlic general nicrcliandisc bvi.sini-ss was in i8.S<), anil since
that time he has known no otiier means of livclihtxnl. About 1890
he was appointcfl postmaster of I.avelle. hut of late years the
growth of his mercantile trade has been so large as to take more
of his time and conse<iuenll\ he was compelled to give up the government work, his resignatinn taking ctTect on Jan. i. 1907. In
i8<}o Mr. Enterline was unite<l in the huly bonds of matrimony t<j
Miss I'lstclla Strawhecker, of Barry township, a daughter of Samuel
The children of this union arc six in number
Strawhecker.
Grace, Samuel I'right, Marie, Russell, .\nna and Hampton Lamar.
In jxilitics Mr. ICnterline is a Kepublican, but aside from the position of jiostmaster he has never held public office. 'The family are
I'Vaattendants of the I'nited livangelical church of Lavelle.
)rdcr of
ternally Mr. Enterline is identified with the Im))rovcd
Red Men and the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America. He is
a man of business sagacity, absolute integrity and genial, hearty
manner.
Estler, William C, the proficient superintendent of schools of
.\shlnnd, was born in Chester county, Pa., [)cc. 21, 1854, a son of
Roth parents were Pennsyl\\'illiam and Mary (Paul) Estler.
vanians bv birth, but the families are of (ierman origin,
i'rofessor Estler was reared in Eountain .Springs and acquired his preliminary education in the common schools and the Freeburg academy of Snyder county. His pedagogic training was received at the
state normal school of Millersville, Lancaster county, where he was
graduatetl in 1879. He did his first teaching while a lad of sixteen
years, in the Scliadel school of Perry townslii]). Snyder county,
where he served one term. His next work was in Butler township, this county, where he remained for a period of three
years.
When he had completed his course in the state normal school he secured a position as principal of the male
grammar school of Ashland, an office he hekl for two years
In
November, 1881, the Ashland school
and two months.
board made him principal of the high school, a position he
retained until 1888. In that year Professor Estler was elected
to his present responsible position at the head of the city
schools, and he has been six times re-elected for terms of three
years each.
He is recognized as one of the most modern and
thorough educators of the county, and his work in the Ashland
schools has demonstrated his ability to keep up the high standard
of scholarship which has made a name for the institutions.
Dn
June 3, 1880, Professor Estler married Miss Mary Strolimeier. a
daughter of William and Mar}- Elise (Reinhart) Strohmeier of
Ashland. Mrs. Estler's parents are natives of Germany, but have
been residents of Schuylkill for more than half a century and of
Ashland for forty-seven years. To Professor and Mrs. Estler have
been born four children May N.. wife of Karl F. Schoew, and
William S.. Grace P. and Irving E. The parents are both members of the Reformed church and worship at Zion church of that
denomination in Ashland. Fraternally Professor Estler is identified
<
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with Shci-idau Council, No. 1128, {^(jyal Arcanum; Locust Mountain Lodge, No. 538, Independent Order of Udd Fellows; and of
Shekinah Encampment, No. 134 of the last named order. At the
present time he is secretary of all three lodges and president of
the Mahanoy Fire Insurance Company. In politics he is a believer
in the tenets of the Republican party, but has never allowed his
name to be used in connection with any public office.
Evans, Charles W., M. D., a prominent and successful physician
and surgeon in Pottsville, is a native of Schuylkill county. He was
born at Tremont, Sept. 15, 1859, and is a son of Abram B. and
Abram B. Evans was born at
Elizabeth (McKinney) Evans.
Minersville, this county, in the year 1834. His parents died when
he was a child, and he was reared in the family of Mr. Troutman,
He soon demonstrated that he was
a merchant in Minersville.
specially adapted to the mercantile business, and at the age of
eighteen years he was made sole manager of his foster father's exHe showed marked efficiency even at this
tensive establishment.
early age and continued with Mr. Troutman until his marriage,
when he engaged in business at Tower City. He there combined
the coal business with merchandising, and later became extensively
interested in the real estate business. He invested largely in lands
in the immediate vicinity of Tower City, and as the coal interests
developed in that locality he soon found himself possessed of some
His business interests in Tower City
valuable mining lands.
Co.
were prosecuted under the firm title of Evans, Althouse
The well known East Brookside colliery is located on some of the
coal land formerly owned and developed by this firm. Abram B.
Evans was a man of exemplary character, a devout Methodist in
religious affiliations, and an uncompromising Republican in politHe married Elizabeth, daughter of Philip Mclvinney,
ical views.
and two sons and two daughters were born to them. The eldest
of these is Emma, who married Isaac Cook, an extensive stock
raiser and famer in Kansas
Sybilla J. became the wife of Dr.
Dr.
S. S. Koser, a practicing physician at Williamsport, Pa.
Charles W., of this sketch, was the third in order of birth and
Milton H., a dental surgeon in Philadelphia, completes the family
circle.
Charles W. Evans received his elementary education in the
public schools of his native town. This was supplemented by a
thorough course in the Millersville state normal school. He
prosecuted his preparatory work in medicine under the tutorship
of Dr. S. S. Koser, then a prominent physician in Tremont.
He
was graduated from the medical department of the University of
Pennsylvania in the class of 1884, after which he engaged in practice in his native town for a number of years.
He soon established
a large and lucrative business in Tremont. but owing to the more
central location and other advantages possessed by the countv-seat.
he removed to Pottsville. Here he has built up a good practice and
stands high with the medical profession as well as in the social
affairs of the town.
Dr. Evans is a member of the county and
state medical societies, and is a close student of professional litera-
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lie is ;in actue imiiil)ir of tiie .Ma-i'iiic iratiTiiity, and has
attained an exalted imsition in the councils of that order, lie was
let. S, if<<S«), to Miss Sue C. Lockill, of Middleshoro, Ky.
niarried
Evans, Clay W., the subject of this review, is a representative
Tin- anof a family antedating the Kevolution on .\nierican soil.
cestors of the American branch of the family settled in Chester
county. Pa., about the year 1770. They were of Welsh extraction
on the paternal side, and ICnglish on the maternal. Lot l-'vans, the
grandfather of Clay Webster livans. was an early settler of Saint
Clair, and was the first borough clerk of that town, elected in
l-rom that ilay to the present, the f.imily has been ])roni1850.
inently identified with j)olitical. social and business affairs in
Schuylkill county. The subject of this article was born in Saint
He is a son of Thomas Worth and liliza
Clair, Feb. 10, 1844.
(Tomlinson) Evans. His father was Iwrn in Romansville, Chester
county, I'a., Nov. 25, 1821, and the mother was a native of Northumberland county, where she was born .May 13, 1826. Like many
of the "boys" of the 6o's, Clay W. Evans laid aside his studies at
the call of his country, and shouldered his musket in defense of
the Union. lie enlisted Aug. 7, 1862, as a private in Comi)any B,
129th Pennsylvania volunteer infantry, and was assigned to duty
He reached the front just at the close
in the Army of the Potomac.
of the disastrous Peninsula campaign, and took part in the manoeuvers of the army under Pope. ])arlici|)ating in the secoml battle
of Bull Run and the marcliing and skirmishing learling u]> to that
desperate and fruitless contlict. He was in the battle of Kcarncysville, on Oct. i6, 1862, followed by the campaign against FredThis also resulted disastrously to
ericksburg, under Burnside.
the Union arms, and 13.000 men were sacrificed in a vain attempt
The battle continued from the nth to
to dislodge the enemy.
the 15th of December, the principal assault being mafle against
Marye's Heights on the 13th, when -Mr. Evans was slightly
wounded. He went on I'urnside's "mud march," Jan. 20 to 24,
1863, and participated in the Chanccllorsville campaign under General Joe Hooker.
He was discharged at the expiration of nine
months under his first enlistment, and Feb. 24. 1864. he re-enlisted,
as a member of Company G, 48th Pennsylvania infantry, with
which honored organization he participated in the battle of the
Wilderness, May 6 and 7, 1864; Spottsylvania. May 8 to 11; and
Spottsylvania Court House, May 12. In the last named engagement he was seriously wounded in the left hand and right leg, thus
being disabled for active service at the front for several weeks.
The next battle in which Mr. Evans took part was that known as
the battle of the Wcldon Railroad, Aug. 18 to 21, 1864. This was
followed by the engagement at Poplar Spring church, which commenced on Sept. 30 and continued until Oct. 2. On Dec. 4,
1864, Mr. Evans was discharged from the 48th Pennsylvania to
accept promotion to the rank of second lieutenant in the United
States army, and was assigned to duty in Company E of the 31st
United States colored troops. He was soon after promoted first
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<

BIOGRAPHICAL

141

Company G of tlic same regiment, and was discharged from the service at Hartford, Conn., Dec. 3, 1865, with the
rank of captain. 11 is command comprised a part of the besieging
force in front of Petersburg, Va., during the winter of 1864-5,
and participated in the battle of Hatcher's Run, the capture of
Petersburg, the final chase after Lee's retreating army, and the
surrender at Appomattox. Immediately after the surrender of the
Army of Northern Virginia, Captain Evans embarked with his
troops, thereafter comprising a portion of the Army of the Rio
Grande^ and went to Texas, where they did patrol duty along the
Rio Grande from Brazos de Santiago to Eagle Pass. During his
term of service Captain Evans was attached to the 5th, 9th and 24th
army corps in the Army of the Potomac and the 25th corps in the
Army of the James, in addition to his service in the extreme South,
His service covered a period of more than three
as just related.
years at the front, during which time ,he was three times wounded
but never lost a day's duty from other causes. Forty years and
more have passed since the close of the Civil war, but the record
of heroic achievement never should grow old. The youth of the
6o's gave the best years of their lives to the preservation of the
Union and the cause of human liberty. Their future life work
was, in most cases, distorted and educational opportunities were
sacrificed.
The activities of mature years were upon them, and
they mingled in the throng of business. A large proportion of the
returned veterans of the 6o's, like Captain Evans, attained their
majority while in the service, and the four most useful school years
lieutenant of

,

of their lives were sacrificed to the sterner duties of national
preservation. When these facts are considered, the severity of the
criticism heaped upon the indigent old soldier should be modified
to a feeling of pity and commiseration, for there is a tangible
reason, both for his infirmities and his apparent improvidence.
But Captain Evans was one of a large majority who took advantage of opportunities and forged to the front. Returning from
the war, he immediately engaged in mercantile pursuits in his
native town, and continued uninterruptedly for thirty years. During this time he was also prominently identified with the National
Guard of Pennsylvania, first as captain of Company K, 7th regiment, from July 21, 1873, to July 31, 1878. He was then captain
and aide-de-camp on the staff of the 3d brigade commander,
after which he was ordnance officer and inspector of rifle practice,
with the rank of major, on the staff of General Seigfried, until
August, 1883, when he resigned. Major Evans has also borne a
prominent part in political affairs in the county, and is recognized
as a leader in the councils of the Republican party. He has held
numerous offices within the gift of his party, and has twice represented his district in the state legislature, in the sessions of 1879He was steward of the county alms house in 1S9S, and from
80.
that position he retired to assume that of deputy collector of internal revenue, serving from Oct. i, 1899, until Nov. 5, 1906. when
he resigned to accept the office of sheriff of Schuylkill county. He
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The three
Joseph and iClizahctli (lliiiit) .Mlison, of Saint Clair.
children of this union are Cad. M.. (iuy M. and Kohcrt A. .Major
Hvans is prominent in the Masonic fraternity, his initial nienihership hcinj; with .Antliracilc Lodi^e, No. 285. nf which he is past
master,
lie is a memher of Mountain City Chapter. No. i</j.
Royal .\rch Masons, and Lonstaiitiiie Commandery, No. 41. Knights
Tem])iars.
He is a past grand of Mineral Loilge, No. 285, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and past coinmander of Gnnis
Post. No. 4~. (irand .Vrmy of the Republic.
Evans, Rev. David Ivor, pastor of the l-'irst Baptist church at
Shenandoali, was horn at Maesteg. (ilamorganshire, Wales, Jan.
He was
25. 1849, a son of David and Hannah (Jenkins) ICvans.
educated at Pontypool college, now a part of the Cniversity of
Cardiff, and upon com]}leting iiis course was licensed to the ministry.
For three years he was pastor of a church at Cardiff, in his
native county, but in .April, 1882, he came to America.
He first
settled at Oliphant. near Scranton, where he remained in charge
of a Baptist church for five years, at the end of which time he
removed to Lansford, where he served as pastor of a church f6r
two years. From Lansford he went to Jackson township. .*^ust|uehanna county, and in Jan., 1891, he came to Shenandoah to take
charge of his present congregation, where he is now serving his
seventeenth year.
Mr. Evans was one of the organizers of the
Shenandoah ministerial association, and was for twelve years its
president.
Before leaving his native land Mr. Evans was united
in marriage to Miss Eliza Bethia Tilley. She was an accomplished
woman and translated many of the \\'clsh hymns into the English
language.
To this union was born one daughter, who died at
Oliphant, about a year after the family came to this country. Mrs.
Evans died at Shenandoah in Jan., 1892, and on April 12, 1893,
Mr. Evans married Miss Mary Davis, who was a friend of his first
wife and who had been a co-worker in the Sunday school at Cowbridge, Wales, where he was pastor.
To this second marriage
have been born a son and daughter \'ivian Ivor, aged eleven
years, and Blodwen Mary, aged eight
Mr. Evans' parents
1907).
came to .America in 1883 and located at Nanticoke, Pa., where the
father died Feb. 9, 1892. The mother is still living, at the age of
eighty-three years. She is probably the oldest member of the Baptist denomination in the United States, having been baptized into
the church, in Wales, when she was but ten years of age. Of the
brothers and sisters of Mr. Evans. John and Mrs. .Ann Davis still
reside in Wales Daniel E. is a practicing physician at Newcastle,
Pa.; and William and .Arthur D. live in Nanticoke. where they are
identified with the mining industrj'.
Mr. Evans is a talented
speaker and has occupied every Protestant pulpit in Shenandoah.
He is a public-spirited citizen, alive to the best interests of the
community, was one of the foremost champions of the curfew
law, is an ardent temperance advocate, and is deservedly popular.
inarrii'd
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He is
as his long- service in his present charge bears testimony.
a member of the Independent Order of (Jdd Fellows, and has frequently been called upon to deliver addresses before gatherinj^s
His whole life has been marked, by energy and
of this society.
determination.
In his college days he stood at the head of his
classes and since that time his career has been distinguished by
the same characteristics that gave him preeminence among his
fellow students, in politics he is an unswerving Republican and
an active worker for the promotion of his political ()])inions. A
student of history and full of jjatriotism, he has delivered a number of addresses on Decoration day, and these addresses have always been of such a character as to instill into the minds of his
hearers the lessons of patriotism and respect for the laws and institutions of his adopted country.
Evans, Frank K., bookkeeper for the Pine Grove branch of the
Milwal Drug Company, of Philadelphia, and the Democratic nominee of his district in the fall of 1906 for election to the state legisHe is a
lature, was born in Chester county. Pa., Aug. 25, 1878.
son of Samuel and Annie (Wilkinson) Evans, both native Pennsylvanians. The father was for fifteen years supervisor of the Pine
Grove division of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad. He was
a man widely and favorably known in many circles, having been
a member of the Methodist Episcopal church and the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. His death occurred Oct. 20, 1897, and he
Elizabeth, the first born, is the
left a widow and nine children.
wife of William Davis of Lindale Horace is a machinist by trade
and a foreman in the plant of the American Iron & Steel Company
at Lebanon Flora is Mrs. John Shaffner, of Pine Grove Caleb E.
lives in Brooklyn, N. Y., and is a train dispatcher for the Rapid
Transit Company of Coney Island Charles T. is professor of chemEmily H. is at home; and
istry in the Hill school at Pottstown
the other two, Bessie R. and Annie M., are twins, the former being
the wife of J. Howard Smith, professor of mathematics at the
Mercerburg academy. The subject of this sketch is the seventh
member of the family in order of birth. After completing the
courses oflfered in the P'ine Grove schools he secured employment
in the scale office and remained there imtil the office was closed.
Then he went to Tamaqua to become assistant weighmaster at that
point for the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad and remained there
three years. Subsequently he was manager for his father-in-law-'s
timber business, continuing in that capacity until the spring of
1906, when he accepted his present responsible position, noted in
the opening lines of this sketch.
He has always been intensely
interested in the public welfare and active in politics and in the
fall of 1906 the Democrats of his district honored him with the
nomination for representative in the state legislature. In the spring
of the same year he had been made a school director. July g, 1900.
Mr. Evans was united in marriage to Miss Anna E. Schultz. a
daughter of William and Catherine Schultz of Schuylkill county.
Mrs. Schultz died in 1888, but the father is still living, being the
;

;

;
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owner of a large timher industry. Mr. and .\lr.s. ICvnn.s liave had
one child. Ivan S., who died in infancy. .Mrs. l^vans is a nienihcr
of and earnest worker in llie Mvangelical church and her luishand
is identified with the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, in
whicli

lie is

at tlic present

time secretary of the local organization,

and with the Knight> nf the (iolden liagle.
Evans, Thomas Edward, the successful superintendent of the
mills of the Kastern Steel Company at I'ottsville, was horn in
W'hitten I'ark, England, June 7, iWV). lie is a grandson of Thomas
and Ann Edwards and a son of John and llannah (Edwards)
Evans, all natives of Wales, an<l is one of the five children in his
father's family, the others being Mrs. David Dyer. George, John
and Mary. Uoth his father and his maternal grandfather were mill
superintendents, and his capability in that line is inherent. When
he was but six months old his parents came to the United States
and located at Pittsburg. Mis scholastic advantages were limited
to the three years of training received in the public schools be-

tween hjs seventh and eleventh years. It was at the latter age that
he became seized of a desire to earn his own living, and his father,
who was known throughout the mill as "Little Jack." gave him
work as "pulling-u]J boy" at the furnace. .Subsequently he became
a fire boy. and still later an extra lieljier and then for two years he
worked as a level hand with his father. When he was fourteen
years of age his father died and he was left to support his mother
and four small brothers and sisters. He left the bar mill department of the works and entered the plate mill, serving under Captain L. F. Brown as scrap shearman. At the age of seventeen he
received a promotion to the superintendency of the night turn,
and served in that capacity for a period of five years. At the end
of that time he was made assistant superintendent of the day turn,
five years.
When he left
the employ of the Moorhead-McCleave Company it was to accept
a position as superintendent of the plate mill department of the
Republic Iron
Steel Company, on Twenty-fifth street, south
side.
Sept. 11 he entered the service of the Carnegie Steel Company as night manager of the Twenty-ninth street mill. The change
was made at the earnest solicitation of Mr. Dillon and L. T. Brown,
and after a service of about three and one-half years he was made
day manager. Six months later he was made superintendent of
the Thirty-third street or upper mills of the Carnegie Company,
and he continued in the position to within three days of four years.
At that time labor troubles had arisen at the lower or Twentyninth street mills of the company and the management felt that a
change was necessary. After consultation the directors determined
to place Mr. Evans in charge and within thirty-five minutes after
his arrival at the scene of the trouble the men had returned to
work and the mills were in full operation again. During the five
years of his incumbency of the superintendent's position at the
lower mills the production of them was increased one hundred per
cent.
Feb. 6, 1906. Mr. Evans received the ofTer of a responsible

holding that position for the following

&
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position with the Eastern Steel Company at i'ott.svillc, at a more
lucrative salary, and accepted it, assuming his new duties Feb. 15.
He is the first superintendent the mills have had since their erection who has made a jjaying proposition of them. When, on Sept,
8, 1897, he left the Twenty-ninth street mills to accept the superintendcncy of the upper mills he was presented with a watch and
chain by the men formerly employed under him, the watch bearing
"Presented to Thomas E. Evans by the
the following inscription
Employes of the 29th St. Mill, Sept. 8, 1897." Again, whenhe left
Pittsburg to assume the responsibilities of his present position, his
fellow workmen gave him a magnificent diamond stud and his
employers, after his nine years of faithful and able service, made him
a gift of $S,ooo in gold certificates drawing five per cent, interest.
Dec. 25, 1889, at the old Fifth Avenue Baptist church of Pittsburg, occurred Mr. Evans' marriage to Miss Sadie J. Brown, a
daughter of John and Martha (Park) Brown. Mr. and Mrs. Brown
are natives of Ireland and they reared a family of eleven children.
Besides Mrs. Evans they are May, Samuel, Jeanette, Martha, FredMrs. Evans'
erick, Jessamine, John, George, Olivia and Roland.
:

grandparents were Hugh and Mary (Lewis) Park, both born in
Ireland, and Samuel and Ann (McKinstry) Brown, born in Scotland.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Evans are three in number,
Edna, Thomas and Elizabeth, all living at home. The family all
claim membership in the Fifth Avenue Baptist church of Pittsburg. Mr. Evans was at one time widely known in fraternal circles,
but he has resigned his membership in all but the Masonic order.
Of this he is a member of Blue Lodge, No. 45, Zerubbabel Chapter,
No. 163, and Tancred Commandery, No. 48, Ivnights Templars, all
of Pittsburg. Other organizations to which he formerly Ijelonged
are the Knights of the Mystic Chain, Knights of the Golden Eagle
and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Both he and his wife
are members of McKinley Chapter, No. 20, Order of the Eastern
Star. In politics he is a Republican, and as such was for a term
a member of the board of school directors of Pittsburg. He was a
candidate for re-election, with every prospect of success, when his
removal to Pottsville necessitated his withdrawal from the contest.
Mr. Evans is an exemplary type of the successful self-made man
well worthy of emulation.
T., superintendent at Shenandoah of the Home
Friendly Association, of Baltimore, Md., was born in Wales, Sept.
He is the only survivor of four children born to Daniel
14, i860.
and Jane (Taylor) Evans, both natives of Wales. Thomas died
in youth in his native land John died from the effects of an injury
received in a collier)^ at Shenandoah and Eliza died in childhood.
After the death> of Daniel Evans his widow married again, and
to this union were born four children
Elizabeth, Charlotte, Edward and Luther. Charlotte and Luther are deceased and the
other two live in Europe. Both parents have passed to their reward
in the life eternal.
At the age of twenty-one years William T.
Evans came to America. For about a year and a half he was em10— Vol. II
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ployed in the silk mills at i'iiiladclphia. lie then went tn Saiuly
Run, l.iizerne Cdiinty. I'a.. wlierc lu- was employed for a while in
the eollieries, and in 1885 he came to Shenandoah, whieh lily has
ever since been his home. Here for two years he was cn^jajjctl in
the mines and was then api)ointcd li>cal ai;cnt for the Home hrieiidly
Association, a life insurance society, with which he has heeii connected ever since, in various capacities, t )ct. 14, iHHi), he was made
superintendent of apencies for the anthracite coal district, and now
He is a
has eipht local agents workinfj under his jurisdiction.
mendu-r of the .^^henandoah Trihc. No. 153, Improved Order of
Red Men; Shenandoah Lodge, Xo. 591, Intlependent Order of )dd
I-'ellows. in which society Mrs. livans is a Daughter of Rehekah
and both he and his wife are members of the Methodist Kpiscopal
church.
Mr. li!vans has been twice married. July if), 1885, he
married Miss Mary, daupfhter of William F. and limma (Boulton)
Davis. Her father was a native of Wales and her mother of StafRoth ])arents are now deceased. They had
fordshire, England.
.Mrs.
a family of seven children, of whom three are deceased.
Evans ilied March 2(). i8</;. and on )ct. 31. i<>o(j, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Evans and Miss F'^mma Davis, a sister of
his first wife. The first wife was born in Wales and the ])resent
wife in Shenandoah. The latter is a graduate of the Shenandoah
high school and is a woman of rare accomplishments. To the first
marriage were born six children
William .Vrthur. who is now an
electrician, and Luther D., Lillie. I.eatrice, Mary ].. and William
Mr. Evans' business brings him in contact with
F., all in school.
a great many men in all walks of life, and few men in Schuylkill
county are more widely or favorably known. His genial disi)osition
gains to him friends and his sterling qualities bind those friends
to him for all time to come. In politics he is a Republican, but he
devotes the greater part of his time to his insurance business, feeling certain that diligence and api)lication to his occupation is more
renuiiicratixe than tlie precarious emoluments of a political career.
Farquhar, Fergus G., a well known attorney in Pottsville. is
a native of Schuylkill county, born in Pottsville, Feb. 21, 1845.
His father. George Wildman Farquhar, was born in the West
Indies, in 1802, and his mother, Amelie Farquhar, was born in
Germany, in 1804: this was one of the prominent and early established families in Pottsville. Fergus G. Fartiuhar received his elementary education in the public schools of his native town. He
then began a classical course at the I'niversity of \'irginia, but
the breaking out of the war of the Rebellion drove him from that
institution, and as he was, by his youth and phj-sical disability, unable to enlist, his mother took him to Germany, where his education was completed at P.onn and Heidelberg, the university of the
latter conferring on him, in Aug.. 1865, the degree of Doctor Juris.
He chose the law as his life profession, and sustains an exalted
standing among his colleagues at the Schuylkill county bar. He
has also been admitted to practice before the higher courts of the
(
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state and nation, and has always been recognized as a wise and
safe counsellor in matters pertaining to the law. Mr. Farquhar has
been twice married- first to Miss Fannie M. Gunniss, of Glasgow,
She was a daughter of George G. and
Scotland, May 17, 1866.
Fannie (Scott) Gunniss, of Glasgow. Mrs. Farquhar died Nov.
iMDur children were born to this union and two of them
17, 1883.

—

survived their mother. George Edwin, born in 1867, died the following year; Amelie Margaret was born in 1869; Sarah Cecelia
was born in 1870 and died in 1879; and Frederick George was born
in 1878.
The second marriage of Mr. Farquhar occurred June 15,
1887, the lady of his choice being Miss Flelen Leigh Southall,
daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth Southall, of Shenandoah, Pa.
The only child of this union is Walter Southall, born April 6,
Mr. Farquhar is an independent Democrat in his political
1888.
affiliations, though he has never had political aspirations nor taken
an active part in the discussion of local politics. He has borne his
share in the burdens of local offices. The religious home of the
family is the Protestant Episcopal church.
Fausset, Thomas B., of Wayne township, near Long Run, is
a son of John and Mary (Bassler) Fausset, who were residents
of Myerstown, Lebanon county, and was born in that place, Nov.
His paternal grandparents were William and Elizabeth
17, 1844.
His maternal
(Gantz) Fausset, both frOm Lancaster county.
grandfather was Simeon Bassler, who was a native of Lebanon
county. Thomas B. Fausset, the subject of this sketch, was educated in the public schools of Lancaster county, and at the age
of nine years he went to work for his grandfather on his farm,
remaining until 1861. He went home that year, and shortly afterward went to Washington, D. C., where he was a government attendant of the horses and mules that were corralled at Alexandria.
In 1862 he returned home and finally located in Pottsville, securing employment at the Fishbach mills, where he remained for two
years, after which he worked for a year in the Haywood mill, at
Palo Alto. He came to Wayne township for a short time, and for
two years he drove a powder team for Henry Boyer. On one
trip which he made from Pottsville to Mahanoy City, crossing
Broad mountain, he drove through a severe forest fire with a
load of powder, at the risk of his life. Later he worked for L. C.
Thompson, at Pottsville, in a hardware store, and upon leaving
this position he went with the oil firm of Bell & Sterner, at Mount
Carbon, where he was in charge for one j-ear. when the Standard
Oil Company bought the business and leased it to L. C. Thompson for a year.
Later, Bright & Co. leased the plant for a vear,
and after this lease expired the Standard Oil Company took the
property themselves.
Mr. Fausset remained in charge of the
plant under all these lessees, and he remained with the Standard
Oil Company for nearty twenty years. After the business became,
so large that more men were necessary Mr. Fausset took charge
of the warehouse, stables and oils, holding this position up to.
the time of his leaving the service. After leaving the Standard!
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tlic farm where he is now located, this
since lik/t. Dec. 3, 1870, Mr. l-ausset
married Susan, daughter of John Kremer, of Wayne township.
Mrs. l-ausset's mother was, before lier marriaj^c, a Miss i'>ret/.ius.
Mr. and Mrs. l-'ausset liave had si.\ cliiidreii. three sons and three
«lauf;hlcrs: Annie, Joiin ^deceased), Elizabeth, l-lva, Harry (de.\nnie is married to William Keichhardt,
ceased), and Thomas,
of Reading; lilizaluth to George Lloyd, of Schuylkill Haven;
Eva to Robert Berger, of I'inc Grove. Thomas is unmarried and
works at the Eastern steel works at Pottsville. Mr. Faussct has
sold his farming implements to his son-in-law, with whom he
makes his home, antl has retired from the active management of
the farm.
He is, however, interested in the keeping of bees and
I'rom twelve hives he took 7.55 jionnds of honey
raising honey.
in 1905.
In iijo<> he had eighteen colonies and took 1,007 pounds
of honey in pound boxes from them. He also supjilies hives, honey
and brood frames and other furnishings for the keeping of
apiaries and has roots supplies.
In jiolitics Mr. Fausset is a Rel)ublican, and is a school director of Wayne township at the
The family belongs to the Reformed church of
present lime.
I'Viedensburg.
Fayhey, John B., an undertaker and furniture dealer of Port
Carbon, was born in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., .Vpril 27, 1853, a son
of Peter J. and Ellen (Murray) Fayhey. His earliest educational
training was in the public schools of Chester county. Pa., and
after his parents had removed to Port Carbon he attended school
there.
At the age of twelve years he entered the office of EnAfter two
gineer H. K. Nichols, of Pottsville, as a messenger.
years of service there he went to work on the railroad and spent
the following two years in that labor. For some time he was employed as a clerk at the St. Clair coal station and then, in 1880, he
returned to Port Carbon. There he embarked in the undertaking
and furniture business and since that time has been most successfully engaged in its conduct.
His stock of goods is always
up-to-date and no one who knows Mr. I'ayhey doubts his desire
For some years now he
to give his patrons the best to be had.
has been one of the influential directors of the Port Carbon electric
light company.
He is a Democrat in his politics, but has never
held or aspired to office. In October, 1876, was solemnized the
marriage of Mr. Fayhey to Miss Margaret Mixted, daughter of
James Mixted, of Port Carbon. The union was blessed with five
children, but two of whom survive. They are Nellie and Beatrice,
the former of whom is a graduate of an acadeni}' in Montgomery.
The family are all communicants of St. Stephen's church of Port
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Carbon.
Fegley, Perry W., a member of the A. E. Brown Shoe Company,
of Orwigsburg, was born in that borough on May 8. 1855, a son
of Qiarles and Lavinia (Hoffman) Fegley.
Both were natives of
the Keystone state, and the father was a farmer all his life. His
death occurred in 1898, in his eighty-fourth year, and on Aug. 3,
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1902, his widow, at the age.^of eighty-six, passed away. The subject of this sketch was one of two children by his father's last
marriage, and the other son, Dr. H. C. Feglcy, died in 1888, at
Mr. Fegley took advantage of the educatlie age of thirty-eight.

Orwigsburg public schools, and
the courses offered there he became apSuljscquently he went into the
prenticed to the tinkers' trade.
Orwigsburg shoe factory, and in 1884 he became a partner of the
late A. E. Brown in the business, under the firm name of A. E.
Brown & Co. His work comprises the superintendency of the facOct.
tory, and the general overseeing of the output of the firm.
31, 1875, Mr. Fegley married Miss Isadora Thorn, a native of
Pennsylvania, and a daughter of Theodore and Sarah (Richards)
Thorn. To Mr. and Mrs. Fegley were born seven children. The
eldest is Dr. Theodore C. Fegley, of Tremont, whose sketch appeats in this volume. Mabel is the wife of Joseph Lamberskin, of
Somerville, N. J., and is the mother of two children, Philip and
Isadora.
Lillian is at home; Hilda is teaching in Schuylkill
Perry died at the age of eight years
and Harry and
county
Gerald are at home. The family are all members of the Lutheran
church, and Mr. Fegley is a member of the Knights of Malta, the
Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, and the Independent Order
of Mechanics.
Fegley, Theodore C, M. D., a leading physician of Schuylkill
county and a prominent resident of Tremont. was born in St.
He is the oldest son of Perry W.
Clair, this county, July 2, 1876.
Fegley, a sketch of whom appears in this volume. The doctor's
preliminary educational training was acquired in the common and
high schools of Orwigsburg, and then he entered the East Stroudsburg normal school. When he had completed the normal course
he read medicine in the office of Dr. A. H. Halberstadt, of Pottsville, for two years and then entered the medical department of
the University of Pennsylvania. In 1899 he was graduated from
that institution with the degree of Doctor of Medicine, and after
a service of fourteen months as interne in the Pottsville hospital
he removed to Tremont and started a general practice. He has
been very successful in a pecuniary way and has come to be
ranked among the leaders of his profession. He is medical examiner for all the insurance companies doing business in Tremont
and has served as a deput}^ county coroner under Drs. Bleiler and
tional opportunities offered in the

when he had completed
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Gillars.
Nov. 4, 1902, Dr. Fegley married Miss Minerva Lamberson, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Lamberson, of Tremont.
To this union has been born a daughter, ilary Elizabeth. Airs.
Fegley is a devout member of and worker in the Methodist Episcopal church of Tremont.
Her husband ranks high in ^Masonic
circles, being a member of the blue lodge of Orwigsburg. the
Tremont chapter, the Pottsville commander}^ the Philadelphia
consistory, and Rajah Temple of the Ancient Arabic Order of the
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Reading. He is also identified
with the Royal Arcanum and is examiner for the same.
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F.. diicf <lrilliT fur the riiiladiliihia & ReadIron C'oinpatiy, witli rcsicU'DCi- at I'rackvillc. I'a.,
was horn in Canii-ron, Stfiil)cn cnunty, \. ^^, Sept. iS, iS6^, hcing
a -scin of James and Catherine ^AnKluni) Pcnnessy. the former of
whom was a native of County Cork, Ireland, and the latter of
County Clare. James l-'ennessy immipraled to the Cnitetl States
in early manhood and was a resident of i'hiladelphia for seven
years prior to his removal, ahtmt 1856, to Cameron. N. Y., where
he enteretl the employ of the ICrie Kailroad, and where he met
and marrieil his life companion. In 1S87 he removed to Frackville. Schuylkill county, I'a., where he was em])loyed as a watchman hy the I'hiladelphia & Reading Coal & Iron Company until
lie was the father of a family of eleven chilhis death, in 1904.
dren, ten of whom prew to the age of maturity, viz: Mary, who
hecame the wife of Thomas C. Kenney. of Scranton. I'a.; Richard
Anna, wife of I.ucian GeiscnF., the subject of this sketch;
heimcr, of Cuba. N. V.; John, of .Adrian, X. \.: William J., of
I'Vackvillc, this state; Nellie, wife of Dominick J. Lynch, <>f Philadelphia, Pa.; Rose, wife of Boyd Schacfer, of Bloomsburg, Pa.;
Margaret, wife of William J. Richards, of Frackville. Pa.; Thomas
W., of l^niontown. Pa., and Catherine, deceased, who was the
twin of John. Richard F. Fenncssy w.is reared in Cameron, N. Y.,
but in 1873, at the age of eleven years, went to -Scranton, Pa.,

Fenncssy, Richard

ing

(,

M,il

.iiul

where he remained until 1878. He then went to Bradford. Pa.,
being employed in the (^il fields of McKean county.
In 1883
he removed to Trcmont. Schuylkill county, where he entered the
employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Coal & Iron Company, as
He remained in Tremont for four years and in 1887
a driller.
removed to Frackville. Pa., where he has since maintained his
residence and wliere he serves in the capacity of chief driller for
the Philarielphia & Reading Coal & Iron Company, having charge
of all the drilling for that company.
Mr. Fennessy is prominently
identified with the business interests of Frackville and is recognized as one of its leading and influential citizens. He is a director of the First National bank of Frackville. and for ten years
has been a director of the building and loan association.
Politically he is an active worker in the ranks of the Democratic party,
and has served on the board of health of his city for ten years.
He and his family are members of the Roman Catholic church.
In 1883 Mr. Fennessy married Emma J. Faust, a daughter of
George A. and Sarah (Spatzer) Faust, of Cpper Ranch Creek,
Schuylkill county, and to them have been born eight children, as
follows: Gertrude, Bertha, Richard, James, Laurence, Ida, Mary,
and .Anna.
Fenton, Patrick C, mine inspector for the eleventh mining flistrict of Schuylkill county, is a native of Glamorganshire, Wales,
where he was born Jan. 3, i860. He was reared and educated in
his native land, though his early opportunities for attending school
were very liinited. After coming to this country, at the age of
eighteen years, he attended night schools, as opportunities were
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presented, and thus l)ecanic proficient in the elementary studies.
He also attended night school for a time in his native country.
Mr. Fenton arrived in Shenandoah, direct from Wales, in SeptemHe at once idenlilicd himself with mining interests, an
ber, 1878.
After
occupation with which he was familiar in earlier days.
demonstrating his ability, Mr. Fenton occupied several prominent
and important positions about the mines, being a fire-boss for ten
years, assistant superintendent for two years, and mine foreman
From the last named position he was elected mine
for six years.
inspector, at the general election in 1903, and was re-elected, without opposition, in 1906. This is a very important elective office,
In
carrying with it a good salary and many responsibilities.
preparation for this, or similar positions, Mr. Fenton took the
full correspondence course in mining, and passed very creditable
examinations thereon, through the Scranton correspondence
schools.
Patrick C. Fenton is a son of James and Mary (Phillips) Fenton, the former a native of Scotland and the latter born
They spent their lives in the last named country. The
in Wales.
father died in 1871, at the age of sixty-one years, and the mother
survived him until 1904, when she died at the ripe old age of
eighty-six. All of Mr. Fenton's mature life has been spent in the
He
anthracite coal regions, and principally in Schuylkill county.
was married April 20, 1882, to Miss Elizabeth, daughter of John T.
and Mary Ann Thomas, natives of Glamorganshire, Wales, but
Five
residents of Shenandoah, Pa., at the time of this marriage.
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Fenton, the names being
May, Ivor, Edith, Caroline and John. All are still under the
parental roof.
The family are members of the Congregational
church.
Mr. Fenton is a Republican in political views, and was
elected to office as the nominee of his party.
He takes an active
interest in the supremacy of Republican principles, and is a recognized leader in local politics. Fraternally he is a member of the
Ivorites, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and the Fraternal Order of Eagles.
Mr. Fenton is a pleasant, affable gentleman, whose acquaintance it is a pleasure to make. His attractive
home and handsome offices are located on East Center street, Ma-

hanoy

City.

Fergjuson, Daniel J., has attained to distinctive prestige as one
of the able representatives of the bar of his native county, and
is established in the successful practice of his profession at Shenandoah. He was born in this thriving little city, Sept. 15. 1877,
and is the only living child of Patrick J. and Mary Agnes (O'Connor) Ferguson. His honored father is one of the prominent and
influential citizens of the county, and is individuallv mentioned
in this history, so that a recapitulation of the famih- history is
not demanded in the present connection.
The subject of this
sketch was graduated in the Shenandoah grammar school and
then continued his studies in the high school for one year, at the
expiration of which he was matriculated in Georgetown University, Washington, D. C, in which historic old institution he was

^'
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wnii ilu- dcirrec of Raclulor c.t Art-, lie- llicn
law ikparlnunt of (.olniiiliia UniviTsily, New
York city, an.l after his return to liis native town he lield tlie office
of apeiit for the A<lains lixpre^s Company for one year, after
which he was manager of the h'erpuson opera house for a similar
He then entered the office of Guy E. I-'arquhar. of I'ottsperiod.
ville. under whose prcceptorship he continued his reading of llie
law. and Oct. lo. UX>4. lie was admitted to the har of the state, hy
lie immediately opened an office in Shenanthe su]>reme court,
doah, and here he has met with unqualified success in the work
of his profession, havinp a clientage of representative character,
lie further fortified himself for the work of his chosen vocation
by study under the aide prcceptorship of Hon. John A. McCarthy.
Prior to entering college he made a trip abroad. s]»ending four
months in touring the F.uropcan continent and the f'ritish isles.
Mr. Ferguson is independent in his jiolitical views and his religious faith is that of the Catholic church, of which he is a communicant. He is affiliated with the local lodge of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks, and is one of the popular young men
of his native city.
Ferguson, Patrick J. The name which introduces this article
is prominently and indissoluhly associated with the borough of
Shenandoah, as it is also with the history of .Schuylkill county.
Mr. I-"erguson's entire life has been passed in this county. ancj for
more than forty years his home and principal business interests
prailiKitcd

iS<h"<,

tCH'k a cinirso in ;lic

—

have been In Shenandoah. He w-as born in Minersville. in the
year 1842. and in his native village the early years of his life were
passed. There he duly availed himself of the advantages of the
common schools, after which he continued his studies in the
normal school at Port Carbon and finally completed a thorough
course in the Quaker City business college, in the city of Philadelphia. Like many other men of his generation who attained to
prominence in later life, he began his independent career as a
teacher.
For three years he was employed in this laudable work
at Minersville. and his efforts in the connection met with unqualified evidences of appreciation.
But the opportunities for growth
and development in the '60s were too alhirintr to (lermit an ambitious young man to long remain a devotee of pedagogy, and thus
Mr. Ferguson accepted a lucrative position in the colliery of John
Anspach & Company, of Philadelphia, the colliery having been
located near .Xshland. He was thus engaged for about two years, at
the expiration of which, in 1864. he took up his residence in Shenandoah, which was then but a small hamlet, and he became one of
the first merchants of the village. Five years were profitably devoted to mercantile pursuits, and at the same time Mr. Ferguson
took due advantage of the investment opportunities offered in
connection with the rapid growth and development of the embryo
city.
He made judicious investments in village lots and buildings
and made improvements on his various properties, which rapidly
appreciated in value.
He early assumed a virtual protectorate

liloC.KAIMIK'AL

over his adopted village, lending his aid and inlluenee

I'y.'i

in

HU]jp(^i-t

measures and enterprises which would make for the upbuilding and ])rosperity of the town. He invested much money in
buildings which were needed, but which gave no immediate evidence of substantial profits. However, by a combination of favoring circumstances, these investments proved to be jirofitaljle.
Always a firm friend of popular education, Mr. Ferguson became
a member of the school board very soon after locating in Shenandoah, and he held tills position consecutively for many years thereafter.
At that crucial and formative period in the history of the
schools the influence of this broad-minded, intellectual citizen had
much to do with shaping their policy and defining their destiny.
The excellence of the present school system of Shenandoah is
recognized and is a matter of favorable comment in rival towns.
For the attaining of this high standard all credit and honor is
due to Mr. Ferguson and his able confreres. In 1868 Mr. Ferguson was appointed local agent of the Lehigh Valley Railroad
and he also became express agent at this point, serving the two
companies continuously for nearly forty years and having been
claim agent for the same during the latter years of his identificaHe was one of the organizers of
tion with the two companies.
the First National bank of Shenandoah and served as its president
Though still active in the business world, with
for many years.
large capitalistic interests in the town and county, his eiiforts
along individual lines have relaxed somewhat within later years.
The Hotel Ferguson and numerous business blocks and dwellinghouses in the town remain as evidences of his progressive ideas
and the efforts which he has put forth in connection with the
material upbuilding of the little city in which he has so long maintained his home. To him is accorded the unequivocal confidence
and esteem of all who know him, and a more generous and graHe is
cious personality is not to be found in Schuylkill county.
a stalwart supporter of the principles and policies of the Democratic party and he and his family are communicants of the Cathof all

olic church.
He has held various offices of public trust in the
village and count}-, and has at all times stood as a type of loyal
citizenship.
In 1874 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Ferguson to Miss Mary A. O'Connor, and her death occurred in 1889.
She is survived by one son, Daniel J., who is one of the representative younger members of the bar of Schuylkill county.
He
was graduated in Georgetown University, Washington. D. C, as
a member of the class of 1898, after which he completed the prescribed course in the law department of Columbia University,
York city. He is a young man of fine scholarship and high professional attainments, and is engaged in the active practice of law

New

Shenandoah. In 1894 the subject of this review was united in
marriage to Mary A. Dillon, and they became the parents of four
sons, of whom Harry and Dillon died in childhood.
James and
in

Thomas

are attending: the

home

schools.
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I'ottsvillc. liolds prcccdiiicc as one of tlic leadand ImildiTs of liis native county, and is a citizen
lie
wlio has ever conunandcd uniform confifience and esteem.
was horn in Cressona. this county. Sept, 4, iHl)H, and is a son of
John W. and Catlierinc Louhey) Fcrtig, botli of wlioin were
likewise born and reared in tliis county, where the respective
families were established in the pioneer days.
John VV. I-'crtig
was echicateil in the schools of this county an<i as a younR man
l-'or many 'years he was one of
he learned the carpenter's trade,
In 1S70
the successful contractors and buililers of tiie county.
he located in I'ottsvillc, where, in addition to his contracting enterprise, he was also engaged for some time in the dry goods
business and retail grocery trade. He owned and operated a good
farm, and through his well-directed efforts accumulated a comIt is wortiiy of note that he was one of tiie first men
petency.
to cut timber on Sharp mountain, for wiiicii purpose he walked
a distance of eight miles and return each day to do his work, lie
from active business, and with his devoted wife
is now retired
resides in an attractive home in Pottsville. being seventy-two
years of age (1907). The seven children who attained naturity
are all living, namely: William H., .Abraham L., Kate, John,
.Annie. Caroline, and Augusta.
Kate is the wife of F. L. I'illig,
.Vnnie is the wife of P. L. Knowlton, Carrie is the wife of (ieorge
Umholtz, and .\ugusta is the wife of Hebcr Medlar. The subject

Fertig, John, oi

ing; cniitrai'tnis

(

of this sketch attended the public schools of Pottsville until he
sixteen years of age, when he entered upon an apprenticeship
at the carpenter's and builder's trade, under the able direction
of his father. Upon attaining his majority he engaged in railroad
work, which he followed for six months, at the expiration of which
he became an emjiloye in the Tilt silk mill at Pottsville, in which
establisliiiicnt he remained two years.
He then resumed the work
of his trade and since i<^7 he has been engaged in contracting and
building, in which he has been most successful.
He has erected
many business blocks and private houses in the county, and in
1897 he built the West End engine house in Pottsville. He is one
of the progressive and public-spirited citizens of Pottsville. and
in politics is a stalwart Republican.
In 1901 he was elected a
member of the borough council of Pottsville. as a representative
of the Fourth ward, and in 1907 he was again called to this office,
for a term of three years.
He is affiliated with Miners' Lodge,
No. 20. and Franklin Encampment of the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, and for twenty years he has been a member of Company H. 8th regiment. National Guard of Pennsylvania, in which
he served four years as private, four years as corporal, and seven
years as quartermaster's sergeant in October. 1902. he was elected
first lieutenant of the company, of which office he is stili incumbent. He is a member of the West End hose company, and both
he and his wife hold membership in the English Lutheran church.
Dec. 24, 1889, Mr. Fertig was united in marriage to Miss Sally E.

was

;
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Richard, daughter of Joseph and Susan (Enhnan) Ricliarfl, of
Pottsville, and they have one child, Naomi Augusta.
Filbert, Frederick Victor, a ])r()minent young attorney of i'ine
Grove, and a clerk in the auditor-general's department of the state
government at llarrishurg, was horn at i'ine (jrove, July 17, 1871.
He is a son of Edward T. and Mary J. (Clayton) Eilhert. His
father, who was compelled to retire from active life a few years
ago, because of defective hearing, was justice of the peace for
He is now about seventy-five years of age, and
thirty-five years.
They are both members of
his wife is some ten years younger.
Their four children are Charles Edward,
the Lutheran church.
a physician in Atlantic City; Frederick V.; and the Misses CharThe subject of this sketch received a prelotte E,. and Mary J.
liminary educational training in the schools of his native town,
and in 1892 was graduated at Gettysburg college. Three years
later, in 1895, he received a diploma from the law department of
the University of Pennsylvania and was admitted to practice in
the courts of Philadelphia. In 1897 he was granted the privileges
of practice in the Schuylkill county courts, and since that time
has been continuously engaged in his professional labors in this
While his practice is in
county, at Pottsville and Pine Grove.
various lines, it is mostly confined to civil and orphans' court cases.
Besides the position of public trust which he holds at Harrisburg
he is a school director of his town and also borough solicitor.
Nov. 16, 1899, Mr. Filbert married Miss E. Luella Quail, a daughMr. Quail is at the
ter of Hon. Charles E. and Emma C. Quail.
present time the representative of his district of Schuylkill county
i\Ir. and Mrs. Filbert
in the upper house of the state legislature.
have three children' Marion Louise, Frederick Quail, and Edward
Mr. and Mrs. Filbert are members of the Lutheran
Stuart.
church, of which he is an elder, and for the past three years he
He is a young
has been superintendent of the Sunday school.
man of great promise and his many friends predict for him a
splendid future.
Fink, John H., who is a pioneer locomotive engineer on the
Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, and whose home is in Tamaqua,
was born in Berks county. Pa., Aug. 16, 1837. He is a son of
Henry and Rebecca (Hossler) Fink, both natives of the Keystone
state.
The father, who was a farmer, died in 1901, at the age of
eighty-five years the mother died in 1894 within two months of
her eighty-fifth birthday.
Of the six children living, William is
also a locomotive engineer, who makes his home in Tamaqua and
besides the subject of this sketch there are Henry, Benjamin and
'Fobias, who live in Berks county.
After completing a course in
the common schools John H. Fink clerked in a store at Auburn
for two years, and then for a period of two years managed a hotel
in Port Clinton.
In 1866 he entered the employ of the railroad
as a brakeman. After a time he went to firing on an engine, and
in 1869 was given a locomotive.
Since that time he has been at
the throttle almost continuously, having lost no time because of

—

;

;

St
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.iikI
mtv little because of sickness, lie lias tiie distinction of heinj; the oldest in point of service of all euKiiieers on
the Shaniokin division.
In Noveniher. li^t^. Mr. I"iiik married
Miss Mary ['.oyer, who was born in this county, a daughter of the
late Charles and Sarah Hoyer.
To Mr. and Mrs. I-ink futirtecn
children have been born, of whom seven are living: Lillic CathCharles
erine, married William Lauer, and resides in Tamaf|ua
Henry, who married Margaret Morgan and has three children, is
.Vnnabelle, who is the
an engineer residing at Manch L'hunk
wife of Dr. Harry (lilford, i>t liangor, I'a., is tin- mother of two
children; John, who married .Martha .Swciik, by wiiom he has two

accidents

;

;

children,

is

a conductor;

Thomas

brakeman on the

15.

is

a clerk

in

a

Tamaqua

and Miriam

store;

home.
Mr. and Mrs. Fink are devout and conscientious members of and
workers in the Reformed church. Fraternally Mr. Fink is a mcin-

Edgar

is

a

railroad;

is

at

ber of the blue lodge of the .Masonic order.
Fisher, Joseph, a contractor and builder of I'ottsville, was born
at Fountain Springs. .Schuylkill county, l-'eb. i", 1871.
Mis father,
Peter Fisher, was born in Germany, but came to .America when
a young man and located in Schuylkill county, where be married
Amelia Dinger, who was born in Ashland.
Her father. Rev.
Rudolph Dinger, was a pioneer minister of the Reformed church
in Schuylkill county and is still living at Ashland, in the ninetyninth year of bis age. I'eter Fisher was for many years a resident
l-'or thirty years of his life he was in the
of Fountain Springs,
employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, first as repair
boss and later as a watchman. He died about 1892. The cbiUlren
of Peter and Amelia Fisher were John, Ella, Joseph and Ruflolph,
the last two being twins.
Ella is now the wife of Augustus
Kehler.
Joseph Fisher was reared and educated at Fountain
Springs.
After leaving school he learned the carpenters' trade,
with Adam Waldrus, of Ashland. In 1889 he came to Pottsville,
W'here he has ever since made his home, and since 1900 he has
given his attention to contract work, in which he has been successful, because of his good taste, mechanical skill and the promptness with which be carries out his agreements.
Mr. Fisher is a
Detnocrat in bis political opinions, but he can hardly be called
an active political worker. Ife is a member of the Patriotic Order
of the Sons of .America and belongs to the Reformed church,
which represents the faith of his ancestors. In 1893 he married
Miss Sarah Kehler, of Locustdale. and they have five children:
Marguerite, Leroy, Ruth. Edna, and Earl., He lives in a nice resi-.
dence at the corner of Third and Fairmont streets and is regarded
as one of the progressive, substantial and representative citizens
of Pottsville.
Fisher, Luke, is a native of Schuylkill Haven, and was born in
He received bis education in the public schools anrl in
1864.
1881 entered the employ of G. C. Lauterbachcr, who conducted a
marble yard on Main street. He remained in Mr. Lauterbacher's
employ about five years, after which he purchased the business
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it.
In 1893 lie removed the business to
The yards and workshop are modern and
the present location.
up-to-date, and the business controlled by Mr. Fisher has grown
lie manufactures monuto be a very large and important one.
ments, head-stones, coping, etc. everything in that line usually
Mr. Fisher is a man
turned out by a first-class establishment.
highly esteemed by all who know him, and is an important factor
He takes much interest in
in both social and business circles.
educational matters and has served as secretary of the board of
school directors of the borough.
Fisher, Michael J., justice of the peace and member of the firm
of Fisher Brothers, dairymen, of Coaldale, was born in that town,
Aug. 16, 1877. His parents, James and Cecilia (Melly) Fisher,
were natives of County Donegal, Ireland. The maternal grandfather, John Melly, was one of the pioneers of Coaldale, where
he lived for many years, finally returning to Ireland, where he
died at a ripe old age. James Fisher came to America in 1869,
located at Coaldale, where he learned the shoemaker's trade, which
he followed for a number of years, frequently having as many as
In the latter part of his life
five helpers employed in his shop.
he was engaged in mining. He died in 1894, at the age of fortyThe children of James and Cecilia Fisher were
seven years.
Michael J., the
eleven in number, of whom eight survive, viz
Maggie, wife of Condy McHugh John P.
subject of this sketch
Annie, wife of AVilliam Sharp
James, a member of the firm of
Fisher Brothers Kate, wife of Michael McHugh and Cecilia and
Lizzie.
Michael J. Fisher was reared to manhood in Coaldale,
where he received his education in the public schools. Before he
was sixteen years of age he passed the requisite examination for
a teacher's certificate and for four terms he taught in the Coaldale
public schools. In 1899 ^^ formed a partnership with his brother
James and engaged in the dairy business, in which he still continues.
About the same time he was elected justice of the peace,
as a Democrat, with which part}' he has been affiliated ever since
reaching his majority, and he still retains the office, his present
term expiring in 1909. In 1906 he was the candidate of his party
for representative in the legislature from the Third district of
Schuylkill county, but was defeated by the small plurality of
eighty-eight votes.
He is a member of the Young Men's Beneficial Library association.
Air. Fisher stands well as a business
man and a citizen in the community which has been his home
from the time of his birth, as is evidenced by his election to office
and the confidence and respect shown him by those who have

and has since conducted

—

:

;

;

;

;

known him

all

his

;

life.

James C, owner and active manager of the FitzCompany, of Tamaqua, was born in Tilden township, Berks county, Pa., Jan. 7, 1859.
He is a son of John and
Bridget (Curry) Fitzpatrick, and one of eleven survivors of a
famihr of eighteen children. His parents came to the L^nited States
from Ireland, his father from County Fermanagh and his mother
Fitzpatrick,
patrick Shirt
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Tlu- father worked as a stationary iHKincer
frmii Coiinty Lavan.
The fallier died in iX~X, at
liis resilience in this country.

(liiriiiK

Tlie mother died in iS«j5, at the a^e
the age of sixty-one years.
of sixtv-six years. The suhjcct of this review received his educatwo years
'llie first
tional advantages in tlie jiuhlic sdiools.
driving
were
spent
lahors
scholastic
of
his
completion
after the
nudes along the Schuylkill canal. For a year he was clerk to
lie then learned tclcga railroad contractor, building railroads,
rajiliy and at ditTerent times and for varied periods was employe<l
hv tile Philadelphia & Reading Railroad and the Western Lnion
Subse(|ueiitly he was train disi)atchcr and
Telegraidi L'om]>any.
Mr. I-'itzstation agent at various points on the Reading railroad.
patrick's connection with his present business dales from i8y8,
Within
when the factory was in the old shoe-factory building.
the eight years in which Mr. Fitzpatrick has had charge he has
built a new factory and the business has increased about 500 per
There are 150 employes and the animal output amounts
cent.

to $100,000.
Oct. 15, i8<1.V
riage to Miss Catherine E.

Mr. I'itzpatrick was united

in

mar-

native of Tamaqua, and a
Her parents
(Galcy) .Mien.

Allen, a

daughter of George S. and Mary
To Air. and
are both living, making their home in Tamaqua.
Paul. .Mary
Mrs. I'itzpatrick have been born four children
Eugenia (who died in infancy). James C, Jr., and Mary II. The

—

I'raall communicants of the Roman Catholic church.
ternally Mr. I-'itzpatrick is identified with the llenevoleiit and Protective Order of Elks and the Knights of Columbus. He is a man
of genial, courteous manner, sound business sense and unsullied

family are

honor.
Flaherty, William F., proprietor of a livery- and undertaking
establisliiiient at i.V'S North Jardin street, Shenandoah, was born
in tl-.at borough. Aug. 21, 1881.
He is a son of Patrick and Mary
(Gallagher) Flaherty, both natives of the Emerald Isle, whence
they came to the United States in childhood, being married in
this county.
The father was employed in the mines as blasting
foreman. At his death, which occurred in May, 1894, he left, besides his widow, a family of six sons and two daughters
Marry,
Patrick. Thomas, .-\nthony, Bernard, William F., Kate and .\delia,
four of whom are married. The subject of this sketch received
a limited education in the public schcKils of Shenandoah and while
still a youth embarked in the liverv business.
That he has been
highly successful is apparent from the increase of business he has

—

had from year to year. The undertaking feature was added in
March, 1903, and he has an excellent stock of horses and vehicles,
a good hearse and all the nccessarv equipment for carrying on a
first-class, satisfactory business.

which

He

is

the

owner

of the building

housed and together with the stock the
property is valued at $10,000.
]Mr. Flaherty is unmarried and
makes his home with his mother and a brother and sister. The
family are all communicants of the Church of the Annunciation,
under the pastorate of the Rev. Father H. F. O'Reilly.
Mr.
in

his industry

is
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Flaherty's political views are not governed by any party or faction and he exercises his right of franchise as his good judgment
He is connected fraternally with the Ancient Order of
dictates.
Hibernians and with a temperance society under the domination
Early thrown on his own resources by
of the Catholic cliurch.
the death of liis father, he has by hard work, frugality and tempei-ate living secured for himself a fine start in business and is
even to-day considered one of Shenandoah's most enterprising
citizens.

Fleming, Michael J., a prominent attorney of Schuylkill county
and a substantial citizen of Tremont, was born in this county Oct.
6, i860, a son of /Vndrew and Catherine (Lawler) Fleming, both
of whom were born in Ireland, and left there with their parents
while still young. The father became a miner when he grew to
manhood and followed that vocation all his life. He was active
in politics on the Democratic side and was for many years the
incumbent of some one of the minor offices. He died in Donaldson, April 19, 1887, at the age of seventy years, and his widow
passed away May 17, 1906, at the age of seventy-five. The subject of this sketch is the sixth in order of birth of the eleven children born to his parents. Jane, the eldest, is the wife of Edward
Margaret,
Purcell, of Tremont John is a merchant in Tremont
;

;

deceased, was the wife of Philip P. Lynch, of Philadelphia; Catherine is the wife of Michael Madden, a stationary engineer living
in Centralia
James F. is an assistant mine foreman at Good
Spring, Pa. Mary is the wife of Martin Walsh, assistant foreman
in the Brookside colliery; Ellen is a school teacher, now in
Boulder, Colo. Andrew died at the age of one year Tliomas J. is
a physician of Philadelphia and Anna, the youngest, is a trained
nurse in Philadelphia.
Michael J. Fleming received his educational advantages in the common schools of this county, completing with a course at the Millersville normal school.
For
some time he was employed in and about the mines, holding different positions for varying periods of time.
From that work
he went to teaching, and for thirteen successive j-ears he was engaged in pedagogic work. For ten years of that time he was
principal of the Donaldson high school and in the last few years
devoted his spare moments to the reading of law. In June, 1896,
he entered the law offices of John F. Whalen, Esq., of Pottsville,
and there completed his legal studies, being admitted to practice
in the courts of Schuylkill county in July, 1897.
He at once
opened offices in Tremont and Pottsville, making his home in the
former place. Since that time his practice has been continualh^
on the increase and he has taken his place among the leaders of
his profession. For eight years he was a member of the board of
school directors of the borough of Tremont, and for six years was
secretary of the board.
His long service as a teacher has made
him an authority on educational matters and his advice and counsel are often sought.
Among his other business interests mav be
mentioned his connection as solicitor with the Tremont National
;

;

;

;

;
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bank, the Hancock lUiildiuK

&

COUNTY

Loan

association, anil

tlic

Mer-

^^jo, .Mr. llcniing mari>f
IrcinniU, a (laii(;htcr of liarlhol15oth .Mr. and .Mrs.
oniew and Jolianna (.^iieeliatij .Murjiliy.
I'leininj^ are devout communicants of the Roman Callnjlic church.
Mr. I'leminp is a member of tlie Knights of Columbus, the Koyal
.Arcamun, and the Ancient ( >rder oi Hibernians.
Focht, William H., who conducts a modern livery on Rome

chants' I'rotcctivc association.
ried .Miss llannal) .\. Miirpliy,

Aii),'.

i-i,

street in Tainaiiiia. was horn at Summit Hill, I'a., .\pril zj, 1870.
He is a son of Horace and Rebecca Hahknian) l-'ocht, both naThe father in the early days of the
tives of the Keystone state.
county drove the stage between Tama(|ua and .\lauch Chunk,
later between .Mlentown and liaston, and still later between .Allen(

town and Quakertown. In the early 60s he came to Tamaijua
and embarked in the livery business, in which he continued most
successfully the rest of his

life.

He was

born

in

l.ehigh county,

1833, and his death occurred in I'ebruary, 1900, about two years
Uoth parents were members of the Reafter his wife's demise.
formed church and the father was known as a man of the most
The subject of this
upright character and honorable dealings.
limma died when
sketch is the youngest of the three children.
in

si.xteen years of age and Ella is now Mrs. John H. Ichtcr, of
Tamacjua.
William H. Focht received such education as was
afforded by the public schools of Tama(|ua, and after he had completed his studies he became associated with his father in the
Upon his father's death, in icjoo, he assumed
livery business.
Altogether he has about fifteen
entire control of the business.
horses and the most up-to-date, serviceable turnouts. Jan. 9. 1896,
Mr. Focht married Miss Lavina )schman, a native of Tamaqua
and a daughter of Baltzer and Lavina )scliman. Mrs. Focht's
father was a miner, but both he and his wife arc now dccease<I.
To Mr. and Mrs. Focht have been born three daughters Emily,
Rebecca, Florence Elizabeth, and Ella. Mrs. Focht is a member
of the Lutheran church, and her husband is associated fraternally
with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
Follweiler, Charles P., a pioneer merchant of Tamaqua. was
born in Lcliit^h county. Pa., April 26. 1836, a son of Daniel and
Charles P. Follweiler had but
Magdaline (Stein) Follweiler.
limited educational advantages, the earlier part of his life being
passed on a farm. When he was sixteen years of age he started
out to seek his fortune and in 1854 he secured a position as clerk
After two years in that capacity he
in Heaton & Carter's store.
went to Jacksonville and opened a store, and the course of another
two years found him conducting a general store in .\lbany. P)erks
county. Two years later he returned to Tamaqua and embarked
This was in 1862, and since that year he has been
in business.
continuously engaged in the mercantile business. Nov. 2, 1862,
Mr. Follweiler married Miss Catherine Heinly, of Berks county, a
daughter of David and Rufena (Fussulman) Heinly. To Mr. and
Mrs. Follweiler have been born five children. The eldest. War(

(
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Western Union Telcgrapli Company's
first employment was in a telegraph
was sixteen years of age he was an
no mean ability. For two terms, 1893-1895, he was

manager

of the
His
Pa.
and by the time he
i.s

Pottsville,

office,
office,

operator of

a member of the Pennsylvania legislature, serving as a member
of the appropriation committee and several other important comHis wife was formerly Miss Susan Minkley, of Ilarrismittees.
burg, and they have one child, Florence. Ada Jane, the only other
survivor of the family, is the wife of Dr. J. J. Wreitz, of WalnutOf the other
port, and is the mother of one child, Charles B.
children Charles died at the age of sixteen, Mary J. at two years,
and an unnamed baby died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Follweiler
are members of the Presbyterian church, in which he has held
practically all the offices allotted to a layman.
Folmer, Charles Edward, of Orwigsburg, who is now an incumbent of the responsible office of county recorder, is a native of
Schuylkill county and in his career has honored the section which
thus represents the place of his nativity. The esteem and confidence in which he is held in the county is amply vouched for by
Mr. Folmer was born
his tenure of his present official position.
at Orwigsburg, this county, April 6, 1871, and in the same place
were born his parents, George and Susan (Fidler) Folmer, the
former of whom was born in 1837 and the latter in 1839. George
Folmer removed with his family to Shenandoah in 1871, and lived
there until 1893. The present county recorder is indebted to the
public schools of this county for his early edvtcational training,
and he was thereafter afforded the superior academic advantages
of Bucknell university, at Lewisburg, Pa., in which institution he
was graduated as a member of the class of 1892, and from which
he received the degree of Bachelor of Arts. Mr. Fohner is numbered among the stalwart supporters of the principles ajid policies
for which the Democratic party stands sponsor, and he has been
an active worker in its ranks in his native county. He served
from 1903 to 1906 as deputy recorder of the county and then entered upon the discharge of his duties as recorder, having been
elected to the office in November, 1905.
He is affiliated with
Pottsville Lodge, No. 207, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks, and Schuylkill Lodge, No. 138, Free and Accepted Masons.
Freeman, Charles W., son of Benjamin and Esther (Lutz) Freeman, is a native of W'ayne township, and was born May 23, 1856.
He attended the public schools until he reached the age of seventeen years, when he began to work on a farm. Later, in partnership with his father-in-law, he opened a blacksmith shop, and for
twenty years gave his attention to this work. In 1898 Mr. Freeman bought the farm where he is now located and operates it for
,

general farming.

He has
whom

been twice married, his first wife being
he married Nov. 4, 1876. To this union
five children, one son and four daughters, were born
Sallie A.,
Emma E., Ellen R., Mabel J., and Franklin B., all living. Mrs.
Freeman died in February, 1896. Nov. 13, 1899, Mr. Freeman

Rebecca

J.
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Kali- Manhcck. luo lUanr, (laiij,'litir of (iidcon
Bearer, of Kinptowii. I'a. Mrs. Freeman lia<l by licr first husband
nine children, seven of whom were Hving at tl)c time of her second marriage: they are .\hmroc F., Sadie M., Alice V., Jennie L.,
Fva R., .Annie !•".. and I'ftic 1). One child. Walter V.., has been
born to the second niarriajje. Mr. l"reenian is a number of the
Iiulependent ( )r<ler of Odd I'ellnws, of the i'atriotic ( )rder of the
In
Sons of .\merica, and of the Royal Protective association.
politics he is a Democrat, but reserves the right of voting independently when policies or circumstances indicate that to be the
better way.
He has held the office of school director and of
treasurer of Wayne lownshi]). being the present incumbent of the
The familv is connected with the Reformed church.
latter office.
Free Public Library of Shenandoah School District. This beneficent in.-iitulion is ilie ou1.l;'"wi1i oi tin. unilcil labors of a few
public-spirited and generous citizens, assisted by successive school
boards.
Jan. 15. 1880, the school board decided to establish a
public school library, under the provisions of the then existing
law. The only means of procuring books, aside from private donations, was in the ex]x-nditurc of funds arising from commence-

niarriiHl

—

entertainments whereat admission fees were colpurchase of books was made Jan. 6, 1881, and
consisted of an expenditure of .$119.19, and a donation of books
from the enterprising publishing house of A. S. Barnes & Co., of
Xew York. ec|ualling $65.23. This was the nucleus to the present
library of about 7,000 volumes.
In 1S81 the department of public
instruction decided that the funds arising from tuition pupils
could be used for library purposes, under the provisions of the
then existing laws, and these were the sources which sustained
the library, with increasing interest and growth, until the passing

ments and

lected.

oilier

The

first

of the library act of 1895. The first selection of books was made
by Superintendent G. W. Barch, John Gather and John G. Davis.
The works were mostlv of a professional character, and the use
of the library was confined for some time principally to the teachers of the public schools. The library was opened to the public,
in a room provided in the high school building, .Marcii 31, 1881.
Small additions were made from time to time until 1887, when
a considerable increase was made.
Much painstaking labor was
given to the work at this time by L. A. Freeman, superintendent
of schools: ^^'. X. Ehrhart. principal of the high school; S. W.
Yost, secretary of the school board and Daniel Ogden and John
G. Davis, who then comprised the library committee. Under this
regime the first catalogue was printed, damaged books were rebound, and all the volumes were renumbered. This labor was
given gratuitously by the committee. The patronage of the library
increased rapidly, and it was soon found that the room provided
was inadequate to the needs. In 1893 the school board decided
to set apart a suitable room in the new school building on West
street for the use of the library and a directors' meeting room.
This was made the occasion for a general revival of library in;
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and j.ioo new books were added, catalogued and plated
on the shelves in the commodious new quarters. The institution
was now in excellent condition, since it had been the aim during
recent years to bring the library within the scope of the entire
community, by the introduction of a line of miscellaneous literature suitable to the needs of all classes of readers. This "broadening" process has been constantly kept in view, and the seven thousand volumes now on the shelves were selected with special reference to the needs of both the schools and the jiuhlic. In accordance with the provisions of an act approved June 28, 1895, the
library was placed in the hands of a board of trustees, and on June
2, 1897, the school board appointed Hon. Patrick Conry, Daniel
Ogden, Monroe H. Kehler, A. ]!. Lamb, Thomas E. Manley and
M. P. Whitaker as members of the first board of library trustees.
Some of these have served continuously since, and the interest
in Shenandoah's library has never waned.
By virtue of his office,
the secretary of the school board is designated as general librarian,
and the first assistant in the high school as assistant librarian,
subject to the approval of the school board. Under the provisions
of a law governing the matter, a tax of one-half mill may be levied
on the taxable property of the school district, as assessed for
school purposes, for the support of the library. After the organization of the board of trustees, in 1897, it was decided that, in
view of the appreciation of the public and the demands upon the
'ibrary, it should be subjected to a complete reclassification, a new
and complete catalogue prepared, damaged books rebound, and
about a thousand new volumes added. To defray this proposed
expense, the school board was asked to contribute, in accordance
with the provisions of the law above cited. This was unanimously
granted by the board, and the secretary and board of trustees
were empowered to do the work. Since the establishment of the
library the school board has been uniformly generous in sustaining it, while many individuals in the community have rendered
valuable assistance Avithout recompense. The library is now a
very valuable auxiliary to the schools, a source of much pleasure
and profit to the community, and a feature of the school system
in which the people manifest a commendable pride.
The board
of library trustees for the year 1907 comprises the following
named gentlemen
President, Rev. David I. Evans
secretary,
Professor J. W. Cooper; members of the board, Hon. Patrick
Conry, Monroe H. Kehler, Rev. D. I. Evans, Frank Hanna, Thomas
E. Manley, Archibald B. Lamb, T. J. Mullahey, James F. O'Haren,
and J. W. Cooper. Thomas J- Cummings, secretary of the school
board, is, by virtue of his office, the general librarian.
Frailer, Francis S., is a leading citizen of Pottsville, and the
esteem in which he is held by his neighbors is evidenced by his
selection for the position of justice of the peace in the First ward
of the city, an office he very acceptably fills.
He was born in
Minersville, this county, Aug. 28, 1850, being a son of Daniel and
Barbara (Finkler) Freiler, both of whom were natives of Gerterests,

:

;
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came to America in 1S47 and the motlicr aliout
time, ami tliey were married in the city of I'oltsville.
The father's occiipatinn was thai of a sti>nc mason, and hi- was
the contractor lor the Mine Hill Kaihvay Company, doinj; all the
stone work, erecting bridges, etc., for that conipany between
lie continued in the cmi)loy of
Schuylkill Haven and tiordon.
that conipany until the road was leased hy the Philaikl|>hia &
Reading Company, and then entered the employ of the I'hiladelphia & Reading Coal & Iron Company, with whom he remained
lie dic<l in I'ottsuntil 1901, when he retired from active duties,
ville on July 21. 190^), at the age of eighty years, leaving a family
l-'rancis S.
I'.arbara, who, is now
of two sons and one daughter
Mrs. Joseph Mica, of Tottsvillc, and Daniel A., who resides in
Lancaster, Pa. Francis S. Freiler, who is the immediate subject
of this sketch, was rearetl in Mincrsville and received his education
in the public schools and at St. \'inccnt's college, in Latrobc, Pa.
He began his indei)cndent career as a traveling salesman, and
continued in that capacity in the employ of various firms for
about thirty years,
lie is interested in a metal-protector i)aint
works at Cincinnati, Ohio, with which he has been connected
Mr. Freiler was married F'eb. 20, 1873,
for the past eleven years.
to Carrie J., daughter of Joseph and Margaret (Nau) .\lber, and
to this union have been born six sons and two daughters, more
specific mention of whom follows: Joseph, the eldest son, is the
cashier of the South Side bank at \Vilkes I'.arre K. .Mbert is an
attorney-at-law, located in practice at Pottsvillc; I). Leo is a
mining engineer, associated with the Philadcl|)hia & Reading
Coal & Iron Company; A. Francis is a mechanical engineer at
Newark, N. J.; and V. Robert and W. George arc mercantile
clerks at Pottsville
Carrie E. and Ethel L. are the daughters.
Mr. I'rciler and family are members of St. Patrick's Roman Catholic church at Pottsville.
In jiolitics he gives allegiance to the
men and measures of the Republican party, and his worth as a
citizen has been recognized by election to positions of importance
and responsibility. He has served for seven years as a member
of the Pottsville borough council, and on Feb. 19, 1907, he was
elected without opposition to the office of justice of the peace
for a term <if five yi-ars.
Fritsch, Howard C., superintendent of the Eastern Pennsylvania Railways Company, with headquarters at Taniaf|ua, was
born in that city Sept. 11, 1875. He is the fifth in order of birth
of the seven children of L. F. and Catherine (Ilaldeman) Fritsch.
Tlie mother is of Quaker descent and is a native of Schuylkill
county, and the father, now retired, was born in Berks county
and comes of good German stock. He was formerly a wholesale
tobacco merchant and is well known throughout the county, having been a bank director, a school director and tax collector.
Both parents are devout communicants of the Trinity Reformed
church.
Besides the subject of this sketch, their children are
Emma, wife of G. O. Lutz. a merchant; Lucy A., at home; Kate
in<iiiy.

the

llic t'alhcr

same

—

;

:

;
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O., wife of J. F. Derr, ijrincipal of the

Tamaqua

H)5
schools; Ada, at

home; Charles, living in Jlarrisburg, chief clerk of the llarrisburg division of the l"hiladeli)hia & Reading Railroad (Jompany,
and during the Spanish-yVmerican war secretary to Maj.-(ien.
S. B. M. Young; and Ida, wife of Edward Ijillheimer, who is chief
clerk of the Shamokin division of the i'hiladclphia «&: Reading
The subject of this sketch attended
road, in the Tamaqua office.
the public schools of his native city and after graduating frum
P"or
the high school he learned telegraphy and bookkeeping.
a number of years he was employed in the capacity of bookkeeper
by the Lehigh Coal & Navigation Company, and then for two
years was assistant superintendent of the Tamaqua & Lansford
Street Railway Company. When that company was merged with
the Eastern Pennsylvania Railways Company, on July i, 1906,
Mr. Fritsch came to his present position and has been holding
it ever since, to the entire satisfaction of the company and the
patrons of the road. April 5, 1905, was solemnized Mr. Fritsch's

marriage to Miss Mabel Buckman, who was born in Bucks county,
and Henrietta (Anderson) Buckman. Mr.
and Mrs. Buckman now make their home in Trenton, N. J., Mr.
Buckman having retired from active business life. Mr. and Mrs.
They are members of
Fritsch have one child, Howard C, Jr.
the Presbyterian church and Mr. Fritsch is prominent in Masonic
circles.
He is identified with the Blue Lodge, No. 238, of Tamaqua; the Tamaqua Chapter, No. 177, Royal Arch Masons; and
the Ivanhoe Commandery, No. 31.
Fulmar, William E., a retired carpenter, contractor and builder
of Tremont, was born in Chester county on May 28, 1840. He is a
son of John and Hannah (Emory) Fulmer, and on both sides
comes of excellent pioneer stock. His paternal grandfather, John
Fulmer, was a soldier in the Continental army during the war of
the Revolution, and participated in the principal battles of that
conflict.
A maternal ancestor, George Chrisman, also saw service
with Washington. John Fulmer, father of William E., was a
farmer all his active life. He was a member of the Quaker faith
and his wife was a devout believer in the principles of Martin
Luther. I-Iis death occurred in 1880 after he had passed the fourscore milestone, and his wife died five years later. Of their eight
children four survive, a daughter and three sons. Two sons still
reside in Chester county, and the daughter is the wife of Abram
Huntsberger, a miller living near Alexandria, Va. William E.
Fulmer attended the public schools of his native county and when
he had completed his scholastic work he learned the millers'
a daughter of Charles

in his brother-in-law's establishment.
For five years it
furnished him a livelihood in his home county and then he came
to Tremont and, in partnership with Henry Hare, assumed the
operation of the mill. His advent in Tremont dates from IMarch
10, 1862, and he remained in the mill business but a year. Through
Mr. Hare, who was a coal operator, he worked into the business
of building coal breakers.
Subsequently he began contracting in

trade,
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connection with
tliat

work

until

liis

his

and building and continued in
from active business life, in
battles of Antietam
and South

car]K-ntcring

retirement

At tlu" lime of the
,\iountain, in iS<i2, and of ( iettysburp. in iSo_^, Mr. l-uiiner belonged to the Home ( iuard winch was held in reserve at both of
lie has always been intensely interested in the
these condicts.
public welfare and has been the recipient of many honors in official life.
He has held all the borough offices and for thirteen
successive years was a school director and a member of the borough council. The marriage of Mr. I-'ulmer and Miss Harriet
u>o4.

Christman was scdenmized

Mrs. l-ulmer died in 1896,
in i8(\V
D. I'linton, the eldest, was a contraclur and
builder, and lost his life in the Camden
.\. J.) shipyard, in his
lieorge W. is a druggist in Tower City, I'a.
thirty-eighth year,
William is a contractor and builder and assumed the management
He is married
of the fathers business when the latter retired.
and has five cbiklren (leorge. Bonnie. J»iel, William and Mary.
Ralph is a druggist at Tremont. and Mary is Mrs. J. J. Quigley, of
the same place. The two last named are twins. The family are
.Mtliough well adall communicants of the Lutheran church.
vanced in years Mr. Fulmer is well preserved in mind and body
and is one of the most respected citizens of the community.
Gable, Augustus Daniel, outside foreman of the West Shenandoah Collieries, was born .\'ov. 14, 1849, in Darmstadt, (iermany.
his parents, Louis and Christina (iablc. both being natives of that
place.
In 1854 the family came to .\nierica and located at I'ottsThe mother died at
ville, where the father engaged in mining.
leaving live cliildren.

(

—

Pottsville in 1894, and the father at Shenandoah in 1905. They
had three sons and five daughters. Augustus D. and Philip are
engaged in mining: Louis is a carpenter in Philadelphia; the
daughters are .Mrs. Soell. of Pottsville; Mrs. Schwcinbold, of
Orwigsburg; Mrs. Hoehn, of Pottsville; Mrs. Dower, of .Shenandoah, and Mrs. Schultz. of Philadelphia. .Augustus D. (iable was
educated in the Pottsville indilic schools and began at the bottom
of the ladder in the mining industrj-.
He learned the carpenters'
trade in Pottsville and followed that occupation until 1873. when
he came to Shenandoah, and on April 9 of that year entered upon
the duties of bis present position as outside foreman and superintendent of the Kohinoor. Turkey Run and West .'^henandoah
collieries, all using the same breaker.
The mines are owned by
the Philadelphia & Reading Coal & Iron Company, employ from
500 to 600 men, and have an average monthly output of 60.000
tons.
In his work about the mines Mr. Gable has met with a
number of accidents, but has escaped without serious injury. He
is the inventor of a mine and elevator catch, patented in 1906,
which is calculated to prevent accidents, or at least reduce the
possibilities of such accidents to a minimum.
The appliance has
been tried in several states and even in the mines of Africa, and
its practicul usefulness has been fully demonstrated, though it
has not yet come into general use. In his political affiliations Mr.
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Gable

an active Repuljlican and

is

lias

been a

member

of the bor-

was one of the prime UKJvers in
the establishment of the Shenandoah waterworks, being generally
recognized as the father of the movement. He is a member of
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in which he has passed
through the chairs both in the lodge and encampment. He also
ough council

for nine years,

lie

belongs to the Knights of the Golden Eagle and the Royal Arcanum. In 1873 Mr." Gable and Miss Josephine Staley were united
in marriage. 'She died on Christmas day, 1875, leaving a son and
In
daughter, Adani Cleveland and Eva Victoria, both living.
1876 he married Mrs. Elizabeth Griffiths, and to this union has
been born one daughter, Christina, now nine years of age. Mrs.
Gable had two children by a former marriage, Esther and William.
The daughter is married and the son lives with the family. Mr.
Gable is a member of the St. John's Lutheran church, and his
wife belongs to the First Baptist church of Shenandoah.
Gallagher, Condy C, M. D., D. D. S., of Coaldale, is one of the
able representatives of both the medical and dental professions in
Schuylkill county, and his practice is extensive and lucrative. He
was born in the village of Dunglow, County Donegal, Ireland,
Nov. 6, 1863, a son of Peter and Mary (Campbell) Gallagher, the
former 'of stanch old Irish stock and the latter of Scotch-Irish
lineage. The parents of the doctor came to America in 1866 and
took up their residence in Coaldale, Schuylkill county, though the
father had visited the United States as early as 1853, in which year
he located in California, where the gold excitement was then at
height.
He became a naturalized citizen of the United States
prior to his return to Ireland. Upon coming to America the second time he engaged in contracting and building at Coaldale, where
he continued to reside during the remainder of his life. He died
on Aug. 6, 1883, at the age of fifty-three years, and his wife passed
away in 1904, aged sixty-four years. Both were devoted communicants of the Catholic church and were persons of superior intellectuality and scerling attributes of character. They became the
parents of ten children, viz: John J., a priest of the Catholic
church Condy C, the immediate subject of this sketch E. P.,
Joseph J., a member
a prominent attorney of Philadelphia, Pa.
of the priesthood of the Catholic church, and now president of
Columbia university at Portland, Ore. Patrick F., a talented
sculptor; Grace, who resides in Philadelphia; Annie, a Sister of
Mercy in the Catholic church Alice, also a member of a Catholic
sisterhood and engaged in teaching in parochial schools; Margaret,
who is in her final year of a classic course at the Universit}' of Notre
Dame, and Bridget, a sister of the Carmelite sisterhood in
Boston.
Dr. Condy C. Gallagher was three years of age at the
time of the family removal from the Emerald Isle to America,
and he secured his early educational discipline in the public
schools of Coaldale. In 1896 he was matriculated in the MedicoChirurgical college of Philadelphia, in which celebrated institution
he was a student for three years, completing his dental course.
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after wliicli tiinc

In-

tnnk

uj)
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his nuMlioal studies in tlir (<>lninl)ia

and Surgeons, in order to better qiialilv himself l)v a more varied experience, and prathiated as a menil)cr of
the class of H)Oi. fjradnatinp in thirty-six scientific branches and
receivinj; not <>idy bis two decrees, but also the first honors of his
Immediately after his ^radnation Dr. (Jalla>,'luT located in
class.
his home town of'Coaldale, where he has since been engaged in
He has gained jjrestipe as one of
active and successful practice.
the leading physicians and surgeons of the coifnty; enjoys unqualified popularity in the community, and had the distinction
of being chosen the first chief burgess of the borough of Coaldale
after its incori)oratii)n, in !<//>, which jiosition was securerl by
him alter a legal battle of two years. His political proclivities
are shown in the stanch support he gives to the Democratic party,
and he and his wife are members of St. .Mary's Catholic church
On June 29, 1892. Mr. Ciallagher was united in
in Coaldale.
marriage to Miss Alice A. Ryan, daughter of Michael and Mary
(Coleman) Ryan, and the surviving children of this union arc:
raid, Loretta. Jose]ih, Alice, and Annie.
Garrahan, Joseph H., attorney and counsellor at law. is a native
of .Schuylkill ciuiuy. born at Kclayrcs. May 3. 1874. He is a son
.'^taplcton) (iarralian. both natives of Pennof Hugh and .Marv
sylvania, the father being' born at .\es(|uehoning, and the mother
in Carbon county. After marriage the parents took up their residence at Honey I'rook, now known as Kelayres, and later at
LollcKi"

i>f

I'liysician

(

McAdoo.

The

father served three years as a

member

of

Com-

pany K. 96th Pennsylvania volunteer infantry, during the Civil
war. He enlisted on Oct. 3. 1861. and was dischargetl by reason
Both parents
of expiration of term of enlistment, Oct. 3, 1864.
are dead. They had a family of six sons and two daughters, the
eldest of whom is Joseph H., the subject of this sketch Thomas
F. is a lawyer in Pittsburg: James D. is employcfl in the banking
York city: Hugh, Edward and Daniel are telebusiness in
graph operators, employed on the Lehigh Valley railroad, and
Mr. Garrahan began
^largaret and Ellen reside in Easton, Pa.
his life career in a manner similar to that of nearly all the boys
of the coal region, as a slate-picker at breaker Xo. 5, at Honey
Brook colliery, continuing about the mines in various capacities
from the age of nine until fourteen. He then attended school for
a time, and took up the study of telegraphy. .At the age of eighteen
he was a telegraph operator in the employ of the Lehigh V'alley
Railroad Company, and continued in this service for ten years.
He studied law under the tutorship of James J. Moran, of Pottsville, and was admitted to the bar on July 28, 1902.
Since his
admission he has been engaged in general practice at Mahanoy
Mr. Garrahan was married on Oct. 24. 1906, to Miss Xellie
City.
O'Donnell, of Hazleton, a daughter of James R. and Mary CBlack)
Mr. and Mrs. Garrahan are communicants in the
O'Donnell.
Roman Catholic church. Mr. Garrahan is a Democrat in political
;

New
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and a nicnilfcr of the Kni.LjlUs of Columbus of

iG'J

Mahanoy

City.

Geary, Joseph W., a civil engineer by vocation and county surveyor of Schuylkill county, was born in i'hiladelphia, Pa., Dec. i,
1866, a son of Joseph W. and Elizabeth (Kings worth) Geary.
The father was a native of Bristol, England, who came to this
country in 1852, and was a civil engineer, well educated in his
profession. At different times he was a resident of Philadelphia,
Pittsburg, and Ptottsville, Pa., and Cumberland, Md., where his
lie was engaged in the condeath occurred on April 25, 1899.
struction of the Lebanon Valley railroad and became a permanent
During the Civil war he was a
resident of Pottsville in 1856.
member of the Union army, as a private in the 26th Pennsylvania
infantry, and later as an aide-de-camp on the stafif of Gen. John C.
Fremont. Toward the close of the war he was assigned to the
paymaster's department of the United States navy, in the North
Atlantic squadron, and on Aug. 3, 1865, was mustered out of the
The father was twice married, his first union having
service.
occurred in 1855 to Miss Mary Bishop, of Berks county, Pa. The
two sons who blessed this union, John P. and Plarry K., both died
The second wife was Elizabeth Kingsworth,
in young manhood.
born in Philadelphia in 1838. The children of the second union
are four in number, of whom the subject of this sketch is the

Another son, Frank L., is a printer by vocation at Cumeldest.
berland, Md., where the mother and the two daughters, Mary and
Cecelia Elizabeth, now reside. Joseph W. Geary received all the
educational advantages afforded by the public schools of PottsHe continued
ville and learned his profession from his father.
to work for his father eight years and in 1892 was elected to the
office of county surveyor, being the candidate of the Republican
party for that position. He served five years in the capacity, and
He is also enin 1904 was again elected to fill the same office.
gineer for the boroughs of Shenandoah, Port Carbon, Middleport
and Palo Alto. On July 12, 1891, Mr. Geary married Miss Annie
B. P'latch, a daughter of Nicholas and Barbara Platch, both born
Mr. Platch achieved success in the mining business,
in Germany.
and both he and his wife spent their last days in Ashland, leaving
three children. Jacob, the only son, is a miner at Ashland, and
Lena is the wife of Charles Preiser of that place. To Mr. and
Mrs. Geary have been born two children, Joseph W., Jr., aged
thirteen, and Margaret D., five years old. The family are all communicants of the Lutheran church.
Fraternally i\Ir. Gear}^ is
identified with the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America and
the Junior Order of American Mechanics. He is a skilled workman in his line and a trusted public servant.
Geist, Henry W., manufacturer of wagons, at Valley A'iew, is
a native of Schuylkill county, having been born in Hegins township, March 27, 1877.
His father, Josiah Geist, was born in
Northumberland county. Pa., and his mother, whose maiden name
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was burn in llcfjins tnwiiship. In early life
Gfist learned the trade of miller and followed that occuHe now lives at Sliamnkin, i'a., where
pation for many years.
he is a dealer in i)iani)s, organs, sewing machines, etc. Henry W.
l.ej^ins township, where he received
(.ieist j^rew to manhiMul in
I'pon leaving school he started in
a comnmn school education.
to learn the wagon-makers' trade with I'aul Wolfgang, of \alley
View. After serving five years and learning the details of all
parts of wagon construction he, in 1902, built and opened his
Me manufactures
l)resent factory, where he has since continued.
all kinds of farm and spring wagons, and does a general repair
Honest material, honest workmanship and reasonable
business.
prices are his stock in trade, and it is ujion this basis that he has
.Starting in life as a poor boy he has sucbuilt uji his patronage.
ceeded by his industry, close attention to business, and square
In September, 1900, .Mr. deist was
dealing with his customers.
united in marriage to Miss Sadie Haas, of Northumberland
Mr.
county. Pa., and they have two children, .Arthur and Anna.
Geist is a member of the I'nited I'.rethren church and takes an
interest in promoting its goofl works.
Gerber, Elmer, foundry and machine shop foreman, and one of
the stockholders in the Eagle Iron Works of Tamaqua, was born
in Schuylkill county on ^Iay 17, 1873, a son of Mahlon A. and
Amelia (Dry) Gerber. A sketch of the father ajjpcars elsewhere
in this volume. .After acquiring the educational advantages offered
in the common schools of his native county, I'llmer Gerber served
an ai)prenticeship in tlie machinists' trade, and when lie had become a master of it worked at it for five years. Then for a period
of seven years he was employed at the Greenwood colliery as outside foreman.
At the end of that time he was made foreman of
the Eagle Iron Works, of which his father, with other men, had
gained control.
It is in a large measure due to his ability in
handling the 35 <ir 40 men under him, his business sagacity and his
familiarity with the details of the business that the establishment
has been put upon its feet again. He has n<iw (1907) been in his
present position for three years.
On Oct. 14, 1902, Mr. Gerber
was united in marriage to Miss Hermina Riebe. a native of Carbon
county, and a daughter of Herman anrl Barbara Riebe, residents
of Lansford. Carbon county. To this union has been born a son,
Mahlon Riebe Gerber. Mr. Gerber is identified with the Reformed
church, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and the Berrevolent and IVotective Order of Elks, and is a past e.xalted ruler of
the latter.
Gerber, Mahlon A., superintendent of Beddell Bros.' colliery.
No. 13, of the Furnace Coal Company at Gilberton, and manager of the Eagle Iron Works and machine shop, was born on
His parents were John and
Jan. 15. 1846. at McKeansburg. Pa.
Louise (Buck) (jcrber. both natives of Schuylkill county, where
the father followed agricultural pursuits all his life. The mother's
demise occurred in December, 1894, in her seventy-sixth year, and
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age of eighty-four.

Both parents were devout members of the German Reformed
church, and did much in tlieir lifetime to promote and encourage
The paternal grandfather, John
the growth of that institution.
Gerber, was also a native of this county and a farmer of affluence.
The maternal grandfather was Andrew Buck, and Mrs. Gerber
a child of his third marriage. The subject of this sketch is the
eldest of thirteen children, all of whom were living on Jan. i,
After receiving what educational advantages the schools
1905.
of his native county afforded, in March, 1864, he enlisted in a
Pennsylvania infantry regiment of the Army of the Potomac, lie

was

detailed for guard duty with his regiment and while serving
The ravages
capacity was stricken with typhoid fever.
of the disease put an end to his military career, and in August,
When
1865, he received an honorable discharge from the service.
sufficiently recovered he returned to the coal region and became
employed as a driver of a timber team for a colliery, leaving that
labor to assume a position on a boat hauling coal from Schuylkill
Haven. Subsequently he worked for the Philadelphia & Reading
railroad as repair man and brakeman, and then learned the trade
He quit the latter occupation to embark in the
of boat-builder.
breaker-building business, and after a number of years became outside foreman for the Lehigh Coal Company. Some years ago Mr.
Gerber leased a dirt bank of P. W. Shafer and put into operation
the first washer of any dimension in the anthracite region. From
this bank he has shipped more than 100,000 tons a year ever since.
About 1890 he got possession of an old colliery shipping about six
tons a day, and by careful management and skillful development
made it a paying venture, some 30,000 tons being shipped the first
year.
From year to year the output increased until it reached
60,000 tons a year. Then Mr. Gerber formed a partnership with
the Beddell Bros, and erected a new breaker, which brought the
shipments up to 100,000 tons annually. With S. A. Beddell and
D. B. Klein Mr. Gerber obtained the controlling interest in the
Eagle Iron Works, at the time in a defunct state. In 1905 the
firm did $30,000 worth of business, and now employs about 40
men. In 1877 Mr. Gerber was united in marriage to Miss Amelia
Dry, a native of this county, and a daughter of Paul and Hannah
Dry, both deceased. To this union have been born five children.
Elizabeth, the eldest, is the wife of James Kalbach, and the mother
of two sons, Paul and Ray Bertha is Mrs. Jesse Long and has two
children, Wilbur and Maud a sketch of Elmer, the only surviving
son, appears elsewhere in this volume Annie is Mrs. Aaron Burninger, and Charles died at the age of two years. Mrs. Gerber is
a member of the Methodist Episcopal church and her husband of
the German Reformed church. He is also identified with the Free
and Accepted Masons, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He is known as a
man of fine business capacity, keen intellect and upright char-
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Gerhard, Prof. Frederic, in^truct<>^ in music, Icadir of tlic Third
liaiid aii"l
li'ilianl's Symplioiiy orchestra, was hum at
llumimlstowii, Dauphin county, I'a., Jan. 17. i8'J4, a son of Charles
The father was a native of Alsaceand Jane (lUckcl) Gerhard.
Lorraine wlien it was under Frencii dominion and after coming to
this country was a soldier in the I'nion army durinp the Civil war.
The paternal grandfather, l-'rederic (ierhard. was a soldier under
Tlic mother, who
Xaimleon in the ill-fated Moscow campaipn.
died in I'hiladelphia on May 30. 1903, was a direct descendant of
Simon Sallada and Marparct Evcrhart, who hecame famous in
the early hi.story of Schuylkill county. The family consisted of
two sons and three dauphters, of whom the professor is the eldest.
Annie is now Mrs. Adelhcrt S. Jordan, of I'liiladelphia Julia M. is
unmarried and with Margaret and Edward C. lives in I'hiladelphia.
The professor's early life was spent in Ashland, Ringtown and
Slienandoah and he acf|uired his limited education in the schools
of these boroughs. While still a young hoy he started to earn his
own living as a slate picker in the Shenandoah mines and subsequently went to work as a core maker in a foundry. When he
came to Pottsvillc in his nineteenth year it was to enter the employ
I'.rijj.iik-

i

;

of the Philadelphia &
foundry.
I'efore this

Rending

(.'oal and Iron Comiiany in their
he had shown an aptituflc for and an
ability in music which hatl surprised even the most critical, and
after his arrival in Pottsville he began the systematic study which
For the period of time that
is required of every good musician.
he was engaged in foundry work he spent his evenings playing in
the theater orchestras.
In 1889 he went to New York city and
spent a year there as a student under Dr. Eugene Thayer and
Gustav Dannreutbcr, ])ursuing a course in theory and com])osition
under the former and taking violin lessons from the latter. I'pon
his return to Pottsville in iSgo he was elected leader of the Third
Brigade band, of wdiich he had been a member for some eight
years previous to his going to \ew York. This organization was
brought together first on Oct. 19. 1879, being constituted entirely
of residents of Pottsville.
It attended many state and national
functions, among them the inaugurations of presidents and governors, the Dewey jubilee, and the state encampments of the
National Guard. An act of the legislature passed in 1903 did away
with the brigade band as a military organization, but it has been
continued for other purposes since that time. Prof. Gerhard has
organized an orchestra called Gerhard's Svmphonv orchestra and
a string quartette which fulfills concert engagements during the
season.
He has large classes in violin and piano instruction
and has deservedly won for himself a fine reputation by his success in this line.
On Oct. 30. 1888, ^fr. Gerhard married Miss
Minnie G. Brown, daughter of the late Charles Brown, a merchant
of Pottsville.
The Brown family was one of the first to locate
in Pottsville and is now well established there.
To Mr. and Mrs.
Gerhard have been horn two children, Grace Jane and Charles
\\'illiam.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Gerhard are members of the Eng-
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Lutheran church, with which Mr. (jcrliard has been associated
ever since he was sixteen yeaVs of age. Fraternally he is affiliated
with Pulaski Lodge, No. 216, Free and Accepted Masons, Mountain City Cha])ter, No. 196, Royal Arch Masons, and Constantine
lish

Comniandery, No.

41,

Knights Templars.

Goas, Charles H., a harness-maker by vocation and a justice of
the peace of Schuylkill Flaven, was born in that liurough on Feb.
Both
28, 1861, a son of John C. and Christiana (.Stcgmicr) Goas.
parents were born in Germany, but in different provinces. The
other four children of the family are John M., Thomas F., Mary
Charles H. Goas attended the public schools of
C. and Harry A.
Schuylkill Flaven and at the age of twelve years began earning
his own living by driving a team for E. Emery. After a few years
he started in to learn the harness-makers' trade and in January,
By his energy and
1890, embarked in this business for himself.
perseverance, combined with exceptional skill as a workman in
his trade, he has made a financial success of the business and his
patronage is well established. In politics Mr. Goas is a firm believer in the principles of Jeffersonian Democracy and has been
For
the successful candidate of his party for numerous offices.
some time he was borough councilman and in February, 1894, was
Probably no better
first elected justice of the peace in his ward.
evidence of his popularity can be found than the fact that he has
been continuously reelected to the office at each successive election
in a ward which is overwhelmingly Republican in its votes on
other candidates. In a fraternal way he is well known over the
county, being a member of the Schuylkill Haven Lodge, No. 270,
Free and Accepted Masons, and of the Mountain City Chapter,
No. 196, Royal Arch Masons, of Pottsville. Mr. Goas' wife was
formerly Miss Kate A. Mengle, daughter of Michael ]\Iengle. and
his marriage to her occurred in October, 1893.
The children of
this union are five in number
Marion N., Charles M., John L. C,
Christina S. and Catherine K. The family attend the Evangelical
church of Schuylkill Haven.
Godrycz, Rev. John, Ph.D., LL.D., D.D., a man of exceptional
intellect and broad culture, rector of St. Casimir's Polish Catholic
church in Shenendoah, was born in Russian Poland in 1876. His
educational training was acquired in his native land and in Rome,
three years being devoted to the study of medicine.
After the
death of his parents he was sent to Rome under the patronage of
Count Strogonoff to study' philosophy, the natural sciences and
divinity.
At the end of six years of tireless work and stud}- he
was granted the degrees of Doctor of Philosophy and Master of
Divinity and was sent bj^ his church to fill the chair of professor
of philosophy in the theological seminary of Detroit, Mich., under
the Rev. Bishop Foley. After five years in this capacity he returned to Rome to become a student of common and civil law and
divinity.
In three years' time he was granted doctorates in all
three courses and returned to Detroit to accept a chair of common
law, philosophy and moral theology, but filled it only a year. At
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tlu end of thai |Hriii(l lu- bi'fjnn liis miiiisUrial diitiis as a mcinl)CT
of the diocese of l'hila<leli)hia and was sent to (.'liester. wlicrc he
established a I'olish parish ami hnill a ilinrch. \\ hen. after eleven
nionths. he had coni|)leted tin- duty assigned him he was transThis conj^rejjation had heen orj^'anized by
ferred to Shenandoah.
Rev. .Mexancler i.enarkicwic/. who had built the church edifice in
After his death in July. i<p4, the charge was assumed
1878.

temporarily by Rev. I-athcr liiela and later by Rev. M. Monkie(^n \ov. 25, 1905, Dr. (iodrycz was <luly installctl as rector
and has been serving in the cajiacity since. The inemhership,
which is made u]) wholly of peo|>le of I'olish nationality, numbers
500 families, and the church edifice, built of brick aiul stone, is
one of the handsomest and largest in Shenandunh. It has a seating capacity of 900 and is most elaborately finished and furnished,
the paintings alone having cost some $2,000.
In the fall of 1905
the exterior of the building was painted and renovated. Tliere is
also a parochial school under the direct supervision of the pastor,
conducted by the Sisters of St. I'.ernard. which was established in
Dr. (Iodrycz has establisherl a .system of societies ami or1899.
ganizations with a view to bringing the peo|)le of the parish into
closer touch with the church and Christian life. ( )nc of thci^e, the
wicz.

name of which translated is Moderation in Life, is for yomig men
between the ages of sixteen and thirty; another, called Kducation,
Altogether
is for .girls and young ladies over the age of fourteen.
there are fourteen of these organizations, two of which arc for
married women, and some of tluin carry the benefit feature. Dr.
(^lOdrycz is a writer of national fame, his contributions being along
the line of philosophical thought, and the same careful study and
broad intellectual gras]) which have marked his work as a teacher
and pastor are evident in his literature. He has received the highest commendation from leaders of public thought and the personal
thanks and appreciation of Cardinal Gibbons and others.
Gore, Samuel Helms, prothonotary of Schuylkill county. Pa.,
and a resident of I'otlsvillc. was born in that city on Aug. 13, 1863,
a son of William Henry and Sophia E. (Helms) Gore, the former
of whom was born in ITiiladelphia, Pa., April 20, 1841, and died
Oct. 23, 1870. and the latter was born at Womelsdorf, Pa., Feb.
28, 1845, and died in March. 1880.
They were married Aug.
20, i860, Mrs. Gore being a daughter of Samuel and Marie
(Smith) Helms, and thev became the parents of three children:
Susan Norbury. who was born in Pottsville, Oct. 31,
1861, became the wife of Elmer E. Veter;
Samuel Helms,
the subject of this review
and William Henry-, who was born
in Pottsville, Nov. 6, 1868.
AVilliam Henry Gore, the father,
was a stanch Republican in his political proclivities and was a
member of the Presbyterian church. He received his education
in the schools of Philadelphia and Pottsville. and his active business career was spent in the latter city, first as a nrinter and
later as agent for an express company.
During the Civil war he
enlisted as a musician in the 48th Pennsylvania volunteer infantry,
:
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in the ranks in the three months' service.
Gore, the immediate subject of this review, dates his
ancestry back to the Revolutionary period, his ancestors on both
sides have been of sturdy colonial stock. A paternal preat-!:,'randfather, Joseph Heath Norbury, was a sea captain in the War of
]8i2, and later served as prothonotary of Philadelphia county,
while a great-grandfather on the maternal side fouglit in the
Mr. (lore was
patriot ranks througliout the Revolutionary war.
educated in the public schools of Pottsville and in Nov., 1902, was
elected to the office of prothonotary of his native county for a term
That his administration of the duties of this imof three years.
portant office was successful and highly gratifying to his constituents is evidenced by the fact that in November, 1905, he was
Mr. Gore is
reelected, and is at present occupying that position.
president of the Good Intent Fire Company and fraternally is a

and

later

Samuel

enlisted

II.

member of Camp No. 36, Patriotic Order of Sons of America, and
Aerie No. 134, Fraternal Order of Eagles. On Aug. 23, 1892, he
was united in marriage to Mary Elizabeth Shaw, a dau.ghter of
John Shaw of Pottsville, and to this union one child has been
born: Frank Miller Gore, the date of his birth being Aug. i, 1893.
Gotshall, William H., the genial host of the Eagle hotel at
He is a
Lavelle, was born at Sunbury, Pa., in February, 1868.
son of Henry and Harriet (Cressinger) Gotshall and comes of
good German stock. His paternal grandfather, Daniel Gotshall,
was a wheelwright by vocation and spent all his life in Northumberland county. The mother's father, Samuel Cressinger, was
an agriculturist of Northumberland. Plenry Gotshall, the father,
was a soldier in the Union army during the Civil war and received
.

He died in
a wound in one of the engagements of that struggle.
1901, leaving a famil}^ of four children, of whom the subject of
The others are Josethis sketch is the second in order of birth.
phine, wife of George Duham Elizabeth, also married and Gertrude, wife of Daniel Oyster.
William H. Gotshall received all
his educational advantages in the schools of Sunbury, wdiere he
was reared. When he had finished his scholastic labors he entered
the employ of the Sunbury Gas Company, with which he remained
for seven years. Subsequently for a period of nine years and four
months he was a driver for the brewery firm of Rockefeller
Co.
This latter position he left in 1901 to embark in the hotel business
at Lavelle, in which he has successfully continued since that time.
In 1895 was solemnized Mr. Gotshall's marriage to Miss Kate
Reabuch, daughter of Elias and Harriet Reabuch of Northumberland county.
The children of this union are six in number
Herbert, Walter, Goldie, Helen, Beulah and Harry. The family
are communicants of the Lutheran church and in politics Mr. Gotshall is a zealous Democrat.
Fraternally he is identified with the
Improved Order of Red Men, the Fraternal Order of Eagles and
the Sons of Veterans.
GraefT, Herman B.
Tamaqua has been the home of this venerable pioneer since March 31, 1849. He was then a voung man of
;

;

&
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nineteen and came from liis parental home at lemple, ISerks
Young
county, to engage in life's duties on his own account.
(iraciT entcre<l the employ of Howman, Mi>ycr & Richardson in
the ca]>acity of lM)okkeei)cr, and served eight years with this firm
and otlier mercantile estahlislinu-nts of those early days, lie was
electe<l tax coilectur of the village in 1S5-, and serve<l six years in
lie also served several years as justice of the peace
that office,
lie began the study of law in the office of A.
prior to 1875.
W. Leylnirn, aiul after three years spent in study in connection with his other business interests, he was admitted
He at once o]iened
to the Schuylkill county bar in 1861.
an office in Tamaepia. and has been in constant jiractice in
Me has always been considered a very
that borough since.
counsellor.
conservative
successful lawyer, and a wise and
His experience has been varied, and covers every phase of
legal practice in the courts of the county and contiguous territory. Mr. GraefF has always taken an active interest in any public
measure calculated to enhance the interests of Tamafiua, or for
the benefit of the general pidilic.
Me has never aspired to i)ublic
office, but has been content to devote his time and talents to his
professional work. Me was clerk of the borough council for sixteen years, and has also served as a member of the school board. He
began his political career as a Whig, and cast his first ballot for
the principles of that party in 1851. Four years later, the Republican ]iarty came into existence, and Mr. Gracff has been a firm
adherent to the doctrines of Republicanism for more than half a
century.
Herman 15. Graeff was born at Temple, Berks county,
GracfT,
I'a., Oct. 27. 1830. a son of Daniel and .\rasmy (Beard)
also natives of Berks county, the father born at Kutztown in 1801,
and the mother near Reading, at the then village of Birdsboro.
In 1 84 the parental home was transferred from Berks county to
Schuylkill Haven, where the father engaged in the hotel business.
He died there in March. 1850. His widow survived him for many
years, and died in Tamaqua.
She was an active and consistent
member of the Methodist Episcopal church. These were the
parents of six children, only three of whom are now living, viz.
Merman B.. the subject of this sketch Francis B., a retired manufacturer living in Tamaqua. and Michael B., who went to C<ilorado in i860, and has spent his life in the mining business in the
west. The subject of this article has been twice married, first in
.She
1856, to Miss Lenora Lattimorc, of Northampton county.
died in 1874. leaving four children who lived to years of maturity.
Those living are Charles, who has been associated with his father
in the law business for the last fifteen years, and Mary L., widow
of A. J. Rhodes, late of Tamaqua. Mr. GraefF married his present
companion, who was Miss Evelyn B. Maxton, in 1875, and three
children have been born to this union. James H.. Lenora L., and
Robert J. Mr. GraefT was adjutant of the 176th Pennsylvania militia during the Civil war. and served a brief term at the front
during the invasion of the state.
1
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;
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Gray, Robert Bruce, M. D., a ijracticing ])liysician and surf^^con
Port Carbon, was 1)()rn at Crcssona, Schuylkill county, Aug. n,
He is a son of John and Agnes (McKclveyj Gray, the
1866.
former of whom was born in Johnson, Renfrewshire, Scotland, and
the latter in Pottsville, on East Norwegian and Coal streets, where
the Pennsylvania depot now stand.s. The McKelvey family were
among the early pioneers of I'ottsville, emigrating from Scotland
about .1820. David McKelvey, the maternal grandfather of Dr.
in

the early development of the coal fields
falling timber under the site of the
present court house, he being the first miner killed in the gale
His widow leased the Mt. Hope farm and sold milk, fruit
vein.
and vegetables in town, by which means she reared her family of
four children. At her death she was buried in the cemetery adjoining the Center street grammar school building, in a vault which
Dr.
contained the mortal remains of thirty-five of her relatives.
Gray's father's marriage to Agnes McKelvey was blessed with
eleven children, ten of whom lived to years of maturity and nine
Isabella is the wife of Samuel Klock,
of whom are now living.
and lives in Truly, Mont. Dr. James Charles Gray has been a
representative practicing physician at Cressona since 1884; William Lincoln is a machinist at Shickshinny, Luzerne county. Pa.
Jennie B. is the wife of Adam Applegate of Pottsville; Dr.
Annie Elizabeth married
Robert B. was next in order of birth
William Kline and lives at Great Falls, Mont. Agnes May is the
wife of Rheinold Plath and also resides at Great Falls John McKelvey is a practicing physician in Port Carbon, where he located
three years later than his brother, Dr. Robert George Andrew was
a ranchman in Great Falls, Mont., he having been thrown from a
the place is
horse on his ranch and killed near Great Falls
named Gray Butte in his honor, though his body lies in the family
Allen Eugene is a ranchman and farmer, having
lot at Cressona
taken up the claim of his brother George in Gray Butte, near Great
Falls
Chester Hutchison died in infancy. The mother died in
1901 at her home in Cressona and the father died in Montana eight
months later and was buried at Cressona. Dr. Robert B. Gray
was educated in the public schools of his native town, and professionally educated at the Medico-Chirurgical college of Philadelphia.
He was graduated at the last named institution with the
class of 1894, passed the examination of the board of state examiners of Pennsylvania and after considerable hospital experience,
settled down to private practice in Port Carbon.
He had charge
of the medical wards in the Pottsville hospital for a few months
during the first three years of the existence of that institution and
also served six years as deputy county coroner in the district embraced by Port Carbon, Middleport and New Philadelphia.
He
has been a member of the board of U. S. pension examiners for
Schuylkill county for two years served five years as a member
of the board of health in Port Carbon a like period as a member
of the board of health in Palo Alto, and is at present a member of
12— Vol, II
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I'lirt (.'arlnin borDiiRli council.
The dnctor
in^ kcpiililican in his political niTtliations. lie

tlic

IiulcpiMKleiit

(

)rilcr

of

I-'cllows

( )il<l
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I'atrititir
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member
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)ri!iT

of the

Sons of

lie was married on Sept. .jS, i8<>H, to Miss Mary llcddall
Wren, a daughter of (ieor^e and Lillie Wren, of Mahanoy City.
Mrs. (iray is a prand(See personal sketch of ieorge Wren.)
daufjhter of Thomas Heddall. of an early established family in

America,

(

Schuylkill county, and prominent in the early develo|>ment of the
coal interests. The same may be said of her paternal fjrandfather,
Thomas Wren. Dr. and Mrs. dray have a son ami a daughter, the
latter being Miss l.illie. born .\ug. 20. iH<)9. and the son is .Master
Robert, born T'eb. h, lytx). 'The doctor is a member of the .Methodist l{i)iscopal church and Mrs. (kay is a I'rcsbylerian in religious
preferences.
Green, David Bright, deceased, was in his day one of the leading lawyers of Schuylkill county, and in fact of the State of I'cnnsylvania. He was born at Reading, Berks county, Dec. 22, 1831, a
IJright) (irecn. old residents of thai
son of John and Catharine
His early c<lucatibn was acfpiired in the schools of his native
city.
city, after which he entered Vale university, where he graduated
in 1852.
Returning to Reading he became a student in the law
office of John S. Richards, and in January, 1855. was admitted to
the bar.
In April, 1856, he located at Pottsville, where he soon
built up a lucrative practice.
In 1862 he entered the army as adjutant of the 129th Peimsylvania volunteer infantry. .-Mthough he
served but nine months he was a participant in some of the most
sanguinary battles of the great Civil war, being at the second Bull
Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chanccllorsville, as well as
in several minor engagements.
When (jeneral Lee invaded Pennsylvania in the summer of 1863 Judge Green again heeded his
country's call and went out as lieutenant-colonel of the 27th Penn(

sylvania "emergency" regiment, with which he served until mustered out in -Vugust. In 1865 he formed a partnership with Hon.
Lin Bartholomew, but this firm was amicably dissolvcfl the following year. In 1867 Governor Geary appointed Mr. Green judge of
the criminal court for the district composed of Schuylkill. Uauphin
and Lebanon counties, which had been created by legislative
enactment the preceding winter. The following fall he was nominated by the Republican party for a full term, and was elected,
though the constitutionality of the law was attacked and after
some bitter opposition the supreme court of the state sustained the
action of the legislature.
Judge Green then entered upon the
duties of the office and continued in that position until about 1874.
Then the present constitution of the state was adopted, by virtue
of which the court was abolished, though he was commissioned as
judge of the court of common pleas for the remainder of the term
for which he had been elected. He was defeated for reelection in
the fall of 1877 by Judge Bechtel. but was elected over James B.
Reilly in 1881, and resumed his judicial functions on the first Monday in January, 1882. He was reelected in 1891, and had served
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one year, one month and three days, when death closed his career.
On SunJudg-e Green's death was due' to progressive apoplexy.
day, Feh. 5, 1893, he complained of feeling dizzy, and ahout nine
o'clock the ft)llovving morning spolce of a slight numbness in his
'right hand and the right side of his face. Tliis numbness increased
until by two o'clock in the afternoon, after suffering two distinct
strokes of apoplexy, he became unconscious and remained so until
the end, which came a few minutes after nine o'clock that evening.
Concerning his legal career the Miners' Journal, of Pottsville,
said the next day
"Judge Green was one of the best and most
prominent citizens of the state. His record as a citizen, as a lawyer and as a judge, stands preeminent in the history of SchuylIn the galaxy of such judges as Heggins, Blythe,
kill county.
Black, King, Elwell, Paxson, Mitchell, and many others who were
associated in the several common pleas courts of Pennsylvania,
there is no name that shines brighter in common pleas jurisprudence than that of Judge Green. In all matters of public improvement he stood in front as a friend and social companion he
was ever near." In his early study of the law Judge Green devoted a great deal of attention to the law regulating mining rights,
and their bearing on the safety and preservation of railroads and
highways that traversed the surface over the mines. On these
questions, and the laws relating to original land titles and riparian
rights, he became a recognized authority, his decisions in such
cases of which there were many always showing such justice
and equity, and such profound knowledge of the law, that many
of his Republican friends urged him to become a candidate for a
place on the supreme bench. These overtures he always turned
aside, preferring to continue in the office to which he had been
elected by the people of his own county. His decisions are still
quoted, however, as sound in principle and a thorough exposition
of the laws, and will no doubt continue as the highest authority
on these questions in the years to come. Judge Green was interested in several business enterprises and at the time of his death
was a director of the Safe Deposit bank, of which he was one of
the founders. Eminently social in his disposition he was a favorite
guest at numerous dinners, etc., and was a member of that organization known as the "Pottsville Fishing Party," one of the oldest
social organizations of Schuylkill county.
Of this club he had the
honor of being president. On Dec. 8, 1870, Judge Green was
united in marriage to Catherine Brooke, a daughter of L. P.
Brooke, of whom specific mention will be found in this volume.
The)^ became the parents of the following children: Ida F., Katharine and Douglass Bannon.
Green, Robert P., a farmer of affluence and a dealer in timber
for mining purposes, whose postoffice is Ashland, was born in that
city on Sept. 3, 1856. He is one of six children of Daniel F. and
Annie (Patten) Green, the others being William, Thomas, Daniel,
:

;

—

—

Ida and Eleanor. His educational advantages were acquired in
the public schools of Barry township and Ashland, which he at-

;;
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lie
tcndfil uniil he was about sixteen years of asc.
l>cian)c hi?, lathers assistant on the homestead farm and remained under tlic parental r<Mif until he was twenty-eiKht
years old, by which time he
had saved suftuient <>f his
farm which be is now working.
earnin(;s to
piircbase
the
The place contains some 1,^3 acres, i*i of which are under
cidtivation, general farming;; lieiuK carried un and no particular branch bein^ favored.
In connection with his agricultural

he owns and manages an extensive Unnber yard, the
greater jiart «>f the output of which is use<l for the timbering
of mines.
)n May 13. 1X7'', was solemnized Mr. (irecns marri.ige
interests

(

Susanna Kimmel. a daughter of John and llli/.abetb
(Kramer) Kimmel, ami nine cliiliiren have blessed this union, of
whom six survive. Ivlward, the eldest survivor, married Miss
to

.Miss

is the wife of Monroe Kimmel of (Jordon
Harvey llubler. and the others are KIsie May, Sarah
ICmma. ami John Daniel, all at home. The family are all communicants of the Lutheran church of I'.arry. of which Mr. (irecn
is a deacon,
in |iolitics he is a stalwart Republican ami as such

iCIla

Derr, of Marry; Ida

Kdna

is

.Mrs.

held the offices of assessor and register for a total of six years,
l-raternally he is identified with Lavcllc Lodge, No. 972. Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Mr. (ireen is of good LnglishHis paternal grandparents, John and KIcanor
\\ elsb stock.
(Lewis) (irecn. were natives of I',nglan<l and Wales, respectively,
and the maternal grandparents were 'Ihnmas and .Mice I'atten,
both of wlmiii immigrated to this country from Lngland
Gregory, William G., agent and mining engineer for the Shcafer
He is a son
estate, was l)orn near i'ottsville on ,\pril 22. 1859.
of Klijab and Mary E. (Troutman) (ircgory. the former born in
England in 1S34 and the latter in Schuylkill county in 1837. The
parents were married in this county in 1836. The father came to
the I'niied States about the time he attained his majority, passing
his twenty-first birthilav on board ship, anrl for all his active life
was cn.gagcd in mining, holding various responsible (wsitions with
For some twenty years he was superintendent
fliffercnt concerns.
of the coal and iron company's works in the <iirardville district.
He retired about 1897 and removed to Reading, where he died on
July 12. I(p2. The mother is still living, making her home with a
widowed daughter at Reading. Seven children were born to the
parents, of wboni the subject of this sketch is the seconrl in order
Salina. the eldest, became the wife of John Hanson,
of birth.
and died in 1898. leaving two children; John is a druggist in Pottsville; Emma is the wife of George M. Daniell. of N'ivian. W. V^a.
Sarah, with whom the mother makes her home, is the widow of
W. A. Oliver, of Reading, and has two children Harriet is the
wife of Andrew Richelderfer. of CJirardville and .Mice died in inWilliam G. Gregory received his educational advantages
fancy.
in the common schools of the county, rounding out his training
by a course at Dickin.'^n seminary at Williamsport. His work
about the mines began when he was still a child anfl be first took
;

;
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up the work of engineer in, 1880 at the Ashland office of the Coal
& Iron Company. He remained with that concern until November, [892, and then was (;ngaged as superintendent of the colliery
flis iVlinersville jjosition he
of Leiscnring- & Co., of IVlinersville.
retained until A])ril, 1894, and the following month assumed his
present occui)ation with the Sheafcr estate. His duties are many
and varied, including the collecting of rentals, the building, repairing and leasing of houses and making surveys of the collieries
of the estate. He has attended to every detail of the work with
as much scrupulous care as if it were his own interest, and
throughout has given the highest degree of satisfaction to his em-

ployers.
On June 8, 1882, Mr. Gregory married Miss Elizabeth
Johnson, daughter of John and Jane Johnson of Girardville. Mrs.
Gregory's parents are dead, but she has three brothers, John at
Gordon, Charles at Pottsville and Frank at Shenandoah, and a
In politics Mr.
sister, Mrs. J. B. Smith, living at Pottsville.
Gregory is a Republican, but aside from several years of service as
borough surveyor of Shenandoah, he has never held political office.
He is prominent in Masonic circles, having attained to the thirtysecond degree, and being a member of the Blue lodge of Ashland,

the Minersville chapter, the Ashland commandery, the Philadelphia consistory and the Reading Shrine, and is a past officer in
the first three named. He is also a member of the Royal Arcanum,
the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, and the American
Hose Company of Ashland. Mrs. Gregory is a communicant of
the Methodist Episcopal church.
Griffiths, Elmer J., the leading undertaker and embalmer of
Tamaqua, was born at Lewisburg, Union county. Pa., on March
'22, 1864.
He is a son of William H. and Margaret E. (McFadden)
The father in early life
Griffiths, both natives of Pennsylvania.
was a molder by trade, and was occupied at that labor until his
health became impaired and he was compelled to give it up, after
which time he engaged in floriculture until his death, which occurred on Jan. 20, 1881.
He removed from Philadelphia to
Tamaqua before the close of the war and continued to reside there.
He was a most ardent advocate of temperance and never in his
life did he allow a drop of liquor to pass his lips for other than
medicinal purposes.
Both he and his wife, who died in 1893,
were very active in the work of the Methodist Episcopal church,
of which they were members. Of the seven children born to the
parents but three survive.
Mrs. Annie Wetzel and Mrs. Edith
A. Klees, widow of William Klees, are the two members living
beside the subject of this memoir, with whom the}^ make their
home. Elmer J. Griffiths attended the common schools, but was
obliged by the death of his father to leave school and go to work
before he had completed his course. He took charge of his father's
floral business and for eight years made it the means of livelihood for the family. At the end of that period he turned it over
to a purchaser and opened in his present line of business.
His
reputation as a painstaking, thorough workman and a kindly,
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fjcntlrinan in all his relations wiili bereaved families
has l>rouf;ht him an increase of business from year to year and
now he has calls fron> all over the county. < )n ()ct. 7, iX<;o, he
married Miss Mary K. Seidcrs, a native of Tama<|ua and a daughIlcr father is deceased,
ISayer) Seidcrs.
ter of Jackson and Ellen
but the mother is still living. The children of Mr. and Mrs. (irifKdith (i., in the class of 1908 in the hi^h
fiths arc four in number
Mrs. Griffiths
school; William II.. Norman S. and Franklin (i.
died on May 22. 1900, at the age of thirty-two years. She was a
woman much beloved an<l nowhere has she been more missed
than in the Methodist I^jiiscopal church, in which she was a loyal
member and devout worker, as well as the learlinp sopranr) in
Mr. Griffiths is one of the board of trustees of the
the choir.
Methodist church and a director in the Younp Men's Christian
Association. Me is jiromincnt in Masonic circles, in which he has
attained to the thirty-second decree, and also bclonps to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Patriotic Order of the Sons
of .\merica.
Like his honored father he has never tasted intoxicating liquor of any kind, and believes the world could get along
just as well without it.
Griffiths, Isaac N., proprietor of an old and well established
harilware. iilumbing and general repair business in Girardvillc,
is a son of John and -Sarah (Owens) Griffiths and was born in
Shenandoah on Oct. 4, 1878. He has two sisters, Mrs. W'. T.
cmiriroii-.

(

—

Johnson and Miss Mary Griffiths, and a brother, William G. His
parents were both natives of Wales and came to Schuylkill county

some

ten years before his birth. Tlic father spent all his active
county as an employ of a mining company. The subject of this sketch received his early education in the publid
schools of Shenandoah, and in 1894 completed the courses offered
life in this

there.
He then took up telegraphy and when he had mastered
that art he became employed as a clerk in the office of the Phil-

adelphia & Reading Coal and Iron Company. For nearly eleven
years he held the same responsible position, leaving it only to
accept the managership of the hardware business formerly owned by
Peter Griffiths. The concern was established early in 1870 and is
the principal store of its kind in the borough. On June 18, 1903,
occurred the marriage of Mr. Griffiths to Miss Clara Morrison,

daughter of Alexander and Emily (Gill) Morrison of Shenandoah. Two sons have blessed this union, John Owen and James
Alexander. The parents arc both members of the Baptist church
and it is in that faith that the boys are being reared. In politics
Mr. Griffiths is a Republican, but he has never sought the emoluments of public office.
Fraternally he is identified with Shenandoah Lodge, No. 511, Free and Accepted Masons, and is the
present incumbent of the chair of worshipful master.
He is a

young man
and

of

fine habits,

future.

much
and

natural business ability, excellent judgment
him a most successful

his friends predict for

BIOGRAPHICAL

183

Griffiths, Morgan, a ])romiiiciit merchant of Nuremburg and a
justice of the peace of that borough, was i^orn in Ashland on May
He
23, 1858, a son of Howell and Catherine (Jones) Griffiths.

attended the public schools until he was fourteen years of age and
then secured work as a breaker boy. Subsequently he lived with
his family for a year in Hubbard, Trumbull county, Ohio, and then
returned with them to Ashland, whence they again moved, this
time to Belle Tunnel near Mt. Carmel. At that place Mr. Griffiths was employed as a breaker boy again and when he went to
The family
Centralia with his parents he did the same work.
moved from Centralia to Nuremburg, where the mines were just
beginning to be worked, but left there soon after to go to
Audenried, in Carbon county, and thence to Sandy Run, Luzerne
county. From Sandy Run they came again to Nuremburg, where
the subject of this sketch was for four years employed in the
mines. In 1886 he gave up his aspirations to make mining his life
work and accepted a position as manager of the clothing store of
Simeon Miller in Nuremburg. In December he resigned his position and embarked in the same business under his own name.
Since that time he has been most successfully engaged in the
business and has a wide and varied patronage. In 1888 Mr. Griffiths was appointed postmaster by President Harrison and continued to be the incumbent of that office until 1904, when Mrs.
In poliGriffiths was made postmistress by President Roosevelt.
tics Mr. Griffiths is a Republican, and is now justice of the peace,
having been elected on the Republican ticket for several terms,
amounting to over seventeen years. He is a member of the county
executive committee of his party and of the regular county committee. He has also been a school director for a number of years.
On Oct. 26, 1886, Mr. Griffiths married Miss Margaret Witchey,
daughter of Alexander and Catherine (Haber) Witchey of Osceola, Clearfield county, the ceremony occurring at Jeddo in Luzerne county. They have no children of their own, but have an
adopted daughter, Eva. The family are attendants of the United
Fraternally Mr. Griffiths is
Evangelical church of Nuremberg.
identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Camp
No. 96, Patriotic Order of the Sons of America. He is of good
Welsh stock, his parents having come to Schuylkill county from
Glamorganshire, Wales. Mr. Griffiths is recognized as a man of
excellent business judgment, conservative methods and absolute
'

integrity.
Griffiths,

Thomas

B., a

popular hotel

man

of Shenandoah,

and

school director from the Second ward, was born in North Wales
in the year 1867.
When he was about two years of age he came
with his parents, John S. and Elizabeth (Cuffin) Griffiths to
America. They came directly to Shenandoah, where the father
was connected with mining interests until his death, at the age of
forty-nine years. The mother died at the age of thirty-nine, leaving five children, viz.
John C, a mine worker of Shenandoah
Thomas B. Hannah, wife of James S. Williams, an undertaker
:

;

;
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and

luriuturc lU-.iUr; Sarah J., a salcswoinan in Slicnaml-iali
Rntli. wife of SanuK-l Kroni. a sak-sinan in I'liiladclpliia.
Iluiinas
It. ririlTiths tuj^an life for himself as a slate
picker in the mines.
1-rom this hmnlije position he was promoted to more responsible

and profitable ones, being connected with the mining industry for
twenty years. In 1897 he engafjcd in the hotel l)usincss, in which
line of activity he ha.s since continued, and in which he has been
measurably successful, havinR accumulate<l considerable j)ropcrty.
.Mr. (iriHiths is an unswerving Ucpublican in his political
affiliations and takes an active part in the counciLs of his |)artv.
He i.s
a member of the Fiescue Hook and La«lder Companv' and the
Knights of the (iolden Kagle. and is an attendant at the First Baptist church.
On March 20, 189.V he married Miss Miriam Thomas.
a daughter of David H. and .Sophia Thomas. She was born at

High Park, near Scranton. Jler fatlur. now deceased, was a
musician, and her mother resides in Shenandoah.
She has one
sister, and three hnll-broihers and a half-sister, children of
her
father by a former marriage.
.Mr. and .Mrs. (iriftiths have four
children— Walter, Herbert, .Sarah J. and Hazel, all living and now
attending the Shenandoah schools.
.Mr. tlriffiths is now serving
his fifth year as a member of the school board.
He takes a great
interest in the cause of education, as well as in cvervthing else
that has a tendency to promote the general welfare of the community, and is looked upon as one of Shenandoah's substantial,
public-spirited and representative citizens.
Gruhler. Christian. M. D.. an influential physician and surgeon
of Shenandoah, was born in JaflFa. .Asia Minor] Feb.
17, 1870.
He
is the second child born to Rev. John Grublcr
and his wife. Carolina Kreuz. and at the time of his birth his father was
serving as
a missionary of the Lutheran church.
The mother died Dec. i.
1883. and the father May 19. 1905. leaving a familv of four besides
the doctor. Martin, the eldest, is a druggist in Shenandoah; .Mary
IS the wife of Philip Bierman, an electrical
engineer of I'hiladclphia; Fannie lives in Philadelphia, and Frederick in Orwigsburg.
The Gruhler family traces its ancestry back some four hundred
years, and members of it have been identified with practicallv all
the important movements in ( ;ermany for that length of time. The
subject of this memoir acquired his education in the schools of
.'Shenandoah and in 1885 entered the drug business as an apprentice with the late Charles Wasley.
This arrangement continued
until 1889. when Dr. Gruhler entered the college of
pharmacy in
Philadelphia and was graduated two years later. Upon returning
to Shenandoah he again engaged in 'the pharmacv business,
this
time with his elder brother, and remained in it until
In that
1895.
year he purchased a drug business in Philadelphia, and a\ the same
time began the study of medicine at the Medico-Chirurgical college of that city. When he was graduated in
1899 with the degree
of Doctor of ^Fedicine he dispo.sed of his interest in the
drug business in Philadelphia and returned to Shenandoah, where he has
been actively and successfully engaged in practice ever since. He

4
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much time to the study of smallpox and its treatment,
during an epidemic of the disease he resigned his position as president of the borough board of health to take charge of
the afflicted citizens. Before the ravages of the dread disease had
ceased Dr. Gruhler had treated 163 patients, and the final extermination of the disease was due in large measure to his untiring
eiiforts.
On May 23, 1894, was celebrated Dr. Gruhler's marriage
to Miss Minnie Gertrude irloover, who was born in I'ottsville, a
daughter of Albert and Minnie Hoover, of Shenandoah. To Dr.
and Mrs. Gruhler has been born one child, a daughter, Mi.ss
Helene D. The doctor is a member of the Lutheran church and
Politically Dr. Gruhler is a
his wife is of the Presbyterian faith.
Republican, but aside from the two years he served as president
of the borough board of health he has never held public office.
Fraternally he is identified with the A'lasonic fraternity, the Benevolent and P'rotective Order of Elks, and the I'"raternal Order of
has devoted

and

in 1901

Eagles.
Gruhler, Martin, one of the leading pharmacists of Shenandoah,
was born at Joppa, Palestine, Feb. 10, 1867, and is the eldest of
five children born to John and Carolina (Kreuz) Gruhler, both
natives of Germany, the former having been born in Wiirtemberg
and the latter in Saxony. The father was educated at the University of Heidelberg and spent his life as a minister of the
Lutheran church. For seventeen years he was a missionary in
Palestine, where the family was living at the time the subject of
Of the other children Christian was born
this sketch was born.

Mary, now Mrs. P.
in Joppa
and Fajinie D. and Fredericl<
;

—

Bierman, was born in Germany,
America. Thus the family are
Asia, Europe and America. Both the
J.

in

natives of three continents
sisters now reside in the city of Philadelphia; Frederick is in
business at Lambertville, N. J. In 1871 the parents located in the
town of Shenandoah, where Martin received his education. He
then entered the Philadelphia college of pharmacy, where he
graduated in 1893, and soon afterward established a drug store
in Shenandoah.
In April, 1905, he opened a branch store in the
same town, and it is no disparagement to the other druggists of
the city to say that he is the leading pharmacist of the place. Air.
Gruhler is also interested in other business enterprises. He was
one of the founders and is the present secretary^ of the Mutual
building and loan association of Shenandoah; was a member of
the first board of directors of the association
and is a director in
the First National bank, his father having been one of the charter
members of that institution. In politics Mr. Gruhler is a Socialist.
From 1900 to 1903 he served as tax receiver of Shenandoah, discharging the duties with ability and fidelit}^. He is a member of
Shenandoah Aerie, No. 103, Fraternal Order of Eagles, and he and
his wife both belong to the German Lutheran church.
In 1895
was solemnized the marriage of Martin Gruhler to Miss Anna
Elizabeth Lehe, a former teacher in the Shenandoah public schools,
and a daughter of George Lehe, who came to Shenandoah from
;
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Mr. and Mrs. (iruliKr liavc bct-n born three chilRuth A. anil John. Caroline is the only child now
living.
In all his business transactions Mr. C^ruhlcr is guided by
lie takes a commenda spirit of uprightness and square dealing,
able interest in the general welfare of the coniiniinity and is always
ready to aid any honorable undertaking to further the interests
of the city in which he lives, or to promote the health and morals
In short, he is one of Shenandoah's public-spirited,
of the people.
enterprising and representative citizens.
Guidncr, John L., a conductor on the Philadelphia & Reading
railroatl, and i>ne of the old and faithful servants of that road, was
born in this county on Sept. i8. i8^>2. lie is a son of John C. and
Sarah .\. (Moll) (iuldner, both native Pennsylvanians. The father
was for thirty-seven years an employe of the Philailclphia & Reading.
He died at the age of si.\ty-two years and his wife passed
away in I-'ehruary, nj02. at the age of sixty-one. The father was
a member of the Lutheran church and the mother of the Reformed
Poltsvillc.

dren

— Camlinc.

congregation.
Of the nine children four are living. Ida May,
the eldest, born Nov. 3. 1859, died .Vpril 13. 1875; F.dward E. is
a railway conductor; Laura Rllon. l>orn .April fi, iHCrli. died .April
I, 1874; Mary Kli/.abeth. horn Nov. 20, 18*19. dicil .Aug. 23, 1873;
Joseph Monroe, horn Sept. 12. 1873, died .\ng. 25, 1878; Sarah
Jane is the wife of William (leasing, a blacksmith of Hazleton
Oliver Isaac, born I-'eb. 4, 1884, is deceased; and Susan Rebecca
is the wife of Conrad Zcigler. a blacksmith.
The subject of this
sketch is the second of the children in order of birth. He acquired
a scholastic training in the common schools and then was occupied
in various lines until September, t88i.
.At that time he entered
the employ of the railroad and has been with the company ever
since.
After about five years of service as a brakcman he was
promoted to be a conductor. His long and faithful service is
ample evidence of the trust in which his employers hold him.
Through careful management and strict attention to the duty in
hand he has gone through all his service without an accident. On
May 15, 1884. Mr. Guldner was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth \Veiss, a daughter of the late Henry and Catherine Weiss.
Her father was killed in 1880, while acting in his capacity of car
inspector, and the mother died in 1891. Their seven children are
Julia, now Mrs. Peter Fourour. of Philadelphia; Philip, in Tamaqua; Mary, who died at the age of three years; Louisa, wife of
Henry N., a baker of Tamaqua Frank, living in
J. G. Schad
Mauch Chunk, where he is employed by the railroad company;
and Mrs. Guldner. The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Guldner
are five in number. Tliomas John, the eldest, died at the age of
three years, and HenrA- Weiss, the youngest, died when but three
weeks old. The others are Louella, Helen Louise and Augusta.
The family are all communicants of the German Lutheran church,
and the father is identified with Tamaqua Lodge, Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, and with the encampment of the same
;

order.

;
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Hadesty, P. H., an enterprising hardware merchant of Tamaqua,
a native of Schuylkill county and a son of James M. and ElizaBoth parents were born in I'ottsville
beth (Kantner) Hadesty.
and the father came to Tamaqua in 1850, where he started in the
hardware business and continued in it until his death in 1903. He
was one of the most prominent members of the Methodist Episcopal church and for years was a trustee of the Tamaqua congregaFraternally he was closely identified with the Independent
tion.
Otder of Odd Fellows, having been one of the charter members
With Dr. Fethroif he was one of the
of the Tamaqua lodge.
organizers of the Odd Fellows' cemetery association, which maintains one of the most beautiful as well as one of the best kept
The mother died in
burial grounds in this section of the state.
1904 at the age of sixty-five. She was a matronly woman, whose
kindly Christian influence was felt in many a sick room, and whose
demise was a loss to the whole community. The subject of this
sketch received the educational advantages afforded by the public
schools of Tamaqua, and upon the completion of his scholastic
work he entered his father's employ as a clerk in the hardware
store.
He served in this capacity until 1900, when he was made a
partner and the iirm became Hadesty & Son. Since the father's
death he has had full control of the business, which has grown in
proportions under his able management. Mr. Hadesty is unmarHe is recognized as one of Tamaqua's most conscientious,
ried.
progressive and substantial business men.
Hafner, George L., a carpenter and builder of Shenandoah, was
born in Pottsville, Pa., Dec. i, 1863, a son of Martin John and
Catherine (Philipps) Hafner, both natives of Germany. The father
is

was

a tailor and dealer in clothing and furnishing goods, first in
Pottsville and later in Shenandoah, removing to the latter city
on June 4, 1873. His death occurred on May 15, 1878. He and
Frederick,
his wife had a family of seven sons and one daughter.
a carpenter, died at the age of thirty-eight years, leaving a widow
and two children Edward died in California in June, 1905, a
widower with four children
Louisa is the wife of Carl
Schurz, of Shenandoah
William F. is a carpenter in Philadelphia, married, and has two children
George L. is the
subject of this sketch; Charles died at the age of four
years Louis F. is married and lives in Shenandoah, where
Harry V. is
he is a clerk in the Reading freight station
employed in the freight department of the Pennsylvania railroad
at AVilkes Barre, married and has one child.
After the death of
the father of these children, Mrs. Hafner married Rev. John Gruhler, formerly a missionary to Palestine.
He died in Philadelphia.
George L. Hafner was educated in P'ottsville and Shenandoah and
•

;

;

;

;

;

until he was grown. He then learned the
trade of breaker-builder and house carpenter, which occupation
he has since followed a period of twent}^ j^ears. Mr. Hafner is
a member and past grand of John W. Stokes Lodge, No. 515, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and for the past two years has

worked about the mines
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past state presiilent of the I'atriotic >rder of
Americans, an auxiliary of tlie f<»rmer organization also past commander of the Shenandoah Commandcry. No. 14, Patriotic ( )rdcr of
the Sons of .America, and at present recorder of the same; helonKs
to St. John's Kvanjjelical Lutheran church and is one of its active
workers, having served as assistant "superintendent of the Suiulay
sclu>t>l for twelve years; a memher of the church council for six
years; leader of the church and Sunday school choirs for the same
length of time; is now lieutenant of the I'nitcd Hoys" I'rigade of
.\merica. a semi-military organization to teach its members Christian faith and obedience; and has been secretary of the Shenandoah ^'oung Men's t'hristian associatinn since its organization. In
is

a

<

;

his political views he is an luiswerving Republican and has always
taken an active interest in political affairs. In i</X) he was elected
to the school board for the 'I'liird ward for a term of three years,
and in the spring of i(/y> was returned for a second term of the
same length. lie is now serving that term and is a member of
the connnittecs on text-books and supplies; exonerations; finance,
and non-resident pupils. Mr. Hafner is a bachelor an<l makes his
home with his sister. Mrs. Schurz.
Hahn, George A., chief of police of the city of Tamatpia. was
Ixirn in tlii> county on l-'eb. 1. 1S70.
ieorge and
lie is a son of
Mary (Ruff) Malm, both native (Germans. The father was a barber across the seas and followed that vocation after coming to the
L'nitcd States in the early '50s. When the War of the Rebellion
opened he enlisted as a private in a regiment belonging to the
.\rmy of the Potomac and served until the close of that historic
struggle.
lie was discharged as a corporal after he had j)articipated with his regiment in the graufl review at Washington. F-'our
(

wounds, all rather severe, one in the leg. one in the arm and two in
the body, bore witness that he had in no way shirked his duty. Shortly after being mustered out he removed to Williamsport. Pa., and
in ifViiS to Tania(|ua. where he was actively engaged in the barber business until his death, on Dec. 16. i(/D2, at the age of sixtyeight years.
The mother's parents. Stephen and I'.arbara Ruff,
were probably the first settlers of Tamaf|ua. Stephen Ruff died
in the Oo's and his wife some twenty years later, at the age of
eighty-two years. Their eldest son, Charles, was a mechanical
genius. As early as 1874 he made the first automobile known in
this part of the state.
Its motive power was steam, and it was
known as the steam carriage. Mrs. Hahn is still living, an honorerl resident of Tamaqua.
The chief is the second in order of
birth of the five children in the family.
Louisa, the eldest, is the
wife of Philip Trout, of Tamaqua Richard is an interior decorator, working at his trade in his native city; .Anna is forewoman
in a shirt factors- in Bayonne. N. J.; and Eva is employed in the
same factory. The subject of this sketch received what education
;
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the public schools of Tamaqua offered, and after conipleting his
scholastic labors he engaged in paper hanging, interior decorating
and sign painting, and followed that until igoo. In that year he
was chosen chief of the department of police of Tamaqua, and his
retention in the office is ample proof of the efficiency with which
he has filled the position, h'or fifteen years Chief Hahn was a
member of the state niilitia, and during the Spanish-American war
was quartermaster-sergeant, his regiment being stationed at

Augusta, Ga., for four months. On Aug. 23, 1899, Mr. Hahn was
united in marriage to Miss Sarah Metzger, a native of Tamaqua
and a daughter of Christopher and Priscilla Metzger. The mother
is deceased, but the father is still living, working at his occupation
as teamster in Tamaqua. To Mr. and Mrs. Hahn has been born
Mrs. Hahn is a devout communia daughter, Dorothy Elizabeth.
Fraternally the chief is
cant of the English Lutheran church.
connected with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the
Fraternal Order of Eagles, the fire company, the Maennerchor, and
the International Association of chiefs of police of the United
States and Canada. Mr. I-lahn is undoubtedly one of the most proficient

men

in his profession.

Halberstadt,

Andrew Howell, M. D.

—This

venerable

practi-

representative of three generations of
physicians bearing the name of Halberstadt who have practiced
medicine in Pottsville. He has long been recognized as the dean
of the medical fraternity in Schuylkill county. Dr. A. H. Halberstadt was graduated in the department of arts and sciences at
Marshall college, in 1850, and in the medical department of the
Soon after graduation he
University of Pennsylvania, in 1853.
located in Pottsville and began an active professional career, which
has continued to this day. He has been identified with all phases
of medical practice, covering a period of more than fifty years, and
long years ago he established a professional reputation second
His career has been one of unto none in eastern Pennsylvania.
bounded success and well-merited popularity. During the Civil
war Dr. Halberstadt rendered valiant service to the "boys in
blue" in the department of medicine and surgery as acting assistant surgeon in the United States army_, continuing in service
He has been active in the state, nauntil the close of the war.
tional and local professional societies. He was one of the original
organizers of the Pottsville hospital has always contributed of
his means and talents to the promotion of its interests, and has
been chief of the staff of visiting surgeons during the eleven years
of its existence. Dr. Halberstadt was married on May 25, 1854, to
Miss Augusta M. Baird, a daughter of Thomas I. and Eliza
(Carey) Baird, of Philadelphia. Four children have been born to
this union, the eldest of whom, Dr. George H., of Pottsville, is a
prominent physician and surgeon Baird is a well-known mining
engineer and geologist, with oiifices in Pottsville. Alfred Howell
and Henry Carey complete the family circle. They are both
located in Pottsville and all are prominently identified with the
tioner of

Pottsville

is

a

;

;
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Iki.iinily
MJcial and Iuimiu-ss affairs of their native l)iir<>uj;li.
arc l-"j)i>ioj>alians in rclifjious views, ami in pujitical atliliatiouii
Dr. A. II. iiallicrstadt is a son of Dr. George
are Kcpiihiicans.
llallH-rstatit. a native of l'liila<lciiilna. ln.rn in 1805: he was f^raduatcd in the medical departnicnt of the l/nivcrsity <>f IVnnsvlvania
in the class of 1827. and practiced in IVntsviilc imtil his death,
He was prominently identified with the organization of
in iWx).
the Pennsylvania state medical society, as appears more fnlly in
the article on Medical Societies, in \oUimc I. of this puliiication.
Dr.
ieorRC Ilalhcrstadt married Miss Mary Summers, of I'hiladelpliia.
She was horn in if<o8. They had a family of four .sons
and two daiifjlifers. only three of whoni are now living. Dr. An1

(

drew H. Ilalhcrstadt was born in Pottsvillc. Aug. 11, 1831. and
has been a resident of that borough all his life. The family is of
K-rmaii liiuago. hut long established on .American soil.
Hall, Charles G., one of the leading merchants of Shenandoah,
was born at Dantzic. Prussia, Feb. 21, 1864. His |)arents, Peter
and Christina Hall, were both natives of Dantzic. the former
having been born on July 23, i82f;i. and the latter on Sept. 6, 1826.
In 1870 they came to America, first locating at Jersey City, N. J.,
but later removing to Brooklyn, N. Y., where both died, the
father in January, 1890, and the mother in 1898. Their remains
( )f
their children Peter is a farmer
rest in Cireenwood cemetery.
in Oregon; John is a sailor; Annie is now Mrs. Gaede. and lives
in Hobokcn. N. J.; Mary died in 1876; Charles G. is the subject
of this sketch; and Minnie is now Mrs. P.reitfield. of Brooklyn.
When the family came to this country they were accompanied
(

by the paternal grandmother, who died in Brooklyn. Peter served
in the German army during the Franco-Prussian war in 1870.
Charles G. Hall received his education in the schools of his native
land and at Brooklyn. In 1895 '^^ came to Shenandoah, where he
engaged in mercantile pursuits on a small scale, thus laying the
foundation of his present well appointed establishment and large
patronage. Owing to the good juflgment with which he selected
his stock to meet the demands of his customers, his affable and
kindly treatment of all who came to his store, and that thrift that
is such a marked characteristic of the German people, he has built
up a business that is second to ncme in the city. In fact, it is generally conceded that he carries the largest stock of general merchandise in Shenandoah, constantly employing seven clerks, besides himself and wife, who takes great pride in assisting her husband. Mr. Hall is independent in his political affiliations, believing that good government depends more on having honest men
in office than mere party candidates.
On Feb. 28, 1891, Mr. Hall
was united in marriage to Miss Catherine Etter, daughter of
Michael and Margaret Etter, of Danville. Pa. Four children have
been born to this union, viz.: Alice. Joseph. Daniel and Paul.
Daniel died in infancy. Mr. Hall is a member of the Lutheran
church and his wife of the Episcopal church, and both take a com-
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mcndal)lc interest in proniutiiig' tlie good works of llieir respective
denominations.
Harris, John M., editor-in-chief of the Tamaqua Evening Courier, a daily paper with a circulation of 2,000 copies, was born at
Tamaqua on iVlay 4, 1878, a son of Robert and Sophia (Meyers)
Harris. The father was born in Plymouth, England, but came to
the United States while still a young man and settled in St. NichoThere he learned the printer's
las, where he grew to manhood.
trade and in 1870 came to Tamaqua and with Daniel Eveiand purchased the Courier, then a weekly paper. Six years later he purchased Mr. Eveland's interest and from that time until his death,
on Jan. 14, 1896, he conducted the paper himself. He was well
known in public life and his editorial utterances framed the course
For four successive terms
of public opinion in many instances.
he was a member of the school board. His widow is still living.
The subject of this sketch is the third in order of birth of the four
children in the family. Marie A. is a teacher in the public schools
and is now serving her thirteenth year; Ray F. is Mrs. Edward
C. Hillegas, of Tamaqua; and Robert H. is the solicitor and collector of the Courier. John M. Harris was educated in the public
schools of his native town and after he had completed his course
went into his father's ofifice and learned to set type. After the
father's death, although he was but eighteen years of age, he took
charge of the paper. In 1899 he changed it from a semi-weekly
to a tri-weekly publication, and on June i, 1900, made it a daily.
Its high-water circulation mark was 2,400, attained during the
strike year, and its average for the past three or four years is
easily 2,000. It is the only daily publication between Mauch Chunk
and Pottsville, so its area is not limited to Tamaqua. Mr. Harris is a young man of exceptional ability in his chosen vocation,
and his success with the paper so far certainly augurs well for the
future.

Hartman, Rev. George W., pastor of St. John's Reformed
church of Orwigsburg, Pa., is a native of Pennsylvania. He is
a son of George C. and Rebecca J. Hartman, both born in the
Keystone state. The father was a farmer and wholesale lime
dealer, formerly a resident of Leinbachs, but now living at West
Leesport, Pa.
He was always greatly interested in educational
matters, and for many years served as school director. The father
is now about sixty-nine years of age and the mother is some seven
years younger.
After due preliminary training in the common
schools the subject of this memoir, who was one of eight children,
attended the Keystone state normal, after which he was engaged
in pedagogic work for several years, and then for a time assisted
his father in the management of his coal and lime business. Then
he matriculated at the Franklin and Marshall college of Lancaster,
taking a theological course, and in 1895 was graduated at that
institution.
Three years later he completed a graduate seminan,course and took his first ministerial charge the pastorate of St.
John's Reformed church at Orwigsburg. His continued retention

—
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church is ample evidence of his faithfulness
church has a membership nf about 300. and
The cornera Sunday school with an avoraRc attendance <>f 2$o.
stone of'thc present edifice was laid on Aur. rf, 1K31, an»l on the
saujc date in lycXi the seventy-fifth anniversary of the church was
The cunnregatiiin is an outccloliratcd with great ceremony.
growth of the olil Red Church of history, the sc|)aration from that
institution coming in 1H30. On May 2*j, Ujoi, Mr. Ilartman marleorgc
ried Miss Carrie M. Kced. of Doyicstown. a daughter of
Tlie children of this union are two in number
and Mary Recti.
(ieorge lidwin and Ksthcr Lydia. Mrs. Ilartman is a graduate of
the Keystone state normal school, and for three years before her
marriage was a teacher. St. Johns congregation is contemplating
mvv edifice, the old structure being too small.
the cnctii'u of
Hauck, Calvin Albert, postmaster of lirandonville. and the leading general merchant of the town, was born in Slicnaiuloah on
Aug. 13, ii^//. lie is a son of Jeremiah and Rachel (lleimbrook)
Hauck, and one of six children, the others being limma, Sadie,
The public schools of Ringtown
Xora. Mamie and tlertrude.
atTorded him what educational advantages he received and at the
age of fourteen years he began work as a manufacturer of blastin

the service of

and capability.

th.it

Tlic

(
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six years in this line of business he an«l a
general store in I'randonvillc. under the firm
name of l-aust & Hauck. .\t the end of two years the partnership
was dissolved and Mr. Mauck assumed entire charge of the interlie has been conducting the business under
ests of the concern,
his own name since that time, and has been most successful in a
On .\pril 19, 1901, President William McKinley
financial way.
apjiointed Mr. Hauck postmaster of lirandonville, and he has been
the goveriunent official since that time in connection with his tjther
business. On ( )ct. 13, 1899, he married .Miss Miranda llcring, of
Ringtown, a daughter of John and Miranda Eisenhauer) Hcring.
and one of si.x children, the others being Isaac, Sallie, Ida, Clara

ing iiowder.
j)artncr

.After
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a
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and l-'lla. Mr. and Mrs. Hauck have two children, a son, W'illard,
and a daughter. Mabel. The family are members of the Reformed
church, of which for the past three years the father has been a
He is recognized throughout the county as a business
deacon.
man of ability, upright dealing and unassailable character.
Hausman, Prof. Rudolph A., the suliject of this biographical review, is a talented and highly accomplished musician in I'ottsville.
He is the youngest of a famdy of twelve children born to William
and .\nna Hausman, natives of Piohemia. .Austria, where Professor
Hausman was born, reare»l and cducaterl. P>ut two of. this family
are now known to be living, and the subject of this article is the
only one who came to .America. Rudolph .A. Hausman was born
July 2, 1864. and at the proper age he entered the high school
of his native city, where he prepared for the profession of teaching.
The laws of his country required that this preparation should include a course of seven years and when this was completed Mr.
Hausman turned his attention to music instead of pedagog},-. He

HIOC.KAI'lIICAr,

lO.'i

entered the conservatory of music nt I'rague, cajjilal uf Bohemia,
and completed the ])rescrihed course in that renowned institution
In acUhtion to his musical
in 1882, s-rachiatinp with high honors.
Professor ilausman is a thorough linguist, reading
education,
and writing six languages with accuracy and fluency. For some
two or three years previous to his graduation in music he liad hcen
engaged in teaching the fascinating study in his native land. After
completing his course he entered the military service of Austria,
and served three years as a member of a regimental band. His
professional engagements followed this and led him twice around
the world, teaching music in nearly every European country, and
spending eighteen months as a member of the world-famous
orchestra of Johann Strauss, in Vienna. Leaving Strauss, he completed his second trip around the world, located in London, taught
in that city and Manchester, England, until 1900, when he embarked for America, and arrived in Pottsville on March 25, in that

seemed especially fortunate, both for Professor Hausthe music-loving people of Pottsville, that his steps were
directed here, in that he at once assumed a prominent place in the
musical society of the town. His first engagement was as musical
director of St. Patrick's church, soon followed by a like position,
termed choir-master, in Trinity Episcopal church, these being
two of the leading English-speaking churches in Pottsville. Soon
after this the professor was chosen as musical director of the
Pottsville operatic society, and of the "Liederkranz,' a German
musical society of high order. Scarcely a musical event of prominence has occurred in Pottsville during the last six years that
Professor Hausman was not the leading spirit, and his talents
are everywhere recognized and appreciated. As a teacher of vocal
music, voice culture and the violin, he is without a peer in the
community. In the social world he is companionable, devoted to
his friends, honorable and upright in character, a gentleman of
high literary attainments and exalted professional talents. Professor Plausman is a member of the social and beneficial Order
of Eagles, Pottsville Aerie, No. 134, and musical director of the
organization.
On Nov. 11, 1903, he was united in marriage to
Miss Margaret Julia, daughter of Francis and Elizabeth (Lecher)
Alstadt, whose history as early settlers and prominent citizens of
Pottsville is worthy of more than a passing notice.
Francis
Alstadt, a typical German-American, and a representative of the
progressive German citizenship in Schuylkill county, was born
in Grossenluder, Kreiss Fulda, Kingdom of Prussia, Germany,
Dec. II, 1819. Fie was a son of Valentine and Margaret (Yost)
Alstadt, natives of the same place as himself. His parents spent
their lives in Prussia. Of a family of four sons, two of them came
to America in the hope of bettering their fortunes.
Francis
Alstadt crossed the ocean in 1837, after having completed his
education in his native land, and took up a temporary residence
in Philadelphia, but after a few months located at Pottsville. where
he soon became thoroughly identified with the growth and prog13— Vol II
year.
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with the harbor business

combining that with other extensive interests. In
1855 he enfjajjcd in nierchan<lisinp, and conducted a music store,
book and stationery business for more than thirty years. During
this period he was also the local ajjcnt for the llamburK-Amcrican
Packet Company's line, Richard & t'o.'s bankinp house, several
savings fund instituti<ins, aufl conducted a general real estate and
in

I'ottsville.

insurance business. In all of his varie<l business interests he was
successful. Mr. Alsta<lt was president of the (lermnn bank for six
or seven years, and later became a director in the Real lilstate.
Title, Insurance and Trust Company of I'ottsville. an institution
of hiph financial standing at the present day. lie was also interested in the organization of the I'ottsville Mutual Fire Insurance
Comjiany. and served as its president for several years. He was a
man who sustained the highest confidence of the people, and was
several times elected a member of the bunnigii council without
opposition. lie was a devout Roman Catholic, and a zealous supporter of St. John the Baptist's church. He assisted in organizing
the Washington Vcager military company, in 18,^8. was elected
first lieutenant, and subscfjucntly became captain of the company,
a position which he held for a number of years. On .Aug. 2, 1842,
he married Miss F.lizabeth Lecher, of Pottsville, a representative
of one of the prominent and early established families. This
was a most happy union, blessed with five children who lived to
reach years of maturity. These were Mary, who became the wife
of Emil Langguth. a piano manufacturer, who died on July 10,
1905; Josephine, wife of John J. Murphy, who died March 17,
1896; Margaret, wife of Professor Hausman, of this sketch;
.Amelia, now the wife of .V. T. Jones, who is a commercial salesman, living in Pottsville; and George, who died in young manhood. Six children died in infancy or early childhood. Both the
parents of this family are deceased, and the old parental home on
Center street has passed into the hands of strangers. The mother
died on Dec. 13, 1901, and the father on Sept. 28. 1902. This worthy couple lived together in love and peace for sixty-four years,
and passed to the other shore within nine months. Tlie memory
of these loving, infiulgent parents lingers in the hearts of their
surviving children as a sacred benediction. .\ history of Pottsville
and Schuylkill county would scarcely be complete without a record
of this eminently respectable and highly honorable pioneer family.
For sixty-five years Francis Alstadt was identified with the history
of Pottsville. and contributed of his means and talents to its
material growth and prosperity. He was a man of broad views
and more than ordinary intelligence. His counsel was often
sought on questions of public policy, his purse was always open
10 the cry of the needy, and he cared less for the accumulation of
property than for the proper use of that which came to him as the
result of his own industry and intelligent business career.
His

—
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family were ever his first care. Few men have left a
brighter record in the annals of Pottsville than Francis Alstadt.
Heaton, James, who is now livinfjf retired from active business,
at Lost Crock, is one of the well-known and distinctively popular
citizens of Schuylkill county, and for many years was closely idenHe
tified with the coal-mining industry in the Lehigh valley.
was born in Lancaster, England, May 5, 1836, a son of Aaron aijd
Leah (Madacroft) Heaton, the former of whom was born in Staffordshire and the latter in Lancaster. In 1H54 the parents immigrated to y\merica, landing in the city of I'liiladclphia and soon
afterward establishing their home in Tamaqua, .Schuylkill county.
The father lived only about six months after coming to the United
States, and his death occurred at Berlin, Somerset county, where
he was at the time employed in connection with the construction
of a tunnel. His wife died at Canton, Bradford county, both having been well advanced in years. They were the parents of eleven
sons, of whom four died in England. The other seven came to the
United States, and of these four were Union soldiers in the Civil
war. Thomas died in the State of New York, at the age of seventy
years John died in Shamokin, Pa., aged seventy-two years William died in Hazleton, Pa., at the age of fifty-five years Adam
returned to England and there passed the remainder of his life
James, subject of this sketch, was the next younger George and
Samuel are successful stock-growers in the State of Nebraska.
Those who went forth in defense of the Union in the war of the
Rebellion were John, James, George and Samuel. James Heaton
was eighteen years of age at the time of the family immigration
to America. He secured work at the coal mines and was finally
advanced to the position of inside foreman, of which he continued
incumbent for twenty-seven years, all but the first year at Lost
Creek, where he took up his residence in March, 1876, and where
he has since continued to make his home. After thus serving for
more than a quarter century as inside foreman at Packer colliery
NIo. 4, he resigned his position and retired from active labor,
though he is still carried on the pay roll of the Lehigh Valley
Coal Company, which thus makes fitting recognition of his long
and faithful service. In politics Mr. Heaton gives an uncompromising allegiance to the Republican party, though he has never
been a seeker of public office of any sort. For thirty-four years

home and

;
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he has been affiliated with Lodge No. 357, Free and Accepted
Masons, at Mahanoy City, where he also holds membership in
Mizpah Chapter, No. 177, Royal Arch Masons, and Ivanhoe Commandery. No. 31, Knights Templars and belongs to General Grant
Lodge, No. 575, Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
His life
history has not been an eventful one, but it shows forth those sterling attributes of character which always gain to a man the confidence and regard of his fellow-men. In 1865 Mr. Heaton married
Mrs. Ann (Sharp) Reed, who had two sons by her first marriage
Thomas, a resident of Shenandoah, and Matthew, now deceased.
By her marriage to Mr. Heaton she became the mother of two
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lane Ann iKcamc the wilt- of llciward J. IJcisi-l and
aftiT a surKii'al opiTalion. heinj^ survived by two sons and
one ilaufilUer: the family reside in the city uf I'luladelphia Margaret lilVie. the yi)un);er daiiRiiter of the subject <>i tbis sketcli, is
the wife of Herbert C. Hooks, of I'hiladetpbia. and they liave two
of Mr. Meaton's urand.sons are named in his lionor.
sons.
ilaujjhtcrs

:

(lictl

;

Two

'Hie great loss and bereavement of Mr. Meaton's life occurred in
1900, when his devoted and cherished wife was summoned to the
life eternal, and since her death he has continued to reside in the
old home, which is endeared to him by. the associations of many
years. lie is a member of the .Metliodist Kpiscopal church, as was
also his wife.
Heaton, William H., deceased, late president of the Citizens'
National bank of ,\shland. was born in Tamaqua on March 22,
His pater1843. a son of Reidien .\. and Mary (Carter) Heaton.
nal pranilfather was Joseph llcalon. a native of ICnjjland and* a
civil engineer by profession, who was a pioneer of Northumberland and Columbia counties. Joseph llcaton married Miss Sarah
McNeill, a dauphtcr of Samuel .McNeill, who was brigade quartermaster of Hand's brigade, Sullivan's division of the Continental
army in the Revolutionary war. Reuben Ayres Heaton, father of
William H., was born in Allen township, Northampton county, in
1813. and located, in Tamacpia. where he opened the collieries
known as the Locust Cia]) and High Mines. In i>Vii he removed to
Girardville and started operations in the Preston collieries, which
he continued most successfully until 1864.
In that year he disposed of his interests, retired from active business life, and settled in Philadelphia, where he spent the remainder of his days.
His marriage to Miss Mary Carter, a native of England and a
daughter of Robert Carter, occurred on Feb. 22. 1838. The subject of this sketch received his education \n the public schools of
Tamaqua and at Canandaigua acailemy. Canandaigua. X. Y. In
his early manhood he became engaged in the coal trade with his
father at Tamaqua and Girardville. ()n .Sept. 15. 1862, he enlisted
in the 6th regiment. Pennsylvania state militia, and served actively
when Lee with his Confederate army invaded the state. Early
in 1865 with two of his brothers, S. M. and R. C. Heaton, he
opened the Cuyler colliery at Raven Run and successfully operated it until 1885. when they disposed of their interests to the

Philadelphia

was one

&

Reading Coal and Iron Company.

Mr.

Heaton

of the organizers and heaviest stockholders of the Citizens' National bank of .Ashland, chartered in
1875, and was
elected its president in 1877. In 1900 he resigned and retired from
active participation in business affairs. On May 2, 1872, was celebrated Mr. Heaton's marriage to Miss Emily J. Douglas, of Mauch
Chunk. Pa., by whom he had one son. Robert D.. born July 21,
This union was annulled by the death of .Mrs. Heaton in
1873.
1896, and in December. 1897. Mr. fleaton was united in matrimony to Miss Jane A. Edgar, of Da>^on. Ohio. Mr. Heaton's
demise occurred .Aug. 4, 1904, and in his death it was felt that
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not only the laniily but tlit whole community had suffered an
He was a member of the Benevolent and Proirreparable Toss.
tective Order of Elks, the Pennsylvania Society of New York,
and the Sons of the Revolution. The son, Robert Douglas Heaton,
was reared in Schuylkill county and received his educational training in the Canandaigua academy, the military academy at Cornwall-on-the-Hudson, and the veterinary department of the University of Pennsylvania. Since attaining his majority he has been
engaged in various occupations, and since 1886 he has been a
On June 2, 1897, he married Miss Mary
resident of Ashland.
Louise Landefekl, a daughter of William and Louise (Wagner)
Landefeld, of Ashland. Mr. Heaton and his wife are members of
the Presbyterian cl]urch, and he is identified with Ashland Lodge,
In politics
No. 384, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
he is a Republican, but has never held office of any kind.
Heckert, Prof. Eli P., superintendent of schools of Schuylkill
Haven and principal of the high school, was born in Jordan township, Northumberland county, Sept. 6. 1872, and is the youngest
of a family of five sons and as many daughters of Elias and Lydia
i(Hepler) fleckert. The father was a native of Northumberland
county and the mother of Schuylkill county. The subject of this
sketch received his early education in the common schools of
Northumberland county, and subsequently graduated at the Uniontown seminary and the Bloomsburg normal school. Then for a
period of four years he taught school in Northumberland county
and for three years was principal of the Askam, Luzerne county,
Then he entered Bucknell college, ancl received the deschools.
gree of Bachelor of Arts in the class of 1902. Two years later he
The four
received his master's degree at the same institution.
years following the college course he was principal of the Second
ward (now known as the Asa Packer) schools of Mauch Chunk.
His incumbency of his present responsible position dates from
August, 1906, although the appointment was received in June.
Since he assumed charge at Schuylkill Haven he has regraded the
whole system so that now each pupil has a year in- each grade and
four years in the high school. The total enrollment of the schools
in 829 pupils, who are under seventeen teachers, and the number
in the high school is 56.
On Aug. 22, 1900, Professor Heckert was
united in marriage to Miss Alberta Carl, of Newville, Cumberland
county. Pa., and this union has been blessed by the birth of one
child, a daughter, Avril.
Professor Heckert is a member of Camp

Order Sons of America, of Mauch Chunk, and
8,716 of the Modern Woodmen of America, of East Mauch
Chunk. In politics he is identified with the Republican party, and
he and his wife are members of the L'^nited Evangelical church of
Schuylkill Haven. Although he has been a resident of Schuylkill
Haven but a short time, Professor Heckert has won the respect
and admiration of the community by his ability in
the school svstem.
No.
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Heebner, Thomas

MIYLKILI- roLNTY

M. D., a loadinR physician of Tort Carbon,
ami Anna M. (lister) liccbncr. of llani
Vhc fatlicr was l>"rn in I'ort Carlwn on
bnrj;. I'.crks connty, Ta.
Aug. II, i><,V4. '••"' '''i''' ^^cp*- 't>i ''7<M "'^ ^^''^ ^""" m-my years one
of tlic prominent and most successful business men of that boroujjli
was one of the organizers of the I'hiladelphia shoe manufacturing business of I'ort Carbon, which has now ceased to exist
was a moving spirit in the organization of the I'ort Carbon Electric Light. Ileal and Power t ompany, and was for a number of
)tber business affairs in which
years tlie president of tlie concern.
is

F.,

a von "I (iior^;c \\

.

;

(

he was interested included a dircctor.ship in the Miners' National
bank of I'ottsvillc. and manv other county instituti<jns. In politics
he was a Republican, and although he never sought office lie was
several times honored with positions of public trust. I'or six consecutive terms he was a member of the borough council, and for
George
a number of years was on the board of school directors.
W. Heebner was twice married, his first wife being Miss Elizabeth
yncoop, daughter of (len. (ieorge W'ynctjoi), of I'ottsvillc. One
child, a daughter. Libbic I'"., now the wife of John I'axson, of the

W

&

Reading railroad, blessed this union.
In i860,
Iliiladelphia
after death had severed the first union, Mr. Heebner married Miss
.\nna M., daughter of .Simon S. Fistcr. To this union, on Nov.
ly. i860, was born Thomas F. Heebner, the subject of this sketch.

He attended the public schools of Port Carbon and gra<luatcd at
His first employthe I'ottsvillc high school in the class of 1878.
ment after leaving school was in the store of Heebner & Bro..
where he remained for nearly two years. Then he took up the
study of medicine in 1880 in the offices of Drs. Brown and Birch,
of Port Carbon, and in the fall of the same year matriculated in
the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia.
In May. 1883, he was granted the degree of Doctor of
Medicine, and started his professional practice at once in Scranton.
While a resident there he was a member of the staflf of surgeons of the Lackawanna hospital, surgc<in for the Delaware,
Lackawanna & Western railroad from 1884 to 1890, and developed
In
a private practice which proved handsomely remunerative.
March, 1890, he removed to Port Carbon and became medical examiner for the Philadelphia & Reading railroad at Pottsville; was
surgeon to the Pottsville hospital when it was first organized in
1895, aufl has been medical examiner for the Philadelphia & Reading relief association since F"cb. i, 1891. Dr. Heebner has been
twice married. His first union was to Miss Mary Coxon, of Port
Carbon, and was solemnized on Oct. 17, 1883.
Two children
blessed this union, Nellie G., born Feb. 21, 1885, and died in
The mother
.August, 1885 and George W.. born July 25. 1888.
died on July 27, 1888. On March 16. 1896, Dr. Heebner married
Miss Laura H. Matthews, of Fayetteville, N. C. and the children
of this union are "the twins." .-Mice Matthews and .Anna Margaret,
born March 26. 1897, and Laura M., horn Oct. 4, 1901. The family
are all members of the Presbvterian church of Port Carbon. Dr.
:
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Heebnei- is prominent in fraternal circles, being a member of Union
Lodge, No. 291, Free and Accepted Masons, of Scranton; a thirtysecond degree Mason of the Keystone Consistory of the Ancient
and Accepted Scottish Rite of the northern jurisdiction of the

United States; Robert Burns Lodge of the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, of which he is a past grand; and the Patriotic Order
of the Sons of America, having been at one tiriie a state vicele is a Republican in his political beliefs,
president of the same.
but has never held office.
1

Heffner, James A., is the proprietor of a general store at FriedHis paternal grandfather, John W.
ensburg, Wayne township.
Heffner, Sr., was one of the pioneers of the township, and was a
His maternal grandfather,
justice of the peace for forty years.
John K. Deitrich, was born in Berks county, from which place he
moved to Wayne township and worked as a butcher during his
life.
James A. Heffner is a son of John W. Heffner, Jr., and Elizabeth (Deitrich) Heffner, both of whom were born in Wayne township.
They were the parents of five sons and six daughters, two
of the latter being deceased their names are Charles W., John H.,
William P., Morris W., James A., Mary L, Kate L. (deceased),
Sarah J., Anna V., Carrie S., and Ida (deceased). John W. Heflf;

was a farmer and was a member of Camp 264, Patriotic
Order Sons of America. He died on Jan. 29, 1903, and his wife
died in August, 1878.
James A. Heifner was educated in the
schools of Wayne township, and when he was about fifteen years
old he went west, working on a farm in Iowa for six months.
Upon his return, the following year, he took charge of the farm
of Mrs. Jacob Wommer and conducted it for twenty-seven months,
after which he was employed on his father's farm, conducting the
same for six years. At the end of that time he bought a farm for
himself, which he operated for eight years, going into his present
Mr. Heffner was married
business in Friedensburg in April, 1899.
to Amanda D. Lehman, daughter of Jeremiah and Elizabeth
(Heimbach) Lehinan, of Cherryville, on Oct. 11, 1879. To this
union have been born three sons and two daughters, viz. Harry G.,
Maggie E., Charles M., Beulah A., and Harrison S., all of whom
are living.
Mr. Heffner is a charter member of Camp No. 164,
P'atriotic Order Sons of America, and has been treasurer of the
Independent Americans since he became a member. He is a Republican in politics and has held the office of school director for
eleven years. He and his family are members of the United Evangelical church of Friedensburg, of which he has been trustee and

ner, Jr.,

:

treasurer for eighteen years.
Heffner, William P., a butcher and farmer of Friedensburg, is a
son of John W. and Elizabeth (Deitrich) Heffner, and was born
in Wayne township on September 10, 1872.
He attended the public schools until he was eleven years of age, when he began working on the farm of his father, and hauling timber for mine use and
boat-building. After this he worked for his brother for about a
year and afterward went back with his father to his timber lands

2W)
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in (Junkakc.
lie then went to work for lii.s uncle, wlui was a
butcher, reinainiuR with him fnr four years, and after that obtained
a position as butcher for tlie county almshouse.
Later he hecanjc
a teanister f<ir the same institution, lindin^' tiiat the latter occupation was more reniimcrative.
After remaining in this position for
two years, he rented his uncle's place, where he had previously
learned his trade, and later houplu the property, where he has
conducted the business up to the present time. ( )n .Xpril I, 1K97,
Mr. lletTner was married to .Miss Mary l'"ehr, dauphtcr of Paul
and t'.lizabeth (limerich) Kehr. of Washinfjton township. Four
children have been born ti> them, of whom three arc living, Arthur,
larence and Ralph.
.\lr. lieflfner is a member of Camj» No. 2^)4,
Patriotic Order Sons of .Xnu-rica. of l-riedensburg, the Independent
Order of ( )dd I'ellows. of Summit Station, and also oi the L<jyal
Protective association.
In |K)litics he is a Republican, and has
been election judge and county conunitteeman for several years.
The family attends the Union church of Friedensburg. Since his
marriage .Mr. HelTner has bought his father's farm of 70 acres, onehalf of his fathers interest in a double house in l"rie<icnsbtirg. and
eight lots in Crcssona which belonged to bis father, .\ftcr he had
carried on the butcher business for aiiout five years he also went
into the business of dealing in cattle, horses and hides, purchasing
from the farming conimunity in the surrounding country.
Heiken, Joseph Casper, undertaker and cmbalmer at Pottsville,
is a native of the borough in which be now lives, and was born
on .-\ug. I. 1862. He is a .son of F'rederick and .Anna Maria (Thorn)
lleilcen, natives, respectively, of Westphalia and Nassau, f iermany. They immigrated Xo .America in early life, ancl the father
was engaged in the furniture and undertaking business in Pottsville for many years, the subject of this article succeeding to the
business upon his death.
The mother is still living, bale and
hearty, at the age of seventy-eight years. Jo.scph C. Heiken was
educated at the parochial school of St. John the I{a])tist. under the
domination of the Cicrman Catholic church of the same name. His
professional education was acquired at the .Massachusetts college
of embalming, at which institution he was graduated in 1897.
.Mr.
Heiken has been twice married, first, on July 10, 1888, when
(^

Katherinc L. McGovern became his wife. She was the daughter
of Hugh and Mary (Farley) McGovern, of Pottsville, and became
the mother of three children, viz: Margaret Katherinc, Frederick
Joseph, and Charles .\nthony. She died on Oct. 27, 1S96. The
second marriage of Mr. Heiken occurred at Louisville. Ky., Feb.
II. 1902, when he chose for his companion Miss
a native of Louisville, and a daughter of Mathias

Lena M. Linden,
and .Mary (Hum-

mel) Linden, natives of Bavaria, Germany. The father died in
Louisville. Dec. 28. 1878, and the mother, "born in 1830, still lives
in Louisville, but is at present a welcome visitor at the home of
her daughter. Mrs. Heiken. Lena M. Linden was educated in the
public schools of Louisville and at St. .-Vnthony's parochial school
in the same city.
Since her marriage with Mr. Heiken, she has
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assisted liini vvitli the office work in connection with iiis extensive
business, as docs, also, his daughter, Miss Marparct, when not engaged with her school duties. The only child born to the second
marriage of Mr. lleiken was Marie, born March lo, 1903. and
died on April 3, of the same year. Mr. Heiken is a member of
the Knights of Columbus, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, and
several social and beneficial societies within the jurisdiction of the
Roman Catholic church, of which the entire family are members.
Heiser, Dr. Edward. The venerable Dr. Heiser has been a
His
familiar figure on the streets of Pottsville for many years.
entire life of seventy-seven years has been spent in Schuylkill
county. He was born in the borough of Schuylkill Haven Sept. 8,

—

1829, and is a son of George and Catherine (Koenig) ?Ieiser. His
father was born in what is now North Manheim township in this
county, but' then in Berks county. He located at Schuylkill Haven
He was a millwright by
in 1830, and died there six years later.
trade, and followed that and contracting and building for the
During the later years of his life the
greater part of his life.
question of the adoption of the public school system created a
great deal of discussion in Manheim township, the majority of the
residents being at first violently opposed to the "pauper schools,"
as that system was then called. George Heiser was one of the few
advocates of the policy of universal education at public expense,
but did not live to see the full fruition of his hopes. He served
several years as a director of the schools in North Manheim. He
was an ardent supporter of the political principles advocated by
Henry Clay, and was a devoted admirer of that great statesman.
His family comprised three sons and four daughters. Dr. Edward
Heiser was educated in the public schools of his youthful days,
but by reason of the then crude system, did not enjoy the educational advantages possessed by the children of the present day.
He was variously employed until he attained his majority, when
he engaged in the livery business at Schuylkill Haven, and also
began a careful and systematic study of his profession. He became well skilled in the diagnosis of diseases peculiar to the domestic animals, and has been engaged in the successful practice
of veterinary medicine and surgery for more than fifty years.
?Ie remained at Schuylkill Haven, engaged in practice and also
dealing in horses and mules, until 1870, in which year he became
proprietor of the Lone Star hotel, between Pottsville and Schuylkill Haven.
This he conducted for two }^ears, when he returned
to his birthplace, and has since confined himself exclusiveh' to his
professional work.
The doctor is well and favorably known
throughout Schuylkill county, and though he has survived the
three-score and ten years allotted to man he is well preserved, and
bids fair to see many more years of usefulness. He enlisted under
the emergency call in 1863, and served during the invasion of the
State.
Dr. Heiser has been twice married, his first wife having
been Isabella Labe, who bore him two sons, Clarence and George.
His second marriage was solemnized in 1868, when he led to the
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Miss Mary

I.<>Kan. a ilatifjlucr

i>f

llciijainiii

I.oKaii,

—

f»f

Leba-

non, I'a., ami to this »inii>n was !)<>rn <inc tlall^;lucr Sarali.
Heiser, Henry James, n wrll-known liusincss man of Mnltanoy
City, was liurn in St. Clair. Schuylkill county. Aur. 12, 1K56, a
son of William ami Lucy .\nn (W'nmcr) llciscr, both natives of
Lfwistown. I'a. I'or a more cxinpli-tc ancestral Itistnry, sec sketch
iti
this
volume.
Rol)crt
Hciscr,
apix-arinp
Henry
of
L.

James
City,

was

cducatcti

in

and has been engaged

in

Ilciser

the public scluiols of
active business in that

Mabanoy
city

for

years.
He now owns and conducts an extensive hardware
business, which has been his principal employment, anrl in which
be has been very successful. .Mr. Heiser is an active Kepublican
in his ])olitical aftiliations. an<l takes more than ordinary interest
in the success of party jirinciples.
lie is also an active member
of the Methodist lipiscopal cluirch and is at present the secretary
of the board of trustees. He was married on ( )ct. to, 18S6, to Miss
Alzina Latham, a daughter of Charles and Ann (lluRbes) Latham,
the former dccease<l. and the mother livinfj in .Mabanoy City.
Two daughters have been born to this union, the elder of whom.
Marian Latham, is a student at South Hroad street school of
music at I'hiladclpbia. and Dorothy (irace is a stmlent in the public schools of Mnbnnny City.
Heiser, Robert Lincoln, a representative of one of the j)rominent pioneer families of Schuylkill county, was born at Preston
He is a member of a
Hill, near Ciirardville, on Aup. 15, 1868.
family of five sons and one daughter now living, born to William
and Lucy .\nn (Womer) Heiser. these parents being natives of
Lewistown, Schuylkill county. Pa. I'oth the paternal and maternal ancestors of this family were among the first settlers of the
territory now known as Last and \\'cst Brunswick townships, on
Their homes were
the southern border of Schuylkill county.
established in the wilderness, many years before the organization
of the county of Schuylkill, and they were identified with the Indian troubles of their time and with the first efforts of civilization.
Later they took up arms in the cause of .American independence,
and served under "Mad .Vnthony" Wayne in the Revolutionary
war. William Heiser. father of the subject of this article, was one
of the first breaker-builders in Schuylkill county, in which busiHe erected most of the earliest
ness he was noted in his day.
coal-breakers in the Schuylkill \'alley and at St. Gair. and was
the inventor of the first mine cage in use. He continued his business successfully until his death, in July. 1874. .\t that time he
was completing his last contract, namely, an addition to the breaker
at St. Nicholas colliery, when a plank fell on his head, killing him
It was his purpose to retire from business on cominstantly.
pletion of this contract.
His widow and his daughter. Miss Bertha
Mary, are living at the old home in Mabanoy City. Henry James,
one of the sons, whose sketch appears more fully under a separate title, is a hardware merchant in Mabanoy City; William John
is vice-president of the Hazle Mountain Coal Company; Benjamin

many
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is
a skilled mechanic, and Elmer Ellsworth is a
The subject of
breaker-builder, all residents of Mahanoy City.
this sketch received the elements of a practical education in the
public schools of Mahanoy City, and this was largely augmented
lie
by the thorough training afforded by the printing office,
learned the "Art Preservative" in the ofiEces of Mahanoy City,
served a number of years as a reporter on metropolitan dailies, and
was appointed to a position in the government printing office in
Washington in 1893. He left this position to accept an appointment in the county controller's office at Pottsville in 1897, but
since Nov. 20, 1899, he has been in the general insurance business
Mr. Heiser was appointed justice of the peace
in Mahanoy City.
on April 5, 1904, and served until the succeeding election. He
was married on Sept. 2, 1898, to Miss Mary Helen, daughter of
Andrew and Esther (Walborn) Frenk, of Mahanoy City. The
only child born to this union is Master Robert Franklin Frenk
Heiser, born Jan. 5, 190Q.
Of the social fraternities, Mr. Heiser
is affiliated with Mahanoy City Lodge, No. 695, Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, the Young Men's Republican club of
Mahanoy City, and Columbia typographical union, No. loi, of

Washington

Washington, D. C.
Held, Rev. Cyrus E., pastor of St. John's Lutheran church of
Shenandoah, was born in Fogelsville, Lehigh county, March 23,
The
1863, a son of Amandus W. and Maria L. (Smith) Held.
parents were both natives of Lehigh county, where the mother is
The father was a manufacturer of bricks and a buildstill living.
ing contractor, besides which he conducted a grain, coal and lumber business. His demise occurred on July 7, 1902. Of the children
born to the parents the subject of this memoir is the second in order
of birth. Richard A., the eldest, a mechanic by vocation, died in November, 1901, in his fortieth year, leaving a wife and child; Franklin J. E. resides in Fogelsville
Albert L. is principal of the high
school at Fullerton Annie M. is the wife of William H. Moore,
of South Allentov,-n John O. is a farmer in Weisenburg township,
Lehigh county; and Edgar G. is a teacher at Tatamy, Northampton
county. Rev. Mr. Held received his preliminary education in the
common schools of Fogelsville and his collegiate and theological
training in Pennsylvania college and theological seminary at Gettysburg. He was granted a degree by the college in 1889 and three"
years later completed the course offered in the seminary.
He
was first licensed to preach the gospel in 1891, and the following
year was ordained by the East Pennsylvania synod at Harrisburg.
The first church he was assigned to was the one at Hamilton,
Monroe county, where he assumed his duties on June i, 1892, and
he retained the charge for three years and nine months.
On
leaving Hamilton he accepted a call to serve Bethany Mission at
Brunswick, Md., and remained two years and nine months, at the
end of which time he was compelled to resign on account of
malaria. His next charge was New Chester, Adams county. Pa.,
where he rendered excellent service for the same length of time
;

;

;
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From New Oicstcr he came to Shniandiiah
nrim.swick.
The orKanizati..n of
nf St. John's church.
charRe
a.sMinuil
anil
Kcv. M.
5, 1870, by
this conKrcnation was effectcil on June
Mahanoy
at
conpreRation
Lutheran
the
pastor
of
ilu-n
Schimpf.
The nu-mbership at the time compriseil some fifteen famiCity.
formerly hcen the
lies' an«l tlu- church which they had u^e^i had
as at

and huildinK
which
the time of the purdiasc served as a church until

property of the disornaiii/ed

were purchased
sttw«l on the lot

IJapti.-^t

at a sheriffs sale,
at

society.

I

lie lot

and the frame

struct\ire

the present edifice was erected at a cost of !?(i,ooo.
.\hout this tinic Rev. J. druhler, who for eifihteen years had been a
missiouarv in the far cast, was installed as pastor and from that time
until Rev! .Mr. llelds assumption he continued in the capacity, his
resignation coming because of age aii<l ill health. The church
roll to-day embraces a membership of about 475 and the .Sunday
school ha.s an avcrape attendance of 160. The societies under the
church domination arc the senior and junior Luther leafjues. with
memberships of 60 and 40. respectively; Herman and linRlish
ladies' ai<l societies of 35 and 40 members, respectively, and the
boys' brigade, a semi-military organi/ati.>n for the teachinp of
)n June 23. \8*)2. Mr. Held married .Miss .\nnie
Rood citizenship.
1873.

when

(

Ueflfner. born in .XJlentown. and a dauRhtcr of Charles 11. and
Caroline llefTner. natives respectively of Lehiph and licrks countwo
Three children have been born to this union, of
ties.
15.

whom

and .Mother child. .Martin Luther,
horn Nov. 7. 1901. clied on April 23. 1903. Mr. Held is a scholarly
broad-minded citizen, and conducts services in both RuRlish and

are living.
cestis

n..

They

born

arc .Annita

May

25.

if</).

May, born Nov.

24.

i8<^4,

The

German. He is always prominently identified with all measures
looking to the betterment of the social and moral status of the
community and is recognized as a leader in public thought.
Helms, Peter D., deputy I'nited States marshal, was born in
Mverstown. Lebanon county. I'a.. June 10, 1843. His early ancestors in this country were natives of Holland, his great-grandfather
emigrating from that country in early pioneer days. This family
settled at Reading. Pa., among the earliest settlers of that locality.
From there they removed to Philadelphia county, thence to Pike
county, where the great-grandfather died. It was this .American
ancestor who changed the name from the original Dutch spelling
bv adding the letter "s." thus rendering the name Helms instead
He was the father of a numerous
of Helm, the original form.
family, one of his sons being Peter, the paternal grandfather of
He was born in Philadelphia
Peter D. Helms, of this sketch.
county, accompanied the parental family to Pike county, but afterward returned to Philadelphia, and spent his life mostly in the
Roth he and
distilling business in Bucks and Lebanon counties.
his father served in the Indian wars of the period in which they
lived.
The grandfather. Peter Helms, died at Mount .-Etna. Pa.,
Peter D. Helms is a son
in 1850. at the age of sixty-two years.
of Peter and Lucy A. (Hirchhold) Helms. The father was born
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Jan. 12, 1816, and remained in tlie locality
In that year he came to Schuylkill
county, crossing the mountains from Myerstown to Pottsville with
teams and wagons, being then in advance of railroad transportay\fter one year's residence in Pottsville, the
tion in the region.
family moved to Philadelphia, where they remained until 1859.
In this year the family home was established at Schuylkill Haven,
where the father followed his trade of merchant tailor. In 1876
they i-emoved to Pottsville, and during the later years of his life
Mr. Helms held the office of jury commissioner and was a justice
He figured conspicuously as an
of the peace for five or six years.
He
official during the historic days of the "Molly Maguires."
died in 1873, and his son, Peter D., succeeded him as jury commissioner, serving through the latter years of Molly Maguireism.
Peter Helms had a family of three sons and one daughter, all of
the former serving with honor in the Civil war. The daughter,
Susan E., the eldest of the family, married Capt. John Chambers,
of Philadelphia. James K. served during the three months' term
in the 6th regiment, Pennsylvania infantry, and reenlisted for three
By reason of meritoyears in Company D, 48th Pennsylvania.
rious conduct he was promoted, successively, from private to the
rank of captain. He was severely wounded, and crippled for the
remainder of his life, at the battle of Petersburg, in 1864. After
the close of the war he served for many years as justice of the
peace in Schuylkill Haven. Jeremiah H. enlisted in 1861 in Company B, 50th Pennsylvania infantry, and was killed in the battle
of Antietam, Md.,Sept. 17, 1862. He was the youngest of the family,
the subject of this sketch being the third in order of birth. Peter
D. Helms was educated in the public schools of Philadelphia, and
began his business career as a liveryman at Schuylkill Haven. He
was also engaged as a canal boatman for a year previous to the
Civil war. He learned the trade of a house and sign painter, paperhanger and decorator, and this has been a favorite business on two
or three occasions during his later life. But, in keeping with the
patriotic record of the family, he enlisted among the first three
years' troops called into service during the rebellion, his enlistment dating from July 30. 1861. His company was at first designated as the "Cameron Dragoons," but later known as Company
H, 5th Pennsylvania cavalry. He served three years in the active
duties required of the cavalry arm of military service was never
absent at roll-call by reason of sickness
escaped disabling
wounds, and was honorably discharged at Petersburg, Va., at the
close of the war. Mr. Helms was on a special detached service
for a few months at Nashville and Chattanooga, Tenn., after which
he settled down to the peaceful vocations of life. He was in the
livery business for a year, when a lucrative position was tendered
to him in the employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Comin

Lebanon county,

i'a.,

of his birthplace until

1852.

;

;

pany, and he was storekeeper and j-ardmaster at Gordon for two
or three years. Resigning this position in 1868. he came to Pottsville and engaged in working at his trade and as a contractor in
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for ciKlitccn yiars, or until ifW). wlicn he established a plant for
the niannfaitnre of butchers' supplies an<l machinery. 'I'his was
a prolitahle business venture which has been coiitinuetl successfully
.\lr.
to the present time, his son now havinj; charjic of the iniluslry.

Helms was one of the organizers of
Power Company in 18S5. and served

tlie

I'ottsville

Steam Meat and

as president of the corporation
during its early years of existence, lie was a|>pointed a trustee
of the State hospital for injured persons in 1887. but resiRned the
position two years later.
He has served many years as a member
of the Pottsville horoURh council, and has always taken an active
In iSfjg. Mr- Helms
interest in the affairs of the town and county.
was appointed deputy I'nitcd States marshal and has since devoted
his entire time to his official ciuties, which necessitate much travel
and almost constant absence from home. It is nothing unusual to
take a trip across the continent in the discharge of bvisiness pertaining to his office. In furtherance of the provisions of the Chinese exclusion act. he once left home with three CTiinamen, took
in others in the towns and cities throuph whicii he pas>>ed, until
he reached Xew (Orleans, when he had ~2. I'rom there he went to
San Francisco, and bv the time he reached there he had three cars
loaded. They were all shipped back to the country from which
they came. This incident illustrates but one of the many unpleasMr.
ant duties connected with the administration of the office.
Helms was married on June 13, 1867, to Miss I'lizabeth, daughter
of Richard ICdwards, of fottsvillc, and six children have been
born to this union, viz: Richard, Jeremiah H.. Lucy A., Peter D.,
Mr. Helms is a member of various
Jr.. Birch and Clinton H.
social and beneficial societies, among which may be mentioned
the Masonic fraternity, the A. Y. M., of which he is a past master,
and the Grand .Vrmy of the Republic, being a past commander in
this semi-military organization.

Henry, Frank Walter, janitor of the Garfield school of Pottsand a iiiembiT of the cabinet-making firm of Henry P.ros.,
was born in the borougli where lie now resifies, .'\ug. 20, 1874. He
is the third in order of birth of the five children of Eflward and
Mary (Speacht) Henry, the others being William E.. Robert C,
Caroline M. and Mary E. The Henry family were among the
early settlers of Schuylkill county, Daniel Henry, the grandfather,
ville.

locating in Pottsville in 1820. Mrs. Daniel Henry wa** a member
of the Bensinger family, who are closely identified with the history of the "Old Red Church." Edward Henry was born in Pottsville on July 2'?<, 1836. and his wife first saw the light of day in
Union township, on March 16. 1842. The father was a carpenter
and followed that vocation all his active life, until his death on
March it. 1899. During the War of the Rebellion he served three
years in Company D. 96th Pennsylvania infantry, and after the
cessation of hostilities he remained in the south until 1868, being
employed as a carpenter. In 1877 he received an appointment as
janitor of the Spark Mountain school and served in the capacity,
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in connection with his carpentcrinf,^ until 1894, when upon the
erection of the Garfield school he was placed in charge of the new
building. The mother died on April 11, 1906, and the four unmarKoljert is
ried children are today occupying the old homestead.
married and engaged in the confectionery business. The subject
of this sketch received his educational advantages in the Pottsville
schools, and when he had completed the courses offered there
learned the carpenter's trade under his father. During his spare hours
he also assisted the father in his duties as janitor, and so was
fully qualified to take up the work when the father's death occurred.
One of the requirements of the position was that the applicant be

a practical carpenter, which Mr. Henry easily fulfilled. Together
with his brother, William E., he carries on a cabinet-making business which is yearly growing in its proportions. Mr. Henry is a
communicant of the Lutheran church and fraternally is associated with the Junior Order of American Mechanics and the PaHe is a skilled workman
triotic Order of the Sons of America.
in his line and is recognized as a worthy, substantial member of

community.

the

was born on the old homestead of the Hepler
His father, Jacob B.
family, in Eldred township, June 6, 1847.
Hepler was born in the same township, and was a son of George
Hepler, who came into the county from Berks in early pioneer
days. George was a son of Casper Hepler, also a pioneer of the
township, and thus the genealogy of four generations of the family
George and Casper Hepler,
is traceable to Schuylkill county.
father and son, were the founders of the family in this county.
They each secured farms in Eldred township, and both died there.
Jacob B. Hepler, father of the subject of this biographical review,
married Hannah, daughter of John and Magdalena (Klutz) Maurer.
They were residents of Eldred township at the time of this marHepler, Jesse,

riage, but Miss Maurer was born in N'orthumberland county.
These young people established a home on the farm where the
subject of this sketch was born, and which he now owns and occupies.

It

comprises 130 acres,

virgin state.

The

and beautifying

now

well-improved, but then in

its

worked very hard all his life in improving
home, and did a great deal of the clearing neces-

father

his

subject to cultivation.
He also erected the farm
buildings, some of which remain to this da)^ as monuments to his
industry. He held many of the township offices, and always took
an active interest in political and religious affairs. The famih^
were Lutherans in religious views, and assisted in establishing the
first churches in the township.
Concerning the children born to
these
parents
the
following record
is
given
Harriet
is
the widow of Peter R. Federoff and now lives at Llewellyn, in this
county; Catherine died in 1857; Rebecca became the wife of
Irwin Boyer, a farmer in Eldred township; John died in 1869;
Amelia is also dead Jesse is subject of this sketch Lydia married
Elias Wetzel, of Eldred township. The father was twice married,
his second wife being a widow named Mrs. Martha Snyder.
No

sary to render

it

:

;

;
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chiUtri-n were b<>ni to ilii^ union, but his vvi<low survives liini.
ami lives in Harry township. Mr. Ili-pUr. of this sketch, has also
been twice niarri'e<l. first in 1^)7. to .Miss Catherine I*. Daniels,
who (lietl in 1885. leaving four children, viz: Ida, wife of Kobcrt
Swank; I'raiicis* a stationary engineer at Lebanon, !'a.. married
Sclinda \Volij;anK: Khner married .May WolffjanK and died in
n;o4. at the ajje of twenty-nine years; Kate lives with her sister
Mr. llepler married' a^ain' in ifWi. his secoiwl wife beiuR
Ida.
Miss Loui.sa Klock. of Xorthumberland county, and two children
have been born to this union: Jesse Raymond, a popular young
teacher ami universal favorite amonn the young people of KIdrcd
Miss
townshii). and Luella May, a popular young lady at home.
Hilda llepler is an adopted daughter in the family. Mr. Ileplcr is
engaged in market gardening, general farming antl fruit raising,
lie has too acres under cultivation, with excellent farm buildings
and improvements. lie owned and oiieraled a saw-mill for .some
ten vears, and was also engage<l in merchandising for a like period.
He has served twenty-one years as a school director: has filled
other offices in the tfuvnship; is a Democrat in political afliliations,
and the family are Lutherans in religious views. The family are
prominent and highly esteemed in the community where they have
spent their lives, and where at least three generations have prc-

ce<led the ])r<.M'nt ones.
Hcpler, John D., of Pitman, .stands as a representative of one of
the honored pioneer families of Schuylkill county and is a citizen

whom is accorded the utmost confidence and esteem. He was
born in FJdred township, June 2-j, 1828, a son of John M. and Filizabcth (Deriger) Hc|)ler, the former of whom was born in ICIdred
township and the latter in Hegins township. The paternal grandfather of the subject of this sketch was John llepler. born in
Berks county. Pa., a son of Casper Heplcr, who came from (Jermany and numbered himself among the pioneers of I'.crks county.
John M. Hepler was reared, educated and passed his enEldred township. He was a successful farmer,
tire
life
in
to

man of deep recitizen,
a
and a clcrg^nian of the Church of God.
He was originally a Democrat but later affiliated with the Republican ])arty and wielded much influence in local affairs. He was one
of the first school directors elected in his native township, where
both he and his wife were held in high regard and whore both
Emanuel,
mentioned: Kate,
here
Their children
are
died.
and Elizabeth are deceased the subject of this sketch was the next
Magdalene is the wife of Levi Schrope Susan,
in order of birth
Rebecca, and Richard are deceased. John D. Heplcr received the
advantages of the somewhat primitive subscription school maintained in the vicinity of his birthplace, in which he was instructed
in both German and English.
He was reared to maturity on the old
home farm, which was heavily timbered at the time when his father
located on the place, having only a small clearing and log buildings
of the pioneer type as the only improvcinents. John D. assisted his
an

honored

ligious

and

influential

convictions

:

:

;
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father in reclaiming the land to cultivation and has ever continued
to make his home in Eldred township, wiierc he owns a finely improved farm and is recognized as one of the leading agriculturists
He has long heen prominent
of this section of his native county.
in local affairs is a stanch Republican in his political proclivities
has held various offices of public trust; has served on the jury for
thirty-one times was tax collector for twenty-eight years assessor
nineteen years school trustee twenty-five years school director
twenty-four years, and township clerk two years. He is one of the
;

;

;

;

;

pillars of the Church of God in Eldred township and has been an
He has also rendered long
elder in the same for twenty-two years.
service as trustee of the church and was its treasurer for a number
of years, being active in all departments of the church work. For
several years past he has lived essentially retired, enjoying the rewards of former years of earnest toil and endeavor. He is well preserved in both physical and mental faculties, is a man of broad information, and takes a lively interest in the questions and issues
Mr. Hepler's first marriage was solemnized in 1848,
of the day.
when he wedded Miss Rebecca Cartman, of Eldred township. She
died in 1862. Concerning the eight children of this union the following
data are given Rachel, now residing with her father, is the widow
of Jeremiah Bishop and has one daughter Henry and Daniel are
twins, the former a prominent farmer of Eldred township and the
latter a resident of South Bend, Ind. Henry has seven children and
Daniel three John, an employe of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company, resides at Shamokin, Pa., and has five children
Emanuel, in charge of his father's homestead farm, married
Lucas and they have four children Lydia is the wife of Samuel
Hornburg and they have six children William, a resident of Shamokin, is likewise an employe of the Philadelphia
Reading Railroad Company, and his children are five in number Rebecca, residing at Pennington, N. J., is the widow of Jacob Hunt and has two
sons. For his second wife Mr. Hepler married Miss Lydia Snyder,
of Northumberland cgunty, and her death occurred in March, 1900.
Four children were born of this marriage Priscilla is the wife of
Richard Hubler, of Ashland, Pa., and thej' have eight children
George is a bachelor and remains at the paternal home and Laura
and Josiah are deceased.
Hepler, William F., who is now living essentially retired on his
:

;

:

;

Emma

;

;

&
;

:

;

farm in Eldred township, bears a name which is known and
honored throughout Schuylkill county and which gave title to the
village of Hepler.
He is a representative of one of the earliest
pioneer families of the county and one which has played well its
part in the development and upbuilding of this section of the state.
William F. Hepler was born on the old Hepler homestead, in Eldred
township, Feb. 6, 1847,. a son of Henr}' Hepler, who was born ^lay
12, 1795, and whose death occurred July 5. 1864.
Henry Hepler
was a son of John Casper Hepler, born May 20, 175 1, and died
Dec. 27, 1816. His wife was born on March 27, 1755, and died on
Jan. 27, 1831. John C. Hepler was the founder of the familv in
fine
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lie wa» lu>rn in Germany, and ii|hmi (.oniinR
Schuylkill coonty.
to America (irst settled in llcrkx loiinty. I*a., wlu'iue lu- removed
to Schuylkill county, antl houfjlit a lar^P tract of wild land ni IJdred
township, where he was one of the first settlers, lie reclaimed a
good farm in the nudst of the forest and hecantc one of the influMe was a zealous member of the
ential citizens of the locality.
Lutheran church. He reared a large family of children and many
of his descendants still remain residents of Schuylkill county.
Henry lleplcr, father of the subject of this sketch, passed his entire life oi\ the old home farm, to whose reclamation he contributed, and was one of the prominent and hojiored citizens of Kldred
township. lie first married Salome IJolcch. who died on I*"eb. lo.
l8i6. The maiden name of his second wife was I£va Kudern, who
was born on July 30, 1797. and died on Feb. 4. 1821. Mis third
marriage was to Elizabeth nunkelbcrger. who was born on Oct.
The fourth marriage was
20, I7<7<>. and who died Sept. 17. 1827.
to Eva W'intzel. of Nortlnimbcriand county, who was born March
No children were born of
19. 1806. and who died .Aug. 19. 1X84.
the first marriage, and the three children of the second marriage
are all deceased. Three chiKlren were bi>rn of the third marriage
and all are now deceased. Of the children of the fourth marLydia and Abbie died later;
riage one died in early chilflhooci
Sarah J. resides in South Dakota Susamia is deceased and William I", is the immediate subject of this sketch. Henry Kepler was
engaged in the tlour and feed business for many years, having
He was
built and operateil what is still known as the Hepler mill.
a man of markefl energy and progrcssiveness and left a definite
imi)ress for good upon the community in which his entire life was
passed.
He was a most zealous member of Zion Evangelical
church and was loyal to all the duties of citizenship, though he
never sought public office. William F. Hepler, whose name introduces this article, was reared to maturity on the old homestead
and his entire active career was one of close and successful identiHis fine farm comprises 250
fication with agricultural jnirsuits.
acres, 200 of which arc under effective cultivation. The buildings
are of substantial and attractive order and the place is recognized as
one of the best farms in the township. In politics Mr. Hepler is a
stalwart advocate of the principles and policies of the Republican
parly and he has served as school director and school supervisor of
He and his family arc members of Zion United
his district.
;

;

;

Evangelical church in Eldred township, and he has long been one
its honored pillars, having served as class-leader and having
been active in all departments of the church work. Mr. Hcplcr's
first marriage was solemnized in 1870. when he wedded Miss Mary
Dunkelberger, of Hegins township, a member of one of the old
and honored families of this section of the state, ^frs. Hepler
was summoned to the life eternal on Dec. 4, 1892, and of her children the following brief record is entered: Monroe, a rural mail
carrier, residing at Pitman, this county, where he was formerly a

of

;
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successful teacher, married Jennie Adams, whose death occurred
in February, 1906; IJenry 'G., a moulder by trade and vocation,
resides at Lansford, Pa., and married Clara Rhodenburger Lizzie
Charles is a sucis the wife of John N. Buffington, of J'iilow, I'a.
cessful farmer of Eldred township; Delia is the wife of Monroe
Manner, of Eldred township; Joseph resides in Girardville, i-'a.
Mamie resides with her brother Monroe; and William F., Jr., has
charge of his father's farm. The second marriage of the subject
of this sketch occurred in 1894, when he wedded Sarah Newgard,
of Eldred township, where she was born and reared.
Hermany, Phaon, M. D., a prominent physician and surgeon in
Mahanoy City, was born in Jacksonville, Lehigh county, Pa., Sept.
i6, 1840, one of a family of eight children born to John and Salome
Hermany, both natives of Lehigh county. The names of these
brothers and sisters are as follows: Mrs. Didama Brobst, born
in 1833; Mrs. Sallie Crietz, born in 1835, and died in 1862; Mrs.
Mary Wuchter, born in 1837; Edwin, born in 1838; Lydia, born in
1842; John, Jr., born in 1844; Martha M., born in 1850. The birthplace of the entire family was at the old homestead in Jacksonville, Lehigh county. Pa., and most of the survivors still reside in
that vicinity. Dr. Hermany was educated at Mount Pleasant seminary, and was graduated in the medical department of the LTniversity of New York, March 3, 1863.
He established himself in
practice in Mahanoy City soon after his graduation, and has been
in continuous practice in Schuylkill county for more than forty
years.
His career has been crowned with success, and as a physician in the county he sustains his standing in the profession. He was
married in Mahanoy City Dec. 6, 1863, to Miss Mary J., daughter
of David and Susan (Lentz) Bowman, and four children have been
born to this union, all located in their native town. They are
Horace David, Robert K., Susan L. B., and Sallie K. B. The eldest daughter is now Mrs. Dyatt.
Robert K. died in 1872. The
family are members of the English Lutheran church.
Dr. Hermany is a Republican in his political affiliations, and though never
an office-seeker, he has alwaj's manifested a strong interest in the
supremacy of Republican principles. He served many years as
deputy county coroner. The doctor has attained high standing in
the councils of Free Masonry, is a member of all the Masonic
bodies, and has passed through all the official stations, except in
the Scottish Rite Consistory of Philadelphia, Pa., to which he belongs.
Of professional societies, he holds membership in the
Schuylkill county medical society, the Pennsylvania state medical
society, the American medical association and the Lehigh countv
;

;

medical societv.
Hess, Charles Elmer, assistant trainmaster of the Philadelphia
& Reading railroad at Palo Alto, was born at Girardville on Aug.
14, 1866, a son of Jacob Wilson and Emma (Wolf) Hess. He is of
Dutch and German descent, his paternal great-grandfather having
come to Bloomsburg, Columbia cou^t^^ where the grandfather,
Jacob Hess, was born. Maternally his lineage is German, his

.'IJ
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grcat-prcat-Krantilatlicr having immi^jrulcti iruni ilu- 1-alluTlaiul
It was in N«>rtluinito Niirtluimlurlaiiil cmiiit) in an early <lay.
Wolf. iIk- Krandfatlur, wa- Imrn.
hrrland county that Jac«>l> (.
LLninia (WOK) llos was Imrn in Li-wishurj; and Jacob Wilson
Hess near m«)»imsl>urg, C«)lumlMa connty. 'Ihc latter clurin^ the
Civil war raised three companies of volunteers for service in the
I'nion army, and was made second lieutenant of the last one, subsequently heinR promoted to the rank of cajUain. He was a f»articipant in the hattles of Antietam and l-reiliTickshurK. ami while
the great struKRie was in progress at tiettysliurg his rcKimcnt was
In |H'>3 he
held in reserve between that town and Ship|)ensburg.
The subject
received an honorable discharge from the service.
of this sketch attended the public schools of Northumberland
county until he was nine years of age and then moved with his
parents to Whitehall, Md. After he had completed a course in the
preparatory school there he went to Ualtimore, where he took a
course in the Maltimore City college and then engaged in pedagogic work for a year. .Xt the end of that period he returned to
Ualtimore and for three years was engaged in the dry gotxN l)usi.

ness.
During his residence in Baltimore he learned telegraphy,
and when he left his position with the dry goods firm it was to go
to Nanticoke. l.uzernc county, I'a., in the employ of the Pennsylvania f^ailroad Company, as an operator. He remained in Nanticoke until Kjoi, when he left to go to Williamsport to accept a

position as chief clerk in the freight office of the Philadelphia &
Reading railway. In the year i<_)Oi he removed to St. Clair, where
he was made yardmaster for the comiiany. .\fter a rather short
service there he was promoted to the position of assistant trainmaster at Palo .Alto, and has since been the efficient incumbent of
On Nov. 24, 1887. Mr. Hess was united in marriage
that office.
Remcr)
to Miss Ada W'ertz, a daughter of William and .Mary
Wertz, of Lewisburg. Hoth Mr. and Mrs. Hess arc members of
the Methodist Episcopal church.
In politics Mr. Mess is associated with the Prohibition party where the tcmj)crancc issue is
involved, but where that question is not paramount he exercises
his right >>f franchise as his conscience and judgment dictate.
Hess, Henry William, sexton of the Odd I'ellows' cemetery at
Shenandoah, was born at Tamaqua, Schuylkill county, Jan. 17, 1855.
His parents, X'alentinc and Elizabeth (Ginter) Hess, were both
natives of (iermany. The father was a soldier during the Civil war
and died at Tamaqua in 1899, the mother having passed away the
preceding year. They were the parents of nine children, of whom
Henry W. is the eldest, and his three sisters live
four are living.
in Philadelphia, where Johanna is the widow of John Stiltz;
Ida is the wife of Charles Icupp and .Annie is the wife of George
Reber. Mr. Hess' mother was a widow at the time of her marriage to his father, and had one daughter, Christine, by a former
marriage. She is now the wife of George Hess, an uncle of the
subject of this sketch.
Henry W. Hess spent his early years in
working about the mines at Tamaqua. In 1872 he came to Shen(

;
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andoah, where he was cmi)loyed in the mines until July 17, 1889,.
when he was a])pointed to 'his present position. No better recommendation of his capability and attention to duty can be presented
chan the mention that his tenure of office is dependent upon the
cemetery committee, which has annually reapjjointed Jiim since
The
T889, and he is now serving his eipfhtccnth year as sexton.
cemetery is the principal one about Shenandoah and is the only
one established for the accommodation of Protestants. The Independent Order of Odd Fellows owns the grounds and the order
attends to the management of the cemetery, which contains about
Mr. Hess
7,000 graves and a number of handsome monuments.
takes pride in his work, as the condition of the grounds will show
even to the casual visitor. On Feb. 20, 1875, Mr. Hess was married to Miss Matilda Stichler, a native of Germany, who came to
this country about the time she was twenty-one years old, accompanied by her aunt Philopena. They have four .sons and three
daughters, all living and all useful members of society. Lena is
the wife of Enoch Davis, superintendent of the Atlantic Oil Company's business at Shenandoah George is a plumber and tinsmith
August Gerhard is fire boss
in that city, doing a good business
at the Keeley Run colliery: he served for six months in the army
during the Spanish-American war; Frederick is employed with his
Lizzie is the wife of John
father in the care of the cemetery
Niswenter, who is engaged in the manufacture of commercial ferThe
tilizers; Ida and Charles are at home with their parents.
residence occupied by the family is owned by the Odd Fellows'
cemetery association and is located on the crest of Locust mounIt is one
tain, on a plateau at the west entrance to the cemetery.
of the most commanding locations in the countv. and from the
door-yard is obtained a beautiful view over the adjoining territory,
showing the mountains, valleys, collieries, villages, etc. Mr. Hess
has been a member of Lodge No. 515, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, for twenty years, arid has always taken a keen interest
in the work of the order.
He is also a member of the Knights of
the Golden Eagle, and with his family belongs to the German
Lutheran church. In politics he is independent.
Hesser, Albert A.," station agent of the Philadelphia & Reading
railroad at Schuylkill Haven, v\'as born in Orwigsburg on June 17,
1842. He is a son of Henry and Rebecca L. (Shoemaker) Hesser,
and comes of good American stock, his grandfather having been
a soldier in the Continental army in the War of the Revolution.
His educational advantages were acquired in the public schools
of Schuylkill Haven, Pa., and his first labor was for the Philadelphia & Reading railroad in 1858 as an office boy. From that position he was promoted to be wood agent, and remained in that
capacity until coal became the fuel for locomotive engines. Then
he was made train despatcher at Cressona. from which position
he rose to be superintendent of the Mine Hill or Reading division
of the road. In 1878 he was transferred to become assistant superintendent of the largest division in the coal fields, known as the
;

;

;
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M.ihanoy ilivi^inn, ;in<l cxlciulmj; from I'ori ( liiiiun to Ncwhiiry
junction.
In a yonr lie li.ul risen to the lull supcrintcmlcncv and
retained it unii! ifWo. That year the road |>assed into the liandi
of receivers and niost of the oflicials from the jiresident down to
the superintendents were relieved, Mr. Hesscr being among the
nnmher. I'rohahly one of the most valuable inventions in use by
the railroad companies to safcpuanl against accident is the derailing switch. The impiortance of the invention can best be realized when it is known that it is in universal use by all the large
railway corporations in the United States and in general use in
European coviiitries. Mr. Ilcsser is the inventor of this device
and tells a rather remarkable story in connection with the conception of the idea embodied in it.
CJn May 15, 187S, a gondola car
loaded with rails was placed on the rear of a colliery track at the
Mount Kagle colliery on the top of Hroad mountain. .\ heavy
grade of five miles extended from the colliery toward Trcniont.
in the evening when the breaker crew attempted to droji the car
a short distance down the track the brake chain gave way and the
car. gaining speed with every yard, rushed madly down the grade
toward Fremont at the base of the mountain. Doubtless it woulil
have caused a fearful destruction of property and possibly a loss
of human life had not its velocity been such that when it struck a
sharp curve a mile west of Tremont it was fortunately derailed.
The inciclent suggested to Mr. Hcsser* the idea of the derailing
switch, and |)ulting his ideas into shape he perfected the device. It
was first tried near the Mount Eagle colliery and since that time
has been installed all over the country. Mr. Ilcsser's present position came to him in 1903.
On May 13, ifWo, was celebrated his
marriage to Miss Alice J. Coxc, and to the union have been born
four children
Henry D., Marion C, Albert A.. Jr., and William
K. The family is allied with the Reformed church in religious
atTairs, but Mr. llesser lends his support to all faiths.
In political
matters Mr. Hesscr is absolutely independent, exercising his right
of franchise for the man he considers best fitted for the office in
question.
He is a man of much resource, sincere integrity and
withal an exemplary citizen.
Higgins, James C, M. D., one of the younger anri most promising members of the medical profession in Schuylkill county, an*! a
resident of Shenandoah, was Ijorn at Tamaqua on Sc[)t. 27, 1873, a
son of John F. and Margaret (Franeyl Higgins. The paternal
grandfather, William Higgins, was a railroad worker in the early
days of transportation in this county, having assisted in the construction of the railroads about Tamaqua. and had the unique
distinction of firing the first locomotive ever operated in the
county. The father was an iron molder by vocation, and although
he followed that occupation during the larger part of his career
he was for a time engaged in the shoe business in Shenandoah.
He was one of the constructors of the engine which hoisted the
stone of which the Philadelphia city hall is built. The mother
was born in Ireland and was a daughter of Martin Franey, for

—
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many years a pruminent rncrcliaiit in Slienatifloah. Both ];arents
arc deceased, the father departing this life in 1893 and the mother
in igoi.
Dr. Higgins is the fifth son in order of bir.th of the ten
children born to his parents. The names of the others are Alice;
William, an undertaker at Mount Carmel; George, station agent
Reading railroad at Shamokin Melissa;
for the Philadelphia
John F., who served four years as a member of the state senate
Nellie; Catherine; Charles, a medical student at Philadelphia; and
Of the total six are married. The subject of this sketch
Julia.
received his preliminary education in the public schools of Shenandoah and attended the high school until he reached his junior
year.
He then took a course in the state normal school at Lock
Haven and studied under private tutors for a number of years
until he took up the study of medicine at the Medico-Chirurgical
college at Philadelphia in igoo. Just prior to his entering the latter
institution, however, he was a clerk in the Shenandoah city colHe was granted his degree of Doctor of
liery for several months.
Medicine in 1904 and for the following year was employed as
an interne in the Medico-Chirurgical hospital at Philadelphia. He
then returned to Shenandoah and established himself in his professional practice, and although he has been located there but a
short time he has met with a cordial and exceptional reception and
He is professionally
has laid the basis of an excellent practice.
identified as a member of the Shenandoah medical society.
On
March 7, 1905, Dr. Higgins married Miss Stella M. Hinch, of
Philadelphia, a daughter of the late William E. Hinch, who for
many years was one of the most prominent business men of the
Quaker City. Mrs. Hinch is a lady of broad culture and many
accomplishments, having received her training in the Notre Dame
seminary of Philadelphia. Both the doctor and his wife are members of the Church of the Annunciation, under the ])aslorate of
Rev. Father O'Reilly. Fraternally Dr. Higgins is associated with
He is a young man of enthusithe Ancient Order of Hibernians.
asm and ambition, and his many friends predict for him a magnificent future.
Hinkley, Frank, a retired machinist and locomotive engineer of
Tamaqua, was born in the city where he now resides on March 4,
The former
1838, a son of Isaac and Catherine (Ruch) Hinkley.
was born in Massachusetts and the latter in Pennsylvania. The
father's birth occurred on July 4, 1800, and his death in 1876. Before the days of railroads he drove the daily stage between Port
Clinton and Tamaqua, covering a distance of forty miles.
Subsequently he had charge of the teams of the Little Schuylkill Railroad Company. The subject of this memoir is the second in order
of birth of the four survivors of twelve children.
James, the eldest, resides in Reading; Margaret is the widow of William Ellis,
of Terre Plaute, and Melista is now Mrs. William Bachelor, also
of Terre Haute. Frank Hinkley attended the common schools of
his native count}' until fourteen years of age. and then for six
years served his time as an apprentice in the machinists' trade.

&
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Tlun for a lime lii" lircil <»n a frciulit locoiimtivc, working' at that
Mis first cnjployinont on tluuntil pix>nu>tc<l to l)c an cngimcr.
railroad was with the I.ittlo Scliiiylkill (. onipany. ami he reinainerl
line with the I'hiladelphia ^ KeailinK after it had ahsorhed
the smaller road until 1892. lie then went with the Mnldwin locomotive works and for five years was the traveling construction
His residence was tiien in Norristown. I'a.,
a^jent of that firm.
for a time, and for two years in Manch Chunk, where he was in
charpe <if the roundhouse. Ahout t'hristmas tinie, i<^i,^, after his
return to Tamatiua, he resiRued from active particijtation in railroad life and has since Riven devoted and most unselfish attention

on the

( )n
to his invalid wife.
Aur. 19, 1858, Mr. Hinkley was unitccl in
marriape to Miss Ksther Davis, horn in Wales on April 14. 1842.
Mrs. Hinkley came to the United States when she was l)\it six
years of ape.
Four children have blessed this luiion. William
Henry, the eldest, is the subject of a sketch in this volume. Albert
I'rancis. like his older brotlier, is a locomotive enpineer on tlie
Philadelphia iSc Kcadinp railroad. Clara I"!lizabeth was born .March
7, 1868. ami dietl Feb. iS. 1874: and Isaac Davis, born Oct. 12.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Hinkley are zealfius
1870. died Jan. 8. 1872.
communicants of tlie Methodist I'^piscopal church, and Mr. Hinkley has been trustee, steward and librarian of the Taniaqvia conprepatitm. Fraternally he is identified with the Free and .\cccpted
Masons. He is a niucii rcspcctefl citizen of the community.
Hinkley, William H., a locomotive cnpineer on the Philadelphia
Kcadinp railroad, whose home is at Tamafjua, was born in
that city on F'^eb. 12. 1859. a son of I*"rank and Fsther (Davis)
Hinkley. .\ sketch of the father appears elsewhere in this volume.
William H. Hinkley attended the public schools of Tamaqua until
he was fifteen years of ape and then accepted a position as fire-

&

man on one of the Philadelphia & Readinp locomotives. .After
three years of service in that capacity he was promoted to the position of enpineer. and since that time has been continuously "at
the throttle."
For more than thirty years he has been a locomotive cnpineer. and eiphteen years of that time has had the same
run.
In eiphteen years he lias lost but eiphteen days" time, part
of which was due to an accident resultinp from a jump from his
locomotive when a careless switchman had left a switch open and
his enpine ran upon the turn table.
.Althouph he is the oldest in
point of service of any enpineer on the Shamokin division he has
been "called up" to the superintendent's office for rej)rimand
fewer times than any other man in the same capacity. f)nl\» one
offense of the kind beinp charped up apainst him.
Mr. Hinkley
has been twice married.
In 1877 he married Miss Louisa McKelvy, dauphter of C. W. and Deborah McKclvy. The father, who
was a paper manufacturer, is deceased, but his widow is still
livinp, an honored resident of Scranton. Pa.
Three chiMrcn were
born to this union, of whom the eldest. Charles F.. is a foreman of
the American Car Company at Picrwick.
He married Miss Elizabeth Filbert, of Hazleton, and they have had two children
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Charles Henry, deceased, and Wilson. (Jeorge Edward, the second
is unmarried, and is engaged in the druK- business at SomerElizabeth Jane is the wife of William Kiercher, a maville.

child,

employed in the Vulcan iron works of 'J'amaqua. They
have one child, Charles F. In January, 1886, death severed Mr.
Hinkley's first union, and on Nov. i, 1888, he led to the altar Miss
Elizabeth Jane Stoffragen, a native of Pottsville and a daughter
Mrs. Hinkley's parents are
of Frederick and Louisa Stoffragen.
among the pioneers of Pottsville and on Aug. 16, 1905, they celebrated their golden wedding. There arc two other daughters in the famThe others are Mrs.
ily besides Mm. Hinkley, who is the eldest.
Jacob lioover, of Mount Carmel, and Miss Carrie, at home. To
Mr. and Mrs. Hinkley has been born one child, Frederick H.
Both parents are members of the Zion English Luthern church
and the father is connected fraternally with Tamaqua Lodge, No.
Harmony Lodge, No. 86, Inde238, Free and Accepted Masons
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, and Pottsville Lodge, No. 49,
Knights of the Golden Eagle.
Hirsh, Edward Mac, the former popular young editor and proprietor of the Tamaqua "Tri-Weekly Recorder," is the youngest
living child of Peter and Elizabeth (Mackey) Hirsh, both natives
of Schuylkill county, and married in Tamaqua, where their
In i860 the father went on a prospecting
lives have been spent.
tour through the far west and south, visiting California, Mexico
and Central America. He is a machinist by occupation, and has
been employed for many years at the Bethlehem (Pa.) steel
works, but retains his residence in Tamaqua. They are the
The
parents of seven children, four of whom are now living.
eldest is Robert H., who founded the Tamaqua Recorder in 1892
and conducted it for ten years, when he sold the plant to his
brother Edward, and is now employed in religious journalism at
Allegheny, Pa. He married Anna Levering, of Philadelphia, and
she died in 1901. Mary and Nellie are young ladies at home, and
chinist

;

the last named is a teacher in the public schools of Tamaqua. The
family are Presbyterians in religious afiiliations.
Edward Mac
Hirsh was educated in the public schools, being a graduate of the
Tamaqua high school. He began his business career as an employe of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company at Tamaqua. This engaged his attention until 1902, when he purchased
the "Recorder," which is a spicy, well-edited journal, having a
liberal home patronage, but which he has recently sold to Joseph
H. Shepp and Earl W. Russell. Mr. Hirsh is a young man of
high social standing in the community, and is regarded as one of
the leading business men in Tamaqua. The founder of the Hirsh
family in America was John Nicholas Hirsh, paternal grandfather
of the subject of this sketch.
He was a native of France, came
to America about 1830, and settled in Tamaqua among the pioneers
of that place.
He was one of the first merchants, was a Roman
Catholic in religious faith and a Democrat in political views. His
marriage to Margaret Smith was blessed with a family of three
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and ihrcc da«RlUcr», the father. Iltlward Mac llirsh. hcinn one
(irandfalhrr llir'-h dictl in 1875 at the
of the three now livinRyears.
ajjc of ciRhtv-thrce
Hock. Conrad. <lcccased. late president <>f the Sailor Planing
Mill and Lnndicr Company, wa.s a native of Dorheini, hy FricdMe was horn May 14. 1S26. ami came to
hurR. liesM". ("lerniany.
the Lnitcd States in iSs^. He was dlncated in his native country,
and more largely by a lifetime spent in careful reading: and pri-

.sons

vate study until he became a man exceptionally well-informed, an
entertaining conversationalist, both in l-'nglish and (lerman. and
was a man against whom no word of re|)roach could truthfully be
lie was a devout Christian who carried his religion into
uttered,
Mr. Hock died at the family
his every-day walk and conversation.
home oil North Second street, after a very brief illness, July 24.
For twelve years after his arrival in rottsville, Conrad
1906.
Hock was employed as a laborer or clerk at the rolling mill. During this time he accumulated sufficient means to build, principally
with his own hands, a very humble home for his family. He told
the writer that the happiest moment of his life was the day that
he moved under his own roof, unpretentious as it was. Mr. Hock
was twice married, first in Cermany. when he wed<led Maria K.
She was a native of Friehlingen, Hesse,
.\ppcl on .\ug. 29. 1850.
Cicrmany. Six sons, "all natives of Pottsville. were born to this
union, viz.: William. John. Henry. George, Conrad K. and Louis,
and all except Henry are residents of Schuylkill county. Mrs.
Hock died July 23. i88,^ and July .y. 1884. M""- Hock was married
In maidenhood she was Miss Cathto the wife who survives him.
erine Schnaeiker, but was a widow named Snyder at the time of
She had a family of three daughters, who are now
this marriage.
the wives of three of Mr. Hock's sons. In i8^>5 the subject of this
article engaged in the lime business at Cressona. an enterprise
which proved profitable from the start. The business has been
enlarged and continued, the father finally retiring from active
work and the sons taking bis place. Storage houses and salesrooms arc located in Pottsville. Mr. Hock was one of the organizing members of the German Reformed church in Pottsville. and
-orvcd more than thirty years as elder and deacon. He was always
in .sympathetic touch with the church of his choice, though liberal
and tolerant toward the religious opinions of others. In p>ilitical
views Mr. Hock was a Democrat, though he always maintained
He
his right to independence in the choice of local candidates.
never aspired to political honors, though he served one term as a
member of the borough council, and was nine years a member of
the school board. He took a decided interest in the principles and
work of Odd Fellowship, and was a past grand of Hayden Lodge,
N'o. 44, of that fraternity. He was also a member and past official of
Wallhalla Lodge of the .A. D. O. H. He was not only a good husband, but also a kind and indulgent father. Domestic in his tastes,
his attention was given to his business, and his greatest happiness
he found In being surrounded by his wife and children. FTe was a

:
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a wortliy citizen, and his loss was dcc[)ly felt in
community where he so long made his home.
Hock, Conrad K., secretary and treasurer of the Sailor Planing
Mill and Lundjer Company, was Ixjrn in Pottsville, i'a., Sept. 4,

good man and
the

He is the fifth in order of birth in a family of six sons born
1865.
to Conrad and Maria (Appel) Hock, natives of Germany and early
The ancestral history appears fully in the
settlers of Pottsville.
personal sketch of Conrad Hock, in this volume. The father died
June 23, 1906, and the mother's death occurred on July 23, 1881.
Conrad K. llock, of this review, was educated in the public schools
lie folof Pottsville and learned the printers' trade in his youth,
lowed this trade for some ten years in early manhood, subsequently
becoming interested in the firm with which he has been connected
as secretary and treasurer for the last twelve years, and of -which
The Sailor
his father was president at the time of his death.
Planing Mill and Lumber Company are extensive manufacturers
of, and dealers in, all kinds of mill work, lumber, paints,, builders'
hardware, and supplies. It is one of the long-established and sucMr. Hock was married
cessful business institutions of Pottsville.
on Dec. 5, 1893, to Miss Helena, daughter of Frederick and Catherine Snyder, of Minersville, Pa., and they have four children
Kathryn, born June 28, 1895; Robert, born July 29, 1896; Helen,
born Nov. 13, 1898, and Norman, born May 4, 1900.
Hock, John, a representative of a well-known Pottsville family,
was born on Dec. 26, i860, and is a son of the late Conrad Plock,
whose personal sketch appears fully under the proper title in this
volume. The history of the Hock family appears in the same connection.
The subject of this sketch was educated in the public
schools of Pottsville was employed in his father's business during
his early manhood years, and took charge of the same on the retirement of his father in 1882. From that date until 1901 he gave
his exclusive attention to the production and sale of lime, and in,
the year last written he established his present business at Jalappa, which includes the handling of the necessary grains and
the preparation and sale of malt. The output of his establishment
is large, and the products are sold in distant localities, as well as
in supplying a good local demand.
Mr. Flock was married to Aliss
Carrie A. Kienzle, a daughter of Andrew and Caroline M. (Moser)
Kienzle, of Pottsville. This was a most happy union, blessed with
the birth of two daughters and two sons, the eldest of whom is
Cora Mea, now the wife of Harry Nagle, of Pottsville. She was
born May 4, 1886 Augusta Caroline was born Jan. 22, 1888 Harold John was born June 7, 1892, and Douglass David was born
Aug. 17, 1900. Mrs. Hock died on Sept 28, 1904, and on June 19.
1907, he contracted a second marriage, being united to Mrs. Carrie
Lennick. of Pottsville.
Mr. Hock and family are members of
Trinity Lutheran church. In political views he is a Democrat, but
has never sought or held official position^. Mr. Hock is prominently identified with the Masonic fraternity, having taken all the
subordinate degrees from the "Blue Lodge" to the Mystic Shrine.
;

;
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His par.\nnftta (Kbliort) Hoepstinc. were both native
I'cnnsylvanians, the former of llerks an»l the latter of .Sclinylkill
Prior to the Civil war the fatiier fi>llinveci the tra<le of
county.
He serve<l for over three years in the
sasli-maker in Totlsvillc.
I'nion army as a meml>er of Company .\. </ith Pennsylvania volunteer infantry. lakinR part in practically all the hattles in which
.At the expiration of his term he was
his repiment was cnRaKetl.
honoral)ly ilischarpcfl. returneii to I'ottsville, where he married
and was for twenty-seven years in the employ of the I'liiladeljihia
& Reading Coal and Iron Company. In 1905 he retired from this
position and entered the soldiers' home at Krie. Pa., where he is
now livinp. He is a member <if the I'nioii \etcran l.e^i'^n and
Post No. 23. Grand .\rmy of the Kepul)lic. of Poftsville. and belongs to the German Lutheran church. The children of Janus \V.
and .\nnctta Hoepstine that prew to maturity were James \V.,
Charles. Louis. Jacob. Lucy and lulward. James \V. Hoepstinc.
the subject of this sketch, was educated in the I'ottsville public
schools and was for twenty-one years in the employ of the I'hiladelphia iS: Rcadinp Coal and Iron Company, leaving that company
on .\pril 19. 1007. to accept his present position. On Feb. 5, i8<^.
he enlisted in the Pennsylvania National Guard; in May. 1S91.
was made corporal was elected second lieutenant in the Pennsylvania volunteer infantry on May 9. if^jS. for service in the .*spanish-American war, and was mustcrerl out with that rank on March
Upon his return home he was elected first lieutenant in
7. 1899.
the National Guard and on Oct. 18. 1902. was elected captain of
Company H. 8th repiment. which office ho still holds. He is a
member of Pottsville .Aerie. No. 134. Fraternal Orrler of liaplcs,
and the Humane Steam Fire Company, of which he has been a
member for thirteen years. From May. 1904. to May. 1903. he
held the position of chief of the Pottsville fire department. Politically he is a Republican.
On May 18. 1S94. .Mr. Hoepstine married
Miss Emma, dauphter of John Creary, of Pottsville. and they have
one daupbter. named Ethel.
Hoffman, Charles P., a public-spirited and progressive business
man of Pottsville, was born in Fricdcnsburp. P.erks county. Pa..
Sept. 20, 1866. a son of Rev. P. A. Hoffman, a minister in the Reformed church, who spent his entire life in the ministry, principally in the ser\icc of the church at Reading, where he died June
He was born at Cherryville, Northampton county, Pa.,
30. 1890.
and his wife, who was in maidenhood Miss .Aravesta M. Piodder.
was born at Bethlehem, in the same county. She is now livinp in
Reading. These were the parents of five children, all living, and
engaged in life's struggles on their own account. Charles P., of
this article, is the eldest Willard is chief engineer with the Deppen
Brewing Company in Reading; J. Lange is employed with the
at
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Chicago; Uertha is the wife of 'Jliomas
is an expert carpet man in the
ikrbert
Payne, of Reading, and C.

White Steamer Company

in

employ of The G. M. liritton Company, of Pottsville. Charles P.
Hoffman was educated in the Friedensburg public schools, Oley
academy, a private school in Bethlehem, and is a graduate of the
Reading high school, having graduated with class honors as class
He studied law for some time, but abandoned the profesorator.
sion after his marriage, and has spent his mature years principally
He was for eighteen years in the employ
in mercantile pursuits.
of the firm of Gateley & Britton, and since the death of the senior
partner of that firm has been with the successors, The G. M. Britton Company. This company was organized in 1904, since which
time Mr. Hoffman has been the secretary and general manager.
They deal extensively in all kinds of house furnishings, and operate
Mr. Hofifgeneral department stores at Reading and Pottsville.
man began his mercantile career as a collector, and has gradually
ascended the scale until he has attained the highest and most important position within the gift of mercantile employers. He has
been a resident of Pottsville since 1894, and has established high
social and business relations with the leading people of the place.
He has reached that point in civic life where his suggestions and
help are sought and considered in all matters pertaining to the
good of the town and its people. He was one of the moving spirits
in formulating and systematizing the "Old Home Week" celebration in Pottsville, a demonstration which will be long remembered
Mr. Hoffman was
as the leading event in the history of the town.
the general chairman of the committees, and to him is due much
He is also
of the credit for the grand success of the occasion.
chairman of the Pottsville civic society, having in view the promotion of enterprises calculated to benefit the material growth
and prosperity of the town is president of the ^Merchants' protecis a moving spirit in
tive association of Pottsville and vicinity
the Commercial club a member of the Pottsville club, also of the
West End Fire Company. He sustains high rank in the Masonic
fraternity, his initial membership being with Reading Lodge, No.
549, Free and Accepted Masons, of which he is a past master;
Reading Chapter, No. 152, Royal Arch Masons; De Molay Commandery. No. g, Knights Templars, of which he is past commander,
and is a charter member of Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order,
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is also a member of the
Schuylkill county historical society and of the board of control of
the 3d regiment band. He is a Republican in political affiliations,
and served eight or nine years as a member of the Reading election
board. Mr. Hoffman was married on April 9, 1885. to Miss Sue
E., daughter of Franklin and Amelia Bickley, of Reading.
Her
parents are both deceased.
Mrs. Hoffman was graduated from
the Reading high school in the same class as her husband. The
only children of Mr. and Mrs. Hoffman, Belle and Elsie, died in
infancy.
The family are communicants in the Reformed church,
;

;

;
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HofTman, Frank J., the jnmur nu-inlicr i>( llu- lirm i>i liiohd
lloUin.in. null haul tailors and clollncrs at f'nttsvillr. a linn which
though younj; in years alrcaily takes hijjh rank ainon^; the places
of trade in Sclniylkill's county seat, is a native i>i the county in
which a larpc part of his hfe has been spent, lie was lK>rn in
on Jnly '». iJ^/.S. Iiis parents UeinR William and Mary
The father was a native of Schuylkill
(VVcrtensohn) llolTnian.
township, this oninty. and the mother was horn at sea. of tierman parents, who at the time were on their immiRraliim voyage
to .America.
Her parents were Martin and .Margaret W'crtensohn,
and U|n>n their arrival in .America they became pioneer settlers in
William llolTman. tin- father of the subject of this
.Middleport.
review, was a cigar manufacturer, and he followed that occupation
lie rearc<l to maat Patterson for twenty years, until his death.
turity a family of five children, of whom Frank J. i"- the immediate
subject of this memoir; Mary is the wife of Henry Schlitzer; Margaret is the wife of Fred J. Drobcl. nuntioncd more at length on
another page; l*"red and William. l-"rank J. liolTman was reared
in Patterson until he had reached the age of sixteen years. an<l was
educated in the public schools of that place and at Pottsvillc. lie
came to Pottsville in 1891. and was there employed as a clerk in
various stores until Jan. i. 1907. when, in company with his
brother-in-law. Fred J. Drobcl. he becainc established in business
for himself, under the firm name of Drobel & Hoffman, merchant
tailors and up-to-date clothiers.
He was marriefl on Jan. 20. 1904.
to Mardina. daughter of Fred and .Mary (.Schaefer) .'^chcnck. of
Pottsville.
.Mr. HofTman is a member r>f St. John's Roman CathoKcpublican
lic church and his political affiliations are with the
MidilIeiM>rt

party.

Hoffman, George E., deceased, was a prominent merchant of
Cressona. from \S<x> until 1905. He was a son of Jacob HofTman
and Catherine P.ensing. whose mother was a "Dreher," and a
grandson of Cornelius HofTman and Elizabeth Alspach. who settled on land in West Brunswick township after the Revolutionary
war. Cornelius HofTman came from Switzerland to .America before the Revolution began
enlisted at Philadelphia and served
throughout the war was made one of the body-guartl of Gen.
(leorge Washington and was with him when he crossed the Delaware. A sword presented to him by General Washington is still
in the possession of a member of the family.
George V.. HofTman.
the subject of this sketch, was born at r)rwigsburg Feb. 9. 1S33.
and began his business career in a store at Cressona in 185.^ Fn
1S54 he was employed by John S. .Morris, a merchant at Pottsville:
joined the W^ashington artillerist military company, but resignerl
in order to give full attention to the business in which he embarked at Cressona in June. i860. On .Sept. 20, i860, he married
Miss Anna R.. daughter of John I^. and Hannah Jones Cunningham Morris, and a granddauchter of Samuel anrl Mary Levering
O'Connor (who was bom at Philadelphia, in 1778. being a daughter
of Paul O'Connor and Margaret Levering). Mrs. Hoffman's ma;

;
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ternal graiulp;irciils wen- Nalliaiiicl L'lniningliani and Mary Jones,
the latter lieing a dauKlUer of Col. Jonathan Jones, of Revolutionary fame, who willi John Morris and John iJavis owned the

land on which the almshouse at Reading is huilt, and all three
were ancestors of Mrs. Hoffman. In Novemher, 1864, Mr. Hoffman
purchased the stock of merchant William Nammers, who was ahout
leaving Cressona, Mr. Samuel Morris purchasing the property, lie
also had the postoffice transferred and was postmaster for a number of years. In 1876 Mr. liofifman purchased the property from
He was school director for a number of terms.
Mr. Morris.
George E. Hoffman died at his daughter's home at Denison. la.,
Aug. 21, 1905. leaving a widow and five children. The eldest,
Samuel Morris, is deceased; John Louis is a practicing physician
at Ashland; Alice Rebecca married Harlowe A. Boyle, M. \>., a
son of Maj. John Alexander Boyle of the Civil war; Harry Leslie
is an artist in New York city, and Lucy Brewster is the wife of
William Wilson McCloy of Virginia. Mr. Hoffman was an intensely religious man and for more than twenty years was a member of the Evangelical church and superintendent of the Sunday
Subsequently he joined the Methodist Episcopal church
school.
and was superintendent of the Sunday school until his failing
After his death the general merhealth caused his resignation.
chandise business which he had been conducting was taken charge
of by his son-in-law, Capt. William W. McCIoy. Captain McCloy
is a son of William J. and Elizabeth F. (Storrs) McCloy, the for-

of whom was a first lieutenant in the 15th Virginia Confederate infantry during the Civil war. Captain McCloy was a member of Company B, 24th Virginia Confederate cavalry, and participated in the battles of Fairfax Court House, Charles City Court
House, the Wilderness, Spottsylvania Court House, Cold Harbor,
Deep Bottom, Richmond and others. He was one of the escort witli
the body of Gen. "Stonewall" Jackson after the latter was killed
at Chancellorsville, and remained with it while it lay in state in
Richmond. After the war Captain McCloy was engaged as a civil
engineer until 1904, when he located in Cressona and embarked
He married Lucy B. Hoffman
in business with Mr. Hoffman.
June 12, igoo. and has one son, I^ewis Morris, living in Cressona.
Hoffman, J. Louis, M. D. The following excellent sketch of
Dr. J- Louis HofTman appears in the Cyclopaedia of .Schuylkill
County, and as but little change has occurred in the family historv
since the date of the article quoted, we give it here in full.
On
the paternal side, he is of German lineage, being a direct descendant of the family bearing the same name in Halle, Prussia, who
have been connected with medicine since 1460, the most famous
member of which, Frederick Hoffman (1660-1742), was one of
the founders of the Halle university in 1693. He was its first professor of the theory and practice of medicine, a position which
he held from the founding of the institution until his death, with
the exception of four years, from 1708 to 1712, when he was the
royal physician at Berlin. His grandson. Cornelius Hoffman, emi-
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American colonies in 1768, and
t<» the
the Sclniylkill. hilow the |)rescnt site of IVittstuvvn,
from which place he entered the service of his adopted inmitry as
a captain in Colonel Majiraw's 6th Pennsylvania reninient, Second
hrijjade of the Colonial Line, in I7"'>, and was with \\'ashin>jton
when he crossed the Delaware and stirprised anil capture<l the
Hessians at Trenton. Mis sword is an heirloom in the family. After
the close of the war ioT Inclependence in 17s,?. he took up his residence in ISninswick township (then I'.erks county), on the present
site of ( )rwi};shnrK, and followed the pursuits of a farmer during;
the remainder of his life. His son jacoh retained possession of the
oripinal homestead and married Kate Bcnsingcr, and these were
the paternal grandparents of Dr. J. Louis llotTman, of this sketch.
Concerninjj the parents of Dr. Hoffman jiroper mention is ma<le
The
in the precedinR memoir of his father, (ieorfje K. Hoffman.
founder of his mother's family on .Xmerican soil was Richard
Morris, who was an officer of distinction in the armies of
He left England soon after the Restoration
Oliver Cromwell.
and eventually landed in New York, where he purchased a large
Suhser|uently he
estate near Harlem, in Westchester county.
ohtaincd a grant from Governor Fletcher through the provisions of which his estate of more than ,^,000 acres was erected
into .1 manor under the name of Morrisania," and it was endowed
He fliefl in i'>73,
with all the customary memorial i>rivileges.
leaving an infant child named Lewis, who hecame chief justice of
the Province of New York, and governor of \ew jersey. Descendants of this ancestor have occupied vcrv distinguished positions
They have hcen noted as
in the history of states and the nation.
orators, statesincn antl ]>rofessional men. and had a representative
of the Colonial Congress and a signer of the Declaration of Independence. John S. Morris, the great-grandson of Richard, and
grandfather of Dr. Hoffman, was horn at Reafling. I'a.. in 181 1.
and died in Pottsville in 18S7. He located in the last naincd place
in 1S30. and spent his active years in merchandising.
He was a
public-spirited citizen, active and zealous in the promotion of every
enterprise calculated to enhance the interests of the country. Dr.
Hoffman is a member of a family of five children who attained to
He was educated, primarily, in the public
years of maturity.
schools of Crcssona. This was later supplemented liy a scientific
course at the University of Pennsylvania, from which institution
he received the degree of P.achelor of Science. In pre|)aration for
his professional career he was a student for two years in the office
of Dr. Fegley. at Ashland, from whose office he entered the merlical department of the L'niversity of Pennsylvania, and was graduated with the class of 1886.
He was resident physician in St.
Luke's hospital. South Bethlehem. Pa., for two years after his
graduation, and was subsequently associated with the Fifth Street
dispensary and the Dut-Door department of the Pennsylvania
hospital, at Philadelphia, thence to Ashland in this county.
The
doctor has been successful as a general practitioner of medicine
grated from Switzerland
located on

;
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keeps abreast ol' tlie unward iiiareh uf tliu \)T0with the medical societies of the county and
state, a member of the American medical as.sociation, of which he
is an ex-president, and an active participant in their deliberations.
He i.s a Republican in political sentiments and a Lutheran in religious views, and has been choir master of .St. James' Lutheran
church for sixteen years. Of the social fraternities, he holds membership in the Patriotic Order of Sons of y\merica, of which he is
a past president in his camp; a member of the Royal Arcanum, and
has been its medical examiner since its organization; medical examiner of the Schuylkill Aerie, No. 524, Fraternal Order of Eagles
a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of Pottsville from the time of its organization until the institution of the
Ashland Lodge in 1898, when he affiliated with the home body, of
which he is now lecturing knight. He is master of Ashland Lodge,
No. 294, Free and. Accepted Masons is past high priest of Griscom
Chapter, No. 219, Royal Arch Masons; is generalissimo of Prince
of Peace Commandery, No. 39, Knights Templars is a thirty-second degree member of Williamsport Consistory, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite Masons; and belongs to Rajah Temple, Ancient Arabic Order, Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Reading
Pa. is president of the Washington Hall association vice-president and director of the Miners' and Laborers' saving fund a
director of the Locust Mountain saving fund of Ashland, Pa. and
^tna.
is examiner for the following life insurance companies
Equitable, Fidelity, Hartford Mutual of Connecticut, Mutual Life
of New York, Mutual Life of Newark, N. J., Philadelphia Mutual,
Manhattan, New England Mutual, Security Trust, of Binghamton, N. Y., Security Trust of New York City, Sun of Montreal.
Travellers, Germania, Washington Life of New York, and Capital of

and

He

.surgery.

fession,

and

is

allied

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

Philadelphia.

Holland, David A., M. D., a practicing physician and surgeon in
City, was born in Alahanoy township, Sept. i, 18S1, a
son of Michael and Mary (Washington) Holland, natives of Ireland. They had a family of six sons and one daughter, Dr. David
A. being the youngest son. The names in order of birth are John,
Mark, Thomas, Michael, Patrick, David A. and Bridget. The
sister died on May 30, 1887.
Dr. Holland was educated in the
public schools of Mahanoy township and Mahanoy Cit}', and was
graduated in the Mahanoy high school with the class of 1898. He
then took up the study of medicine at the Medico-Chirurgical college in Philadelphia and was graduated in the class of 1903.
He
began" practice in Mahanoy City immediately after graduation, and
has been accorded a liberal patronage, having established a good
practice among the friends and associates of his lifetime.
The
doctor is a member of the Schuylkill count}- medical societv, and
of the fraternal orders he belongs to the Fraternal Order of
Eagles, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Independent
Order of Foresters, Ancient Order of Hibernians and Knights of
Columbus, and the Father Matthew Pioneers, the latter being a
15— Vol. II
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(Gill) Clcary, of Mahanoy City.
J. anil Mary
affiliations of tlic Holland and Clcary families arc with the Roman
U.

Catholic church.

Holmes. Col. William H., editor and proprietor of the spicv little
weekly pajier known as 'Splinters.' at -St. Clair, was horn In that
borough .\()ril 4. i.*<50. a son of jnhn an<i Kosanna Holmes, early
residents of St. Clair. lie was etlucaled in the public schools of
his native borough, graduated at the First Pennsylvania normal
school, and began his business career in mercantile pursuits by
opening a store for the sale of stationery, books, \vall-i)apcr. noBut one of tlie printions, etc.. which he now owns and operates.
cipal features of his business life has been in contract work in
painting and decorating. This has been a source of good revenue,
to which is added the income from his printing establishment in
connection with the publication of his newspa()er. the office being
thoroughly equipped for job work of all kinds. For many years
past Mr. Holmes has been interested in military afTairs. and has
worked his way to a position of prominence in the National (iuard
of I'ennsylvania. He began his military career in 1875; was major
of a regiment during the .Spanish-.'Vmerican war; and is now the
lieutenant-colonel of the 8th regiment. National (iuard of I'liinsvlvania.
Mr. Holmes is a stockholder and director in the Citizens" bank of St. Clair, and is otherwise interested in the development of business and social affairs in the borough. He was married Nov. II. 1877, to Miss Marie Belle Phipps. a daughter of W'illiam and Philena (Pyle) Phipps, of West Chester, Pa., and two
children were born to this union, the elder of whom is now Mrs.
A. \'. Werner, and W. Norman is a young man at college. Colonel
Holmes is a member of Camp No. 75, Patriotic Order of Sons of
.America, and of the Alert Fire Company, being a charter member
in both organizations.
He is a Republican in political affiliations;
takes an active interest in political affairs; has served four years
as president of the borough council, and nine years as a member
of the school board.
His parental home was established in .St.
Clair in 1840. when his father located there as a coal operator and
prospector and opened up the large vein which has since been
designated as "The Holmes Vein" in reports and publications pertaining to the mines in this section of the anthracite coal regions.
He established numerous other workings, and was the inventor of
several useful mine machines which are still in every-day use
about the mines.
The Holmes family adhere to the religious
teaching of the great Quaker founder of the State of Pennsylvania.
Horn, WUliam, justice of the peace of Sheppton and a prominent
real estate dealer of the borough, was born in 1840 at Pine Grove,
a son of Daniel and Susannah fFager) Horn.
He attended the
public schools of Tamaqua and I.lcwcllyn until he was twelve

nior.kAi'liiCAL
years of age and then started out
cm])loynient as water boy for a
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earn

gang

of

liis

own

living,

finding

trackmen building

llie

railroad, then known as the Little Schuylkill r(Kid.
After a time he came to be a trackman and continued
Then tlie
in that capacity until he reached his twenty-first year.
somber cloud of war was hovering over tlie horizon of national
unity and President Lincoln issued a call for 75,00.) volunteers.
company known locally as the Scott Rifles was organized at
Tamacpia and when mustered into the service of the I'nited States
government became Company C, loth Pennsylvania infantry. Mr.

INiiladclphia

Reading

A

Horn was a member of the company and at the close of the ninety
days for which he had volunteered he re-enlisted, in Company H,
96th Pennsylvania infantry, taking a three weeks' furlough meantime.
Captain Plipple was the first leader of the compaiiy, but
subsecpiently he resigned and Henry Royer became captain. The
left Pottsville on Nov. 8, 1861, proceeded by way of
Cordon Plain and Shamokin to Washington, D. C, and thence
It was then moved across the
into camp at Ijladensburg, Md.
Long bridge into Virginia beyond Fairfax seminary. Henry L.

regiment

Cake,

colonel

of

the

regiment,

named

the

new

location

Camp

Northumberland, in honor of his home county. Picket duty had
been the chief work of the organization up to this time, but it left
shortl)^ after by boat for Fortress Monroe, and after the evacuation of Yorktown the 96th went up the York river to West Point,
where a slight skirmish occurred with the Confederate rear-guard.
From West Point it proceeded to White House Landing, and then
participated with McClellan in the Peninsular campaign. On June
27, 1862, it formed the extreme right of the Federal line at Gaines'
Mill, and the following day supported the batteries at White Oak
swamp. At Malvern Hill it again had the extreme right of the
line and with the rest of the army fell back when that engagement was over. After participating in the second battle of Bull
Run the brigade to which the 96th had been assigned was moved
to help intercept the Confederate movement into Maryland.
On
September 14 was fought the battle of South Mountain and in the
charge which was so gallantly made up the slope with the final
result of a decisive Federal victory, Mr. Horn received a severe
gunshot wound in the breast. After three months in the hospital
he was discharged, but his wound incapacitated him for further
military service and he returned to Tamaqua. There, in 1863, he
married Miss Margaret Van Plorn and shorth- afterward moved

Mahanoy City. He is the father of four children, all of whom
are living Ella, William F., Bessie and Leo D.
At Mahanoy
City he had a position as foreman for the Philadelphia & Reading
Coal and Iron Company, but the wound received in the service
of his country still troubled him and he was compelled to resign.
He then purchased a beautiful farm in the Catawissa valley, where
'for a number of years he followed agricultural pursuits.
Subsequently he removed to Sheppton to engage in the real estate business and was shortly afterward elected justice of the peace.
Of
to
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this latter |)o»ition he has l»ocn the incumbent for more than twenty
years now, ami at cacli dcctinn is ajjain hnmind hy reliMition in

In politics he is a stanch Uipulilican, ami aside Irom
tlu- ofticr.
lie ami the family
his nftice as justice has luen deputy coroner,
are all members of the llvnnj;eiical church of 'ramaciua. and Mr.

associated with the SluMiandoah |x>st of the irand .\rmy
Republic. By his sincerity of purjH)se, kindly, hearty manner and his general worth he has won for himself an enviable
place in the hearts of his fellow-citizens.
Housenick. John S.. manager of the Shenandoah house of .Armour iV Co., wholesale meat and provision dealers, was born in
lie is the secHliMimsburj,', Colund)ia county. I'a.. Sept. to. 1.S67.
ond of eipht children born to M. L. and .\nna Housenick. and the
Elizabeth, the first-born, married 1'.. 15.
oldest one now living.
I'reas and died at the age of twenty-six years; Fannie is the wife
of Frank J. Long, of Berwick, local auditor for the American Car
an<l Foundry Company; Kzra, John S. and Charles arc partners
.\tta is the wife of l-'red
in a mercantile establisiiment in Berwick
W'aslev. a druggist in Shenandoah; and Ruth is at home with her
parents, who now live in I'.erwick, the father being a retired merchant. After attending the I'.erwick schools and gra<luating in ihe
high school, John S. Housenick took a course in a business college
On Sept.
in Philadelphia and remained in that city for five years.
I.
1890. he came to Shenandoah, where he engaged in the manufacture of hats and caps in coimection with J. ^I. Robbins, under
the tirm name of Robbins & Housenick, afterwards known as the
Shenandoah Manufacturing Company. In May, i8«)7, he closed
out his interest in this business aiul became cashier for .\rmour
& C^o. Two years later he was made manager of the Shenandoah
branch, which employs over twenty men and handles a large
Mr. Housenick was
quantity of dressed meats and provisions.
one of the organizers of the Shenandoah Trust Company, and is
now one of the directors of that institution. He is also a direct<^r
in the Schuylkill Railway Company.
He is prominent in Masonic

Horn

of

is

(

tltc

;

being a member of .Shenandoah Lodge, \o. 511. Free and
.\cce]ncd Masons: .Xshland Chapter, Royal .Vrch .Masons, and
.\shland Commandery. Knights Templars.
In his jK>litics he is
independent, and with his wife belongs to the Methodist Fpiscopal
church. On June 3, 1891, Mr. Housenick and Miss .\nna Thompson, of Berwick, were united in marriage. She is the daughter of
Joseph and Mary Thompson, old residents of Berwick, where her
father was engaijcd in business until he retired.
He is now deceased, and his wife died June 10. I'jo", aged 74 years. Hugh Thompson,
the only other member of the family, is now in business in Berwick. To Mr. and Mrs. Housenick have been born three dau.ghters, viz: Mary J., Elizabeth E., and Helen K. Whatever degree of
success that ^Ir. Housenick has accomplished has been through
his own industry and methodical habits, and it is a compliment
to his ability and character that a great concern like Armour &
Co. should have selected him for promotion. In this age of great
circles,
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nine, kAI'llH'Al.

tlicsc organizations arc on the hjokout
good men, and no better testimony to the general qualifications
of John S. llousenick is necessary than the fact that he is manager
for one of the largest packing houses in the world, a position that

corporations the officials of
lor

he has filled for nearly ten years to the evident satisfaction of his
employers.
Hubler, George W., head of the shoe manufacluring firm in
Adamsdale, was born at i'ine Grove, this county, feb. i8, 1868.
He is a son of Peter and Fietta (Wagner) ILubler. The father was
a farmer and in the lumber business and died while still a young
man, leaving two sons and two daughters. The other son is
Charles H., a shoe manufacturer of Philadelphia, Pa., and the
daughters are Sallie E., wife of A. H. Prenzel, a manufacturer of
shoes at Plalifax; and Annie R., wife of J. H. Adams, of OrwigsThe
huvg. a hardware salesman in the employ of J. H. Long.

mother is still living on the old homestead at Orwigsburg, Pa.,
where Mr. and Mrs. Adams make their home with her. The subject of this sketch received a common school education in the
schools of Landingville and Orwigsburg and at the age of thirteen
started in to learn the business of making shoes, in the factory of
He started in as a finisher
A. E. Brown & Co. at Orwigsburg.
and worked up through the various departments until he had
completely mastered the industry, and in 1891 became associated
with Mr. George Adams, of Adamsdale, in the same business, as
general manager. This relationship was continued until January,
1901, when Mr. Adams' death caused a reorganization of the concern, which was then incorporated into a stock company with Mr.
Hubler as president and general manager F. P. Adams as vicepresident and J. H. Adams as secretarj' and treasurer and assistant general manager. The business is on a paying basis and the
output increases from year to year. On March 25, 1894, Mr. Hubler married Miss Carrie L. Beck, daughter of John C. and Emma
To this union has been born
C. (Becker) Beck, of Orwigsburg.
one son, George Harold, now ten years of age. The family are all
members of St. Paul's Lutheran church of Orwigsburg. and Mr.
Hubler is one of the deacons. In politics he is a stanch believer
in the principles of Jeffersonian Democracy, but has never held
nor aspired to public office. Fraternally he is associated with the
Orwigsburg Lodge, No. 157, Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
and Camp No. 86, Patriotic Order of Sons of America.
Hummel, D. F., M. D., a physician of Gilberton. is a native of
;

;

Hummelstown, Dauphin

count)-. Pa., where he was born Nov. .-^o,
and Anna Elizabeth (Fox) Hinnmel. who
are descended from old Pennsylvania stock, the village of Hummelstown having been named in 1738 for Frederick Hummel, the

1872, a son of Henrj'

great-grandfather of the subject of this sketch. Dr. D. F. Hummel was reared in Hummelstown, in whose elementarv and high
schools he received his early education, having graduated from the
high school with the class of 1889. He later matriculated in the
Philadelphia college of pharmac}', at which he graduated in 1895,

:
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time was cdk^KC*!

>» tl«-* (IruK busincAM, after wliicli, liavpractice of mcilicinc lii» life w<irk, lie
entered the Mcilico-t ltirur);ical college nf I'liil.ulelpliia. ir>m\ which
iiotitutioi) he received \u> decree i>i DueliT of Mcdiciiif in njp2.
t>u Jan. J. H)04. l)e entered the State huspital for injured personh
of the antliraciie coal regions, at Fountain Springs, Schuylkill
county, and remained there until July i. i</)5. witcn he located
in tlirardvillc, where he has since been engagecl in the active practice of medicine, and he is rapidly forginB to the front rank of
the profession in that locality.
Hummel, Eklward, chief clerk in the office of the county comWashington t<iwnship,
in
Miissioiurs .Tt I'oltsville. was horn
Schuylkill county, on .-Vpril 29. 1S5J5, an<l is the only son of I'.enncvillc and Louisa (Zerhc) Ilunnnel. hoth natives of this county.
The father was in early life a boatman on the Schuylkill canal, hut
The mother
later turned his attention to agricultural pursuits.
died in 1S5.V when the subject of tiiis sketch was but six months
<dd, and the lather married a second tiuK-. ten children being born
to the second marriage. 'Hiese last arc (icorgc. Jcremiaii, llenry,
Mrs. Isophia Barr, Mrs. Lydia Zettlemover. .Mrs. .Mary Wertlt and
Mrs. Kinma Snyder, two who died in inf.uicy and Charles, a school
teacher by vocation, who was killed in an accident at the I'rookside
mine when he was twenty-three years old. The father ilied in
Washington township in 1S87. at the age of sixty years. Edward
Hummel received a due i>rcliminary training in the ]>ublic scho<ds
of his native township and then matriculated at the Palatinate colWhen he had completed his course there he
lege at Mycrstown.
l'e(lagogic
started teaching, although but eighteen years of age.
work furnished him employment f<ir ten terms, and his vacations
were spent on his father's farm. The year that he attained his
majority he was elected to the office of constable of Pine Grove
at the next election he was made justice of the peace, and was three
times re-clectcfl to that office.
In 1S82 he was nominated and
elected as the representative of the Fourth .Schuylkill county district to the lower branch of the state legislature.
He is serving
his sixth term in both Pine Grove township and borough as a
school director, a period of nine years in each. In January. i<)r/>.
he received his appointment to his present responsible position,
and his tenure of office is for three years. On June 22. 1X72. Mr.
Hummel married .Miss Mary F. Spancake, a native of Washingtr>n
township, and a daughter of Gcd F. and Rebecca
Kremer)
Spancake. The children of this union are eleven in number.
Bessie, the eldest, is the wife of John Rausch. of Pine Grove:
Oscar F.. engaged in mining, was a soldier in the volunteer army
during the .'>))anish-.\mcrican war and saw service in Porto Rico;
I. is Mrs. William
H. Daubert. of Pine Grove; Stella M. is
the wife of Franklin Sotzin and the others. Cana M.. FVances F.,
Raymonfl, Harold H.. Oliver. Milton E. and Robert E.. are all at
home. It is an unique coincidence that for three generations there
have been eleven children in the Hummel familv. Mr. Hummel and
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The family are all
father each having been one of eleven.
father
is prominent in
and
the
cinirch
Reformed
of
the
members
fraternal circles, being identified with Fine Grove Lodge, No. 148,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he is past grand;
Washington Camp, No. 49, Patriotic Order of the Sons of .'\merica, of Pine Grove; Pine Grove Castle, Knights of the Golden
Eagle; the )unior Order of United American Mechanics; the Improved Order of Red Men; the Royal Arcanum, and the Knights
of the Mystic Chain. Mr. Hummel is an efficient and trusted public official, a sagacious business man and a worthy, representative
his

citizen.

—

Huntsinger, Samuel A. The connection of the Huntsinger famwith Pennsylvania history may be dated from the arrival
on Oct. 2, 1743, of John George Huntsinger on the ship Jacob,
Capt. Adolph de Grove. The ancestor in question came to this
country from Rotterdam, via Shields, England, with 290 more of
his countrymen.
John George Huntsinger's children were Susanna, George, Daniel, Viola, Michael, Henry, John, Jacob and
another daughter. Jacob, the youngest son, grew to manhood
and lived all his life in the Keystone state, leaving when he died
a family of ten children, whose names were George, Samuel,
Phoebe, William, Jacob, Edward. Elizabeth, Sarah, Charles and
Frank B. George subsequently became the father of eleven
children
Elizabeth, Mary, George, William, Joseph, Emanuel,
Reuben married
Hannah, David, Reuben, Marcus and Harriet.
Samuel A.,
Angeline Artz, by whom he had eight children, viz.
Josiah H., Catherine, Lucy, Emanuel M., Caroline, Reuben R. and
ily

—

:

Abby. Samuel A., the subject of this sketch, first saw the light
His educational advantages were those afforded
of day in 1847.
by the public schools, which he attended until he was seventeen
years of age. Then he served a full apprenticeship in the carpenters' trade and when he had mastered it worked as a journeyman for twenty years. In 1884 he started in his present business
Hegins, where he manufactures cabinets, furniture, porch
at
work, handrails and window frames. Besides this he holds a
certificate as an undertaker, doing all the work of that nature in
Mr. Huntsinger is the father of a family of nine
the village.
children
Cora, Catherine A., James V.. Ellen G., Marv J., Francis E.,
E., John E. and Sadie A.
Cora, the eldest daughter.'
is married and also has nine children
Alma, Stanton, Charles,
Bulu, Ira. Albert, Laura, William and Myrtle.
Huntzinger, George M., ]iroprietor of a leading general mercantile store and a member of the borough council of Tremont,
was born in Schuylkill county on Julv 21, 1864. a son of Frank
K. and Caroline (Potteiger) Huntzinger. The mother is deceased,
her death having occurred in Oct. 1891, at the age of fifty-six
years.
The father is retired, and is now living a quiet, secluded
life in Tremont.
The Huntzinger family carne originally from
Germany, having settled in this county in its early days. Joseph
Huntzinger, the great-grandfather of the subject of this sketch.
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I'or nmrc
l)c Ixtrii in ^lli^ county.
ol tht- name
lnuulrctl years nicniher!* cif ilu- fannly have htcn hnricti
Frank anil Can>linc
in the ccnictery of the "Old Rctl Church."
Albert, a
survive.
llunt/in|;;er hail eight children, five <if
clerk, (lied at the age of forty-five; .Andrew J. is a carpenter in

wa.H the

fir.Nt

than one

whom

Jane is at home; Margaret 1. is Mrs. ( leorne \V.
.Morthimer, wife of the owner and editor of the Daily Ixader of
Lehi^liton; Carrie K.. a j;ra«luate of the I'niversity of I'ennsylvania. is a trained nurse in New York city; Charles V. is a twin
GeorKc
of the subject of this sketch, and Albert, died in infancy.
M. llunt/inRer attended the public schools of Tremont and when
he had comi>Kted his course there he found emidoyinenl in a merHe continued at this work until
cantile establislinunt as a clerk.
1891. when he accepted a position as mortKaije clerk in the office
Six years later he returned to
of the recorder at I'oltsville.
Tremont and |>urchased the general store which he is now operHis business has grown to goo<l ])roportions and in a
ating.
pecuniary way he is doing exceedingly well. By frugality and
careful management he has come to be recognized as a leader in
the commercial life of the community and his place of business
is one of the mo>l modern as well as one of the best c(|ui|)pcd in
Mr. Huntzinger has been twice married. On Christthe county.
mas day. iS<M. he was unitcfl to Miss P.ertic Wolfe of Myersrinlailelphia

;

town, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James W. Wolfe. The death
of Mrs. Huntzinger, in her twenty-second year, occurred in the
following (October, and on June 26. 1905. .Miss Edith \l. Workman
became the bride of Mr. Huntzinger. She was born in Rnanoke,
\'a.. and is the daughter of David and Clara J. Workman, now
Mr. Workman is an expert mining
residents of I'hiladelphia.
engineer and docs much in the opening up 'if mines. Mr. and
Mrs. Huntzinger have one child, Joseph W. Mrs. Huntzinger
member of the Methodist Episcopal church and her husband

a

known

He

is
is

a mendicr of the I'.lue
Masonic order and is a
He is also identified with the Knights of the
past officer in each.
("loldcn Eagle, the I'^triotic Order of the Sons of .America, the
Junior I'nitcd American Workmen and the Royal .\rcanum.
Huy, Charles W., the postmaster of .Scliuylkill Haven, was
born in that borough on June 21, 1856. He is the son of Isaac
and Harriet (Moyer) Huy and one of eight children, the others
being Sophie. Mary, John J., George, Isaac E.. .Abraham L. and
William G. The public schools afforded him all the educational
advantages which he received and while still a youth he entered
the employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company as

well

in

fraternal

circles.

is

lodge and the Tremont chapter of the

car repairer, .\fter a service of eight years in that capacity
he was promoted to the position of car inspector and for twenty
years was the incumbent of the position, serving with great satisfaction to his employers.
On Jan. 4, 1903. President Roosevelt
appointed Mr. Huy postmaster of Schuylkill Haven and he severed
his connection with the railroad company to accept the position.
a
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Mr. iluy married Miss Mary Jane Kaiulenlnisli, daiiglUer of Henry
Raudcnbush of Scliuylkill Haven, 'i'hey iiave no ehildren. Hotli
i'raternally Mr. Huy is a
are members of the Reformed church,
member of the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America and of
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a past officer in
the former. In politics he is a Republican, but aside from the
office which he is now holding has never aspired to positions of
He is a man of absolute integrity and unassailable
public trust.
S.

character.
Irwin, John J., the capable fire boss of the No. 5 colliery of
the Lehigh Valley Coal Company, is a son of John and Hannah
(Sweeney) Irwin and was born in Girardville, on May 25, i86y.
His parents were both born in County Mayo, Ireland, and the
For
father came to this country in 1862, locating in Girardville.
many years he was employed about the mines, but is now retired
and lives in Connerton. He was twice mai-ried and the subject
of this sketch is the eldest child of the first union, the others
being Patrick, Michael and Maggie. His second marriage was
to Mary Dougherty, and the six children of their union are: Mary,
wife of Thomas Kane; Anthony; Bridget; Thomas; Maggie (2d)
and James, deceased. John J. Irwin was "reared in the parental
home in this country and his scholastic training was secured in
the common schools. His early educational advantages, however,
were rather limited, as at the age of ten years he went to work
From that time until the present
as a slate-picker in the mines.
he has been employed in various capacities about the mines of
Schuylkill county, and he has served in his present position since
Sept. 19, 1894, was celebrated Mr. Irwin's marriage to
1899.
Miss Maggie Gaughan, a daughter of Anthony and Mary (Short)
Gaughan. Mrs. Irwin's parents are natives of County Mayo,
Ireland.
The union of Mr. and Mrs. Irwin has been blessed with
six children, Hannah, Margaret, John, Marie. Joseph (deceased),
and Florence. The family are all communicants of St. Joseph's
Roman Catholic church of Girardville. Fraternally Mr. Irwin
is affiliated with the Ancient Order of Hibernians and in his political convictions he is a Democrat.
For the past twelve years
he has been a member of the board of school directors.
Jenkins, William S., M. D., the leading physician of Sheppton,
;

in England, his parents being David W. and Emily
(Sellman) Jenkins. The place of his nativit}' was Bilston, in Staffordshire, and the date Jan. 17, 1861.
Besides the doctor there
were four children in the family, Samuel and Walter, twins,
Charles, and Fanny. The last mentioned is the wife of Elliott A.
Oberrender, of Freeland, secretary of the Coxe estate. When
the subject of this sketch was but five years of age his parents
came to the United States, locating in Ebervale, Luzerne count}^
There the doctor attended the public schools until he was seventeen years of age, in the latter 'few years of the time spending
his summers in work on a breaker and his winters in the schoolroom. In his twentv-fourth vear he enlisted in the L^nited

was born
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-war.l an.l rcmainc-.l in it
States Arm) L.-Piul service ..^
this pcrio.l that his
durmg
wa.s
It
for a period of hvc years.
and he dclcrinincd
dcvrlopod.
was
training
incliial
desire for a
..

saved he re-

With tlie money lie had
a plivsician.
his period of service was over and
when
IMnla.lclphia
moved to
hen he lia.l commatriculated in the IclTcrs.,,, Me.lical college.
the degree ot
with
graduated
was
he
1H90.
pleted the course, in
where he has since
ixjctor of Medicine and located in Shep|)ton.
practice.
« >cl.
3- '^M. '*'^;
that time been carrying on a general
of J..seph and
daughter
Downing,
I-lorence
Miss
marrie.l
Jenkins
Mrs. Jenkins has a brother. AVilliam.
IMi/a (Stokes) Downing.
Joshua A. Morton, living in A Icn01
Dr.
wife
Kli/a.
sister.
and a
England and his
Dr. Jenkins is a member of the (.Inirch of
town
Allcntown. In
of
congregation
Episcopal
Methotlist
wife of the
as rcganls
doctrines
Kcpublican
politics the docti>r favors the
ju-lgincnt as to
own
his
exercises
but
import,
national
.-iflfairs of
He stands high in
the fitness of candidates for local offices.
He is a memorder.
Masonic
in
the
espcciallv
fraternal circles,
Ma>(pns: lla/.lc
ber of lla/lc Lodge. No.'.^j;, Free ami Accepted
ernon ComChapter No .77. Roval Arch Max.ns. ami Mount \
departmanderv. No. 7.V Knights Templars. In the last name.l
as
identihe.l
also
is
He
commander.
eminent
ment he is a past
the Jefferson Medical college alumni assoto

become

W

a

life

member

with

Icnkins" father before coining to this country was
lie was
\yorks.
private secret.iry to Earl Dudley in his big iron
Luzerne
to
coming
after
and
vocation
an expert accountant by
countv obtained emplovment as such with the Stout Coal Commother
panv.'with whom he remained for twenty-six years. The
year, is still
living, and although in her seventy-seventh
ciation

is

Dr.

still

wonderlui jx-)ssession of her mental faculties. The doctor holds
county,
high rank among the members of his profession in the
he.
and personally no one can be more courteous and genial than
agent
and
insurance
peace,
the
of
justice
Henry
B.,
Johnson.
was a son of
a prominent citizen of Girardville. now deceased,
near Cataborn
was
and
Johnson,
(Riink)
Silas II. an<l Eliza
Although his educational opportunities
wissa. Pa., hine 12. 1833.
were limited.— four terms of three months each of schooling being
schools
by private study
all he was able to acquire in the public
he preseminary
Elysburg
the
at
and several terms' attendance
pared himself for teaching, two terms of which he taught in Barry
township and two in Butler township. His early life was spent
on the farm and during the long vacations he drove a log team
between Columbia county and the Delaware river. In 1834 he
located in .\shland to take charge of the store of Jonathan Faust
and the postofficc. Mr. Faust being then in service as the first
postmaster of Ashland. For eight years he was in the employ of
Mr. Faust, and during that period opened for him the first store
established in Cordon. Then he came to Girardville, in 1862. and
entered business as a teamster, hauling coal from the old Preston
No. I collierv to Preston No. 3. from which place it was shipped.
in

—
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tin.- Civil war, when there were no other means
of transportation to be hacl.._ From this he went into tlic grocery
business, but after an unsuc'cessful two years in it he closed out
the business which he had started and entered the employ of
another grocer. Twelve years later he removed to Scranton and
opened a drug store, but, not being a licensed druggist, he learned
in a few months' time that it was an unprofitable venture, and
returned with his wife to Girardville. In 1894 he was elected
Thereafter he was continuously re-elected at
justice of the peace.
each successive election, being incumbent of that office at the
time of his death. In Sept., 1896, Mr. Johnson embarked in a
small way in the insurance business, which yielded Ijim a profit-

This was during

Mr. Johnson's wife was formerly Miss Charlotte
able income.
Lloyd, a daughter of William Lloyd, the pioneer coal operator of
Five children were born to Mr. and
Pottsville and Minersville.
Mrs. Johnson William S., the only son, succumbed to typhoid
fever in his twenty-fifth year; Lillial E. is the preceptress of the
Keystone state normal school at Kutztown Mary Elisa is a trained
Emma H. is the wife
nurse, practicing at East Orange, N. J.
of J. Linwood Eisenberg, supervising principal of the schools of
Royersford, Pa. and Gladys Lloyd, the youngest daughter, is at
home. Mrs. Johnson is a devout communicant of the Church of
England and her husband was afliliated with the Girardville congregation of the Methodist Episcopal church. He was a Republican in his politics and besides the office of justice of the peace
was councilman and served on nearly every election board while
he was a resident of the borough. Fraternally he was well known
as a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of the
Aqua Lodge, No. -jj)!' o^ Girardville, and of Ashland Lodge, No.
With the exception
294, Free and Accepted Masons, of Ashland.
of five years he was the incumbent of the ofifice of secretary of the
Girardville organization from the time of its inception. Although
well advanced in years, Mr. Johnson retained a wonderful in;

;

;

;

tellect, was keenly alive to everything passing about him and was
a sagacious business man, holding the respect and esteem of all
his fellow citizens.
Mr. Johnson has entered into his eternal rest,
his demise having occurred peacefully at his home, with his family
about him, on June 4, 1907, at which time he lacked but eight
days of three score years and twelve. He closed a life of great
usefulness
his advice and opinions were worthy of pondering,
because they were founded on practical considerations and sound,
hard sense he was a man of the "old school," few of whom are
to be found in the present generation, and he had manv qualities
well worthy of imitation.
Johnson, Rev. Samuel, who is the beloved pastor of the ^Methodist
Episcopal church at Port Carbon, was born at Birmingham, Eng;

;

Aug. 31, 1864, a son of Samuel and Hephzebah Johnson.
His parents brought him to the United States when he "was le.ss
than a year old and it was in the Pottsville public schools, in
which city the family located, that he received his earliest schol-
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ijra.lnatcci

from

COUNTY

with a c<nir.sc in llic I'hila.lclphia schools.
high school when he was seventeen years

it

tl>c

the famous
vocation for twelve
prepare himself
vears and then took up a collegiate course to
His ordination as a minister of the gospel
lor the ministrv.
came ahoiil i8«;2 and his first charge was a small town in Kansas.
Monrt)c cnmty. I'a.. tlunce to
l''ron> there he went to Tannersville.
later to Hulmevdle. Itncks
and
county,
Richmond. Northampton
the last
county; Ouakertown. and then .Marietta, in onlcr.
been
pastorate
has
his
where
Carbon,
Tort
to
named place he came
most highlv satisfactory to his congregation and pleasant to himself.
of age and then

John

Icarne.l

n. Stcls«in works,

the hat-finishers trade, in

lie

remained

at this

Imm

was celebrated .Mr. Johnsons marriage to Miss Sallic
l.*<«^i
the two sons
if
.Musselman. daughter of Samuel Musselman.
Me
is em|)loyed
survives.
.\..
Edward
born to this union, one.
Rev.
I'a.
HethUhem.
Sinith
at
Company,
Steel
Itethlehem
bv the
the
where
except
politics
in
part
,\ir. Johnson takes no active
part of the
the
takes
he
when
issue,
is
the
temperance
of
question
In other i.ssucs, however, he generally sides
Prohibition partv.
lie is a man whose ideals are of the
party,
Republican
with the
highest aii<l wliose life is'one worthv of emulation.
bar whose
Jones. David A., a mend)er of the Schuylkill cotinty
home is in Mincrsvillc. was born in Dowlais. Cdamorj^anshire,
Cymru, on Mav 9, 1842. He is a son of William 1). Jones and
1S42.
.Margaret Jones'. The family came to this country in Dec.
mines
about
the
foreman
repair
boss
and
The father was a fire
until bis death, which occurred in his fifty-second year, in 1858,
some twelve vears after his wife's demise. ( )f the four children
survivor, all
in the familv'the subject of this sketch is the sole
He
the rest of the family having been buried at Minersville. I'a.
received the educational advantages of the public schools at
In

(

Mincrsvillc and then went into the office of Judge Kdward Owen
Parry to study law. In 1864 he was admitted to the bar and has
since that tinie been continuously engaged in the practice of his
His chief office is in F^ottsville, but he has an office
profession.
During the Civil war
at Mincrsvillc. where he makes his home.
difFercnt occasions
two
upon
militia
state
of
the
he was a member
one being at the time of Lee's invasion of the state. He
was commissioned second lieutenant by Governor Curtin. Mr.

—

Jones was married in 1865 to Miss Mary Hcdlow, a daughter of
William and Mar>- Bedlow, the former of whoiTi was superintendent of mines for more than a generation. The children of their
marriage were nine in number, eight of whom are now living.
William P., the eldest, graduated at Pennsylvania State college
as an electrical engineer and also graduated as a physician at the
medical school at Burlington, Vt. Margaret 15. graduated at
Pennsylvania State college and is the wife of Professor John Price
Jackson, who is at the head of the electrical engineering department at that college. Howard H. graduated at Pennsylvania
State college as a mechanical engineer and studied law for two
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IJe is now employed hy the steel trust
in his father's office.
Elizabeth F. attended Pennsylvania
their oflices at Chicago.
State college and was employed there for several years afterward.
of the electrical dejjartShe is the wife of Professor H. P.
ment of the University of Illinois, at Urbana. Antionette B. attended Pennsylvania State college and is now a teacher in the
David A. Jones, Jr., graduated at
public schools at Minersville.

years
in

Wood

Pennsylvania State college as an electrical engineer and is now
General Electric Company, at
in the offices of the
Schenectady, N. Y. irielen Gwenydd graduated at Darlington
Seminary, Westchester, Pa., was two years at Wilson college,

employed

Pa., and is now a senior at Cornell University,
Mary is an invalid, and Joseph died at the age of
Ithaca, N. Y.
For thirty-six years Mr. Jones has been a member
eight months.
of the board of school directors of Minersville and secretary thereof for over thirty years, and he is still a member and secretary.
He has been ambitious that his children should receive the best
of educational advantages and has spared no means to allow them
He himself is a man of broad
to acquire scholastic advantages.
culture and intellectual attainments, an excellent attorney and an

Chambersburg,

esteemed and respected

Henry

citizen.

merchant of Shenandoah, was born
Llanasa parish, Flintshire, Wales, July 20, 1841. His parents,
John and Laura (Lloyd) Jones, were both natives of north Wales,
where they passed their lives, the father being a mechanic and
contractor in the lead mines. He died at the age of forty-one
years.
His widow survived him for many years and died at the
age of eighty-seven. They had a family of three sons and one
daughter. The daughter died in childhood Robert, the eldest of
the family, if now living, is a resident of Scotland Ellis lives in
Denbighshire, Wales. In 1869, Ellis and Henry L. came to
America and located at Pomeroy, Ohio, where for about a year
they engaged in mining bituminous coal. In 1870 they came to
Shenandoah. Here Ellis' wife died and he returned to his native
land, as above noted, where he is now engaged in mining operations.
After coming to Shenandoah, Henry L. Jones followed
mining for about twenty years, when he engaged in mercantile
pursuits, as a wholesale dealer in flour and feed, later handling a
full stock of groceries and provisions.
He continued in that line
until Feb., 1905, when he retired from active business.
Before
leaving his native country he married Miss Jane Jones, who lived
in the same neighborhood as his parents.
No children were born
to them, but they adopted a son and a daughter, both in their
infancy. The son, named John Henrv, died in childhood
the
daughter is now Mrs. Emily L. Rudd, wife of John T. Rudd, living
with Mr. Jones, Mrs. Jones having died on July 22, 1904. Mr.
Jones is an ardent supporter of the principles of the Repilblican
party and has always taken an active part in political work. For
thirty-six years he has been a member of the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows, now holding his membership in Shenandoah
Jones,

L., a retired

in

;

;
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txHl^c. No. 591.

lie

ha>

lilK.I ail

tlu-

jiriiuipal oftkcs in the svib-

oncampnu-nt and was for many years a
He is also
in Slicnaniloah Lodge.
team
tlu.Icurcc
uf
nuniluT
has
a mcnilicr uf tin- .'Vnicrican Trnc Ivuritcs, in which order he
represented
has
years;
twenty
than
more
for
treasurer
local
been
in difhis lod^c at fourteen clifTcrent mectini^s of the K^nm\ IocIrc
^l'*" K»"and
(for
treasurer
was
nx).V'90.S)
states;
"/
and
ferent cities
lodge an<l representative to the ^rand lodge of America. In his
religious affiliations he was for many years a (.alvinistic MethoHe has always
dist, hut he now belongs to the Baptist church.
to church
contributor
liberal
and
in
a
participant
been an active
and Sundav-school work. In the (."alvary IJaptist church is a
beautiful memorial window, placed there by him to commemorate
Mr. Jones has always
the manv virtues «>f his <lcccased wife.
shown great interest and activity in the uplifting of the masses.
Believing that cverv faniilv ought to have a home of their own,
he has taken a Lading part in the work of the Mutual Building
and Loan .Association, having been one of the directors of that
organization for over twenty years, and president for the last five
urdinatc lotlpc ami

tin-

years, as well as presiilentof the building comtnittee of the asThrough this association homes have been acquired
sociation.
by a number of persons who otherwise might have remained
tenants to the end of their days.
Jones. Ira B., editor of the Minersville Free Press, was born in
He comes of good
the borough where he now lives. Oct. iq, 1877.

John R. and Margaret (Bcynon) Jones,
born in Wales. The father came to the United
States in 1852 and settled near Minersville. where he engaged in
mining until the amputation of one of his legs made finther work of
that kind impossible. From about i8rx) until the time of his death, on
Sept. 3. igo2. he was engaged in the mercantile business, and his
lie was the
store became one of the landmarks of Minersville.
father of a large familv of children, twelve of whom are living.
The subject of this sketch attended the public schools of Minersville and then rounded out his education in the Pottsvillc commercial school. Then he found employment at different collieries
as pavmaster and clerk, leaving that work in 1901 to go to .Milwaukee where he lived for three years. Ill health compelled his
going to the south and he went iiito southern .Alabama where he
became proprietor and editor of the Baldwin Times, a weekly
newspaper. In Apr.. 1906. he returned to Minersville and purchased the paper and plant of the Free Press, which he has been
operating ever since, with signal success. On June 12. 1902. was
celebrated Mr. Tones' marriage to Miss Lydia G. Robertson, a daughter of the late' George and Flizabeth ifWoolcock) Robertson, of
Mount Carmel. Pa., the Robertsons being well known coal operMrs. Jones is a member of the Presbyterian church and
ators.
He is a rle.Tn honest business
"is a chapter Ma.son.
husband
her
man. and an esteemed and respected citizen

Welsh

stock, his parents.

having been
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.Jones, Reuben, a ckrk in tlic Miners' National Bank al l'olt>a descendant of some of the pioneer families of Schuylkill
His ])ati;rnal ^grandfather, Charles Jones, a Penn.sylvanian
county.
by birth, settled in East Brunswick township in the early part of
1800, and there followed his trade of shoemaker and the vocation
His old account book, dating back to
of farmer for many years.
Charles
1801, is now in possession of the subject of this sketch.
Jones died in Schuylkill county and his remains rest in the cemeville, is

The maternal grandfather was
tery at the Old Red church.
George Heisler, who spent all his life in Schuylkill county, and
He and
held the ofifice of justice of the peace for many years.
his wife both died in Pottsville and are buried in the Presbyterian
cemetery. Reuben Jones, the father of the subject of this review, married Sallie Heisler, and after working at his trade of shoemaker for several years engaged in farming in East Brunswick
township. He and his wife both died there and are buried at
McKeansburg. They had a family of nine children who grew
to maturity, viz Rebecca and Mary, twins, Reuben, George, Emma, Daniel, Eliza and William and Caroline, twins. Rebecca married John Brenner; Mary married Benjamin Seltzer; George is in
Daniel died at the
is the wife of Daniel Frantz
Chicago
age of about fifty-five, at Wichita, Kan., and was buried there and
Eliza is the wife of Jacob Maley. Reuben Jones was born at
McKeansburg, April 26, 1842. He received a limited education
and did not learn to speak English until he was about twenty
years old. In 1862 he came to Pottsville, where he was employed
in a general store.
In 1863 he enlisted as an emergency man in
Company B, 27th regiment, Pennsylvania state militia. His command burned the bridge at Columbia during Lee's invasion of
Pennsjdvania, which- terminated in the battle of Gettysburg. After a service of six weeks he was honorably discharged, and returned to his place in the store, where he continued until 1865.
On Nov. I, 1866, he was appointed watchman in the Miners' National Bank, and has ever since been connected with that institutition, holding his present position since 1878.
Mr. Jones is one
of the bank's most trusted employes.
Every year he has a vacation of two weeks and on these occasions he has visited manv
points of interest in the United States, Canada and Bermuda.
He
is a member of Gowen Post, No. 23. Grand Army of the Republic
Lily of the Valley Lodge, No. 281, and Franklin Encampment, No.
and belongs to the Ger4, Independent Order of Odd Fellows
man Reformed church. On March 20. 1864, Mr. Jones and Miss
Hannah Bachman were united in marriage. Her parents, Daniel
and Mary (Saul) Bachman, were natives of Pennsylvania, but of
German descent. Mr. and Mrs. Jones became the parents of four
children, two of whom survive.
David A^ilton Jones lives in New
York city, where for the past five years he has held the position of
tenement house inspector. He married Florence Shand and they
have one son. David Gordon. Ida Elmira lives at home with her
father.
The mother of these children entered the life eternal on
March 3, 1905.
:
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saim
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in
schools
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mtciuicnt
Mc is a native of Schuylkill county, lia\ iiij; hiiii horn
past.
known as New Philadelphia, July
Creek, also
Silver
at
Mis parents were Liriftith and Laura (Thomas)
i»$2.
28.
miner,
a
Welsh extraction. Mis father was
of
Jones,
foresufticiently
nut
hut
circumstances,
comlortahle
in
advaneducational
hetter
for
anihition
sons
his
handed to gratify
school*.
.\t the age of
tai^es than tlio>c afTordcd hy the puhlic
secured
such cmschools
and
the
left
thirteen years youuR Jones
lie
plovnienl as he was ahic to perform in ami alnnit the mines,
he
aRain
and
ciKhlcen.
was
he
until
continued thus emplovcd
Mere he was chosen
entered school duriuK the labor strike of 1872.
school in which
district
unpraded
as an assistant teacher in the
was a student. In 1X73 he attende.l a normal training' school
Jones.

Thomas

sclu">l at >t.

G..

I lair,

(or

lias cxcrci>c<i

he
conducted hv the county ^uperintemknt of .schmils. Mr. Ncwiin.
He tauRht school the fol'lowinj; term, and then accepted a position
succeeding six
in the lumhcr regions of Clinton county for the
winter f<illowthe
durinR
teaching
in
employed
was
lie
months.
ing this engagement, and during the folUnving sunimer atlende<l
a normal schtxil conducted hy County Superintendent Weiss. During all of these years of study, whether in the normal schools
or in the privacv of his own room. Mr. Jones had in view the
completion of the prescribed course in the Keystone .state normal
school, at Kutztown. and he finally took the graduating examinaWith this evidence of superior
tions, securing a state certificate.
qualification, he applied for positions of higher grade and larger
recompense, but has had practical and successful experience in
He
teaching, from the primary departments to the high schools.
As intimated at
also graduated from a summer school in 1888.
the beginning of this article Professor Jones has been continuously
emplovcd as principal of the high school at St. Clair for the last
twenty-five vears. in addition to which he has also had general
superintendence of the schools of that borough during a considerProfessor Jones is prominently assoable portion of the time.
throughout the state, having held
circles
educational
ciated with
the responsible position of chairman of the permanent-certificate
committee. He has been secretary of the Schuylkill county
teachers' institute for a number of years, and has always \vielded
a potent influence in the advancement of the cfhicational interests
In religious affairs he has sustained active
of his native county.
relations with the Baptist church for many years, and has served
He
as superintendent of the Sunday School for twenty-five years.
is an active member of the St.' Clair Lodge. No. 285. Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, and has served four years as district deputv grand master he is a member of .Anthracite Lodge. Free and
Accepted Masons, and of Camp No. 75. Patriotic Order of the Sons
Mr. Jones has been twice married, first, on August
of America.
Greenwood, to which union three children
Elizabeth
to
1881,
II.
:
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were born, namely: Errol, Anna and Lizzie. Mrs. Jones died in
1896, and July 20, 1898, Mr. Jones was married to Miss Mary J.
Wicks, his present companion, and a lady of culture and refinement. Professor Jones is a Republican in political preference, liut
has neither sought nor held official position. He is devoted to his
profession, and gives but little attention to anything outside of
that and the cluircii.
Jones, William W., a ])roniii)ent citizen of Minersville, where he
is a dealer in stationery, books, notions and fancy goods, was
born in the borough where he now resides, on Feb. 2, 1863, and is
a son of William H. and Dorothea (Wertley) Jones. The paternal grandfather, who was a native of Wales, came to MinersHe became
ville in the early days of the settlement of that place.
a prominent merchant and coal operator, and was the father of
three children. William H^., the eldest, was born in Wales,
March 6, 1835 Elizabeth, who was born on the ocean while the
family was en route to America, became the wife of Henry Rausch
Philip
of Philadelphia; and Louisa married Robert Andrews.
Jones was a Republican in politics and in his religious relations
was a member of the Welsh Baptist church. His demise occurred
about 1871. William H. Jones received his educational advantages
in Minersville and at the tender age of nine years went to work in
It was not long, however,
his father's colliery as a slate-picker.
before he had risen to the dignity and responsibility of running an
engine.
He remained in his father's employ until the breaking
out of the Civil war, and then was one of the first to enlist for the
preservation of the Union. The regiment he was assigned to duty
with was sent through Washington to Alexandria, where it was
stationed for some days. At the end of his term of enlistment he
returned to Minersville and became employed as a mine machinHis marriage to
ist, which vocation he followed until his death.
Miss Dorothea Wertley, who was born in Port Carbon, Dec. 27,
She was a daughter of George and
1839, occurred in July, i860.
Magdelena (Roehrig) Wertley, the former a native of Wurtemberg, Germany, and the latter of Alsace-Lorraine. The children of William H. and Dorothea (Wertley) Jones are three in
number. Roy H., the eldest, was born Apr. 12, 1861, and was edu;

cated in the Minersville public schools. He entered the employ
& Reading Railroad Company, as a telegraph
operator and rose through the various stages until he became
yardmaster at Reading, a position which he is now holding. He
married Miss Sally Cummings, and they have one son, Ramsey.
The second son of William H. Jones is the subject of this sketch,
and. the third is Henry L., who is now general storekeeper for
the Northern Pacific Railroad company at Brainerd, Minn. He
married Miss Ida Johns, and has three children, Roy H., Mae
Dorothea and Harold. William W. Jones, who is the immediate
subject of this review, attended the public schools until the death
of his father, which occurred Jan. 10, 1878, made it necessary for
him to go to work to assist in the maintenance of the family.
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first labor wa> a-, .i .slatc-pickcr in a colliery, luil he did
long remain tliiis cmploycil. leaving to serve an apprenticeto the trade of printer, in the orticc of the Weekly SchuylRcpnhliian. Alter three and a half years he had niastcrcd
vocation and for a year thereafter was employed at difIn iS8i he relnrned to
ferent places as a journeyman printer.
Minersville and purchased of William J. MeKlroy the business
which he has so successfully been operating since that time. Nov.
12, jSgi, Mr. Jones was united in marriage to Miss Mary E. Kear,
who was born in .Minersville. .Nov. i8. 1867. She is a daughter
of William (1. Kear and for several years was a teacher in the
county, in which vocation she established for herself an enviable
reputation. The children of Mr. and .Mrs. Jones are three in
nundier. Dorothea, born .\ug. -'o, \^)2\ William Grant, born
Both
Sept. 19. i89<3; and Mary Elizabeth, born Julv 23, 1903.
parents are members of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which
taith the children arc being reared, and Mr. Jones has been secHe is a
retary of the ."Sunday ScIkkiI for twenty-five years.
stanch exponent of the principles of the Republican party, but
has never held or aspired to public office. I'raternaliy, he is
identified with the Patriotic Order of the Sons of .\mcrica. the
Indci>endent Order of Odd Fellows and the Sons of \eterans.
Kaercher Edward E., division superintendent of mines, for the
Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron Company, is a native of
His father,
1859.
Pottsville. where he was born June 20,
Franklin P.. Kaercher, was likewise a native of this county, having been born in South Manheim township. Sept. 18, 1821. and
having died in Pottsville. -Aug. 29. 1881. He was a soldier and
officer during the Mexican war. and was prominently identified
with journalism during many years of his life. He learned the
printer's trade in the office of the Miners' Journal, being an apprentice under Benjamin Bannan worked as a compositor on the
Daily Sun, of Philadelphia, and founded the .Anthracite Gazette in
He was a member of the military organizaPottsville, in 1844.

His

not
ship
kdl
the

;

tion known as the Washington .Artillerists, and went into service
in the war with Mexico as second lieutenant of Company B, under Captain James \agle. He was elected county treasurer of

Schuylkill county, on the Whig ticket, in 1850. though his party
largely in the minority, and ser\ed three years in that office
for a like period he was clerk to the county commissioners.
Franklin B. Kaecher was in the hotel business in Pottsville for a
number of years, being seven years the proprietor of the Exchange
Hotel, and four years in the Pennsylvania Hall. He was five
years superintendent of the Girard estate. He was extensively
interested in coal operations at Lost Creek and Shenandoah, and
was one of the organizers of the Safe Deposit Bank, of which he
was treasurer and secretan.- at the time of his death. He was
married Sept. 3. 1844, to Susanna, a daughter of Samuel and
Eleanor Huntzinger, of Pottsville. Ten children were born to this
union, the eldest of whom was George R., who was a member of
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Edward E. Kaercher was educated in the public schools of Pottsville and was graduated from the high school in the class of 1878.
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In the spring of 1879 he accepted a position as a member of a
surveying and engineering corps in the employ of the Philadelphia
& Reading Coal and Iron Company, and made headquarters at
Ashland for three years. Returning to Pottsville, he continued
in the same employment for another year, when he was appointed
transitman, and was stationed at Shamokin for the succeeding
five years.
In July, 1887, he was appointed assistant to Frank
Hill on the state geological survey, and was employed in making
surveys of the southern anthracite coal fields until Nov., 1888. In
this year he was made division engineer of the Philadelphia &
Reading Coal and Iron Company, and placed in charge of their
business in the Tremont district. Sixteen years he wa? continued
in this onerous position, and then, in Auguwas promoted to assistant division superintendent oi
the Minersville and Tremont district. .A year later he was promoted to his
present position, wuth office in the company's elegant building at
the corner of Mahantongo and Second streets, Pottsville.
Mr.
Kaercher was married March 30, 1882, to Miss Emma C. Schaeffer, of Ashland.
Two daughters have been born to this union, Gertrude T. and Edna L. Mr. Kaercher is a Democrat in political
views.
He served several term.s as a member of the Tremont
school board, and was president and secretary of the organization.
He has also been a delegate to conventions of his party. Of the
social and beneficial fraternities he sustains membership in the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Royal Arcanum and Masonic
fraternity, in all of which he has held prominent official stations.
Kaier, Charles D., deceased, for many years prominently identified with the commercial life of Schuylkill county, was born in the
grand duchy of Baden, Germany, March 6, 1839. When he was.
abo!!t fifteen years of age he came to Amcrici 'with his parents,.
-''•n'li"'^
rescentia (Witmer) Kai^
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.
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He was
the first class graduated from the Pottsville high school.
a prominent lawyer in his native town and his career of usefulness
was summarily ended in a railroad wreck. Franklin 1.'. was educated for a business career at Eastman business college, and was
secretary of the Pennsylvania & Reading Coal and Iron Company
at the time of his death. Samuel H. is an attorney William 11. is
a resident of Boston Mass. Edward E. is the subject of this sketch
Daniel VV. is an attorney in Pottsville; James M. is deceased; Ida
L. is the wife of Franklin N. Day, of Hazleton Ellen is deceased
Susanna C. is the wife of Rev. J. P.: Hawkes. Franklin B.
Kaercher was a son of Daniel and Catherine (Shotts) Kaercher.
His father was a native of Plamburg, Bei'ks county, Pa., but in
early life became a resident of Pottsville, where he remained until
He
1843, when he moved to Philadelphia, where he died in 1861.
served in the war of 1812. Flis wife was a daughter of Dreher
Shotts, of Orwigsburg, Schuylkill county, and they became the
parents of eleven children, all of whom are long since deceased.
Edward E. Ivaercher was educated in the public schools of Pottsville and was graduated from the high school in the class of 1878.
In the spring of 1879 he accepted a position as a member of a
surveying and engineering corps in the employ of the Philadelphia
;

;

;

;

& Reading Coal and Iron Company, and made headquarters at
Ashland for three years. Returning to Pottsville, he continued
in the same employment for another year, when he was appointed
transitman, and was stationed at Shamokin for the succeeding
In July, 1887, he was appointed assistant to Frank
five years.
Hill on the state geological survey, and was employed in making
surveys of the southern anthracite coal fields until Nov., 1888. In
this year he was made division engineer of the Philadelphia &
Reading Coal and Iron Companj^, and placed in charge of their
business in the Tremont district. Sixteen years he was continued
in this onerous position, and then, in August, 1904, he was promoted to assistant division superintendent of mines for the Minersville and Tremont district. A year later he was promoted to his
present position, with office in the company's elegant building at
the corner of Mahantongo and Second streets, Pottsville.
Mr.
Kaercher was married March 30, 1882, to Miss Emma C. Schaeffer, of Ashland. Two daughters have been born to this union, Gertrude T. and Edna L. Mr. Kaercher is a Democrat in political
views.
He served several terms as a member of the Tremont
school board, and was president and secretary of the organization.
He has also been a delegate to conventions of his party. Of the
social and beneficial fraternities he sustains membership in the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Royal Arcanum and Masonic
fraternity, in all of which he has held prominent official stations.
Kaier, Charles D., deceased, for many years prominently identified with the commercial life of Schuylkill county, was born in the
grand duchy of Baden, Germany, March 6, 1839. When he was.
about fifteen years of age he came to America with his parents,.
Andrew and Crescentia (Witmer) Kaier, who first located in
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Norristown, where tlic father followc*! his uccupatiDn oi blacksmith and the son hc^an learning (he trade of haker and confectioner.
In 1S5') the fanjily rcmovc<l to St. Clair, and here Charles
cntereil the bakery of Fred IvpniiiR. with whom he con»|)leted his
When President Lincoln called for 75.000 men
apprenticeship.
in the spring of |S<>|, Charles 1). Kaicr was one of the tirst t<i relie enlisted as a |>rivatc in Company II, <>th Pennsylvania
spond,
volnntcer infantry, and after serving for three months was honorably discharged on Aug 21, 1861. In i8<>2 he located in .Mahanoy
City, where for a time he was associated in business with l-redHe then erected the building at 113 East Centre
erick dantert.
Sul)scc|nenlly he
street ami engaged in bottling ale ami |)orter.
became the agent for P.ergner \- I'.ngle, the great brewing firm
of Philailclphia, his territory embracing the counties of SchuylNorthumberland. To this position
kill. CoUnnbia, Carbon and
he brought all his energy and tine executive ability, and in a short
tinie his agency became one of the best known and most profitable
His desire, however, was to be a brewer on his
in the state.
own account, and his work as agent for I'crgner & ILngle was but
In 1891 he erected a brewery, equipa stc|)ping-stone to that end.
ped with all the latest improvements, and began the manufacture
of malt liquors. This establishment was enlarged from lime to
time, until at the time of his death it was one of the greatest brewcries in the state, having a capacity of over 100,000 barrels a year
and employing constantly 150 men. Mr. Kaier was also interested
He was connected
in other business institutions in the county.
with banks in Shenandoah and Girardville was one of the organizers and at the time of his death was vice-presiflcnt of the I'nion
National bank of Mahanoy City; was the founder and controlling
spirit of the P>road Mountain Ice Company, which he operated
aufl al.so controlled the
in connection with his brewing interests
operations of the Anthracite Light, Heat and Power Company.
He owned the opera house, as well as other valuable property in
the city where he had lived for nearly forty years, and although
he was one of the well-to-do men of the place, not one dollar of
his wealth had been accumulated except by the most upright
methods. He was a Democrat in his political affiliations, and was
;

;

member of the Roman Catholic church. I'lit his charity was
not limited by nationality, party line nor religious creeds.
Many
instances of his generosity and kindness might be mentioned,
though it is highly probable that many more would remain unknown, as his benevolence was of that unostentatious kind that
"lets not the left hand know what the right hanfl docth."
He

a

a member of Severn Post, No. no, Grand Army of the Republic, of Mahanoy City, and of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick

was

where he died on May 31. 1899. Mr. Kaier had
and had gone abroad in search of
health, placing himself in the hands of the most skillful physicians
of both this countrj- and Europe. His remains were brought to Mahanoy City and interred in the family plot in St. Fidelis cemetery.
in

Philadelphia,

been

afflicted for several years,
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Mr. Kaier married Miss Margaret Curry, of Pottsville, and of the
ten cliildren born to tliis union seven reached the age of maturity.
Ella .married John B. Licberman and is now deceased Josephine
is the wife of M. J. liaughney of Mahanoy City; Margaret is
Mrs. John B. Lieberman two daughters, Mary and Crescentia, are
unmarried; Amelia is now Mrs. Henry .Schreyer; and Charles,
the only surviving son, is interested in the management of his
Concerning the career and death of Mr. Kaier, the
father's estate.
Mahanoy City Record said: "In his death Mahanoy City loses
not alone its foremost business man, but one who by the confidence
which he manifested in its welfare inspired others to invest, and
awakened faith in the future of the community. To his pride
in the town was due some of its greatest improvements, and notably
an opera house which in the completeness of its appointments,
and the elegance of its decoration is unsurpassed in the state. In
his family relations he presented an excellent example of husband
and father. Devoted to his wife and fond of his children, he was
constantly aiming to provide for their pleasure and gratification.
These special occasions in the history of families which mark
domestic history were always observed in a manner to make them
memorable and fragrant memories." This encomium from one
who had known him in his life is an index to his character and in
few words shows what manner of man he was in his relations
with his fellow-men. His death was deeply felt, not only by the
surviving widow and her children, but also by the entire community which he had done so much to elevate in a moral and
material sense.
Kaier, Franz X., the superintendent of the Charles D. Kaier
;

;

Brewing Company, of Mahanoy City, was born in Baden, Germany, in 1852. His father, Plasius Kaier, was a school teacher by
vocation and lived out his years in the German fatherland. The
subject of this sketch attended the public schools of his native
country and there learned the art of brewing in the thorough manHis coming to
ner of which only native Germans are capable.
the United States is dated in 1882, and his first home in the new
world in which he sought his fortune was in Pottsville. After six
of work in that city he came to Mahanov City, where
Charles D. Kaier had preceded him by some years and had become
well established in the brewing business. It was in this establishment that he first obtained work, and when the concern moved
into the new and larger quarters necessitated by the increase of
business, Mr. Kaier was made superintendent, a position Avhich he
has filled with proficiency and ability every since.
He has been
twice married, and by his first wife, nee Theresa Guenther, who
was born in Ashland, he is the father of three sons Frank, John
and Edward. After death had severed the first union he was
united in the holy bonds of matrimony to Miss Kate Kline, a
daughter of William Kline, of Mahanoy City.
Three children
blessed this union Faver, Harry and Charles.
Fraternallv. ]\Ir.
Kaier is identified with the Benevolent and Protective Order of
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father is now conducting a plumbing establishment
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190J. he has held his present position. Jan. 3. 1893. he
National
Pennsylvania
regiment
4th
F.
Company
a private in
Guard. He was promoted to corporal on May 15. iS-M: sergeant
on Oct. 25. 1894: and was commissioned second lieutenant May
United States
f4. 189-. 'With this rank he was mustered into the
the Spanishin
duty
for
Gretna,
Mount
at
service on Mav 12. 1898.
American war, his company being assigned to the 4th regiment,

countv.
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Col. D. B. Case. He served with his command at
Chickamauga.' Ga.. Newport News. Va.. and in Porto Rico. On
Nov. II. 1898. he was mustered out of the Federal service and resumed his old rank of second lieutenant in the same company and
regiment of the National Guard as before the war, Capt. James
Archibald commanding the company. On May 7. 1901, he was
made first lieutenant, and on Oct. 4. 1901, was commissioned capCapt. Kaibach has
tain, holding that rank until Sept. 4. 1906.
testimonials from congressmen, state officials and prominent citi-

commanded bv

zens, attesting

his

fpialifications

as

a

member

of the

National

Guard and his general character. He is a member of the fraternal
Order of Eagles, the Roval .\rcanum. the Pottsvillc Turtle club,
and is a Republican in li'is political affiliations. On Jan. i. 1904.
he was united in marriage to Miss Kathryn. daughter of William
R. and Cecelia (Quinn'i Schaefer. of Cressona. Schuylkill county,
and thev have one daughter. Kathryn Elizabeth.
Karsch, Rev. Carl G., a minister of the gospel in Minersviile and the re.crularly installed pastor of Zion's Evangelical Lutheran church, was born in Silesia. Germany. Feb. 16. 1871. He is
a son of the late TT. rmnn and Leopoldine (Thomas^ Karsch. The
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father came to the United States in 1865, but owing to the l.'russian-Austrian war he returned in 1866. He was a surgeon, a graduate of the University of Berlin, Germany, and spent a part of his
The mother died in 1894, at the age of
life in surgical practice.
sixty-six years, and the father passed away in 1900 at the age of
a devout Lutheran, and it was in this
were reared. Of the ten, six are living,
two Theodore and Mrs. Mary Boehn, of Philadelphia and Atbesides the subject of this sketch, being
lantic City respectively
in this country, and the other three, Adolph, Bertha and liedwig,
remaining in Germany. Rev. Mr. Karsch received his preliminary
educational training in the public schools and college of the fatherHis theological training was received in the Lutheran semland.
inary at Mt. Airy, Philadelphia, and his ordination to the ministry
eighty.

The

father

was

faith that the ten children

—

—

came early in 1898. His first connection was with St. Mark's
church, in Philadelphia, where he remained but a few months. On
the first Sunday in December, 1898, he was duly installed as pasThe church is the
tor of Zion's Evangelical Lutheran church.
oldest in the communit)^, the building itself having been erected
sixty-eight years ago, and the congregation was organized even
before that time. The membership roll today shows a total, exclusive of the children, of 450, and the Sunday school has an average attendance of 300. Mrs. Karsch was formerly Miss Kate W.
Scheuermann, a native of Philadelphia and a daughter of Adam
and Frederica (Schnering) Scheuermann. She is a graduate of
the Girls' Normal school of Philadelphia, having received her certificate on June 14, 1888, following which she was a teacher in the
Daniel Webster school for a period of two j'ears.
She had a
most excellent record both as teacher and pupil. Mr. and ]\frs.
Karsch have one child, Carl Henry, now a pupil in the public
schools.
Mrs. Karsch is an earnest and devout worker in both
church and Sunda}^ school and is superintendent of the primary
department of the latter. Her husband is a regular member of
the JMinisterium of Pennsylvania and adjacent states and was
president of the Pottsville conference for the term which ended
Personally Mr. Karsch is a man of pleasing presence,
in 1906.
both in the pulpit and elsewhere, and of excellent bearing. He is
a gentleman of broad culture, scholarljr attainments and exemplary
Christian character.
Kaufman, Charles F., proprietor of a modern, well equipped
general store at Gordon, was born in Schuylkill Haven, Jan. 10,
1840. He is a son of George and Maria (Boyer) Kaufman, and is
one of nine children in the family, the others being John G., Louis,
George B., Alexander, Samuel, Edward, William and Alice, all of
whom are living except John and William. Charles F. Kaufman
attended the public schools of his native borough until he was
seventeen years of age and then left his scholastic work to earn
a living. He opened a restaurant and subsequenth- a store, which
he managed in connection. After a few years he closed out his
interests and in 1865 came to Gordon, where he engaged in the

—
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This lias been hi.s vocation ever
mercantile I)u»inc59.
time and his store has become a landmark in the hotough. Mr. Kaufman has been twice married. His tirst wife was
.Mi»s Lizzie Kline, daughter of Uenjamin Kline, who was a resident of Schuylkill Haven ami who operated a boat line on the
Four children blessed this first union, the only s«in of
canal.
which, Charles, is deceased Lizzie, the eldest da\iKhter. is the wife
of Henry Hubler and the mother of two children, (ircRory and
Theodore; .\my married Charles Klcbcr and has cme child. Helen;
and Addie is the wife of Harry Duncan, by whom she has had
seven children Charles, Alice. Amy, Bird, (Jracc, Claude, and
After death had annulled
Ruth, the last of whom is deceased.
Mr. Kaufman's first marriage he led to the altar, on Jan. i. 1871,
Miss Rosina I*"aust, a tlauRhter of J<inathan and Elizabeth (Rarig)
Faust of Gordon. ]\y this union he was the father of five sons
and a daughter, of whom but two survive .\ustin. who married
Miss .Xnnie I'"rank. daufjhter of Prof. X. M. f-rank, head of the
Gordon schools; and Luther I?., who married .Miss .\nnie Stauffenbcrg. daughter of Charles and Eliza (Krapf) StaufTenberg, on
Aug. ^3. 1898. and who is the father of two children, \irginia and
Roy. The deceased children of the second union are C,eorge.
Gardner, .Mice and .Mbert.
In political matters Mr. Kaufman
uses his influence in behalf of the can<lidates of the Republican
party, but aside frc»m a term of service as school director he has
never held, or aspired to. positions of public trust.
He and his
family arc communicants of the Lutheran church and he has been
idcntifieil with several fraternal organizations.
,'\mong these are
the Free and .\ccepted Masons, the Junior (^rdcr of I'nited .American Mechanics, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and the
I'atriotic Order of the Sons of .\mcrica.
Of late years he has not
been actively associated with any secret society.
Kazunas. Luke Mark, proprietor of the City Drug Store at Shengeneral
since

tliat

;

—

andoah, and also of a dru.g store at Mahanoy City, was lx)rn May
I, 1872, in Russian Lithuania, and is the youngest of five sons born
to Luke Peter and Mary Kazunas. The mother is deceased and
the father still lives at Birzy, in the province of Kovno. where he
was born, and where he has passed his entire life as a farmer and
miller.
Of the other sons, ^Iatthew lives in the province of Kurland Peter. John and Michael, and a step-brother. Joseph, all live
in the province of Kovno.
They are all engaged in similar business to that of the father, as they inherited a large estate, consisting of valuable farming land and mill property.
The subject
of this sketch was educated in the schools of Kovno and the gymnasium at Mitau, the capital of Kurland. In this institution he
spent six years, and was also under the care and instruction of
private tutors for some time, accepting this educational training
in lieu of a share in the estate above mentioned.
In 1893 he came
to .•\merica. stopping for a short time in Germany on his way
over, and first located in Baltimore, Md., where he spent a year
as a student in the Baltimore medical college.
He then came to
;

j
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Pennsylvania and for a sliurt lime was at Mount Carniei. 'I'oward
For about a year he
the close of 1894 he came, to Shenandoah.
was interested in the publication of a Lithuanian newspaper, but
in 1895 he disposed of this interest and entered a drug store at
Mahanoy City, where he remained until 1898, when he returned
to Shenandoah and entered the employ of the Gruhler Bros., drugA few months later he and P. W. Bierstein bought a drug
gists.
store, which they conducted for about three years under the firm
name of P. W. Bierstein & Co. In 1900 Mr. Kazunas became the
sole proprietor of the establishment, which he has ever since con-

'

ducted, giving his personal attention to the business in all its deWhile a student in the gymnasium at Mitau he was thortails.
oughly instructed in the elements of physiology, chemistry and
hygiene, and this training, supplemented by his year's work in the
Baltimore medical college, has given him a preparation for his
He manufactures a number of
calling that few druggists enjoy.
remedies which have been introduced to the trade throughout a
large section of the United States. In addition to his drug store
at Shenandoah he conducts another store at Mahanoy City. This
branch store was established in 1906 and is in charge of a regisThe Shenandoah store
tered pharmacist, with one apprentice.
employs two clerks, both of whom are capable and competent men.
Mr. Kazunas is a Socialist in his political views, though he has
never been an aspirant for political honors. He is a member of
Gen. Harrison Lodge, No. 251, Knights of Pythias; the Lithuanian Alliance of America, and a beneficial organization known as
the Sons of Lithuania. On Aug. 6, 1901, Mr. Kazunas was united
in marriage to Miss Regina Anna Boczkowski, whose father is
the editor of the Lithuanian paper at Mahanoy City called "The
Saule" (The Sun.) To this union has .been born one son, Mark
Leo, born May 20, 1904.
Keeny, Peter M., head of the grammar school of Pine Grove,
and a farmer, was born in Schuylkill county, March 27, 1861. He
is a son of Elias N. and Isabella (Moyer) Keeny, both natives of
Pennsylvania, the father of this county and the mother of Berks
county.
Elias Keeny was a farmer and had no other vocation
during his life time. The farm which he worked is now in the
hands of a third generation of Keenys. He was a school director
for man}' years and an earnest member of and worker in the
Lutheran church, in the doctrines and tenets of which faith his
family was reared. He died Dec. 6, 1896. His widow is still living and is a resident of North Pine Grove. Prof. Keeny is the
eldest of the children in the family.
John H. is a blacksmith,
working at his trade in Myerstown, Lebanon county Charles N.,
formerly a teacher, is now a rural mail carrier; Kate died at the
age of nine; and Elmer N. is a teacher. The subject of this sketch
received his preparatory intellectual training in the count}- and
borough schools and in 1887 was graduated at the Keystone state
normal school and given a teacher's certificate. Four years prior
to his graduation he had begun teaching, and he has continued it
;
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ever -lince. Of the twenty-five or more years he has spent in pedagogic work nineteen have been in his present [wsition. Tliat he
by the length oi servIS cininenllv tilted fur the work is evidenced
•****/.
'>c was united in
Dec.
schi>ols.
Grove
24.
'I'ine
the
ice in
i'olly Ciroh, a native of Lebanon county and a
licr parents are
K. and Ly<iia (Keller) tlroh.
,;
The
both living, rcMtliiig on a farm in I'ine Grove l>>\vn»hi|).
Minnie
nuinlur
in
two
Keeny
are
Mrs.
and
children of I'rol.
Lvdia. a graduate oi the Pine tiro've schools in the cla»»s of H/V*.
Hoth father a-'' -' "• m, ml,, rs of the I'alriolic
aiid Harry 11.
,.

,

—

t'rdir of the Sons of America
Kehlcr. Albert B., of l,4KU>t

..u.-, 1iM.-i- i,,;-. dealer in homedrcsscd beef, lie was born in Eldred township. Schuylkill county.
Apr. 22. i.S<i3. and is a son of Joel and rathcrinc Bciisinger) KihThe lather, who was a farmer, merchant and butcher, spent
ler.
the larger part of his active life in this county. Si.\ of the chiUlrcn
born to the parents arc living, of whom .\lbert H. is the fourth in
order of birth. The others arc Catherine, wife of E. S. KehUr;
William. Lafavette. Elmira. the wife of Frank Knapp, and Jennie,
the wife of Charles Moser. The subject of this sketch was reared
in Eldrcd township, in the common schools of which he received
When he had completed his sclxToling he learned
his education.
the butcher's trade and in 1894 cmliarked in business for himself
.1

1

(

Mis excellent slock, his finely ccpiipped store and
at Locust Dale.
his ability to please soon brought him a patronage which has increased from year to year until now he docs an annual business
to the amount' of !?6.ooo. His earnings of the past few years have
enabled him to erect a handsome, modern residence. In 1.S93 was
solemnized Mr. Kchler's marriage to Miss Alice Schwalm. a
Mr. and
:!ucr of Emanuel Schwalm. of Hegins township.
Kehlcr have no children of their own. but have an adopted
daughter. Larvetta. The familv are ardent and conscientious members of and workers in the United Evangelical church of Locust
Dale. Politicallv Mr. Kehler is a Republican, but is interested in
'ics only so' far as they give him opportunity to exercise his
His fraternal rela^;nent in the selection' of office-holders.
tions are with the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America. He is
wealthy ancl influential and personally is a man of fine physique,
'

excellent cirriagc. and hearty, genial manner.

Jackson, a prosperous retail dealer in meats,
of business is Locust Dale, was born in Eldred townHe is a son of John and Chrisship, this county. Sept. 16. 1862.
tiana (Bensingcr) Kehler, both of whom were born in Eldred
township. The two grandfathers. John Kehler and Jacob P.cnsingcr. were prominent agriculturists in the early days of SchuylThe father. John Kehler. was for many years a farkill county.
mer of Eldred township, leaving that occupation to engage in the
mercantile trade in .Ashland. From Ashland he came to make his
home in Locust Dale, where he spent the remainder of his days.
He was the father of six children three of whom survive—ToKehler,

Andrew

whose place

—

;
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Andrew J., and Sheridan. The subject of this sketch spent
his early life in Schuylkill-.county, attending the common schools
On attaining his majority he learned the
of llegins township.
bias,

trade of Imtcher and as a journeyman in that trade was employed
In 1893 he embarked in
for eight years by an uncle, F. J. Kehler.
business for himself as a retailer and has met with a success far
In Nov., 1885, Mr.
exceeding his most sanguine expectations.
Kehler was united in marriage to Miss Mary Monroe, a daughter
This union has been blessed
of John Monroe, of Locust Dale.
with three children Frank, John and Edgar. The family are all
communicants of the United Evangelical church of Locust Dale.
In politics Mr. Kehler is a Republican, and as the candidate of that
party he was ejected township treasurer, a position which he filled
with dignity and ability for a full term. Fraternally he is identiHe is enfied with the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America.
terprising and public-spirited and withal is a most valued member
of the community.
Kehler, Felix F., a prosperous farmer in Eldred township, was
born at his present home, March 21, 1854. His father, Peter Kehler, was born on the same farm, which his father, John Kehler,
He secured a
located in the pioneer days of Schuylkill county.
large body of wild land which succeeding generations of his famOriginally it was
ily have cleared up and rendered productive.
covered with heavy hardwood timber, and almost endless labor
was required to subdue the forest and establish a comfortable
home. John Kehler was the first of the family name to locate in
Schuylkill county, where he has a numerous posterity. There are
now many prosperous farmers in Eldred township who trace their
ancestry, near or remote, to John Kehler.
He was obliged to
clear a spot on which to locate his pioneer cabin, and ended his
days in an almost fruitless effort to prepare a portion of his land
for cultivation. But succeeding generations have benefited by his
labors, as do all successors of the early pioneers. Peter Kehler,
father of the subject of this sketch, took up the work of his father
and occupied the parental home and farm when he reached the
years of maturity, as his son, Felix, is now doing" in the continuance of the family heritage. This was the "home" of the pioneer
preachers as thej^ made their rounds among the people, and the
log barn erected by grandfather John Kehler, was one of the earl}^
preaching points. In later years he assisted in building the first
church in the community, as his son, Peter, still later, assisted in
rebuilding and modernizing it. The mother of Felix Kehler was,
in maidenhood. Miss Elizabeth Fetterholf, also a native of this
county, and a daughter of Samuel Fetterholf. Peter Kehler died
in 1886, and his widow survived him until 1894.
Following is a
record concerning their children Emanuel, lives at Mount Carmel
Mar_v, who married William M. Snyder, is now deceased Samuel
died at the age of fort3'-one Sarah is the wife of Elias K. Hepler
and lives in Tamaqua; Fritta became the wife of William K. Sn}^der, and both are now dead; Felix F. was the sixth in order of

—

:

;

;
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birth; Lizzie inarru-il >.iimul I'.auni. hut i> iimw i1«iim>»imI Amelia
Kldreil townj-liip:
is the wife of Lewis Staiir aiul i> liviiiR in
;

I-'nitna
is

married

_|i>hu

ZimnuTmau and

a resident of Lebanon,

lives at Pitman, and I'ctcr
Mr. Kebler received a common-

I'a.

school education an<l continued to live at home, tilliiiR the farm,
He then bought the old
for fourteen years after leaving; school.
home place, consisting of 125 acres of improved latul anrl twentyone acres of timber land. He is enpaped in peneral farming, stock
raisinp and market pardeninp, and gives considerable attention to

He markets his products principally at Mount
fruit prowinp.
Carmel and ,\shland. Mr. Kehlcr was married in 1S74 to Miss
Paulina Maurer. dauphter of Peter and Rachel Maurer. of I-'Idred
township. Lipht children have been born to this union, the first
two born, Maude and Oscar, beinp deceased Henry is at home
He married Minnie
cnpagcd in operatinp the parental farm.
Gchrcs, and has two children. Frank and John. Lizzie is the wife
of Felix Herb, oi KIdred townshiji. and they have one child.
Prelha.
Peter, Emma and Robbie are still unfler the parental
roof, and Frank is dead.
Mr. Kehlcr has always been a hanlworkinp man and has devoted his life to apricidtural pursuits.
He served nine years as a member of the Eldred township school
hoard.
He casts his vote for the nominees of the Republican
:

party. Tlie family are members of Zion Evangelical church. The
only social or fraternal orpanization with which Mr. Kchler is
connected is the Patriotic Order of the Sons of .\merica. and he
holds membership in Camp No. 184. at Pitman.
He is a well
known and highly esteemed citizen, and his family has hiph social
standinp in the community.
The Kehler home and farm are
among the best in the township.
Kehler. Irvin M., is the proprietor of a prosperous wholesale
cattle
buying business and a stock yards at Locust
He "is a son of Franklin and Lydia fSnyder)
Dale.
March 16, 1865. in Eldred townKehler, and was born
ship.
His paternal grandfather. John Kehler, a native Peiuisylvanian. of German ancestry, was a prominent farmer of
Eldred township for many years and his father, who was also
a live-stock dealer for more
the early days from P)ufTalo to
.\shland. The father died in 1904, leaving a family of six children,
of whom the subject of this memoir is the youngest. The others
arc Franklin J.. Henry C, Robert C. Pruclla. wife of H. H. C.eist.
and Johanna, the wife of Dr. J. D. Kiefcr. Irvin M. Kehler was
reared in the township in which he was born and attended the
public schools there. His scholastic training was rounded out with
a course in the Gratz acarlemy. of Dauphin county, and when he
had completed his studies he entered the employ of his father. For
twenty-one years he has been engaged in the business and has
undoubtedly the best equipped abattoir in the county. His business amounts to $3,000 weekly, and is exclusively in western-fed
cattle, all of which are slaughtered and dressed at Locust Dale.

engaged

in agricultural pursuits,

than forty years, driving cattle

was

in
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1893 Mr. Kehler married Miss Clara Moser, a daughter of
George and Catherine Moser, of Columljia county. By this union
he is the father of five children, Blanche Marguerite, Ethel P.,
Miriam M., Irvin Ralph and Henry Franklin. The family are
members of and workers in the United Evangelical church of
Locust Dale, and for nearly fifteen years Mr. Kehler has been
superintendent of the Sabbath school of the same. In politics he

In

He is known throughis a Republican, but is not an office-seeker.
out the county as an enterprising and progressive citizen and as
specially skilled in his line.
Kehler, Joseph J., a farmer and real-estate dealer of Frackville,
Pa., was born in Eldred township, Schuylkill county, Jan. 19,
1849, a son of George H. and Sarah (Fetterholf) Kehler, both of

whom

were natives of Schuylkill county. John Kehler, grandfather of Joseph J., was a native of Schuylkill county and was a
He married Elizabeth
prominent farmer of Eldred township.
Hepler. Samuel Fetterholf, the maternal grandfather of our subject, also was a farmer of Eldred township, but died in Dauphin
George H.
county. The maiden name of his wife was Maurer.
Kehler, the father of Joseph J., was for many years a farmer of
Eldred township and was a large land-holder, but in later life he
removed to Mahanoy City, where he died. His family consisted
of two sons and one daughter, of whom Joseph J. was the only
one who grew to years of maturity. Joseph J. Kehler was reared
on the old homestead in Eldred township, where he attended the
public schools of the day, later attending schools in Philadelphia
and at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., in which latter city he was a student
At the age 'of fifteen
in the famous Eastman business college.
years he initiated his independent career by becoming a clerk in
a general store at Ashland, Pa., where he remained one year, after
which he was in charge of a general store in Eldred township for
five

years.

He

then,

in

1872,

became engaged

in

farming and

operating a mill in Eldred township. He followed this vocation
Later he removed to
tmtil 1S81, when he removed to Frackville.
Ashland, where he was engaged in conducting a general store until
1905, when he sold the business to his son, Webster, and returned
to Frackville. He has since been a resident of that city, devoting
his attention to farming and real estate. He is also a stockholder
in and director of the First National bank of Frackville, of which
he was one of the original organizers. He is a Republican in his
political proclivities, having served in the borough council, and is
a member of Camp No. 66, Patriotic Order of the Sons of America.
Religiously Mr. Kehler is a zealous member of the United Evangelical church and always maintains an active interest in the work
of that denomination.
For many years he has been superintendent of the Sunday school and is one of the leaders in the weeklj'
society meetings.
In 1871 was solemnized the marriage of Mr.
Kehler to Mary J. Hepler, a daughter of Elias and Elizabeth
(Fisher) Hepler, of Eldred township, and thcA^ are the parents
of four children T. Webster Elizabeth A., wife of G. W. Hop-

—

;
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per Jennie- E.. wife of Jolin E. Dyer, and Joseph J., Jr.. principal of
the high school al I'uHsville, I'a.
Kehler, Lewis F., is- niiinberccl among the rcprcsintativc agnClliu^rl^t^ oi his native township of Eldrcd and is a nicmbcr of
one ol tlie sterling pioneer faniilies of Schuylkill county. lie was
born in the lown>lup noted and the dale ol his nativity was Feb.
He is a son ol I'etcr an«l lliizabelh ^l•elterholf) Kehler,
j». US50.
the former likewise born in lildred township and the latter in
:

Dauphin county, this slate. I'eter Kehkr. who was a son of John
Kehler, was reared in Eldred township and his educational privileges in his youth were limited to a somewhat irregular attendlis entire
the primitive subscription schools of the day.
to agricultural pursuits and both he and his wife
LSoth
continued to reside in Eldred township until their death.
were zealous members of the i:van),'elical church and in politics
he was a stanch Republican, lie served as treasurer of his church
and was a man who commanded unqualified esteem. He died in
1885. at the age of si.xty-tivc years, and his devoted wife passed
away in iS()i. at the same age. They became the parents of
twelve children, one of whom died in* infancy. Emanuel, who was
a soldier in the civil war. resides at Mount Carmel. Pa., and is a
farmer and butcher by vocation Mary, who became the wife of

ance
life

I

in

was devoted

;

who was a farmer in Eldred
township, died in 188O: Sarah is the wife of l",lias llepler. of Tamaqua, this county; Fritta became the wife of William K. Snyder
and both are now deceased F'elix resides on the old homestead
farm Lewis P., of this sketch, was the next in order of birth
Lizzie became the wife of Samuel Baum and is now deceased
Amelia is the wife of Lewis I. Stahr, of Eldred township; Emma
Peter is a
is the wife of John Zimmerman, of Pitman, this county
resident of Lebanon. Pa.; and the one who died in childhood was
named Lottie. Lewis F. Kehler was reared under the sturdy discipline of the home farm and was afforded the advantages of the
At the age of eighteen years he left the parental
local schools.
home and learned the blacksmith trade, to which he devoted his
attention for some time. He then became identified with the nurser>' business, with J. J. Kehler, looking after the stock and also
acting as salesman. He continued to be thus engaged for a period
of eight years, making a specialty of small fruits and becoming an
adept in their cultivation. In 1886 he purchased the Henry KehThe place comprises seventyler farm, which is now his home.
six acres, of which sixty-one are under cultivation. The farm was
badly run down when he assumed possession and he has developed it into one of the model places of Eldred township, having
erected substantial buildings, including his attractive and commodious residence. C>n the place he has 300 apple and pear trees,
and he also raises choice varieties of small fruits of all kinds. He
makes a specialty of selling fruits and vegetables and commands
a large trade in various towns in the vicinity. His career has been
marked by industrj' and good management and through his own
William Snyder, died

in 1901

;

Samuel,

;

;

;

;
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he has achieved a worthy and gratifying success. Though
never a seeker of pubhc office, Mr. Kehler takes a loyal interest
in local affairs and is a stanch supporter of the cause of the Republican party. He and his wife are members of the Evang;elical
church, in which he has served as trustee, steward and assistant
In 1874 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Kehler
class leader.
to Miss Lena Hering, daughter of Henry Hering, of Eldred township, and of this union were born eight children, two of whom
died in infancy; Jane is the wife of George W. Zimmerman, who
assists in the work and management of Mr. Kehler's farm, and the
children of this union are Beulah, Pearl, Iva, Samuel and Lewis
Curtis Calvin died at the age of nine years; Lillie is the wife of
Arthur W. Kessel, a successful teacher in the schools of Eldred
township, and they have four children Cora, Florence,- Maude
and Benjamin; Kate, Maude and Frank, the three younger children of Mr. Kehler, remain at the parental home.
Keller, Charles, proprietor of an up-to-date clothing and furnishing store in Schuylkill Haven, was born below Hamburg, Berks
county. Pa., Dec. 25, 1849. Fie is a son of Reuben and Lucy N.
(Seidel) Keller, both natives of Berks county. He took advantage
of the courses afforded by the Schuylkill Haven schools, and
rounded out his educational training" by a course in the Lebanon
Valley college. In 1871 he embarked in the flour and feed business, leaving it subsequently to open a stationery store. His advent
in his present business was in 1881 and since that time he has
been most successfully conducting it. In politics Mr. Keller is a
strong upholder of the cause of the Prohibition party. The only
office he has ever held is that of school director.
In religious
matters he is identified with the United Brethren church, and he
has served for more than a quarter of a centurj' as superintendent
of the Sunday school.
For more than twenty years, also, he has
been a member of the board of trustees of the institution. On
May 28, 1869, Mr. Keller married Miss Mary Shappell, daughter
of Franklin and Rebecca (Reber) Shappell, 'of Schuylkill Haven.
Seven sons and three daughters were born to this union, of whom
three sons and the daughters survive.
The eldest, Robert, is a
tailor, and the others are William, George, Margaret, Carrie and
IMary.
Fraternallv Mr. Keller is associated with but one order,
the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America.
For some thirteen
years he was financially interested in the Eureka knitting mills,

efforts

—

which were burned to the ground in Sept., 1906, as a result of
being struck by lightning. Mr. Keller is distinctively an upright
Christian gentleman, one who carries the precepts of the golden
rule and the ten commandments into his daily life.
Kelley, John J., attornej^ at law, Tamaqua, Pa., is a son of Martin and Elizabeth (Reilly) Kelley, natives, respectively, of Philadelphia and Tamaqua.
At the age of seventeen Martin Kelley
left the parental home in Philadelphia and came to Pottsville,
where he was employed as an apprentice to the machinist's trade
in the Palo Alto shops.
In 1S64 he went on the road as an em-
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ployc oi the I'hilatlclpliia vS: KcaditiK Railroad company, and has
For the past
been with that corporation continuously since.
thirty-two years he has been a passenger conductor between I'otlsFor a more complete family history, sec
viilc and Willianisport.
pcrM>nal sketch of Martin KclKy. John J. Kelley, ti>e subject of
this article, was born in Taniaiiua, Feb. 25, 1S75. lie enjoyed excellent educational opportunities, and after Kraduating from the
I'amaqua high school, in i.S«jj, he entered (JeorRctown rnivcrsily,
Washington, U. C, from which renowned institution he was graduated with the class of 1897. "'^ ''i'^'" '""^''^' "P *'ic study of law,
and while thus engaged he accepted a clerkship in the offices of
the riuladclphia & Reading Railroad Company. He was admitted
to the bar of Schuylkill county in 1900, and at once established his
offices in his native boriuigh, where he has been successful as an
Mr. Kelley is a jjrominent and
attorney and counsellor at law.
well-known young ntan who sustains the highest social standing
He is a Democrat in iiolitical views, and the
in the community.
family are Roman Catholics in religious affiliations.
Kelley, Martin, the oldest conductor in point of service on the

&

Reading Railroad, was
father. Martin Kelley.
died in 1850. while still a young man. in the employ of the I'liilafklphia & Reading, and the mother died soon afterward. Of the

Shamokin
born

in

division of the I'hiladelphia
His
I'hiladelphia. Dec. 21. 1845.

—

Lewis, a bachelor, who is a retired
children but two now survive
business man. and Martin. The subject of this review received his
education at Port Richmond and when he had completed his scholastic training he went into the service of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad as a brakeman. This was in 1864, anrl his employment with the comjiany has been continuous since that year. ,\fter
his first year as brakeman he was made freight conductor and a
year later was made baggage-master on a jiassenger train between Pottsville and Tamaqua. His promotion to the position
of passenger conductor came in 1873 and since that year he has had
the same run. He is deservedly proud of the star and bar which
he wears on his sleeve, the star denoting a quarter of a century of
service as conductor and the bar five years more. In all his years
of service he has never had an accident of any kind, and no passenger on his train has ever been injured in any way. May t8. 1869,
Mr. Kelley was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth C. Reilly, a
native of Tamaqua and a daughter of John and Rose Reilly. pioneer
settlers, both deceased.
Six children blessed the marriage. The
eldest. Rose M., is at home with her parents .Mary A. is a milliner
in Tamaqua: John J. is an attorney-at-law in Tamaqua: Harry L.
is in the employ of the railroad as clerk: Martin died in infancy,
and Gertrude J. is a teacher of music in Taniatjua. The family are
all devout comnninicants of the Catholic churcli.
Kenna, Michael J., a retired citizen of Cumbola. was born in the
town where he now resides, on Apr. 15. i860, his parents being
Michael and Mary (Dowling) Kenna, both natives of Queens
county, Ireland. They came to this country in 1848 and settled in
:
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Blythe township, Schuylkill county, where the father followed his
trade of shoemaker until, his death, in May, 1875, at the age of
The mother died in 1889 at the age of sixtyforty-eight years.
They reared to maturity a family of five children, three of
five.
whom are living. Catherine is the widow of William Batersby and
lives at Elizabethport, N. J.; Michael J. is the subject of this
sketch; and Mary is the wife of Hugh McLoughlin. Ann married
Lawsena Whalen, and Bridget married Thomas Devlin. Both are
now deceased. Michael J. Kenna attended the schools of Blythe
township, where he acquired a practical working education. He
learned the shoemaker's trade with his father and followed that

when he practically retired from
by judicious investments in real estate accumulated about $20,000 worth of property. Mr. Kenna is a Democrat and takes a commendable interest in advancing the interests
occupation from 1875 to 1892,
active business, having

of his party's principles. He has served as tax collector for three
years and was for six years a member of the school board. April
23, 1885, he was united in marriage to Miss Julia, daughter of Edward and Julia (Whalen) Doyle, of Cumbola. For her ancestral
history see the sketch of Edward V. Doyle. Mr. and Mrs. Kenna
have six children living Mary, Edward, Genevieve, Katie, Elizabeth and Rose. The family are members of the Holy Family
Catholic church of New Philadelphia, and Mr. Kenna belongs to
the Ancient Order of Hibernians.
Keogh, Bernard J., proprietor of the bottling works at Shenandoah, was born in that city, Jan. 27, 1874. His parents, John and
Ellen (Dolan) Keogh, were both born in Ireland, but were married in Pottsville, lived for a number of years in St. Clair, and
came to Shenandoah in 1873. In early years the father was a
miner, but in his later life he was engaged in the liquor business.
He died in 1890, in Shenandoah, where his widow is still living.
Of their twelve children seven survive, viz.: Mrs. E. J. McGinnis,
Edward, John, Michael, Katie, Patrick and Bernard J. John and
Bernard are married and Katie is a teacher. Bernard J. Keogh
attended the schools of his native city in his boyhood, and at eight
years of age found employment as a slate-picker in the mines. He
followed mining until he was about sixteen years old, when he
took a position in the bottling works of Cleary Bros. After some
time with this concern he engaged in the retail meat business, but
in 1897 he sold his meat market and started a bottling works of
his own, in which line he still continues.
He employs two men
besides himself and requires two teams to distribute the products
of his plant. He puts up all kinds of "soft" or temperance drinks
and the quality of his goods, as well as his promptness in filling
orders, has been the means of building up for him a satisfying

—

Mr. Keogh is a Democrat in his political affiliations
and was for three years a member of the board of school directors.
He is a member of the Annunciation Roman Catholic church and
belongs to all the social and beneficial societies connected with
that faith, notably the Ancient Order of Hibernians and the
patronage.
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Annunciatiun, niul lie is also a member of tlic Phoenix
cumpaiiy. He is a mcmhcr of the fraternal r)riler of I'.ais'les
and tile Kuresters. In iy<x) Mr. Keo^h was united in marriage
to Miss HridRet, daughter of I'atrick and Julia Dolphin, both natives of Ireland, though Mrs. Keogh was born in Shenandoah.
Kesslcr, John M., one of the oldest residents of Ilegins townHis grandfather,
ship, was born in that township, Nov. i.^. 1822.
Michael Kessler, was a native of Berks county, but came to
Here ho bought a tract of
Schuylkill c<ninty in the year 1800.
lie gave the site for
wild land, cleared a farm and built a mill,
lie married
the first school house and church in the township.
Polly Grim and they both died on the farm he thus established.
His son Michael, the father of John M., came with him to this
county, and married a Miss Arnold, by whom he had eight children,
viz.:
.\braham. Michael, John M., Christiana, Philip, Catherine,
Harriet and Magdalena. Abraham was a farmer, lie married Kate
Riekel and moved to Lykens \'alley. They had one son, Reuben,
who became a distiller. Michael died, unmarried, at the age of
He was a miller at Hegins. Christiana is
seventy-five years.
Philip,
the widow of John Lucas and lives in Barry township.
now dead, was a farmer and mason. Catherine died, single, at
the age of sixty-five years. Harriet is the widow of Jose()h Staub
and lives at Lancaster. Magdalena is the widow of Gabriel Barth
and lives in IHibly township. The mother of these children died
and Michael Kessler married Catherine Boyer. who had been
twice married before, and had two sons Franklin Haupt, now of
Mount Carmcl. and Charles 0\-erfield, deceased. To this second
William
marriage of Mr. Kessler's father were born five children
B., a farmer of Hegins township; Caroline, widow of Daniel DieLevi, who married Rebecca Hoch and is now dead Joel,
bert
who married Sarah Hoch and is now a farmer in Hegins township: and Elias, who married Elizabeth Stutzman and lived on the
old homestead until his death, in 18S7. John M. Kessler received
a limited education and learned the trade of miller, which he followed until 1851. when he gave it up on account of his health and
bought from William Hoch seventy-nine acres of land, upon which
he began farming. He still lives on the farm, the house in which
he resides having been built by him in 1861. He is a member of
the Gnirch of God and is a Republican in politics, but has never
aspired to office. In 1845 he married Miss Elizabeth, daughter of
Michael and Elizabeth (Snyder) Wolfgang, of Schuylkill county,
and to this marriage were born eight children. Cornelius was a
carpenter, married Luzanna Geist and died at Mount Carmcl at
the age of fifty-seven years. Joseph is a contractor and builder at
Shamokin, and is also treasurer of the Shamokin Lumber and
Manufacturing Company. He married Polly Engle. Sarah married E. E. Greider. of Lancaster. John W. married Amelia Kimmel, and was a farmer and proprietor of the Marion hotel at Shamokin at the time of his death, in 1894. Michael W.. the fifth child,
is mentioned more fully below.
Lydia is the wife of John Gahnes,
Kni(;lits of

fire

:

:

;

;
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Elizabeth is Mrs. James M. Boycr, of Ashof Eldred township.
Michael W. Kessler
land. William died at the age of six years.
was born on April 22, 1858. He grew to manhood on the farm
and was educated in the local schools. He married Mary, daughter of George and Harriet (Klinger) Kimmel, of Barry township,
and they have two daughters, yVlverda E. and Jennie B., both at
their parents. Alverda attended the Freeburg musical
and Jennie attended the state normal school at Millersville; she has taught for six years in the Schuylkill county schools.
Mr. Kessler has a well improved farm and a fine orchard of over
400 trees of all varieties, as well as a fine assortment of small
fruits, his products finding a ready market at Minersville and
other adjacent towns. He is a Republican and was for twentytwo years a school director. He belongs to Camp No. 85, Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, at Weishample, and to the
Church of God, at the same place. He was for eight years superintendent of the Sunday school and takes a lively interest in
church work.
Ketner, George W., of Orwigsburg, a farmer and a manufacturer
of paper boxes, was born in Schuylkill county, March 25, 1857,
a son of Samuel and Catherine (Maurer) Ketner. The father was
a stationary engineer and had the unique distinction of being the
A
first man to hoist coal from the mines of Schuylkill county.
physical deformity prevented his participation in the Civil war,
but he was an ardent upholder of the Union cause and was strong
He was exceedingly
in his denunciation of slavery and rebellion.
well read and a man of fine intellect. His death, in 1869, resulted
from injuries received while blasting rock, the concussion causing
a pile of lumber to fall on him. He married Mrs. Catherine
(Maurer) Hartline, the widow of John Hartline, and by her first
marriage she had three sons and a daughter. The subject of this
Her death ocsketch was the only child of her second union.
curred in 1905, at the age of ninety years. George W. Ketner received his education in the common schools of Berks county and
in Northumberland, upon the completion of which he found employment in the shops of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad at
Reading. Then for a time he was a brakeman and subsequently

home with
college,

He left railroad life to operate a
stationary engine in a rope factory and from that business got
into the paper-box industry.
He continued in this line with the
Webekind Paper Box Company until 1891, when, upon the death
of Mr. Augustus Webekind (his father-in-law), he disposed of his
interest in the firm and removed to Orwigsburg and embarked in
the business in his own name. He emplo^^s some eighteen helpers, and the average daily output is 10,000 boxes
an amount
which required 100 hands to turn out daily before the invention
of modern machinery.
His trade territorj^ is not very extensive,
only the immediate neighborhood being supplied, but his patronage is exclusive and unchanging. In politics he is an ardent Republican and before his removal from Reading he was chairman
became a locomotive engineer.

—
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lie was als«> at the time
of llic Twi'lfth ward Republican club,
of bis cbaiiKC of residence a member of tbe Keadiiij; scboul board.

Feb. J, 1888. Mr. Ketner married Mrs. Amelia Kneip, a wi<low
Her parents were .XuKu^tus ami Joanna
witb one son. (Near.
Webekind. native (iermans. and at tbe time of their ilemise residents oi Kcadiiifj. Hotb Mr. and Mrs. Ketner are communicants
of tbe Lutberan cburcb and in a fraternal way be is identified witb
tbe Benevolent and I'roleclivc Urdcr of lilk.s and tbe Patriotic
Order of tbe Sons of .\merica. By bard work and tbe maintaining
of tbe most exacting code of bonesty be bas won for bimsclf an
enviable place in tbe social and commercial life of )rwigsl>urK.
Ketner, William B., was born in West Brunswick township, near
Moiini), Sciuiylkill county, Sept. ~. i86<). a son of brank and Rebecca (Hoy) Ketner. He is the third son of a family nf three sons
and three dauRbtcrs, viz.: GeorRe \V.. .Mary. Emma R.. .Mien F.,
William B. and Bella. GeorKc Mary, Bella and .Mien are deceased. Allen married Sallic Faust, daughter of Jacob Faust, and
.Mien died in 1896.
they bad two children, Olie and Herman.
Emma is the wife of John M. Ilardinper. of I'incdale. The father
of William B. Ketner was engaged as a farmer during the active
His wife died July
portion of bis life, but is now living retired.
29, 1906. at tbe age of seventy-one years. William B. Ketner was
graduated from tbe township schools, after which be took a course
at the normal school at Kutztown, Pa., and later one in the Northwestern normal school of Valparaiso. Ind. He adopted the profession of the teacher and taught school in Brunswick township
In 1901 be concluded to change his occupation
for fourteen years.
and went into a general mercantile business at Pincdale, witb
which business be is at present occupied. He has a finely equipped
store, and uses up-to-date methods in his management of his establishment. Mr. Ketner was married June i, 1894. to Miss Anna
Fahl.
They have four children, one son and three flaughters,
Helen E., Leon ^^, Ada M.. and Grace M., all of whom are living.
Mr. Ketner is a member of Symmetry Lodge, Xo. 103, Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, of Hamburg, and is past grand in this
lodge. His political affiliations are Democratic, and be is at present a justice of tbe peace, an office which he has held for two
terms, and is now a candidate for a third term. The family arc of
the Lutheran faith, and are membeis of Zion's red church of PineMr. Ketner is a deacon of tbe church and president of tbe
dale.
joint church council, and was president of the committee in charge
of the anniversary- celebration which was held in 1905 and which
'

was known

as tbe scsqui-centennial.
Kleindienst, Charles P., proprietor of a cafe and quick-meal lunch
room at Shenandoah, was born at Middleport. Schuylkill county,
Sept. 19. 1865. his parents being John and Mary (Stein) Kleindienst. both natives of Germany. During the Civil war tbe father
sei-ved as a soldier in tbe 48th Pennsylvania infantry, was wounded
at Gettysburg, and died at Mahanoy City in 1882. Tbe mother is
still living there.
Of their children those living are: Charles F.,
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the subject of this sketch; Joseph 1!., who for the past ten years
has been a member of the coal and iron pohcc and hves at Mahanoy
City; Frederick, a barber in rhihi(k:l])hia Frank, a fireman at Girard college, in Philadelphia; and Caroline, wife of Charles McCharles F. Kleindienst graduated in
Clearen, of Mahanoy City.
the high school at Mahanoy City and began his life's career as a
He was employed
slate-picker in a breaker at New Philadelphia.
in the mines until he was about twenty-two years old, when he
was elected constable, being the only Republican ever elected to
At the close of his first
office in the First ward of Mahanoy City.
term he was re-elected and was then appointed on the coal and
iron police, where he served until he engaged in his present busi;

which he opened Nov. 29, 1904, though he had been a resident of Shenandoah for ten years prior to that date. During his
service as a member of the police, which covered all the important
strikes in that period, he was several times seriously injured by
lawless persons. On one occasion he was stabbed in the face on
another his head was almost crushed with a "billy," and on others
These things did not deter him
bullets penetrated his clothing.
from doing his whole duty. Fie was a terror to law-breakers and
made a number of important arrests, for which he was highly commended. Mr. Kleindienst is prominently identified wjth the work
of secret orders, being a member of Shenandoah Lodge, No. 511,
Free and Accepted Masons, and Gen. Grant Lodge, No. 575, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of Mahanoy City. While in
Mahanoy City he was a member of the Citizens' steam fire company
and for seven years was assistant chief. He also belonged for a
number of years to the Rescue hook and ladder compan}' of Shenandoah. In politics he is an unswerving Republican and is always
ready to do his part in winning a victory for his party. He has
served as committeeman in the Second ward, has been a member and president of the city school board, and is recognized as
one of the progressive and public spirited citizens of the town.
His place of business is well appointed and enjoys a large patronage, due in a great measure to the personal popularity of the proprietor. On July 14, 1887, Mr. Kleindienst and Miss Mary, daughter of Nicholas Hess, of Mahanoy City, were united in marriage.
This union was blessed with five children, of whom Maimie is the
only one living. She is a graduate of the Shenandoah high school
and lives with her parents. The famil)^ belong to the Trinity Reformed church.
Kline, Albert H., a prominent and well known citizen of Schuylkill Haven, was born at Landingville, Schujdkill county, Pa., on
Apr. I, 1863. His parents, William D. and Elizabeth (Hoy) Kline,
were both natives of this county, the father having been born at
Schuylkill Haven, and the mother at Orwigsburg. Albert Kline received his education in the public schools of his native borough,
completing the course in the high school at that place. His youth
was employed in various avocations, but his earlv manhood rears
were devoted to general merchandising. Becoming interested in
ness,

;
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manufacturing, lie abantloncd his nuTcantilc pursuits and o|)<'ncd
This
a factory for the manufacture of knit goods and underwear.
has proved a profitable business venture, and has grown witli the
passing years until the annual business is large and profitable.
Mr. Kline was married Sept. 2$, 1889. to Miss ICinma K., daughter
01 Hcnjamin F. and Angclinc (Uutz) Lessig, of Schuylkill Haven.
Mr. and .Mrs. Kline are members of the Reformed church. Their
only child is named \\ illiam .\lbcrf. born Dec. 10, iSf/). Mr. Kline
lie has neither sought nor held
is a Republican in political views,
The only social fraternity with which he is now
public otlice.
Mr.
afViliated is the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America.
Kline is a director of the First National bank of Schuylkill Haven
and was one of its organizers.
Kline, William H.. proprietor of the popular resort known as
Kline's cafe, in Totlsville, was born at Lititz, Lancaster county,
He is the eldest of six children born to Hiram
Pa., Jan. 14, 1854.
and Barbara (Beck) Kline, natives of Lancaster county. Pa. His
father, who was a prosperous farmer, spent his life in his native
county. He died in Lancaster, Dec. 26, 1885. His wife is living.
The children of this family are as follows: William H. is the subject of this sketch; Emma, born Jan. i, 1858, is the wife of Samuel
Miller, a farmer in Lancaster county; ICzra, who was born Oct.
10. i860, is a farmer on the old homestead in Warwick township,
Lancaster county; Hiram, born Nov. 3, 1862, is also a farmer in
Warwick township; Kate, born Jan. 21, 1865, married Horace
William IL Kline was
Sturgis and lives in the town of Lititz.
educated in the public schools of his native county and in the town
He began his independent career
schools of the same locality.
as a farmer, a vocation which engaged his attention for the first
He then engaged in mercantile
three years after his marriage.
pursuits for a time, and later was in the hotel business in FarmersHis next business venture was
ville and Lancaster for six years.
at the Tumbling Run hotel, near Pottsville, which he conducted
successfully for seven years. From there he went to Reading and
conducted the State cafe, at 503 Penn street, and was successful
beyond expectations. In 1902 Mr. Kline came to Pottsville and
opened the popular cafe which bears his name. During his sojourn
of seven years at Tumbling Run he had demonstrated the wisdom
of such a venture in Pottsville, and this was the culmination of a
Kline's cafe is unquestionlong cherished desire in this direction.
ably the most popular resort of its character in the borough, and
the proprietor and his able assistants are ever vigilant in keeping
it so.
The cuisine is such as to satisfy the most epicurean appetite, while the bar is stocked with the choicest goods to be procured in the markets. The fixtures and appliances are first-class
Mr. Kline was married
in all respects, and strictly up-to-date.
Oct. 14. 1S79. to Miss Maggie Bowman, of Ephrata, Lancaster
count)'. Pa.
She is a daughter of George L. and Fannie ("Steinmets) Bowman. Her father is dead but her mother is living.
Three children have been born to the union of Mr. and Mrs. Kline,
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whom is George Edgar, born Oct. 29, 1880. He was
graduated from the rottsvillc higli school at the age of sixteen
years, and is a young man exceptionally bright and intellectual.
He is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,

the eldest of

Fraternal Order of Eagles, Young Men's Christian Association,
Baxter club, Turtle club, and Pottsville Game and Fish ProtectHe is employed in his father's business. The
ive association.
second born is Miss Elsie L., a young lady at home. She also
is a graduate of the high school, and is accomplished in those
William McKinle'y, whose
characteristics peculiar to her sex.
name is an index to the family politics, was born two days after
the first inauguration of the martyred president. Fie is a student
Mr. Kline is a member of the Lutheran church and
in school.
his wife sustains religious relations with the Reformed' church.
Mr. Kline holds membership in the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, Knights of Pythias, Dramatic Order of Knights of Khorassan, Pottsville gun club and the Liederkranz, the last being a
musical society.
Klock, Henry Albright, M. D., a prominent physician of Mahanoy City, is a descendant of one of the old families of Pennsylvania, five generations of which have been represented in the
population of Schuylkill county. In 1750 a German family consisting of the parents and three sons left their native province of
Wurtemberg in the Fatherland, and came to America. One of
these sons afterward settled in the state of New York, one located
in Canada, and the third, whose name was John Peter Klock, remained with his parents where they first settled, near Womelsdorf, Berks county, Pa.
John Peter Klock was the great-greatgrandfather of Doctor Klock. He was born Jan. i, 1743, and was
therefore but seven years of age when his parents came to this
country. In 1793 he removed to what is now Eldred township,
Schuylkill county, where he bought 342 acres of land in what was
known as the "Beauty Tract," and there engaged in agricultural
pursuits.
Part of this old homestead still remains in the possession of some of his descendants.
He built the first saw mill in
the Mahantongo valley and was a typical pioneer. His death occurred Dec. 19, 1818, and he was buried in the Lutheran cemetery
at Line Mountain, in Northumberland county.
Peter R. Klock,
the grandfather of the doctor, inherited the old homestead and
followed farming until 1866, when he retired. He was the father
of seven children, three sons and four daughters.
He was a prominent member of the Lutheran church and was one of the founders
of the old Union church in Eldred township, where he and his
wife lie buried. This church was erected by the Lutheran church
and the Evangelical association in i860. One of his sons was
Joseph, who learned the miller's trade, but after following that
occupation for several years he abandoned it to become a farmer.
In 1858 he removed to Pitman, where he was interested in farming
operations, mercantile pursuits and in buying and selling grain
and live stock until his death, which occurred" May 26, 1865." He
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Joseph Klock was horn in I'pper Mahantonp> township,
Nov. H), 1824. and his wife was horn in the same township, lice.
Two si>ns were horn to |osci)h and .Ma^dalcna Kluck:
J, i8iSthe subject of this sketch, and William Josiah, who resides on
Henry .\.
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the old homestead and is eiiRa^cd in farming.
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ship until he was thirteen years of a^e. when he eiitercil his
father's store as a clerk and remained in that |K»sitioii for about
five years.
In August, i860, he entered the Union seminary at
New Berlin, L'nion county, and studied in that institution for
one year. In the fall of iS/.- he took a course in the Quaker City
business college, of Pliiladelphia. and the fidlowing year became
a clerk in the hardware store of I'eter E. Buck, at .Ashland. SchuylI'rom 1870 to 1876 he was associated with his brothkill county.
er in conducting the business of the tirm of 11. A. Klock & Co.,
which was engaged in agricultural and mercantile operations in
lie then took up the study of medicine and on March 11,
ritman.
1878. he received the degree of M. I), from the Hahnemann med.\ month later he formed a partnerical college, of I'hiladclphia.
ship with Dr. Benjamin Becker, of Pottsville. but on Oct. <;, 1878,
he removed to Mahanoy City, where he has been in continuous
practice ever since, and has been successful, both in a pecuniary
sense and in the treatment of his patients. Dr. Klock is a member of the Mahanoy City Lodge, No. 357, Free and .Accepted .Masons; General Grant Lodge, N'o. 575; Independent Order of Odd
I'cllows; Mahanoy City Lodge, No. 2335, Knights of Honor;
Washington Camp, No. 124, and Garfield Commandery. No. 21,
Patriotic (^rder of the Sons of .America; and is a director in the
Besides
Centennial and Memorial association of N'alley I'"orgc.
his professional interests he is a director of the Fidelity and the
.Serial building and loan ass<3ciations. (,)n June 2}, 1872, Dr. Klock
and Miss Elizabeth Sidney, daughter of Elias antl Sarah (Evans)
Her parents were both born in
Seiler, were united in marriage.
Pennsylvania, of German and Welsh e.xtraction. respectively. Dr.
and ^Irs. Klock have two .sons, Joseph \'ictor and Egbert Leroy.
Both arc grafluatcs of the Hahnemann medical college. Joseph
in the class of 1895 and Egbert in the class of 1905.
Both are
now practicing physicians in Mahanoy City, the younger son
having taken up his father's practice. He was resident physician
of the Homeopathic hospital at Reading, Pa. for one year after
receiving his degree. Dr. Joseph V. Klock married Miss Minnie
Kerschner, of Shoemakersville. and they have two children, Henry
A. and Helen. The younger son married Miss Annie D. Young,
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Dr.
of Minersvillc, and they have one daughter, Olive Elizaljeth.
Henry A. Klock was one of the organizers of the Schuyllcill
county Homeopathic medical society, and is a member of the
Although pracstate medical society of that school of medicine.
tically retired from active practice, he still ministers to the wants
of some of his old patients who insist on "seeing the old doctor."

He

is

a Republican in his political affiliations, though he

is

by no

means an active political worker. The only office he ever held
was on the Mahanoy City school board, where he served for
eight years, with credit to himself and to the satisfaction of the
people. The family belong to the United Evangelical church.
Klock, William J., proprietor of "Pitman i^'arm," at Pitman
post-village, Eldred township, was born on the farm which he now
owns on Jan. 2. 1853. He is a son of Joseph and Magdalena (Hepler)
Klock, who also were natives of Eldred township. Joseph
Klock was a son of Peter R. and Elizabeth (Curfing) Klock, numbered among the earliest settlers of Eldred township. The ancestral home of these pioneers embraced a portion of the fine
farm now owned by William Klock, the subject of this sketch.
The genealogical history of this family appears quite fully in the
sketch of Dr. H. A. Klock of Mahanoy City, and need not be
here repeated. Joseph Klock was an early merchant and postmaster in Pitman, and was prominent in various business enterBoth he and his wife died in Eldred township. They
prises.
were members of the Evangelical church. The father died May

and his widow survived him until March 23, 1904. They
had but two children who survived the infantile age, these having been already mentioned. The early lives of William J.
and Henry A. Klock were almost identical for a long period of
years.
They were interested together in farming, in merchanTheir mother redising, and in keeping up the parental home.
married, her second husband being C. K. Herb, M. D., of Pitman.
William J. finally sold his mercantile interests to his brother and
retired to the farm, where he has since remained.
He was married Nov. 21, 1869, to Miss Clara Ivlinger, a daughter of Jacob
and Catherine (Mayer) Klinger, of Minersville. The father spent
his life in Minersville as a carpenter and builder.
He died in
His wife was a native of Northumberland county. She
1858.
died March 22, 1881. Thej' had a famil}^ of five children, viz:
Mary, Clara and Perry, living, the first and last named being residents of Sunbury; and Emma and Sophia, both of whom died in
childhood. Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Klock have but one child, wife
of James Witzel, of Pitman, Eldred township
thev have four
children living and one dead
Bernice, William. Thomas, Hildah
(deceased) and Leroy. Mr. Klock has followed agricultural pursuits as his life work.
He owns a valuable farm of sevent3'-seven
acres detached from his home farm, yet near enough to be easily
cultivated by the home force.
He is engaged in general farming,
stock-raising and market gardening.
He is local agent for several
fertilizer companies, and serves the neighborhood in the capacity
26, 1865,
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Mr. Kluck is ^liippint,' a^i-nt i"r .raii^c
of a veterinary MirRcoii.
No. 13J5, I'atron.s ol Husbandry, at rilnian. lie i^ a Kc|)ul>lii;in
in jMilitical views, hut has neither .toiiKlit nor liel«i inihlic olVuc.
The family is well known an»l highly esteemed in the cummunity,
and the religious faith of its members is shown by identification
with the Evan>;elical church they take an active interest in re<
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kinds.
Knecht, August, proprietor of the Miners' Journal,

ligious

of

all

is

a life-long

newspaper man ami has gained success in his chosen vocation.
He was born in Baden, (jermany. Nov. 24, 1H44. He accompanied
his parents to America in childhood, and attended school in
This very brief
Fottsvillc, Pa., until he was twelve years old.
educational training has been supplemented by a life-time of
study and research in various lines of journalism. At the age
of twelve years he became an apprentice to the printer's trade,
and entered the employ of lUndier & Schroder, the publishers
of the JetTcrson Demokrat. and subsequently that of P.crtram &
Snyder, who were then publishing the Americanisclie Kcpublikancr (American Republican), which was first issued from the
Miners' Journal office, in Sept.. 1855. On the death of Mr. Snyder,
in 1880, Mr. Knecht assumed the ownership of the paper, and has
continued its publication to the present. The Miners' Journal, of
wliicii Mr. Knecht is the present owner and publisher, is the evolution of a paper started in 1S25. and continued under various
owners and titles to the present day. It is the oldest newspaper
Under the management of Col. H. Ramin Schuylkill county.
sey and Benjamin Bannan, the Journal assumed an influential
status in the local journalism of the day, and was by them merged
into the Daily Miners" Journal, as appears more fully under another title. The first issue of the daily appeared on Sept. 1, 1869.
Mr. August Knecht purchased the plant in 1900. and has since
greatly improved and strengthened the Journal, making it one
It has always been
of the leading dailies of Schuylkill county.
political
complexion.
Republican
in
Mr.
uncompromisingly
Knecht was a soldier in service for a brief period during the
Civil war.
His regiment, the 27th Pennsylvania militia, was
called into service during the invasion of the state in 1863, and
participated in the battle of Wrightsville. when the town of York
was threatened. It then moved over the South mountains down into Maryland with the Army of the Potomac. The subject of this
Miss Elizabeth Lecher,
article was married Nov. 6. 1870, to
daughter of John and Catherine (Meyer) Lecher, of Pottsville.
Mr. and Mrs. Knecht have three children living: Bertha, Elizabeth and Robert A. The son is employed in his father's business.
Tlie family are members of St. John the Baptist's German Catholic church.
The Knecht family were prominent in the political
history of Baden, the subject being a grand-son of Benedict Knecht,
and a son of Landolin and Catherine (Streigel) Knecht, natives
Mr. Knecht is a director, and first vice-president of
of Baden.
the Schuylkill Trust Company, of Pottsville. He sustains re-

BIOGRAPHICAL

267

and beneficial societies, the American
hose company, the Central Republican club and the Liederkranz,
a German choral society.
Knecht, William F., editor and proprietor of the West Schuylkill Herald, at Tower City, was born in Pottsville, Pa., Oct. 23,
His parents, Charles and Pauline (Eisensteck) Knecht,
1865.
were born in Germany, but came to this country in their early
William F. Knecht received a limited education in his boylife.
hood, and this he has supplemented by reading and self-culture
until he is a well informed man on almost any topic of general
His parents removed to Tower City while he was still
interest.
comparatively young, and he went to work in the breaker at the
Brookside colliery. Later he became a fireman, and he continued
in various capacities about the mines until Cleveland's first administration, when his father was appointed postmaster at Tower
City, and he was made assistant, having full charge of the office.
After leaving the postoffice he conducted a bakery for several
years, and on March 26, 1898, he established the paper which he
Mr. Knecht was one of the organizers of the
still conducts.
Tower City National Bank, and has been one of the directors of
that institution ever since it opened its doors for the transaction
He is a Republican in his political afifiliations and
of business.
has held several local offices. He is a member of Tower Lodge,
No. 755, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and of Swatara
Lodge, No. 267, Free and Accepted Masons, and takes an interest in the work and welfare of both orders.
On June 25, 1887,
Mr. Knecht married Miss Alice, daughter of William and Maria
(Kaufman) Klinger, of Tower City, and to this union have been
born five children. Roy S. is now a student in the state normal school
at Kutztown; William K., Gilbert, Mildred and Merle are at home
with the parents.
Knittle, Albert Daniel, a representative of an old and prominent
family in Schuylkill county, was born at Port Carbon, July 2,
He is the son of Francis and Emily Florence (Allison)
1872.
lations with various social

Knittle.

Both families were prominent

in

Civil

war

histor};-,

as

appears more fully under separate titles in this volume. The
Grand Army of the Republic Post at Port Carbon is named in
honor of three Allison brothers who lost their lives in the great
Rebellion of the 6o's. The subject of this sketch was educated in
the Port Carbon and Pottsville public schools, at Bloomsburg
state normal school, and at Pennsylvania state college.
Having
chosen the law as a life profession, and recognizing the preponderance of Lithuanians among the foreign population, he studied
and mastered that language, and is able to read, write and converse with people of the Lithuanian nationality, being the only
lawyer in Pottsville who possesses this accomplishment. Mr.
Knittle was admitted to the bar of Schuylkill county in 1895. and
at_ once engaged in an active and renumerative practice.
Many
clients come to him because of his familiarity with their native
language, this gift being recognized as an evidence of sympathetic
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recognized as a vouhk man of
is
|irofe^Monal stanilinK. •«'"' ''•"' '''"
lie is a zealous
taMi.-lu«l a will groundeil reputation as Mich,
worker in the local Young Men's Christian .Association, an<l sustains relations with his college fraternities, known as the lieta
lljeta I'i and Alpha Upsilon Chapter, at the State college uf
Pennsylvania. He is also a member of the (Jut Uoor club, of
ardent Republican,
In political relations he is an
Pottsville.
though he has never taken an active part in political discussions,
nor aspired to official honors. He married Miss Carrie Elizabeth, daughter of Hon. Oliver Terry and .Mary Mlizahclh Iktchcl.
She is a representative of one of the old and honored families
Her father was admitted to the bar of Schuylkill
in Pottsville.
county on May lo, 1866, and at once assumed a prominent place in
the legal councils of the district. He was elected judge of the common-pleas court in 1877, and has been re-elected at the close of
each decennial period since. In 1888 he was chosen as president
His unanimous re-election in
judge, a position he now holtls.
1897 and his continuous .service of thirty years on the bench offer
the best evidence of his high standing as a distinguished jurist.
Judge Uechtel is a native of N'orthumberland county, I'a., born
Jan. 31. 1842. The only child of Mr. and ,\lrs. Knittlc is Oliver
The family attends the services of
I'.echtel. born June 16, 1902.
the I'irst I'resbvterian church of Pottsville.
Knittle, Frank, a substantial citizen and prosperous merchant
of Port Carbon, was bi>rn in (Jrwi^sburg. June 24. 1845, a son of
He attended tiie public
Daniel and Mary (Hcebner) Knittlc.
schools of Port Carbon until 1837 when his father removed to Iowa,
and he attended the high school there until i86i, when he removed
to Port Carbon, and in Oct., 1861, enlisted in Company C, 96th
Pennsylvania volunteer infantry. With his regiment he participated in the engagements at Bull Run. Antictam. South .Mountain,
Malvern Hill (Gettysburg and Chanccllorsvillc. In the campaign
made by (jrant faun the Rapidan to the James the 96th Pennsylvania was in the heaviest of the fighting, and at the battle of
Spottsylvania Mr. Knittle fell badly wounded. For ten days he
lay on the battlefield with his wound undressed and was then
taken prisoner to Richmond. After a confinement of three months
he received his exchange and in October was honorably discharged
from the service. He returned to Port Carbon and for two years
acted as tax collector for the borough, leaving that position to
embark in the grocery business. Subsef|uently he added dryinterest.

cxahol

Albert

D.

Knillle

literary. Micial

am!

goods and shoe departments and has continued

in

business from

that time (1867) to this.
His industry has been affected by local
and national conditions and he estimates that in the years since
he established the concern he has lost approximately •'Sioo.ooo.
but his cheerfulness, his perseverance and his inherent ability
have surmounted the obstacles in the way anrl finally brought
him out "on the top of the heap." To-day his department store
is the most modern, best stocked and finest equipperl place of

\
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business in and about J'ort Carbon. Feb. 20, 1X67, Mr. KnitUe
in marriage tq Miss Emily Allison, of Port Carbon,
daughter of Robert Allison. To this union have been born eight
children, two of whom, Charles and Mary, are deceased. The
others are Robert, Frank S., Albert, Carrie, Nellie and Catherine.
The family worships in the Methodist Episcopal church of Port
Carbon. In political matters Mr. Knittle is a Republican, and as
the successful candidate of that party he has held the office of
school director and borough councilman. He has a well deserved
reputation among the people of the community as a man of unsullied honor, business enterprise and high character.
Knoll, William M., of the firm of C. M. Knoll & Bros., contractors and builders, of P'ottsville, was born in that city on May
liis father, William PI. Knoll, was a native of Berks
6, 1879.
county, but came to PottsviUe in the early '60s and engaged in the
business of contracting and building, founding the business now
conducted by his sons. He erected the public school building at
the corner of Twelfth and Market streets, as well as a large number of private residences. On Feb. 8, 1866, he married Miss Blanna Miller, of Annville, Lebanon county, though she was born
in Berks county, and to this marriage were born the following
Kate, Corine, George, Emma, Charles, William M. and
children
Esther. Kate, Corine and Emma are deceased. The father of these
children died in 1893 at the age of fifty-seven years, and the
mother is still living, at the age of sixty. Two generations of the
family have been engaged in contracting and building and the
firm of C. M. Knoll & Bros, was established in 1903, though
Charles, the senior member, has been in the business for sixteen
years. Their specialty is the erection of fine residences, in which
line of work the firm stands second to none in Schuylkill county.
William M. Knoll is a member of Lilies of the Valley Lodge, No.

was united

:

281,

Independent Order of

Odd

Fellows;

Encampment No.

4,

and

He also belongs to Camp No. 36,
the Daughters of Rebekah.
the Good Intent fire
Patriotic Order of the Sons of America
company, and the Carpenters' union of PottsviUe, of which he
was president for two terms. In politics he is a Republican and
takes a commendable interest in all questions touching the public
weal, particularly those of a local nature.
Knowles, Thomas C, principal of the commercial department
in the PottsviUe schools, is a native of that borough, born Sept.
;

.

His father, George N. Knowles, was born in Wolver16, 1871.
hampton, England, in 1840, and came to this county in childhood.
He was a worker of iron and steel, in which capacity he was employed in PottsviUe during his early manhood years. He enlisted
as a soldier during the Civil war and served over three years at
the front, incurring disabilities which contributed to his death,
Aug. 22, 1883. He served under two enlistments, first in the Nagle Guards. 6th regiment, Pennsylvania volunteers, and again in
Company E of the 3d regiment, Pennsylvania volunteer cava!r3^
The mother of Prof. Knowles was in maidenhood Miss Sarah
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Davis, a native of Schuylkill county, Pa., born at Pottsvillc, in
She died in Pollsvillc, Sept. 19. 1H75,
1844, of Welsh ancestors.
George N. and Sarah Knowles were the parents of a niiincron»
family, all of whom died in infaiicy or early childhood except the
subject of this article and his brother lienjamin. The latter, and
younger "f the two, is foreman of the bridge-building department
He married Miss
of the Eastern Steel Company in Pottsvillc.
Mame Ilcisler, .ind they have two daughters, Anna and Alberta.
These brothers received their education in the I'ottsville schools
Professor Knowles was
and at M<mnt Joy military academy.
grafluatcd from the last named institution with the class of 18S7
with the rank of major, lie was scll-<lepcndcnt from childhood,
and earned the means for further education in various lines of
work, as occasion required, and was several years in completing
his business education.
In 1890 he look a course of instruction in
D. L. Scott-Brown's business and commercial college in New
York city, and he rcceivcfl his "certificate to practice and teach"
While taking this course and following his graduation
in 1892.
he was cmploycfl by the Philadelphia & Reading foal and Iron
Company, and he rcmainerl with this firm, as stenographer and
bill cleric, until elected to his present position, in 1904.
In fact,
his connection with this corporation dated from i88(), with various
vacations. Mr. Knowles' election to the principalship of the commercial department in the Pottsvillc schools, in competition with
five other applicants for the position, was a high compliment to
He received the nnanimons vote
his ability and social standing.
The conditions of
of the hoard, and has been twice re-elected.
eligibility to his department are that the student must first have
been graduated from the grammar school or the high school. An
average of about fifty students arc taught in this department, and
receive the same instruction which is given in the colleges devoted exclusively to business education. The expenses are paid
from the school funds of the district, the same as other teachers
are paid.
Thomas C. Knowles was married, in Pottsvillc. Jan.
16. 1S96. to Miss Mary R.. a daughter of Rowland and Charlotte
Whitfield. Her father was a well known merchant in Pottsvillc.
He died in 1896 at the home now occupied by his widow and the
family of Professor Knowles.
Mrs. Knowles was educated in
the Pottsvillc public schools and is a graduate of the high school.
She is a lady of culture and refinement, possessing musical accomplishments of a high degree. The only child born to Professor

and Mrs. Knowles

is

Master Rowland

Knowles is
Patriotic Order

\\'hitfield.

born

.Sept.

24,

secretary of Washington
Camp. Xo. 36.
of the Sons of .America: a member
of Miners' Lodge, Xo. 20. Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and
Pottsvillc Council. Xo. 963. Royal Arcanum.
He has been president of the Humane fire company for several years, a position
which he still holds. In political views he is a Republican, and is a
member of the Central Republican club. In religious affiliations
he is an Episcopalian and his wife is a Presbyterian.
1900.

Professor

financial
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Koch's father, was the eldest. He was born at Kunkle's Mill,
near the old mill erected by his ancestors, his birth occurring on
Dec. 24, 1816. On the 24th of Oct., 1839, he was united jn marriage with Miss Mary Ann Beck, who represented an old and
prominent family in Pennsylvania. One. of her ancc-^tors was a
gunsmith during the Revolutionary war, by reason of which he
was exempted from the performar. .:e of military duty. She was
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Koch, Hon. Richard Henry. The annals of Schuylkill county
record the history of no name more prominently associated with
the pioneer history of Eastern Pennsylvania than that of the
Koch family. The great-great-grandfather of Richard Henry
Koch took an active part as a soldier in the French and Indian
war. He left a family of eight children, one of whom, William
Koch, was the great-grandfather of the subject of this article. He
was born in Philadelphia Apr. i, 1747, and spent his childhood and
early youth in his native city, and at Womelsdorf, and in Oley
township, Berks county. It was he who established the family
name on the soil of Schuylkill county; he built one of the pioneer
mills in East Brunswick township, and the same was later known
William Koch was twice married, his second
as Kunkle's mill.
wife, Mary Neifong, being the mother of Plenry Koch, the paternal grandfather of Judge Koch, of this sketch. William Koch
died on his farm in East Brunswick township. May 3, 1832. Grandfather Henry Koch was born at the old homestead in East Brunswick township, Schuylkill county, Oct. 5, 1791, and died at New
Ringgold, March 19, 1867. He spent his life in the vicinity of
his birthplace, and was a prosperous farmer, miller and merHe married Susanna Bock, of German antecedents, and
chant.
they became the parents of ten children, of whom Daniel, Judge
Koch's father, was the eldest. He was born at Kunkle's Mill,
near the old mill erected by his ancestors, his birth occurring on
Dec. 24, 1816. On the 24th of Oct., 1839, he was united in mar-,
riage with Miss Mary Ann Beck, who represented an old and
prominent family in Pennsylvania. One of her ancestors was a
gunsmith during the Revolutionary war, by reason of which he
was exempted from the performance of military duty. She was
born on Jan. 24, 1818, and died Aug. 26, 1888. Eleven children
were born to the union of Daniel and Mary Koch, namely: Harriet, Francis D., Allen, Jeremiah, Albert B.
(deceased), Sarah,
Richard Henry, Emanuel, Arenius, Kate and Ambrose Ellsworth.
Ten of the number lived to maturity. The eldest son served
throughout the Civil war, more than three years, and the father
and his third son served together during; the emergency call when
the state was invaded by the Confederate army.
Daniel Koch
remained in the vicinity of his birthplace until 1844, when he removed to Middleport, and engaged in the mercantile business.
In 1857 he moved to Auburn and resumed farming operations,
his earlier life work, in which he was very successful.
In 1866 he
purchased a flouring mill at Monocacy, Berks county, and the
year following purchased a similar property at Fleetwood, in the
same county, where he established the family home. He continued to operate his milling business until 1882, after which time
he lived in retirement until his death, on Jan. 7, 1903. He was
an ardent Republican, and active in the councils of the party. He
was a candidate for the office of sherifif in 1854, and was elected
as a representative in the legislature in i860.
Richard Henry
Koch was born at Middleport, Schujdkill county. Pa., Apr. 2,
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lie

wliiclt

lie

was
lived,

cilucalcd in the |>uhlic .schools of the locality in
and prepared for his enrollment as a stndint at

lie was Kratliiated
stale normal school at Kut/.lown, I'a.
from that institution in 1871. with the first honors in his class.
in teaching in LehiRh ami Schuylkill counties for
He
he held the
•! then returned to his alma mater, where
two
While thus
chair ui ih.-.iructor in mathematics for six years.
employetl. he also turned his attention to institute work and was
cnKaRcd .ns instructor and lecturer in teachers' institutes in a
He resiRued his chair in the
ujimher of the adjacent counties.
normal school to take up the study of law. hecominR a student
un<ler the tutorship of the late Hon. Francis W. lIuRhes, in I'ottsHe was admitted to practice before the bar of Schuylkill
villc.
i-ountv in May, 1881. has since hcen admitted to practice in the
>»ipreme court of the state, and in iS()o. to the supreme court of
judpc Koch is a thorough lawyer, devoted
the United States,
to his profession, and maintains a hi^h stamlini: in .-iocial and
business circles. He is an active and earnest Republican, a talented and vigorous campaign orator an«l a systematic political orHe was chairman of the Republican county committee
ganizer.
Mr. Koch served three years as deputy district
in 188^ and 1884.
attornev from 1887 to 1890, and in the year 1889 he was elected
to that office. This election was a high compliment to Mr. Koch's
popularitv. in that the county was considered almost hopelessly
Democratic. He was nominee of his party for the oflficc of judge
of the common pleas court in 189J, but was defeated. Grover
Cleveland, candidate for president, carrying the county by a pluHe was appointed judge by Governor Hastings,
ralitv of 2.251.
of
dcatii
Judge Wcidman. in 1897. and was his party's
on the
candidate for election in 1898; but, owing to the great anti-Quay
fight that year, the election resulted in favor of every Democratic
candidate in the countv. Judge Koch was married Sept. 30. 1884,
to Miss .Annie S. Philips, whose father, Captain William Philips,
was fatally wounded at the battle of Cold Harbor, during the
Civil war.
Judge and Mrs. Koch have an interesting family of
four children, whose names are Roscoe, Helen. Marshall and
The judge is associated with a number of fraternal
Marjorie.
organizations and has attained to high rank in the Masonic fraterHe is a member of the Patriotic Order of the Sons of .Amernity.
He has
ica and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
been for the past twenty years a director of the Centennial Memorial association of Valley Forge, which was established for the
purpose of preserving this historically sacred spot from that oblivion which has already obliterated too many relics of past generations.
Judge Koch is a trustee of the Pottsville hospital and
years
he has been a member of the board of trustees of
many
for
the Kevstone state normal school, located at Kutztown.
Kohler, Gerald A., station agent of the Philadelphia & Reading
Railroad on the Shamokin division, at Tamaqua, was born in
Schuylkill county, June 10. 1876, a son of Henry J. and Sarah A.
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workman
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his line.

Notwithstanding, he was a member of the state militia
Jioth
and saw some service doing guard and garrison duty.
Six
parents are members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
insureldest,
is
an
H.,
the
George
them.
to
born
were
children
ance broker in Philadelphia; Edward died at the age of a year
and a half; Mary Laura is the wife of Charles McGovvin, of
Philadelphia; Prank S. died Dec. 14, 1894, at the age of fourteen;
and Arthur R. passed away in Apr., 1890, at the age of ten months.
The subject of this memoir is the third of the family in order of

youth.

He received his scholastic training in the public schools
birth.
of Girardville, completing a course in telegraphy at the same time
he finished his other schooling. The first three years after graduation he was operator at Girardville for the Philadelphia & Reading road, and then served two years in the same capacity at
From Jan. 8, 1900, until Dec. 22, 1902, he was station
Alaska.
agent at Gilberton, and then was promoted to the position of
traveling station agent with headquarters at the division superintendent's office in Tamaqua; promoted to station agent, TamaDec. 31, 1900, Mr. Kohler married Miss Maude
18, 1907.
K. Anderson, who was born in Boonsboro, la., a daughter of John
Three
and Elizabeth 'Anderson, now residents of Girardville.
Elwood Melvin, Marion Averyll
children have blessed this union
and Wayne Anderson. Both Mr. and Mrs. Kohler attend the
Primitive Methodist church, and Mrs. Kohler is a member of the
same. The husband is identified with the Patriotic Order of the
Sons of America, of which he is now a trustee and of which he
has been president. He is well known and popular, an efficient

qua, Apr.

—

and a substantial citizen.
Krapp, George F., one of the prominent younger members of
the Schuylkill county bar, and a resident of Ashland, was born
Pie is a son of Frederick Krapp, Sr.,
in that borough, Jan. 4, 1874.
and Elizabeth (Schaefer) Krapp, both natives of Germany. His
father was born in Sans Kow-Pommern, Mecklenburg-Schwerin,
and his mother in Barka on the Werra, Saxe-Weimar. His two
grandfathers were both prominent in the commercial life of Germany in their early days. His grandfather on his father's side
was born in Mecklenburg-Schwerin and was engaged in the iron
business, and his grandfather on his mother's side was born in
Gotha on the Werra, Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, and was the owner
of large tanneries.
Plis father in his early days was engaged in
the shoe business, but for the last thirty-five years has been a
wholesale liquor dealer in said borough.
The subject of this
sketch attended the public schools of his native borough up to his
seventeenth year and subsequently entered service on the state
and government ship Saratoga, on her first cruise under Captain
Greene, of the United States navy. On his return to Ashland he
entered the law ofl5ces of the Hon. William A. Marr, and after he
official
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ted license to practice at the Schuylkill county bar
April 18. i8«/). the supreme court of the .state adSept. o. iN>7mitted biin to practice at the bar of that tribunal, upon motion
of the Hon. Dallas M. Sanders, of the city of Philadelphia, and
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since that time he has been professionally engased in many imI'olitically Mr.
portant causes before the courts of the state.
honored with
been
years
has
several
for
and
Democrat
is
a
Krapp
In
the appointment as one of the county court commissioners.
convention,
held
at
the
state
delej;ate
to
as
a
clccte<l
was
1898 he
Altoona. which nominatctl the lion, (icorpe A. Jenks for governor, and in n^J as a dclcKate to the state convention, held at
Eric, which nominated the Hon. Robert K. I'attison for governor.
In 1904 he was nominated by his party for the lejjislaturc, on the
Democratic ticket, from the Second legislative district of Schuylkill county, but was defeated at the general election by the Republican nominee, lion. Alfred H. fiarncr. In 1905 he was elected
tax collector of the borough of Ashland for the years 1906-07-08.
Besides his leral work, he has done considerable work as a notary
public, having held a commission as such for the i>ast twelve ye.nrs,
and for several years has been solicitor tor the \cw '\shhnd .N'aMis retional bank and' for the school district of said borough.
Lutheran
Evangelical
(lerman
Zion's
with
aHiliations
are
ligious
church, of .-Vshland. and he is prominent in all its activities. lie
is also identified as a member with American House and Betsy
Ross Memorial association, the German Washington Verein. Ca.np
S4. Patriotic Order of the Son? of America, .nnd Asl-land Lo«Ve.
His m.iny
No. 384, Benevolent and Protective Order "i Elks.
friends predict for him a brilliant future in t'l^ legal profession,
-ling members of
and he is recognized as one of the mr.

the communitv.

Krebs. Frank P., attorney and counsellor at law. was born in
Schuvlkill countv. Pa.. Oct. i, 1864. He is a son of
Philip A. and Elizabeth (Portz) Krebs. both natives of MiinsterAppel. in the province of Rhenish Bavaria. Germany. They accompanied their parents to America in early life, the mother being a resident of Tamaqua. Pa., since 1847. and the father having
He was a skilled mechanic, and followed
located there in 1851.
the business of a fresco painter and decorator until 1864. when
he engaged in the liquor business, as a rectifier and wholesaler.

Tamaqua.

His widow still lives in the bordied in Tamaqua in 1883.
of her adoption. They were the parents of six children, four
Frank P. Krebs. the subject of this sketch,
of whom are living.
was educated in the public schools of Tamaqua. and at Lafayette
He graduated from
college and the L'niversity of Pennsylvania.
Lafayette college in the year 1885. receiving the degree of Bachelor of Science, and two years later received the deg^ree of Master
of Science. In 1885 he entered the law department of the Univer-

He

ough

from which institution he graduated in the
year 1887 with the degree of LL. B. His preceptor was United
sity of Pennsylvania,
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States Attorney General Benjamin Harris Brewster, upon wiiosc
motion he was admitted to.praetice in the various courts of l^hiladelphia county in 1887, and to the supreme court of Pennsylvania
ile was admitted to the bar of Schuylkill county March
in 1890.
He has established a large and lucrative practice, and
17, 1890.
is classed among the successful lawyers of Schuylkill county. PoHe has served
litically Mr. Ivrebs is an independent Democrat.
four years as a member of the borough council, and three years
He is a prominent member of
as president of the school board.
Tamaqua Lodge, No. 592, Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks.
Krecker, Harry, son of Charles and Arabella (Riland) Kreckcr,
was born in Friedensburg, Sept. 13, 1859. Of his immediate family,
two brothers, William F. and John W., beside himself, are living.
His education was obtained in the public schools, his attendance
continuing until he was eighteen years of age. After that time he
taught school for five terms in the Friedensburg district, and then
went to Wyoming county. Pa., where he worked for the Lehigh
Valley Railroad, remaining for two years. The next three and
one-half years he spent as clerk in a general store, and then tried
working in a furniture factory at Allentown, Pa., for a time. In
In
1895 he came to Friedensburg, where he has since resided.
March, 1899, he received the appointment as postmaster of the
ofiiice at Friedensburg, and has filled that position since that time,
having retired from active work in other lines. June 13, 1881. Mr.
Krecker was married to Miss Ellen C. Wommer. Five children
were born to them, two girls and three boys, Ada, Alice, Arthur,
Walter and Joseph, all of whom are living. Mr. Krecker is a member of the local organization of the Patriotic Order of the Sons
of America.
In politics he is a Republican. With the exception
of the office which he is now holding, Mr. Krecker has never held
office.
The family are members of the United Evangelical church
of Friedensburg.

Kurtz, Frederick D., proprietor of the Cambrian hotel at Shenandoah, was born at Camden, N. J., Aug. 23, 1S73, and is the only
child of Frederick and Lena E. (Schwickert) Kurtz, the former a
native of Berlin, Germany, and the latter of Philadelphia, Pa.
The mother died in giving birth to her son, being at the time
twenty-two years of age, and the father soon afterward went to
California. Nothing was ever heard from him afterward and he is
supposed to be dead. Frederick D. Kurtz was reared to manhood by his paternal grandmother, Mrs. Sanis Kurtz, of William
Penn, where he lived for thirty-two years. He attended school
for a few terms in his early boyhood, and when about nine years
old began work on the breaker. At the age of sixteen years he
was employed by a huckster, where he continued for about three
years, when he engaged in that line of business on his own account and followed that occupation for eleven years, conducting
for a part of that time a small livery business in connection with
his huckstering.
Upon going out of this business he worked
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then (or

a time cmplovcil a«» a carpenter by that contpany aixl tin- (irm of
lcl>. 4. 1907. he was urante.l a h>.lcl license
learn.
Cilcmi
ami opened the I amhrian hold at the corner oi Jardin ami e enter

& Ul

The hotel has fourteen rmims, well furnished, and the
genial proprietor caters to both traiisietit ami permanent trade. .\
hrst-class bar is operated in connection with the hotel, and this is
Mr. Kurtz
sup|>lied with the be.st the market atTords in that line.
103. Fraternal ( >rder of liagles. and
is a nicmbcr of Acric No.
Lodge No. 151, Improved Order of Red .Men. both of .'^bcnandoah.
In politics he is independent, xolinj; for the man he reganls best
streets.

Although
fitted for the office, witbotit regard to |>arty afliliation>.
bis attendance at school was very limitc<l be has by sili-v ultiire
and observation acquired a wide range <if information on gtiural
topics and votes on national quest iou^ according to his judgment.
.\lr. Kurtz and .Miss .Martha Jordan were united in
marriage, ^he is a daughter of Thomas and Sarah Jordan, of Lost
Creek. Schuylkill county, where the father died in the early part

Sept. 4. 1895.

.Mr. and .Mrs. Kurtz
of 1907, and where the mother is now living.
have bad four children. Sarah died at the age of four months,
and Thomas at the age of twenty-two months. Lena anrl I-re<l<rick are now attending the schools of Shenandoah and living at
home with their parents. Mr. Kurtz is a mend)er of the German
Lutheran church and bis wife is a Methodist.
Lamb, Archie B.. mine inspector of the Thirteenth district of
I'cnnsylvania and a popular citizen of Shenandoah, was born at
.St. Clair on .Vpr. 16. 1S53, a son of John and Sarah (Lamb) Lamb.
.Mtbough the parents bad the .-ame name they were not related,
though both were born in Durham county. I'ngland. The mother
died in ,\shland in 1.S67. leaving four children. 'Thomas, the eldest, is a miner living in Centralia; Mary is the wife of Mr. Hares.
a miner of Shenandoah and Lawson is on a ranch in the state of
Washington, where for several years be was engaged in gold and
.Xfter the mother's death tlic father married again
silver mining.
and lived to a ripe old age in Shenandoah. When Lee with liis
Confederate army was invading the state the father enlisted in a
volunteer regiment under Colonel Connor anrl served three
months, although at the time he had reached an age which e.\empted him from military duty. The subject of this memoir is
the third child of his parents in order of birth. The education be
acquired was in the common schools of St. Clair and .\shland and
while he was still a youth he went to work in the mines. ,\n injury received there incapacitated him for work for several years,
but when be was able he returned to it. In 1S77 he went to Colorado and spent five years in mining and prospecting, meeting with
fair success.
Cpon his return at the end of that periofi be resumed his mining interests as a contractor, and from that time was
continuously and most successfully engaged until 1905.
In February of that year he took the examinations as to qualification for
mine inspecting and passing them to the entire satisfaction of the
;
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commissicjn, he l)ecame the candidate of the ls'e])nl)licaii party for
In Noveniher he Was elected, although he had served
the office.
from the ])revious I'^ebruary by appointment to fill a vacancy.
The duties of a mine inspector are many and varied, including a
power in some instances of filling positions ahoni the mines, and
in all cases being held responsible for the safety of the miners.
Mr. Lamb has fulfilled the duties of his position with promptness
and decision, and has yet to be found wanting in any matter conHe is a stalwart l^epublican in his political
cerning his office.
beliefs and has done much to aid in the success of his ])arty in the
From 1889 to 1895 he served as
elections of the past few years.
a member of the borough council, during which years the waterworks system was installed and the street railway built. He has
also served as treasurer of the board of school directors and for
more than fifteen years has been a member of the board of trustees of the public library, which is one of the largest in the county.
On Jan. 25, 1882, Mr. Lamb married Miss Mary Lewis, a daughter of the late Humphrey Lewis, of St. Clair.
Mrs. Lamb is the
youngest of four daughters in the family, the others being Mrs.
Charles S. Davis, of Girardville Mrs. Henry Learn, a widow, of
Ashland, whose son is cashier of the Guarantee Trust Company at
;

Shamokin

;

and Mrs. Mark Minto,

who

lives

near Washington, D.

children of Mr. and Mrs. Lamb are five in number
Jessie, Hazel, Archie, Mary and Esther, all at home and all but the
two eldest students in the public schools. Mrs. Lamb is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, in which faith the family
Fraternally, Mr. Lamb is identified with the
is being reared.
Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, and is a prominent member of Lodge No. 103, Free and Accepted Masons, and the Fraternal Order of Eagles.
He is a public-spirited, straightforward
citizen, who is immensely popular with his fellows and is a trusted
public servant.
Landback, Jesse E., who conducts a general store at Helfenstein, was born near Mifflinsburg, Union county, Feb. 17, 1861. He
is one of the five children born to Samuel and Susan
(Evans)
Landback, the others being Mrs. Joseph Rowe, Mrs. John Pursel,
Charles and Oscar. After a due preliminary discipline in the common schools of Northumberland county, the subject of this sketch
left scholastic work at the age of seventeen years to come to Helfenstein and accept a position as clerk in the general store of the
company. By hard work, strict attention to duty and a desire to
overcome all difficulties, he soon became recognized as a man of
capacity and ability, was promoted to the general managership
and remained in that position for a period of eight years. Then,
in 1891, he purchased the controlling interest in the concern and
since that time has managed it as successfully for himself as he
did for the company. The business includes all lines of merchandise generally found in a store of the kind and the stock is full and
of the best. Mr. Landback has been thrice married. His first wife
was Miss Kate Warfield, a daughter of Henrv AVarfield, who was
C.

The
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27.S

the

first

m

man

stcin tract.

<

liu- llfldnto ilisci»vcr the loal prfHluciiiK ii>;i, .n
'no s<>n. Ic.hsc, now livinR in Calilornia, bloscil ihi"*

inarria(,'i- was to Miss Mary I'tirsel. «laiiKl<lir
of
I'nion county, and to this union were l)orn
I'nrscl
of Thomas
Mr.
three dauRhtcrs and a son— Olive.' John. Marilia and Kdna.
dauRliKr
Kehras.
a
Kate
Miss
was
to
marriajjc
Landbacks third

iinion.

His second

The family are all attomlof Daniel Kehras, of Klinpcrstown.
ants of the I'nion church of Hclfenstcin. Mr. Landback is idenwith Ashland LodKc. Free and Accepted Urder of Masons,
and was one of the organizers of Camp No. 41. Patriotic )rder of
In politics he is a Republican, but aside
the Sons of America.
from the office of school director, he has never held nor aspired to
tified

<

jioliticnl hon<>r>i.

justice of the juace of Valley View,
I, 1849. a son of
Daniel and Lydia (Sausser) Laudenslapcr. Me received his preliminary educational training in the public schools of his native
borouRh, complcling it by a course in the Kut/town state normal

Laudcnslager. Charles

was born

at

(

Iral/.

I.,

Dauphin county, on March

For the first fc%v year> after graduation he taught school
Branch ami Frailcy townships and at llcgins. His first bu-iness venture was in the general merchandise industry in .Sacramento. In the spring of 1874 he was elected to represent the
Sacramento district in the state legislature and served a full term
.Xbout 1876 or 1877 he removed to Valley \'iew
of two ycajs.
In 1S88
anrl opened an agency for the sale of farm implements.
he again embarked iii the general mcrchanrlisc business, but five
years later disposed of his interests and confined himself again to
In Dec. 1870. Mr. I.authe sale of agricultural implements.
denslager married Miss Katherinc A. Romberger. dauglitcr of
John Romberger, of Pillow, Dauphin county. The children of
this union were eight in number, five of whom survive. They arc:
Rufus H.. Irvin A.. Minnie (Mrs. George Young, of Good Spring),
lohn H. and Eva L. The family are all members of the Church
of God at \'alley View, in which the father is one of the elders.
In his political belief Mr. Laudenslager is a stanch Republican,
and his elevation to offices of public trust has always been as the

school.
in

candidate of that party. Fraternally be is associated with the \'alIcv View Camp of the Patriotic Order of the Sons of .\mcrica. In
1881 he was elected justice of the peace and his continued re-elections to the incumbency of the office arc but a slight evidence of
the esteem and respect in which he is held by the people of the

community.
Laurisiii, Rev. Cornelius, former rector of St. Michael's Greek
Catholic church of Shenandoah, was born in Hungary on Sept. 20.
TS58. a son of Rev. John and Emelia Tllnicky) Laurisin. both native Hungarians. The father was a soldier in the Hungarian r.volution of 1848. being a non-commissioned officer, and was ordained
His service
to the ministry of the Greek Catholic church in i8;7.
in that capacity continued until 1901. when he resigned from acThe family contive work and has since been a pastor emeritus.
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sisted of three sons, the eldest of wlioin, Augustine, is now a priest
For seven years, five at JVIain the Greek church in J-kingary.
hanoy City and two at Braddock, he served his church in the
United States and then returned lo take up his labors in his
He is married and has a family. Nicholas is also
native land.
married and is now a presiding judge in one of the courts of Hun-

gary. The 'subject of this sketch was reared and educated in the
land of his birth and received his ordination to the ministry of
the Greek church while still a citizen there. He came to America
in 1891 and was assigned first to a church at Osceola Mills, Pa.
After less than a year there, however, he was transferred and became the third pastor of St. Michael's church in Shenandoah.

This congregation was organized in 1884 l)y Rev. John Wolansky
and was the first Greek church to be established in America.
Father Wolansky was recalled after three years of service, owing
to the fact that he was married, a condition unknown among the
Catholic clergy in this country at the time, which caused much

He
discussion detrimental to the best interests of the church.
in 18S9 by Rev. Father Constantine Andruchovic,
who remained at the head of affairs until the coming of Father
Laurisin. The church today is comprised of a membership of 400
families and between 700 and 800 single members, the latter number including those unmarried and those who have left their famThe services of the church are conilies in their native countries.
ducted in the old Slavish language, into which the Holy Scriptures and the liturgical works were translated by Sts. Cyril and
Methodius about 980 A. D. What is known as the Greek Catholic church is really two dififerent branches of the same faith.
The
one, which is better known as the United Greek Catholic church,
is in union with the Church of Rome, having the same dogmas acknowledging the supremacy of the pope, but retaining and abiding
by its own disciplinary laws and the Oriental Greek rite. To
this belongs the law governing the marriage of the clergy, which
allows the members of the faith to marry once before ordination.
Divorce is unknown, and there is no second marriage allowed in
case of death of the wife. The union between the Greek church
and the church of Rome was efifected in 1648, and the conditions
agreed upon bind the latter to recognize certain rights, laws and
privileges of the Greek church.
The other branch of the Greek
church does not recognize the infallibility of the pope nor the
dogma of the immaculate conception of the Holy Virgin. It is
controlled by the sovereign of the country or countries in which
it has been established, an instance being Russia, where the czar
is the nominal head, as he appoints the members of the synod.
In
other European countries there is a patriarchal government under
the approval of the reigning sovereign. This latter branch of the
church is the stronger numerically, having a membership of about
The United Greek church has a membership of
120,000,000.
about 10,000,000, and embraces within its scope peoples of Russia, Roumania, Bulgaria. Greece, Croatia, Arabia, Syria, Hungary
was succeeded
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il»c I'nitcd Slates as roprfscntoil by
nndcr thr jurisdiction of the I-alin bishops, a
condiiion not wliolly satisfactory and one from which relief has
been souRhl. An effort is btinK made at the present time to separate the American Cireck Catholic chiircli ami place it under a
bishnp of its denomination. An appeal t<> the llnn(;arian Rovernment resulted in the sending of a prelate as a visitator to this
country to ascertain the true condition of the church and report

an<l

Itnh

I'alhcr

1

hr

I,a»irisin

i

mirm

i?*

Since the arrival of this
of a separation.
has been shown that hf is scrvinp rather the political
an<l national intcrcst.s of the Hungarian jiovernment than disinronsef|uently
terestedly working out the jiroblem of the church.
Father I.auhis recall has been a.sked anil is ultimately expected.
risin was married in his native country before taking the orders
of priesthood, the lady of his choice being Miss Mary Volkay.
Four children blessed this union, three of whom. Mary, Michael
and Stephen, died in childhood, while the other daughter, .'\nnic.
Since the demise of
died in I(X>0 at the age of seventeen years.
the last named daughter. Mrs. I.aurisin. who had been in ill health
for some time, was summoned to hi-r rest eternal on r)ec. 27, hk).v
Father Laurisin became a citizen of his adopted co\intry as soon
after his arrival as the law would allow, and he has done much to
imbue his parishioners with high ideals of loyalty and pat riot i-m.
He was one of the organizers of the Shenandoah Trust Conifiany,
and during his residence in Shenandoah was one of the directors.
In 1S92 he formulated the general plan which resulted in the organization of the "Greek Catholic l^nion," an association having
The society
for its object the home protection of its members.
provides for the payment of weekly benefits in case of sickne'-s or
inability to labor on the part of the members, and in case of death
pays out to the widow and children the sum of .'?i,ooo. The membership of the organization now numbers 16.000 and conducts a
publishing enterprise which prints a weekly paper in the Russian
language. The reserve fund at the present time amounts to aliout
Father Laurisin was the first secretary of the union,
$100,000.
and subsequently held the offices of president and spiritual adviser.
He i.s a man of broad culture and fine intellect and his
thorough knowledge of the English language has been of immense
value to his people in their litigations and deliberations. H<' has
often been called into consultation with the clertrv of the Roman
Catholic church, and possesses the unbounded confidence of all
the people of the commimity. irrespective of creed or nationality.
On May i. 1907. Father Laurisin removed to Clairton. Pa., becoming rector of .Nsccnsinn Greek Catholic church.
Lautenbacher, Jeremiah Charles, a prominent resident of Schuylkill Haven, was born in Kutztown. Berks county. Pa.. Tune 26,
1S57.
His father. Charles Lautenbacher, was l)Orn in Germany,
July 26. 1832. and his mother, whose maiden name was Sarah Ann
Her
GraflF, was born in Kutztown. P.erks county. Aug. t6, 1831.
ancestors were among the earliest pioneers of Berks county, and

upon the advisability

visitator

it
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shared the clanj^rers of the time from Indian depredations. A well
esta1)lished family radii ion relates that her preat-grandfather had
a secret cave lo which he and his family would retire in times of
danger, and that the Indians never succeeded in finding this famThe suhject of this article was educated in the
ily hiding place.
puhlic schools of Schuylkill Haven, and began his business ca1

He learned the marble cutter's trade and
reer at an early age.
followed that as a profession from early youth until he was
twenty-eight years old, when he established a factory for the
manufacture of hosiery, this lieing the first factory in Schuylkill
Haven, and was subsequently enlarged to include the manufacture
of underwear, the line of business in which he is at present engaged. It is a well established and prosjserous enterprise, affording steady and remunerative employment to a large number of
employes. On Sept. 6, 1877, occurred the marriage of Mr. Lautenbacher, the woman of his choice being Miss Angella Emerich,
daughter of Elijah and Sarah Ann (Raudenbnsh) Emerich. of
Mr. and
Schuylkill Haven, early pioneers of Schuylkill county.
Mrs. Lautenbacher have three daughters, Irene, Mary Flora and
Sarah May. The first named is the wife of Thomas Tindall, living in Schuylkill Haven Mary Flora married Howard I-Ierliman,
also of Schuylkill Haven, and the youngest daughter is still under
Mr. Lautenbacher has been
the parental roof, attending school.
a life-long Republican in his political preferences. He has served
three terms as a member of the borough council, and was, for two
terms, president of that body. He is prominent in the councils of
Free Masonry and has attained to the thirty-second degree in that
time-honored fraternity; is a member of Pottsville Lodge, No.
the Independent
207, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
Order of Odd Fellows, the Junior Order of American Mechanics,
the Improved Order of Red Men, and the Royal Arcanum, all in
Schuylkill Haven. The church affiliations of the family are with
the United Evangelical organization in Schuylkill Haven.
;

;

Lawlor, James J., general blacksmith and wood-worker, Shenandoah, was born in that city June 20, 1869, a son of William and
Bridget (Ryan) Lawlor, both natives of Ireland, who came to
America in youth and were married at Minersville. The father
was a stable boss for over thirty years, and died in 1899 at the age
of sixty-eight years.
Flis widow is still living in Shenandoah.
They had a family of four sons and two daughters. Alice is the
wife of Thomas Mahon and lives in Philadelphia Nora is the
widow of Anthony Gallagher and lives with her mother; Martin
is a stable boss for the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron
Companj'; John occupies a similar position with the same com;

pany; James J.
at the Reading

is

the subject of this sketch; Harry

colliery.

is a mechanic
James J. Lawlor was educated in the
where he has always lived. After leav-

schools of his native city,
ing school he served an apprenticeship at his trade with Andrew
Elliott, worked three years as a journeyman, and in 1890 started
in the business for himself.
He owns the three-storv building in
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wind) lii> >lii>|> 1- iMcaU'il. ilic ijrst floor liciji;; «lov<)H.| in lilacl.smithing, »hc .second to wood workinp, and the third is the paint
lie do«s a Rcncral hlacksniithinR ami wtxxl wnrking Inisishop,
ncss, hut fjivcs .special attention to horscshocinR. and employs five
or six njcchanics constantly

in

the various departments.

I'oliti-

cally Mr. Lawlor is a Democrat, hut tiic only office he has ever
held is that of mcmhcr of the city school hoard, to which he was
lie always takes an active part in campaigns,
elected in 1904.
however, is a member of the KniRlits of Columbus, the i'hocnix
I'ire Company, the Ilorscshocrs' association, and with his family
belongs to the Annunciation Roman C.itholic church, lie is also
)n Sept. 22.
a number of the Annunciation temperance society.
|S4)7, .Mr. I.awlor marrie<l Miss .Margaret, daughter of Patrick and
She. too. is a native of ShenanUridgcl (ilanahan) l-"inncgan.
(

doah. They have the following children: William, born in July,
1898; James, who died in infancy; Joseph, six years of age; Alice,
aged three and a half years; and Emmctt. one year old.
Lawrence. Franklin C, a leading merchant of Minersville, was
born at Milton, Northumberland county, July it, 1S29, a son
of George and Esther iStraub) Lawrence. The jirogenitor of the
family was Maurice Lawrence, who settled in Pennsylvania in the
days of Indian occupancy. He lived to he one hundred and nine
years, six months and twenty-one days old and when he was one
hundred years old he walked from Milton to Sunbury. a distance
of fourteen miles, which he covered in a few hours. lie had a son
John, to whom in turn was born in 1788 a son George, the father
of the subject of this sketch. George Lawrence was a carpenter
by vocation, but in the earlier part of his life he found it mo'"e
Later he was a sub-conprofitable to deal in horses and cattle.
tractor in the construction of the Chesapeake & Ohio canal, three
of the sections having been completed by him.
He erected at
Minersville the first steam mill ever built in this section of the
state, and operated it for a number of years, leaving it to engage
in agricultural pursuits near Milton.
In the war of 1812 he was
captain of a company of volunteers and rendered distinguished
service. His wife's family were of German origin, the father. Andrew Strauh. having come to the United States from the r'atherland in the early part of the nineteenth century. The children of
.Andrew Straub and his wife, who was a Miss Walter, were seven
in number, viz.: Abraham and Isaac (twins), Joseph, Christian
M.. Esther. Rachel and Mary, and all settled in or near Milton.
Christian ^L became a personage of some note, serving as a member of Congress from his district, and while sheriff of his county
he had the tinique distinction of hanging the first man to sufTcr
the penalty of capital punishment in the county.
George Lawrence died in 1863. while acting in the capacity of postmaster of
Milton. Besides his widow, who died shortly after, he left a family of twelve children.
The names of these in the order of birth
follow:
Washington. Mary, Abraham. Susan. George J., Jacob
H., Sarah. Franklin C..
fames. Margaret, Hettic and Willis.
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Franklin C. Lawrence is the sole survivor of this large family.
He received a somewhat limited education in the public and subscription schools of Milton, and at the age of twelve years left
school to go into a general store as a clerk. He remained in that
capacity until he had mastered every detail of the business and
then, in 1856, he launched a general mercantile business of his own
manage since.
to
Minersville, which he has continued
in
For twenty-seven years he occupied the building in which
he first started his business and then removed to the large and
commodious quarters which he now occupies. In connection with
his mercantile interests he was for thirteen years extensively interested in mining as an operator, working some valuable properIn 1857 Mr. Lawrence
ties, which were a source of large income.
married Miss Lavina Bath, a native of Berks county, and a. daughThis union was blessed by the following chilter of Jonas Bath.
dren: Hettie, who became Mrs. Morris Stupp, and died Feb. 15,
1906, leaving one child, Lavinia Carrie; Willis, who married Sada
Palsgrove and has three children, Ruth, Clara and Mary; Frank
W. Fanny, who married Samuel G. Crawford, of Cleveland,
Ohio; Gertrude; George; and two who died in infancy. Mr. Lawrence is a stanch exponent of the principles of the Republican
party, but aside from the office of treasurer of the board of school
directors, which he has now held for a number of years, he has
never aspired to positions of public trust. He is much revered
and respected by his fellow-citizens, and although well advanced
in years is remarkably preserved in mind and body.
Lee, RioUay F. It is well and just that a record of a worthy
and useful life be not allowed to perish and that its perpetuation
shall be held to serve a noble purpose in offering to later generaThe publication at hand has a
tions both lesson and incentive.
definite and two-fold purpose, and not the less of the two elements
is that which touches the biographical
and memorial reviews,
whose value can not but be cumulative. The history of the city
of Pottsville and that of Schuylkill county were enriched through
the able efforts and exalted character of this honored citizen, who
was called to the life eternal Apr. 25, 1891, and none is more
worthy of a tribute of respect in this volume than he. Mr. Lee
was a native of England, where he was born in the year 1832, of
stanch and worthy lineage. He was a son of Richard and Isabella Lee, who came to America when he was only one year old.
They settled in Pottsville, Pa., as pioneers, and there passed the
residue of their lives.
The gracious home surroundings in the
youth of the subject of this memoir tended to mold his character
for good during its formative period, and he was afforded such
advantages as the common schools of the locality and time
could offer. He initiated his career in connection with the practical affairs of life by securing a position as clerk in a general
store conducted by James B. Beatty, of Pottsville, and later assumed a similar position in Harrisburg, where he remained for
some time. Upon his return to Pbttsville he entered the employ
;

;

—
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clerical poot llavwotHi iS: .snytlcr. in wliosc office he occupicil a
lie
sllHMi. was r.ipiillv advanccil and finally became chief clerk,
so
early ilevclopcil that srlf reliance ami iniliativc power which
di.stinclly tnarkc.l his in<lcpen<lenl and highly successful business
career ihrouRhov"! it:* entire cr.urse, ami it is well tn m)tc ihat
from hcRinninj; to end there can he found on his record no sha<low

or injustice. While still a younj: man Mr. Lee enRaRcd
of I.ee.
in business for himself, becominj: a member of the firm
tyrant iS: (.o.. coal operators, the other interested principals beiuR
They operated the I'lank Rid^e
his father and William Grant.
collicrv at Shenandoah for many years, and it was here that Mr.
Grant was killed by a fall of tiip' coal, soon after which fatality
the colliery was sold to the Philadelphia iS: Reading Coal and Iron
Cotnpany. The subject of this review was one of the original
stockholders of the Pennsylvania National bank of Pottsville,
which was organized in 1866. and on Jan. 14. t^7^- •'<" ^^•'«'* <;lcc*i"'l
president of thi.- --Id and solid institution— an office of which he
lie administered the
remained the incumbent until his death,
affairs of the bank with great acumen and wisdom and gained for
the most subit the high reputation which it now holds as one of
His energy and progressivencss fo\ind
stantial banks in the state.
divers fields of action and his public spirit was ever in evidence.
Me was one of the heaviest stockholders in the Pottsville Gas and
Water Companies and the Anthracite Electric Light Company,
besides being identified with various other enterprises in a capi-

of

wronR

and executive way. In national and state affairs, where
definite issues and policies were involved, he gave his support to
the Republican party, but in local matters he held an inrlependcnt
attitude, lending his aid and influence to such candidates and
measures as met the approval of his mature judgment. He was
He
at one time a member and president of the borough council.

talistic

of affairs, kept in touch with the questions
well informed and broad-minded.
a mcinbcr of the city council of
Mr. Lee stood
for several years.
and most honored citizens of the
Schuylkill valley, a leader in public thought and action and in the
upholding and upbuilding of enterprises for the general good.
His integrity was inviolable and he ever demanded the approval

was

essentially a

man

and issues of the day. and was
He served for a long time as
Pottsville and was its president
forth as one of the best known

of conscience for his action, countenancing no unworthy motives
on his own part or that of others. His success was achieved
through well directed effort he was instant in sympathy and in
a desire to help others, especially young men, so that his life
widened into gracious symmetry and his influence in all relations
are now prominent in the business
was beneficent. Many
and capitalistic world owe the initiation of their success to this
honored citizen. On Tuesday. .Apr. 28. 1891. at a meeting of the
board of directors of the Pennsylvania National bank the follow"Whereas. Our esteemed associate
ing resolutions were adopted
in the board of directors of the Pcnnsvlvania National bank, after
;

Who

:

-^^5

bKJGKAI'IIICAI.

a long and severe sickness, was taken from our lui'lst by the stern
messenger, death, on the 2Sth day of April, 1891 and. Whereas,
The bank has sustained a very great loss, the community has
lost a valuable citizen and his wife and children have lost a good
husband and a kind and indulgent father; Resolved, That we extend to the wife and family of our deceased president, in this hour
of their affliction, our sincere and heartfelt sympathy and the
hope that the Most High, who orders all things ior the best, will
be their comfort and guide in their great sorrow. Resolved, That
these resolutions be spread upon the minutes of this meeting and
that a copy of the same be sent to the family of the deceased and
In the death of Mr. Lee the people
to each of the daily papers."
of his home city of Pottsville felt a sense of personal loss and bereavement, and on every side, from all classes, were heard words
Mr. Lee was a member of the Episof testimony to this efTect.
On Dec. 25, 1855, he married Miss Augusta R.
copal church.
Curry, a daughter of John W. and Tamsen (Stichter) Curry, and
they became the parents of the following children Bertha, who
married Frank Roseberry, of Pottsville, Pa. John C, who married
Phebe A. Atkins, of Pottsville; and Martha, who became the wife
of Charles H. Moore, of New York City.
Lee, William Thomas, the popular proprietor of the Hotel Ferguson, at Shenandoah, is a native of Schuylkill county, born at St.
Clair, Apr. 21, 1867, and is the eldest in a family of thirteen, horn
to John T. and Harriet (Harblaster) Lee, natives, respectively.
of England and Pennsylvania. The father was born in 1838, and
died in Shenandoah in June, 1905, and the mother was born in
1841 and died in the same city in 1884. The parents were poor,
and wholly dependent upon the father's earnings as a miner, and
later as a mine foreman, in which vocation his income was more
;

:

;

keeping with the domestic requirements in the sustenance of a
large family.
But he was never forehanded, being much handicapped by sickness, and the family was reared and educated amid
the environments of poverty, not to say absolute want. The subject of this sketch, being the eldest of the family, bore the brunt
of privations, which, he is happy to relate, were not the portion
of some of his younger brothers and sisters. At the age of about
nine years he went into the mines in whatever capacity his services would best subserve the parental interests, and continued in
various lines of mining work, often with but scant supplv of the
necessaries of life. Yet no word of complaint does he utter against
his parents, but philosophically says
"They did the best they
could."
With the lapse of years he began to command better
wages, the father was promoted to mine foreman, and thus the
income was materially augmented and an air of comfort pervaded
the parental home. Then the common enemy of all invaded the
home circle, the idolized mother was removed and another in the
person of a Mrs. Foltz came to preside over the destinies of the
younger children. She was an exemplary wife, and performed her
onerous duties as a stepmother with more than ordinary patience
in
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>lic is still living in Sltcnandnali. as «li>os
the only survivor <if her two ihilijren

l.cc.

aNo

horn
family of chiMren

t »f
the larj-c
to her union with John T. Iac.
but SIX arc living. These arc William ThomaH. the suhjeit of tins
sketch; Joseph lienry. a sniierintentlent for the rhila«l<lphia &

keadiiiK *- oal ami Iron Company, located at I'ottsvitU-; llaltie.
wife of D. K. Sinunonds. of Shenandoah; Miss .\lattic \'., matron
an<l superintendent of CottaRc state hospital, at IJlitssburg. I'a.
John C. cashier for Armour & Co.. at one «>f their stations in New
York; and Rhoda May. now Mrs. C. P. Holtzcr. of Kansas City,
Mo. .Ml have attained to positions of social or business prominence in their several careers as indivi<luals. and have been sucWilliam Thomas Lee. the subject of
cessful in the battle of life.
self-made man. as that term is una
distinctively
this article, is
Mis opportunities for accpiirinp an education were very
dersttHxI.
limited in his youth, as may be inferred from what precedes; but
while workini; in the most menial employments, he di«l not neglect
His studies were eleto improve his mind at every opportunity.
mentary, it is true, and confined to a very small sphere, but in time
he had the opportunity of brnadeninp his curriculum, and cvcntnallv became intercstc<l in the history of his state and nation, and
from the study of these became interested in general politics. During all of his mature years he has been an ardent Kepublicin. an«l
has taken a very active part in local and general political policies.
He is a recognized leader amf>ng the young kepublicans of Shenandoah and Schuylkill county and wields a potent intluence in the
For the last seven years
councils of Republicanism in the state.
he has been a member of the state committee, and has held minor
lie was a formidabUoffices within the gift of local Republicans.
candidate for the Republican nomination for legislative honors, but
was defeated in the convention by the narrow margin of two votes.
But his popularity and prominence in the heated contest gave him
the prestige of naming the successful man. both in the convention
and at the polls. Mr. Lee has been deputy county coroner for
years |)ast and is also a member of the board of health in
nandoah. He severed his connection with mining interests in
;. having saved during all his previous years of toil and ^arriThis was the nucleus to his engaging in the
:;.c the sum of $250!
In 1904 he
hotel business, which has occupied his attention since.
became the proprietor of the Hotel Ferguson, the principal hotel
in Shenandoah, and has continued in the operation of this poptdar
hostelry to the piesent time.
Though it has many competitors,
the "Ferguson" stands at the head in the estimation of the traveling public. It is fully equipped with all the modern convenicnco,
and reflects credit not only upon the zealous and active proprietor, but also upon the town.
It is located at the corner of Slain
and Center streets, in the business population, and is conveniently
accessible from all depots. The father of Mr. Lee was a man of
sterling integrity and uprightness of character.
He held numerous offices of trust and responsibility in the borough, and always
t-
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discharged hit official duties with strict iidclily to himscli and tiic
people. He served a number of years as a member of the borough
school board a thankless and unrequited position, though one of
He lived retired from active labor during
great responsibilities.
the last fifteen years of his life. W. Thomas Lee was married on
Jan. 15, 1889, to JVIiss Mary. Preston, a daughter of James and
Sarah i'reston, natives of Ireland, but for many years residents.
of Shenandoah, where the father died, after which the mother
removed to the west, where she died. Mr. and Mrs. Lee have had
three children born to them, the eldest of whom, John, died at
the age of nine years from the effects of a fall. Miss Mabel, just
budding into womanhood, is a student in the high school, and
Harry is busy with his studies in a lower department. It is a
source of great satisfaction to the indulgent father to know that
his children are enjoying privileges which he longed for during
The trials of his
all his early life, yet was never able to attain.
youthful years will never be known to his children, except as a
vague idea is transmitted to them through tradition, or the pages
Mr. Lee regards it as a sacred duty to posterity to
of history.
properly educate and train the rising generations with a view to
future usefulness in the world, and deplores the apparent tendency
in the opposite direction, as often witnessed on the streets of Shenandoah. Mr. Lee is a member of the Primitive Methodist church
and his wife is a communicant in the Methodist Episcopal organization.
Of the fraternal associations, Mr. Lee sustains membership in Ashland Lodge, No. 384, Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks; Aerie No. 103, Fraternal Order of Eagles, and Camp No.
112, Patriotic Order of the Sons of America.
He is a genial and
companionable gentleman an ideal "landlord," as well as a warmhearted, generous friend.
He is highly esteemed in the community as a useful, public-spirited citizen, and his acquaintance with
leading people of Pennsylvania extends far beyond the boundaries
of Schuylkill county.
Leibig, Charles P., a contractor in all kinds of plaster, cement
and brick work, and a manufacturer of concrete blocks for building
purposes at Locustdale, was born at Reading, Pa., Jan. 22, 1863, is a
son of Samuel and Magdalena (Spangler) Leibig, the former a native
of Lehigh and the latter of Berks county.
In the spring of 1863
the family removed to Ashland where the father was engaged as
a plastering contractor until 1885. In that year he retired and he
died ten j^ears later at the age of seventy-three, leaving a familv
of seven children, of whom the subject of this sketch is the fifth
in order of birth.
The others are Caroline, now Mrs. John Coyle
George; Mary, wife of John Meudler Harrison; James A. and
John B. Charles P. Leibig was reared in Ashland and his educational opportunities were such as the public schools of that
borough afforded. While still a youth he learned the plastererstrade under his father's instruction and for five 3'ears was employed as a journeyman. Then in 1890 he embarked in the business as a contractor and has been most successful in the conduct
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The mnntifaclurr of ccnivnl l)uil<lin(; lil<ii'k!>
iyo5 and lias proved to be one of the best paying
leaturcH of the bii>inc». llierc are plenty of evidences of Mr.
Leibiji's ability in tlje county, anmnK thcin the smukc stack at
Kngel & Schniid- brewery at l-ountain Springs ami the cold
storage bnilding at the State hospital lor injunil persons. l)n
Aug. JS- ''***'.v •^''- I-i'ibig was united in marriage t«> .Miss .Minnie
iearhard of .\shticarhard. a daughter of I'reilerick ami .Sojihic
The union has been blessed with four children Helen,
land.
Samuel, I-rank and Marie. In his political beliefs Mr. I.eibig is
a Republican but has never aspired to offices of p»djlic trust.
Fraternally he is a member of the Patriotic Order of the S<ms of
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Lessig,

J.

Alfred,

M.

D., a promineiil

young physician

of

Schuyl-

Haven, w.i- lii>rii 111 thai borougii nil )ei-. ,?i, 1S7J, a son of Benjamin 1'. I^cssig. His paternal grandi)arents were James and
Susanna (Mochm) Lessig. the former of whom was born in .Montgomery county, near N'allcy I-'orge, and the latter near Rockland,
Berks county. James Lessig was killeil by an excavation near
Benjamin l\ Lessig. now retircrl, was for many
\'allcy I'orgc.
vcars a cattle drover. The subject of this sketch, after a due
preliminary discipline in the common sclux»ls, entered and gradlie then completed
uated at the high .school of Schuylkill Haven.
a two years' course at the Keystone state normal school of Kutztown and after a few years entered the medical department of the
L'niversity of Pennsylvania, where he completed a four years'
course in 1S99 and was granted the degree of Doctor of Medicine.
Me immediately started his professional practice in Schuylkill
Haven and has been successfiilly and continuously engaged in
In September. 1904. Hr. Lessig was united in
it since that time.
marriage to Miss Bessie I'lee, <laiighter of I-rancis H. and .Anna
Boone) Blee. and to this union has been born a son, James. The
doctor and his wife attend the Reformed church of Schuylkill
Haven. Professionally Dr. Lessig is associated with the county,
state and .American medical associations and fraternally with the
)l
the doctor's imorder of Masons and the Royal .\rcanum.
mediate family of ten children five besifle himself arc living,
niey are his brothers Xorman. Frank and John, and two sisters.
Mrs. .\. H. Kline and Mrs. G. W. Werner. Dr. Lessig ranks
high in his profession in the county and is one of the most esteemed citizens of the community.
Le Van, Capt. James H., retired, was born in Mincrsville. Pa.,
He is a son of Joseph and Martha f Russell) Le
Feb. I. 1.S41.
\'an. the former born in Berks county. Pa., anrl the latter in EngThe father was a tanner by trade, and followed that ocland.
cupation in earlier life, but in later years was employed in a
foundry located on the spot where Captain Le \'an's house now
stands.
His death occurred in his ninety-thirr] year and hi.s
wife died two years later at the age of eighty-four years. Of
the seven children born to them four survive. Captain Le \'an
kill
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acquired some educational draining in the public scliouls of his
native town, and at the age of thirteen years went to work in
Later he served an apthe De Haven foundry of Minersville.
prenticeship to a carpenter. In 1861, in response to President
Lincoln's call for 75,000 volunteers, he enlisted as a drummer in
Company I, 5th Pennsylvania volunteer infantry in the three
months' service and upon the expiration of that enlistment, in the
fall of the same year, he became a ])rivate in Company C of the
50th Pennsylvania infantry. The rc^'iment was first sent to Milton Head, S. C, under Gen. W. T. Sherman and after participating
in the siege of Hilton liead and battles of Beaufort, Pocotaligo
and the Coosaw it was assigned to the Army of the Potomac
and joined it at Newport News, Va., where it became a part of

As a part
the Second brigade, First division. Ninth army corps.
of this command it took part in the battles of White Sulphur
Springs, Second Bull Run, Centerville and Chantilly, Va., South
Mountain and Antietam, Md. It was then transferred to the Army
of the Tennessee and took part in the siege of Vicksburg and
capture of Jackson, Miss., under General Grant. After the fall
of Vicksburg and Jackson, the regiment joined the Army of the
Ohio under General Burnside and took part in the battles of
Blue Springs, Lenoir Station, Plufif's Ferry, Campbell's Station,
and was besieged at Knoxville, Tenn. After the siege was raised,
Captain Le Van received an honorable discharge at Blaine's cross
roads, Tenn., Dec. 31, 1864, on account of reenlistment in the
same company and regiment, as a veteran, to serve three years,
or during the war. But after a thirty days' furlough he rejoined
his regiment at Camp Curtain, Pa., and with his command was
assigned to the Second brigade. First division, Ninth army corps,
at Annapolis, Md.
Shortly afterward it started with Grant on
the Wilderness campaign and saw service in the battles of the
Wilderness, N}^ River, Spottsylvania, North Anna, Bethesda
Church, Cold Harbor, Siege of Petersburg, the Mine Explosion,
Weldon railroad, Ream's station, Pegram farm. Poplar Grove
Church, Hatcher's run, Fort Stedman and fall of Petersburg. He
was wounded before Petersburg, June 22, 1864, by a gunshot in
.the right shoulder, confined to the hospital at Mt. Pleasant, Washington, D. C, for sixty days and rejoined his regiment at Yellow
Tavern, Va. On Oct. i, 1864, he was made captain of Company
I of the same regiment, and served in that capacity until the end
He was constantly with his respective commands,
of the war.
took part in all of their movements and engagements, except while
confined in the hospital on account of his wound, and performed
arduous and gallant service at all times, meriting the high commendation of his superior officers. Although not participating in the
battle of Gettysburg, as a mark of honor the regiment was selected to represent the national government at the dedication of
the Gettysburg Monument, on the battlefield. July 4, 1865, by
order of the war department. Captain Le Van being provost marshal of the town during the dedication ceremonies.
During the
19-Vol.
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of Ins army f.ircrr lie wa>* made prisniitT luit <>iut. and that
^va^ at S|)ott»ylvania. hut with several of liix comrade* Uv manajicd to make itis escape and rejoined ilie remnant of his reRimcnt.
After marchinK in the ^rand review at Washinj^ton, the reRimcnt

whole

wa> mustered out

at

Fort Gaines, July 30.

i>V»5.

and Captain Lc

I'Or the first two years after his
Mincrsville.
return In- was cnRajjid in the hutclur husiness hut left it to join
the first coal and iron jxilice force where he rendered ilislinRuishcd
service, during the Mollie Magiiire ironhies. for a numher of
years.
He then went to work for (hartley & Fox in the machine
shop of his native town, leaving them to hecome assistant boiler
inspector of the .Schuylkill district, and after serving eight years
While servas such, again jriined the coal and iron police force.
ing on the police force he was elected recorder of deeds of Schuyl.Subsequently
kill county, and served a fidl term of three years.
In ifViiS
he was for two years the wanlen of the county prison.
Captain I.e \'an married Miss .Matilda Wythe, who was born in
Pour
Minersville, a daughter of Simeon and Agnes Wythe.
children have blessed their union. Orlando H. is marricfl and resides in Newark. N. ]., though he is employed in New York a."?
a ticket seller by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company for the
Pullman Car Company. Joseph H. is a bookkeeper in the Lytic
store in Minersville.
lie married Miss Elizabeth .\. Snyder, by

Van

ret«irncd

to

whom

he has one child. James H.; Henjamin
blacksmith and lives with his oldest brother

The youngest
Mrs. Le Van

son.

died

James
in

I'.,

in

unmarried, is a
Newark. N. J.

Garfield, died at the age of three years.
She was a fine Christian
1896.

August,

character, and a woman whose every eflFort was rjirected towards
the happiness and comfort of others.
Nowhere is she more
missed than in her own home. Captain Le \'an is a member of
Lawrence Post, No. 17. Grand .'\rmyof the Republic, and after having served eleven years as commander of the same he was recently re-clccteil to that office.
Lewis, Moses H., D. O., an eyesight specialist of excellent aliility,
located in .\sliland. was born in Pottsvillc on Nov. 2, 1874. and
is a son of Abraham and Pauline (Levy) Lewis, both of whom are
natives of Schuylkill county. The paternal grandfather, Leon
Lewis, was born in Germany and was the founder of the family
in .America, having settled in Pottsville as early as 1805.
He was
a tailor by vocation, and followed that occupation in Pottsville
until his death.
He left four children Nathan, Herman, .Abraham and Leah and two of the sons served in the Union army
during the Civil war. Abraham Lewis was reared in Pottsville,
but in early manhood removed to New York city, where he is
now engaged as a wholesale manufacturer of clothing. His family consists of seven children, of whom the subject of this sketch
is the eldest.
The others are Celia, wife of Daniel Gorfinkle;
Jeannette, wife of Fred Langfclder
Leo. Martha. Hannah and
Victoria.
Dr. Lewis was reared in New York and received his
preliminary educational training in the schools of that city. On

—
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8,

1904,

lie

was graduated

at

I

lie

t'hicaj^o eye, ear,

201

nose and

throat collegfe and subsequently took a graduate course in o|)tlialmology and therapeutics. In the spring of 1905 he opened an
office in Ashland for the practice of his profession, and has met
with success far beyond his most sanguine expectations. fJn
Marcli 9, 1895, was solemnized Dr. Lewis' marriage to Miss
Bertha Sherwin, a daughter of Isadore and Esther (Levine)
Sherwin. Both of Mrs. Lewis' parents arc natives of l-Vankforton-Main, Germany. To Dr. and Mrs. Lewis have been born two
Both the doctor and his wife are
Bella Ray and Celia.
children
members of the Daughters of Rebekah the doctor is identified with
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the encampment of the
same, and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. Although he has been
a resident of Ashland but a short time. Dr. Lewis has won for
himself an enviable place in the life of the community.
Lewis, William H., a well known and highly esteemed citizen
of Pottsville, was born at Port Carbon, Schuylkill county, Sept.
6, 1840, and is the youngest in a family of five children born to
John C. and Hannah (Umstead) Lewis, early residents of Port
Carbon. John C. Lewis was born in Bucks county, Pa., in the
year 1800, but spent the greater part of his life as a resident of
He was a teacher
Schuylkill county, principally at Port Carbon.
for some years during his earh^ life, and later took up the business
of boat building, in which he was very successful until the encroachments of railroads rendered canal-boating unprofitable. He
then sold out his yard and engaged in the mercantile business at
Port Carbon, in which he continued until his death, in 1873. In
political affiliations he was a Whig, and upon the organization
of the Republican party, became an adherent to the doctrines of
Republicanism. He was a zealous worker in the church, a public-spirited, progressive citizen whose life was replete Avith good
deeds and was a man who possessed the confidence and high regard of a large circle of acquaintances, formed during a business and
social career covering a period of forty years in Port Carbon.
His
wife was the counterpart of her husband in all that was good and
pure in life, a devoted wife and mother, a devout Christian, a
generous, kind-hearted friend and neighbor. William H. Lewis
has had a wide and varied business career. He was educated
in the schools of his native borough, with the supplementary
education acquired during a lifetime spent in careful studv and
investigation.
He began his active life-work at the age of seventeen, when he was employed as bookkeeper and manager in a
mercantile and coal business in Tremont, a prosperous borough
in this county.
He continued there from 1857 until 1862, when
he resigned his position to accept a similar one in the emplov of
Miller, Maize & Co.
Seven years were devoted to this work as
bookkeeper and manager in the extensive mercantile and mining
establishments operated by his employers. In 1869. Mr. Lewis
became the general manager for the firm of Packer, Rathburn &
Co., of Pottsville, who were extensive coal operators in the ^la-
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Sinm aftcrwanU he furim-il a partliamiy and Siluivlkill valleys.
nership with M. !•'. Maize, the firm title hiinfj Maize & l.ewi«t,
and operated the West Shenandoah colliery until 187,^, when they
The position <if general mnnaKcr of the Will.sold the property.
ian» IVnn colliery was then tendered to Mr. Lewis and he accepted the charge of this, one of the lar>;est an<l most profitahle
After workinp this colliery fur several
collieries in the repion.
years it was transferred to New York parties who were connected
with the Pennsylvania railroad, and Mr. Lewis remained for
some time in their employ. lie was also identified with the purchase of the land and the opening up of the Lytle collerics near
Mincrsville. and represented the interests of his employers in the
Shamokin region, l-'or a number of years he continued as manager of these interests, as well as of the William I'cnn colliery,
lie is extensively interested in private liusiness affairs, being a
director in several banking institutions in the county, and is
vice-i>residcnt of the First National bank of Shenanfloah at the
present time.
In addition to the large banking interests mentioned. Mr. Lewis is president of and stockholder in the f'all Bottom Coal and Coke Com|)any of West Virginia, and was formerly
a member ni the board of trustees of the State hospital for inlie is a man
jured persons, at Fountain Springs, in this county,
dcscr\edly popular, not only as an employer of labor, but also
He is a Mason of exalted standing, having
in a social sense.
Mr. Lewis was married
attained to the thirty-second degree.
on Sept. 13. 1863. to .Miss Sarah E., daughter of M. F. and Catherine Maize, then residents of Pottsville. and ten children were
born to this union, five of whom arc living. Mrs. Lewis was an
exemplary wife and mother, whose many graces endeared her to
all who knew her.
She died in 1890. and her death was sincerely
mourned bv a very large circle of acquaintances who knew her
fine social qualities and lovely womanhood.
Lewis, William J., a well known resident and member of the
sihtKtl board 01 Shenandoah, was born in that city Oct. 31. i9ftj.
His parents, John A. and Sarah J. CMcCord) Lewis, were both
horn in Port Carbon. Schuylkill county, the former on March 20,
1831. and the latter on May 22. 1846.
John .\. Lewis was on<- of
the pioneer settlers of Shenandoah, coming to the town in I"ol>ruarA". 1862. when it contained but two houses, and the first colliery was opened shortly after his arrival.
He spent the active
years of his life as a carpenter and contractor, many of the buildings in Shenandoah having been erected under his supervision.
In this line of activity he frequently employed as many as 24
skilled workmen.
He is still living and is hale and hearty for
one of his years. His wife died on July 19. igo6. Of their children Lorena is now the wife of Dr. S. .M. Fetzer of Shenandoah
W^illiam J. is the subject of this sketch
Ida C. is the wife of
John M. Graig. a real estate man of Good .Springs, Nev. Olive
U. is Mrs. Harry J. Huntzinger of Uniontown. Pa.: and .-Mfred
B. is a civil and mining engineer, now holding the position of
:

;

;
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borough cngiiK'tr of Slicnandoah. William J. Lewis received his
elementary education in the schools of his native city. After completing the course in the high school he attended business college and then spent over two years as a student in the law department of the University of Pennsylvania. On account of failing health, due to sedentary work, he gave up the law and was
for sometime associated with his father in the building business.
He is now serving his second term of three years as a member
of the school board, and in the years 1905-6 was secretary of the
board. In political matters he is a consistent Republican and in
church affiliations was formerly a Presbyterian, but now belongs
to the Congregational church, in which he is a deacon and was
Mr. Lewis
for four years superintendent of the Sunday school.
(See sketch of William H. Lewis of Pottsville,
is a bachelor.
a brother of John A. Lewis, for a more complete account of the
family history.)

Lindemuth, William H., pastor of the First Methodist Episcopal
church of Pottsville, a pulpit orator of exceptional force and ability, and withal a man of unexcelled capacity as an executive, was
born in Reading, Pa., Aug. 2. 1864. His father, Rev. Jerome
Lindemuth, was for more than forty years a member of the
Philadelphia conference of the Methodist church, and the Lindemuth family has been well known in Schu}'lkill county for years,
an uncle, William J., having been a lifelong resident of MinersA'ille.
The subject of this sketch attended the public schools of
his native state and in 1881 received a certificate of graduation at
the Lancaster high school. A year later he received a like certificate from the Rugby academy of Philadelphia, and in the fall
matriculated at the Wesleyan university at Middletown, Conn.
When he had completed the full four years' course he received
his master's degree, and in the same year (1886) started his theological training at the Drew theological seminary at Madison, N.
The year that he graduated at that institution he received his
J.
ordination as a minister of the gospel of the Methodist Episcopal
church. His first charge was the St. Luke's congregation of
Philadelphia, whence he went to the Oak Lane church of the same
city and then to the Asbury church of West Philadelphia.
In the
last named charge he remained six years, the longest pastorate in
history of the church. His other pastorates include the
churches at Pottstown, Wissahickon, Philadelphia, and Lansdowne, the latter a suburb of Philadelphia, whence he came by
appointment of Bishop Henry W. Warren to the First church
of Pottsville.
Rev. Mr. Lindemuth's churches have all been in the
Philadelphia conference, of which he has become one of the leading and most influential members.
He is a contributor to various theological and religious periodicals and has won renown as
an orator of no mean ability. Mrs. Lindemuth. formerly Miss
Emma T. Kaercher, is a cousin of Samuel, Daniel and Edward
the
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Kacrclicr, well kimwii .tiid promincnl buhiiir>^ men of I'liii^vilK-,
tlu'ir lailuTs, |)anul an<l I-rank Kacrchcr, liaving luxn l)r«iil>cr>.
Llewellyn, George T.. the subject of this biof^aphical review,
was horn at Snininit Hill. Carbon county, I'a.. July 14, 1857.
Ills parents. ( ieor^e and Mary (Jones) Llewellyn, were natives
The ni<»tber was a ilau^bter of I'honias \V. Jones, who
of Wales.
;eor>;e Llewellyn, lather
at Ashlaml. I'a.. Jan. 11. 1X75.
«lie<l
of the .subject of this article, ilied in June. 1S57. as the result of an
His widow accompanied her parents to
accident in the mines.
I'iUtsville, and in 1863 returnctl to Carbon county, where she died
(icorge T. wa.s taken in charRe by his
in ,\ugu.st of thai year,
(

maternal grandparents, and made his home with them during his
His opportunities for education were not the
childhood years.
best, comprising only irregidar attendance at the .\shland public
He was a door-tender in the
scluM>ls for three or four years.
mines at the age of eleven, and passed through all grades at the
mines, from .slate-picker to starter. \\ hatever of success he has
achieved in life is directly attributable to his own unaided efforts.
I'.y private study and observation, he has acquired a good business
education, and has been recv>gnizcd for many years as a thoroughIn his boyhood days
ly competent and successful business man.
he carried papers, served as a messenger boy about the mines or
elsewhere delivering messages, etc.. and served for a time as colFinally he accepted a h(X>k agency, and sold b(x>ks,
liery clerk.
and from this he drifted into the insurance business, which has
In this line he has established
been, practically, his life work.
a large and lucrative business, and has been superintendent of
.Mr. Llewellyn has been twice
agencies for the last twelve years.
married, first, in 1R79, to Miss Clara, ilaughtcr of James W. and
Esther Thompson, of .-Kshland. .She died on .\ug. 21. 1892, leaving three daughters: Lmily M., Mary Harris, and Llizabcth T.
On April 4, 1894, Mr. Llewellyn was united in marriage to Miss
Ellen Holland, daughter of John and Jane Holland, of Mahanoy
City, and two sons and a daughter have been born to this union,
George IL. Jane .\. and John H. The family are members of the
Mcthwlist Lpiscoj)al church. Mr. Llewellyn is a Republican in
his jMilitical affiliations, and takes an active interest in political
affairs, but has neither sought nor held public office, except three
years in the borough council, having been president of that body
in

1905.

Mahanoy

He

is

a

member

of the Patriotic Order Sons of America:

City Lodge. Xo. 695, Benevolent and Protective Order

.Tiul the Republican club.
Lobach, Rev. Albert, pastor of St. John's Reformed church it
Tama(|ua. was born at Ironton. Lehigh county. .March 12. 1861. a
son of Samuel and Elnora (Schadt) Lobach. The father died at the
age of forty-eight, but his widow, who makes her home with her
children, is still robust and hearty, although in her seventy-fourth
year. The father was a blacksmith, which vocation he followed all
his active life. He was a master workman and an exemplary Christian gentleman.
He was the father of six sons and two daughters.

of Elks
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After a due pretlircc sons and a daughter arc living'.
county
tile subject
Lehigh
schools
of
public
the
in
training
liminary
lie
of this sketch learned the blacksnuth trade under his father,
became a good workman, but his aspirations were along a different
lie was
line and he matriculated at the Kutztown normal schcjol.
graduated with the class of 1883, and the following year took post
graduate work at the school and then for a number of years was a
teacher in the public schools. After another year in the normal
school he was graduated, in 1887, from the scientific department.
His theological training was acquired immediately after in three
years of work at the Franklin and Marshall college of Lancaster,
lie was then ordained as a
Pa., where he was graduated in 1890.
minister of the Reformed church, and accepted a call to become the
After nine
pastor of the St. Paul's congregation of Bethlehem.
years of faithful, zealous service, in which he was the chief influence in the erection of a new church, he assumed charge of the five
of

whom

churches and congregations at Cunningham. There he remained
but a year and a half, however, resigning to become pastor of St.
John's Reformed church at Tamaqua. This charge he has held ever
He is deeply
since, to the satisfaction of the entire congregation.
interested in the welfare of the city and county, and in the fall of
1906 was a candidate for the nomination to the state legislature on
the Democratic ticket. In 1891 Mr. Lobach was united in marriage
to Miss Ada M. Breinig, a native of Lehigh county, and a daughter
of Edwin and Catherine (Swartz) Breinig. Her mother is a sister
of the late Judge Swartz of Berks county. To Mr. and Mrs. Lobach
have been born eight children Samuel E., Paul A., Titus B., Catherine E., Margaret L., Pearl H., Ada L. and Esther Marion.
Long, Jacob L., a hardware merchant, a plumber and tinsmith by
vocation, and superintendent of the water works of Pine Grove, was
born in Lebanon county, Pa., Dec. 22, 1870. He is a son of John
Henry and Louisa J. (Dixon) Long. The father was a jeweler and
a skilled workman in his line, doing work for the people of several
places. His death occurred in 1876, at the age of thirty-three years,
and his widow, now over sixty years of age, is a resident of Tremont. Of the six children in the family three are living. Clinton
A., Charles A., and Emma E. died at the ages of thirteen, twentyfour and twelve years, respectively. James H. is in the hardware
business at Orwigsburg, and Amos E. is foreman of the tinshop in
the bolt works.
The subject of this sketch attended the public
schools of Tremont and Pine Grove, and while he was yet a student
he began his apprenticeship in the tinsmith's trade. He worked as
a journeyman at Pine Grove, Philadelphia, Brazil, Ind., and Mount
Carmel, Pa., and in 1898 returned to Pine Grove and established
himself in business. His ability, his skill as a workman and his
absolute honesty have won for him the respect of the community
and his industry has prospered even better than he had dreamed.
He does all kinds of tin work, steam heating and plumbing and has
fitted most of the recently erected dwellings of Pine Grove.
In
September, 1890, Mr. Long married Miss Sallie C. Haas, a native of

—
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Luther, Roland C, deceased, late superintendent <>f the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron Company, was born at Port Carbon,
Schuylkill county, Jan. 20. 1S46. a son of I'etcr D. and Klizabeth
(Mills) Luther, natives of Lancaster county. I'a.. where the ancesThe .American branch of this
tors settled in early pioneer days.
family are direct descendants of the great reformer, .Martin Luther.
The father of Roland C. Luther came to Schuylkill county in iS^i.
and located at I'ort Carbon, but later removed to .\shland. where
he died in 1881. Mis business was that of a coal operator, in which
he was a pioneer in the anthracite field and acquired a comfortable
fortune. There were four children born to I'cter I), and Lli/abcth
The subject of this article was
Luther and all are now ileccased.
educated in the public schools and the I'olyiechnical cdlege in Philadelphia, and began his business career as a mine operator, in connection with his lather. .\s a youth he served in various capacities;
was employed for awhile as a railroad conductor; was then interested in railroad construction and was later associated with .Mr.
Harris as a mining engineer. At one time he was superintendent
of Kaska-William colliery, and in 1870 he held a position as mining
engineer with the Philadelphia & .\Iahanoy Coal Company. This
projierty was absorbed liy the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and
Iron Company, and Mr. Luther continued in the employ of the new
proprietors as mining engineer. In June, 1874, .Mr. Luther was sent
to the company's property on the Hudson, near West Point, where
he had charge of the corporation's business until he resigned in
1875 'o ^^^*^ "P f'ber interests, on the Pacific coast. He had charge
of mining developments in southeastern Nevada, and subsequently
became chief engineer of construction fi^r the Lureka & Colorado
River Railroad Company. Returning to Pottsville in 1882. with a
large and varied experience in civil anrl mining engineering, his
services were sought by the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron
Company, and he accepted the position of mining engineer, continuing in that capacity until 1888, when he became the general superintendent. He brought to this arduous duty a rare knowledge of both
theoretical and practical engineering, together with unquestioned
executive ability.
Mr. Luther realized the responsibilities of his
position, and devoted himself to the interests of his employers, even
to the detriment of his own health, remaining at his post until relieved by the hand of death, on March 6. 1905.
He married .Miss
Theresa Yuengling. whose family sketch appears more fully on another page of this volume. The sons arc Roland Y.. who married
Miss Grace Lewis and is attending to mining interests in West Virginia; Edwin C. a graduate of Princeton university and a mining
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family arc iipiscopalians

in religious affiliations.

Lutz, A. L., dealer in horses and mules and a contraetor, was
born in Lehigh county, Pa., Feb. 7, 1848, a son of David and Mollie
(Le Van) Lutz. The father was born in Lehigh and the mother in
Berks county. When the subject of this sketch was but three and
a half years old his father died, leaving a widow and six children.
He was a blacksmith, with a reputation as an expert in the making
of ax blades and the tempering of steel for cutlery of all kinds. The
mother lived until 1896, passing away at the age of seventy-eight
years.

Alfred, the eldest of the children,

was

a captain in the ist

Ohio cavalry in the War of the Rebellion. Emanuel is a coach
maker at Wabash, Ind. James is a stationary engineer by trade,
but is now engaged in the lumber business at AUentown, Pa. Sarah
the widow of Captain Harmony and is living at AUentown with
her daughter, Mrs. Fethrolf. Mary J. is Mrs. Levi S. Sittler and
resides in this county. A. L. Lutz was the third in order of birth.
He had but limited scholastic advantages in the Lehigh county
schools, and when he had completed the training he served an apprenticeship to a harness-maker. When he had mastered the trade
it furnished him a means of livelihood until he was thirty years of
age, and he then embarked in the hotel business in Tamaqua, operating the Mansion House. Subsequently he turned over the management of the hostelry itself to a purchaser, but is still the proFor some years
prietor of the stable in connection with the hotel.
now he has been purchasing horses and mules and selling them to
the coal companies of the district. At the present time also he has
some 65 men stripping and excavating preparatory to the opening
Mr. Lutz's residence in Schuylkill county really
of the mines.
dates from 1864, when he first came here. Two years later he removed to Ohio and was there for a period, and in 1880-81 was in
Atchison, Kan., in the harness business. On Jan. 16, 1880, he was
united in marriage to Miss Irene Shantz, a native of AUentown, and
]\[rs.
a daughter of Walter T. and Emma (Fusselman) Shantz.
Shantz died in 1895 at the age of fifty-eight 3'ears, but the widowed
husband is still living, a resident of Atchison, Kan. To Mr. and
Mrs. Lutz were born four sons. Alfred, a jeweler by trade, is at the
present time assisting his father Frank married Bessie Kleckner
and is associated with his father in business Edward is a student
at Myerstown, and James Alfred is at home. The parents are both
members of the Reformed church. Mr. Lutz is highly thought of in
the business circles of the city and county, and his family are valued

is

;

;

members

of the social

life

of the

communit)^

Lutz, Joseph M., is a prosperous farmer of Wayne township. Flis
paternal grandparents, who occupied the farm on which the subject
of this sketch now lives, were John and Susannah (Schrope) Lutz,
and his maternal grandparents were Amos and Anna (Crause) Frederici, of Lehigh county.
His father's name was also Joseph and his
mother's, before her marriage, was Angeline Frederici. Joseph M.
Lutz was born on the family homestead on Oct. 13, 1869, and his
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>till

livinR. Joseph M.. Charles R., present assessor of the townslnp. and
Mr. Lutz
Lytlia. the wife of James I-'ishcr. of Scluiylkill llavcn.
ol)(aini-«l his eiiucation in the puhlic 9choi)l.s. atten<ling them until he
He then eniploycil hintxctf on
rtaclicil the ajje of eighteen years.

Ins lalher\ farm until the death of the father in iKJV;. when his
brother Charles and himself took j)o.s!,e>sion of the prdpcrty and
have conducted it as a general farm and market garden xmce that
time. The farm consists of 12H acres and the firm name is Charles
k. hut/. & Mro. The farm is a very fertile one, ami it is kept in condition by keeping upon it from sixteen to twenty hca«l i»f lattie and
March S. 1890. Mr. I.ul/ ntarried Miss Iila J. Kcher,
horses.
daughter of Joel J. Kcber, of l-'riedcnslmrg, and eight cliil<lrin have
been born to the union, six of whom five girls and one boy arc
living, viz.: Mary A.. Cora M.. Amy M.. Mva 1., Henry E. and \era
v. .\lr. Lutz is a member of Cre.ssona Lo<lge, No. 4J(>, Free and
Accepted Masons; Farmers' Lo<lgc. No. (149, Independent Order of
t Hid Fellows, of Summit Station, and Camp No. 507, Patriotic ( )rdcr

On

—

—

He is also a memof the Sons of America, also o( Summit Station.
ber of the Royal I'roicctive .Association. In politics he is allied with
the Democratic jtarly is a member of the school board of Wayne
township, which office he has held for .-.even years, and ha.s also at
various times actc<l as judge and inspector nf elections. The family are of the I.ulluTan faith and attend the Summit Hill church.
Lyon, Hon. Thomas H. B. The .subject of this article is one of
the well-known and successful lawyers at the Schuylkill county bar,
and has been in the active practice of his profession at Mahanoy
City since 1874, in which year he was admitted to the bar of the
county and state courts. He served one term as president judge of
the ori)hans' court of Schuylkill county, and has since given his
attention to his large private practice. Judge Lyon was born at
;

—

Herrick. Susquehanna county, Pa., Apr. 26, 1846, and was educated
principally in the institutions of his native county. The ancestral
history of this family is thoroughly interwoven with the colonial
and revolutionary period of our national existence. On the inaternal side, both great-grandfathers fought in the Revolutionary
struggle, their names, though forgotten by posterity, being engraved on the nations "Roll of Honor." The mother's family name
was Mahala Sampson, her father being of the Sampson family of
New England. Her mother's brothers, David and Daniel Heacock,
of New England, were soldiers in the Revolution, and also fought
in the war of 1812. The grandfather Sampson was also a soldier in
the first struggle against (ircat I'.ritain. and his uncle bore arms in
the same meritorious cause.
The great-grandfather Lyon was also
enlisted in the cause of .American independence, and lost his life in
the battle of Trenton. Judge Lyon is a son of Jacob and .Mahala
(Sampson) Lyon, the former born at Herrick. Susquehanna county.
Pa.. July 20, I79'>. and spent his life in the vicinity of his birthplace.
The mother was born in New "N'ork. .Nov. 14, 1797. The subject of
this sketch

has been a life-long Republican

in

his political affilia-
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a prominent jjositiun in the cuuntie takes an active interest in tiie supremacy of
party,
Republican doctrines, and is an able campaign (jrator. Mr. Ly(jn
was married on JMay 23, 1869, to iVliss Jane Meyers, whose greatgrandfather, Phillip ScheaiTer, fought under Washington in the
battle of Trenton and wintered at Valley Forge. She is a daughter
tions,

and has always maintained

cils of his

John M. and Mary Meyers, of Uerrick, i'a. Two daughters have
been born to this union, Una Hawthorne and Asia Mural. The
family are members of the Protestant Episcopal ciuirch. Judge
Lyon is prominently affiliated with the leading social fraternities,
being a member of the Masonic bodies. Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, the Patriotic Urder of the Sons of America, Knights
of the Golden Eagle, and Independent Order of Odd h'ellows.
Lyons, Joseph T., was born in Ashland, Pa., Sept. 14, 1877. After
graduating from the high school of that place he attended West
Chester state normal school, where he graduated in the class of
1898. He taught three terms in the public schools before being admitted to practice law. He commenced the study of law in his
brother's office at Shenandoah, Pa., in January, 1902, and was admitted to practice in 1905. He is now associated with his brother,
W. F. Lyons, with offices at Shenandoah, Pa. He is a Republican
in his political views and is a member of the Masonic fraternity and
Ashland Lodge, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
Lyons, William F., whose home is in Shenandoah, was born in
Ashland, July 11, 1874. He attended the public schools of his native borough and graduated from the high school, after which he
His education was
attended Millersville state normal school.
rounded out by a course in the Susquehanna university, from which
he received a degree. In January, 1897, he became a student of law
in the offices of the late J. Harry James, and in 1900 was admitted
to the practice of his profession at the bar of Schuylkill county. He
was successfully engaged in his vocation in this county for about
a year and then removed to the west to take up the same work in
the courts of Oklahoma. He had laid the foundation of a fine practice in his new tield when the serious illness of his mother compelled
his return to his native county, and as her ill health continued he
determined to remain and work out his destiny in this county. His
ability gave him eminence from the start and inside of six months'
time his office was a busy one. Upon the election of C. E. Berger
to the office of district attorney, Mr. Lyons was made his deputy
and served as such during the full term of three years. He is a Republican in his political beliefs and is a recognized power in the
councils of his party.
His friends, and they are legion, predict for
him a brilliant and successful future, both in law and politics. His
offices are located at 210 North Main street, where he has one of the
best appointed libraries in the county.
Maher, Patrick J., a well known business man and borough auditor of Shenandoah, is a native of that city, having been born on
South Main street, Dec. 4, 1877. Kis father, John P. Maher, is a
native of Ireland, where he was born in 1847. -^^ the age of sixte-en
of
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three sons and three daiij;hter> are now living. I'lulii». tin- eldest, is
a printer on tlie Shenan<loali Kveninf; Herald, is married and has
Martin !•.. who is employed in the CnnninK''-"" I'iano
five ciiildren
factory at I'liiladelphia. is also married and has one child l'.ridf;et
F. is the wife i»f .\. J. Flynn. superintendent of the Manhattan elevated railway in Xcw York, and they have four children Patrick
sketch; Alice is the wife of E. J. Tobin. of
J. is the suhject of this
New York city; Mary is a student in Shenandoah, and John and
Malachi died in infancy. l-"or many years John 1". .Malier was identitied with the mininp interests of Schuylkill county, mostly as a
lie then contlucted the National hotel in Shencontracting; miner.
andoah for awhile, lie still owns the hotel huildinj;. hut is practilie and his wife still live at the
cally retired from active business,
Patrick J. .Maher was educated in
old home on South Main street.
the public schtxils of Shenandoah and in a business college at MahDuring his school days he was employed on off days
anoy City.
and in vacation time about the mines, first as slate-picker, then as
.\fter completing a course
door-tender and later as a mule driver,
in stenography and typewriting he accepted a position with the
.Adams Express Company in Philadcli)hia. where be remained alH)ut
a year, when be entered the employ of the Delaware, I.ackawamia
;

;

;

& Western Railway Company in their offices in New York, lie
continued in that city for about a year and then returned t<i Shenandoah. In 1906 he opened a saloon at his present place of business,
Mis place is
his license being issued in February of that year.
recognized as one of the most orderly in the county, as be caters to
the first-class trade only and numbers among his patrons scjme of
Politically Mr.
the best and most representative men of the city.
.Maher is a Democrat, and he is one of the leaders of that party in
the city of Shenandoah, especially among the younger members of
the organization. In iyo6 he was elected one of the board of auditors for the borough and is now serving the first year of his three
years' term. He is unmarried and makes his home with his parents.
The family are all members of the .Annunciation Roman Catholic
church.
Mr. Maher is one of the active members of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians and is now the financial secretary' of Divisit)n
which capacity he is serving his second term. He is also
of the F'raternal Drdcr of Eagles, the Phoenix Fire Company and the Emmctt League. In all these societies be is deservedly popular because of his many sterling qualities and bis general good fellowship.
Malaxkey, Frank, of the borough of Coaldale, is one of the alert
and prominent business men of his native county, where he conducts a large and successful enterprise as a wholesale dealer in
wines and liquors. His standing in the community is indicated by
the fact that he was chosen the first president of the council of the
borough of Coaldale upon its incorporation, in 1906. He was born in
No.
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the horough of Coaklak\ June i6, 1863, and is a son
Kate (Melley) Mahirkey, Ijoth of wliom were born in
picturesque County Donegal, in Ulster, Ireland, 'i'he father was
reared and educated in his native land, whence he immigated to
America in the early '50s. He took up his residence in what is now
the borough of Coaldale and in this county he continued to follow
the vocation of mining until the time of his death, in 1891, at the
age of fifty-seven years. His wife likewise is deceased, both having
They became the
been communicants of the Catholic church.
parents of eight children, of whom the eldest, Daniel, is deceased;
Frank, the subject of this sketch, was the next in order of birth;
Sarah is the wife of F. Condy Maloy Cassie is the wife of Manus
Breslin John and Thomas are still residents of Schuylkill county,
Lizzie and Ella. Frank Malaras are also the younger daughters
key has maintained his home in Schuylkill county from the time of
his birth to the present, and is indebted to the public schools of
Coaldale for his early educational discipline. At the age of fourteen years he found employment as a mule driver in the mines and
he eventually advanced to the position of full working miner, continuing to be thus actively identified with the coal-mining industry
of his native county for a period of twenty years. In March. J896.
he engaged in the wholesale liquor trade in Coaldale and in this
line of enterprise he has since continued, having built up a large
and prosperous business. He was one of the organizers of the
Citizens' National bank of Lansford, Carbon county, and is still a
member of its directorate. He is essentially public-spirited in his
attitude and is a stalwart in the local camp of the Democratic party.
He has served as president and as secretary of the board of education of Rahn township and upon the incorporation of the borough
of Coaldale, in 1906, he was elected first president of its council, an
Both he and his
office of which he remained incumbent until 1907.
wife are communicants of the Catholic church and are actively identified with St. Mary's parish. Jan. 9, 1890, was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Malarkey to Miss Mary Rodgers, daughter of Patrick
and Madge (Boyle) Rodgers, early settlers of Coaldale, and the
two children of this union are John and Mary.
Marchetti, John, proprietor of a modern, well stocked general
store in Nuremberg, was born in Austria, Sept. 27, 1849, S- son of
Laurence and Rosalia (Sodra) Marchetti. He acquired his education in the government schools in his native country and in 1873
came to the United States, locating in Larimer, Pa. There he obtained employment in the mines, and for seven and a half years he
was engaged in no other labor. In 1880 he removed to Nuremberg,
and for a period of two years after arriving in that borough he
worked as a tinsmith. When he left that vocation he opened the
general store which he is to-day so successfully operating. Mav 10,
1874, Mr. Marchetti married Miss Catherine Felina. Thirteen children have blessed this union, of whom nine survive. They are by
name, Anna, Laurence, Mary, Olivia, Andrew, Joseph, Rosie. Angeline and Catherine. The family are all communicants of the Ro-
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man I'atlmlic clitirch of Nurcmbi-rj;, Mr. Marclu-tti is a iiu-inbcr
of scvrral Slavish societies ami in polilios ncniTally votes the Rcpiil>licaii ticket. allhotiKl) lie allows no political alleKiancc to hiimi
him to the relative merits of the candidates for office. He is an
exemplary citi/en in every particular anrl a tine exainpic of what
inijitslrv anil ptTTvrrancc will ilo for one.
Marquardt. William Louis, .i prominent citizen and husiness man
ol I'ottsville. I'a., was horn at I'ort I'arlmn, .Sclniylkill county, this
state. .\'ov. J-.
185J. a son of Jolm I'lasious and Mary .ARncs
(Mnench) .Marcpiardt. both of whoni were natives of Wnrtemhern,
(iermany. the former havinj^ been horn in 1820 and the latter in
1825.
John Blasious Mar(piardt immigrated to .America in 1H47,
hnt after a few months rcturnerl to his native land, where he remained hnt a short time, and then came apain to .America, accoml)anied hy his mother, two sisters, and Mary .Xpnes Mnench, who
later, in 1X41). became his wife.
They sailed from (Iermany .May 3,
1848. and arrived in N'ew York July 3 of the same year. They located in I'ort Carbon. Schuylkill county, I'a.. where John P.. embarked in the wholesale feed, prain and fruit business. John iJ. and
.Mary .\pnes Marquardt became the parents of twelve children, two
of whom die<l at an early ajje, and the others, five boys .ind five
pirls. were reared to maturity.
William Louis Marcpiardt, the imme<Iiate subject of this review, attended the i)ublic schools of the
day during the winter months, and early bepan the battle of life,
having pone to work in the mines at the ape of nine, but he later
entered the employ of the Pennsylvania Railroad and for a period
of nineteen years, until his resipnation in 1887. acted in the capacity
of conductor in the passenper service of that company. In the year
last mentioned he endiarked in the dry-poods business in Pottsville,
and evidence that he has been eminently successful is that afForrled
by his mammoth emporium on Second and Market streets and by
the busy thr<inp of shoppers passing throuph its doors.
In 1894
he established a shoe store in Pottstown, Pa., but he finally disposed
of it as his prowinp bu.sincss in Pottsville recpiired all his time and
attention.
In 1896. in connection with his dry-poofis business, he
established a shoe store on North Center street in Pottsville.
He
has shown the same propressive business s|>irit in conductinp the
latter business that has made his rlrv-poods business such a wonderful success, with the result that the business paid from the start
and is now second to none in the county. .\s a business man Mr.
Marquardt enjoys the confidence and esteem of his fellow citizens,
and he is an earnest worker in all matters that touch the welfare
of his city and county. In March. 1901. he was a inemher of the
famous commission which held conference with I. Picrpont Morgan in an effort to avert the threatened coal strike in tin- anthracite repion.
This commission, of which the Rev. Father Phillip.s
was the heafl. was composed of prominent lousiness men of the anthracite repion
loyal representatives of the citizens of that repion.
Mr. Marquardt is a charter member and an active worker in the
Civic Leapue. in which bodv he is chairman of the trade extension
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one of the organizers of the Merchants' assoand was' for a time its president; at the present
time he is vice-president of that organization. He is prominent in the
Masonic fraternity, l)eing a member of Pulaski Lodge, No. 216, Free
and Accepted Masons, Williamsport Consistory, and Rajah Temple
of the Mystic Shrine. He is a Republican in politics and he and his
Jan. 27, 1873, Mr.
family are members of the ICpiscopal church.
Marquardt was united in marriage to Miss Clara Gibson, a daughter of J. E. and Mary Ann (McCord) Gibson, of Port Carbon, Pa.,
and they became the parents of two children Emily Amelia, the
wife of Norman li. Rich, of Pottsville, Pa., and William Louis, jr.,
who died at an early age.
Marr, William A., a prominent citizen of Ashland and additional
law judge of Schuylkill county, is a native of Lewisburg, Union
county. He is a representative of a family prominent in the pioneer
days of Pennsylvania, his grandfather, William Marr, having settled on a farm near Milton, Northumberland county, more than a
hundred years ago. This place is still in the possession of the family, which is of good Scotch stock.
A great-uncle represented the
Northumberland district of Pennsylvania in the congress o'f the
United States many years ago. Phineas B. Marr, father of the subject of this sketch, was an ordained minister of the Presbyterian
church. His wife was of German-Irish ancestry. Judge Marr received his education in the public schools of Lewisburg and graduated at the institution which is now known as Bucknell university
in i860, in the same class with Hon. Simon B. Wolverton, a distinguished member of the bar of Pennsylvania. After completing his
scholastic work he studied law in the offices of George F. Miller, of
Lewisburg, and in 1864 he was admitted to practice in the L'nion
county courts. For a time he taught school and continued to read
law in Danville, Pa., and he then located in Ashland, where he concommittee.

ciation of Pottsvillc,

—

tinued in the general practice of his profession until his elevation
to the bench.
This latter event occurred Jan. i, 1899, and his elec-

which was entirely unsolicited and won by a thousand mawas for a term of ten years. While engaged in practice he
became prominent as an attorney for various large coal corporations.
In politics Judge Marr has always been a strong exponent of the
principles of JelTersonian Democracy and has often been a delegate
to national and state conventions of his party.
On three separate
occasions he has been chairman of the Democratic county committee and each time succeeded in securing the election of the full
ticket. Judge Marr is a devout attendant of the Presbyterian church
and for upwards of thirtj'-five years has been the treasurer of the
tion,

jority,

board of trustees. He is recognized throughout the county as a
man of fine legal mind and broad culture and is, withal, a most able
incumbent of the office which he now holds.
Marshall, Arthur J., superintendent of the People's Light. Heat
and Power Company of Schu3dkill Haven, is a native of Shenandoah, this county, where he was born Oct. 6, 1878. He is the second
in order of birth of the three children of Joel and Amanda (Show-
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liccame ihe wiff of E. H.
iarrishiirfj. died, leaving one child.
l.andis. a train ilispatcher of
The mother of Aiuatida (Showers) Marshall was a (iranl. having;
heen a cousin of the renowned ^^''^ral and president of that name.
The paternal grandfather, Henry Marshall, was an early citi/cn of
Shenandoah, and hunted over the land which is ocoipied hy the
horouRh. lie was for many years the superintendent of the St. flair
shaft and was a man of wealth and intluence.
It was he whf> donated to the Trinity Reformed conjjreijation the land upon which
His do.ith occurred
the church of that denomination now stands.
ahout iSik) an<l his widow passed away a few years later. Joel .Marshall was horn at St. Clair, in \f^~, and his wife first saw the liRht
of day at Reading in 1857. Their marriage occurred in Schuylkill
county, where the father has spent the greater part of his active
life in mining.
For the past twenty years he has heen engineer at
the Keeley Run colliery. The suhjcct of this sketch received his
e»lucation in the Shenandoah schools and started earning his own
living as a clerk in a grocery store.
He was possessed of a determination, however, to see more of the worhl, and while still young
went to New York city and secured a similar position there. .Subsequently he became stockkeeper in a large mercantile house, where
he remained about two years. On leaving New York, at the end of that
time, he went to Harrisburg, Pa., and secured a position in the em|doy of a railroad company. 1 1 is first work was as a brakeman, but
after seven months he became a fireman, .\fter he had lu-en at the
business about two years he was injurefl in a wreck and he decided
to enter some other line of business.
He returned to Shcnanrloah
and made a systematic study of electrical engineering. When he
had thoroughly mastered the trade he accepted a position with the
Hamburg Electric Light Company. For a year and a half he remained in Hamburg and then returned to Shenandoah again to
enter the employ of the People's Light. Heat anrl Power Company,
at a big increase of salary. In March, 1905. he was promoted to the
superintendency of the plant in Shenandoah and later was transferred to Schuylkill Haven, where he is acting in the same capacity
for that company, filling the position with proficiency and skill. Dec.
2, 1899. Mr. Marshall married Miss Katie Smith, a native of Shenandoah, and a daughter of Peter and Catherine Smith. The father,
now deceased, was a miner, but the mother is still living, a resident
of Harrisburg. Mrs. Marshall is one of a family of ten children, of
whom seven are living. Mr. and Mrs. Marshall have one child,
Carrie.
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall are communicants of the Trinity
Reformed church, and Mr. Marshall is identified fratcrnallv with
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Patriotic Order of the Sons of
.\merica. and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
Martin, Patrick J., a popular and prominent citizen of Pottsville,
Pa., where he is justice of the peace in the Second ward, was born
in Palo Alto, Schuylkill county. Pa.. Apr. ?i. 1864. and is a son of
iif
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Hubert and Mary A. Walsh j Martin, tlie fi^niicr (jf wlmni wa.s a
Roscommon, Ireland, and the latter of lieckscher'^''^ maternal
ville, this county, where she was born, Dec. 24, 1843.
grandi)arcnts were Michael and Julia (Moran) Walsh, natives of
County Kilkenny, Ireland. They were pioneer residents of Jleckscherville, this county, where they both died, the grandfather having been a miner by vocation. Julia Moran, with her mother and
several of her brothers and sisters, emigrated from Ireland to Canada in the spring of 1842. Michael Walsh accompanied them and
soon after their arrival in Canada the courtship which dated back
to their earlier days in the Emerald Isle resulted in their marriage.
In the fall of the following year, the Moran family, including Mr.
and Mrs. Walsh, located in Heckscherville, where two of Mrs. Moran's sons, James and Michael, had located several years prior, and
where they erected a comfortable home, one of the few which at
(_

native of County

that date dotted that beautiful valley. This valley is noted for its
rich coal deposits, whose veins have up to this time proved valuable producers, and will thus continue, as mining experts agree, for
many years to come. In those early days the nearest Catholic
church to Heckscherville was St. Patrick's, at Pottsville, where
Later her
the mother of the subject of this sketch was baptized.
father, with others, gratuitously gave their services in excavating
for the foundations for St. Vincent de Paul's church at Minersville.
Mrs. Martin's grandfathers both died in Ireland, and her grand-

mothers,

Mary (McKinley) Walsh and Mary (Ryan) Moran, both

Her family tree is one of the most
Heckscherville, Pa.
Hubert Martin was a son of
extensive in eastern Pennsylvania.
Patrick and Catherine (O'Brien) Martin, both of whom died in
County Roscommon, Ireland, where they owned and tilled a farm.
He came to America in 185 1, locating at Palo Alto, where he followed
railroading for many years, dying in that town Oct. 24, 1900. He
and his wife, who survives him, were married at St. Stephen's
church, Port Carbon, by Rev. Daniel Magorien, on Sept. 13, 1859,
and to them there were born twelve children, four of whom were
reared to maturity
Catherine, born June 28, i860, was married to
Charles
Gillespie,
at
St.
Stephen's
church.
P.
Port
Carbon, June 8, 1882, by Rev. John O'Rourke, and she died at Palo
Alto. July 4, 1892, leaving to survive her three children, Mary, Catherine, and Marcella; Patrick J. is the subject of this review; Margaret
B., residing at Palo Alto, was born Jan. 18, 1869, and was married
to Harry O'Neil, at St. Patrick's church, Pottsville, by Rev. F. J.
McGovern, on June 18, 1902; and Michael J. C. Martin, now of
Pottsville, was born in Palo Alto Dec. 24, 1870. The last mentioned
is the manager of the Pottsville store of the Cunningham Piano
Company, of Philadelphia. He formerly taught in the public schools
of West Penn township and in the borough of Palo Alto. He learned
stenography in the meantime, and subsequently taught this branch
in Wood's business colleges at Pottsville and Hazleton, Pa., and in
Newark, N. J. Following is a brief record concerning the eight children who died in childhood
James, who was born April 29, 1862.
20- Vol. II
died

in
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27, iS<i«>;

Mary

Sepl. 12, iS/xS; infant l)i>y. ilic<l May
9. 187J; John, born May 30, 1S74, died Jan. .V). 1878; IIukIi. l)orn
March 2S, 1878. ilicd Nov. 7, 1879; Klizabclli, or IJcesic, born March
9, 1883, died Nov. 10. 1887; and Leo Franci.s, born May 16, 1886,
died Dec. J^, 1891. Patrick J. Martin wa.s reared in I'aio Alto and
was educated in tlie public schools of that borouRh. For a .short
time he also attended the parochial .schools of St. John the Baptist
church at I'ottsvillc. where he took up the study of Ciernian. ilis
He then became mesfirst employment was in a cigar-box factory.
senger in the oflice of the livening Chronicle, in which oflice he
Me
leartied the art of printing, which he followed for a short time.
was subsequently employed in the Philadelphia & Rcailing car shops
In 1889 he and
at Palo .Mto and' at .Mkins' rolling mills. Pottsville.
John J. O'Connor founded the Saturd.iy Night Review, a weekly
newspaper published in Pottsville. lie dif-puscil of his interest in
that publication two years later and became identified with the
Evening Chronicle. I-'or eleven years he was the court reporter for
that paper, resigning that position Dec. 8. igo6. Sept. 16, 1901. the
family moved from Palo -Alto to 330 South Center street, Pottsville,
where Mr. Martin established a cigar, tobacco and confectionery
lie is a member of St. Patrick's Rostore, which he still conducts,
man Catholic church of I'ottsville, Pa., and is a member of several
fraternal organizations. He was a delegate to the grand court sessions of the I'orcsters of America, held at York. Pa., in May. 1907,
representing Court Pottsville, No. 297, of Pottsville, and was one of
the forty-eight delegates elected by the grand court to the sessions
of the supreme court to be held in Chicago in August, 1907. Though
not a candidate for the office, nor present at the convention, he was
tendered the nomination for county auditor on the Democratic
ticket in 1887, his enthusiastic friends winning the nomination for
him over several other candidates. He was triumphantly elected,
was chosen chairman of the board and filled the duties of the office
in a manner most satisfactory to his constituents.
In almost the
same maimer, on Feb. to. 1907. he was elected to the office of justice of the peace in the Second ward of Pottsville.
He declined to
be a candidate for the office, but his friends were persistent and as
his name was not printed on the ballots his friends wrote it on the
space allotted for that purpose and elected him over two other
candidates. His election comin.g in this way was considered by the
subject as a mandate from the people to serve, and he accordingly
opened modcrnly equipped offices at 105 East Norwegian street.
He represented the Fourth legislative district at several state conventions of the Democratic party two at Harrisburg and one each
at Reading and Allentown.
He was one of the delegates to the
Democratic convention in Harrisburg in 1905. who nominated
William H. Berry for state treasurer. Mr. Berry, as a reform candidate, was triumphantly elected by the people.
While a resident
of Palo Alto Mr. ^[a^tin filled several local offices with credit to
himself and the approbation of the tax-payers, the offices he filled for
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of town clerk, tax collector
also filled several borough
offices, including those of school director and tax-collector, and was
secretary of the school board for a number of years.
Masser, Samuel Richard, the leading general merchant of ilegins,
was born in Nurlhumberland county, Pa., Jan. 7, 1869, a son of Jacob C. and Katherine (Wagner) Masser. lie attended the public
schools of Upper Mahanoy township until he reached the age of
nineteen years, completing all the courses offered. For a year thereafter he taught school, but pedagogic work did not appeal to him
and he left it to accept a position with the general merchandise firm

two terms or more having been those
Mis father
and borough treasurer.

For nine years he continued
of D. G. Siler & Co., of Shamokin.
his residence in Shamokin, being employed by different firms for
different periods of time. In the spring of 1899 he removed to Megins and engaged in the general merchandise business which since
that time he has been most successfully conducting. His store is
the most modern and the best equipped of all in the vicinity and
his patrons are always assured of courteous treatment and the best
of service. In Nov., 1894, Mr. Masser married Miss Elizabeth Geist,
a daughter of Jacob Geist, of Hegins, and to this union have been
born three children Mark Millard, Jacob Geist and Paul Leon all
living at home. The family are members of the Reformed church
of Hegins. In politics Mr. Masser is an influential upholder of the
tenets of the Democratic party, but has never held nor aspired to

—
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In a fraternal way he is associated with the Hegins Lodge,
No. 726, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a past officer
of the same.
By his integrity, kindliness of manner and business
judgment he has won for himself and his family a secure place in
the social and commercial life of the community.
Master, Milton H., proprietor of the Shenandoah Steam Marble
and Granite Works, was born in Berks county, Pa., Sept. 21, 1855.
His parents, David and Catherine (Hunsberger) Master, were both
natives of that county, where the father followed the occupation of
shoemaker, and both are now deceased. They were the parents of
ten children, viz. Mary, Ffeiiry, Evan, James, John, William, George
W.. David, Milton H. and Kate. Mary is the wife of Amos Fryer,
of Shimerville, Pa.; Henry is a blacksmith at Macungie, Lehigh
county Evan operates a granite quarry in Berks county John
is in the same business at Minersville, and James at IMertztown.
Pa.; George W. is a blacksmith at Robesonia; Kate is the wife of
John Stichter, of Zionsville, Lehigh county, Pa., and William and
David died in youth. Milton H. Master was educated in the common schools and took up the trade of marble cutter. After serving

office.

:

;

;

his apprenticeship he established his first business at Minersville.
but after about eight years there he removed to Shenandoah, where

he opened his present concern in 1881. The skill and good taste in
designs that he has displayed have built up for him a successful
business, and in the cemeteries of Schuylkill and adjoining counties
may be seen many fine specimens of his handiwork. He emplovs
on an average seven or eight skilled cutters and is equipped for turn-
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and secretary <>f tlic city council, and wa> tlu- caiidiilatc kI his party
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Mr. Master

is
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nf Anicnca. and with his wife belongs to the Kcfornied church.
March Ji. ii*<7S, Mr. Master and Miss Levina ilanich, of .\Iiners-

Sons

On

were united in ntarriagc, and tli£ir
by three sons and three daughters; Harry,
'1 hoinas
Robert is deceased;
J. ami Ktith.
ployed in his father's business; irace is the
ville, I'a.,

union has been blessed

Robert. Grace, Mabel,
the ehlest son is emwife of James Ringler,
of ."slu-naniloali. .1 colliery clerk; and the otju-rs are at home.
Mathias, John I., a |irominent resident of Mahaiioy City, where
he has resided since Apr., 1864, is a native of Dowlais. Wales, lie
was born Jimc 19, 1842, and four years later accompanied the parental family to America. They located in Pottsville in 1X46 and
have been identified with the history of Schuylkill county since that
The father, Lewis .Mathias, was born in I'.ngland, .\pr. S.
date.
1805. l'>y reason of an estrangement between himself and his uncle.
Sir Henry Mathias, he decideil to seek his fortunes in the New
\\'orld.
His wife, who in maidenhood was Mary Isitt, was born in
Milford Doch, Wales, Feb. 22, 1810.
He died in Mahanoy City,
Apr. 16. 1865, and she died at the same place. July 7, 1891. The
subject of this sketch has been a resident of Schuylkill county for
sixty-one years, and all of his mature life has been spent in .Mahanoy
City.
He has been prominently identified with the growth and
progress of the town, and has borne his share in the dcveloi)ment
of the beautiful little city. He was one of the original directors at
the organization of the Union National bank, and has served continuously as a member of the board of directors since.
He was a
member of the school l)nard for six years and served as [)resident nf
He was president of the borough council
the same for one term.
for four years, and served as a member of that body for si.x years.
During the past thirty years Mr. Mathias has been general agent
for a school text-book publishing bouse, and has devoted his energies principally to the work involved in this position.
In political
views Mr. Mathias is an active Republican, and he has filled some
(

important positions on the state central committee, and was alternate delegate to the national conventions at Minneapolis and St.
Louis. He was married July 3, 1864. to Miss .Annie, rlaughter of
David and NLirgaret (Williams^ Davis, of Minersville. Four children have been born to this union, the eldest and the youngest of
whom are deceased. The names in order of birth are William D.,
Mary D., Lewis B. and John W. Mr. Mathias has taken an active
interest in Odd Fellowship and has attained high standing in this
fraternity of the "triple links."
Beginning with the subordifiate
lodge, he has .taken the degrees in the encampment and canton and
filled the principal official stations in each.
TTc is also a member r)f
the

Odd

Fellows'

Temple

club, of Philadelphia,

Fellows' association of Pennsylvania.

He

and the \'eteran Odd

is al.so

a

member

of the

HKJGKAI'lllCAL

M)i)

Of jjnlitical orj^anizallciiovolcnt and I'rotcctivc Order of JClks.
lions lie liolds membership in the Westmoreland club of Wilkes
P>arrc, Central Kepubliean club of Pottsville, and the Voiinf,' Men's
Republican club of Mahanoy City. The religious affiliations of the
family arc with the Methodist Episcopal church.
Matthews, William J., justice of the peace (jf the borough of New
Philadelphia, was born in County i3own, Ireland, on I-'cb. ,i6, 1854,
a .son of John and Mary (Calvert) Matthews. The father worked in
the lead mines in his native country and in 1855 he came to America with his wife and child. The passage was made on a sailing vesHe located first at Silver
sel and took seven weeks and three days.
Creek, I'a., where he secured employment in the coal mines, and he
continued to be thus engaged until he met his death, on Aug. 10,
1870. The cage in which he and eleven other men and the. subject
of this sketch were ascending suddenly dropped, and nine of the
thirteen occupants were instantly killed, among them John Matthews.
He was the father of eight children, all but the eldest of whom were
William
born in this country. The names of the children are
(ist), Mary Ann (2d), Elizabeth, Andrew,
J.. John, Jr., Mary Ann
George and Joseph. Mary Ann (ist) died in infancy, and George
and Joseph also are deceased. The father was in early life a Presbyterian, but after coming to the United States he joined the Methodist Episcopal church and was for many years superintendent of
the Sunday school. Politically he was a Republican and he had no
His widow became the
little influence in the local party councils.
wife of John Howells, and they had one child, Martha. William J.
Matthews attended the public schools of Silver Creek and New
Philadelphia and at the age of twelve years began the life of a miner.
His first emplovment was in picking slate and he worked up
through the various grades until he had become a journeyman in
the vocation. For thirty-five years this work furnished him a livelihood and he relinquished it to engage in the retail liquor business
in New Philadelphia.
Since that time he has been employed in no
In a pecuniary way his trade has been very good, and
other way.
Politically he is a Republican.
As
is constantly on the increase.
the candidate of that party in 1897 he was elected justice of the
peace, and at each successive election has been re-elected to the
place.
July 22, 1874. Mr. Matthews was united in marriage to
Mary Agnes Murr3^ a daughter of John and Mary Jane (Shields)
:

Mr. Murry was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and came to
Schuylkill county in early life.
Mr. and Mrs. Matthews are the
parents of seven children. William J., Jr., married Blanch Newton,
by whom he has one child, Ethel. Mary Jane is the wife of Benjamin Tate, of Philadelphia. Barney Murrv Matthews lives in Philadelphia.
The other children, Agnes Elizabeth. Joseph McCool,
Andrew Harrison and Louisa Clare, are all at home. Mr. Matthews
is affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal church and in a fraternal
way is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being
a past master of the lodge.
Murry.
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Maurer. Ambrose U., farmer and poultry raiser, .it llij;iii^, wii-.
ill tlu- township where lie now lives <>n .May 26, iH'kj. aii<l is a
clcscciulant of one of the |)ioiiecr families of Schuylkill Cf>imly. His
gran(li)arents. Tobias and Sarah ^\ ean) Maurer, were both born
near IJoyertown. Herks county, grew up ami marriecl there, and
shortly after their marriage came by boat to Minersville, where lie
worked at his trade of blacksmith and was also a blacksmith for the
mines. In 1S47 he bought titty acres of land in liegins township,
where he followed farming until his death. lie was a soldier in the
war of iSiJ. a nemocrat in politics, and he and his wife were members of the Keforme<l church. They harl seven children, l-'.li/.abetli
married William Kces. of Minersville; .Mary married Charle> .Marsh
and lives in St. Louis, Mo. Sarah died single Sophia married ricf)rgc
Smith and lives in Dhio; John went west and died of cholera;
Henry went west and all trace of him has been lost and William
is the father of the subject of this sketch.
The opportunities of Wiliam Maurer to acquire an education were rather limited, though
his fatlicr was one of the first advocates of the free-school system
in the county.
He attendetl school but a short time and in Jan..
1862. enlisted in Company (i. 4Sth Pennsylvania volunteer infantry.
With his regiment he was in the battles of South Mountain. Antietam. second IJull Run, Fredericksburg and a number of minor engagements. Aiter a service of two years and two months he was
discharged, but re-enlisted, at Ilarrisburg, in the same company and
regiment.
He started on the Wilderness campaign, but was severely wounded in the shoulder at Spottsylvania. being sent to
Acquia creek, and thence to Philadelphia, where he went to the hospital.
The minie ball was extracted in the lield hospital and it is
l)i>rii

;

;

;

still

in his

possession.

He was

finally dischargcfl, at l'liiladelj)liia,

on July 5. 1865. After the war be was not able to do much work,
but he bought the old homestead, where he is now living, engaged
in farming.
His son, Ambrose, now manages the farm. In 1866 he
married Nliss Catherine, daughter of Samuel Heater, a farmer of
Hegins township, anil this union was blessed with the following
cliiirlrcn:
Lizzie, who married William Raur and lives in ()hio;
.\inbrosc; William, a farmer of Hegins township; Catherine, who
married .Adelbert Smith and died Jan. 13, 1906; Cora, wife of Lewis
Champion, of Pleasantville. X. J.; and Sarah, at home with her
father. The mother of these children died June 25. 1892. William
Maurer is a Republican, a member of the Lutheran church, was
for tw'enty-one years a school director, was auditor for three years,
and has served as a director in the Northwestern Fire Insurance
Company for six years. Ambrose U. Maurer attended the local

schools until he was seventeen years old. He then managed a farm
in the Kessler district of Hegins township about eighteen months
for John Jones, of Ashland, and was then for about a year in a hotel
at Hegins, in the employ of J. F. H. Long. He then went to Janesville. Wis., and took a course in the Valentine school of telegraphy.
L'pon leaving this school he took a position as assistant operator and
station agent for the Chicago. Burlington & Ouincy Railroad at
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Table Grove, 111., where lie remained five months, wiicn he was sent
to White Hall, 111., on the same road, and stayed there for nine
months, lie then took charge of the office at Riggston, 111., and
held that place for four years, when he was promoted and sent to
I'iasa, where he remained until 1902, when he resigned and returned
to Pennsylvania. In Jan., 1902, he bought eighty-four acres of land
the old Michael Kessler place— and has since that time been engaged in farming and raising poultry and in looking after the management of his father's farm. In Nov., 1892, while at Riggston, he
was married to Miss Annie, daughter of George and Sallie Ressler,
Her parents were both
of Hegins township, where she was born.
born in Northumberland county. Pa., but were among the pioneers
of Hegins township. Mr. and Mrs. Maurer have four children living and one deceased. Their names and dates of birth follow Earl,
Sept. 16, 1896; Myrtle A., Aug. 17, 1898; Willis A., Aug. 4, 1900;
George L., March 17, 1903; Phyllis, Aug. 12, 1894. The last named
died Sept. 12, 1900. Mr. Maurer is a Republican, takes an active
interest in all questions pertaining to the public welfare, and has
frequently served as judge of the elections and on the school board.
Maurer, Curtin F., proprietor of a prosperous livery business in
Ashland, was born in that borough on June 28, 1865, a son of
Daniel and Elizabeth (Fry) Maurer. The father was a native of
The paSchuylkill county and the mother of Northumberland.
ternal grandfathei^, although of German parentage, was born in this
county and was all his active life engaged in the work of a stone
mason and in agricultural pursuits. The mother's father, William
Fry, was a carpenter and farmer and spent all of his active life in
Northumberland county. Daniel Maurer was a bricklayer by vocation.
He died in Ashland, in 1898, in his sixty-sixth year, and his

—

:

wife departed this life some two years later, in her sixty-third year,
leaving two sons, the younger of whom, Harry G., is a carpenter
working at his trade in Wilkes Barre. The subject of this review
has spent all his life in Ashland. It was in the public schools of the
borough that he received his educational advantages and it was
within its limits that he grew to manhood. When he had attained
his majority he embarked in the livery business, to which he has
since devoted his attention. In 1895 he took possession of his present well equipped and well stocked stables, and his business has
been increased year by year until now he has all he can attend to.
Jan. 6, 1887, was celebrated Mr. Maurer's marriage to Miss Arabella
Mills, a native of Ashland and a daughter of Thomas and Ann
(Winters) Mills, of that borough. This union has been blessed
with four children, all boys Leslie, Howard. Raymond and Harry.
Mr. and Mrs. Maurer are devout and earnest members of the Methodist Episcopal church.
Politically he is a Republican, but has
never sought public office. He is a member of the American hose
company of Ashland and fraternally is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
Maurer, David P., is engaged in the blacksmithing business in his
native town of Hepler, where he was born Apr. 23. 1850. and he is

—
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owiuT i>i a well improved farm m this county. Mr. Maiircr
has won success lhrouf;Ii his own cfTorts and has cxcmiilificd the
value of consecutive industry, in the meanwhile so ordcriuR his life
as to merit and retain the ctmfidence and Rood will of his fcllnwincn.
He is a representative of the third generation of the Ma\irrr
family in Schuylkill county, and is a Sf>ii of John 11. and Nellie
I'aui) Maurer, the former of whom was likewise horn in lU-pler
and the latter of whom was horn at Klinj.;erslown, this county. They
continued to reside in the county imtil their death, the father pass-

also the

(

away May *<. 1905. 'ind the mother Ajir. 17, 1907. Henry Maurer.
prandfathcr of the sidiject of this sketch, was the founder of the
family in Schuylkill county, where he was enpaped in agricultural
pursuits until the time of his death. John II. Maurer was a shoemaker hy trade, hut in later years his attention was piven to farming,
lie was a stanch Democrat in politics and served as constable
for a Miunher of years. Both he and his wife were zealous memlxTS
of the Lutheran church. They became the parents of eipht children,
of whom five are livinp: David V.. the immerliatc suhject of this review Catherine, a resident of Pliiladclphia Fayette, of Vinelnnd,
N. J. Amelia, of Tremont. Pa. and Cecilia, likewise a resident of
Fremont.
David P. Maurer was reared on the home farm and
was afforded the advantages of the common schools of the locality.
.At the ape of nineteen years he left the parental roof and bcpan an
apprenticeship at the blacksiuUh trade, under the instruction of
Daniel Klock. of Hcpler. with whom he remained two years, becoming a skilled workman. He started in business for himself, and
later passed three years on the old homestead farm, after which, in
1S72. he built and equipped bis present shop, where he has worked
at bis trade during the long intervening period and where be has
built up a successful business, based up')n bis technical ability and
his personal (lopularity in the community.
He is the owner of a
valuable farm of 107 acres, in Wayne township, and the greater
ing

;

;

:

;

under effective cultivation. The place is now
charge of his eldest son. Mr. Maurer gives his allegiance to the
Democratic party and he has been called upon to serve in various
offices of local trust.
He was justice of the peace for more than
five years, a director of the school hoard for six years, and treasurer
of the school district for three years.
lie and his wife hold membership in the Lutheran church and arc active in its work. In 1870
Mr. Maurer was united in marriage to Miss Catherine Erdman. who
was born and reared in this county, and of their eleven children six
are living, namely: Donald, who is a successful farmer in Wayne
township and who also learned the blacksmith trade, under the direction of his father: he married Lillie Hartzog; Jane, who is the
wife of Frank Herb, of Frackville. this county; Elizabeth, who is
the wife of Edwin Snyder, of Xorthumberland county; Charles, w'ho
is a successful farmer in Wayne township and who married Gertrude Klinger; and Edgar and Raymond, who remain at the paj)ortion of the tract is
in

rental

home.

h]()(;kaphical

',\.i

Maurer, Elmer Harold, M. D., a representative medical jjractitioiuT at Ashland, I'a., was born at Pitman, in Schuylkill county,
lie is a son of G. S. and Elmira (Kramer)
i"a., Jan. :i6, 1878.
Maurer, both of whom were born in this county. The father,
G. S. Maurer, has been a teacher in the public schools of the county
for the last thirty-five years, and is known as a successful educator.
Both parents are now living at the family homestead at Lavelle,
this county.

Dr. Maurer has two sisters, Mrs. Delilah Lloyd, wife

William Follwell Lloyd, and Miss Mamie Maurer, both residents
Mrs. Lloyd was
Philadelphia and graduated trained nurses.
graduated in 1896 from the Hahnemann training school for nurses,
and Miss Mamie has just completed a full course of training at the
of
of

Children's Homeopathic training school for nurses, both institutions
being located in Philadelphia. Dr. Elmer PL Maurer entered the
State normal school at Kutztown at the age of fifteen and was graduated with the class of 1895. He then engaged in teaching for three
years, after which he entered upon the study of his profession at
Hahnemann medical college, in Philadelphia, and was graduated
from that institution in the class of 1902. He at once engaged in
active practice at Ashland and has continued successfully to the
present.
Dr. Maurer was married Apr. 14, 1904, to Miss Florence,
daughter of William G. and Katherine (Baer) Hinterleiter, of Kutztown, Pa. One little biid of promise has come to bless this hajipy
union and brighten the domestic fireside, Miss Catherine Elmira,
born Feb. 9, 1905. The doctor is a Republican in his political affiliations, and he and his wife are members of the Lutheran church in
Ashland. Dr. Maurer is prominent in the Masonic fraternity, being
a member of Lodge No. 294, Free and Accepted Masons Chapter
No. 219, Royal Arch Masons; Commandery No. 39, Knights Templars
Williamsport Consistory, and Rajah Temple, Mystic Shrine.
He is also a member of Lodge No. 384, Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, and the Patriotic
Order of the Sons of America, No. 84. He is a past president of
the Schuylkill County Homeopathic medical society, and is a member of the Hahnemann alumni association. He is also the medical
examiner for the Baltimore Life Insurance Company.
Maurer, John Jacob, a prominent contractor and builder of Ashland and the owner of a lumber yard at Girardville, was born at
Minersville, Feb. 12. i860.
He is a son of John Jacob and Margariethe (Schwartz) Maurer, both natives of Bavaria, German}'.
The father came to the United States about 1845 and located in
Pottsville, where he obtained employment as a bottler in a brewery.
In the late '50s he engaged in the wholesale and retail liquor
business at Minersville and continued in it most successfully until
after, the close of the Civil war, by which time he had secured a sufficient competency to allow him to retire.
In May, 1874, he located
at Ashland, where he remained until his demise, 1887, in his seventy-seventh year. He reared to maturity a family of five children
Mary Louise, John Jacob, Fred W., Lucile. now Mrs. Peter A.
Waldner, and George H. John Jacob iNIaurer. the subject of this
;

;

—
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received his cilucation

in

the schools of

Miiiersvillc

and

Ashland, completing his scholastic traininR in the high school of the
I'or a period of three years he served an apprenticelatter horough.
ship at the carpenter's trade, with Adam VValdncr. and when he
had successfully mastered the technical points of the vocation he
Durinj; that lime he did
served for five years as a journeyman.
some contracting, and in iS8o he cntired husines.s nn his own account as a contractor and builder. He has met with success beyond
his most sanguine hopes and many of the modern dwellings and
public buildinps of Ashland are monuments to his skill and ability,
lie is especially proficient in the erection of churches and has many
times been called u])on to put up edifices in other boroughs. Tn the
fall of 1003 Mr. MauriT purchased the lumber yard of R. K. Rcaker
in (lirardville and has since been conductinp it. in connection with
his other business, through a resident manai^or. ,\pr. 26. 1S90, was
celebrated his marriajjc to Miss Elizabeth Roper, a dauRhtcr of
John and Sarah Ann (Kline) Roper, of Ashland. The children of
Politically Mr. Maurer
this union are Luther, Carl F. and Sheldon.
In a
is a Democrat, hut has never held public office of any kind.
fraternal way he is a member of the Patriotic (~)rder of the Sons of
America and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. His
family are all communicants of the Methodist church, and he himself is a Lntberan.
McDonald. John J., president of the school board and apent for
the Adams Express Company at Shenandoah, was born in that city
March 22. 1870. His parents. John and Mary (O'Donncll) McDonald. were born in Ireland, but were married in this country and were
among the early settlers of Shenandoah. The father, who was a
miner, died when be was about fifty-five years of age, and the
mother is still livinp in Shenandoah. Five of their children are livMary lives at
ing, viz.: Mary, John J.. David, Joseph and Nellie.
home with her mother; John J. is the subject of this sketch David
is employed in Pittsburg; Joseph is a miner, and Nellie is a graduate of the State normal school at Bloomsburg, and is now a teacher
in the Shenandoah public schools.
John J. McDonald received his
education in the schools of his native city and began liis career as
a worker in the mines, where he continued in various positions for
about fifteen years. He then took a place as driver of one of the
Adams Express wagons and gradually worked his way up with that
company until, in Feb., 190.^. he was appointed agent at .Shenandoah. Politically Mr. McDonald is one of the active Democrats
of Schuylkill county.
He served three years as borough auditor;
was elected to the school board in the spring of iQOi. He has been
t\vice re-elected, and in June. 1906. was made president of the board.
He is a member of the Ancient Order of Hibernians and be and
his family are communicants of the Annunciation Roman Catholic
church. In Oct.. 1900. he was united in wedlock to Miss Nora McGrath, who at the time of their marriage was a resident of Mahanoy
Plane. To this union have been born four daughters: Mary. Anna,
Helen and Margaret.
;

iu()(;kaimiical

'-iib

McGettigan, Rev. Hugh J., pastor of St. Joscijh's Koiiiaii Calliolic
church at A.shland, i.s a iiativC' of Schuylkill county, having been
born in Blythe town.ship, in May, i860, lie is a son of Hugh McGettigan, who was for many years a successful teacher in the schools
Both jjarents of Father McGettigan were natives
of this county.
of Ireland, the father immigrating to America and locating in Port
Carbon in 1852 and later removing to Blythe township. The family
in the mother country has given to the Roman Catholic church
of its most distinguished leaders among the clergy of i)ast
generations. Hugh McGettigan, father of the subject of this article, received in this native country an education far above the average afforded to the laity, and came to America well qualified for the
honorable station which he filled so acceptably during the last
thirty-two years of his life. This was no doubt a material aid in
shaping the studies of his son, who aspired to the exalted station
which he now fills many years before his hope was gratified. Hugh
McGettigan was a man of broad and liberal views, highly esteemed
by the community in which he lived, and possessed the good will of
He was a devout Catholic and did much to exall who knew him.
tend the influence of the church in the community in which he lived.
He died May 31, 1891, at the age of sixty-five years. He was survived by a widow and six children. The subject of this sketch passed
his youthful days in attendance at the district school 'and in working about the mines, devoting all his leisure moments and holidays
to private study and to preparation for his contemplated calling.
At the age of fifteen he was found qualified to teach school, and he
entered into this pursuit with a determination to turn the opportunity to good account in the furtherance of his well grounded ambition, and also with excellent results as a careful, conscientious instructor.
He entered upon a course of study at St. Charles seminary, at Overbrook, Pa., to prepare himself to enter the ranks of
the Catholic clergy. Having completed his work in the seminary
he was ordained to the ministry of the Holy Catholic church June
He was immediately appointed assistant pastor of St.
15, 1889.
Patrick's church in Pottsville, and remained in that position for
three years. June 11, 1892, he became rector of St. Mary's church at
St. Clair.
He was transferred from this charge to the rectorship of
St. Joseph's church in Ashland on July 24, 1894. This is the oldest
English speaking congregation in the county north of the mountain, having celebrated its golden anniversary
March 17, 1907.
Father McGettigan is a genial, scholarly gentleman, who sustains
the highest regard of the people, irrespective of church affiliations.
He is alive to the importance of his work and enters into it with an
enthusiasm indicative of his personal interest in the spiritual welfare of humanit}'.
Father McGettigan has been at the head of the
board of health of the city since its inception in 1902, and is always
to be found prominently identified with all matters pertaining to
the public welfare.
McGinnis, John C, president of the First National bank of Frack-ville, was born in Pottsville, Pa.. Dec. 18, 1857. His parents, Henry

some

;
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llaniK.in) Mc<',innis. were both natives of County Oown.
Irolaml. wln-rc the father f'illi>\vcil liis traiU- of weavi-r. Fur a niiinhrr (if ycar>i prior to coming to Anu-rica hi' was in tlie employ of the
Moreland l.inen Mantifaelnrinj; Company at lU-lfasi anrl I')ownIn 185,^ tin- family
patrick. the company l)einR still in existence.
came to this coimtry and located at roitsville. The father was
employed at that place until March. ifV>_V when he went to Biff
Mine Run. near Asldand. where he continued to live until his cirath,
lie and his wife harl nine chilin 1885. at the ape of ciphty years.
dren, six of whom prew to maturity.
I'.li/.abeth married Nicholas
.'^chu and is now deceased
Cclia is the widow of John Murphy
Edward enlisted at the bepinninp of the Civil war in Company I^,
48th Pennsylvania volunteer infantry, was capturefl durinp the
siepc of I'etcrshurp. and flied in prison at Salisbury. N. C. James
is deceased
and Henry 11. and John C. reside in Schuylkill county.
John C. McCiinnis was educaterl in the public school.s of I'utler
township. Schuylkill county, and at the ape of seven years bepan
workinp about the mines. He was promoted thrf>uRii the intermediate positions from breaker boy to superintendent, holdinp the
latter position for thirteen years at the Cambridpe mines at .Shenaniloah.
In 1903 he became interested in bituminous coal mininp in
Cambria county, as a stockholder, and was subsequently elected
secretary, treasurer and pcncral manapcr of the Cambridpe Bituminous Coal Coni|iany. a position he still retains. lie is also interested in the Cambridpe .'^late Company, of Slatinptnn. of which he
is a director and secretary.
In 1883 he torik u|i his residence in
Fracla-ille. where he has since been identified with various movements and institutions for the advancement of the moral and material interests of the community.
He was one of the founders of
the Broad Mountain Buildinp and Loan association, orpanized in
1887. and one of the best in the state, and has been president of the
as.sociation since 1895. When the First National bank was orpanized. on Sept. 5. 1005. he was elected president, and has held this
office continuously ever since.
He was active in the orpanization
of this bank, and much of its usefulness is due to his efforts and
superb executive ability. Mr. McGinnis is a Republican in his political convictions and is always active in proniotinp the welfare of
his party. He was for seven years a justice of the peace, and is now
servinp his second term as a member of the Frackville citv council.
He is a member of St. Joseph's Catholic church, and is a liberal
contributor to its worthy charities. Jan. 7. 1885. Mr. McGinnis and
Miss Katie C. Dcchan were united in marriape. .'^hc is a dauphter
of Bernard and Catherine rEpan") Deehan. of St. Clair.
Mr. and
Mrs. McGinnis became the parents of seven children. Mary is deceased and those livinp are Ida, Harry, Marpucrite. Helen, flernard

and Mary

i

;

;

;

and Clement.
McGinty, John P., is president of the First National bank of
Tama(|ua and is one of the nio-^t prominent and entcrnrisiiip business men of that city. He was born in Tremont. Pa.. .'\up. i. 1864,
and is one of the seven childen of James and Marv f Foley)

:U7

hi(k;i<aimiicai-

lis father, nuw roiii'c(], was a ccjiiLraclu)' and niiiiLT
known in the earhcr Uayji oi tiic county. While the railroad
known as the Pine Grove line was being huilt lie was employed

McGinly.

I

well

as a water-earrier, and before the line was completed between Lebanon and Willianisport, he had become one of the contractors, during the Civil war he and a Mr. Bettinger opened and mined the

Sharp Mountain colliery between Treniont and Blackwood. James
McGinty and his wife now make their home in Mahanoy City. The
subject of this sketch attended the public schools of Mahanoy City
and when he started out to earn his own living his first employment
was as a driver of mules and other light work about the mines.
In 1888 he engaged in the grocery business but did not remain
in it long, removing to Tremont in 1890 to become an agent for the
From
sale of the Bcrgner & Engle Brewing Company's products.
Tremont he removed to Tamaqua and engaged in the wholesale liquor business which he still conducts. About 1896 he erected a brewery and started the manufacture of beer. The concern is known as
the McGinty Brewing Company and employs about twenty-five men.
In Jan., 1894, Mr. McGinty was made one of the directors of the
First National bank of Tamaqua and upon the death of Mr. Calloway, in 1895, he was honored with election to the presidency of
For many years he has been a director of the
the institution.
Baiilding and Loan association, ser\'ing much of the time as cliairman of the loan committee. This association is one of the best
paying ventures of the city. In 1905 the borough council granted
Capt. E. M. B. Shepp and Mr. McGinty a ten-year franchise to furnish light for the city, and they at once organized the Tamaqua
Light, 1-leat and Power Company, which began operations Jan. 1,
The plant is equipped with the most modern appliances and
1906.
machinery and is amply qualified to light a city of twice the size
of Tamaqua.
About twenty-five men are employed in the operation of the plant.
Every enterprise Mr. McGinty has undertaken
has been a financial success and his name in connection with the
promotion of any venture insures a patronage not otherwise received.
He is the owner of much valuable realty in and about

Tamaqua.

June

10,

1890,

Mr. McGinty married Miss Mary Bran-

non, a daughter of James and Mary Brannon, of Shenandoah.
Her
father is a retired merchant.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. McGinty
are seven in number
Frank, Florence. Marion, Nellie, \'era, Clare
and Margaret. The family are communicants of St. Jerome's Roman Catholic church and the father is a charter member of the
Tamaqua Lodge of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
He is also a member of the county association of brewers and one
of the executive committee of the same.
He is one of a number
of prominent business men who secured a charter to operate an

—

electric-trolley railwaj'

between Tamaqua and Mahanoy

City.

As

the right of eminent domain has been signed by the governor of
the state, it is the intention to build this road, running through
Delano, Park Place and adjacent villages, as soon as all arrangements can be made.

sciUYi.Kiui. (•(»r\TV
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McLoughlin, Michael P., a woll known aiiorncv <•! I'nitNvilIc,
was horn at IWar Kidj^'c. a hamlet in I'.lvlhc townslii)), Schnylkill
lit- is a son of Janus ancl Mary
county, I'a., Sept. ,^ 1.S53.
J. (Gillespie) McLoughlin, the former a native of Ireland, and the latter
The liillespic family were pioneers in the Schuyland were a robust and long-lived race of people. Mr.
McLoughlin s|)cnt his early life working at the coal hreaker, and
after his ninth year divided his time helween picking slate and
attending the district school. lie attended the .Scluiylkill county
normal school, then conducted at I'ort Carbon, and thus qu-ililied
himself for teaching.
He taught four terms of school in lUythc
township, and then turned his attention to the study of law, becoming a student under the tutorshij) of Major James Ellis, then counsel for the Philadelphia & Reading Coal & Iron Company in the
of rhiladcli>hia.
valley,

kill

lie prosecuted his studies with great energy,
to the j)rofession.
lie was admitted to the bar of Pennsylvania in 1S7S. and at once engaged
in practice.
.\pr. ly, 1884, Mr. McLoughlin was admitted to practice in the sui)reme court of the I'nitcd States, and this evidence of

Schuylkill region.

and

reailily

showed adaptability

superior (|ualification secured for him a legal position in the land
department of the Philadelphia & Reading Coal & Iron Company.
During the nine years of his connection with this position Mr.
McLoughlin was in constant contact with complicated ca.ses involving a thorough knowledge of the laws pertaining to real estate. tax»s. townsiii|i and municipal laws, etc., as well as the rights
of individuals within the sphere of this work. The knowledge thus
acquired has been of incalculable value to him in the general
practice of law, and especially so in all cases of litigations over the
question of land titles, etc. Jan. i. 1893, Mr. McLoughlin severed
his connection with the coal and iron company mentioned and
became first deputy in the office of District Attorney Ryon. lie
continucfl in this position for three years, and was an assistant to
Mr. Ryon's succes.sor. E. W. Bechtel, until he was himself elected
to the office of district attorney, in 1899.
Since completing his
term of office, in 1902, Mr. McLoughlin has been engaged in a large
and lucrative private practice. Mr. McLoughlin married Miss B.
M. Gannon of Ashland, Pa. She was a daughter of Martin and
Honora Gannon. This happy union was blessed with five daughters
Mary, Nora, Margaret, Catherine and Eleanor.
Mrs. McLoughlin died on Oct. 30, 1906. The family arc Roman Catholics

—

in

Mr. McLoughlin is a Democrat in political
a recognized leader in the councils of his party.
years he has taken an active interest in the fraternity of

religious

affiliations,

For many

faith.

and

is

Catholic Knights of America, and has served as local and state
president of the organization.
Me is a thorough lawyer, a close
student, an eloquent speaker and an accomplished gentleman, who
sees pleasure as well as profit in the versatility of his life.
McMahon, Rev. P. J., pastor of St. Vincent' de Paul's church at
Mincrsville. was born in St. Clair. Schuylkill county. Pa.. March
ID. 1866.
His parents. Patrick and Eliza (•Dfuvntne) Mr^Tahon,
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and came tu this county from llicir native
the mining districts of Silver creek. They
later removed to St. Clair and subsequently went to Philadelphia,
where the father died in 1898; his widow is now living in St. Clair.
Two sons in this family are clergymen, Father P. J. McMahon, of
this sketch, and Rev. Father John J. McMahon, a younger brother,
who is stationed at Sharon Hill, Delaware county. Pa. Henry
is a plumber in Philadelphia, and the only living sister, Mrs. John
Quigley, resides in St. Clair. Four of the children are deceased.
Father P. J. McMahon received his elementary education in the
public schools of St. Clair. After being graduated from LaSalle
college, in Philadelphia, he entered upon his professional .studies in

were natives

of Ireland,

land in 1845, locating

in

philosophy and theology in St. Charles seminary, at Ovcrbrook,
He was ordained to the priesthood of the Roman Catholic
Pa.
church in May, 1893, and his first call to pastoral duty was as assistant to Rev. Father Beresford (since deceased), at Minersville.
He was stationed at Bethlehem at the beginning of the SpanishAmerican war and gallantly offered his services as a volunteer
Pie entered the service with the 9th regiment, though
chaplain.
he attended to general pastoral duties throughout the army at
Chickamauga. He was also engaged for a time as an army chapReturning to his charge at Bethlehem, he was
lain in Kentucky.
soon transferred to St. Monica's church, in Philadelphia, where he
remained for more than a }'ear, and whence he came to Alinersville,
as rector of St. Vincent de Paul's church, Feb. 14, 1900. This
church is one of the landmarks of Catholicism in Schuylkill county.
The first religious services of the English speaking Catholics were
held in rented rooms which stood on the site of the Mountaineer
opera house, and were conducted by Rev. Nicholas Cantwell, late
vicar-general of the archdiocese, but then rector of St. Patrick's
church at Pottsville. These services were commenced as early as
1842, and soon thereafter a small frame church was erected on the
hillside at the lower end of the parish cemetery.
The Irish population rapidly increased with the opening of collieries and the
gradual development of business, and the little church soon became
too small to accommodate the needs of the parish. A lot was purchased on Sunbury street, then, as now, one of the main thoroughfares of the town, and in the spring of 1846 the work of excavating
for the foundation was commenced.
The corner stone was laid
July 19, 1846, by the Right Rev. Bishop F. P. Kendrick. an occasion of great rejoicing among the faithful band of Catholics whose
energies, hard labor and generous contributions had brought about
so desirable a result.
substantial stone structure was erected.
This has met the necessities of the growing congregation for sixty
years and is to-day in keeping with its surroundings. The dedicatorA' services were held Dec. 6, 1846, and the name of St. Vincent
de Paul was chosen, as exemplifying historic conditions and perpetuating a name sacred in the annals of Catholicism. The first
resident pastor was Rev. Hugh Fitzsimmons, a most devoted,,
faithful and earnest worker, upon whose shoulders fell much of the-
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It \va> lu- \\\\<> Imili tiic
pioneer inim>UTial lalmr in llu- parijili.
iK-w church, organized llic parish, and scl the interior working'' '"
The houniN of his parish were almost lin\itless, there lieinK
order.
no other Catholic churci> westward for a distance of forty miles,
riic now thriving towns of Shaniokin. Mount Carniel, Asliland.
Malianoy City, Shenandoah, liirardvillc and others, where Cathohis now prosperous, were not tlicn known. Hut tlic aiiventurous
pioneers wiio had invaded tiie wilds, were to l)e found at all of these
places and many others, and their spiritual advice and counsel in
distress and misfortune came principally from the incessant labors
lie traveled over this wild and dauKcrous
of Father l-itzsinnnons.
countrv, mostly on foot or on horseback, visitinp the sick, consoling
the dying ami burying the dead, and no personal sacrifice seemeil
Many pleastoo great for him to make in the interest of humanity.
ant reminiscences arc left as an evidence that he always foimd
amusement and pleasure in the most discouraging surroundings,
and that he saw a silver lining in every cloud, lie was succeeded
in the rectorship, Aug. 15, t848, by Rev. Father M. A. Malone,
who continued at the head of the church for nearly thirty years, and
financial
this was the period of development in nunuTical and
Father Malone finished the interior of the church, built
strength.
lie also built a handsome
the tower, and placed the liell therein,
pastoral residence, a brick structure, two anrl one-half stories high.
He received into the church by bajitiMU an average of about three
hundred persons annually during this period of great religious activity.
His duties in the early days were very similar to those of
It is
the first pastor, ami were equally as arduous and hazardous.
recorded of him that he attended sick calls at a distance of forty
He labored in the parish until the last and
miles from his home.
when the final summons came he was laid to rest in a vault in front
of the church for whose welfare he had sarcificcd so much of
life's energy.
In later years, his body was removed by his sister
and placed in the sacristy. Rev. Father McGovern was the successor of Father Malone. but he was transferred to another field
after a short term with St. \'inccnt de Paul's, and Rev. Father

cisni

P. J.

Eagan assumed

the pastorate.

But

his field of tisefulncss

was

terminated here by death in Apr. 1S79, after little more than six
months' service. He was a young man of bright promise for future usefulness in the church and his untimely death was greatly
deplored by a large circle of friends both in and out of the church.
He was a native of Schuylkill county, born at Heckschcrville,
where his parents died. Rev. J. Scanlan came as the successor to
leather Eagan. but he too was called from earth, in Feb., 1882.
Rev. M. P. O'Brien served the church very acceptably until Feb.,
1885. during which time he made many improvements on the church
and its surroundings. He also collated and arranged the church
records of baptisms, marriages, etc.. and had the same substantially
bound for preservation. This service has been greatly appreciated
by his successors, since the records of .St. V^incent dc Paul are
frequently sought to establish matters of material interest to the
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Rev. \'. I'. ISeresford was llu- next pa.stor in order of
succession, and served llie clnircli fur ten years, being a most
excellent pastor, careful and methodical, and ever alive to the
During his pastorate a mission
interests of his church and people.
church was organized at liranchdale, and a handsome little church
was erected, which, with furnishings complete, cost about $5,500,
nearly all of which was contributed by the Catholics of Branchdale.
Father Beresford also made material improvements on the
church and parish property in Minersville. Rev. P. F. Fogerty and
Rev. J. J. McAnany, in the order named, succeeded to the pastorate
of St. Vincent de Paul, the former remaining but a short time.
He came from the rectorship of St. Jerome's church, at Tamaqua,
and was an active, energetic and scholarly leader who greatly
endeared himself to the people of the parish. Father McAnany
inquirers.

P. J. McMahon, in. whose
Father McAnany was in poor health,
written.
and the onerous duties of the parish overtaxed his physical strength.
He went south in the winter of 1900, and Father McMahon succeeded to the rectorship at the same time. But he did not come here
He had served about two years as assistant rector duras a stranger.

was the immediate predecessor of the Rev.

name

this

sketch

is

ing the pastorate of Father Beresford, and
people.

was well and favorably

He is ably assisted in
Hurton, who is now serving
under his first ministerial assignment. Father McMahon is a gentleman uniformly esteemed throughout a very large circle of acquaintances, and has especially endeared himself to the people of his
church. He is genial and companionable, with a pleasant word and
The parish as at present organized
kindly smile for everybody.
embraces a large scope of territory, including within its confines
430 families and 2,100 souls. To reach all of these, scattered over
remembered by many of the parish
his pastoral work by Rev. Thomas

many

J.

miles of territory, involves untold labors and constant activchurches are sustained within the parish, in each of which
two masses are said every Sunday. Father McMahon has been an
active worker in the Ancient Order of Hibernians for a number of
years, and has served the order both as county and state chaplain.
The contemplated improvements at St. Vincent de Paul for the
year 1907 embrace a new front extension to the church edifice
and a new parish hall. Arrangements are made for the completion
of this work, the net cost of which will be about $10,000.
Meek, Milton, is one of the representative business men and influential citizens of Schuylkill Haven, is ex-president of the borough council and is held in unequivocal esteem in the community
which has been his home from the time of his nativity. He has
various capitalistic interests in the county and is one of the interested principals in the knitting mill at Schuylkill Haven.
He
was born in the town which is now his home. Sept. 21, 1861, and
is a son of Charles and Priscilla Meek, both native of Berks county,
this state, where the former was born Jan. 16, 183 1. and the latter
March 14, 1829. The Meek family was early founded in the old
Keystone state and one of the paternal great-grandfathers of the
21— Vol. II
ity.
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COUNTY

iti tin- war of
Mcok was afT<>ri!<ii tlu' a<lvantaj;cs of tin- pnlilic
Scluiylkill Haven and has hccn idintifieil with local

thi.s

review was a lnyal ami valiant soKlier

Milton

schools of
business interests from the initiation of his independent career
As a citi/en he is alert, enterprisin>; and ptthto the present time.
an<l his services have been called into re(|nisition in
He served cinht years as a member of
positions of public trust.
the town council and for two years was president of the borough
His political nlU-v;iancc is piven t<> the Republican party,
council.
and he and his wife arc members of the Reformed church. Apr.
26, 1898, Mr. Meek was united in marriapc to Miss Annie Apnes
Batdorf) Krantz, of
I'rantz. daughter of William and Louisa
Williamstown, Dauphin county, and of this union the six children,
.Amy i-'llen. Jennie Marie. Marion
all of whom are livinp. are:
Arlinc. Ivthel Louisa. Harold Leinbach. and ^[illard Millford.
Meek, Walter F. One of the im]Kirtatit industrial enterprises
of the county i> that conducted under the title of .Meek & Co., at
Schuylkill Haven, in the manufacturing of underwear of excellent
j;rade. and of this concern the subject of this brief sketch is an
interested principal, beinp actively identified with the work of the
Mr. Meek was born at Meckville,
mills in an executive capacity.
Berks county. Pa., .Vpr. 15. 1878. aufl is a son of Jacob R. and
Esther (Becker) Meek, both of whom likewise claim that county
as the ]>lace of their nativity.
The father was born in Bethel township. May 4. i85i>.
The preat-jjranflfatber of the subject of this
review was a patriot soldier in the war of 181 2, as a member of a
Pennsylvania regiment. Walter F. Meek, whose name introduces
this paragraph, is indebted to the public schools of his native
county for his preliminary educational discipline, which was supplemented by attendance in the schools of Schuylkill Haven and
the State normal school at Millersville.
After leaving school he
maintained his home in Meckville until IQOO. ami since then he
has lived in Schuylkill Haven.
Here he has become prominent as
a young man of much business acumen and sterling character,
commanding the esteem of all who know him. His political allegiance is given to the Republican [larty. he holds membership
in the Reformed church, and is affiliated with the Patriotic < )rder
of the Sons of .\merica.
Nov. 11. 1903, Mr. Meek was united in
marriage to Miss LVic Klahr. daughter of Jacob and Amelia
Zerbe) Klahr. of Schuylkill Haven, and of this union has been
born one son Charles Jacob.
Medlar, Lewis T., is a native of Schuylkill county and is one of
the representative contractors and builders of Pottsville, where
he has been engaged in this line of enterprise for more than
thirty-five years.
He was born at Drehersville, this county. Mar.
4. 1843. a"fi is the son of Samuel B. and Susannah (DeFrehn) Medlar, the former of whom was born at Drehersville and the latter
at Orwigsburg. this county, where the respective families were
established in the pioneer epoch. The paternal grandfather.
Christian
Medlar, was of stanch
Pennsvlvania-Dutch stock
lic-spirited.

(
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liruiiswick tcjwiishijj, this
and was one of the early settlers <jf
county, where he reclaimed and improved a good farm, upon which
he continued to reside until his death. The maiden name of his

wife was Catherine lUishey. The maternal granrlfather of tlie subreview was Daniel Del'"rehn, who was of I'Vench lineage
and who was a pioneer carpenter and contractcjr of Schuylkill
county.
He maintained liis home in Orwigshurg for many years
and finally removed to Pottsville, where he passed the residue of
his life.
Samuel B. Medlar was reared and educated in this county
and for many years he was a prosperous farmer of Brunswick
township. He passed his declining years in Pottsville, where he
lived retired until his death, which occurred June 4, i8gi. at which
time he was seventy-two years of age. He was a man of sterling
integrity and was well and favorably known throughout his native
county. His cherished and devoted wife passed away .\ug. 2,
Following is a brief record concern1887, aged sixty-two years.
ing their children
John C. is a resident of Drehersville Lewis
T. is the immediate subject of this sketch Francis O. is deceased
Daniel A. is a clergyman of the United Evangelical church; Mary
M. became the wife of Richard Rahn and is now deceased; CatherSamuel R. resides in Aline is the wife of Dr. Frank Ziegenfus
lentown, Pa. William is a minister of the Congregational church
and Sarah A., who was for many years a popular teacher in the
public schools of Pottsville, is now practicing Osteopathy in this
city.
Lewis T. Medlar is indebted to the common schools of
E)rehersville for his early educational training, and as a youth he
At the age of nineteen
assisted in the work of the home farm.
years he entered upon an apprenticeship at the carpenter's trade,
serving three years and becoming a skilled workman. Pie was
thereafter employed as a journeyman at his trade until 1871, when
he engaged in business for himself as a contractor and builder.
His attention has since been continuously given to this branch of
industrial enterprise and he has done a large amount of important
work in the county, especially in Pottsville. where are to be noted
among the prominent buildings erected by him the Pottsville hospital and nurses' home, the public school building on the Minersville road, the Evangelical church, and the residences of W. L.
Sheafer, Walter S. Sheafer, A. W. Sheafer, Joseph Harris, Samuel
Rile)r, J. M. Freck, George Smith, and James Focht, besides manyothers.
Mr. Medlar is a citizen of stabilit}^ and public spirit and
is known as a reliable and upright business man, well meriting the

ject of this
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He

in which he is uniformly held.
is a Republican
in his political proclivities and he and his wife are zealous members

high esteem

United Evangelical church. Maj^ 19, 1866. Mr. Medlar was
married to Miss S3^bil Miller, daughter of Peter and Catherine

of the

Miller.
Her paternal grandfather, Andrew Miller, and
great-grandfather. Christian Miller, were numbered among
the honored pioneers of this county, and the last named was a
native of Germany. The maternal grandparents, Abraham and
Catherine (Faust) Seltzer, were also well known earlv settlers of

(Seltzer)

her
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county. Conci-niing the iliildrcn ol Mr. ami .Mrs. NUdlar
be said tlial lilmma ( ). is tlu- wile of William Warren
Kesscl; Joseph I.. Ilcber 11., and Harold L. all remain rcsid«MUs
of their native county; and Catherine, the third in order of birth,
died in childho<ul.
Mellcy, Charles P.. is one of the rc|)resentalivc business men
of till- tlirivim; horouph of Coaldnle. where he conducts a successlie was horn in
full enterprise as a wholesale licpior dealer,
the borough which is now his home and the date of his nativity
was Oct. ~, 1873. He is a son of James and Mary (Shovelin)
Mellcy, both of whom were born and reared in county Donejjal.
Ireland.
Their marriage was solemnized in Coaldale, Schuylkill
county Pa., where the father took up his residence about 1867.
Me forthwith identified himself with work in the mines antl continued to be concerned in this great industry during the remainder
of his active business career.
Ho and his wife still reside in Coaldale and he is now living essentially retired, being well known
and highly esteemed in the community which has so long represented his home. Of the eleven chihlren in the family only three
are living
Frank, a resident of the state of Nevada; Charles I*.,
the immediate subject of this review; and .\nnic, the wife of John
V. "McElhenney, of Coaldale.
Charles P. Mclley early began to
face the active responsibilities of life, since he was but seven years
of age when he secured employment about the mines.
Mis early
educational training was gained in the public schools of Coaldale,
and was limited in scope, owing to the exigencies of time and
place.
He continued to be identified with mining operations until
1906, since which year he has been established in the wholesale
liquor trade in his native place.
He is also a stockholder in the
Panther \'alley co-operative store in Coaldale, which was organizen in 1894, and he was president of the company for two years.
.\s a citizen he is loyal and public-spirited and he is a stanch supporter of the principles and policies for which the Democratic
party stands sponsor. He is a communicant of St. Mary's Catholic
church and is affiliated with the Ancient Order of Hibernians.
Mellon. Davis M., a justice of the peace at Pottsville and an
I iiitcd States claim attorney, was born in Schuylkill
Haven, this
county, Nov. 29, 1844. He is a son of Mark and Justina (Warner)
Mellon. The family is of Scotch ancestry and the first member to
settle in this country came from across the water about 1762.
The
father was born in Delaware. March 4. 1803, and spent most of
his active life as a contracting bridge-builder.
He was captain
of the Schuylkill Grays in 1840 and for a number of years was
state inspector of militia in the counties of- Berks,
Lebanon
and Schuylkill. His death occurred on the forty-ninth anniversary of his birth, in 1852. and his wife, who was a native of P.erks
county, died in 1897. in her seventy-ninth year. They were the
parents of five children, two of whom, the first and second born,
died in infancy.
Another. Henry Clay, a machinist by vocation,
died in 1877. as a result of a surgical operation, and he left a widow
the
it
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and a son, Henry Clay,

Jr.,

who nuw

resides in

JJixon,

111.

A

daughter, i'hoebe, is the wife of F. P. Shuman, an insurance
agent of La Crosse, Wis. line subject of this sketch is the
He attended the common
elder of the two survivors of the family.
schools of his native county until he was about sixteen years of
age and then entered the office of the Pottsville Standard as a
yVfter he had been there about three months the
printer's devil.
Civil war broke out and he enlisted in the company which was
being recruited in Pottsville, and which subsequently became
At the battle of
of the 96th Pennsylvania infantry.
Company
South Mountain he received a severe wound, which kept him in
When he was partially recovered he
hospital for some months.
was transferred to Company K of the 14th veteran reserve corps,
and he served as company clerk until Oct. 4, 1864, when, by reason
of expiration of his term of service, he was mustered out, and he
then returned to his home in Tremont. He attended school for
one term, and from 1865 to 1868 was engaged in teaching. He
then entered the mercantile business as a clerk in the store of
Aaron Eckel, of Tremont, this county, and of J. B. Price, of AshHe subsequently became bookkeeper for George H. Helland.
In 1871 he engaged in the sewing-machine business
frich & Co.
at Tremont, while he also maintained a branch office at Millersburg, Dauphin county. For the past thirty years he has been a
practicing attorney before all the various departments at our
He
national capitol, giving especial attention to pension claims.
has filed nearly 3,000 claims before the pension department and
has been unusually successful in securing favorable consideration.
Mr. Mellon's residence in Pottsville dates from 1897, when he
removed there from Tremont. In 1902 he was appointed justice
of the peace, and he has been retained in the ofifice at every election since that time by the votes of his appreciative fellow citizens.
While a resident of Tremont he served five years in a similar position.
On Christmas day, 1869, Mr. Mellon married Miss
Annie M. Sherk, of Grantville, Dauphin county, a daughter of
Amos B. and Lydia Sherk, both of whom were born
Lebanon county, and who reared a family of four
in
sons and four daughters. Two of the sons, Simon and Edward, are wholesale grocers at Findlay, Ohio John is engaged in
contracting and building at Harrisburg; Galen is a conductor on
an electric line in Harrisburg Fannie is the widow of C. A.
Bicksler; Alice, now deceased, married Prof. W. N. Schman, principal of the Bridgeport, Pa., high school
Laura is the wife of
William
H. Middleton, an
attorney
of
Harrisburg. The
father was a' merchant tailor by vocation. The marriage of Mr.
and Mrs. Mellon has been blessed with five children, three of whom
are living. Mabel Lillian, the firstborn, died at the age of fourteen months; Harry W., who is a druggist in Pottsville, married
Miss Jessie Sneddon, of Shenandoah, and they have one child.
Anna O. Florence May is the wife of George W. Skellv. a locomotive engineer, and is the mother of two daughter?. Xaomi

H
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I., lives with her parcm> in l'otl>villc ami is
shin factory; William «j. clieil at the ajje of nine
All the survivors are members of the ICnKli-nh Lutheran
month.s.
church, to which the parents also helonj;, ami are Rradualcs of the
Trcmont hi^h school. The mother an<l the dauKlXcrs are active
workers in church circles. Mr. Mellon is past colonel of encampment No. \i), of the Union \ eteran l.ejjion of Pottsville, an
lie is al.sn past
oflice which he heUI for three consecutive years,
commander of Williams Post. No. 136, Grand .\rmy of the RcIn his political relations Mr. Mellon is a
puhlic. at Tremont.
Kepuhlican and his elevation to public office has been as the canlie is a trusted public servant, an estimable
clidatc of that party.
gentleman and a respected citi/en.
Merkel. George A., M. D., a risini; yuii); physician and surj^eon
of .Miners\ ille. was born in l-rackville. this county. Jan. 30. iXSj.
He is a son of J. H. and Margaret li. (Lewis) Merkel. the former
of whom is a mercbanl of Minersvillc. where he has been in business
for juore than twenty years and where he has served as assessor.
C)f the seven children, three survive, of whom the doctor is the
.Minersville.
anil
eldest.
.May is a stenograi>her emjjloyed in
The deceased memliers are ,\iinie and Marry,
nianche is at home.
who died in infancy; I'lara. who died in youth; anci N'ettie 1'..,
who i)assed away at the age of eighteen years. .*she was a most
estimable lady of good Christian character and a devout worker in
church and .Sunday sch<x)l. The subject of this sketch received
his preliminary education in the public schools of Minersville and
lie entered
grailuated from the high school in the class of if)oo.
the Hahnemann medical college of Philadelphia in the fall of k^oo
and in June. 11J04. was graduated with the degree of Doctor of
Medicine an<l of Ilomcopatinc medicine. lie immediately began
the |)ractice of his profession in his home city and has been most
eminently successful. He is a member of the Schuylkill County
Homeopathic association, and is recognized as one of its most
valuable mcndiers. The doctor is deputy coroner for his district
of the county, is assistant medical examiner for the Prudential
Life Insurance Company of .\cwark. X. J., also for the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company oi New York city.
In -May. 190^1.
Dr. Merkel married Miss E. K. Ballict. a resident of Minersville.
Both Dr. and Mrs. Merkel are members of the .Methodist Episcopal
church. The doctor is a young man of cnterjirisc, stability and
pleasing manner and his friends predict a brilliant future for
him.
Merwine, Jeremiah M., a thrifty wholesale dealer in flour and
feed whose place of business is in .Ashlanrl. was born in liarrv
township. Schuylkill county, Nov. 3. 1863. He is one of the three
children born to Charles anrl Catherine (Klinger) Merwine. the
others being Theodore and Elmer, the latter now deceased. The
paternal grandfather. Charles Merwine. was an immigrant to the
United States in the early part of the nineteenth century, coming
from Scotland. He located first in Philadeli)hia. where he engaged

ami

l'ar«)lino, N.ioini

forewoman

in a
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In the early
in the real-estate business for a number of years.
townshij)
and rein
P.arry
of
land
tract
large
purchased
a
'30s he
moved there. Me married Elizabeth Geist and of the thirteen
children born to them twelve grew to maturity. These in the

order of their birth were: Lewis; Maria, who married Daniel
Snyder; Charles; Harriet, wife of John Weikel Daniel; FJiza,
now Mrs. Lewis Kimmel Polly, the wife of Chester Fetterolf;
Henry; Frank; Albert; and
Dena, Mrs. William Openhaufer
The son Charles was
Ella, who married Benjamin Sweinhart.
born in Barry township and when he grew to manhood earned a
livelihood at the blacksmith trade, in which he was a skilled
workman. Before the close of the Civil war, in which he participated as a member of the 17th Pennsylvania cavalry, he reFrom the effects of this injury he
ceived a wound in the leg.
After the father's demise the mother married again,
died, in 1868.
Thomas P. Davie becoming her husband. This union was blessed
with four children Elizabeth, wife of John Kull Isabella, who
and Catherine, wife of George
married Albert Gruver John
Bowman. The mother departed this life in 1891. Jeremiah M.
Merwine, the subject of this review, received his education in the
common schools of this county. His residence in Ashland dates
from 1880, when he began his active business career as a clerk
He left
in one of the mercantile establishments of the borough.
that occupation to take charge of the livery business of D. K'.
Maurer, having supervision over four men and fifteen horses. In
1887 he engaged in his present business which he has been most
In politics Mr. Merwine is a
successfully conducting ever since.
Republican, and as such he was for a term the representative of
His fraternal associations are
his ward in the borough council.
with the Royal Arcanum, the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks, and the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America.
Both he
and his wife are communicants of St. James Lutheran church.
On June 25, 1885, Mr. Merwine was united in marriage to i\Iiss
Madia Runge, a daughter of William and Fredericka (Krapp)
Runge. The children of this union are four in number Marie,
Arthur W., Robert and Walter.
Messersmith, Abram Clarence, a prominent contractor and
builder of Pottsville, was born in Liberty township, Montour
county. Pa., Aug. ig, 1868, and is a son of William J. and Elizabeth
(Hendrickson) Messersmith, both of whom are likewise natives
of the old Keystone state of the Union they now maintain their
home (1907) in Washington ville. Montour county. Abram Hendrickson, maternal grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was
born in Pennsylvania and was a scion of one of its honored pioneer
families.
He was a prominent and influential farmer of I\Iontour
county at the time of his death. William J. Messersmith is a carpenter by trade and is still actively engaged in contracting and
tiuilding, in addition to which he is engaged in the furniture and
undertaking business at Washingtonville. Abram C. Messersmith was reared to maturity in his native county, to whose pub;
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schoiiljH he IS imlclitcd fur his early educational ili}.ci|iiiiK-. In
l88s he entered the employ of the Wilkes I'.arrc & \\ estern Kailroad Company and became concerned in the erection of hridKCs,
At the expiration of about ciKhlcen months l>c redciHits, etc.
tired from this line of work, after which he vviis employed at his
trade in various parts of the state until 1892, when he located in
rottsville. where he has since maintained his home and where
he has been established in successful business as a contractor and
He has erected many hiKh-Kradi- buildinfis
builder since if^in this locality, an<l amonj; the more noteworthy may be menchurch at New I'hiladelphia, the
I'olish Catholic
tioned the
Fishbach public school building in I'ottsville and the new annex
Me also had the conto the Jalla]>a public sch(X>l in this city.
tract for the rebuilding of the Mountain City building, owned by
Miehle & Son. Pottsvillc. He has built many of the finest priJ.
vate houses in his home borough, and his reputation as a reliable
and able business man is unassailable. He is also a member of
the tirm of Messersmith Brothers, dealers in furniture at l.ans)rdcr
Mr. Messersmith is afliliatcd with the Indepenflcnt
ford.
of Odd Fellows, and the Patriotic Order of the .Sons of America,
is a Democrat in his jrolitical adhercncy, and both he and his wife
hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal church. .Mr. Messersmith has been twice married. His deceased wife's maiden
name was Margaret Fvans. and she was born in Wales, a daughter
She is survived by two children
of George and I-'anny Evans.
lie

(

Leroy and Leah. .NIr. Mcsscrsmith's second marriage was to
Miss Caroline Miller, daughter of Levi and Rebecca Miller, of
Pottsvillc.

Meyers, Charles, proprietor of the Evening Clironicle, Pottswas born in iMincrsville, Schuylkill county. Pa.. Nov. 25,
He is descended from German ancestors, his parents. Jacob
1853.
and Susanna (Laudeman) Meyers, being natives of Bavaria. They
immigrated to America in 1852. and were married in Mincrsville. in
which borough they passed the closing years of their lives. The
father died in March. 1894. at the age of sixty-seven, and the
mother died three months later, at the age of seventy-two. Charles
Meyers has been entirely self-dependent from early youth. His
parents were not financially able to afford him the advantages of
an education, and he left school at the age of ten years to join the
villc.

army of slate-pickers at the mines. He was employed in this
capacity and that of a "loader" until he was eighteen years of age.
Thereafter he was employed in various lines of work for a number of years, until after his marriage, in 1880, when he returned to
the mines as a foreman, being thus employed for several years,
at different places.
In 1894 he became the superintendent of the
Brookwood Coal Company's washery at Mahanoy Plane, both he
and his brother Harry having an interest in the .$50,000 plant
there erected.
In 1896 Mr. Meyers resigned his position and
was nominated as Republican candidate for the office of county
commissioner, a position to which he was elected bv a handsome
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After completing his term of office Mr. Meyers again
returned to the mines, having retained his interest in the property
previously mentioned, and soon thereafter considerable change
was made in the proprietorship, other property was purchased, and
It now became known as the
the business of the firm expanded.
and Mr. Meyers owned
Consolidation,
Company
G. B. Newton &
Leases
a one-third interest, being superintendent of the business.
parts
of the
different
property,
in
additional
were secured on
county, the business being devoted principally to washing culm
banks, which proved profitable. In Aug., 1903, Mr. Meyers sold
his interest in the extensive business here briefiy described, and in
May, 1905, he purchased the Chronicle, which is one of the principal daily papers in Pottsville, as it is also, under various changes
The plant is large
of name and proprietorship, one of the oldest.
and valuable, fully equipped for all kinds of book and job work, in
connection with publishing a daily and a weekly newspaper. Charles
Meyers was married Feb. 8, 1880, to Miss Caroline Semmet, of
Cressona, Schuylkill county. Her parents, Frederick and Elizabeth (Leonard) Semmet, were natives of Bavaria and located at
majority.

Cressona in an early day. Her father was killed in a railroad
Mr.
accident, in 1875, and her mother died at Cressona in 1876.

and Mrs. Meyers have two daughters. Misses Marion and Helen.
Both are attending school in Pottsville. The only son, whose name

was Frank,

is deceased.
Michel, George H., son of Christ and Frances (Walters) Michel,
was born in Tremont, Schuylkill county, Pa., Oct. 8, 1865, and is
one of a family of eight children five sons and three daughters.
His brothers are Joseph, Charles, John and William, and his sisHe attended the public schools
ters, Carrie, Frances and Emma.
in Tremont until he was ten years of age, then going to work
At the age of sixteen he became an
in the Brookside colliery.
apprentice in the bakery and confectionary business and served
three and a half years, learning the trade of J. B. Christ, of Tremont. At the age of nineteen he left Tremont and went to PhilFie then came
adelphia, where hf worked at his trade until 1888.
to Schuylkill Haven and started in business for himself on a
small scale, gradually increasing facilities until his had grown to be a
very large and complete establishment. He manufactured a full line
of bakery goods and was also a wholesale jobber of confectionary.
He continued in this business until Apr. i, 1906, when he' retired
and sold his interest to his two brothers, Joseph M. and Charles
H. Michel, who now conduct the business under the name of
Michel Brothers. Mr. Michel was married in May, 1889, to Alice
A. Berger, daughter of Samuel and Christine (Buehler) Berger,
of Schuylkill Haven.
They had one son, who died in infancv.
Mr. Michel is a member of the Masonic fraternity and of the
Royal Arcanum. He is a Republican in politics, but has never
aspired to public office.
Michetti, Rev. Peter, pastor of St. Joseph's Italian Roman Catholic
church at Pottsville, was born in Italy, on May 19, 1878, a son
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falllcr
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in

tlic

Tlic preliminary education of the
cniintry with nnotlirr son.
.Hubjccl of thi.". >krich was received in a >eininary near ln> home
villai^e, ami in Sept., 190J. he went to Koine, wiiere, on May ^5 of
lli-<
arrival in the
tlie follow ini; vcar, he read his iir.st nias>.
L'niled Stale> dates front .Nov. 21, i<j»)5, when he lan<lcd in New
York, direct from Koine. In Jan., 190^), he came to t'otlsvillc and
as.Hiimcd the charge which he now holds. I lis pastorate includes Italian congre],;ations in many dilTerent towns, and most of the scrvice.s
The class at .Minersare held in the (ierman t'aiholic churches.
ville comprises thirty-five families; N'esquehoiiinK, fifty -live famHaven, twelve
ilies; .Mahanoy City, thirty families; Schuylkill
families; St. Clair, five families; .New rhilailel|ihia, five families;
and Illackwoitil. fifteen families. Ucside these tl>ere are many single men and the church at rottsville has a mcmhcrship roll of
seventy-five families. The congreKation recently purchased from
the St. John the Baptist congregation the (jcrman Catholic church
edifice and tliere each Sunday I'ather .\lichetti holds services.
Although he has hcen a resident of i'ottsvillc hut a short time he
has won the respect and esteem of the community hy his ahle and
iiuclligeiit cfTorts in the behalf of his countrymen.
Miller, Preston, land surveyor for the Philadelphia & Keading
Iron Conipany, is a native of Lykins X'allcy, Dauphin
Coal
ol<l

&

I'a.. where he was horn on Feb. 6. 18,^8.
He is a .son of
John and Leah (Dower) .Miller, of German antecedents. Mis
father, who was a tanner anil farmer by occupation, was born in
1806. and died in 1879.
He was a native of Lancaster county.
Pa.
The mother, whose maiden name was Leah IJowcr, was

county.

born in licrks county in 1815. and died in i8gt. The subject of
this article received a liberal education in the schools of his youthful days, dividing his time between attendance at the district school
and working on his father's farm. At the age of seventeen he

began teaching, and he continued this work during the winter
seasons for five or six years.
In the meantime his asj)irations
for higher education were gratified. priiicii)ally by his own cfTorts,
and he enrolled as a student in Herrysl>urg seminary Jater he took
a course in L'nion seminary at New Berjin. I'a.
His professional
education was acquired in the Polytechnical college at Philadelphia.
He came to Schuylkill county in 1868 as a surveyor for the
same corporation with which he is now connected, and has been
employed in this capacity for thirty-four years. His long continuance at the head of this important branch of the company's
varied inrlustries is the best recognition ol superior merit.
Mr.
.Miller has been twice married
first on Dec. 21. 18^^)3, when he
wedded .Miss Sarah Louisa Schwab. This union was blessed
by the birth of three sons: John Harvey, a practicing physician
in Harrisburg: Charles Logan, engaged in the coal business in
Philadelphia: and Arthur Clayton, who died at the age of three
years.
Dr. John H. Miller, the eldest of the sons, is a graduate
of Jefferson medical college, Philadelphia, and also completed a
;

—
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course in pharmacy prior to taking up his medical .studies. Mrs.
Miller died Sept. 12, 1876, and on Dec. 31, 1879, was solemnized
the marriage of Mr. Miller '"to Miss Elizabeth Ro1)inson. Three
daugliters were born to this union: Anna Robinson, Helen ElizaMiss Anna was
beth and one who died in infancy, unnamed.
educated at Elmira college, New York, and her sister, Miss Helen,
completed her education at Swarthmore college, in JJehuvare
county, Pa. Both young ladies are at home. Preston Miller was
the only son born to his parents, his sisters being Anna Maria,
deceased wife of Samuel Snyder, and Miss Elizabeth. In political
affiliations Mr. Miller is a Democrat, but has never been controlled
by party lines. Fie is proud of the fact that he supported Lincoln
•

and Grant, and sustained the efforts of the national government in
In the selection of pothe suppression of treason and disunion.
candidates he supports men rather than measures, and' is allie
the side of right as he understands the right,
has never aspired to public office. The paternal grandfather of
Preston Miller was Jacob Miller, who wife was Mary Ruhl. Their
home was in Lancaster county. The maternal grandfather, John
Bower, was a merchant, farmer and tanner in Oley township,
Berks count}^ liis wife's maiden name was Anna Kehler. Preston Miller is a member of the Masonic fraternity and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and also holds membership in the
Pennsylvania Forestr}' society, the Schuylkill County Historical
society, and the German-American society.
Monaghan, Joseph P., a prominent young attorney of the
Schuylkill county bar whose office is in Shenandoah, is a native
of Girardville, this county, where he was born on Jan. 6, 1876.
He is a son of Patrick and Bridget ((Derrick) Monaghan, both
of whom were born in Count)' Mayo, Ireland, whence they came
to this country with their respective parents while still young
Both families located in Minersville and there the
children.
parental marriage was celebrated. The father has been engaged
in pedagogic work all his active life with the exception of the four
years that he served in the Union army during the Civil war, as
a private in the 40th Pennsylvania infantry.
For the past thirty
years he has been principal of the Girardville schools. Of the
seven children born to the parents, six are living. William J.
is a practicing physician at Girardville; Mary Z., a graduate of
the Keystone state normal school, at Kutztown, is a teacher
Margaret is the wife of T. J. Slattery, station agent of the Philadelphia & Reading- Railroad at Girardville Vincent D. is a druggist at Girardville; and Helen, at home, is a graduate of the public schools.
In iSgo the subject of this sketch completed the
courses offered in the public schools of Girardville and he prepared for college at Kutztown normal school, where he graduated two years later. In the fall of 1892 he entered Georgetown
University, at Washington, D. C, and he was graduated at that
institution in 1896, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts.
He then
began the study of law in the office of the Hon. James B. Reilly,
litical

ways found on
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^l»lt^villc, aiiil "ii July 22. 1901. after Miccc!«.Hfiilly pa!.HJi)K the
exatninatiitn of the state lioani, he was a<bnittc<l to the practice of
lie iinmccliatcly rcmuvi-il to Slicnaiulrtah ami has
his jtrofcssioii.
since liccii prominent as an attorney in many of the nu)st interTolitically
esting causes wluch have lircn tried in thi> connty.
active
inlluential
and
takes
an
altl)onj;li
he
and
Democrat,
is
a
he
|»art in the campaigns, he has never hecn a candidate for ofhce.

ol

His religious alTiliations are with the Roman Catholic church.
I'raternally he is identified with Council No. r»i8 of the Knights
of Columhus. heing the present incumlxnt of the oflice of chancellor, and is a memher of tlie l"raternal ( )rder of Magles,

Monaghan, Patrick
manager "I the John

F..
jl.

is

the conipctent president and general
Son-" wholesale Iwpior liousi-

Monaghan's

Shenandoah, the firm heing 1'. F. & M. \'. Monaghan. The
business was established by their father, John U. Monaghan, at
Ashland, in 1858. and for eleven years he most successfully operated
Then he removed to Shenandoah and engaged in
it at that jdace.
the same line, conducting in connection with it a grocery busiFor a period of thirty years the business was conducte<l
ness.
as first established anil then the growing interests of the liquor
trade demanded more space, whereupon the grocery dei)artment
of the business was closed out and the additional space thus gaine<l
was used in the development of the liquor industry. Kven with this
added room the business outgrew its quarters, and within the past
few years a three-story cement-block building, cfiuijiped with all
modern aj'pliances for the ready handling of the heavy goods comprising the stock in trade, has been erected. It is occupied chiefly
as a storage room and rectifying plant. Under the former management, as now. the house has always been one of the leading commercial institutions of Schuylkill county and it has built up and
maintained an excellent permanent trade. The institution has
weathered the storms of financial panic and labor troubles of the
past few years ordeals which sent many houses of good standIt is probable, however, that no business man of
ing to the wall.
the C'liniiUmity sull'ered more severely than did the elder Monaghan, but he always came up smiling and with renewed vigor set
I'atrick F. Monaghan, the subto work to recover lost ground.
His
ject of this sketch, was born in .Xshland. on Oct. 2. 1866.
of

—

l)arents

came

to

Shenandoah when he was a mere

child

and

his

educational advantages were received in the schools of that borough. When he started out to earn bis own living it was as an
employe of his father, and he continued with him until the parent's death, in 1903.
Then he assnmcf! the full responsibility of
He was familiar
the ownership and management of the concern.
with every detail of the business anrl no loss of prestige was occasioned the firm when he took hold. It has the same universal
esteem of patrons and others which marked its hold upon the community under the old regime. In 189" Mr. Monaghan married
Miss Eleanor J. Rossiter. a native of Philadelphia, and to this
union have been born three children James, Mary and Eleanor.

—
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family arc cominunicaiils of Ihc Koiiian C alliolic cliurch of
iVlr. Monafjhan never takes an active part in
the Annunciation.
business interests include a directorate in the
other
Mis
politics.

The

Merchants' National Bank of Shenandoah. M. V. Monaghan was
born luly 14, 1880, in Shenandoah, where he received a public-school
He has been identified with the firm since the father's
education.
He takes an active interest in politics beinf^ prominent
death.

He is one of the directors
in the councils of the Democratic party.
of the Miners', Mechanics' and Laborers' Building and Loan AsHe is a
sociation and the Citizens' Electric Light Company.
communicant of the Roman Catholic church.
Monahan, Thomas A., M. D., a physician and surgeon of Shenandoah, was born at Tremont, Schuylkill county, Jan. 9, 1880,
and is a son of John J. and Margaret (Carroll) Monahan, the
former a native of England and the latter of Schuylkill county.
The father has been identified with the mining industry all his life.
is now district superintendent of mines, his jurisdiction extending to five collieries
about Shenandoah. The children of the family are: Maymc, at
home with her parents; Dr. Thomas A.; Margaret, a teacher in
the public schools of Washington, D. C. Anna, a music teacher
in Shenandoah
John, a student in Mount St. Mary's college, at
Baltimore, Md. and James and Philomena, attending the Shenandoah public schools. Dr. Monahan was educated in the public
schools and at Westchester state normal school, after which he
entered the Jefiferson medical college of Philadelphia, in 1901, and
was graduated with the class of 1905. For fourteen months he
was resident physician in the Mercy hospital at Wilkes Barre, and
he then began general practice at Shenandoah. Although one
of the youngest physicians in the city he has demonstrated his
ability in the treatment of diseases and is rapidly building up a
He is a member of the Shenandoah medical
successful practice.
society and the alumni society of Jefiferson medical college is examining physician for the ladies' auxiliary of the Ancient Order
of Hibernians and the Prudential Life Insurance Company, and
belongs to the Foresters of America. On all questions touching
national politics Dr. Monahan is inclined to the Democratic party,
though in local matters he exercises his suffrage to suit himself.

For some time he was mine foreman and he

;

;

;

;

He

is unmarried and lives at home with his parents.
Mootz, John, a prominent merchant residing in Pottsville, was
"born in Luxemburg, Germany, March 15, 1856, and jreceived his

education in his native country. He came alone to America in
1872 and located at once in Pottsville, where he secured employment on the railroad. He remained in the service of the Philadelphia & Reading for seven years, the last five of which he was
a freight-train conductor. Upon leaving the road he engaged in
the dry-goods and grocery business at Palo Alto, where he continued
the enterprise for a period of fifteen years. At the end of that
time he disposed of his stock of dry-goods and removed his stock
of groceries to the building at 218-220 South Center street.* Potts-
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where he ha.s heen eiiKaRfil in l^ll•<itu•1^ ever miih
Mr.
Mootz's wife was formerly Mi^s |{nrl>arn liiiinnicl. a la«lv of refineiiient and rutturc an<l a daiif^liter of the late (ienrj^r 11. tlniiMiiel of
Six oliihiren have hle?<xe<l this union Tiilie. (icorije
Pottsville.
.\ll the children are RradA., Knuna. Mary. John I', aiiil llarhara.
natc.i of St. John'^ parochial school in Pottsville.
The two s<in»
are enjia^ed in husines-. with their father, and the daujihters arc
The family are all communicants of the Roman Cathat home.
olic church, and arc regular attendants and workers in the Hamr.
In politics Mr. Moofz is a Democrat, hut never was in sympathy
with the free-silver propaganda of his |)arly. His other liusincss
vil!c.

interests include the presiilency of the Rettijj lirewin^; (.'ompany.
in which he is heavily interested as a st'ickholder. and he is also
a director and stockholder in the Schuylkill Toast Company, a
director in the I'ottsville Mutual l-'ire Insurance (^ompany and a
director ami treasurer of the new City Building and I.oan .Association.
He is highly rcspecteil for his hu<iness aliility, his thrift
and his honesty.

Mortimer. George Wesley, a well-known business man of I'ottsami a reprociitativc of an old anci lionorerl family, was
horn Se|)t. (i. 1851. He is a son of William and Susan J. (Simpson) Mortimer, and in the paternal line the family was represented
in this country prior to the Revolution.
They are of Knglish extraction and the original .\mcrican progenitors came to this country as subjects of King George, but soon allie<l themselves with
the cause of the colonists.
William Mortimer, the father of the
subject of this article, was a son of William Mortimer, who was
an early ]>ioneeer of this county, to which he came from Valley
I'Orge. in i82(\
He was one of the early state senators from
Schuylkill county, and was otherwise prf>mincntly iflentified with
the county's early history.
He purchased a hotel property on the
site of the present Mountain City building, and conducted that,
in connection with a mercantile business, for many years.
He was
an ardent Democrat, and a leader of his jiarty in local politics.
William Mortimer. Jr., father of the subject of this sketch,
was a
dry-goods
merchant, and
was prominent in the
ville.

business circles of Pottsville. He became the father of fourteen
children, and nearly all of his sons are identified with mercantile
life in Pottsville.
The eldest of this family was Mary Frances,
who died at about the age of sixty years. She was the wife of
William H. Robinson. Sarah is the widow of John fuigle;
I. is the wife of James Muir. and Susan
J. is the widow of Dr.
Charles T. Palmer: Charles W. conducts a hat store and men's
furnishing business in Pottsville: Ticorgc Wesley, of this sketch,
is the next in order of birth
Franklin Pierce is a dry-goods merchant in Pottsville and William Horace is a jeweler in the same
town Minnie Allen married John J. Garbin. and resides in Pottsville Joseph Gilmore. the youngest of the living, is a jeweler in his
native town. Walter. William John. Ellen and Tames died in
infancy or early childhood. George Weslev Mortimer was edu-
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the public schools of Tottsvillc, at the I'asclial Institute
Mis carlv
at Millersville state normal school.
aspiration was to become a lawyer, and with this object in view,
he entered the law office of A. W. Schalck, Esq., and began the
preliminary study. Rut the confinement was detrimental to his
health, and after one year spent in this preparatory work he decided to accept a position which was tendered him, and became the
bookkeeper for the Diamond Coal Company, continuing with that
firm until November, 1873, when he engaged in his present business real estate and insurance. He is the representative of many
of the leading insurance companies of the United States, and
Mr.
transacts a large business, both in real estate and insurance.
Mortimer was married Sept. 6, 1876, to Miss Anna M., daughter
of Jeremiah and Amanda (Morgan) Seitzinger. They have no
The subject of this article is prominently identified with
children.
He is one
several business interests besides those mentioned.
of the managers of the Pottsville hospital, is a director in the
Pottsville Water Company, and a director in the Schuylkill Trust
Company (bank). He holds membership in the Knights of the
Golden Eagle, and in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
The religious affiliations of the family are with the First Presbyterian church, Mr. Mortimer being one of the church trustees.
The maternal branch of this family, as represented by Susan J.
Simpson, was also of English extraction, but the history has not
been well preserved. It is known that the maternal grandfather
of Mr. Mortimer was a man of education, and that he was a probut even tradifessor in a private seminary for young ladies
tional history does not establish the date of the family's introduction into the New World.
Moser, Joseph R., proprietor of a general store in Locustdale,
was born in that borough on Nov. 12, 1865. He is one of seven
children of George PI. and Catherine (Davis) Moser, the others
being Charles, Fred B., Alec, Harriet. Clara and Lizzie. The
father was born in German}^, but came to this countrv while still
He
a youth, receiving his education in the Pottsville schools.
went into the grocer}' business when he had completed his education and in 1858 came to Locustdale, where he managed a grocery
store for one of the colliery firms until that firm was purchased

cated
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by a Reading concern. Then, in partnership with Alexander S.
Morehead, he purchased the company store and for six years they
continued in the management of it. At that time Mr. Morehead
business end and his wife took his interest. This partnership continued for three years more and then Mr. Moser purchased
the partner's interest, after which he continued to conduct the enterleft the active

prise

under his own name

until 1899.

Moyer, Edward J., son of William and Susan (Snvder) Mover,
was born in Wayne township, this county, Nov. 12, 1878. He has
one brother, Harry, and two sisters Clara, wife of Daniel Phillips,
of Schuylkill Haven, and Gertrude, wife of Clinton Confehr, of the
same place. Edward J. attended the township public schools until
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he was Mxtecit years of ajjc, after which lie wurkcd n,i liis fallicr's
(arm until twi> yrars ago whrn he rcntid the farm, whuh lu conlie does general fanning and also has a itiaiket and
tiiiiieii to work,
tnick garden. May J2, i8f>7. Mr. Mover was married to Mis* Mary
They have
Kroninie.*, daughter of Charles Kroninies, of Cressona.
Mr. Mover is a incnilM-r of the Junior (3rdcr of
one son, Curtis.
I'nited .'\nierican Mechanics, of Fricdcnstnirg, and in his political
The family arc mcml>ers of the Reformed
atliliatinns is a Krpntilic.in.
church.
Muldoon, Harry J., a prominent husiness man of Shenandoah
and proprietor of the mo<lcrn hostelry known as the Hotel Muldoon,
was born in Cass township, Schuylkill county. May t, 1859. He is
one of the six children born to Henry and Mary McHale) Muldoon,
The
the others iKing Patrick, Ivlward, Michael. Thomas and F\lla.
two last named arc deceased, Thomas departing this life in young
manhcKxl and I'.Ua when she was thirty years of age. The father was
a mine foreman for the greater part of his active life, continuing as
such until he lost an arm in an accident. Then he established the
Hotel Muldoon, and he continued to Ik its genial host until his death.
The subject of this sketch reccivcfl his educational discipline in the
He started out to earn his own living
public schools of Shenandoah.
as a clerk in the grocery business, and in 1S81 left that occupation to
iKcome associated with his father in the management of the Hotel
Muldoon. Since his father's demise he has been the sole owner of
the property and in a financial way has made an immense success of
the business.
Politically Mr. Muldoon is a zealous exponent of the
principles of the Democratic party and has been influential in the
During one campaign he served
local covmcils of that organization.
a year as chairman of the county conmiittec and has been elected to
several offices.
He is at the present time incumbent of the office of
borough councilman and has ser\'ed six years as a member of the
school lioard. one year as school treasurer and six years as county
controller.
Sept. 8, 1807, Mr. Muldoon married Miss Mary E. Stuck,
a native of Shenandoah, and for some years a teacher in the borough
(

Of
Edward and

schools.

the six children four arc living, namely:
Henry, .Anna,
Eleanor. John and Mary died in infancy. The family

are all communicants of the Roman Catholic church.
Mr. Muldoon
is associated in a fraternal way with the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, of which he is past exalted ruler, and with the Shenandoah aerie of the Fraternal Order of Eagles. He is recognized
as one of Shenandoah's well-to-do citizens, a large part of his wealth
being represented in valuable realtyHis popularity was well attested when he received, on his first election to the county controllership, the largest vote ever given by Shenandoah citizens to a candidate
for office, and at his re-election to the office there were but 500 votes
cast against him in the city.

—

Mulholland, Patrick J. Success is methodical and consecutive
and comes only to those valiant souls who are endowed with pluck,
perseverance and determination.
Among those who. overcoming
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obstacles, have attained to success and Ivjnor in connection
with the practical activities, of Hfe is Tatrick J. Mnlholland, one of
lie was born
the prominent and inllucntial citizens of Shenandoah,
at York Tunnel, South Cass township, Schuylkill county. Pa., March
17, i860, and is a son of Peter and Mary (Turlcy) Mulholland, both
natives of Ireland, the father having been born in county Armagh
and the mother in county Tyrone. Their marriage was solemnized
in the Emerald Isle and they had two children at the time of their
immigration to the United States, in 1850. Peter Mulholland became
a naturalized citizen in 1855, and he continued to reside at York
Tunnel, this county, until his death, in 1869. His wife died at the
same place, in 1864. During his residence here he was variously
employed in connection with the mining industry. The subject of
this sketch is the only son, and he has three sisters living, all resiWhen Patrick J. Mulholland was but three
dents of Pennsylvania.
months of age he fell from a bed and suffered a dislocation of the
The financial
left hip, an injury which caused a permanent lameness.
conditions of the family were such that he early began to depend upon
He
his own resources and to assist in the support of the family.
started to earn his own living as a slate-picker at the mines, receiving in compensation for his services the munificent sum of one and
one-quarter dollars a week. He labored assiduously and faithfully in
various capacities about the mines and with the passing of the years
his ambition prompted him to seek to establish himself in an independent business. He had been a total abstainer from intoxicating
liquors, and had well learned the habits of frugality and economy,
having felt to the full the lash of necessity. Having accumulated a
few hundred dollars, he invested the same in a small grocery store
at Brownsville, and he conducted the same until 1884, when he engaged in the retail liquor trade in Shenandoah, continuing until 1888
and thereafter having charge of the bar at the Ferguson House until
1889, when he was elected chief burgess, on the Democratic ticket.
He was re-elected in 1890 and at the expiration of his second term
he located in the city of Philadelphia, where he was employed as a
stationary engineer until Apr., 1892, when he returned to Shenandoah, where he has since continued in business. When the law creating the office of controller went into effect Mr. Mulholland was the
first man on either side to receive a nomination for that office, although there were eight Democratic candidates. He was defeated
in the election, which resulted in a landslide in favor of the Republican party.
He has been for years a most active and efficient worker
in the ranks of the Democratic party and he wields much influence

many

•

He is the present warden of the
Schuylkill county prison, at Pottsville, to which office he was appointed in Jan., 1906. Mr. Mulholland is the pioneer member of the
Fraternal Order of Eagles in the county, having originally affiliated
with Aerie No. 42, in the city of Philadelphia, and'having later effected
the organization of Aerie No. 103. of Shenandoah, which he represented in the national convention of the order in Mav, 1901, in the
in political affairs of a local nature-
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The follow u.^
Mr. Mnlliollanil wa.s t)nlili<ilu'<l in a local nc\v>|kn|K-r of
"i-:
r<
"In |H>litic!' Mr. Mninoiland is far-sijjhtcd. shrewd and
ri
He is an unlirinf; worker. >tn)ng in his friendshi|> and
Mis word is as R'xhI as a Ixmil and nothing
lo\.il lo ilie lavt extreme.
is too nnich trouble for him when the interests of a friend arc at
stake.
These characteristics, together with a strong, magnetic |Krsonality, are acconntaldc for the host of loyal followers he has
throughout the county."' June 19, 1901. was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Mulholland to Miss I'.ridgct McMcnamin, who was born
and reared in this county, and they have two children I'eter, who
was Nirn .\pr. i, 190J. and FVancis, who was Ixirn May I, 1903.
Mr. and Mrs. Mullixllanil are conununicants of the Catholic church.
Neiswinter. Daniel H., a prominent and well known pioneer citizen of Schuylkill county, was Ixirn in Illdred township, \ov. 15. 1828.
He is a son of Daniel, who was a son of Michael, the founder of the
family in .\mcrica. and one of the earliest pioneers of Schuylkill
Michael Neiswinter secured 150 acres of wild land, covered
county.
with heavy hardwofxl tind)er, and this, through hard lalH)r,was gradually
prepared for the plow, and finally became a valuable and fertile farm.
«..;,
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Daniel Neiswinter, father of the subject of this sketch, lived with his
parents until their death and was a hard-working farmer. He was a
Democrat and a mendx:r of the German Lutheran church. He married
Mary Hcpler, a representative of another pioneer family in that locality.
She was a daughter of Peter and Elizabeth Heplcr, of Eldrcd
township.
Following is a brief record concerning the children of
Daniel and Mary Neiswinter: Sanniel eidisted in the Union army and
never rcturncfl; Daniel H. is the subject of this sketch; George died
at Mount Carmcl. in 1006; Michael is a resident of Mount Carmel
William is a farmer at Pitman, this county; I'eter is a stock dealer at
Mount Carmcl Elizabeth and Mary are deceased Kate, wife of .'Xmos
Weizel. and Sarah, who married .Vugust Weizcl. both live in Eldrcd
township, this county Mary and Susan are deceased. Mr. Neiswinter,
of this review, received a limited education in the subscription schools
of his boyhood days, and lived at the parental home. He marrird in
1853 Miss Rebecca Herb, of Eldrcd township. She was a daughter
of Daniel and Elizabeth Herb. Her father was a distiller, drover, and
farmer in Eldred township where the family were early settlers. Mr.
and Mrs. Neiswinter had a family of twelve children, and those
now li\nng are: Mary is the wife of John Wilkin, of Shamokin. Pa.;
Mason is a hotel-keeper at Mantua, Pa. Charles is at home and works
the parental farm: he married Miss Hattie PfeifTcr: Sarah is the wife
of John Scymbal, of Shamokin Hannah married William Hinkle and
lives at Gilberton. Pa.
Kate is married to G. Jones, and lives at
Gilberton
Francis owns the old homestead Bortc married Joseph
Wenn and lives at Shamokin Aggie, Dannie and Susanna died in
chilflhood. The subject of this article was a hard-working man during
his productive years, and took a somewhat active part in public affairs.
He has been retired from active labors since 1885. His political af;

:
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have been with the RepubHcan party since its organization.
served seven years as supervisor in Eldred township, and many
sessions as a juryman, and has always Ijeen a pubh'c-spirited citizen.
He has been a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows for
thirty-eight years, being a charter member of Lodge No. 822, at Pitman. He and his family adhere to the religious faith of their ancestors,
Mr. Neiswinter was spent a
that of the German Lutheran church.
lifetime in careful reading and observation, thereby adding greatly to
the limited opportunities of his early life, and becoming thoroughly
welfinformed. He is well preserved for a man of his years, and enjoys
the highest esteem of the community in which his life has been spent.
Nelsen, Nels, a florist, was born in Veile, Denmark, May 30, 1857.
He is a son of Nels Henriksen and Anna (Clausen) Henriksen.
The father was a florist and for many years a member of the town
council of Veile- He lived to be eighty-six years of age and his wife
died when she was seventy-six. The subject of this sketch received
his education in the public schools of Denmark and then took a
botanical course in the botanical gardens in Copenhagen. At the age
of twenty he entered the Danish army, in which he served three years,
rising from the rank of private to that of sergeant.
For a year he
worked in his native country and then, in 1884, came to the United
The first
States, landing on American soil at Perth Amboy, N. J.
eighteen months after his arrival were spent working at odd jobs
and he then obtained employment in connection with the Lehigh Valley
Railroad as florist, with headquarters at Delano, Pa. This work furnished him with a livelihood for eight years and in 1893 he came to
Tamaqua and engaged in business as a florist. At the first he had
but 500 feet of glass, but his persistence and the increase of business
have compelled him to enlarge his quarters from time to time until
now he has 30,000 feet. He is thoroughly acquainted with each detail
of floriculture and his ambition, energy and business ability have made
his venture a success.
For two terms he was a member of the town
council.
Oct. 12, 1894, Mr. Nelsen was united in marriage to Miss
Sallie Stabler, a native of Schuylkill county, and a daughter of Reuben
and Bennetta S+ahler. Mr. and Mrs. Nelsen have no children. They
are members of the Reformed church and in fraternal matters he is
identified with the Free and Accepted Masons, the Odd Fellows, and
the Elks.
Newhard, Irwin C, D. V. S., chief of the veterinary department
of the Philadelphia & Reading Coal & Iron Company, -with headquarters at Ashland, was born at Allentown, Pa., March 14, 1S72.
He is a son of James D. and Elizabeth (Bachman) Newhard, and
comes of excellent German stock. His preliminary educational advantages were those of the public schools of his native cit_y and he
later attended Muhlenberg college.
He studied veterinary surgery in
that department of New York university, where he was graduated in
1893. He began the practice of his profession in Harrisburg. Pa., the
same year and subsequently became connected with the Philadelphia
& Reading Company. For a year he was in Pottsville for the company
filiations
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in- lamc to Asliland to assume his l>rl•^cllt responsible
lie has general sni>crvi.sion of the live stock >tal»Us ami
ami grain ilc|>arlnicnt of the company ami each >iar <lilivcr»
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a conrse of Icclnrc.N on -the "Care of the Mule" before liie C'jn>|tany's
Nov. J9, 1899, Dr. .Newhartl was united in marriage to
employes.
Miss Jennie I'rice, a daughter of Abrani and Julia ^Cook) I'rice, of
Harrisburg. The only child of this union, Charles Price, died in childDr. Newhard and his wife are flevout memljers of the Enghood.
I'olitically the doctor is a Kcpublilish Lutheran church of .\shland.
In a professional way he is assocan. but lie has never held otVice.
ciated with the Schuylkill \alley \eterinary Medical association, the
Pennsylvania State Veterinary Medical association aiul the alumni
His fraternal relations
association of the university of New York.
arc with .Ashland Lodge. .\o. 2<)4, l-rec and Accepted Masons Griscom
Chapter, No. 219, Royal .\rch M.isons Prince of Peace Commandcry,
;

;

No.

Templars Rajah Temple, No. 277, Ancient Arabic
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, of Reading; and the Royal

39, Knights

Order,

;

lie is also a charter member of the .\slilanil lodge of the
BenovoKiit ami Protective Order of KIks.
Newman, John M., shipping clerk of the E. I. DuPont de Nemours
Powder Company, of Tamaqua, was lx)rn in Berks county. Pa., Sept.
He is a son of Isaac and Elizabeth (Startzer) Newman.
25, 1850.
The father was a stone-mason an<l he died in the early '60s at the age
of thirty-three years his widow is still living, an honored resident of
Lebanon. I^a. The subject of this sketch is the third in order of birth
of the four children in the family. Henry, for many years a merchant
tailor at Steclton, Dauphin county, died at the age of forty-four
Emma is Mrs. John Sheeler, of Lebanon, Pa. and .\nnie Ijecame the
wife of John Leininger, of North Heidelberg, Pa. John M. Newman
acquired his scholastic training in the common schools of Berks county
and at night schools. When he had completed his education he spent
two years as an apprentice in the shoemaker's trade, then for two and
a half years was employed in an oil refinery in South Chester, Pa.,
and the two following years on a farm in Illinois. Since that time,
more than a quarter of a century, he has been a dynamite manufacturer, first in Stoutsburg, Pa., then Lebanon. Five Locks. Stony
Creek and Tamaqua, at which last place he has been located since
1891. He has the distinction of having been at the trade for a longer
continuous period than any other man, having missed but five months
His place of business in Tamaqua is
in more than twenty-five years.
on Pine street, and he is one of the most prominent citizens of the
community. For six years he served as school director in Rush township and has often been the recipient of other honors.
He is not
identified with any political party but exercises his right of franchise
as his conscience and judgment dictate.
In religious matters Mr.
Newman is affiliated with the Reformed church and in fraternal circles
is well known, being a member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, the Improved Order of Red Men. the Knights of Pythias,
the Junior Mechanics, the Deutsche Gesellschaft, of which he was a

Arcanum,
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charter member, and tlic Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
He is a past ofiicer of both the order of Red Men and the Kniglits
of Pythias.
Mr. Newman has been twice married. Feb. 14, 1883,
he married Miss Emma Beechey, a native of Lebanon and a daughter
The one child of this union,
of the late Levi and Sarah Beechey.
Harry B., njarried Miss Sarah Clark and has a son Plarry. Death
annulled this marriage on Nov. 12, 1885, and Apr. 14, 1886, Mr.
Newman led to the altar Miss Lydia Garloff, a native of Pennsylvania
and a daughter of Bennival and Sarah Garloff. Mr. Garloff is deceased but his widow is still a resident of Lebanon. The children of
Mr. Newman's second marriage are five in number Paul L,

—

Emma

Walter T., Laura L, and John C.
Ney, Daniel R., senior partner of the firm of Ney & Brown, of
Friedensburg, is a son of Daniel and Elizabeth (Roeder) Ney, and
was born in Wayne township, near Summit Station, Oct. 17, 1843.
He received his early education in the township schools and later atE.,

tended the McAllisterville Academy, in Juniata county, the Millersnormal school, the Collegiate seminary in Montgomery county,
and the Myerstown academy. During the eight years that he was
pursuing his education at these schools he was also teaching. At the
age of twenty-six, with J. B. Kremer as partner, he went into the
mercantile business at Summit Station, where he remained twelve
While engaged in this business he also taught school for two
years.
terms. After leaving Summit Station he bought Roeder's mill, where
he carried on the milling business for a year and a half, when he sold
to Harrod Klahr, exchanging the mill for a store and again engaging
in mercantile business.
This was in Shartelsville, Berks county, and
he closed out the business there after remaining six months. He then
moved to Rock, Schuylkill county, and later to Lebanon, where he
again went into mercantile business, remaining for a year and a half.
In Strausstown, Berks county, he was partner in the firm of Ritzman
& Ney, for one year, selling his share to his partner at the end of
that time.
In 1887 he went to Buena Vista, Colo., remaining five
months and returning to Strausstown in the fall. In the spring of
1888 he removed to Friedensburg and went into partnership with
Frank A. Brown, under the firm name of Ney & Brown. This partnership has continued to the present time. On Jan. 19, 1867, Mr. Ney
married Mary Brown, daughter of Joseph and Susan (Swartz)
Brown, of Wayne township. Three children have been born to them,
the oldest, a daughter, dying in infancy.
One son and one daughter
are living. The son, William W., lives at Harrisburg, and is a railway mail clerk on the Pennsylvania railroad. He was a teacher for
five years in Wayne township before entering the mail service.
The
daughter, Cora Martha, is a graduate of the Keystone state normal
school and taught school in Schuylkill Haven, Orwigsburg, W^ayne
township, and Ellwood, before her marriage to George D. Strubahr,
of Pottstown. Mr. Strubahr is a draughtsman for a large construction company of that place. Mr. Ney is a charter member of Farmers'
Lodge, No. 649, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of Summit
ville

;
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and is a jkiM officer of tlic same. He has served as <lc|(uty
Rrand master for one year. He is also a memlier of Camp
Krieden-ibiirg. and
2(M. Patriotic Onlcr of tlic S<)ns of America, of
In ])olitics lie is
lias k-cn secretary <»f the same for eiphteen years.
ln)ard for four
school
of
the
memluT
l)ccn
a
he
has
and
Hemocrat.
a
years, lie is secretary of the Washin^tiMi Hose Company and has iK'cn
a director of the South .'^ciiu>ikill lire Insurance Company. Mr. Ncy
is a meml>er of the Lntiieran church of Friedcn.sburg, and has been
an elder in the same for si.\teen years.
Nice, Walter R., deceased, for several years a prominent contractor and builder of Frackvillc. Pa., and later enpapcd in the furniture and undertakiufj business in that city, was Iwrn in Hamburg,
Hcrks county. Pa.. July 17. 1S41. and was a son of P.enjamin and
Margaret Nice. He was a pioneer citizen of Frackville. was a cabinetmaker by trade and later a carpenter, and for ten years he was actively
In 1876 he established the
engaged as a contractor and builder.
furniture antl undertaking business which he successfully conducted
He was
until his death. June 4. 18S8. at the age of forty-seven years.
a man of sterling integrity and worth, always <lisplayed a deep interest
in matters ]H-rtaining to the public welfare and was honored and
esteemed bv his fellow townsmen. He was a member of the Lutheran
church and fratcrnallv was associated with the Independent r)rder
of Odd Fellows and the Patriotic Order of the Sons of .\merica.
After his demise his widow conducted for a pcriofl of nine years the
business which he had founded, and it was then taken over and has
since been most successfiflly conducted by the estate. June 12. 1862,
Mr. Nice married Sarah .\dams. a daughter of John and I'olly
(Becker) .\dams. of I'.crks county. Pa., and they became the parents
Station,

district

.Sarah,
of seven children, six of whom grew to maturity, as follows
who became the wife of Lewis Morgan: Lizzie, wife of Howard
Dcisher: Curtis, deceased; Marion, wife of Frank W'cUer; Woodward
A., more extended mention of whom follows and Walter. Woodward
A. Nice, undertaker, coal dealer and general contractor of Frackville,
Pa., was born in this borough Aug. 15. 1873. and was reared to manhood in the city of his birth, receiving his early education in the public
schools, .\fter the death of his father, in 1888. he assisted his mother
in conducting the business left by his father until 1897, when he took
charge of the undertaking establishment on his own account, in which
venture he has Ix-en cmmently successful, being also a licensed ernbalmer. In 1905 he entered the general contracting business, and in
1006 became a member of the firm of C.rabey & Nice, dealers in coal
In politics he gives
ail of these ventures are proving successful.
allegiance to the Republican party, and he has served one term as a
member of the borough council of Frackvillc. Fraternally he is a
member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Junior Order
Feb. 27,
of L'nited .American Mechanics, and the Royal .\rcanum.
1901. he married Sadie Moore, a daughter of Richard and Harriet
C Faust) Moore, of Frackville, and they are the parents of a daughter,
:

;
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Niswenter, William, is one of the hij^hly esteemed citizens and
prominent business men of Shenandoah, and his prosperity stands as
the diametrical result of his own efforts, for he early began the battle
He was born in the Mahantango
of life on his own responsiljility.
valley, Schuylkill county, Pa., and is a son of Samuel Niswenter, who
was a man of stcrHng character but who was in moderate circumstances in the matter of material prosperity. When the Civil war was
precipitated upon a divided country the father of the subject of this
sketch entered the service of the Union, though he was compelled to
leave his little family ill provided for, their main source of income
being the meager pay which he received from the government as a
private soldier.
He was finally captured by the enemy and was incarcerated in Libby prison, where he died. His family was thus deprived of its only source of revenue, and his widow found that upon
her rested a heavy burden of responsibility, which the subject of this
sketch aided in uplifting to the extent of his power while yet a mere
boy. He initiated his labors when but nine years of age, and, as may well
be imagined, his early educational opportunities were most limited, as
he aided in the support of his widowed mother and younger brothers.
He was but a child at the time when the family established their
humble home in Shenandoah, and here he has worked his way to the
front and proven his stability of character and his integrity of purpose.
That he has retained through the intervening years the implicit confidence and esteem of the community stands as the best voucher for
the worth of the man. The most eligible occupation offered to boys
at the time in this locality was that of picking slate in the coal breakers,
and this vocation was then even less inviting than at the present, as the
idea of a steam-heated breaker had not then been conceived, and the work
itself lacked the modern facilities.
After having been employed for
a few years in the capacity noted, Mr. Niswenter was "promoted" to
the dignified position of mule driver on the dump. He continued to be
identified wdth the various labors of the collieries until 1885, and by

economy had by this time accumulated about five hundred dollars.
With this capital he engaged in business on his own account, equipping
himself with a one-horse wagon for hauling coal. As time passed he
invested his savings in horses and finally he engaged in the livery busiHe began operations on a small scale, but through this means
laid the foundations for the large and profitable enterprise which he
now controls in this line. He has attained to success of no indefinite
sort*and his interests in the town are now of varied and important
order.
Success thus M'on merits all of commendation, and Mr. Niswenter is now recognized as one of the substantial business men and
alert and progressive citizens of Shenandoah.
He has one of the best
equipped livery establishments in the county and has other capitalistic interests of important order.
He is a member of the directorate
of the First National Bank of Shenandoah and of the Citizens' Electric Light Company, as well as of that of the Bloomburg Oil & Gas
Company. He is the one interested principal in the Shenandoah
Fertilizer Company, and at all times he has stood ready to lend his
ness.

—
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enterprises temlinf;^ to augment tlic imlnstrial
town and cminly. Thongli esseiiiially
anil prc-rM)incntly a business man, lie }< mindful of the ItiKhrr ilutie^
of citizenship and has rendered most effective service as a nuinl»er of
tin- cilx- coiinril. of which he has Ik-ch a nu'ml)er consecutively since
iS<n\
lie has well overcome the handicap of early years in the ntattcr
of education, and hy well directed rea<linp and hy active ass<K'iation
with the practical affairs of life has rotmded out his fund of knowledge and hcconie a man of broad peneral infomtation. ConcerninR
the mother of Mr. Niswenfer it may l)C saiil that her maiden name
was Mary McKinney and that she was of stanch Irish lineane her
husband came of sterling (ierman stuck. They iKcame the parents of

niti

in the protitnlion oi

an«l conwnercial prestige of his

;

whom

The
the subject of this sketch was the firstlx'rn
survived her hnsbanil by many years
Mr. Niswenler
is identified with the coal business on a sonicsvhat extensive individual
He is the owner of an excellent productive colliery and is also
scale.
the owner of land which is certain to show pcHxl results when developed
for coal, bcsiiles havinp one hvmdred anfl sixty acres of land which is
pro<luctive of oil and gas.
He is atliliated with I-odjje No. 515. I'ree
ami Accepted Masons, at Itcthlchcni. He is one of the five snrviviiifj
charter memln-rs of the historic old Rescue hook and ladiler company
Mr. Niswenter married Miss Hannah Ludwip. who
of Shenandoah.
was born in Minersvillc. fliis county, and they have two dauplitcrs
(icrtrufle, who is a graduate of the Shenanrloah hiph scho<il and who
is now incnml)cnt of the office of clerk of the repistered-letter department in the postoffice of her home city, and Adelaide, who is attending the public schools.
Norton, Rev. Lemuel B.. is one of the able and hon<irod nuMubers
of the priestliiu'd of the Catholic church in Schuylkill county, where he
holds the pastorate of St. Mary's parish in Coaldalc. He is a native
son of the old Keystone state of the I'nion. having been l)orn in the
city of Philadelphia. Jan. 31. 1867.
He comj)letcd a course in I^t Salle
college, a leading church institiuion of his native city, after which he
entered riiilailclphia Theological seminary of St. Charles I'.orromeo,
at Overbnx)k. where he prosecuted his divinity course and was graduated in ifV)o. He finally entered the Catholic L'nivcrsity of .\merica,
Washington. D. C. in which he received the degree of S. T. P.. in
1801. In 1800 Father Norton was ordained to the priesthoofi by Archbishop Ryan, in Philadelphia, and he was forthwith assigned to the
position of assistant pastor of St. .Xgatha's church. West Philadelphia,
where he remained five years, at the expiration of which, in Iidy. 1806,
he was appointed to his present pastorate. His administration of the
spiritual and temporal affairs of St. Mary's parish has In-en most
beneficent and fruitful, the church membership having been increased
by two hundred persons within his regime and the total membership
being now 000. In 1896 he erected the fine parish house, at a cost of
three thousand dollars, and the entire church property is free from indebtedness. Father Xorton has the affectionate regard of his parishioners and the unqualified confidence and esteem of the entire comfive sons, of
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Nungesser, William H., an cntcrprisintc real estate dealer and inassent, is a ])uhlic-spirited and sniistantial citizen of Rinf,''t<nvn.
He was horn in Union townshi]), July 4, 1855, and is a son of Martin
and Rebecca (Dormbach) Nungesser. His father died when the son
surance

was but eighteen years of age, compelling tlie latter to leave school
lis first emand go to work to help in the support of the family.
ployment was with a trestle-building gang of railroad eini)loyes, and
during the winter months, when the severity of the weather made
outside labor impossible, he attended school. For si.x: years thereafter
he was engaged in pedagogic work and then, in partnersliip with
Francis Rumbel, he engaged in the general merciiandise Inisiness.
After thirteen years the firm was dissolved, Mr. Nungesser receiving an
appointment as assessment clerk in the office of the county commisWhen his term of office had expired he returned to Ringsioners.
town and started in his present line of business. He was appointed
He is
a justice of the peace in 1898 and this office he still holds.
affiliated with no political party or organization, exercising his right
of franchise as his best judgment directs him. Notwithstanding this,
he has been the incumbent of three of the most important of the townHis fraternal
ship offices
those of clerk, assessor and supervisor.
relations are with Ringtown Lodge, No. 287, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, and Castle No. 500, Knights of the Golden Eagle. Mr.
Nungesser has been twice married. His marriage to Miss Johanna
Zimmerman occurred on Apr. 18, 1880. Two sons, Galen W. and
Roy C., living at Elizabeth, N. J., and Detroit, Mich., respectively,
blessed this union.
Mrs. Nungesser's death, on Dec. 30, 1889, annulled the marriage, and on Jan. i, 1891. Miss Kate Stanffer became
Mr. Nungesser's wife. No children have been born to the second
marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Nungesser are devout members of the Lutheran church and he was at the head of the committee which had in
charge the erection of the new edifice. He also oversaw the building
J

—

of

Odd

Fellows

hall.

O'Hare, Bernard V., a rising young attorney of Shenandoah, was
born at St. Nicholas, Schuylkill county, March I, 1882, and is a son
of Michael D. and Catherine (Higgins) O'Hare, the former a native
of New Philadelphia, Pa., and the latter of Ireland. The paternal ancestors were also Irish, as the name indicates.
Michael D. O'Hare is
an engineer and at the present time is employed in the borough ^vaterworks at Brandonville. Of the children of Michael D. and Catherine
O'Hare, James is a sales agent for mine explosives Leander and
Henry are engineers; Bernard is the subject of this sketch; May,
Arthur, John and Felix are in school. Bernard V. O'Hare was educated in the public schools of Shenandoah, graduating with the high
school class of 1901.
He then entered the law office of Martin M.
Burke as a student, completed his studies, took the examination before
the state board of law examiners at Philadelphia, and was admitted
in Oct., 1906. to practice in the state and county courts.
Although
;
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one of the vonnpcst mcinJ)crs of the

Irar in Schuylkill count), he has
the conrulence of lii> clients, the admiration of his brother attorneys, and the res|)eet •>f the In-nch, by his manly anil dit^ntlied conduct in all the litigations with which he ha» Ix-eii coniuctod.
IHc.iscd
with youth, jjixid health and amitition, it is safe to predict a successful
professional career for him in his chosen callingIn |)olitics Mr.
< )Hare
is a firm and unyielding advocate of the principles of the
Democratic j>arty. and he takes a commendable interest in all questions
touchini; the public weal. I'^ducated in the faith of the Roman Catholic
church, he affiliates with that religious orKani/ation, and also belongs
to the Kniphts of folmubus. a Catholic fraternal society.
O'Harcn, James F., traveling salesman for Reese. I'arvin it Co.,
of I'hiladclphia. with residence in Shenandi>ah, was l)orn at Tamaqua,
Schuylkill county, .Vpr. 23, iSOo. His parents, Thomas and Catherine
( Knowles)
O'Harcn. were natives of Queens county, Ireland, where
they were married, soon after which they catne to America, settling
in Schuylkill county, where they j)assefl the remainder of their lives,
the father following his occupation of miner.
He ilied Dec. .^I, 1886,
The mother survived him a number
at the afic of seventy-two years.
of years and passed to her reward in May, tSo"). Their children were
Klizabeth, John. Timothy, Marparet, Mary. James, Thomas and
Michael, all livinp except Mary, and all married but Michael.
Margaret, Timothy and Michael arc at Waterbury, Conn., operating
the Pennsylvania merchandise store : John is a fire boss at the Silver
Creek colliery anfl lives in \ew Philadelphia and Thomas is associated with the subject of this sketch in business, as appears below.
James F. O'Harcn received his education in the schools of Xew Philadelphia and Shenandoah. He began his life's work as a slate-picker
in the mines, passing to the positions of breaker boss and outside as-

won

;

sistant foreman.

He

then secured a place as clerk

in

a grocery in

Shenandoah, but left this place to become bookkeeper for the Shenandoah I'.aking Company.
In 1886 he started as a traveling salesman in the employ of Samuel Lees & Co., of Philadelphia, selling
produce, and he remained with this firm for five years, after which he
entered the employ of B. \V. .\ndrews & Co.. wholesale grocers, of
the same city. He remained with this concern until the retirement of
Mr. .Andrews, in iQot. when he accepted his present position. His
territory extends from Hazleton to Shamokin and covers all the intermediate towns.
Mr. O'Haren is also interested in several business
enterprises outside of his regular occupation.
He is manager of the
Crew-I,evick Oil Company, of Philadelphia, for the territory north of
P>road mountain in Schuylkill county, his brother Thomas directing
He
the movements of the delivery wagons and superintending sales.
is also a stockholder and director in the Kimbcr Run Coal & Coke
Company, of P>edford county. Pa. Mr. O'Haren is a Democrat in his
political \-iews. was for three years a member of the board of school
directors in Shenandoah, and is the present treasurer of the school
district.

societies,

He is prominently identified with social and benevolent
being president of the Phoenix fire company, the fire depart-
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ment pension fund, and the Knights of the Annunciation a member
of Council No. 6i8, Kniglits of Cohunbus Ashland Lodge, No. 384,
Benevolent and Protective Order of I'llks; and the Annunciation
temperance society; and, with his family, he belongs to the AnnunciaMr. (/llaren has lieen twice married.
tion Roman Catholic church.
His first wife was Miss Martha Lamb, of Shenandoah, who died in
May, 1894, leaving one daughter, Katie, now a student in the grammar
school and a young lady of more than ordinary accomplishments, few
In June,
girls of her age being her equal as a performer on the piano.
1896, he was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Morris, of Ashland,
and to this union have been born four children, John, James, Mary
and Joseph. He owns a nice home at No. 109 South White street,
and it is no disparagement to the other people of Shenandoah to say
that his family is one of the most refined and cultured in the city, or
;

;

home is one of the most hospitable.
O'Hearn, John J., a prosperous and well known business man of
Shenandoah, was born at Silver Creek (now the postoffice name of
New Philadelphia), Schuylkill county. Pa., Aug. 15, 1867. He is a
son of James J. and Mary (Connor) O'Hearn, the father a native of
Cork, Ireland, and the mother of Montreal, Canada. The former was
born in 1845 '^"d the latter in 1843. They came to Schuylkill county
during their early married life and here reared their children John J.,
Jeremiah F., Henry, Agnes, Lucy, and Frank. John J. O'Hearn was
educated in the public schools of Shenandoah, graduating from the
high school in the class of 1887, after which he continued his studies
for some time at Villanova college, at Villanova, Pa., and completed
a course at Eastman's business college, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. He began
his business career at the age of twenty, and was employed as a bookkeeper at Shenandoah for the succeeding five years. He was a member of the firm known as the Shenandoah Lumber & Feed Co., Ltd.,
for the next five years, and in 1898 he became the owner of a half
interest in the firm of Glenn & O'Hearn, until recently doing business
under that firm title. His partner was William H. Glenn, who died
In 1894 this firm started in -the lumber business at
July 20, 1906.
Mount Carmel, Pa., and both enterprises are now owned and operated
by Mr. O'Hearn. The business is large and prosperous, and includes
not only lumber and all kinds of building material, but general contracting, which is an important feature.
It gives employment to a
large corps of skilled mechanics, while the store and lumber business
connected employ several clerks and laborers. It is undoubtedly the
largest business of the kind in Shenandoah, if not in Schuylkill county.
Since the death of Mr. Glenn, as above stated, Mr. O'Hearn has
been the sole owner and manager of the two business enterprises, and
that his

—

also of the contracting features, which, in season, demand much atHe held the office of borough auditor for three j^ears. and is
a director in the Citizens' Electric Light Company. In addition to the
business interests previouslv mentioned, ]\Ir. O'Hearn was one of the
tention.

promoters of the Price & Glenn Coal Company, in which he owns a
one-third interest.
This company opened and developed the High
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nf which is tlu- inan'I'his inchnr.'s imt
aKciiU'iK <>t t)is iiu-rcaiitiU- husiiu'ss in Shoiiamloah.
only hitiilK-r and hnildors' Mipplies in connection with rotitractint; and
hniidin^. hnt a general stock of hardware, paints, oils, wall painrr,
lie was niarricii Apr. i~, iM<j8, l»y Kcv. 11. I'.
llonr. teed. etc.
t)'Reilly. to Miss Mary K. Whalen. a da\ij;l»ler of .Miciiael J. and
The family arc nicntKlizalK'th (Hurley) Whalen. of .*shenandoah.
Iwrs of .\nniniciation Konian Catholic cinirch, inider the pastorale of
Rev. O'Reilly for the last thirty-seven years. .\lr. and Mrs. ( )'IIearn
have three children. Marion. iMirii March 15. I'jno; Mli;tal>eth. iKtrn
atiu-rine. Iiorn Jnne IJ. I'kA
Marcii .u I'M-; and
Olesinski, Rev. S. M., pastor of St. Stanislaus Tolish Catholic
Me
church of Shenandoah, was Ixirn in Russian I'olaml in 1871.
receiveil his theological training in .\nstri!i and came to the United
States in i8«)0. the year of his ordination to the priesthood. His first
charge was St. Stanislaus church. Tiiis congregation was first organized in iS«;8, Rev. I'athcr .\hramaitis, of the I.ithiianian church. l)cing
It has hajl a numhcr of
one of the moving spirits in its inception.
pastors, aniong them Rev. I'athers M. Kopytkiewicz, Joseph I^mbcrt,
\"cnceslaus. Mutulajtis. Mark Januszkiewicz and Joseph Konnrick.
Father Olesinski after a year's service as pastor was transferred to
Mahanoy City and Mc.\doo, and in loo,^ was recalled to take charge
Undir his pastorate the elegant
of the St. Stanislaus congregation.
church which is now the home of the congregation was erected, at a
The furnishings and (iiiishings of the structure arc
cost of $J5.CKX).
handsome and complete and include beautiful (iothic style altars, purThe
chased in Europe an<l representing an expenditure of $2,000.
membership comprises some 200 families, all of the J'olish nationality.
Father (")lesinski is popular with his people and is held in high esteem
by all classes of the community.
Orlovsky, Andrew, proprietor of the Fagic hotel in Coaldalc. conflucts a well apjwintcd house and receives an appreciative patronage,
which is augmented by his personal" p<ipularity in a local way anel with
.Andrew < )rlovsky was liorn in .Salina,
the traveling public.
Cialician .\ustria. on Nov. 13. 1866, and is a son of John anrl Caroline
Lntz) Orlovsky. He was reared on a farm in his native district
and had the advantages of the common schools of the locality. At
the age of twenty years, in accordance with the exactions of the
govenuuent. he entered the .Xustrian army, and thereafter had the
valuable educational opportunities afforded in the military schof)l. He
served the rcf|uired four years in the army anfl then received his
honorable discharge, with the rank of sergeant, indicated by the inIn 1890. at the age of twenty-four years, he
signia of three stars.
severed the home tics anrl came to America. He took up his residence
in Clearlicld county. Pa., where he was employed in the bituminous
coal mines for four years, at the expiration of which he removed to
Westmoreland county and entered the service of the Pennsylvania
Railroad, in which connection he was employed four years.
In 1898

arc varied ami ixtinsivi-. the nu>st

.

(

(.
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Coaldale, Scliuylkill county, wlicrc he enhe has since successfully continued.
He purchased his present hotel property in 1904 and has
modernized and otherwise improved the building. Mr. (Jrlovsky was
made a naturalized citizen in 1897, and is arrayed as a loyal supporter of the principles of the Republican ])arty. He is a communicant
of the Polish Koman Catholic church, and is affiliated with St. John's
Greek society and St. I'eter's society at Lansford, and with the local
aerie of the l<"raternal Order of Eagles. In Nov., 1897, Mr. Orlovsky
was united in marriage to Miss Anna Orlovsky, daughter of yVlbert
and Mary (Galont) Orlovsky, of Salina, Galician Austria, and they
have five children John, Paul, Joseph, Anna and Andrew, Jr.
Otterbein, Martin, is one of the honored citizens of the borough
of Yorkville and has maintained his home in Schuylkill county for
many years. He has been prominently identified with business and
civic interests here and is now living practically retired, after having
accumulated a competency through his own well directed efforts. Mr.
Otterbein was born in Germany, Dec. 2, 1844, and is a son of Henry
and Margaretta Otterbein. He was reared on a farm and was afforded
the advantages of the excellent schools of his fatherland. He served
three years in the German army and took part in the war between
Germany, Austria and the Prussian states in 1866. In the following
year he immigrated to America and took up his residence in the
borough of Yorkville, where he has since maintained his home. His
present dwelling was erected by him in that year but has since been
enlarged and remodeled and is one of the attractive homes of the town.
Having learned the trade of stone mason, Mr. Otterbein followed the
same as a vocation until 1892, during the greater part of the time as an
independent contractor along various lines.
He began his work at
the trade in 1875 and in 1880 began contracting, especially in the
enterprise of building railroad bridges.
His ability and good executive powers gained to him success and prestige and his business career
is one of which he may well be proud.
In 1893 he engaged in the coal
business, in which he continued until 1897, and in the autumn of the
following year he purchased a brick yard in Yorkville. He operated
the same four years and then sold the plant and business. For the past
thirty-one years he has held an interest in a grocery store in Yorkville,
and he is also the owner of valuable real estate both in Yorkville
and Pottsville. At all times Mr. Otterbein has held himself loyal to
the best interests of enlightened citizenship and has done all in his
power to further the advancement and wellbeing of his home borough
and county. His political allegiance is given unreservedly to the Democratic party, and he served fourteen years as a member of the borough
council and three years as chief burgess. He and his family are communicants of the Catholic church. May 17, 1868, Mr. Otterbein was
united in marriage to Miss Theresa Barber, of Pottsville. and they
have six children Mary D., Emma. Frank G., Joseph, Frederick and
Albert.
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Otto. Aaron H.. pri»|>rictor of the EriRcvvood l-arm in llfKinH
township, was |)orn ScptcnilKr 14. 184(1, in tlic township wlicrc his
His f^rand father, William
fantily have livc<l for three f^encratiuns.
CHlo, came from Berks county when a yonng man. I><iu);ht .^oo acres
of Inml in Me^iins township, ami w.is one of the pir>ncers of this part
lie «.->•- iMirn the J5th ilay ol May. iT'd. was
of .Schuylkill county,
marricil to NLirgrctta. nee Kessler. who was Imrn on the stii tlay of
Anna. Maria,
.March. 17S4. ami thirteen children were Ixirn to them
Christiana, Magdalane, Catherine. Jonathan, Salome, Daniel, David,

—

William Otto followe<l farming and
Peter, .'simon. Henry. iertrude.
David ( )tto grew up
car|X'ntering and in earlv <lays made cahincts.
on his father's farm, wliich farm he purchased at puhlic .sale. He
married Catherine I lauhcracher. and they became the parents of nine
chiMren Caroline. William. Marie. Ly<lia, Aaron. Fliram. IsaU-lla,
David. Tobias of whom only two are living: Aaron on the old hotncDavid
stead. and William at No. 52^) North Centre .Street. Pottsville.
Otto was a DennKrat, served on the school board, and belonged to
the Reformed church.
He died in the year 1874, at the age of fiftynine years, and his wife died in i8<)8. aped eighty-four years. .Aaron
received a common-school education and has always been a farmer on
the old homestead. He devotes consirlerable attention to raising vegetables and small fruits for Donaldson. Trcmont and Minersvillc
niarkets. and is also interested in jxiultry raising, especially Rhode
Island Reds and white W'yandottes. He is a Democrat in his politics,
was for two years ta.x collector and was for seven years treasurer of
the school board.
He is a member of Star of the Valley Castle, No,
Hegins Grange. No.
451, Knights of the Golden Eagle, of Hegins
1242. Patrons of Husbandry; and Pomona Grange, No. 55. of Pottsville.
In 1869 he marriefl Rebecca I'.ressler, and they have had three
children.
Rufus R. died at the age of twenty-three years he fell
from a cherry tree and broke his spine and was bedfast for sixteen
weeks.
He was a member of the Knights of the Golden Eagle,
Patriotic Order of the Sons of .-Xmerica, and the Hegins band. Calvin
Harry E. is
F. is a rural letter carrier on Route No. 2 from Hegins.
a farmer and acts as substitute for his brother on the rural mail route.
Both are unmarried and live at home with their parents. Calvin belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Patriotic Order
of the Sons of .\merica. Knights of the Golden Eagle. Hegins and
Pomona Granges, and is the leader of the Hegins cornet band. Harry
is a member of the Grange and Patriotic Sons of America, and the
family belong to the Reformed church at Hegins.
Otto, Henry H., an enterprising furniture dealer, undertaker and
cmbalmer. i->i Tremont. was bom in Helfcnstcin. Pa., on June 26. 1876.
a son of P.odo and Rebecca ("Harter) Otto. The father is a retired
teamster and miner. During the great Civil war of the '60s he was a
member of the Union army as a teamster, having enlisted, in 1861, in
Company
of the 48th Pennsylvania infantry. The regiment was in
the Army of the Potomac throughout the struggle and participated in
Mr. Otto was never wounded, but had many
all the engagements.
(

—

—

:

;
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narrow escapes, once having eight hiiilets pass through his sleeves and
again having a ball pass through his shoe, without injury to his foot.
At the second battle of Ikill Run he was captured but in the confusion
incident to the Confederate victory he managed to effect his escape.
He was promoted to the office of sergeant. Since his retirement from
His wife died
active labor he has made his home at Mount Carmel.
in Dec, 1903, at the age of fifty-four years, leaving four children, of
whom the subject of this sketch is the youngest. The latter was educated in the public schools of Mount Carmel and when he had completed his course he learned the cabinet-maker's trade. For nine years
he was employed by S. H. McConnel, of Mount Carmel, and at the
end of that time he came to Tremont and established his present business.
His headquarters are finely equipped for his furniture and
In Sept.,
undertaking business and he controls a large patronage.
1903, Mr. Otto married Miss Katie Kehler, daughter of Charles and
Sarah (Wetzel) Kehler. Mr. Kehler died in 1895, and his widow is
still living, a resident of Mount Carmel.
To Mr. and Mrs. Otto have
been born two children Grace Winona and Willard B. Both parents
are members of the United Evangelical church and Mr. Otto is secretary of the board of trustees of the same. He is also a past officer of
Camp No. 231, of the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, at
Mount Carmel. By industry, thrift and enterprise he has made for

—

himself a prominent place in the commercial life of Tremont.
Ovens, Thomas W., the proprietor of the Ovens School, is a
native Canadian, having been born at Duntroon, Ontario, on Jan. 8,
1879. He is a son of William J. and Sarah (McAllister) Ovens, both
born in Ontario and both now living there, the father operating a
fruit farm of considerable size.
On the paternal side the family is of
Irish extraction and on the mother's comes of fine Scotch ancestry.
There were three sons' in William J. Ovens' immediate family, the
youngest is now dead, and the elder of the two surviving is Archie,
who is engaged in the grain business in Everett, Ont. Professor
Ovens was reared to young manhood in his native country and received
his education in the high and normal schools of Collingwood, graduating at both institutions.
He also attended the Ontario business
university at Belleville, from which institution he was graduated with
After devoting about a year to general office work- in the
honors.
employ of leading Toronto firms Professor Ovens volunteered his
services to the Presbj^terian church as a home missionary, and after
due examination he was accepted and sent into the ^yilds of Nev.'
Ontario, to cover a section of wide extent, some of it hitherto little
traveled by the foot of white man. After overcoming many difficulties
and making many long overland trips by snow-shoe and dog-sled, he
succeeded in establishing two churches and several Sunday schools in
these remote regions, and all of these are to-day flourishing institutions.
Professor Ovens began his pedagogic career as a commercial
school instructor in the Wisconsin business college at Sheboygan,
Wis., which position he held about three years. At the end of that
period he became the founder of the State business college at Sheboy-
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was the cl»icf intlneiu'c in il»
incor|xirated under tlic laws of VVisom.sin he l>ecante president, hnt witlulrew fruni active participation
a> a nienilKT of the in>tr»iction c»>r|)s. The presidency he afterwards
resigned and then came l*^ist. where he s|KMit a school year as
principal of the commercial department of the Scranton hnsinests colrr«>fe>si>r I )vens" resi«lence in I'otlsville dates fronj Kjo.s. when
lefjc.
gan, and lur

tlic

inana);enieiil.

fullowinj; three years

When

it

was

he assumed charj^e of the hnsiness college as peneral manaf;cr and
After sjH:ntlinR a year with the husiness college
princi|>al instnictor.
l»c concluded that there was a ilemaml here for an institution that
woidd ofTer hif;her trainint; in commercial suhjects, and with his
characteristic enerjjy
( )vens
school.
The

and des]>atch he went

to

work and foundeil the

curricnlnm of this school inchuies courses in
I'.iiRli'-h, mathematics and all commercial branches, besides sh.irthand
and ty|K.writing, and a night school is conducted for those who are luiablc to attend during the day. The average attendance at the school
thus far is forty, and two regidar teachers put in their whole time instructing, while a third is employed temixirarily.
The site is a convenient
one, at .\o. i South Centre street, in the Mountain C'ity buihling.
The grailuates arc in demand all over the county and many are also
placed in remunerative jxisitions in Reading, Philadelphia and other
cities.
June 3. Kio.v Professor Ovens married, at Shelxngan. Wis.,
Miss .'\da E. Verney. a native of (iuelph, )nt., and to this union have
Wilfred ami Mildred. The professor is a
iK'cn bom two children
member of the Presbyterian church, and his wife is a ISaptist in her
religious affiliations.
Me is also a memljcr of various professional
organizations, including the .Vational liusiness Teachers' association
and the National bookkeepers' and .\ccountants' association.
.\ltliough his residence in Schuylkill county has not been of great length
it has been of much influence, and he has become one of the most
(

—

highly res]iectcfl of

its

Owens, William

L.,

Pottsville anrl

citizens.

who

is principal of the P.unkcr Hill school of
a pioneer educator of this city, was born in
Wales, on May 31, 1846. He is one of the eight

who

is

Heaufort, South
children of Kvan Chvens and the other four survivors arc (leorgc L..
of Reading. Pa.; and John F... of Ilarrisburg; Jane, the wife of
Samuel Stephens, of Reading and Elizalx^th. at home. The maternal
grandfather of Professor Owens was a soldier in the English army
under the Duke of Wellington and participated in the battle of Waterloo.
The father succuml)cd to miner's asthma, in his fifty-first year,
and the mother died at the age of seventy-four. When the professor
was but a child his parents immigrated to the United .States, the
passage taking some six weeks, in a sailing vessel, and the profes-sor's sixth birthday anniversary was passed on the water.
His boyhood was spent in the mines at Mount F^ffcc. where he worked until
he was fifteen years of age- An explosion of gas, in which six others
were also badly injurecl. so crippled Mr. Owens as to cflFectually
prevent his further active participation in manual labor.
He then
detennined to become an educator, and at once turned his attention
;
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Jii June, 1867, he was j:(ra(hiate(l at the I'ottsschool and in the fall of that year he began teachinfj in that
city.
For forty years he has .been enfjjaged in pedagogic work in
Pottsville, and for thirty years of that time has been identified with
the same school, having been principal of its higher dejjartnient all
Many of the professional men of the city who have
of that time.
risen to positions of pulilic trust and esteem, frankly acknowledge
that their success is in large measure due to the high ideals inspired
by Professor Owens while they were pupils in his school-room. On
Feb. 18, 1874, occurred Professor Owens' marriage to Miss Martha
Lee, a native of Pottsville and a daughter of William and Elizabeth
Mr. Lee was a mine foreman and at his death
Lee, both deceased.
George, Ann, Grace, Thomas,
left the following named children
William, Martha (Mrs. Owens), Libbie, Samuel,- and Amy. Amy is
a teacher in the Pottsville schools and Samuel is a teacher of music
in St. Clair. All the others are married. The children born to Professor and Mrs. Owens are four in number. Thomas L., the eldest, is
married and is engaged as a professional baseball player in Toledo,
Ohio Bessie G. is employed in a piano store in Pottsville Amy M.
is a teacher in the Pottsville schools; and William Lee is a student
The family
in the high school, of which all the others are graduates.
are all members of the First Baptist church of Pottsville and the
professor is a member of Miners' Lodge. No. 20, Lidependent Order
of Odd Fellows, of which he is past grand. He is a stalwart RepubHcan and is a member of the Central Republican club.
Palsgrove, Charles B., the well known cigar manufacturer of
Schuylkill Haven, was born in that borough on Sept. 6, 1846, a son
An ancestor, George
of Nathan and Anna M. (Bowen) Palsg-rove.
Palsgrove, came to Philadelphia from Rotterdam in 1732. John J.
Palsgrove, grandfather of the subject of this sketch, was born in

to that line of work.
ville hip^h

:

;

;

is now Montgomery county. Pa., in 1777, and was an American
Nathan Palsgrove was born in Berks
soldier in the war of 1812.
county in 1818, came to Schuylkill county in 1842, and in that year
established the cigar manufacturing business, which is now conducted
by his grandsons. Charles B. Palsgrove attended the public schools
of Schuylkill Haven until he was fifteen years old. He then entered
his father's establishment and learned the cigar manufacturing business.
Li 1863 he enlisted in Co. L 39th regiment of Pennsylvania
volunteer militia, and after 30 days' service was honorably discharged
\vith the regiment.
Li 1866 he attended the Quaker City business
college, graduating in 1867.
Li the fall of 1868 he entered the ofifice
of Charles D. Hippie, then district attorney, and served therein
until the spring of 1870, when he took an extended trip to the west.
He attended the Keystone state normal school, at Kutztown. for a
year and a half. His father died in 1877, whereupon he took charge
of the business, which he conducted until 1904, when he sold it to
his two sons, Nathan C. and Palgrave E.
Oct. 9, 1871, was celebrated his marriage to Miss Eugenia Deitrich, and to this union
were born nine children, all of whom, with the exception of the

what
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Alice !". is the wife of Jolui D.
Haven; Sarah E. is the
Schuylkill
licrger, in the knitting business at
wife of Willis J. I^iwrencc, of Minersvillc, who is engaged with his
father in the dry-gixxls business; Nathan C. married Mis'. Ida M.
Miller, of 1 "rackville two sons, Palgrave IL. and Ilcnry I'.., and two
daughters, Mary K. and Ada K., are at home; ami John \V. is a stuThe family are all mcnilK-rs of the Redent in business college.
When the Schuylkill county
formed church of Schuylkill Haven.

youngest, Arlhnr, arc

slill

living.

;

district of the Knights of Labor was organized Mr. Palsgrovc was
one of the moving spirits and was the (Iclegate from the district to
the national convention held in Minncajiolis, Mifin., in Oct., 18S7.
Fraternally he is as.sociatcd with the Jere Helms post. No. 26, Grand
.-\rmy of the Republic, at Schuylkill Haven, and he was commander

He is a member of Page
of the same for ten consecutive years.
Lo<lgc, No. 170. Free and .Accepted Masons, at Schuylkill Haven,
and is a j>ast master of the same. He at one time belonged to the
Odd Fellows both the subordinate Iwlge and the encampment the
Knights of Pythias, and the (iood Templars, and became a past offiHe also In-Ionged to Sons of America and was
cer in all of them.
Politically Mr. PaNgrovc is
secretary of Camp 47 for one year.
indeiK-ndent. but in 1878 he was elected, as a Democrat, to represent
the fourth district of Schuylkill county in the first biennial session
of the legislature under the new constitution. He is a man of excellent juflgment in business affairs, kindly, genial in manner, and withal

—

—

a model citizen.

—

Parker. Hiram, Jr. The business firm best known under the
of Sparks & Parker represents one of the pioneer industries in
Pottsville which has survived the ravages of time. It was estabhshed by Jabcz Sparks in 1855, for the manufacture of steam boilers,
title

stacks, ventilating fans, the repairing of machiiicr>-. etc., and this is
In
the business now owned and conducted by Hiram Parker, Jr.
1876 William G. Sparks and Hiram Parker became the constituent

members of

the firm, and they continued as such until the death of
For a few years following this event, the
Mr. Sparks, in 1808.
estate of William G. Sparks was imsettlcd, and the business was
Mr. Parker then
continued under the title of Sparks & Parker.
came into the sole ownership. This industry during the haff
centur>' of its existence has afforded profitable employment to hundreds of men. and is one of the few ancient landmarks of Pottsville.
The buildings, solid and substantial in their day, show the eflFccts
of the passing years. But the interesting life history of Hiram Parker, Jr.. is not confined alone to the workshops with which his family
has been so long connected. He spent more than twelve years in
the United States navy, covering the entire period of the Civil war.
His duties led him to nearly every port of the civilized world, and
thus he rounded out an experience enjoyed by comparatively few
men. He enlisted in 18/11 as assistant engineer, and was assigned to
dut)' on the gimboat Kanawha, in the Gulf Squadron, under command of Admirals Farragut and Porter. After a year of active serv-
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he was detailed to tal<c a prize vessel from MoYork, and while in the city on this mission, he was
examined and promoted, and was then assigned to duty on the
gunboat Louisiana, in the North Atlantic Squadron, with headquarters at New Berne, N. C.
Just prior to the battle of Fort Fisher Mr.
Parker was detailed to the gunboat Tacony, on board of which vessel
lie participated in a number
he completed his Civil war service.
of naval battles, notably the bombardment of Fort Fisher, and the
secoitd battle at that point, which resulted in the capture of that
Confederate stronghold. He was with the- blockading squadron of?
Mobile, and in the historic manoeuvers of the Gulf and the lower
Mississippi. After the close of the Civil war he was with the South
Pacific Squadron for three years, and spent a like period with the
South Atlantic Squadron, principally on South American coasts,
being first assistant engineer on board the Lancaster. Fie was acting
chief engineer on the Powhattan during the Cuban filibustering
One year was spent
troubles following the close of the Civil war.
on shore duty, thus rounding out a continuous service of twelve
ice in tliis capacity
bile

bay to

New

Hiram Parker, Jr., was bom in Pottsville, Oct. 4, 1841. He
Hiram and Sarah P. (Craft) Parker, natives of Massachusetts.
His father was born in 1805, and in 1831 he came to Pottsyears.
is

a son of

ville, where he conducted a merchant tailoring business during the
remaineder of his active life. He was a Presbyterian, and was a ruling
elder in the church for many years. He died in his eighty-third year.
His wife was born in 1803, and died at the age of seventy-six years.

They became

the parents of three sons

but two sons are

living.

The

sisters,

and two daughters, of whom
Mary Elizabeth and Harriet

The living brother
Jane, died in ^^outh, and Charles died in 1905.
of the subject of this sketch is Samuel, who was born in 1838. He
Mr. Parker
is a farmer living at Maryville, Nodaway county. Mo.
was educated in the public schools of Pottsville. He was employed
as a clerk in a store for a year or two after leaving school, and then
he became an apprentice to the machinist's trade, at the Philadelphia
& Reading Railroad shops. His subsequent business career has already
been briefly outlined in this article. He has been twice married. In
1871 he wedded Miss Mary E. Sparks, a daughter of his business
partner.
Three children were born to this union Dr. Jabez S., a
practicing physician in Philadelphia, and Misses Emily Y. and Jessie
C, young ladies at home. Mrs. Parker died in 1877, and in September, 1884, her sister, Miss Julia F. Sparks, became the Avife of Mr.
The family are
Parker, and the mother of her sister's children.
members of the Presb)'terian church, of which Mr. Parker is a
ruling elder.
He is a member of the Masonic and Odd Fellows'
fraternities, and a Republican in political affiliations.
He has served
a number of years as a member of the Pottsville school board, but
never sought or held other political offices.
Patterson, B. F., deceased, the late superintendent of the Pottsville schools, was born in Orangeville, Columbia county. Pa., ]\Iarch
12, 1835.
He graduated from Lafayette college in the class of i860.

—
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anc|

thru

cntcrcil

I'rmci-tiin

grniliintcil in the class of

from wliioh lie
one year in At--i<>n.

•.culinary,

tlu-i>|i>fjicn!

i.S/i^.

lie preaclied lor

N. J., and then came to I'ottsviile. in iS'15. as principal of the IukIi
.\pril 1, iW)7. he
school, a jHisitinn which he held for two years,
»vas chosen sii)HTintendcnt of the .schools, and he held that [position
continiiously until tile day of his ileath. July 0. i<»o6.
Tlie foUowinjj
brief tribute to his memory, apin-arinp in the rc|K)rt of the committee on necrolopA-, as ailopted at the close of the Teachers' Institute of ic)o*). .shows the appreciation in which he was lulil by his
cause of education "It. !•'. I'atterson. for nearly
forty years the able suiH-rintendent of the I'ottsville schools, was a
man known to every teacher in Schuylkill county, but best umler-

felli>w laborers in the

stood and

l>cst

:

appreciate<l by tliose

who knew him

best.

He was

a

loyal friend, a kiml and helpful neiphlwr, an upripht. law-abidinp,
y>eace-|ovinp citizen : he loved his home, his friends, his school children, his teachers, his town and his state
with many of the fads
:

and

which characterized the times he had little sympathy
in
the defense of what he lielieved to Ik- right and just, he would stand
as firm as a rock and fall in the thick of the fipbt, rather than yield
a single point.
Mc died in early summer, loved, and revered by
his teachers, honored and respected by all who knew him, and now
sleeps in the Presbyterian cemetery on the hillside near the laurels,
ovcrlo<-)king the town he loved so well.
Resolved. That we revere
the memory of these, our fallen comrades, cherish their virtues, anri
emulate their examples for good. S. .\. Thurlow, I. D. Keed. J. W.
Cooper. Maude Butts. Committee." Suixrintendent Patterson was a
man of broad views and great intellectual force. He was a thorough
frills

;

—

organizer, an excellent disciplinarian. an<l an educator of state-wide
reputation.
His long continuance at the head of the Pottsville schools
placed him in close touch with the educational careers of two generations of yoimg people who have gone out into the world of business,
while other generations have succecdeel them, in the ever-changing
evolutions of time.
Professor Pattcr.son was a man of charitable
nature and sympathetic heart.
For many years he was a member
of the Iward of directors of the Children's Home and the Pottsville
l)enevolent association.
He was also a member of the state board of
education.
He was elected to the office of superintendent of the
pottsville schools without opposition and without comjHMition from
outside aspirants, during the many years of his term of service, the
place seeming to go to him as by distinctive right and consistency.
Mr. Patterson left a wife, two sons and a daughter to mourn the
death of a loving, indulgent and honored husband and father.
The
sons are Frank, of Washington, and Robert, of Mexico. The flaughter. Miss Jennie, is with her mother at their temporary home at
Easton. Pa.
Paul, Harry E., a marble-cutter, engaged in business at Port
Carbon, was born near Landingville. this county, in 1854, a son of
Tobias and Susan (Lindemuth) Paul. Until he was thirteen years
of age he attended the public schools, and then for a number of years

;
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When he had passed his
he worked at anything that offered.
eighteenth birthday he det&rmined to become a marljle-cutter, and
After he had become a
accordingly started in to learn the trade.
journeyman he worked at the vocation until 1885, and in that year
embarked in the business for himself. That he has been successful
is evident from his continuance in this line of enterprise, and from
In
the eminent satisfaction of all for whom he has done work.
politics Mr. Paul has been allied with no party or faction, and has
cast his vote for the man he has considered best fitted for the office.
He himself has been a school director for a good many years, and
In 1881 was celebrated his marriage to
has been chief burgess.
Miss Mary Hoffman, daughter of William and Margaret Hoffman.
The family
son, Harry E., Jr., is the only child of the union.
are attendants and supporters of the Methodist Episcopal church of
Mr. Paul is well known in fraternal circles, being a
Port Carbon.
member of Camp No. 34, Patriotic Order of the Sons of America,
of Port Carbon Lodge No. 27, Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and the lodge of the Independent Order of Americans. He has a

A

;

brother, Horace, and two sisters, Emma and Hannah, living. Throughout the county he is known as a skilled workman and a man of

enterprise and integrity.

Payer, Stephen F., proprietor of the largest and most modern
general store in McAdoo, was born on July 26, 1867, in AustroHungary. He is one of the four children of Joseph and Elizabeth
(Krautkremmer) Payer, the others being Annie, now Mrs. Joseph
Paumer, a resident of Century, Fla. Joseph, Jr., living in McAdoo,
and Wendelfe, formerly a member of the Hungarian army, who holds
The
a position in the service of the government of his native land.
subject of this sketch attended the government schools of the county
of Saros, Austro-Hungary, until he was fifteen years of age, and
then came to the United States, locating first in McAdoo, in 1882.
His first employment was as a slate-picker in the No. 4 breaker of the
Lehigh & Wilkes Barre Coal Company, and wdiile there he learned
to speak the English language.
When he had mastered it sufficiently
he accepted a position as clerk in the store of Joseph Matej, of Hazleton, with whom he remained nine months, leaving to accept a similar
position in the employ of Michael McGarrity, also of Hazleton. This
kept him employed for two years, after which he went to Bayonne,
N. J., and for the following five months he worked in a lumber-yard
and for the Standard Oil Company. On. his return to Hazleton, in
1887, he again found employment with Mr. ]\IcGarrity. but after
nine months left him to go to Passaic. N. J., to learn the trade of
weaver in the woolen mills of that place. This, however, he was
compelled to abandon because of poor health, and he started to learn
the carpenters' trade. This was in 1888, in which year he returned
to Hazleton to become an employe of Williams & Fertig.
Upon
leaving this firm he entered the employ of Mr. McGarritv for the
third time.
July i, 1889, he came to McAdoo and opened a branch
store for Martin & Newreth.
He had charge of the store for two
;

•^'IIUYLKILL

35S

COUNTY

m

years, :ind llun,
.^iiiumbcr, 1891, he cn^'igcd in l>U!<ii)c<is in his
own n;iMH\ as a licnltT in lxx>t.s and sliocs and ntcn's fnrnislnnK-*<. In
February, iyo4, he added a RrDCery department, so that to-day his
store IS one of the nic">t c<.>ni|)lete as well a> one of the largest f;encral niercliandise itore-s in Schuylkill county.
Besides his mercantile
business, lie holds tlu: agency for several foreign steamship lines and
for foreign money orders, and is the McAdoo representative of the
Springfield (Mass.) l-'ire & Marine Insurance Company.
He also
holds a commission as notary public, and in 1903 was made justice
of the peace, whicli I'tVicc he still retains. In politics he is a stilwart
believer in tlie principles and tenets of the Democratic party, aiid
when Mc.\d<v> first iKcamc a IwroiiRh he was for four years one
of its councilmen. Oct. 7, 1888, Mr. Payer was united in marriage
to Miss I".lizalK'th Fuchs, the ceremony occurring at Ilazleton.
The
children of this union arc nine in number Oscar. Felix, Adolph.
Olga, Stephen. Jr., Cornell, (iizella, .Alfred and Ida all of whom
arc living except Cornell, who died at sea. Mrs. Payer's father and

—

—

.Stejihen and IClizabeth
Kurtz) I-'uchs, who came to
country from Hungary, although the family is of Curman origin.
The Payers are communicants of the Slavish Roman Catholic church.
Mr. Payer is a member of the National Slavonian society, the First
Slavonian Catholic union, and the Knights of C<ihimbiis. He is an

mother were

(

this

excellent type of the progressive, enterprising foreign-lxjrn citizen,
and is one of the most public-spirited and respected men of the

community.
Pepper, Frank

J., member of the firm of Thomas Pcjipcr's .Sons,
wholesale liquor dealers, of Ashland, was Ixjrn at Mine Hill Gap,
Schuylkill county. Jan. 6, 1865. his parents being Thomas and Elizabeth (McDonald) Pepper.
(See sketch of Thomas Pepper.)
He
was reared to manhood in .'\shland, and after attending the public
schools of that city tiX)k a course in the Bryant & Stratton business
college of Philadelphia, thus equipping himself for a business career.
Upon attaining his majority he became associated with hi"; father in
business, and when the latter retired, in 1807. he. with his brothers,
Thomas R. and John \V., succeeded to the business, which is now
conducted under the title above designated.
Mr. Pepper is one of
the public-spirited men of Ashland, always takes an active interest
in all matters pertaining to the advancement of the city's moral and
material interests, and is liberal in his support of measures to secure
those ends. He is aligned with the Democratic party in his political
views, and in religious matters is a member of the St. Joseph's Roman Catliolic church. He is also a member of the Holy Name society, the Knights of St. Joseph, and Ashland I-odge, No. 384, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
Nov. 25. 1890. Mr. Pepper and
Miss Loretta Sweeney were united in marriage. She is a daughter
of John and ^fa^ga^et (Murphy) Sweeney, of .Ashland.
To this
marriage have been born five children, viz: Mary. Elizabeth. Francis,
Tlioiii.Ts nnd TTr.ward.
The last named is deceased.

—
;
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Pepper, Thomas, retired, for many years a prosperous and inmerchant of Asliland, was born at Mine Hill Gap, South
Cass township, tiiis county, in March, 1842. His parents, Patrick
and Marcella (Reilly) Pepper, were natives of County Longford,
For a
Ireland, and were married in New York city, about 183O.
number of years the father was employed in a foundry in New
York city, but about 1839 or 1840 he came to the coal regions of
Schuylkill county, where he earned his livelihood about the mines
fluential

good many years. The latter part of his life was spent in Ashwhere he died in the fall of 1888, at the age of seventy-five.
was the father of twelve children, ten of whom grew to maturity,

for a
land,

He

Of the
the subject of this sketch being the third in order of birth.
ten who grew to maturity Francis and Charles are deceased William and James died in infancy. The others are Ann, now the wife
;

James Bradley Michael John Mary, now Mrs. Hugh Tye
William; Angelo; and Lizzie. Thomas Pepper was reared at Mine

of

;

;

;

Hill Gap and received his education in the common schools there.
At an early age he began work in the mines as a slate-picker, subse-

When he left the
quently becoming a driver and later a miner.
mining occupation it was to engage in the bottling of non-intoxicating beverages at Ashland, and in 1872 he embarked in the wholeThis he continued to conduct personally until
sale liquor business.
1899, when he disposed of his interests to his sons, who have since
been operating it under the firm name of Thomas Pepper's Sons. In
1863 Mr. Pepper was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth McDonald, a daughter of Peter and Hannah (Patton) McDonald. Mrs.
Pepper's parents were natives of Ireland and England, respectively.
Eight of the children born to Mr. and Mrs. Pepper grew to maturity
Frank, Hannah (Mrs. Patrick Laughlin), Thomas R., Mary (now
deceased), John, George, Charles V., and Joseph.
The family are
all communicants of St. Joseph's Roman Catholic church.
Mr. Pepper is a Democrat in his political beliefs, and he was county treasurer
from 1 89 1 to 1894 and a member of the borough council for two
terms.
His varied business interests include a directorship in the
Citizens' National bank, of Ashland.
Peters, W. A., of the firm of W. A. Peters & Co., of Tamaqua,
dealers in dry goods, was born in Lehigh county. Pa., Jan. 28, 1875,
a son of W. K. and Katie (Moser) Peters.
The mother died in
1895 at the age of fifty-five, but the father is still living, an honored
resident of Slatington, Pa., where for many years he was a slate
operator. He is president of the Farmers' Union Mutual fire insurance company of Pennsylvania, with office at Breinigsville, Pa., and
is an earnest worker in the Heidelberg church.
There were seven
children born to Mr. and Mrs. W. K. Peters, of whom one, Edward,
resides in Schuylkill county with the subject of this sketch.
W. A.
Peters acquired his education in the public schools, and after completing his studies there took a special commercial course.
He then
went into the mercantile business as a clerk and bookkeeper, and
after becoming thoroughly acquainted with every detail he opened a

;
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'V\w> was in iH<)8. .and .nincc tlicn In* lias constore in Taina(|tin.
Mr.
tinncil most successfully cnjjaj;e(l in lliis line of enterprise.
lie is a nien»l>er «>f the Kefornieil church ami
IVters is unniarrieil.
.\nuinj; his friends
the r.enevoient ami Protective ( >rtler nf ICIks.
he is recn.cni/ed as a genial, hearty fellow, a thuruugh gentleman,
and a man of unusual husiness sagacity.
Philips, Eklwin F., M. D., who for more than thirty-fnc years
has Uen engaged in the practice of medicine at Tower City, is a

native of Sclmylkill county, having Iwen l>orn at .Minersville, Jan. 31,
iS4i». a son of Solomon and I.eah
HornlHTger Philips, the former
iK^rn in I^nncaster county. Pa., .March 5. iHj^. and the latter a native
Solomon Philips was a tinsmith and
of XortlnnnlHrland c^>unty.
sheet-iron worker.
In his early life he was employc<l for some years
at Canton, Ohio, hut in 1847 he located at Minersville, where he has
been engaged in business for fifty-live years, lie is a Republican and
lias served for twenty-five years as president of the school Iviard.
His wife died in DecemlKr, 1(104. Their chil<lren are: Dr. Ivlwin !•".
Calvin Pi., postmaster at I'rackville Willie, who died at the age of
three years: John, station agent for the I.ehigh X'alley Railroad at
Minersville: Charles, station agent for the Philadelphia & Reailing
Railroad at the same place; Cora A., married and living in California;
Clement M., a photographer at Minersville: and Harry, despatcher
for the Philadelphia & Reading Railroa<l at Palo .Mto, Pa. Dr. Kdwin
F. Philips attended the home schools and spent one year in Professoi
lie then
William F. W'yers' military academy at West Chester.
)-car M. Rohbins, of .MinerstcR>k up the studv of medicine with Hr.
ville. and in i8<)8. after due preparation, entered Jefferson medical
college at Philadelphia, where he was graduated in 1871. I'pon completing his course he located in Tower City, where he has since lived
and where he has built up a successful practice, standing high with his
brother physicians and the general public.
Dr. Philips is a membe/ of the state medical association and is examintr for all the
leading life-insurance companies doing business in Tower City.
He
is a Republican in his political affiliations, was a member of the first
city council, in which he served for three years, and was for many
years on the school Iward.
He was one of the organizers of the
Williams \'alley Railroad Company, of which he has been treasurer
since 1891.
He is prominent in Masonic circles, being a member of
Swatara Lodge. No. 2^17. the Royal .\rch Chapter, at Slincrsvillc. and
Pottsville C'onmiandery. Xo. 41. Knights Templars.
He also belongs
to Washington Camp. Patriotic Order of the Sons of .-\merica. May
28. 1872. was solemnized the marriage of Dr. Philips and Miss Fmma.
daughter of Thomas and .Abigail Hoffman .\cker. of Port Clinton,
where her father was a well-known contractor and builder. To this
union have been Iwrn five children, three of whom survive. Lulu A.
was educated in the state normal school at West Chester and has
been a teacher for six years, being now engaged in that profession
Maude A. also was educated in the same school,
at Wrightstown
taught one year at Harrington, five years at Toms River, N. J., and
)

1

:

(

(

:
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for tlie last two years has been in the scliools of Tower City Kay A.
attended the state university for four years, and is now an electrical
;

enj^ineer.

John W., cashier of the I'irst National ISank, .Malianuy
a native of the boroui^h in which he now lives, and was
born on Sept. 30, 1864. His parents, Richard and Mary (Evans)
Phillips, were natives of Wales, whence they immigrated to this
county (luriuQ- the early history of the regions "beyond the mountain.''
Pilgram, Arthur J., a representative lawyer and borough solicitmof Pottsville, is a native of Te.xas, where he was born h'eb. 18,
1851. His parents were John and Elise Pilgram, natives of Cologne,
Germany. John Pilgram was educated in his native country, at the
Arthur J.
University in Bonn, and was an architect by profession.
Pilgram was educated at Lafayette college, Easton, Pa., and was
graduated with. the class of 1872. He was admitted to the bar of
Schuylkill county Aug. 23, 1875, and has been in active practice in
He was chosen to the office of borPottsville for twenty-six years.
ough solicitor in 1899, and has been continued in the same to the
present time. He was a candidate for the Republican nomination for
judge of the court of common pleas of Schuylkill county in 1907. He
is a Republican in political views and is a member of the First PresMr. Pilgram was married Aug. 7,
byterian church of Pottsville.
1877, to Miss Sarah E., daughter of Daniel and Harriet S. Schertel,
Phillips,

City,

is

of Pottsville.
Ploppert, Arsenius R., one of the representative business men of
Shenandoah, was born in Hesse-Casscl, Germany, Jan. 10, 1853, and
is a son of Gregory and Mary Catherine Ploppert, who passed their
entire lives in Germany, where the father followed the trade of
The
blacksmith, which also became the vocation of his three sons.
subject of this sketch was afforded the advantages of the excellent
schools of his native land and as a youth learned the trade of blacksmith, under the direction of his father.
In 1871 he immigrated to
America. He made his home with relatives in St. Clair, Schuylkill
He was without
county, until he established a home of his own.
financial resource^ when- he came to the United States, and for several
years he followed various occupations, bending his energies to the
work in hand and showing the energy and good judgment which are
so typical of the race from which he sprang. He assisted in building
the dam on Broad mountain which supplies water to the city of Pottsville.
In 1873 he found employment at Atkins' colliery on Turkey
Run, and later he worked at his trade at Wig-gins' colliery, where
he remained for seven years. When the property changed hands
the new compan}^ transferred him to Boston Run colliery, and there
he followed the blacksmith trade about seven years, at the expiration
of which he was placed in charge of the machinery at the Indian
Ridge colliery. After being thus employed about seven years he engaged in business for himself, as a huckster, beginning operations
with one horse and w^agon. He finally opened a small store in Shenandoah and the same was placed in charge of his wife, while he

—
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loniimicil to make sales from his wajjoii.
He
to oiK-n a j;iMKTal groci-i^p* and provision store,
tniiitling

wliicli

lie

llten

made

his

riii.illy

and

foiiiul

lu-

piir-

hiisincss headquarters

lias mucc renio<leled and eidarped, making the same
He has hiiilt up a larRc and snhserve Uith as store and residence.
stantial enterprise and is known as one of the rcliahle and honoral>le
Me has been a member of Rescue hook
nu-rchants of Shenandoah.
and ladder company since iS"'*. and lias proven a most alile tncmlx-r
in p«ditics he maintains an independent attiof the fire department,
tude, and he and his family are communicants of the Catholic church,
Mr. IMoppert's two
Ix'ing identilicd with the Holy Family parish.
brothers. Leonard and William, served in the German army durinp
the I-'ranco-Fnissian war. Leonard is nr>w operating his father's old
blacksmith shop in Germany, and William died in Pottsvillc, Pa.,
he was lK>rn March ,^i, 1848, and was a hoteI-keci>er
July 17. IQOI
The only
in Pottsville for a inimlx-r of years |)rior to his death.
sister of Mr. Plopjiert is a member of the Catholic sisterhood of
Her relipious name is Sister Willulmina, and she is
St. Francis.
now teaching in the parochial school of Holy Trinity church at CoWithin the first year after coming to
lumbia. Lancaster county.
America Mr. Ploppcrt saved enough money to pay the passage of
his brother and sister to the United States, and for some time the
Aug. 21, 1877, was solemnized
three lived together in Shenandoah.
the marriage of Mr. Ploppert to Miss Annie Wcweler. who was Ixjrn
at Ashland. Schuylkill county, a daughter of Joseph and .Annie C.
(Falhrick) Wcwclcr, both of whom were born and reared in Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Ploppcrt became the parents of seven children
Catherine, Joseph, Caroline. John. William, Arsenius, and Leo. CaroThe other children all remain at
line and John died in childhood.
the parental home, and Joseph, William and .\rscnius are employed
in connection with their father's business.
Poi^z, Frederick, Sr., who has rendered efficient service as a
member of the board of county poor directors of Schuylkill county,
He was horn in Bavaria,
is a well-known business man of Pottsville.
Germany, Dec. 13, 1841. He immigrated to .Xmerlca, and located
His parents and family remained
in Pottsville, Pa.. March 12. 1867.
in their native coimtry. where his mother died in 1878. and his father
A brother, whose
in 1905. at the advanced acfc of eighty-seven years.
name was Valentine, died in Bavaria the same year of the father's
death.
A sister, named Henrietta, is living at the old family home.
Mr. Portz was married in Pottsville, in 1871. to Miss Lucinda Clare,
who was bom in this town in 1S51. They became the parents of
Frederick, the eldest, has been a salesman and foreseven children
man in Bright's hardware store in Pottsville for seventeen years;
George is employed in his father's business Valentine and Eddie
died within the same week Katherine became the wife of Howard
Menweilcr. who was killed in a railroad accident in 1905. and they
had two children. Carl and Catherine another daughter, Mrs. Frederick Eei^et, resides in Mahanov City, where her husband is a mer-
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chant; Ilarry C. is a student in civil engineering, with the PhiladelFrederick Portz,
phia & Reading comiany, for the last four years.
fermenting department of
Sr., was employed as foreman of the
Yucngling's brewery for fourteen years. lie engaged in the li'iuor
business in 1881, and has continued at the same stand, No. 122 North
In 1902 he was the Democratic
Center street, until the present.
candidate for the office of director of the poor and was elected to fill
a vacancy for one year. He was re-elected in 1903 for a three years'
term. During the autumn of 1906 he accepted a nomination for the
same office at the hands of the "Lincoln party," but was defeated at
the polls, as were all the party's candidates in the county. Mr. Portz
is a member of Ilayden Lodge, No. 44, Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, of which he is a past grand. He is also a member of the
Humane fire company. He and his family are members of the German Lutheran church.
Powers, Rev. James F., D. D. This distinguished divine has
been a resident of Pottsville for more than twenty-two years, and
so closely have his life and character been linked with the history
of Trinity Episcopal church that neither is complete without mention
of the other. Dr. Powers came to Pottsville in 1885, from the Church
of the Advent, Philadelphia, which he had served as rector during
the preceding twelve years. He was then in the full vigor of mature
manhood, and entered at once heartily upon the arduous work to
which he had been called. Trinity church, with its attendant missions
and large congregation, required unremitting labor upon the part of
After
its rector, and Dr. Powers was ambitious beyond his strength.
a successful rectorate of eighteen years, disabled by rheumatism,
which so crippled him as to render it impossible for him to discharge
the full duties of his office, he resigned as rector, and was made
rector emeritus, in charge of the pulpit, which position he has held
for more than five years, preaching every Sunday though unable to
get in and out of the pulpit without help. Dr. Powers was born in
Springfield, Vt., Nov. 28, 1836.
He comes of an old New England
famil}^ whose founder, Walter Powers, came to this country in 1654.
His grandfather, A.sahel Powers, served three years as a soldier in
the army which fought for American independence. His father saw
Dr. Powers is a son of William B. and
service in the war of 1812.
Sally Eveleth (Bellmap) Powers.
His mother dying before he was
three years old, he found a home among relatives and friends until,
at the age of thirteen, he was thrown upon his own resources.
His
earliest ambition was to gain a college education.
This ambition, by
hard work, many privations and the kindly help of friends, he was
Pursuing his preparatory studies at Phillips Exeter
able to realize.

—

academy and

the Lewiston Falls academy, he graduated from Tufts
college in 1861
from this institution, in addition to the degrees in
course, he received the honorary degree of Sacrje Theologije Doctor.
The Pennsylvania military academy conferred upon him the degree
of Doctor of Divinity. He was ordained to the ministry of the Universalist church in 1863, and became pastor of a church in Cambridge,
;
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to the vicinity of Jciikinlovvn, where she still resides; Mary P. is now
Mrs. Jficob Serrill, of I'hiladelphia, where her husband is a coal

operator.
Pribula, Michael, dealer in jjeneral merchandise at .Shenandoah,
is a native of the yVustro-Mungarian empire, having been ijorn in the
Jn 1881 he came to /\menca, located
city of Kashau, Se])t. 22, 1863.
at .Shenandoah and found em]jloyment as a slate-picker, at a salary
of five dollars a week. From this position he jjassed to outside work
about the mines, where he continued until March, 1887, when he
opened a saloon, which was the beginning of his present successful
establishment. From that time his ])rogress has been steadily upward.
Beginning on a small scale, he has increased his stock year by year
until he now carries a comjjlete line of groceries, provisions, clothing
He owns the building in
for working men, dry goods, notions, etc.
which his store is located, and which also contains dwelling rooms
and a saloon. In addition to this building and his stock of goods, he

owns some valuable property

at Berwick, Pa., all of which has been
accumulated by his industry, sound business judgment and skillful
management. Fie is connected with a number of financial institutions
of the county, being a stockholder in the Merchants' National hank
and the Shenandoah Trust Company, of .Shenandoah. He is also a
stockholder in the Shenandoah Electric Light, Heat and Power Company, the People's Electric Heat and Power Company of Mahanoy
City, and a bondholder in the Schuylkill Railway Company and the
Home Brewing Company, of Shenandoah he has also invested in
other railway bonds. Mr. Pribula is a Democrat in his political convictions and takes an active interest in promoting the cause of his
party.
Fie and his family are members of St. Stephen's Catholic
church, which is attached to the First Catholic Slavonian union, with
a membership of 45,000 people. In connection with his church work
Mr. Pribula is identified with several beneficial societies, notably St.
Stephen's, St. John the Baptist, and St. Demeter, a Greek society.
Of the first two societies he is president, and he is likewise trustee
In 1884 he married Miss
and treasurer of St. Stephen's church.
Lizzie Kmetz, a native of the same localitv as himself, and they
have three sons and three daughters living and four children deceased.
Those living are
Michael, who married Miss Marv Sabol, of Shamokin. Pa., a native of Austria, and who is employed in his father's
store
Mary, wife of Szilard Hosza and Elizabeth. William. Frank
and Susie, all living at home and attending school.
Price, David John, M. D., a prominent Homeopathic physician
and surgeon at Shenandoah, was born at Ashland, this countv, Jan.
His parents were John J. and Ann (Reese) Price, the
17, 1874.
former of whom was a native of \\^ales, where he was born in i\Iay,
1850. He came to America in young manhood, locating- first at Lansford and then in Ashland. When he came to Shenandoah it was to
operate for John B. Price a branch store, which he subsequently
purchased and conducted imder his own name for thirtv years. The
doctor is the onlv child born to his father's first marriage, and after
;
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mother's death the father marricil Miss Sarah Ann Parry, who
bore to liim four chil<lron, of wliom tlicrc is but one survivor.
The
subject of this skctcli received his preparatory education in tlic
schi>ols of Ashland and Sheiiandi>ah. >jra«luatinjj at the higli school
in tlie latter place in the class of i.*<f).V
In the fall of the same year
he matriculated at the Mahnemami medical coUef^e of Philadelphia,
havinp prcviiin><ly read for some time under the tuition of Dr. J. S.
KistUr.
In May. iH>tj, he was Rranted the ilefjree of Doctor of
Medicine by that institution and in the fall of the year returned to
Shenatidi\ih to enRa^e in the practice of his profession.
He has
built up a larpc and lucrative practice and has established an excellent
reputation for himself amonp the members of his profession.
Dr.
Price is a member of the Hahnemann college alumni association and
of the county and state medical associations.
In his religious adherency he is a member of the Metho«list Kpiscopal church and is a
stanch Republican in his ]M-)|iticnl views, although he has never aspired
to office. Atip. 22. 1006, he married Harriet W'asley Jones, daughter
of John R. and Martha Jones, of Shenandoah. Her father was born
in Wales and her mother in Schuylkill county. Pa..
In a fraternal
way he is pronnnent in the Royal .\rcanum, being examiner and state
deputy gran<I regent, and the Independent Order of Orld Fellows,
being the past noble grand, also one of the trustees of John \V. Stokes
Lodge, No. 515. of .*^lienandoali. The doctor is also a member of
the county board of United States pension examiners, the office being
located in Pottsville.
Price, William J., is a popular and well known business man of
Shenandoah, w here he conducts a well appointed hotel, at the corner
of Coal and Main streets. He was born in Ringtown. this county,
Aug. 28. i8r>4. and is a son of William J. and Lydia Price. His
father was likewise born in Pennsylvania and was of Welsh descent.
He loyally tendered his services in defense of the Union when the
Civil war was inaugurated, becoming a member of the 48th Pennsylvania volunteer infantry.
He was killed in the battle of Cold
Harlx>r. June 3, 1864. Of his two children the subject of this sketch
is the younger, having been born three months after the death of
the father.
The widowed mother later became the wife of .Amos
Hauser. of Ringtown. C)f the second marriage one son was born,
Oliver Hauser. who is now a resident of Ringtown.
Both Mr. and
Mrs. Hauser continued to reside in Ringtown until their death. Mr.
Price's sister is the wife of William H. Reinbold. of .Mlentown, Pa.
Tlie subject of this review was reared to the sturdy discipline of the
farm and was afforded the advantages of the public schools of Ringtown. He remained at home until he had attained the age of twenty
years, and it may consistently be said that he reveres the memory of
his step-father, who was as solicitous and indulgent as could have
been an own father. Mr. Price followed various occupations prior
to engaging in the hotel business, in which he has met with gratifying success. Price's hotel has accommodations for twenty-five boarders, and at the time of this writing the house is being enlarged and
tJic
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Mr. Price is independOrder of the Sons of America
and witli tlie local camp of Sons of Veterans. He and his family
hold the faith of the Lutheran church. Dec. 23, 1883, Mr. Price was
united in marriage to Miss Sydney E. Singley, daughter of Joseph
and Elizabeth (Benninger) Singley, both natives of Pennsylvania.
The father was engaged in the work of the blacksmith trade as a
young man and for twenty-eight years he conducted a hotel at Slabtown, this county.
He is now living retired at Nuremberg, this
They became the parents of
county, his wife having died in 1900.
one son and eight daughters Sarah (deceased), Catherine, Miranda,
Emma, Lucy, Sydney Elizabeth, Alice, Minerva, and Christian. Mr.
and Mrs. Price have two children. Daisy May is now the wife of
James Davis, who conducts the livery business in connection with
the Price hotel, and they have one daughter, Dorothy Elizabeth.
Harvey Alexander, the younger of the children, is a student in the
state normal school at Kutztown.
Purcell, James C, a native of Cass township, Schuylkill county.
He is the eldest son of Patrick and
Pa., was born Dec. 30, 1844.
Otherwise improved (June, 1907).
ent and

is

afiiliateil

vvitli

tiie

in politics

i'atriutic

—

Mary
in the

Purcell, early settlers of the county, who estabhshed a home
Heckscheryille valley as early as 1840. They were natives of

The father was a miner by occupation.
died in July, 1873, at the age of sixty years. The mother died
at the age of seventy-six.
Of a family of eleven children born to
.these parents, but four are now living.
Tiie others are Martin E.,
who is a mine foreman for the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron
Compan}' at Bear Valley colliery, near Shamokin
Mrs. Joanna
Lynch, who resides with her husband and family at Elmira, N. Y.
and Mrs. Margaret Brennan, who lives at Scranton, Pa. The subject of this article has spent the greater portion of his life in educational work.
His early opportunities were not the best, but by close
application and hard study he acquired a good common school education, which was supplemented by attendance at a night school for
several years and finally by a course at the state normal school at
Kutztown.
He began teaching in 1864, and filled the position of
principal of the East Ward schools in Mahanoy City for six years,
earning and justly meriting the reputation of a first-class educator
and disciplinarian. At this time the schools "north of the mountain"
were not under close supervision by the county superintendent, owing
to the difficulty of reaching them, and because of a multiplicity of
other work in connection with the office.
Teachers in the country
and mining districts were often as tardy in attendance as some of
their pupils, and it appears that time was sometimes charged when
school was not in session.
To obviate this, and other irregularities,
the county superintendent, by virtue of law, selected a superintendent
for the district then embraced within Mahanov township, including
the present boroughs of Gilberton and Frackville. The school board
of Mahanoy township, who, had the appointing power, was composed
of three Democrats and three Republicans, hence it was barred from
County Kilkenny, Ireland.

He
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preferences.
At the re(iuest of the scli(X)l directurs i>l Maiianoy tnwnship the county snitcrinteiulent was ein|»o\vercil. as |)cr
resolutions of tlic scIiik)I lioard. to select a coinjictent teacher as district snjH-rintendent for the schools of the said town-hip.
.As tlierc
were several teachers in the t<»wn>ihi|i closely coiniected to the majority of the directors it was deemed prudent to have the ilisirict
sniHTintentlent selected from tiie teacluT> outside of the town-hi]) of
Mahanoy. Jesse Newlin, who was the comity superintendent of the
schools of Schuylkill county, recommended Mr. rnrcell as com|>etent
and well r|ualitied to fill the |X)sition of district superintendent of the
-scluxils of Mahanoy township, and Mr. I'tircell was accordingly confirmed hy the lH>ard of directors.
The school «listrict of the townshij) at the close of the term for several years pri<ir to the a]i|)ointment of a district superintendent was in deht, hut at the close of the
first and sul)se(|uent years of
Mr. Purceils supervision there was
each year a nice halance in the scho<il district treasury. The schools
throuphout the township made steady anrl rapid progress, so nmch
so that the good work was highly commended hy the county superintendent. Jesse Newlin.
The "Molly Maguires" were in active o|)cration iluring this time, and in traveling over his district Mr. I'urcell
fre<|uently came in contact with some of the hajid.
In fact, on one
or two iKcasions he was in closer relations with them than he thought
conducive to Ijodily .safety or peace of mind. He also witnessed some
of the depredations of this lawless hand while he was a resident of
Shenandoah, engaged in teaching there an«l at Gilherton, where he
was employed for seven years, after It-aving the office of district
superintendent.
Mr. rnrcell has always heen an advocate of higher
fpialifications in teachers, and correspoulingly higher emolutnents
for services rendered.
During the summer vacations for two or three
years after retiring from the superinter.dcncy he conducted normal
schoiils at Frackville anrl (iiilherton. thus affording teachers at tho.se
jxiints the advantages of necessary professional training at their own
homes. Mr. I'urcell was horough superintendent of schools at Shenandoah for three years, and was employed as principal of the schools
of Ciillierton in the spring of 1881. at which time he decided to accept
the nomination on the Democratic ticket for the oflic of register of
wills and clerk of the orphans' court, a jiosition to which he was
clecte<l at the general election of 1881.
.Xftcr serving three years in
this position he was appointed liv Judge Tershing to do some special
work in several of the county offices, and about three years passed ere
this work was entirely completed.
He served one term as a meml)er
of the Slienandi'>ah school Iward during the period of his teaching at
Gilberton. these being the only offices to which he has since aspired.
In the year 180T he was offered a jxjsition as teacher of the Boys*
Catholic high school of Philadelphia, by the superintendent of schools.
Rev. Dr. Fisher, on the recommendation of Rev. John J. Hickey. at
one time a pupil of his. This position he was compelled to decline
The subject of this
because of circumstances beyond his control.
article has been twice married, first on Feb. 22. 1873, to Miss Sarah
|K>litical
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Molian, daughter of Charles and Aresta (Reed) Mohan. Four sons
bcjrn to this union, of .wlioni two died in infancy and two are
The last named is a salesliving, Ciiarles A., at home, and Joseph V.
man by occui)ation. He is a young man of liberal education and fine
business qualifications. He is a graduate of the Pottsville high school,
attended Georgetown (D. C.) college, and was three years a student
Mrs. Purcell died March I, 1882.
at the University of Pennsylvania.
Nov. 23, 1893, Mr. Purcell was united in marriage with Miss Mary F.
McConnell, of Pottsville. Five sons have been born to this union
Alphonsus Carpenter, James A., George Vincent, William Stratton,
and Francis Clare. The family are members of St. Patrick's Roman
Catholic church. Mr. Purcell has been engaged in the life insurance
business since 1890. At present he is the representative of the ManHe has been suchattan Life, and the Fidelity Casualty Company.
cessful as a business man, and is entitled to great credit for his
achievements in life, particularly on account of the pluck and determination displayed in his efforts for self-education under adverse circumstances. His record in this respect is a worthy object-lesson to
the struggling youth under like conditions.
Radziewicz, Charles, proprietor of the Eagle hotel at Shenandoah, was born in Russian Poland, July 25, 1852. In 1871 he came
to America and for three years he was employed in the iron works
at Pittsburg, puddling and rolling.
He then removed to Mahanoy
City, where he worked in the mines until 1885, when he established a
general store on' South Main street, Shenandoah.
Subsequently he
removed to East Center street, where his store was burned June i,
1895, and in the fire he lost everything, even to the clothing of himself and family.
The fire occurred on Saturday and by the following
Tuesday his creditors sent him, without his order or solicitation, a
large stock of goods and the business was immediately reopened. In
August, 1895, he bought the Eagle hotel property and before the
close of the year he retired from the mercantile business entirely.
The hotel is a three-story brick building, with twenty rooms, is well
equipped with modern appliances, and is doing a good business. In
connection he ha= a fine bar, which also enjoys a liberal patronage.
Mr. Radziewicz is a member of the societies of St. Paul, St. John the
Baptist, and the Guards of St. Casimir the Prince, in the last named
of which he holds the office of major, and with his family he belongs
to St. George's Lithuanian Roman Catholic church.
He is a Republican in his party affiliations, but can hardly be teemed an active
politician.
On Oct. 18, 1879, he was married to Miss Dora Karcziewski, a native of Poland, who came with her parents to Mahanoy
Plane in her childhood. There were eleven children
Annie, Joseph,
Mary, Edward. Regina, Pauline, Julia and Lercadia are living, and
Casimir, Amelia and Johnnie are dead. The eldest son is employed in
the department of mines at the state capital. The other children live
at home with their parents.
Ramonat, Simon A., is one of the influential and honored citizens
of Lithuanian birth residing in the borough of Shenandoah, where he
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inciiinlKnt o( the office of justice of the peace.
In ihc diteri>t (|iu-.sti(in> of ]inhlic |Milicy, nuiiiicipahlic.s as well as nations
occasionally nnderjjo revcilntions in |>olitics.
In the election which
is

tniiintion

brought Mr. Kamonat to his present office the Ixirough of Shenandimli
passed through a i>olitical contest of a niagnituiie assuniing the proportions of a hotly contested naticmal campaign, so far as li>cal interMr. Ranmnat was made llie staiidar<l-l>carer of
est was concerneil.
the Citizens' ticket fur the <>lTice uf justice of tlie peace.
was between the "ins" and the "r)Uts" for the control of

The
tlie

contest

borough

and the battle of ballots was fought strictly along this line.
Charges and counter-charges were made with prodigal liberality,
and the contending forces were arrayed, "|Killed"' and fitted for the
fray weeks iKl'ore the final test.
)n election day every available rig
liut the fijiposin the town was called into service at fabulous prices.
ing forces, though intensely active an<l alert, were ge?ierally orderly
and law-abi<liiig. The "outs" won the day ami captured munici])al
control of the lK)rough. It is not within the province of this work to
decide the questions in controversy, or to do more than simply to
mention the matter as an occurrence in which the subject of thi.s
sketch was one of the princi|)al actors. That Mr. Ramonat was nominated and elected in recognition of his special fitness and eligibility
for the place is abundantly shown by thenewspajier comments u])on
his high character as a citizen and successful business man.
Hut his
offices,

(

election also gives recognition to a large class of foreign-born citiwho readily adapt themselves to conditions existing in .America
and promptly conform to the customs of well ordered citizenship.
Their iiulustry. frugality and intelligence soon place them in |K)si-

zens

and definite prosperity. Mr. Ramonat was born
Lithuania. Russia. .^e])t. 30, i86(^. and is a s<jn of .\dam and .Martha Ramonat. the former of whom was born in Germany aufl the
latter in Lithuania.
The paternal grandfather was of jerman birth
and was a Lutheran in his religious faith. .\dam Ramonat died when
the subject of this sketch was but three years of age. anri his widow
still resides
in Lithuania.
Of the seven children the only one in
America is he whose name initiates this article, the others having
remained in their native land. Mr. Ramonat attended the schools of
Lithuania until he had attained the age of fifteen years, when he
Severed the home ties and valiantly set forth, alone and without financial reinforcement, to seek home and fortune in the L'nited States.
He came at once to Schuylkill county. Pa., and took up his residence
in Shenandoah, where he has since maintained his home and where
he has won substantial success and made for himself an enviable
reputation.
For the first two years he was employefl al)out the mines
and in the meanwhile he put forth every effort to familiarize himself
with the English language.
He then showed his ambition and appreciation by entering the Shenandoah business college, in which he
tions of independence
in

(

completed a thorough course and was graduated in 1895. .After leaving school he was employed as driver of a delivery wagon for a
gfTocery for one year, and was then promoted to a clerkship in the
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employ of the great meat-packing house

Armour & Co., of Chicago, and he lias been a salesman
company in this section of Pennsylvania since that year.
of

for this

In 1904

he was the candidate of the Democratic party of the county for rep-

He polled the full vote of his
resentative in the state legislature.
party hut met overthrow in the avalanche of votes which gave RooseMr. Ramonat still
velt about half a million majority in the state.
retains his position with Armour & Co., but is giving a most careful
and able administration of the oiifice of justice of the peace. He has
been notary of the public since 1905, and also has the agency for a
number of standard fire and life insurance companies. It may be
inferred that he is a busy man, but he is well fortified in capacity for
details and in marked energy and administrative ability, so that nothing is neglected that demands his attention. He has been a close and
appreciative student and reader all his mature life and has surrounded
He is master of six
himself with the best of standard literature.
languages, in each of which he is able to read, write and converse.
He serves as a medium of communication between the local Lithuanian people and their relatives and friends in the mother countr}',
and his countrymen place inviolate confidence in him, coming to him
for advice and instruction. He is a stanch advocate of the principles and policies of the Democratic party and he and his family
are communicants of the Lithuanian Catholic church in Shenandoah.
He is a member of the Knights of Columbus, the Society of St. John
the Baptist, and the Phoenix Fire Company.
In 1895 Mr. Ramonat
was united in marriage to Miss Margaret McCuskey, who was born
and reared in Shenandoah, and they have two children Harold and
Evelyn.
Ramsay, William Potts. This well known attorney at Mahanoy
City was born at Bloomsburg, Columbia county, Pa., Dec. 24, 1852.
He is a son of John Ramsay, a native of Coatesville. Chester county,

—

—

and Mary A.

(Downing) Ramsay, who was born

in

Orwigsburg,

Schuylkill county.
Mr. Ramsa}' received a liberal education and
chose the legal profession as his life work.
He was admitted to
practice in the Schuylkill couii'ty courts in October, 1881, and has been
in continuous practice here since.
He has been successful as a lawyer
and sustains a high standing among his colleagues at the Schuylkill
county bar. Mr. Ramsay has always affiliated with the Republican
party and has taken an active interest in the supremacy of his party's
principles.
He has never aspired to public office, but has devoted
his time and talents to his professional work. He has been twice married, first to Miss Bess Day Ramsay, daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (Day) Ramsay, of Chester county. Pa. She died in 1887, leaving two children, Kenneth and Malcolm. The elder son died in January, 1907.
He was a bright and promising young man, and his
untimely death was greatly deplored.
The other son born to this
union is a student in civil engineering, and, incidentally, is assisting
his father in the details of office work.
The second marriage of Mr.
Ramsay occurred in 1889, when Mrs. Jessie E. Haas became his wife.
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James L. and Harriet G.

(llanscll) Rowley.
union is Miss Jessie.
The family arc
I'reshytcrians in relijjious views.
Mr. Kamsay is a member of Maliano\ Cny I.oilne, No. 095, Benevolent and I'rolective < )rder of lilks.
Raush, James, ileccaseil, wa.s a son of Altraham and Mary Long)
Raush, and was born in Maiden Creek townshi|), Lkrks county, Pa.,
Sept. i.i, 1837.
His paternal praiulfather, wh-j wa* Ixirn in Hesse,
Germany, came to the United States alxmt the year 1790, and located
in what is now known as Maiden Creek township, Berks county.
Ikwas a farmer after he came to this country, and was a very inthKiitial man in the vicinity where he lived.
His son .Abraham was born
in the old homestead, in Berks county, in 181 1, and died in the same
townshi]i. in 1848.
He al.so was a farmer by occupation. He had
eight children, four sons and four daughters.
After his death his
wife and children removed to .Auburn, .Schuylkill cotmty, where .Mrs.
Raush died in if<84, at the age of sixty-tive years. James Raush, the
subject of this sketch, was twelve years old when his mother and the
family moved to Auburn. He attended the public scho<^ls and passed
his boyhood in Auburn.
In 1862 he became a brakeman on the
Schuylkill & Susquehaima railroad, now the Philadelphia & Reading.
He was later promoted to the jKtsition of engineer and contiiuied as
such until 1877. when he became owner and proprietor of the St.
Elmo hotel in .Auburn, which he conducted until 1888. In connection
with the hotel he kept a feed store, coal yard an<l grocery store. He
continued in the latter business after selling the hotel. He was marThose living are Peter, Munried in 1860, and had twelve children.
roe, Caroline, Katherine, David. Laura, Lillie, Enoch, and .Annie. James
Raush died Jan. 13, 1904. In 1897 he was appointed postmaster,
which position he held until his death. Enoch, his youngest son, is
now acting postmaster and has charge of all his father's former business.
He was educated in the .Auburn schools and at the age of
eighteen became associated with his father in the feed and coal business. He married Elizabeth Long, daughter of Jeremiah and .Amanda
To this union one
(Boyer) Long, of .Auburn, on Feb. 23, 1902.
daughter. Katherine, has been born. Enoch Raush has been borough
auditor, and was elected to the position by the Republican party, with
which he is affiliated. He has also served as judge of elections at
difFcrciit tiiiicf.
The family belongs to the Reforined church.
Reber, Henry Albert, is one of the prominent business men of the
younger generation in his native borough of Schuylkill Haven, where
he was born Nov. 27, 1874. and where he is one of the stockholders
of Meek & Company, manufacturers of underwear. He is one of the
executive officers of the concern and gives the major part of his attention to its affairs.
Mr. Reber is a son of George Washington and
Anetta (.Achabach) Reber. both of whom were likewise born in
the former in South Manheim township, in 1834,
Schuylkill county
and the latter in Wayne township, in 1836. The father served as a
member of a Pennsylvania regiment in the Civil war, taking part in
many engagements and living up to the full tension of the great conSlu-

i-

The

only child

a

<l;ui>,'lilcr

of

l)i>rn

to this

(

—
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He was wounded
throiigli which tlic Union was perpetuated.
while in the service but continued with his rcf(iment until the close
He and his
of the war, when he received his honorable discharge.
His principal vocation in life was that of
wife are now deceased.
boat-builder.
Henry Albert Rebcr, the immediate subject of this review, was educated in the pul)lic schools of his native town and has
here maintained his home from the time of his birth. Here also he
has risen to success and prestige as an enterprising business man
and loyal and patriotic citizen. He is a stanch supporter of the beneficent principles and policies of the Prohibition party and has been an
active worker in its cause.
He served one term as chairman of the
county board of executive officers, held the office of county treasurer
for four terms, and in 1904 he was a presidential elector on the Prohibition ticket of the state. At the inception of the Spanish-American
war Mr. Reber showed his patriotism and loyalty by enlisting as a
private in Company F, 4th Pennsylvania volunteer infantry, on April
28, 1898, and he received his honorable discharge at the close of the
war. His command was held in reserve and was not called into action
in the field.
Mr. Reber is identified with the Young Men's Christian
Association, the Sons of Temperance, and the Patriotic Order of the
Sons of America, and in 1905-6 he was president of the Schuylkill
county Christian Endeavor union. Both he and his wife are devoted
and zealous members of the Reformed church. July 12, 1900, Mr.
Reber was united in marriage to Miss Emma Irene Fry, daughter of
Valentine and Amelia (Liebensberger) Fry, of Schuylkill Haven, and
the children of the union are John William, Paul Valentine, and June
Sarah.
Reed, Elmer P., son of Henry R. and Sarah (Heffner) Reed, was
born at Reedsville, Wayne township, on Jan. 6, 1874. He attended
the public schools until he was sixteen years of age, after which he
flict

went to work in the Lawrence & Brown collier}^, at Frackville, this
county, being thus employed for two years. He then returned to the
farm of his grandfather, for whom he worked until the death of his
grandfather, a year later. Henry R. Reed, the father of the subject
of this sketch, then purchased the farm from the estate and Elmer
continued to be associated with his father in its operation until 1899,
when he moved to Auburn, Pa. At this place he was emploj^ed in
firing the boilers for the Delaware Seamless Tube Company for three
years. In 1902 he returned to Wayne township, where he first rented
and then, in 1906, bought the old family homestead of the Reed
family, where he now resides.
The estate is the one on which the
family first located and has been in the family for many years. Mr.
Reed was married, Aug. 26, 1893, to Miss Carrie Reed, daughter of
Franklin T. Reed, of Wayne township.
To this union have been
born three children: Guy S., Edna A. (deceased), and Marion L.
Mr. Reed is a member of the local organization of the Patriotic Order
of the Sons of America at Friedensburg of the Masonic fraternity,
at Cressona, and is also a Granger.
In politics he is a Republican,
and he has been inspector of elections several times. The family be;

Y
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Mr. Keeil has

I'.vanjjflical

Wayne town-

church of Rcrdsville,

— Katie,

wife of Nathan l'"alil,
of Reaihn)j; I'.llen .\., wile of Jerennali Menj{le. of Rock, .^chnylkill
count) an>l Ma. wife of Uliver Mover, of Western I'ort. Mil.
Reed, Irvin A., prosccntinjj attorney of Schuylkill county, was
l)»>rn i>n a farm in Wayne township, this county and was educated
ship.

tliree sisters hvin>;

;

in the pul>lic scIuh>1s
ateil

in

from

tiie last

and

named

at

Kutztown normal

school.

He was gra<luMe enpajjcd

institution in the class of i8')4.

teachin^j in his native township for three years

ami was principal

)utwood schinds for a like perioil. He studied
law in the office of the late Nicholas liehlich, F.s(|., and was a<lmitted
to the har in January. i8<^^.
He was a flelejjate to the Democratic
state convention at r,ric. in i(yo2.
Mr. Reed was elected to the state
legislature in i<)0.3. and he was the inianimous choice of his |)arty
convention as the nominee for the office of district attorney in utoSIn Novemher of the same year he was electe<l. and is now serving; the
second year of his term.
Reed, Jacob D., who is successfully enpa^ed in the knittin^j busi-

of

tlie

I-".I1w<:hi<1

(now

(

)

ness in Schuylkill Haven, was liorn in Wayne township, this county,
May i). 1S57, a son of IClias and Christiana (Deitert) Reed. Mis
education was a limited one. his opjiortunities being limited to some
of the courses afforded by the common schools of the county.
For
the lirsi nineteen years of his life he lived under the parental rof)f,
working on his father's farm. Atwut 1876 he cainc to Schuylkill
Maven and entered the employ of William Hecker to learn the shoemakers' trade. He continued in this vocation for eighteen years and
then, in i8<i5, he formed a partnership with John .A. Howen in the
knitting business. In i<kx) a third partner, Moses Leininger. was taken
into the firm, and later in the same year Mr. Bowen retired, disjxjsing
of his interest to Messrs. Leininger and Reed, who have since been
at the head of the concern, which has been paying good dividends
and has become one of the leading industries of the Iwrough. Jan. 8,
1885. Mr. Reed was united in marriage to Miss Emma E. Wommcr,
To this union
a daughter of Jacob Wommer. of Wayne township.
two sons, Ivan W. and Willis E.. have l)een born. The Reeds are
all workers in the United Evangelical church, of which they are most
devout members. In politics Mr. Reed is a Republican. Some idea
of the high regard in which he is held by his fellow-citizens and
ncighlxirs may be judged from the fact that he is now serving bis
fifteenth successive year in the office of assessor.
Reed, John H., of Roedersville, Washington township. Schuylkill
county, is a son of Elias and Christiana (Deitert) Reed, and was born
Dec. 2, 1855. His lather was born in Wayne townsjiip. and followed
fanning all bis life: he died in 1889 at the age of filly-foiir years.
The mother is still living on the old homestead in Wayne township.
John, the subject of this sketch, is the second son of a family of four
sons and six daughters. Wallace, the oldest son, died at the age of
four years, and Emma, the oldest daughter, died when she was about
Those who attained maturity are John H., Jacob D.,
six years old.

on
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Mary E., Elizabeth A., George C, Sallic G., and Susan P.
the wife of A. D. Su])cr, of Wayne townshi(>; Mary married
Louis Stahler, and died June 3, 1895; Elizabeth is the widow of
Francis M. Lnckeiibill, of -Wayne township; Sallie is married to
Howard S. Mengle, of Wayne township; Susan is the wife of Howard
D. Becker, also of Wayne township, formerly of Brunswick township, this county.
John H. was educated in the Wayne township
schools.
At the age of fifteen years he left school to help his father
on the farm, and he again attended school for a short time when he
was twenty years of age. May 24, 1877, when he was twenty-two, he
was married to Miss Alice Berger, daughter of Henry Berger, of
Schuylkill Haven, and he continued working for wages on his father's
farm for two years thereafter. He then rented a farm froin his
uncle for two years, after which he rented one in Cressona for
four years.
At the expiration of his lease he bought the farm on
which he now resides. This was in 1888, and the farm has been his
home ever since, with the exception of one year which he spent in
Schuylkill Haven.
Mr. and Mrs. Reed have had five children, four
of whom are living. Charles, the oldest son, died in infancy. Those living are Irene M., wife of Charles E. Brown, of Washington township
Delia L., wife of Irvin Strouthour, of Pine Grove, formerly of Washington township and Anna C. and George E., both living at home.
Mr. Reed is a charter member of Camp No. 264, Patriotic Order of
the Sons of America.
In politics he is a Republican, and although
The
repeatedly urged to run for office he has always declined.
family are members of the United Evangelical church and attend the
church at Friedensburg. Mr. Reed has been superintendent of the
Sunday school for six years, and was also steward of the church for
some time. Mr. Reed is an enthusiastic farmer, finding great pleasure
in the tilling of the soil, and believing that both he and his farm belong to God. He is a conscientious and God-fearing man. and lives
his life according to the Golden Rule, doing good to others and living
for service and believing that the talents that God has given him are
to be used for the upbuilding of righteousness. His life has been one
of varied experiences, with its seasons of loss and of prosperity,', but
through all he has maintained the even tenor of his way, believing
that steady devotion to one line of business is more likely to result
in advancement than if a man's energy is dissipated in half a dozen
different enterprises.
Reed, Thomas M., justice of the peace at Frackville. was born at
Port Carbon. Schuylkill county, May 14. 1862. his parents. Obadiah
and Catherine (Bensinger) Reed, both being natives of that county.
The paternal grandfather of Thomas ^I. Reed was a farmer and
wheelwright of West Brunswick township, and the maternal grandfather was a shoemaker at Orwigsburg.
Obadiah Reed learned the
trade of pattern-maker in his youth and followed that occupation for
many years in Schuylkill county, living for more than half a century
at Port Carbon.
The last five years of his life were spent at AllenAnnie
Annie

R.,

is

:

;

;
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town, Pa., where lie
He ami Ills wife were

Marcli 31, 1907, .igcil iiincJy-fonr years.
parents of the fcillowiiijj chiMren
I'rancis,
wh«> was killed at tin- battle of Shelhyville. Tenn., June ^~, iSfi^; ICli,
Mary, aiul llmily, now deceased Charles \V., David A. and Thonias
M.. still living.
Thomas M. Keed was reared in his native county
and received his education in the puhlic schools. Seleetinj; the tailor's
trade for a vocation, he prailuated in Mitchells cutting; .school in
t88j, and in i8iV'i established himself as a merchant tailor and furnisher in Frackville. also handlinp sewing machines in connection
with his business.
His skill as a cutter sonu brought him a good
trade and he continued in this line of activity until iS<h*<, when he was
elected justice of the in-ace. which ntVice he still holds.
He is still
interested in the tailoring and furnishing concern that he established.
Mr. Reed is a Republican in his political views, and was elected to
his office as candidate of that party, having previously served one
term as a member of the Frackville council. He was a member and
secretary of the Ixiard of liealth from the time of its organization
until he was elected justice of the peace.
He was one of the founders
of the I'road Mountain building and loan association, of which he
was president for several terms, and of which he has held the office
of secretary since 1898. In religious matters he belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church.
He is a member of District Lodge. Xo. 823,
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of Frackville Frackville Council. No. 828. Junior Order of United .\merican Mechanic";, and I'rackilicd
tl>e

:

;

:

Xo. iC>5'i. Royal Arcanum. ( )n Jan. 4, 1887. .Mr. Reed
marriage to Miss Edith L., daughter of Samuel and
.Vdeline (Robinson) Baynton. of Pottsville. and to this union have
been born four children Catherine. Adeline. Frances and Thomas N.
Reese, Frank C, is the son of the late John Reese, who was
prominent as a division superintendent of the Philadelphia &• Reading Railroad, as a mine superintendent, as an opp<incnt of the "Mollie
Maguire" movement, and in the social and business affairs of the

ville council,

was united

in

—

He and his wife, who in maidenhood was Flower Coclringwere natives of Wales, whence they came to America alxjut 1863,
and established their first home at W'adesville. in this county. John
Reese soon became prominent in mining and railroad circles, and attained to positions of responsibility when the "Molly Maguircs" were
county.
ton.

in

their ascendency.

He was

soon spotted as a

man who

should be

and numerous attempts were made to carry out their nefarious schemes.
At one time three men were detailed from among
"the faithful" to kill him, but he was warned and escaped. He was
fired at on four different occasions, and his clothing pierced with
bullets, but he escaped personal injuries and was finally killed by an
explosion of gas in Kehley Run colliery, in July. 1880. Two other
mine superintendents lost their lives at the .same time. The house of
John Reese was made the headquarters for the law-abiding citizens
of the community, and members of the family were obliged to remain
on upper floors to escape violence from prowling "Mollies" for a
period of seven months.
Frank C. Reese, of this sketch, then a lad
rcTiioved,

;
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rciKkTcd valiant service in the capacity of messenger
boy, warning people of threatened disaster, and conmninicating witli
the officers of the law. His close association with the dangers of the
time, at a period in his life when deep imj^ressions are made, renders
him to-day one of the best authorities on Mollie Maguireism in Schuylkill county.
His mother contracted a second marriage and now lives
in Shenandoah.
I'rank C. Reese was horn at \Vadesville, Schuylkill
county. Pa., on Feb. ii, 1865. He attended the common schools of
his native locality, but his educational career was much abbreviated
by the untimely death of his father. Being but fifteen years old and
the eldest of six small children, he nobly shouldered the responsibiliin kncc-lirocchcs,

He secured
of providing for them and his widowed mother.
employment about the coal-breaker, and in time saved the means of
ties

paying for an eight months' course in Dickinson seminary, at WillAfter returning from school with his efficiency much iniamsport.
creased along- the line of clerical work, he soon established an enviable reputation

among

the officials of the Philadelphia

& Reading

Company, and served as clerk at various collieries operated by this
company. The people of Shenandoah, where he then lived, also recognized his ability and faithfulness, and he was honored with numerous
borough offices, including those of assessor and auditor. Very early in
life he became interested in Soule's shorter methods in mathematics and
soon became an expert accountant, applying methods wholly unknown
to the average clerk, yet reaching a,ccurate solutions of complicated
problems in incredibly short time. This has been a- feature of his
life work.
He was appointed deputy county controller, under Benjamin Severn, in 1894, and served until 1896, in which year he was
elected register of wills and clerk of the orphans' court.
He terminated his service in that office Jan. i, 1901. Since retiring from official life ]\Ir. Reese has turned his attention to the promotion of business enterprises, in which he has had a varied and successful career.
Being quick in discernment, ready in the application of means to ends,
well and favorably known as a man of ability and integrity, business often comes to him without solicitation, and he is "on the
ground floor" in almost every proposed enterprise which is to be
launched. As an evidence of the vast amount of business with which
he has been prominently associated within a few years, it is only neces-

sary to cite the following
He was secretary of the Shenandoah
president of the Kehley Run Ice Company
president and secretary of the Shenandoah Powder Company president of the Black Diamond Powder Company, of Scranton manager
and secretary of the Pottsville Ice and Cold Storage Company manager and secretary of the Snow Shoe Lumber Company manager of
the D. Duffy & Co. Timber and Lumber Company
president and
manager of the G. A. Bitting & Co. Alining and Prop Timber Company manager of the Reese & Brumm Lumber, Building and Supply
Company, limited and secretary and manager of the Anthracite
Lumber Company of Minersville. He was one of the promoters and
owners of the Penn Tobacco Company, of A\'ilkes Barre, and was one
:

Water and Gas Company

;

;

;

:

;

:

;

;
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tl)c i>\viur> of till- claily and weekly l,«>cal. a luwspaiKT at .\>lilaii"l.
Hut while the f<>rej;<>iiip has reference ijriiuipally t^ lltl^ine'^^ enterprises which were <>r^Janize(l ami |)iit into successful operation ami
then sold out, Mr. Reese has also a long list of enterjirises still in
progress, and is backed by iMuindless capital in the furtherance of
many business ventures of which the public knows nothing. He
stan<ls in close relations with the heads nf large and wealthy cor|)orations in distant cities and states, and his business sagacity and versatility are everywhere recognized.
I'rank C. Kee-e was married in
i,*<,sii to
Miss Lizzie (iirton. a ilaughter of John ami Martha iirton.
P.oth parents are deceased.
Mr. and Mrs. Reese
of Shenandoali.

of

(

became the parents of eight children, oidy three of whom arc living.
These are Mabel, born Jan. 3. i8<)i John F., born (.'ct. 13. t8*>2; and
Frank
The deceased chiMren were
Jr.. Imrn Sept. 26. 1000.
lUanche. Hazel. .^a<lie. Ruth anil Margaret, all of whom died in childhooil. the eldest being but eight years old.
Mr. Ree>e is a Republican
in (xditical views and a firm ailherent to the doctrines of his party.
He has always taken an active part in local ])olitics, and is a recog-

C

;

He is a Methodist in religious
nized leader in Republican councils.
sentiments.
Mr. Reese is a member of John W. Stokes Lodge, N'o.
515. Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in Shenandoah, in which
he is a past grand.
He also passerl the jirincipal official stations in
the Shenaiiilf>ah encam])ment. a higher branch of the same fraternity:
the local encamjiment is now rlisbanded.
He is a member nf Washington Camp. No. 112, Patriotic
)rder of the Sons of .\merica. at
the same place, and served several years as secretary of the camp.
In Pottsville he is a member of Lodge \o. 207, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and the Manufacturers' conimercial club, and
also the West End Hose Coinpany and the Commercial Club of Potts<

ville.

Reeser, E. R., a leading plumber and tinsmith of Tamaqua, was
born in I'erks county. Pa.. Dec. 10, i<%.S, a son of I'.enjamin and Mary
(Moser) Reeser. The father was a stone and brick mason in the later
years of his life, although he had formerly been an hotel-keeper and
a butcher. He died July 4. i8<)l. in his sixty-sixth year, and his wife
died July 3, 1896, at the age of sixty-three. Seven of the nine children born to them are still living, two of them in this county. The
subject of this sketch received his education in the schools of Tamaqua,
after which he learned the trade of tinsmith and plumber.
For fifteen
years he was in the employment of the late E. J. Fry, and then was
made superintendent of the water department of Tamaqua. In 1903,
after twelve years' service in that capacity, he resigned, and for a year
thereafter opcraterl a pipe-scraping device which he himself had invented.
When the Hudson Contracting Company of Xcw Jersey
purchased that business he embarked in the plumbing and tinning industry.
His patronage has increased from time to time until now he
does work all over the county, big jobs as well as smaller ones. In
the fall of 1906 he laid the pipe of a new line of the Citizens' Gas
Company, and at the present time has several other large contracts

;
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July 22, 1889, Mr. Rccslt niarricfl Miss Sallic Adams, a
daughter of Solomon and Cordelia (Hendricks) Adams, residents on
Mr. Adams has the finest i^lum
a truck farm in Walker township.
orchard in Schuylkill county, and is one of the most prosperous truck
gardeners in the vicinity. The eleven children of his family are Rebecca, widow of JV'ter Lowall, of Allentown George W., a moulder
living in this county James M., a farmer living in Walker township
.Mfred, on a
Sallie, now Mrs. Reeser; Harry, a miller of Taniaqua
farm in Walker township Edward, unmarried, at home Isabel, wife
of Ira T. Andy, of Allentown John, at home and Charles and William, deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Reeser have been born three children William, a student Edwin Franklin and an unnamed infant
who died soon after birth. Mr. Reeser himself is the youngest of nine
children. His brothers and sisters are Albert, a confectioner of Allentown Sarah, wife of O. A. Hunsicker, a farmer in the western part
of the state; Kate, wife of Joseph Gilbert, a contractor and builder of
Lehighton, Pa. Samuel, a farmer of Walker township Isabella, deceased, was Mrs. Henry Endy, of Allentown and Frank, Mary and
Charles, deceased. Mr. Reeser is identified with no secret order, but
both he and his wife are devout members of and earnest workers in
For the past fifteen years he has been promthe Reformed church.

on hand.

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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inent in the state militia, the first five years as a private, five years as
five years as second lieutenant of Company
B, 8tli infantry regiment of the Pennsylvania National Guard.
Reeves, William, assistant postmaster of Shenandoah, was born
in Mahanoy township, on June 22. 1870, a son of Thomas and Jeannette (Morris) Reeves.
The parents are natives of South Wales,
where their marriage was celebrated. The father first came to the
United States on a prospecting trip and then returned to his native
land for his wife. His second arrival in this country was on the day
that President Lincoln was assassinated. He located at Mahanoy City
and engaged in mining, moving thence to Jackson's Patch, to do the
same sort of labor. There he remained until his death, which occurred March 17, 1873.
The mother is now living in Shenandoah
with her son Henry. Of the five children born to the parents three
are living. John, the eldest, was a miner living in Shenandoah, and
he died in Sept., 1893, leaving a wife and two children; Henry is
assistant mine foreman at the Turkey Run colliery
Thomas is employed in the same mine and a daughter died in infancy. The subject
of this sketch, who was the fourth child in order of birth, received
his educational advantages in the schools of his native township. His
early life was spent about the mines, chiefly as -a slate-picker.
Then
for a time he was a mail-carrier and subsequently assistant shipper at
the Knickerbocker colliery. He left the Knickerbocker concern to become shipper at the Shenandoah City colliery, and later held the same
position, combined with that of telegraph operator, at West Shenandoah. Feb. 14, 1898, he was appointed assistant postmaster, under
Daniel W. Bedea, at Shenandoah, and was reappointed to the same
position on April 3, 1902.
Nov. 30, 1893, Mr. Reeves married Miss

a sergeant and for the past

;

;
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Elizahctli A. liii>;lu'^. .1 native of North Walts, aiul to this iiniMii hiivc
been Ixirn iho folli>\vin(j children
John I'.urlnn. Charles WcsUy, and
William Iltif:lu's. The family are niemlHT'- c.f the Metlnxlist M|)i>.C(i[)al
church, ami Mr. Reeves is a memln-r i>{ the Iniards <,i trustees and
stewards.
l"raternally he i> connected with Shenandoah l.oflgc, No.
511, I'*ree and .\ccepled Masons; Slienandnah Lodjje, .\o. i.^"", Royal
Arcanum; .Maj<ir William 11. JenniiiRs louncil. No. ^fi", Junior Order
of I'nitetl .\merican Mechanics; and is a charter memher of Washington (.amp. No. 183. Patriotic Order of the Sf>ns of .\merica.
Political! v he i- a l\e)>Ml»licaii. hut has never a-^itired to jxilitical office.
Rcick, Robert A., a i)niniinent memher nf the ."Schuylkill county
bar. with otVice and residence at I-'rackville. is a native of the county,
havinp been Ixirii at (iordon. on .Xup. <». iJ^"". and is of lerman and
I-'rencb extraction.
He is a son of Christoplicr t". and FClla J. (Towns)
Reick. the former a native of Wiirtcnilnrp. (iermany. and the latter
of Danville. Pa.
The ])aternal prandfather was amoufj the early
settlers of Cressona, Schuylkill count)', wlure he was cniploved for a
numlier of years by the Mine Mill
Schuylkill Haven Railroad, now
:

(

i"^-

a part of the Philadeliihia
Reading system. lie was with this company up to his death, and his remains rest in the Spring dardcn cemetery at Cressona. Christopher C. Reick came from Wiirtemberp with
i"t-

and is now the superintendent of the Mahanoy planes for
the Philailelphia & Reading Railroad, a (wsition he has held since
Prior to that time he was superintendent of the (iordon planes
xSqfX
for several years, but these are now abandoned.
Rnb'-rt .\. Reick is
one of three sons born to Ihristopher C. and Klla J. Reick. Harrv L.
is a druggist at Mauch Chunk and
J. Heilner is a druggist in Philadelphia.
Robert .\. Reick availed himself of the advantages of the
schools of his native l)orougli and graduated at the Dickinson seminary, of Williamsport. in the class of i8o,v
He then entered the law
office of William .\. Marr. additional judge of the Schuylkill county
courts, as a student, and imi Jan. 2. 1800. was admitted to practice in
the courts of the county. June 7,. 1002. he was admitted to the supreme
court.
Mr. Reick located at Frackville on Feb. i, if^y), and has since
been engaged in the practice of bis profession at that place, where he
has built up a representative clientage. Since March a. i8fx>. he has
held the position of solicitor for the boroughs of Frackville and
Gordon. Politically he is a Democrat, and in 1900 he was the secretary of the county committee of that party.
He is a member of District Lodge. Xo. 823. Independent Cjrrler of Odd Fellows, at Frackville. of which he is a past grand
belongs to Mahanoy City Lodge,
No. fyc)<;. P.enevolent and Protective Order of Elks is a past regent
of Frackville Council. \o. 1656. Royal .\rcanum and is a member of
Frackville Coimcil. Xo. 828. Junior Order of .American Mechanics,
and of Washington Camp. Xo. f>2. Patriotic Orrler r.f the Sons of
America. Sept. 3. TO02. Mr. Reick was uniterl in marriage to Miss
Myrtle, daughter of George and Laura (Christian) Bauchman. of
Frackville.
his parents

:

:

;
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native of

3S1

—

James B. This well kiKjwn alUjtiiey and politician is a
West JJrunswick townshii), Scluiylkill county, where he was

born Aug. 12, 1845. ^^^
^ ^"^'^ ^^ Bernard and Margaret Reilly,
natives of Ireland. His father was born in Westniealh county in 1821
and came to America in 1842, locating in Schuylkill county, i'a., where
he died in i88y. He resided in Pottsville from 1850 until his death,
and spent his business career as a railroad contractor. In this he was
'•''

engaged in a number of important undertakings, being employed by
the Canada & Atlantic, the Schuylkill & Suscjuehanna, and the Philadelpiiia & Reading Railroad companies.
James i>. R.eilly was educated in the i'ottsvUle high school and by careful, systematic reading
and study throughout his lifetime. He began the study of law under
the tutorship of Hon. F. W. Hughes, and was admitted to practice
before the Schuylkill county bar Jan. 11, 1869. From that day until
the present he has devoted himself assiduously to his profession, and
has acquired a large and lucrative practice in the courts of his own and
adjoining counties, as well as in the state and United States supreme
His first political office of prominence was that of district
courts.
attorney, to which he was elected by the people of Schuylkill county in
Upon retiring from this office, after a service of three years,
1871.
he was made the Democratic standard bearer for congressional honors,
and was elected in 1874 to a seat in the forty-fourth congress. Two
years later he was re-elected to the forty-fifth congress, and at the
expiration of his term he resumed the practice of law at Pottsville.
In 1888 he was elected to the fifty-first congress and was re-elected
to the fifty-first and fifty-second congresses, serving until March 4,
His service in the national house of representatives covers a
1905.
period of ten years out of twenty— a most distinguished honor when
the uncertainties of Schuylkill county politics are considered. During
these many years of service Mr. Reilly was ever active and vigilant
in the interests of his constituency and the supremacy of Democratic
principles. He was a member of several important committees, among
which may be mentioned the Pacific Railroad committee, the select
committee on the Columbian exposition, and the committee on mines
and mining. He w3S one of the framers of the bill granting pensions
to soldiers' widows, and was the author of that feature of a bill which

workingmen in the case of bankrupts.
Mr. Reilly's congressional career was a feature of his life work to
which both he and his posterity can refer with just pride. He has

relates to the preferred claims of

been a prominent figure

in Schuylkill

county

politics for

many

years,

and has served his party in various positions of a purely honorary
nature.
He was a delegate to the national convention which nominated General W. S. Hancock for the presidency, and has served as
chairman of state conventions, etc. Mr. Reilly is interested in a number of business enterprises in Pottsville, being a member of the board
of directors of the Schuylkill Real Estate, Title, Insurance & Trust

Company, and is also a member of the Pottsville board of trade. James
B. Reilly was married in 1868 to Miss Mary A., daughter of Owen
Hoey, a native of Ireland, who has spent his manhood years as a
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resident of Pottsvillc.
Frank X., the eldest son Iwrn Id Mr. ami Mrs.
Rcilly, i.s a prmiiinint aroliitvct in I'ott.svilk-.
J. It. Kcilly is a man
of strong inlclk-ctual force, an in«le|H-n(lent thinker, and a logical
rcasoncr. hut is exceedingly tolerant of the opinions and convictions
of others. He is a Koman Catholic in religions afliliations.
He was
ap|x>inted United States marshal tor the eastern district of Pennsyl-

vania during the second term of President t'Uveiand. and estahlished
his offices in the l-e<leral building in Pliila«ieli>hia. i>ut retained his law
offices in Pottsvillc.
He now gives his undivided attenton to his extensive law practice.

Rcinbold, Samuel A., a tlealer in timber, oil and scrap-iron, was
burn in Lcl>anon county on ( )ct. (>. 1873, a son of Benjamin F. and
Catherine (Wolfe) Reinlxild.
The father in early life was a millwright and while employed as such invente<l a Hon'r holt which came
into great demand.
It later life he was employi-,1 in the buihling of
coal breakers and while engageil in that work he received injuries
which resulted in his death, on Feb. 23. 1903, within a month of the
sixtieth anniver.sary of his birth.
F'or many years he was a school
director and he was always an influential factor in the I.utheran
church. His widow is living at (Ircen Point. Lebanon county, at the
age of fifty-eight. Of their si.xteen children ten survive, and only one,
William Henry, justice of the peace at Tremont, iKsides the subject
of this sketch, resides in this county. Samuel .\. Reinbold received a
limited education in the public schools.
When a lad of five vears, in
company with David Hummel and Harry Wolfe, a cousin,' he was
riding behind a spirited team, when the rig was struck by a railroad
\yolfe was instantly killed and Hummel died froni the effects
of his injuries.
.Mr. Reinbold had bis left arm broken in four places
and his left leg fractured in three different places, besides other injuries, of the head and body.
Three physicians despaired of bis life,
but owing to the watchful care of Dr. L. A. Shirk, of Lickdale. his
life was saved, although be was crippled in his left arm for life. When
he had completed his common school labors he learned tclegrapbv. and
for seven years was the operator for the Pliiladeli>hia & Reading railroad at Cold Spring in Lebanon county.
While there be was also
postmaster under the McKinley and Roosevelt administrations. The
station was discontimicd by the railroad company and Mr. Reinbold
came to Pine Grove and embarked in his present business. He has
done exceedingly well in a pecuniary way. notwithstanding the fact
that he has had to fight trust influences at every turn.
On Dec. 31,
iScjS. Mr. Reinlwld was united in marriage to Miss Gertrude M. Gates,
of Lebanon City, Pa., a daughter of Franklin P. and .\da
P.oughter)
Gates.
Mr. Gates is deceased, but bis widow is living, a resident of
Dunbar. Fayette county. One child. Partbcnia \inetta bv name, has
blessed this union. Both Mr. and Mrs. Reinbold are members of the
train,

(

Lutheran church and Mr. Reinbold is identified with the Patriotic
Order of the Sons of America and the Royal .\rcanum. in the latter
of which he is sentinel. He is also a member of the Philadelphia &
Reading relief association. In his political beliefs he upholds the tenets

BIOGRAPHICAL

383

I!y hard work and perseverance lie has
of the Democratic [larty.
lie
risen to a position of aflluence' and inlluence in the coniniunit)'.
is now serving his second term as a member of the school board.
formerly the
Reinhart, George, proprietor of Reinhart's hotel

—

Lion

hotel, corner of

Tenth and Market

streets, i'ottsville,

was born

His parents,
he now resides, June lo, 1856.
George and Agnes (Klitsch) Reinhart, were both natives of HesseCassel, Germany. They came to America in 1848 and settled at Pottsville, where the father followed his trade of shoemaker for about fifteen
years, in the meantime founding the Lion hotel, which he conducted
After giving up the shoe shop
in connection with his other business.
he continued to conduct the hotel until his death, in 1871, at the age
of forty-eight years. The widow and a son Anthony carried on the
hotel for several years, or until 1898, when it passed by purchase into
the hands of its present proprietor. George and Agnes Reinhart had
Catherine, Aneleven children, five of whom grew to maturity, viz
George Reinhart, the son, rethony, Mary, George and Samuel A.
ceived a limited education in the public schools of his native city.
Upon leaving school he learned the blacksmith's trade, at which he
worked for five years, and thereafter he was employed in the PottsIn 1898 he bought the hotel
ville brewery for twenty-four years.
property, as above noted, remodeled and refurnished the house, and
has since conducted it under the name of Reinhart's hotel. Mr. Reinhart is a Democrat in political views, but has never been a seeker
in

the house where

:

for office.

He

is

a

member

of the

German Mechanics'

benefit society,

and Aerie No. 134, Fraternal Order of Eagles, and with his family
belongs to St. John's Roman Catholic church. June 6, 1882, he was
united in marriage to Miss Barbara Reitzel, whose parents, Henry and
Barbara (Memmel) Reitzel, were natives of Germany and pioneers
Her father died April 7, 1870, from the efifects of a
of Yorkville.
burn received in the Pottsville mines. Mr. and Mrs. Reinhart have
five children
iMary. Frederick, William, Catherine and Margaret.
Reinhold, Eli Spayd, a scion of one of the old and honored families of the Keystone state, has attained to distinction in educational
and business affairs and has long been known as one of the representative citizens of Schuylkill count^^
He is a man of high scholarship and his influence has proven potent for good along the various
directions in which he has exerted the same.
Mr. Reinhold was born
in Reinholdsville, Lancaster county. Pa.. Jan. 14, 1847, ^"d is a son of
Jacob B. and Catherine (Spayd) Reinhold, both likewise natives of
Lancaster county, w'here the former was born Oct. 10, i8io, and the
latter in Nov., 1816.
The original American progenitors of the Reinhold family came hither from Germany in 1728, being of the noted
family of German philosophers of that name who were the early exponents of the Kantian philosophy.
One of the two brothers who
came to America in the year noted settled in Lancaster county, Pa.,
and his son Christofi' served in the war of the Revolution, in two different regiments of the Pennsylvania Line, as is clearly and authen-

—

,

tically indicated in the

work

entitled "Pennsylvania in the Revolution."
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Six of the family wire valiant soUIicrs of the I'liion in the Civil war
one of this iiuniher were commissioned officers. In the
Seventeenth i^•nn^ylvania cavalry were Major Keiiheii UeinlioM, Lieutenant Lriah K. KeinhoUI. ami Captain M. K. iveinliolil, the last named
of whom was killed at the head of his troopers in the Shenandoah
F-.li S. Reinhold. to whom this sketch
valley, under tieneral Sheriilan.
aiul all save

dedicated, sectireil his earlv educational discipline in private schools
classical academies, and su])i)K'mente<l the same hy courses of stuily
in the Pennsylvania State normal school .tiul in the l''.astman husincss
college, I'oujjhkeepsie, N. ^'.
He devoteil seven years to effective
school work and pained a liiRh reputation in peda^ojjic circles.
He
taught three terms in Lancaster county, was for one year an instructor
in a |>rivate schmil in the city of I'hiladelphia. and thereafter hccamc
principal of the hij.;h school at Mahanoy City, Schuylkill county, where
Here also he was chosen superIiis work was most hiphly appreciated.
intendent of the public schools of the Ivirouph of Mahanoy City, rctainiui; this incumbency two years.
In iS^i Mr. Reinhold entered the
banking business, to which lie continued to devote his attention for
thirty-live years, with distinctive success.
In 1889 lie organized the
Union National bank of Mahanoy City, of which he served as cashier
lie made this one of the most
initil iqoT), when he resigned the office.
successftd and substantial of the banking institutions of the state.
In
the midst of the exactions and responsibilities of an essentially bu.sy
is

and

life Mr. Reinhold gave his leisure to literature and science.
He
gathered a most valuable collection of mineral specimens, which he
recently presented to Bucknell university, in memory of his deceased
and only son. who was graduated in that institution, and this gift constitutes what is known as "The Milton C. Reinhold Collection."
Mr.
Reinhold purjwscs to devote his remaining years to congenial pursuits.
In 1907, he was tendered the oflke of registrar and librarian of the
Crozer theological seminary, at Upland, Fa., and has accepted the
same.
He has broadened his mental ken by extensive and appreciative
travel, having crossed the -Atlantic eight times and having visited
Asia, .\frica. and all European countries except .Austria.
He is
familiar with the German and French languages and has friends and.

corresixindents in a

number of European

countries.

In politics Mr.

Republican with independent views, and he has been
active in the work of the party.
He has been a delegate to the state
Republican convention on a number of occasions, was for several years
a member of the lx)rough council, of which he was president one year;
for a quarter of a century he held the office of clerk of the council.
He has the distinction of being the second oldest living past-master of
Mahanoy City Lodge, No. 357, Free and .Accetitcfl Masons, anrl was
Mr. Reinhold has been
its treasurer until his removal from the town.
a member of the Baptist church since Feb. 4. 1866, and has been a
vigorous and zealous factor in various departments of church work.
For two years he was statistical secretarv of the Pennsylvania state
Sunflay-school association. April 10, t866, was solemnized the mar-

Reinhold

is

a
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of Mr. Reinliold to Miss Louise J. Compton, of Philadelphia, a
Daniel and Clarissa ((Jwcn) Con'ipton, of Newport, N.
this union was Milton Conii)ton Reinliold, who
J., and the only child of
was bora March 8, 1867, and whose death occurred March i, 1894.
He was a graduate of the classical department of I'ucknell university
and became a successful member of the bar of Schuylkill county,
where he was engaged in the practice of his profession at the time of
his death.
He served several years as a commissioned officer of the
8th regiment, Pennsylvania National Guard, with which he did duty
during the Homestead strike campaign.
He was a young man of
sterling attributes and distinctive ability, honored by all who knew
him, and his early death cut short a career full of promise.
Rentschler, Henry D., M. D., a leading physician of Ringtown,
was born in Berks county, on May 5, 1841, a son of Jacob and Sarah
(Diehl) Rentschler. He acquired his preliminary training in the public schools of his native county and in the Washington Hall academy,
After a period of study in the office
at Trappe, Montgomery county.
of Dr. D. Schoener he matriculated, in 1861, in the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania and in 1864 was graduated
at that institution with the degree of Doctor of Medicine.
He immediately began the practice of his profession at Ringtown and since
that time has made that borough his home.
He is a general practitioner and has a practice which extends into the surrounding
boroughs. In the fall of 1869 the doctor was united in marriage to
Miss Emeline Rumbel of Ringtown, a daughter of Daniel and Sarah
(Seltzer) Rumbel. She is the only daughter of a family of three, her
brothers being William H. and Trenton W. To Dr. and Mrs. Rentschler have been born eight children.
Ada Letta, the eldest, completed a course in the Keystone state normal school at Kutztown and
subsequently studied music in a seminary at Hagerstown. She married Dr. George R. Shenk, a practicing physician of Reading, and has
three children
Katherine F., Florence E. and Frederic.
Maurice
riag-e

daufifhter of

—

married Miss Sadie Rumbel, daughter of Francis Rumbel. of Ringtown.
He did not finish at the University of Pennsylvania, but is
now in business at Ringtown. Walter received his early educational
advantages in the Bloomsburg normal academy and in 1892 matriculated in the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania. In
1896 he was given his degree and has since that time been practicing
with his father. His wife, by whom he has three children George
Hughes, Flenry D. and Emily was Miss Edna Hughes, daughter of
George Hughes, of Clearfield, Pa. Sadie M. graduated at the Bloomsburg state normal and became a popular teacher in Ringtown. She
died Feb. 7, 1907.
Harry J. is a machinist emplo^-ed in the hosiery
mills at Ringtown.
Robert F. is a graduate of the Keystone state
normal school. He taught for a few terms and then, after a course
in a commercial college at Reading, he accepted the position he now
holds, with the Brooks Foundry & Steel Company, of Birdsboro.
Elizabeth M. graduated in the musical department of the Bloomsburg
normal school and is no\v engaged in musical instruction in Ring26— Vol. II

—

—
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(ix\\ il. ;i1mi i-. a graduate of the I'«lc>om>lnir(; iiistittitiini ami
a tcacliiT by jirofcssion. Tlic family arc all members of tin- l.titlu-ran
church.
Tin- doctor liiin.<iclf is a stanch I)finncrat in liis |H»litical

town.
is

views and as the candidate of that party lie was at one time elected
to the office of coroner. For twenty-eight successive years he has been
a nieml>cr of the school board. His business interests are not confined to his professional

labors, as he

National hank of Kinglown and

is

is vice-president of the First
a director in the .Merchant>>' .National

bank at Shenandoah. Dr. RentschUr is well known in fraternal circles,
having attained to the degree of Knight Templar in the Masonic order,
besides which he is a niemlxT of the Independent
>rder of Odd Fellows, in the Ringtown Lo<lge, No. 287. He is also prominent in the
county and .state medical associations and his name in connection
with any enterprise is a synonym for energetic action and honesty.
Rentz, Rev. William P., A. M., a minister of the gospel
Lutlurnn faith and the much respected pastor of
of the
the English Evangelical Lutheran church of Pottsville, is a native
of Lycoming comity. Pa., and was born on Sept. 22, 1851.
He is a son of Peter S. and Lydia Buck) Rentz, both
natives of Lycoming county, where the father was a farmer
until his death, which occurred in 1873, at the age of sixtythree years. The mother lived to be seventy-five years old. The family
consisted of si.x sons and two daughters, of whom the daughters and
(

(

four of the sons In'sides the subject of this sketch survive.

They arc

Harry, John, Ermin. Pierce. ^Iary and Emma, all married and all
living in Lycoming county except Ermin, who is a i)liysician in Forest
City. Ore.; Pierce, who is in Emporium. Pa., where with another
party he owns a foundry and machine shop, and Emma Mrs. Hess),
who lives in Tioga. Philadelphia. Pa. Rev. Mr. Rentz. after receiving
a preliminary education in the public schools, entered Dickinson seminary, at Williamsport. where he was graduated in 1872.
Four years
later he was graduated in Pennsylvania college, at Gettysburg.
He
then matriculated in the theological seminary of the same institution,
and when he had completed the full course of four years he was given
the degree of Master of Arts, in 1880. In the fall of the same year
he received ordination as a minister of the gospel in the general synod
of the Lutheran church. His ministerial career was begun as pastor
of the church at New Chester, .\dams county, where he remained for
some two and a half years, leaving there in the fall of 1883 to take
the Lionville pastorate, in Chester county. In the spring of 1888 he
became home missionary of the Lutheran church at .Atchison, Kan.,
and he rendered distinguished service in that capacity for nine years.
At the end of that period he removed to Port .\rthur. Tex., where
for a year and a half he was engaged in ministerial labors, establishing a church and overseeing the erection of an edifice for the congregation.
Rev. Mr. Rentz's Pottsville charge dates from the fall of 1898,
when, in answer to a unanimous call from the congregation, he assumed the duties of pastor. The Pottsville Evangelical Lutheran
church was established in 1851. although prior to that time there had
been a movement on foot to divide the German Lutheran congrega(
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which alternated

witli

the

Ccrman Reformed
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congrefjation

in

holding services in a block house, where on week days a school was
The separation was not, however, fully consummated until
kept.
1851, since which year the English church has had a steady and successful career. The congregation today comprises some seven hundred
members, one of the largest Protestant churches, and the enrollment
in the Sunday school in all departments amounts to nine hundred chilSince its
dren, undoubtedly the largest of its kind in Pottsville.
organization the church has been served by twelve pastors, some of
whom remained but a short time while others served periods of ten
years or more. Rev. Mr. Rentz is now beginning his ninth year and
His missionary spirit meets
is a man born to lead in good works.
with the full approval of his people and his advanced ideas upon the
questions which are absorbing the public interests easily place^ him in
the ranks of the brainiest and most intellectual citizens. His treatment
of the temperance Cjuestion is fair, conservative and thorough, and wins
for both him and the cause many strong friends. He carries his views
on this question into his political career and is a strong exponent of
Sept. 30, 1880, was solemnized
the tenents of the Prohibition party.
Mr. Rentz's marriage to Miss Sue C. Suavely, a native of Lebanon,
and a daughter of George S. Snavely, who for many years was a coal
Three children have blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs.
dealer.
Rentz. George, the eldest, is now a student at Princeton university,
N. J. He is a graduate of the Pottsville high school and Pennsylvania
college, and for three years was engaged in pedagogic work, the last
two of them as principal of the Mifflinburg schools. Miss M. Helen is
a graduate of the Pottsville high school and the Maryland college for
women at Lutherville, Md. In June, 1906, she completed the course
in kindergarten instruction in Temple college, Philadelphia, where she
is now teaching.
The youngest child, Marie Elizabeth, is a student in
Mr. Rentz has been
the Pottsville high school in the class of 1907.
president of the Sabbath school association of Schuvlkill county since
1902, and at the present time is a director of the Children's Home at

and of the Tressler's Orphans' home at Loysville, Pa., the
conducted under the auspices of the Lutheran church.
Fraternally he is identified with the Ancient Order of United Workmen and the Modern Woodmen of America.
Ressl'er, George W., M. D., a leading physician and surgeon of
Ashland, was born in Hegins township, this county, Sept. 22, 1863, a
son of George and Sally (Geist) Ressler. Both parents were born in
Northumberland county, where both the grandfathers, Samuel RessSamuel
ler and Peter Geist, were engaged in agricultural pursuits.
Ressler married a Miss Kehler and the wife of Peter Geist was
formerly Miss Gratzer.
The parents' marriage was celebrated in
Northumberland county about 1845 and soon thereafter they removed
to Hegins township, this county.
The father was a tanner bj' vocation and for sixteen years conducted a tannery in Hegins township.
When he retired from that trade he engaged in farming and continued
Pottsville

latter institution

at

it

for the remainder of his

life.

He

died in 1889, lea^^ng a family

;
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of ten chil<lrcn. Pr. Joel (i. atiil Mmamicl. twins, were tlic first lM>rn,
and the otiiers are John; Mary,
tlic former nf whom is tleccased
wife of Jacob I-'isher; I'lhza. wife of Wilham Kinp; Kate, wife of Rev.
Oliver SchaefTer Sarah. .Mrs. John l'. Lonj;; James; ieorpe W. and
Anna, now Mrs. .Ambrose Mauris. The sul)ject of this sketch received
his earlv eihication in the common schools of llcfjins township and
tinisheii his preparatory work by a course in the Lockhaveii normal
schix)!.
lie iH'i^an tiie study of ntedicine in iSXi in tlie office of his
brother, llr. Joel G. Ressler. at N'allcy \'iew. and in 1SH4, after completinp the course of study affordcil by the JetTerson medical colleRC,
of rhiladclphia, he was praduated at that institution, with the degree
He bepan his professional practice in his
of Doctor of Medicine.
;

(

;

;

native township and was most successfully cnpaped in it there for a
period of eipht years.
In iS<»2 he located in .\shland. wlure he has
May 15. iS.*<4. Dr. Ressler
since been practicing with marked success.
was united in marriapc to Miss Catherine Tobias, a dauphter of
Joseph and Catherine (Troutman) Tobias, of Hepins township. To
this union has lx?en born one child, a datiphtcr. Esther J.
The family
are all members of the Reformed faith and worship at the Zion church
of that denomination in .\shland. In his political views the doctor is
an exp<iiicnt of the principles of Democracy, but has never held nor
Professionally he i< identified with the Schuylkill
aspired to office.
county, the state and the .American medical associations.
Ressler, John, a well known farmer in Hepins townsjiip, was
Mis parents, Georpe and Sarah (Giest)
born there .^ept. 26, 1S4S.
Ressler, were lioth born in Xorthumberland county. I'a.
In t><44
they came to Schuylkill county, settlinp first at X'alley X'iew. where
the father operated a tannery for about thirteen years, but in 1S57
he boupht a farm of 106 acres in Hepins township. At that time it
was but sliphtly improved and had only lop buildinps upon it. but
by hard work he improved the place and broupht it up to the reputation of beinp one of the best farms in the neiphborhood.
Georpe
Ressler was a Democrat of the old school, a member of the Reformed church, and was a jxipular and influential citizen in his flay.
He died in 1889 and his wife in i8<)5. They had the followinp chil-

dren:
Emanuel and John, livinp in Hepins township; Marv. who
married Jacob Fisher, of Lancaster. Pa.; Eliza, wife of \\'illiam B.
Kinp. of Dauphin county: Kate, who married O. F. Shafer, of Foreston, III. Sarah, now the widow of J. Lonp. and a resident of Hetrins
James, who lives at DuDois. Clearfield county. Pa. Cieorpe W'.. a
physician at Ashland
and .\nnie. who married A. \V. Maurer. of
Hepins township. John Ressler received a common school education, and has followed apricultural pursuits all his life.
He now carries on a peneral farminp business and is one of the well to rlo citizens in the community where he lives. Like his father before him he
is a Democrat in his political affiliations and a member of the Reformed church. He has held the office of tax collector and auditor,
and was school director for many years. He has been twice married.
His first wife was Miss Catherine Artz, and to this union were born
:

;

;

;
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seven cliiUlrfii, viz.: A. C, who married Cora Geist and is now farming on the old lioniestead Kate, now the wife of J. D. Dinger, of
Ashland; Jennie, the wife of G. D. Kuntz, of Hegins, Pa.; Nora, wife
of Harper Williard, of Philadelphia; George, at home; Mary, who
The mother of these
lives in Philadelphia, and Sarah, at home.
children died in Jan., 1898, and the father married Mrs. J. Pluntsinger, of Ilubley township.
Rich, Henry J., a well known merchant and prominent business
man of Pottsville, is a native of the borough in which he now Iivei\
and was born on May 9, 1843. He is the second born of the seven
His father was one oi
children of the late Job Rich, of Pottsville.
the pioneers in the coal business and was a resident of Pottsville for
He was a native of South Wales, born Sept. 10,
fifty-eight years.
;

With his father's family. Job Rich located in Pottsville in
and a year later the father, whose name was Isaac Rich, and
In
his son Job began coal operations at Wadesville, this county.
1842 they began the development of the York Farm coal property,
this being operated by Job Rich until 1881, when he sold out his interests, and he devoted his time thereafter to the care and management of his varied real estate interests. Isaac Rich, the founder of
this family in Schuylkill county, was a practical miner, well versed
He died in Pottsville in
in the development of thp coal industry.
By his marriage with Char1848, at the age of seventy-six years.
lotte Tillott he had a family of five children, who lived to years of
maturity, namely:
George, Job, Isaac, Jane and Jonas. George, in
company with Charles M. Miller, doing business under the firm
title of Miller & Rich, was an extensive coal operator in the county.
Job Rich, the father of the subject of this article, was a man of limited opportunities in earlj' life, but he took advantage of such opportunities as were afforded during his subsequent career as a very active
and successful business man. To use his own language he was "educated by the circumstances of life." He was a man of exemplary life
and character, was a consistent and active member of the Methodist
Episcopal church from 1836 until his death, and held all the official
positions in the government of the church.
He died Feb. 13, 1894.
His wife was Dorothy Affleck, a native of Scotland, born jMav 6,
They were married in Pottsville by Rev. William Cooper, in
1813.
May, 1 841, and became the parents of seven children, the eldest of
whom is Isaac B. Henry J,, of this sketch, was the second born
Mary F. is the widow of George W. Simmons Isabella A. is the wife
of Thomas A. Jones John W. is a farmer Charlotte A. is unmarried and living at the old homestead and J. Newton.
All are residents of Pottsville. Isaac B. was a soldier during the Civil war, and
1812.

1836,

;

;

;

;

;

participated in a number of engagements, with the 129th Pennsylvania, in the Army of the Potomac.
Henry J. Rich was educated
in the public schools of Pottsville and began his business life in mercantile pursuits.
He was employed as a salesman in the hardware
business of J. C. Bright & Co., subsequently engaging in business on
his own account.
He is now interested as principal owner and man-
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in three fine groceries in Pottsvillc.
He is a public spiritccl citizen, intirestcd in llic Krowtli and prosperity of his native town, and
He is an active
contrihnles freely o| his means and time to that end.
menilxT ol the recently orjjanized civic society and husinos men's
association in I'ottsville. which, acting in conjunction with the Iward
of trade, has in view the establishment of industrial enterprises, and

agcr

Mr. Rich was married on ( )ct.
the promotion of entertainments, etc.
17, i8<>7, to Miss Harriet !•"., ilaughter of ( leorge and hUi/abeth
(SiK-ncer) Ileaton, natives of Yorkshire. Knjjland, l)ut later resiflcnts
of I'ottsville, I'a. Mr. and Mrs. Rich have two sons, Norman 11., of

and Howard

Reading, Pa.
Mr. Rich is a Repubthough imbibing the inde|)endent \>olitical spirit so prevalent in Pennsylvania during the past two or three
years.
He has never been an office-seeker, but has accepted the office
He
of school director, as a duty devolving upon all good citizens.
served as a very active member of the building committee during the
construction of the magnificent liarfield school building. deci<lcdly
Other
the handsomest structure of the kind in Schuylkill countyschool houses were erected, enlarged, or extensively repaired during
Mr. Rich's term of six years, from i88<i, and the school park, on
Center street, was transformed from a cemetery to a beautiful spot
Mr. Rich is very
for tlie comfort and entcrtaitunent of the living.
justly proud of his record as a member of the Pottsville school board,
a thaiikle>s, unrequited office, except for the consciousness of duty
well performed.
The family are Episcopalians in religious views.
Mr. Rich is not identified with any secret societies, but is an interested member of the Schuylkill county historical society.
Rickert, Col. Thomas H., deceased, who is well remembered by
Pottsville,

R., of

lican in his political aftiliations,

the

people of

Pottsville

as

a

progressive and public spirited man,

was

a descendant of two of the oldest families of Schuylkill county.
His graiulfather. Richard Rickert. was a native of lUicks county. Pa.,
but came in his youth to Schuylkill, locating near Orwigsburg, where

he was engaged

farming, mining and various other occupations
1837. at the age of eighty-five years. He was a
man of intelligence and stability of character and although the
greater part of his education was acquired in the stern school of
experience, he was considered a well informed man on most of the
topics of the day.
In politics he was an old-line Whig, taking an
active interest in the welfare of his party.
Religiously he was one
of the founders of the Evangelical association, and as long as he
lived was zealous and aggressive in the conduct of its affairs.
He
married a Miss Gilbert, and to the union were bom three sons and
three daughters.
One of these sons was George Rickert, who was
born at Orwigsburg in Nov.. 1810. At the age of fourteen years he
engaged in mining on his own account, at Minersville. hauling his
coal by team to Mount Carbon, where it was shipped by the Philadelphia & Schuylkill canal to Philadelphia.
Subsequently he became
a successful coal operator at Minersville. New Philadelphia and other
points, continuing in this line of activity until 1872, when he retired,
in

until his death, in
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and lived in Puttsvillc iiiuil iX<;i. He then removed to Philadelphia,
where lie passed the remainder of his life. He was a Republican in
his political affiliations, was an active member of the Evangelical
church, in which he held many important positions, and was noted
He married Miss Amelia
for his benevolence and public spirit.
Hammer, a member of what at that time was one of the most prominent families in the county, and she died in July, 1890, at the age of
They became the parents of five children, all
seventy-eight years.
Elizabeth is now Mrs. Linder, of Orof whom grew to maturity.
wigsburg John R. lives in Reading, Pa. Emma is a Mrs. Bohannon, of Philadelphia George L. is in Virginia and Thomas H. is
Col. Thomas H. Rickert was born near
the subject of this sketch.
Schuylkill Haven, North Manheim township, Schuylkill county, Apr.
He was educated in the public schools and started in life in
8, 1834.
the coal business, first with his father and later on his own account.
To this business he added, 188 1, that of railroad contractor, in which
he was eminently successful. He assisted in the construction of the
Buffalo extension of the Lehigh Valley, the Cumberland Valle}-, the
Schuylkill Valley, the Pennsylvania, and the Philadelphia & Reading
railroads. At the commencement of the Civil war he enlisted and was
;

;

;

;

made quartermaster

of the 7th Pennsylvania cavalry. Later he served
as quartermaster of the different divisions and corps of the Army
of the Cumberland until the close of the contest, being mustered out
With his command he particiof service at the close of the war.
pated in practically all the engagements of the Army of the Cumberland,

among which were

Stone's

River,

Chickamauga, Chatta-

niX>ga, Missionary Ridge, and the battles of the Atlanta campaign,
after which he returned to Tennessee with Gen. Thomas and was in
Upon his return home he rethe fights at Franklin and Nashville.
sumed his business as a coal operator and became a director in the
Safe Deposit bank and the Edison Illuminating Company. In per-

sonal appearance Colonel Rickert was a man of commanding presence, handsome in both form and feature, and was endowed with an
energy that few men possess.
Genial in his disposition, he made
friends among all classes of people, and these friends remained loyal
to him through all time.
He was noted for his public spirit, his
benevolence, and his fraternal feeling for his old, comrades in arms,
having been a member of the Loyal Legion, Gowen Post, No. 23,
Grand Army of the Republic, and Encampment No. 19. Union \"eteran Legion. Although a stanch Republican in his political convictions, he was not an office-seeker, but was always willing and ready
to do what he could to win a victory for his party.
Sept. 23, 1856,
Col. Thomas H. Rickert and Miss Elizabeth, daughter of HenryVan Dusen, of Pottsville, were united in marriage. This union was
blessed with five children, two of whom are now living. Anna T. is
the wife of Dr. T. W. Swalm, of Pottsville, and G. Van Dusen Rickert married Miss Allie, daughter of George K. McMurtrie, of Belvidere, N. J.
Col. Thomas H. Rickert passed into the Great Beyond
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on Nov.

1891),

19,

aiul

his death

COUNTY

was

nunirncd by many

sincerely

IKoplc.

Riland, Albanus S.. i» a son of Samuel W. and Sarah (Schnch)
Hi> pati-nial Rrand|>arenls were Andrew and ThnelH;
Kiland.
Uiland, descendants of Lord Riland, of i.oiidon. {".iif;(Itiiikheart
)

His maternal |^rand|>arenl> were jacitl) and Uaehel l\dlenian
lan !.
Samnel !!. Kilaml. lather oi the snhject of this sketch, wa'^
SchiKli.
(

Inirn in «795. in lierks comity, and his wife was lH>rn in what was
then called Kohinluxid, I'hiladeh'hia county, now I'hiladeliihia. also
She died SejU. 15, 1825.
in the latter part of the eighteemh century.
Two children were horn to Sanniel ami Sarah Riland Alhanns, the
snhject of this review, and Arabella, who Incame the wife of Charles
After the
Krecker. of l"rieden>hurji. l>oth beinij now ilecea>e<l.
death of his first wife, Samnel 1'.. Rilaml married Klizahith Mnllin,
atid to this union were born three sons and three daughters, vi/..
Samuel B., Jr.; Peter; Charles; Mary, who married Thomas MorRan,
Catherine, who
of Montgomery county, later of Schuylkill county
married Daniel Kemmerling. of Schuylkill Haven; and Sarah, who
.\lbanus S. Riland
married Daniel Snyder, of Schuylkilj couiUy.
married .Vnna Xunemaker. daugliler of John Xnnemaker, of Wayne
township, on .May i'>, 1S50, and to them were Imrn three sons and
one daughter:
John X.. Daniel S. (deceased), William H. and
Mary K. (deceased). Mrs. Riland's paternal gramlfather was
Jacob Xunemaker, who came from (.lermany, and her maternal grand.Mbanus S. Riland
father was Peter Smith, born in I'.erks county.
was born Dec. 22, 1S24. at Chestmit Hill, Philadelphia county, and
moved to Xorristown with his parents, and to Schuylkill couutv,
He has been a member of the
settling in Wayne township in i8,v^.
Fricflensburg church for fifty-eight years, and has been sui)erintendcnt of the Sunday school for fifty-four consecutive years, still
holding that office at the age of eighty-two years. His son, William
H.. was educated in the Lebanon \alley college, and from the age of
twenty-two years has been occupied on his farm, where he is nowlocated.
He is the agent for several firms dealing in agricultural
In politics he is Republican, and has
implements and fertilizers.
He is a member of the
served as delegate to several conventions.
Patriotic Order of the Sons of .America, and the Knights of Malta,
and the family belongs to the United Brethren church. Nov. 22,
Steib) Straub,
1878. he married Emma, daughter of John and Mary
of Wayne township. Both Mr. and Mrs. Straub arc natives of (iermany. To WilliaTii H. Riland and his wife have been born four sons
and two daughters, all of whom are living, viz. Albanus S.. .Aug.
Harry E.. May 5. 1883; Rol>ert S.,
18, 1880; John G.. Dec. 20. 1881
Oct. 5. 1885 .\nna M., May 14, 1889, and Dora R., .April 20, 1893.
Albanus S. is a teacher in the high school at Shoemakcrsville and is
a graduate of the Millersville state normal school John G. is also a
graduate of the Millersville normal, and is a teacher at Auburn
Harry E. is employed at BuflFalo. X. V. Robert S. is a machinist at
Reading; .Anna M. and Dora R. are at home.

—

;

(

:

;

;

;

;

'>'>''
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Riland, Charles, son uf Saimiol li. and'
lie allcnded
land, was born Dec. 19, 1845.

I'.li/ahL'lli
tlic

(.Mnllinj

pulilic schools

Kiunlil

in the lOtli I'ennsylvania
of the Civil war, and served
under General Sheridan. At the close of the war he returned home,
where he and his brother worked their father's farm for a year, after
which Charles went on his brother's farm, remaining three years.
Sei^t. 5, 1868, Mr. Riland was married to Sarah .Ann Dish, of Wayne

the age of

eislileen

cavalry, Troop A,

in

years.
llie

He

laller

enlisted

])art

and after his marriage he continued to work with his
biolhcr until the spring of 1870, when he moved to his father's
farm, in Washington township, remaining there for four years. The
next move was to Cressona, where he remained only six months,
after which he moved to the small farm where he at present resides.
This is a farm of thirty-five acres, and is devoted to general market
gardening. In addition to this, the place, known as Sunnyside farm,
has become a resort famous throughout all the country for its chicken
and waffle suppers. Mrs. Riland, who has a great reputation as a
fine cook, takes full charge of the chicken suppers served at the farm.
The guests are the best people of the country and as many as 422
persons have been served in one month. The total number of guests
for 1905 was 1,955, which is in itself a sufficient commentary on the
meals served. The guest book shows a wide range of patrons, from
England on the east to California on the we^t. Mr. and Mrs. Riland
have four children, three sons and one daughter, all of whom are
hving Samuel B., Anna Lorinia (married to Harry Straut, of
Wayne township), Isaac M., and Harry W. Mr. Riland is a member of the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, the Junior Order
of the United American Mechanics at Friedensburg, the Grange at
Friedensburg, and Jere. Helm Post, Grand Army of the Republic, at
In politics he is a Republican and he has been
Schuylkill Haven.
township assessor for nine years. His family are members of the
Evangelical church of Friedensburg.
This popular and well known physiRiley, John David, M. D.
cian of Mahanoy City, was born at Mahanoy Plane, Schuylkill
His parents were John and Matilda
count}-, Pa., March 28, 1867.
(Ferguson) Riley, both natives of Potts ville. His father was born
in 1837, and died at Shenandoah, at the age of forty years.
The
mother lives at the family home in Shenandoah. John Rilev and his
partner, William Thickens, established the first store at Mahanoy
Plane, and Mr. Riley, who was a machinist and engineer, erected
and started the first pair of engines at Bear Ridge colliery, w'hich
was the first colliery opened in that locality. John Riley lost his
health in the army during the Civil war, and was an invalid during
most of the time following his discharge his untimely death was
undoubtedly the result of disabilities incurred in the service.
He
was a member of Company L, 3d Pennsylvania cavalry, and served
with the Army of the Potomac for a period of three years. Dr. John
D. Riley was educated in the public schools of Shenandoah.
His
professional education was acquired in the medical department of
townshi]),

—

—

;
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the University of Pennsylvania, from wliich he was f^raiUinterl with
honors.
lie iias licen in successful practice at Malianoy City during
most of liis career, ami stamis hi^;h in the niedicai profession of
Schuylkill county.
He is a nienilier of the Schuylkill cfiunty medical
society, the Pennsylvania state medical society, and the .\merican
medical association.
He was married Sept. Ii, l8<>5, to Miss lilizabeth Thompson, a daughter of Havid and .Mice
Timmons Th<»mpson. of Thompsouville, Scluiyikitl ci>unty. prominent early settlers of
Dr. and Mrs. Kiley have an interesting family of three
that ItKality.
children
Slatilda. John and .\lice.
The family are communicants
of the Roman Catholic church, and the doctor is indeiKMident in his
(

I

—

I>>litical

preference'^.

Roads, George MacCabe, attorney at law, of Pottsvillc, Pa.,
was Uirn at r.Tina<iua. Scluiylkill county. I*a., >ct. ". 1S37, a son of
Jacob ( )liver ami Mary Mackey Roads, the former of whom was
born in Herks county. I'a., and the latter at Orwipsbur^:, Schuylkill
county.
Mr. Roatis traces his ancestry to the colonial era of our
country.
His forebears gave valiant service in the Continental army.
was commissioned a
Col. Jonathan Jones, a maternal ancestor,
colonel l\v the C<intinental conjjress. and fought and won distinction
under .\niold in his wonderful marcii against Quebec, tiirough the
wilderness of Maine. His plantation near (iermantown. Philadelphia, was used by the Continental army under (iencral Washington
as a part of its camp when it was stationed in and alwut Philadelphia,
and the crops and improvements on the farm were rendered valueFor this loss Colonel Jones never
less by the occupation of the anny.
asked or received any compensation from the government.
Later
generations of the family were i)rominent in the early history of the
state, a maternal grandfather Joiui Roscberry, having been an eminent attorney at the Schuylkill coimty bar. He was a member of the
legislature, was commissioned deputy attorney general in 18 19. and
was a major of the Pennsylvania militia in 1814. The father of Mr.
Roads was one of the most prominent coal operators of Schuylkill
county, wherein he conducted mining operations for forty years, and
was also one of the oldest Knights Templars in central Pennsylvania
at the time of his death, which occurrefl in 1902. at which time he
was eighty-si.x years of age. George MacCabe Roads, the immediate
subject of this review, received his academic education in the Pottsvillc high school, after which he took up the study of law in the
He was admitted to pracoffice of the late Hon. Lin. Bartholomew.
tice in July. 1880, and has been successful in this line of endeavor
While he may properly be termed a
in all that the word implies.
corporation lawyer, he has a general clientele, and a diversified business, though he principally appears on the civil side of the common
pleas court, and in equity.
A stanch supporter of the Republican
party, he is. however, an outspoken advocate of party independence
in the selection of the judiciary, and in local affairs also he exercises
the right of independent judgment. He is a member of the Pennsylvania state bar association, and of the Schuvlkill countv bar associa<
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June 22, 1882, Mr. Roads was united in marriage to Miss Maud
a daughter of Col. Z. P. Bojjer, of Pottsville, Pa., and to them have
been born four children, three of whom are living: Catharine B.,
George M., and Prall B. Roads.
Roeder, Elias R., is a son of Joseph and Sarah (Reber) Roeder.
The family line for five generations back is as follows Herman
Anton and Christian Roeder; Conrad Roeder, born May 13, 1757, in
North Driedorf-Nafau, Uiellenburg, Germany; Kasper Roeder, born
Aug. 3, 1788; Joseph and Sarah (Reber) Roeder; Elias R. Roeder.
The last, Elias R., was born at Roeders, Schuylkill county, March 3,
1861.
His father, who was a stone-mason by trade, but also followed farming, died in 1904. Elias was educated in the schools of
his birthplace, and at the age of eighteen went to work on his
father's farin, remaining there until 1886. when he went into the
general mercantile business at Summit Station, where he has continued in the same up to the present time. Apr. 26, 1884, A-Ir. Roeder
married Caroline Reber, daughter of Daniel Reber, of South Manheim township. Four of the children born to them two sons and
two daughters are living, viz. Herbert Mabel, married to Casper
Roeder, of Summit Station and Joseph D. and Edna, at home. In
The members of the family bepolitics Mr. Roeder is a Democrat.
long to the Lutheran church of Summit Station. Mr. Roeder was
agent for the Philadelphia & Reading Railway Company for fifteen
Mr. Roeder has
years and has been postmaster for nineteen years.
in his possession an interesting historical relic in the shape of a copy
of Freiheits Presse, a German paper published in Orwigsburg, on
Nov. 10, 1826, by Grim & Thomas.
Rogers, Jerome Bonaparte, M. D., a regular practicing physician
and surgeon of Pottsville, is a native of Jersey City, N. J., where he
was born Oct. 20, 1876. His father, Jerome Bonaparte Rogers, was
born at Tom's River, N. J., and his mother, whose maiden name was
Mary Allen, was a native of Jersey City. The mother died in 1877,
and as the father spent his life on the ocean, Dr. Rogers has been
separated from his immediate family during most of his lifetime. His
father was a captain in the United States navy, commencing with the
Civil war, and continuing in service until retired by the age limit.
He died in the year 1900. Two of the father's brothers were officers
in the Union navy, their names being Alfred and Henry C. Rogers.
The evidence of the honorable service of Paul Potter in the Revolutionary war is unquestioned, and this distinction has been transmitted
to his posterity, his daughter, Mrs. Samuel (Potter) Rogers, being
the paternal grandmother of Dr. Rogers of this sketch.
She was a
a member of the New Jersey chapter. Daughters of the American
Revolution, her number being three hundred and eighty-five.
Dr.
Rogers is the only one of his family remaining in the east. He has
one brother, two full sisters and a half-sister living on the Pacific
coast.
These are J. Raymond Rogers, Aline Rogers and Lulu S.
Rogers, of Portland, Ore., and the half-sister, Mrs. D. C. Griswold,
of Redmond, Washington. Other relatives are scattered through the
tion.

E.,

:

—

—

:

;

;
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middle west, the lloii. S;iiuiul 1\. \ an Sant, cx-(i<)vcrnt)r of MinneiJr. J. IJ.
sota. U-inj: an nmli- of tlic Rogers family just mcntiunrd.
Rogers was etUicated at Pennington sennnary. in hi> native state,
and professionally educateil at JelYerson medical college in I'lnladelpliia. being graduated from tins in>tit(itiMn with the class of l(/J4.
lie located in I'ottsville xxm after comi"leting his college course, and
lie served one year as
has established a good general practice,
Dr. Rogers is a meudx-r
resident physician at the I'ottsville hospital.
of the Schuylkill coimty medical siKiety anti of the American medalso of the Phi .\lpha Sigma medical fraternity. He
ical as.sociation
is a Republican in ]K>litical afVdiations, and is a member of the Meth;

odist

l-".)iisi-o|ial

churcti in I'ottsville.

Romberger, John G., proprietor of the N'alley \'ic\v roller mills,
was lKirn at Curtin. Dauphin county. Pa.. .\ug. lo, tS--. His father,
whose name was also John G., was a native of that place, an<l his
mother, whose maiden name was Anna Clark, was torn near Hebe,
Northumlx-rland county. The father was a farmer by vocation and
passed the latter part of his life at Fi.shville. where he died in 1887.
His wi<low is now living at lierrysburg. Daujihin county. They had
IJuma is at Fishthirteen children, of whom nine are yet living.
David is in California: (ieorge is a farmer in Ilegins township,
Schuylkill county: John (1. is the subject of this sketch: Jennie, Sallic,
John G. Romdiaries. Ellen and Hannah live at Sunbury, Pa.
lx*rger attended the common schools in his early boyhood and at the
age of ten years he began working on the farm. He continued in
this occupation for several years and then started in to learn the
After two years there he came to
miller's trade at Hoycr's mill.
X'alley \ icw. where he worked about a year for H. H. Shrf)i)e & Hro.
At the end of that time he bought the mill property and sixty acres
of land, thirty-tive of which were under cultivation. The mill is a
substantial brick building, with a capacity of twenty-five barrels a
His brands
day. and equipped with modern machinery throughout.
He
of flour are the "Miner's l-avorite, and "Latest I'p to Date."
keeps two teams constantly employed in delivering flour, selling his
product at Tower City. Tremont. iratz. and other near-by towns,
and also ships considerable quantities from Good Spring. The principal crop on his farm is wheat, and he devotes some attention to
feeding hogs and raising poultry, white Leghorn chickens being his
specialty.
His father was a Democrat and a member of the Lutheran
church, but in politics he himself votes independently and in religious
matters affiliates with the L'nited Brethren church. March 26. 1896,
:Mr. Romberger married a daughter of Paul Wolfgang, of \''alley
\'iew. and they have six children
Paul, \'crnon. .Vrlin, Ellen,
ville;

"

(

:

Charles and Hannah.

Roth, Charles F., a prosperous general merchant of Ringtown.
l>orn at Whitehaven, Pa., in 1862.
He is one of two children of
Charles and Eliza
P.ensceuter
Roth, the other being a sister, Ida,
now Mrs. Watson Baker, of Kelley Cross-roads. Union county. Both
parents had children by previous marriages. The father's first wife

was

(

)
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was a Miss Yost and the children were Ehzabeth, Mary, Henry, John
and William. The mother was formerly Mrs. lirown and her chilThe subject of this sketch
dren were (Jeor^e, limma and Mary.
attended the ])ul)lic schools of Whitehaven and did not leave the
parental roof until he was twenty-six years of age, working meantime
on the farm with his father. His first employment away from home
was in the grocery business in Union county. In 1893 he came to
Ringtown and opened a general merchandise store, which he has
Since his coming his
continued most successfully since that time.
patronage has increased and he has added to his stock jiroportionkeeping his place of business the most modern in the borough.
In 1888, at New Mahoning, Carbon county, was celebrated Mr. Roth's
marriage to Miss Ella K. Arner, daughter of Henry and Harriet
Arner. Mrs. Roth is one of seven children, the others being Nettie
William, Joseph and Brinton.
Mr. and Mrs.
J., Emma, Jefferson,
Roth have one child, William Ernest. The mother and son are memately,

Fraterbers of the Reformed church, and the father is a Baptist.
nally Mr. Roth is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of the Golden Eagle and the Patriotic Order of the
Sons of America. His political affiliations are with no particular
party in local affairs, and he exercises his right of franchise as his
conscience and judgment dictate.
In national affairs his sympathies
are with the Republican party, and he generally votes for the party
candidates who are to have a hand in the framing of measures of
large import.
Rumbel, Francis, a prominent citizen of Ringtown and a merchant whose name in connection with a project or enterprise is
synonymous of square dealing and modern ideas, was born in Union
township, this county, in 1851. He is one of the seven children of
Henry and Elizabeth (Singley) Rumbel and is a descendant of a line
The paternal grandparents. Henry and
of Pennsylvania pioneers.
Salome (Andrews) Rumbel, were residents of New Ringgold, and
the maternal grandparents, Lawrence and Catherine (Geahart) Singley, were born in Berks and Columbia counties, respectively.
The
subject of this sketch attended school until he was eighteen years of
age and then put in his time for three years on his father's farm. The
year he attained his majority he started business in Ringtown by
opening a tinsmith shop and employing a man to teach him the trade.
Subsequently he added other branches to his place of business, until

A

contained grocery, hardware and boot and shoe departments.
portion of these interests he has since disposed to other parties, and
he oversees the management of the remainder himself.
In 1873
was solemnized Mr. Rumbel's marriage to Miss Violetta Lebenberg,
daughter of David and Rebecca (Dornbach) Lebenburg.
To Mr.
and Mrs. Rumbel have been born two children a son and a daughit

—

The

Ralph Monroe, is an electrical engineer bv vocation
and is general foreman of the works of the \^'estern Electric Company of Chicago, and the daughter, Sadie Rebecca, is the wife of
Maurice F. Rentschler of Ringtown. The family are of the Luth-

ter.

son,
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cran faith ami the parents arc comnmnicaiUs „( St. Ichn's
cliunh of
that .lencmiiiation in KmKlown.
Mr. Kunihel is i<lenti(K-.l with no
political party or organization, ami has never lieM or
a.spire.i lo pnl>hc othce.
Me was one of the organizers an.l a charter niemlK-r of
LoilRC .\o. J87 of the Imlepemleiit Order of Odd Fellows.
Personally he i> a man of clean, wholesome hahils. fine
carriage and a

maniur that makes him many friends.
Rumbel. William H.. a prospennis fruit grower and the owner
of the largest orchard in the Catawissa vallev. was lM)rn
Jan 20,
genial. cniirieou>

1854. at Rmgt.nvn.
He is one of three children of Daniel and Sarah
(Seltzer) Kiimln-1. the others heing Trenton \V. and Knima
the
latter of whom is now the wife of Dr.
H. D. Rcntschler. of Ringtown.
The puhlic schools of his native Ixirough, which he attended
until he was seventeen years of age. afforded
all the specific educa-

M.

advantages Mr. Rumhel ever received.
Mis first occupation
was as a helper on a farm, and then for four vcars he rented
and
worked a place. .At the expiration of that time he had accumulated
sutticicnt savings to purchase the farm which
he now owns and manages. The place contains the largest and one
of the most productive
tional

orchards m the Catawissa valley, and the fruit is renowned
throughout the region.
In Oct. 1873. Mr. Rumhel married Miss Louisa
Sides, one of the nine children of Samuel and
Maria nUrnard)
Sides.
The names of the others are folm P... Samuel I'... Daniel K
Benjamin. Barbara. Sarah. Delilah and Maria.
I'.arhara is Mrs'
Jonas Watson, of Kansas City: Sarah is Mrs. Ccorgc Hastings
of
Lancaster City: Delilah is Mrs. Llim Glouncr, of Lancaster
county;
and Maria is Mrs. Harry .\Liurer. of Lancaster countv.
To Mr and
Mrs. Rumbel have been born twelve children— \'aicria.
Gertrude
Grace. Anna. Clara. Winifred. Esther. Philip, \\arren.
Carrie Pari
and Beatrice. Of these Gertrude. Pari and Winifred arc
deceased.
The family are all members of the Lutheran church of Ringtown
In political matters Mr. Rumbel is a Republican,
but, aside from
service at

two

different elections as an inspector, he has never held
Pratemallv he is identified with Camp Xo.
Patriotic Order of the Sons of .\mcrica. at Ringtown.

political or public office.

265 of the

He

is

a

man

exemplary

of fine physique, excellent carriage and withal

is

a most

citizen.

Russell, H. B. C, an officer in the Pcnnsvlvania state
militia and
general loreman of the Philadelphia & Reading railroad
shops at
Tamaqua. was liorn in Schuylkill countv. Dec. 6." 1873. He is
a son
of James and Emma
Bishop
Russell', both native 'Pennsylvanians
and among the early residents of Tamaqua. The father 'was
employed by the Philadelphia & Reading railroad the greater
part of
his active life, and was a quiet, unassuming citizen.
His death occurred Aug. 20. iro4. when he had reached his sixtv-ftfth vear.
The
mother survives him. making her home in Tamaqua. The subject
ot this sketch is the eldest of the seven children in
the familv.
Ida
May IS the wife of John Enterline. a traveling salesman whose home
IS
Tamaqua Blanche lives with her mother Earl is a printer and
superintendent of the Tamaqua Recorder James H. is fireman
on a
(

m

»

:

:

;
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passenger locomotive on the i'hiladelphia & Reading; Rolson King
with his brother; and Anna, the youngest, is a memis in the shops
ber of the high school class of' 1907. Captain H. B. C. Russell, subject of this sketch, attended the public schools of Taniaqua and
after he had completed the courses offered there he went into the
When
railroad shops and served an ajaprenticeship as a molderhe had mastered that trade he worked at it for a few years and then
became an apprentice to the machinist's trade. With the exception
of the time he was serving his country in the Spanish-American
war he has been continuously employed in that line for more than
eighteen years. His selection to the position of foreman of the shops
came on ]\'Iarch 8, 1905. He has general charge of the 165 men
On Sept. 12, 1889,
employed, planning and assigning their work.
Captain Russell enlisted in the Pennsylvania National Guard as a priHis connection with the Tamaqua company continued through
vate.
several years, and in 1898, when President McKinley's call for volvinteers came, he went out as first sergeant with Company B of the
The regiment was mustered into the
8th Pennsylvania infantry.
service at Mount Gretna, and went from there to Falls Church, \'a.,
near Washington, D. C. After four months of camp life there the
organization was sent to Harrisburg. While at the latter place Sergeant Russell was appointed first lieutenant by Governor Hastings.
The following six months were spent at Augusta, Ga., where the
promotion to captain came to the subject of this sketch from GovShortly afterward the company was discharged and
ernor Stone.
came home. When the captain left for the front his friends feared
that he would fail to pass the physical examination, as he weighed
but 109 pounds and was not in very vigorous health.
Outdoor life
was apparently just what was needed, however, as it made a new
man of him. When he returned he weighed 210 pounds, and to-day
he is in the prime of a vigorous, healthy manhood. On Christmas
day, 1898, his company presented him with a handsome sword and
belt, as a token of the esteem in which he was held.
June 28, 1905,
Captain Russell married Miss Cinnie Kantner, a native of Tamaqua,
and a daughter of Wesley and Sophia Kantner. Mrs. RusselFs
father is deceased, but her mother is still a resident of Tamaqua.
The captain and his wife are both devout communicants of the INIethodist Episcopal church.
Mr. Russell is a member of the Blue Lodge
of the Masonic order, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in
which he has held all the chairs and is now a trustee of the cemetery and hall the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Sons
of America, the order of Rebekahs. and the hose companv of Tamaqua. In politics he is a stanch believer in the principles of the Republican party, and he has a number of times been a delegate to state
and county conventionsPersonally the captain is a man of fine
physique, soldierly bearing and courteous manner an ideal soldier
and polished gentleman.
Rynkiewicz, Walter W., the proficient secretary of the Home
brewing company of Shenandoah, is a native of Russian Poland,
;

—
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fir^t saw tlie hfiht of da> i«ii May S. 1S70.
Wlien a child
he eniiu' to Shennmloah wilh liis parents, and since that time he has
kniuM) no other home.
His educational ndvanta^es were those of

where he

the |inl>hc schools of his home Uironiiili, and tlie first work he did for
When he had si-rveil a year in that caa hvelihood was as a clerk.
pacity he etnliarked in the meat hu.-iness under his own name.
This

he eontiiuied most successfully until nxx). the year of the incor|v>ration of the Home hrewinp company, in which he hail heconie financially interested as a stockliolder and a director.
.\t the first meetinjj
of the stockholders of the new corporation.
Mr. Kynkiewicz was
made the secretary of the com[iany. and at each annual meeting since
that time he has been re-elected to the position.
I'i)litically he has
Oemocratic leaninps, es|x'cially in regard to national atTair>, hut the
exercise of his ripht of franchise in local elections is influenced only
by his own judpment. The only elective office he has ever held is
that of justice of the peace, of which he was the incumbent for one
tern).
In i8<)7 Mr. Rynkiewicz married Miss .\pnes Kubilus, a
native of Shenandoah, but of Polish parentape.
To this uni"n there
has In'en Ixirn one child. Helen, who is now an attendant of the public schimls.
.Mr. Rynkiewicz is a son of Felix and Dominica Rynkiewicz. Iioth natives of Poland. The father died on March 10. ii)04,
leavinp. Ix-side his widow, a family of six children.
These in order
of birth are b'rank. Walter W.. r>ertha. Henry. Ella and P"clix. The
twii oldest are married and the others make their home with tluir

mother in Shenandoah.
Ryon. George W. The subject of this bioprajihical rc\ iew. Col.
I'lcnrpc W. Ryon. is a representative of one of I'ottsvillc's most
honored famihes. He is a son of Hon. James Ryon, late a prominent lawyer, who served as president jud.pe in Schuylkill countv from
t8^>2 until 1872. and represented the county in the state lepislature.
He was also extensively interested in coal operations, being a member of the firm doinjj business under the title of John .Anderson &
Co.
He was married in iS^d to Miss Charl'iitc .\. Wolfe, and of

—

their three children the subject of this sketch is the eldest, the others
beinp John P. Ryon, of Pottsville. and Mrs. I'lorence R. Patterson.
Judpe James Rvon was a brother of Hon. John W. Ryon. a wellknown lawyer and politician in Pottsville. Pioth were natives of Tiopa
county. Pennsylvania, but spent the active years of their lives in this
county.
Their .American penealotjy is traceable beyond the period
of the Revolutionary war. and two of their ancestors served as soldiers in that strife for national independence, one of them havinp
been a quartermaster under Washinpton. Hon. James Ryon was born
at Lawrenceville. Tiopa county, in Oct. 1831.
His wife was a native
of York. Pa. She died in Jan.. 1808. and her husbands death occurred
just two vears later. Georpe W. Ryon. the subject of this article, was
born in Columbia. T^ancaster cotmtv. Pa.. March 24. 1862. He was
educated in the Pottsville hiph school and at Lafavette collepe. in
which last named institution he was praduated with the class of 1884,
receiving the deprn. <^i P.achelor of Arts.
Three years later the
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Colonel Ryon
degree of Master of Arts was conferred uijon him.
in 1887,
county
Schuylkill
the
of
before
bar
practice
to
admitted
was
and has since been engaged in the active work of his profession. He
is devoted to the law, and ignores the allurements of office and the
Colonel Ryon has been prominently assouncertainties of jjolitics.
ciated with the National Guard of Pennsylvania, having enlisted as
By various
a private in Comi)any H, of the 8th regiment, in 1887.
promotions he became lieutenant-colonel and assistant commissarygeneral on the staff of the commander-in-chief, Governor Robert E.
He retired from the service at the expiration of his term,
Pattison.
Colonel Ryon was married Oct. 9, 1888, to Miss Mary
in 1895.
Bruner, a daughter of Dr. William and Jane (Woodworth) Bruner,
Four children have been born to this union, the
of San Francisco.
eldest of whom is James Bruner, born July 23, 1889; George Wolfe
was born June 18, 1892; Walter Greenland was born July 5, 1894;
and John Woodworth was born Sept. 20, 1901. Mr. Ryon is a DemHe is a member of the First Presbyterian
ocrat in political views.
church in Pottsville. He is not affiliated with any social or beneficial
He is an active memfraternities except the Order of Heptasophs.
ber of the Schuylkill county historical society.
Sabold, William H., Sr. The subject of this sketch, has been
in the employ of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company for
more than forty years, a record in railroading which is seldom
equalled, and a standing recommendation as to faithfulness and effiMr. Sabold entered the employ of this company during the
ciency.
Civil war, and served in various capacities until in 1883, when he
was promoted to his present position, that of yard-master of the exMr. Sabold served about a year in the
tensive yards at Palo Alto.
army during the Civil war, as a member of Company H, 175th Pennsylvania infantry, under command of Colonel S. A. Dyer and Captain Steele.
He was born at Pottstown, Montgomery county. Pa.,
Oct. 5, 1840. and his parents, John and Mary (Schick) Sabold, were
also natives of the same county.
They are both deceased. Mr. Sabold was« reared and educated in Pottstown, Pa., where he was married in 1862, choosing for his life companion Miss Annie Favinger,
a daughter of Charles and Lydia (Mauger) Favinger, of Pottstown.
Six children were born to this union, the eldest of whom, Sallie,
died in 1864
William H., Jr., resides in Palo Alto Anne Liddle
died Sept. 5, 1906; Harvey is a resident of Pottsville; Mrs. Mary
Berger resides in Palo Alto, and Miss Bertha is still under the parental roofMr. Sabold is a Republican in political views, and the
family are members of the Lutheran church. He is a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. The parents of his wife, like
his own, are both deceased.
The family resides at No. 404 West
Bacon street, Palo Alto, and is well and favorably known throughout
a large circle of acquaintances in Schuylkill countv.
Sallade, J. Frank, a practical marble worker and nroprietnr of an
establishment at 1401 West Market street, PottsviKe, was born in
Berks county on July 25, 1866, the second in order of birth of the

—

;
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The
ten cliildrin Ixtii to William H. and Elizabeth itni\
family is of li(iK»*"»t>t extraction and the father was a teacher ami
The other inemhers oi the family are Alfred,
a marhlc-ciitter.
i

Mary, Jerome, Sarah Jane. Annie, Henry, Ira and Sttll.t.
Henry and Jeronie are doceasid Alfml i^ a carpentir in
Lehigh etnmty Ira is a cifjar mannfactnrer in Mr>ntKomery comity,
in which three of the sisters live, the other two residing in I'.erks

Liniisa,

C)f these

;

:

The suhject
All are married with the exce|)tion of Stella.
connty.
of this sketch remained at home nntil lie had reached his majority,
attending the jnihlic schools and learning his vocation from his father.
When he had lieconic a master of the stoiu-cntters trade he hired
out at ditTerent places as a jonrneyman, in the conrsc of his labors
There he reentering the employ of Richard Collins, of I'ottsville
mained for a iieriod of fifteen years, at the end of which time, in
September, I'KJ.V he established liimself in the business and has been
Me emjiloys one journeyman and does all
measurably successful.
kinds of stone and granite cutting, including monumental anri building work.
On Dec. 27. K)02, .Mr. Sallnde married Miss Helen L.
DeTurk. of DeTurksville, and a daughter of Samuel G. DeTurk,
who was one of the county commissioners at the time of the building of the new court house.
To Mr. and Mrs. Salladc have been
lx>rn two children. .\my Fvelyn. now twelve years old. and Roy RdPioth jiarents arc members of the ("ierman
gar. eight years of age.
Lutheran church, in which faith the children are being reared. Mr.
Sallade is a proficient musician, playing several different instruments, and since January. 1880. has been clarinet player in the Third
During the seaBrigade band of the Pennsylvania National Guard
son of theatrical engagements he is often employed at the different
His ability in
houses in Pottsvillc as a member of the orchestras.
this line has been of nnicli practical value to him as it has meant his attendance with musical organizations at inaugurations of president
Politically Mr.
and governors. Xatiimal iuard encampments, etc.
Salladc is absolutely independent, exercising his right oi franchise
Fraternally he is identified with Lily of tire \"alley
as he pleases.
Lodge, Xo. 281. and Franklin Encampment, Xo. 4, the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, and Washington caTiip. Xo. 36. Patriotic f)rder of the Sons of .-\merica. He is a skilled and capable workman,
of rare business sense, and withal an exemplary type of citizen.
Sanner, Fred W., one of the most influential members of the
commercial life of Tremont and a prominent citizen of that borough,
was born in Minersville, Pa., Sept. 8. 1870, a son of the late Rev.
Daniel and Elizabeth (Helentahl) Sanner. both natives of GermanyThe parents immigrated to this country in 1855. coming direct to
Schuylkill connty. where the father obtained employment in the
In his spare moments be devoted his lime to preparing for
mines.
the Lutheran ministry, under the Rev. Mr. Hinterleitner. of Pottsville. and for thirty-seven years after he had completed his studies
he was a minister of the gospel, thirty-two years of the time being"
spent as pastor of the Lutheran congregation at Tremont. In 1891
(
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left the ministry to become the casiiicr of the private bank of
Mr. John Werntz, of Pine Grove, and remained the incumbent of
His widow,
that position until Dec. 19, 1897, the day of his death.
now in her seventieth year, is still hearty and robust and an honored
There were eight children in the family. The
resident of Tremont.
Annie is the wife
eldest, a coal operator, was drowned in the south.
of Lewis Ebener of Tremont, and Josephine is the wife of Rev. Dr.
Nicum, pastor of the Lutheran church at Rochester, N. Y. He is
also a prominent member of the faculty of the Wagner Memorial
college.
Louise is Mrs. John Michel, of Tremont, and Alvena is the
wife of Mr. W. C. Hack, of Shamokin. Mr. Hack is a very prominent hardware merchant and is interested in business with Mr. San-

he

The subalso president of the Tremont National bank.
is the sixth member of the family in order of birth.
He attended the schools of Schuylkill county and then for five years
was employed as a clerk in the hardware store of his brother-in-law,

ner.

He

is

ject of this sketch

From there he removed to Tamaqua and
in TremontThe
for another period of five years was a salesman for E. J. Fry.
following six years he spent as a salesman for Seligman & Co.. of
Tamaqua, and then he returned to Tremont, where he and his brother,
Since
E. D. Sanner, bought the hardware store of W. G. Hack.
Dec. 29, 1903, Mr. Sanner has been the sole proprietor of the TreMr. Hack,

mont store- Li July, 1906, he opened a branch store in Minersville
and operates it through a resident manager, Mr. R. A. Neifert. He
does a jobbing business largely and has salesmen on the road from
both houses. His employes number twenty-six men and his patronage is by no means limited to a small area. Aside from bis hardware business he has a rather extensive trade in steam heating and
plumbing. He is also a director of the Tremont National bank, president of the board of school directors, president of the Business
Men's association, and a member of the board of health. On Sept.
25, 1895, Mr. Sanner married Miss Anna Kleckner, a daughter of
Nathaniel and Louise Kleckner, formerly of Tamaqua. The mother
is deceased, but the father is living and makes his home with his

Tremrnt. To Mr. and Mrs. Sanner have been born two
Louise and Harold Linn.
Both Mr. and Mrs.
Sanner are devout communicants of the Lutheran church.
Santee, George O. O., M. D., of Schuylkill Haven, resident
physician of the Schuylkill county almshouse and secretary of the
county medical society, was born at Petersville in Northampton
county on Nov. 6, 1875, ai'^d is one of four children of James M. and
Diana (Kuntz) Santee, the others being Herbert J., Anna M. and
Arta L. The father is a prominent miller and represented his district in the lower house of the state legislature during the recent session.
In early life the doctor attended the public schools of his native borough, and subsequently took a course in the Keystone state
normal school at Kutztown. Then for three years he was engaged
in pedagogic work before entering the Jefferson medical college of
Philadelphia, where he took a three years' course and was gradudaughter
children

in
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llic dcurcc of IltHTtor of Mcdicific
In SiiitiMnlKr, iS'<7. ho
iKfjan lii> practice at t rcsMUia, ami CDnlimicil in his private profcssiunal work until Jaiinary. i<)cyi, when he received the ap|Hiintnient of
resident physician of the Schuylkill county almshouse, and at the
present time is serving in that capacity. In politics he is a Uepiihlican,
Fraternally he is affilibut has never served in any official position.
In July,
atcil with the Masonic order and the Royal .Arcainnu.

atcd Willi

Dr. Santee married Rosa Kle]ii)inKer, rlau>;htcr of Frank Klcpof Northampton county, and to this union have l)een l)orn
two sons and a daughter: Russell S.. Sterling i. anil .Xniiii- M., all
living.
The family arc all memliers of the Reformed church of Crcs.sona. anrl the father is a member of the county historical society.
He
is also prominently identified with the state and .\merican medical
societies.
He is a man who has come to the front through his enteriS')\.

pinj^er.

(

l>risc

and

ability.

Saterlee, Britton W., assistant trainmaster for the Philadelphia
& Reading railroad at Cres.sona. was l)orn Scjit. 4, i>Vi4, at Kartbaus,
Clearfield county. Pa., a son of P.ritton \V. and Lucy (Fcnderson)
Saterlee. The paternal grandparents were F.dward N. and Lucy
(Falkner) Saterlee. the former a native of northeast New York, and
The maternal grandparents
the latter of northern Pennsylvania.
were John and Lucy (Clemens) Fenderson. the former born in I'.an.Mrs. [•"endcrson was a
gor. Maine, and the latter in Massachusetts.
Britton W. Saterlee,
first cousin of Edward Fverctt, the historian.
Sr., enlisted in March. iS/')4. in Company L. of the 7th Pennsylvania
cavalry and the following month succumbed to typhoid fever. After
his death his widow became the wife of John C. East, who was a
memlx-r of the 146th \'irginia Confederate infantry in the Civil war,
but who took the oath of allegiance prior to the cessation of hostilities.
P.y this marriage she was the mother of three sons and as
many daughters Martha M.. Mildred E. (deceased). John L.. William T., Carrie S. and James E. The subject of this sketch attended
the public schools of New York state from 1869 to 1875 and the soldiers' orphans* school at White Hill. Cumberland county, from 1875
to 1880.
His first employment was as a mechanic with the Lycoming Rubber Company of Williamsptort, where he remainerl for a period
of eight years. For one year he was with the Perkins & Miller Lumber Company, of Westlake. La., and then in i8f)o be accepted a position as clerk for the Philadelphia & Reading railroad at Williamsport.
In 1893 he was made freight agent at Shippcnsburg and six years
later was promoted to the position of assistant trainmaster at Palo
Alto. The next year he went to Allentown in the same capacity and
in 1903 was assigned to his present position at Cressona.
On Sept.
10, 1882. Mr. Saterlee married Miss Eda L. Managan. a daughter of
Thomas and Harriet eP.ixby) Managan. of Tioga. Nine children
blessed this union, five of whom survive.
.Arietta, the eldest, is the
wife of William H. Hansford, of Philadelphia, but formerly of Richmond. Va. The others are Harriet L., Ida M.. Gerald B. and Eda
Hilma
The family are all members of the First Presbyterian

—
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church of Pottsville. Mr. Saterlec is a mcmhcr of Cressona Lodge,
No. 426, Free and Accepted Masons, and of JVUtsville Council, NoJn his political views he is absolutely inde965, Royal Arcanum.
Although his residence in
pendent of any party or organization.
Cressona has been of comparatively short duration, he has come to be
one of the most respected citizens of the community.
Sauerbrey, William A., outside sui)erintendent for the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron Company, with headquarters at
Ashland, is a son of Frederick and Minnie F. Sauerbrey, and a native
He
of Germany, having been born at Hanover on Aug. 14, 1846.
came with his parents to the United States in 1854, before his eighth
birthday, and located in Pottsville, where the father found employment as a miner. Less than a year after his arrival the father was
The widowed mother still
killed by an explosion of gas in the mine.
survives and on Feb. 25, 1907, celebrated her 103d birthday.. Of the
six children in the family there are but three survivors, the two
daughters Mrs. Joseph Reighter, of Hazleton, and Mrs. Rebecca
Kerschner, of Mahanoy City— and the youngest son, the subject of
The deceased members were Frederick, Charles and
this memoir.
Ernest.
The mother's eyesight and hearing have become somewhat
impaired, but otherwise she is remarkably well preserved in mind and
body. The death of his father made it necessary for William to go
to work while still a boy and shortly after that sad event he entered
the employ of a mining company as a slate picker. Mining has been
his life work and he has worked through all the grades until he became outside foreman for the St. Nicholas Company at St. Nicholas.
On leaving that company he accepted a similar position with the Philadelphia & Reading concern at St. Nicholas, and for twenty-three
years, until Feb. 19, 1904, he continued in that capacity.
Then he

—

was promoted
land and has

and removed to Ashand thoroughness.
On Jan- 24, 1866, Mr. Sauerbrey married Miss Mary Beck,
of St. Nicholas, a daughter of John and Margaret (Schultz) Beck,
natives of Saxony, Germany.
The children born to Mr. and Mrs.
Sauerbrey were nine in number, viz. Emma J., the wife of Ivan
Welhaf; Mary M., who married Andrew Brqdbury, and is now deceased; Minnie L., now Mrs. George Mathias; William J.; Kate M.,
now Mrs- William Coombe Charles F. Chester Harry and Rhoda,
wife of Edgar Maschal.
The family are all communicants of the
English Lutheran church. In politics the father is an exponent of
Republican principles, but has never held office.
Fraternally he is
associated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights
of the Golden Eagle, the Royal Arcanum, the Improved Order of
Red Men and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
Scanlan, William J., M. D., of Shenandoah. Pa., was born in
Port Carbon. Schuylkill county, Oct. 20, 1869, and is a son of Michael
C. and Isabella (McManagle) Scanlan, the former of whom was
born in Brooklyn, N. Y., in 1825, and the latter in the State of Pennsylvania in 1827.
Michael C. Scanlan was an active worker in the
to his present responsible position

filled

that position since with capability

:

;

;

;
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ranks of llic RcpiiMicnii |varly ami in 1881 licM the office of slu-rifT
of Schnylkill county. His wife, Isaln-lla McManaglc. was one of the
first feniale iKisscnjjers wlio rotle over tlie tannjus switcliback railroad at Mauch (.Inntk. Dr. Win. J. Scanlan receivcJ his elementary
ethication in the public schcx)ls of Girarilvillc, I'a., and later attended
After
the Kut/tnwn normal school, where he ^f-'xl'i-'tt*^'^ '" '^Olhis fjrailuation from the normal scIiih)!. he enKajfcil in the |H'daKonii"
prot'essioii for five years, when, having; <lecided to make the medical
profession his life work, he entered the .Medico-l^'hiru^jical college
of riiiladelphia in |}<«X) and received his well earned decree of Doctor
of Medicine fronj that famous institution in l8<i<j. .\fter his (i^raduation he l«>cated in .Shenandoah for the practice of his profession and
front rank among the physicians of that
is rapidly forjjinp to the
city.
Dr. Scanlan is a Ke|)ul)lican in inditics, is a cimnnmicant of
the Roman Catholic church and is also a member of its attending
organizations, the Knights of e'ohnnbus and Knights of Anmmciafion.
lie is also a member of the Ramblers social club and the Shenandoah medical society.
Schaeffer, Rev. Isaac M., pastor of Zion's Reformed church at
.\shland. I'a.. was lH>rn near Lyon Station. Berks county. Pa.. May
l-"our generations of this family have been represented in
31. iSij~.
Berks and Schuylkill counties, the founder of the family in America
having K-en ( ieorge SchaelTer, a native of Rottenlam. Germany, who
came in 1750. and settled in Oley township, Berks county, lie was a
lieutenant in the Revolutionary war, fought in the battles of Trenton
and Princeton, was at the capture of the Hessians, by Washington,
and died in i~k)2. His son. Philip Schaeffer, paternal great-grandfather of Rev. Isaac M., succeeded to the pioneer homestead, and
Rev. Isaac M.
spent his life in P.erks county, engaged in farming.
Merkel
SchacflFer,
Schaeffer is a son of Daniel I', and Lydia
natives of Richmond township. Berks county, the former l>jrn on
Jan. 13, 1839, and the latter on Jan. 2. 1842. Daniel B. Schaeffer is
Peters) Schaeffer, who spent their lives
a son of Isaac and Rachel
on a farm in P.erks county, and Isaac was a son of Philip, thus completing the .American genealogy. The parents of Rev. Mr. Schaeffer
arc lx>th living on the old honiesteail near Lyon Station. Rev. Isaac
M. Schaeffer received his elementary education in the public schools,
and jirepared for college at the Kutztown normal school. He entered
the sophomore class of Franklin and Marshall college in 1886 and
was graduated with second honors in the class of i88g. He was
graduated at the theological seminary at Lancaster. Pa., in 1802, and
on June m. of that year, entered upon his pastoral duties at Zion's
Reformed church in .\shland. He was married on Sept. 27. 1893
to Miss Margaret E. P.erstler. of Lancaster county. Pa., a daughter
of Evan and Catherine .Amelia (Dague) P.erstler. Two children have
been born to this union. Marion Xaomi and Harold Daniel.
The
church of which Rev. Mr. Schaeffer has had pastoral charge for the
last fifteen years, is one of the religious land-marks in Ashland.
Three church buildings have stood upon the site the first was erected
(

(

;

)
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and dedicated in September, 1858. Rev. J-^udcjiph Duenger, D. D.,
was the first pastor, and to his nntirinfr cnerj^y and devotion to the
cause is due the success wliich crowned the efforts of this strugghng
congregation after many years of discouragements.
H«; remained
with the church for thirty-five years, and his resignation was reluctantly accepted on April 20, 1891, he being then eighty-three years
The second cluirch building was erected under Father Duenger's
old.
It was later enlarged
pastorate, and was dedicated on Feb. 10, 1883.
and improved, and served tiie purposes of the congregation until
replaced, in 1901, by the present handsome edifice, remodeled and reAt a congregational
built from the old structure, at a cost of $12,000.
meeting held on Dec. 31, 1892, Father Duenger was elected pastor
emeritus, at a salary of $200 per annum, and this generous action was
reiterated each succeeding year until his death, on March 16, 1902,
when he had passed the ninety-fourth milestone in his eventful careerThe organization is in a very prosperous condition, and steadily
growing in numerical strength, the present membership being over
This church enjoys the rare distinction of having had but two
1,100.
settled pastorates during its entire history of fifty years.
Schaeffer, John M., is one of the representative business men
and influential and honored citizens of Shenandoah, with whose maHe
terial and civic upbuilding he has been prominently identified.
is further entitled to recognition in his history by reason of the fact
that he is a native of the old Keystone state, where his entire life
has been passed.
Mr. Schaeffer was born at Jeansville, Luzerne
county. Pa., Dec. 2, 1852, a son of Isaac and Elizabeth (Billman)
Schaeffer, both of whom were born in West Penn township, Schuylkill county, and were residents of Tamaqua, this county, at the time
of their death, the father having passed away in 1889 and the mother
in 1892.
Isaac Schaeffer was a blacksmith by trade and vocation, and
removed from Jeansville to Tamaqua in 1865. In the family were
three sons and one daughter
William enlisted for service in defense of the Union in the Civil war, becoming a member of the loth
New Jersey volunteer infantry, and died while in the service Jacob
died in 1880 in Tamaqua Emma is Mrs. Albertson, a widow, and
resides at Lansford, Carbon county and John M. is the youngest of
the children.
The subject of this review was reared to maturity in
T.imaqua, where he duly availed himself of the advantages of the
public schools and served a thorough apprenticeship at the harnessmaker's trade. In 1874 he opened a harness shop at Mahanov Plane,
this county, and continued in business there for three years, when he
moved to Shenandoah, where he has since been actively identified
with the same line of enterprise, in connection with which he has
attained to distinctive prominence and successHe has a large and
well equipped establishment, gives employment to three men. and in
connection with his manufacturing department carries full lines of
:

;

;

;

harness, saddlery, turf supplies, trunks, suit-cases, satchels, etc.
He
owns the building in which his store is located, at 108 North Main
street, and the substantial and attractive structure also constitutes
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Mr. Schacffcr gives a loyal nnd iinswcrviiijj allcKiniicc
his resilience.
|i> the Rcptiliiicin iwuty ami is oiu- of tlu- leaders in its linal rank-;.
He i.s an active worker in the |)arty cause, has served as chairman i,>f
the Ix^ird of county commissioners and as a memlK-r of the city
council, from the third ward, of which latter office he has Ikcu the
Me is a memln-r of the Lutheran church and
incumlH-nt since Kjoj.
In
his wife ami dauj;hter hold memlKrship in the Reformed church.
187.^ was solemnized the marriaRc of Mr. .SchaefFer to Miss I-'lla

Mayer, a native of Cohunhia county, I'a.. and a daughter of Moses
and Catherine Mayer. .Mr. and Mrs. Schaeflfer have one child, .\nnie,
now sujH>rintendent of the telei)honc office in Shenandoah and one of
the [Kijiulnr young ladies of the city.
Schalck, Adolph W., was l)orn Jan. ifi, 1845 in Wiesbaden, Germany. He ajC(|mrcd his primary education in the public scIkxjIs of his
iermnn studies, s.i that he is today
native city, and continued his
Coma lluent German s|)eaker and versed in German literature.
(

ing to .\merica

when only nine years

Gcorpe Schalck, they

at

once settled

old with his
in

Pottsvillc,

father,

the late

which has

l>ccn

of the family ever since. The father was well known as a
He was also a
punsmith, and was himself a celebrated marksman.
mechanical penius, and for many years a hiphly esteemetl citizen of
the

home

Pottsville.
S'oimp Schalck on his arrival in Pottsvillc was at once
sent to the public schools, and having learned some Knplish in his
native country, he made rapid progress, graduating with honors in
1859 in the high sch(xjl, then in the old P.unker Hill school-house.
He then visited the Pottsville academy (now the Henry C. Russell
homestead) to further pursue his stuflics. He wished to iKcomc a
mechanic like his father and after leaving the academy worked for
a year in his father's shop, but it bcconiing apparent that he had not
inherited the father's mechanical skill and genius, and that his apprenticeship was not a success, the father himself advised him to look
In i860 and 1861 he was engaged in
for some other occupationPhiladelphia as a salesman and clerk in a wholesale china and glass
importing house, but as the prospects for advancement and future
inflepcndcnce were poor, and as he became ambitious for a professional career, he returncfl to Pottsville.
He then became a re(X)rtcr
on the "Schuylkill Democrat," at that time the Gcnnan Democratic
organ of Schuylkill county, where he also learned the rudiments of
the printers' art.
He thus early became interested in politics and
public affairs and acquainted with public men.
His first political experience was in the campaign of 1862, when the late Franklin B.
Gowen. (subsequently president of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, and Coal and Iron Companies) was elected district attorney of
Schuylkill county.
Mr. Schalck having thus become acquainted with
Mr. Gowen, accepted a clerkship in his office after the latter's election,
and for six years was closely associated with Mr. (jowen, first as a
law student and clerk and later, after his own admission to the bar
on March 16, i866, as his principal assistant. When Mr. Gowen left

^^x-^^^^TT c2^:A-<:=c-^>i

he

!
1!
I

I"

ii

h
I

n
tin

S

iirn,

f»pr-

rr
II

a
in-/
(i

been

tl

a
gi>

m
.f

r
n:
lJ>

H
he

mi
a '•
in]

pr
fo

Ph
im,
inc

sic

on
Off
th(

pu
PCJ.'

Go\'
roa

!

Scb

Mr
and
law

on

.\'

^..^y^^rrrr

a^^A-^:L.^yL

BIOGRAPHICAL

409

Pottsville in 1868 to open a law office in Philadelphia, Mr. Schalck
in charg-e of the Pottsville office, havinj^ associated with him
the late George De Li. Keim, an old personal friend of Mr. (jowen,
who later succeeded him as president of the Reading Company. In
1870 Mr. Schalck voluntarily severed his associations with these

was put

gentlemen in order to establish an independent practice and to open
an office for himself, which he successfully did, soon ranking among
the foremost members of the junior bar of that period, and acquiring
Since
a large and varied practice in the courts of Schuylkill county.
that time he has been actively engaged in the practice of his profession and is recognised as one of the best read and best equipjjed allaround lawyers at the Schuylkill county bar, being noted for his industry and research and for his perseverance, zeal and fidelity to the
Following his early training and instincts, he,
cause of his clients.
like so many other young lawyers, soon became active in politics and
public affairs.
He has been for many years prominent as a public
speaker and as one of the leaders and campaign managers of his party,
serving also as county chairman a number of times, his first chairmanship being in the Centennial year, when Governor Tilden of New
York swept the county for president. He was chairman in Governor
Pattison's second campaign, when the county gave him a rousing
During
majority, and also in other generally successful campaigns.
these years he also served his party (when not as chairman) in various
other capacities, at personal sacrifices and without recompense.
He
has always been a firm believer in the principles of Jefifersonian and
Jacksonian Democracy and a patriot, but never a narrow-minded or
hide-bound partisan.
In 1877 he was elected district attorney of
the county, serving from 1878 to 1881, during the termination of the
Mollie Maguire troubles, which was one of the most trying periods
in the history of Schuylkill or any other county.
He also served as
county solicitor for a number of years, and is at present serving in
that capacity.
In his long professional and public career he has always been known as the foe of corruption and graft in municipal
and political aflfairs, and at various times has been prominent in investigations and exposures of grafters and boodlers. Mr. Schalck also
saw some strenuous military service during the Civil war. By reason
of his youth and for want of a robust constitution, he was rejected
when he sought to enlist in the early part of the war, yet he actively
participated in the campaigns of 1862 and 1863, in the 6th and 27th
Pennsylvania regiments, whose duty was to drive the Confederates
out of Pennsylvania and back across the Potomac. He is an active
Grand Army man, and for over twenty-seven years has been the
quarter-master of Gowen Post, No. 23, Grand Army of the Republic,
of Pottsville.
He is interested in other patriotic movements and is
well known as a public spirited citizen. He was raised in the Lutheran church for forty years he has been a member of the church
council of the Trinity Lutheran church of Pottsville, and was for many
years the superintendent of its Sunday school, in which he is still a
teacher. He is, however, most liberal and tolerant, recognizing and
:

410
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of .ill other rcli);ious ilciiDtninationH tn the ftille<it
exercise ami enjoyment of their religions lilwrties. Mr. Schalck niarrie«l ICninia R. Hac^elcr. dauKhtcr i>f the late Dr. Charles Haescler,
who was the pioneer homeopathic physician of Schuylkill county, for
many years in active practice here, and whose son, the late Dr. Charles
H. Hacseler (.Mr. Schalcks brother-in-law ». was for many year* rccopiized as one of the ablest ami mo-.t eminent physicians of the county.
1 hey have Init one chiM. Miss Louise < i. Schalck. who is at home, an
efticitiit luipm.Tic tn Iut lather.
Scheibelhut, Leonard C, i- one of the leading; ^leneral merchants
of Yorkville. which place has Iwcn his residence during all of his
comparatively short but exceedinply active business career. He was
bom there on Nov. j, iS^V). a son of Clemens and Christiana
(Neidcrt) ScheilH-lhut, Ixith of whom were N>rn in Hesse Darmstadt.
Cicrmany.
The father was amonu the jiiuncer miners of Schuylkill
comity, built a home in ^o^kvillc and lived there imtil 1S78. when he
removed to Raven Run to assist in the opening of the mine of William Hcaton. Later he removed to Shenandoah and fron) there to
Tremont. where he was killerl while sinking a slope at Kalmia in
i88j.
He left a family of five children, viz: Mary, wife of Joseph
Stock; John; Monica, wife of Frank Hixrk; Leonard C. and CathLeonard C. Scheibelhut. the immediate subject of this review,
erine.
was reared in Schuylkill county, and at the tender age of eight years
started an independent career as a slate-picker in the employ of Williaiu Heaton at Raven Run.
.M the age of sixteen he entered the
mines and followed that <x:cupation until 1 80.2. when he embarke<l in
He has since given his entire
the mercantile business at Yorkville.
attention to that line of endeavor, and in the pursuit of trade has
met with a degree of success commensurate to his honest and painstaking efforts.
Mr. Scheibelhut was married on Sept. 2t,. i8<)5, to
c»piMi<<inf; the ri^lit-i

Catherine, daughter of Isaac and Catherine (Yost) Haupthy. of
Clemens,
Yorkville. and to this union have been Ijorn five children
The family are meml)ers of the
Paul, .\nthony, I^ura and .\lbert.
Roman Catholic church of St. John the I'.aptist at Pottsville. Mr.
Scheibelhut is a member of the Y'orkvillc Fire Company. No. i has
served as treasurer of the Yorkville school board until the consolidation of the borough of Pottsville and Yorkville when he resigned in
favor of the Pottsville treasurer
was president of the Yorkville
common council two terms. In company with his brother John he
operated a colliery on Sharp mountain for five years, from 1806 to
Politically he gives an unswerving allegiance to the time1901.
honored principles of the Democratic party, but has never appeared
in the role of an office-seeker, and the honors that have been given
:

:

;

him have come

unsolicited on his part.
Schilb«, J. A., one of the more prominent citizens of Tamaqua
and a carpenter and contractor by vocation, was bom in Tamaqua
on Oct. 23. 1858. his parents being Christian and Sophia (Webber)
The
Schilbe. both natives of Germany, but married in this state.
father was a miner who came to the L'nited States in 1847 ^^'^ settled
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parents are deceased, the father's death having occurred on April 13,
1889. Of their five children three are living-. (Jeorge, the eldest, a miner,
died at the age of fifty-six; John William, deceased, was the husband
of Dora Raab; Sophia is Mrs. George Schmauch and William, a
miner, married Catherine Raab. and is the father of five children.
The subject of this sketch, the youngest of the family, completed the
course in the Tamaqua public schools, and began his industrial career
He then learned the trade of cabinet and pattern
as a slate-picker.
making at Bishoff's establishment, after which he was for eight years
with Carter & Allen and was then for two years with the Tamaqua
Manufacturing Company. Under the first administration of Grover
Cleveland he served for a time as postmaster, filling out the unexpired term of Dr. R. Boyer. Upon leaving the office, in June, 1889,
after the inauguration of President Harrison, he started in the lumber
business on a small scale. For nine years he was a partner of Henry
Becker, but aside from that he has conducted a business of his own.
He now employs twenty-two men and has erected many of the more
modern dwellings and buildings, among them the Lutheran church
and the J. F. McGinty residence. Besides his lumber yard he owns
and operates a planing mill of goodly proportions. He is also one of
the directors of the First National bank and the incumbent of the
On Oct. 13, 1891, Mr. Schilbe
office of treasurer of the school board.
was united in marriage to Miss Anna Wetterau, daughter of Jacob
and Christina Wetterau of Tamaqua. Both her parents are deceased.
Mrs. Schilbe had two sisters and a brother. Martha is Mrs. John
Greasing, and Catherine is Mrs. Henry Becker, both living in
Tamaqua- The brother, a twin of Mrs. Schilbe, died in 1896 at the
age of twenty-nine years. To Mr. and Mrs. Schilbe have been bom
four children. Erma Anna and George Albert, the first and last born,
died at the ages of three and six months respectively the two sons
living are Clement, aged twelve, and Herbert Lawrence, aged seven
years. In religious matters Mr. Schilbe is identified with the German
Lutheran church and is also prominent in fraternal circles. He has
reached the thirty-second degree of Masonry, is also a Knight Templar
and since he was twenty-two years of age has been a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Since 1894 he has been treasurer of the Tamaqua Lodge and has several times been a delegate to
the Grand Lodge. He also claims membership in the Patriotic Order
of the Sons of America, and is a past officer in four of the orders.
Throughout the county he is recognized as a man of business sagacity,
of the most scrupulous honesty and sterling worth.
Schirner, John C. F., M. D., deceased, for many years a leading physician and surgeon of Schuylkill county, was born at Easton,
Pa., March 4, 1827, a son of John G. and Ehzabeth (Johnson)
Schirner.
The father was born in Saxony, Germany, about 1802,
came to the L^nited States in 1821 and located on the Delaware river
near Easton, Northampton county. He was a tailor by vocation, but
;

;
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His death
Ills life was ctipapcd in the mercantile business.
occurreil in 1870, ten years after his wife's demise. The doctor was
Maria M. is the
the younjjest of the three chil<lreti in the family.
widow of Aaron Serfass and Rosanna C. was the wife of C. M.
WeyRaiidt. .\fter a due ureiiminary traininfj in the schools of Kaston
the subject of this sketch matriculated in the medical department of
the I'niversitv of IVnnsyivania and in Marcii. 1850. was graduated
at that institution with the depree of Doctor of Medicine.
Immediately after praduation he located in Tama»|ua and from that time

most of

was continuously engaged in his
acquired a wide reputation for surgical
skill and was often called by other pliysicians to assist when surgery
was necessary. .A man of high ideals, kindly, sensitive nature and
( )n
symi>atlieti'c touch, he was almost the iileal physician.
Juno 11,
184H. Dr. Schirner married Miss .\nna M. Seip, daughter of William
and .\nna M. Seip of I'.ucks county. Pa. Mr. Sci]) was a tinsmith
and plumber all his life. Of his seven children two. besides Mrs.
Schirner. are livingThey arc Miss Margaret, a resident of Bucks
comity, and Quintus, now in Missouri.
The deceasefl members are
Frances, Sarah, Catherine and Klizal)eth. Dr. Schirner and bis wife
had eight children, two of whom died in infancy. Ella, the eldest,
married Roscoe Reich and is the mother of four children Mabel,
Evelin, Herbert and Charles Owen.
William Ciibson married a Miss
Charles C.
Clark and has two children Ida and Asa Frederick.
was united in marriage to Miss Anna Alsbach and they have four
children
Clarence. Clifford, Guy and J. Charles F.
.Anna Louise
is at home.
F-lwood, <leceased, was a doctor of dental science.
His
wife was Miss Theo Knower, anfl thev had one child, Helen. Edith
is the wife of William H. Williams, a chief train despatclur, anrl they
have one child, Emily Schirner. The death of Dr. Schirner was not
only a loss to a large circle of friends, but to the whole community.
Schmicker, Anthony, director of the poor of Schuylkill county,
the corrlial. genial host of the nioflcrn hostelry in Shenanrloab known
as the "Hotel Franey," was lx)rn in Germany on Sept. 11. 1864, and
is the eldest of the seven children born to William and Wilbelmina
(Hotta) Schmicker, who came to .\sbland in 18^17. The father was
a representative of different breweries in Shenandoah and vicinity,
and remained in the employ of the last one for more than twenty
years.
His death occurred on Feb. 18, 1903. The mother is still
living, a resident of Shenandoah, where the family has been located
until his death

professional
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Sejit. 7,

practice.

1894, he

He
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for

some thirty-seven

years.

Of

the children Eizzie

is

employed as a

seamstress at the almshouse in this county; William is in Reading;
Wilbelmina is a Sister of Christian Charity at St. Louis and Katherine, Frank and Joseph are variously employed in ShenandoahThe
subject of this sketch was still an infant when his parents removed
to this country and all bis educational advantages were acquired in
the public schools of Schuylkill county.
After the completion of his
school work be was variously employed in Shenandoah until November. 1902. when as the successful candidate of the Democratic party
;
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he was elected to tlic
purchased the Hotel I/i,i,icy and is i.ow conducting it in a manner
The hotel is finely
eminently satisfactov. -, the -puMic at large.
equipped and appi iImI throup'ioiit, having been refurnislied and refitted when >!i. Sclimickcr a.^sumed the control, and has all the
modern conveniences of steam heat, electric light, hot and cold water,
The dining room is especially handsome in its furnishings, and
etc.
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children, Patrick and Amm
.r is one of nine children born to her parents, the others
i;cinf.- juhn, Patrick, Richard, Walter, James, Delia, Anna and Kate,
the last named of whom died in infancy. To Mr. and Mrs. Scbmicker
have been born eight children, five of whom are living. They arp
William, Joseph, Anna, Madeline and John and the deceased memThe family are all
bers were Mary, John and an unnamed infant.
communicants of the Roman Catholic faith, though the father is a
member of the Holy Family congregation, a German speaking organization, and the mother of the Church of the Annunciation, where
Mts. Schmicker is prominent
services are conducted in 'English.
in the Ladies' Aid society of her churcl! .iixd 'ler husband is i memThe
ber of all the societies conducted undei r' :], supervision.
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is a talented mus^
and although but eighteen years of age i^
Probably no man in the county is better 1;;
Anthony Schmicker.

eldest son of the family

tidying the piano,
".nd ambitious.
'

;.!opular

than

Schmidt, Christian, is president of the Hon
npr Company
-onccrns
This is one of the leading m;i;ii.
of Shenandoah.
.iiJt, who
in the borough and was incorporated in 1900 by ;
was the prime mover in its establishment and other business men.
The brewery is the outgrowth of a recognition on the part of the
organizers of the possibilities of success in the upbuilding of a home
industry which could successfully compete with the product of outmanufacturers.
.-^ide
The buildings erected were put up with an
iniellig'.-nt appreciation of the needs of such a plant and in harmony
with the modern scientific methods in the brewing of beer.
There
was no labor nor expense spared to obtain the best of help and appliances and the determination of the managesnent was to excel.
It
has been proven by the testimony and examination of expert chemists
and physicians that the acme of cleanliness and purity has been attained in the output of the Home Brewing Company. It was recogfhat to establish a patronage and hold it tiie
nized at
'
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He recently
he was elected to the office of director of the poor.
purchased the Hotel Franey and is now conducting it in a manner
The hotel is finely
eminently satisfactory to the puhlic at large.
equipped and appointed throughout, having been refurnished and refitted when Mr. Schmicker assumed the control, and has all the
modern conveniences of steam heat, electric light, hot and cold water,
The dining room is especially handsome in its furnishings, and
etc.
By no means a small part of the
is frescoed with great artistic taste.
establishment is the bar, furnished with the choicest and best brands

On Feb. i, 1887, Mr. Schmicker was united
of liquors and cigars.
in the bonds of holy wedlock to Miss Mary McHale, a daughter of
Walter and Mary McHale. Mr. and Mrs. McHale are both natives
of Ireland, and after their marriage in the Emerald Isle came to
America in 1862 with two of their children. They located at MinersThe
ville, where the father was for many years engaged in mining.
mother died on June i, 1904, and the father now makes his home in
Mrs.
Philadelphia with two of his children, Patrick and Anna.
Schmicker is one of nine children born to her parents, the others
being John, Patrick, Richard, Walter, James, Delia, Anna and Kate,
the last named of whom died in infancy. To Mr. and Mrs. Schmicker
have been born eight children, five of whom are living. They are
William, Joseph, Anna, Madeline and John and the deceased memThe family are all
bers were Mary, John and an unnamed infant.
communicants of the Roman Catholic faith, though the father is a
member of the Holy Family congregation, a German speaking organization, and the mother of the Church of the Annunciation, where
services are conducted in English.
Mrs. Schmicker is prominent
in the Ladies' Aid society of her church and her husband is a member of all the societies conducted under church supervision.
The
eldest son of the family is a talented musician, is studying the piano,
and although but eighteen years of age is self-reliant and ambitious.
Probably no man in the county is better known or more popular than
Anthony Schmicker.
Schmidt, Christian, is president of the Home Brewing Company
of Shenandoah.
This is one of the leading manufacturing concerns
in the borough and was incorporated in 1900 by Mr. Schmidt, who
was the prime mover in its establishment and other business men.

The brewery

is the outgrowth of a recognition on the part of the
organizers of the possibilities of success in the upbuilding of a home
industry which could successfully compete with the product of outside manufacturers.
The buildings erected were put up with an
intelligent appreciation of the needs of such a plant and in harmony
with the modern scientific methods in the brewing of beer. There,
was no labor nor expense spared to obtain the best of help and appliances and the determination of the management was to excel.
It
has been proven by the testimony and examination of expert chemists
and physicians that the acme of cleanliness and purity has been attained in the output of the Home Brewing Company. It was recognized at the outset that to establish a patronage and hold it the

«1

SCHUYI.KII-L

J

prmluct

«>t

the concern

nin<.l ni>t

that of outside ci»ncerns

which

nnly

JOUNTY
Ik-

the

stmnp

cf|iial

hni the Mi)HTi<it of

in Shenamloah.
eml ha>. been acliieved is eviilenceil In the fact that many
of the rivals have been siipplanteil altogether and others have found
their patronajje greatly decreasedThe man to whose energy and
effort so much of the success of the company is due is Mr. Schmidt.
He was liorn at Treverton. Norihumherland county, in 1H5M, a son of
Philip and Anna Marie
Schissler
Schmidt, hoth native Germans,
who in iWm removeil to .Vshland. and after five years there to
iirardvillc.
At the end of three years aimthiT oh.iiigc wav iD.ide and
the paternal home was established in Shenanc|i)ah.
\\hile still in his
boyhood Mr. Schmidt went to work in a coal breaker and for eighteen

Tliat

hail a

fof>thi>l«l

llii<i

(

)

<

(

years was cmployc<l in different capacities about the mines. At the
age of twenty-six he embarked in the hotel business and at the same
time accepted a position as distributing agent ffir the I_^iuer I'.rewing
Company of Reading, continuing to serve with this company \mtil
he became established in his own business in igoo.
In 1S80 Mr.
Schmidt marrietl Miss Catherine I'.ender. a native of Germany, who
came to the L'nited States with her parents when she was but eleven
years of age. To this union have been Ixirn these children
Mary,
wife of Charles Knapp of Vatesville: Elizabeth. Catherine. Christian,
The family arc all members
J., .\gnes, Annie, Helena and William.
of the Catholic church and devout and regular attendants. Politically
Mr Schmidt is an active worker in behalf of the Democratic party
and as the candidate of that party has been elected to the offices of
borough councilman. ta.\ receiver and member of the board of health,
and in the latter position he is now serving his tenth year. He is a
member of certain social organizations recognized by the creed of
his church and of the Rescue Hook and Ladder Company.
His own
experiences in his struggle for existence in earlier days have made ot
him a valuable friend to the working man. Personally he is unassuming and unobtrusive and is classed as one of the most progressive and influeiuial citizens of Shenandoah.
Schmidt. William J. The Mount Carlwn brewer>- is one of the
substantial industries of Pottsville. as well as a typical representative
of the results of industry, coupled with good judgment and business
sagacity.
In 1872. G. I^renz Schmidt, then a young man of twentvseven. emigrated from his native land, Bavaria. fJermany. and located
in Reading. Pa., where for five years he was in the employ of Lauer
& Co.. brewers. In 1877 he leased from Mr. Lauer what was then
known as the "Orchard P.rcwery," now extinct, and operated that
until 1887.
In the meantime, having decided to enlarge the sphere
of his efforts, he constructed, in 1886. the valuable property now
known as the Mount Carbon brewery. Such portions of the old
Orchard plant as could be made available in the constniction of the

—

—

new. were removed to the site and utilized in the new structure This
property was put in operation in May. 1887. and was conducted successfully by the founder until his death, on Aug. 20. 1803. ^- Lorenz
Schmidt came to America without means, and the valuable property
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which he acc|uired within the space of twenty-one years, was wholly
the result of his own unaided efforts. Since the death of Mr. Schmidt,
the business has been operated very successfully by his sons, under
The brewery is located on
the title of the Lorenz Schmidt estate.
The princiyial structure is
Carbon.
streets,
Mount
and
Main
Center
a handsome brick building 135 feet front, by a depth of 40 feet. The
brewery, proper, is four stories high, while the ice house, storage
rooms, stables, office and residence are ample, and in some cases,
The plant throughout, is equipped with the
elaborate structures.
most modern and improved appliances for the purposes designed. Of
eight children born to G- Lorenz and Theresia (Peters) Schmidt,
three are living, namely: William J., G. Lorenz, and Frederick E.
The sons are employed in the business of the extensive estate, as
manager, foremen, salesmen, etc. The father of this family was a
He was a member of the
soldier during the Franco-Prussian war.
Masonic fraternity, and of the German Lutheran church was a good
citizen, a kind and indulgent husband and father, whose untimely
death was greatly deplored.
Schoen, Jacob B., senior member of the tirm of Schoen Bros.,
cigar manufacturers of Pottsville, was born at Trevorton, Northumberland county. Pa., Jan. 25, i860, a son of Adam and Annie Maria
Elizabeth (Burnhardt) Schoen. The father was born in Rhine Palz,
Byron, Germany, Aug. 5, 1833, and the mother was born in the same
;

vicinity,

Nov.

married

in

26,

1835.

They came

to

America

in

1853, and

were

county in 1855, locating at Middleport, Schuylkill
county, Pa.
The Schoen family is descended from pure German
stock, their ancestors for many generations back having been natives
of the "Rhine Country," near the boundary between Alsace LorThe
raine, (then a province of France) and the German possessions.
paternal grandfather, Henry Schoen, and his wife, whose maiden
name was Burnhardt, were natiVes of the same locality in Germany,
and sprang from wealthy and influential families, both of which were
identified with the farming interests.
The grandfather Schoen was a
man of stalwart frame, brave and fearless nature, and was a soldier
this

army of Germany, enlisting in the cavalry in 1799.
a superb horseman and a favorite with the king. His father
was a member of the German aristocracy, and a man of wealth.
During the Napoleonic wars he exchanged an acre of land for a
loaf of bread.
He was impoverished by his country's wars and died
poor.
In 1853 he came to America and died at Wilkes Barre at the
age of seventy-five years. His wife died in a New York city hospital
the day after her arrival in America.
Her maiden name was Catherine Engle.
The maternal grandparents of Jacob B. Schoen were
Philip and Elizabeth (Graff) Burnhardt, who were born, and spent
their lives in Germany.
The grandfather was a man of great intelligence, was the legal adviser of his neighbors and a valued and
useful citizen among them.
He was a wealthy farmer, and a fancy
linen weaver.
Adam Schoen and his consort were the parents of a
numerous family, of whom Charlotte, now Mrs. Christ Schultz of

in

the regular

He was
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Silver creek, is the cMcst Atlam <licd at tlie age of two years Jacob
B. aritl Philip, constituting the fmn of Schoen liros., were tlie next
in or'Icr of birth; .Amelia is the widow ol Jacob Ihirch. late of I'ottsvillc. anil Maj^iialcnc is the wife of Miles K. Stallcr, an exi>ert |)enThe present extensive business firm of
inan, of Mount Carmcl.
Schoen Uros. was orijjinatcd in November, iS')4, when I'hilip Schoen
connnenccd the mannfactiirc of cigars.
The Ix-fjinnini; was f)n a
;

;

limited scale, occiipyinp one room in the William Burnham building at Port Carbon, and employing but one assistant.
Tlie business
proved prosperous from the first, and his brother Jacob IV. the subject of this sketch, was taken in as a partner during this inci|)ient
stage.
In January, if)oi, I'hilip startcfl a factory at Hinkletown,
Lancaster county, and fleveloped a fine business which was merged
with the firm of Schix-n I'.ms. in i'tii2, and the business was enlarged to a considerable extent.
This is under the direct suf>ervision
Both he and Philip travel constantly in the interest of
of Jacob.
outside trade.
Many thou.sands of cigars are thus ilistributed to
buyers in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Virginia, and as far west and
south as .Arkansas.
The manufacturing ikpartment gives constant
employment to a large force of men, employed at the f)rcscnt time.
Mr. Schoen has been a salesman of exceptional ability and has represented one of the largest cigar manufactures in Philadelphia.
On
Nov. 19, 1892, he married Miss Olive E. Olewine, then of Philadelphia but a native of Pottsville, and they are the parents of five
children, namely:
Elva, Edith, Isabel, Margaret and Richard.
Mr.
Schoen is an active worker in the ranks of the Republican jiarty and
has held the office of councilman in Pottsville for two terms anrl a
like position in Port Carbon.
He is a member of the Central Re|)ublican club and of the Masonic fraternity, while his religious affiliation is given to the Presbyterian church.
Mr Schoen is a splendid
business man and owns considerable real estate in Pottsville. in which
community he has the respect and confidence of his fellow citizens.
Schoen, Philip, a member of the extensive business firm of Schoen
Bros., of Pottsville. is a native of Schuylkill county, having been born
at Locu.st Dale. Sept. 27. ifVii. The parental home was transferred to
Pottsville in that year and he attended school, first under the tuition of
Miss Measey, in the old Kopitach building, anfl later was transferred
to the watchful care of Prof. Johnson at Bunker Hill.
.\t the age of
fourteen he left school and engaged in driving team for his father,
who wa< then engaged in general teaming and transfer business. Two
years later he was entrusted with the care and driving of a heavy team
in the service of Stein & Trough, and in 1878 he was in the employ of
the C. M. -Atkins Company at the Pioneer furnace, Xo. 2, engaged in
"snapping cinders." In 1879 he was weighmaster at Port Carbon for
the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron Company, and the following year was in the employ of \V. H. Shuman, a South Center street
merchant. Philip Schoen was then variously employed until Xovcmher. 1894. when he began the manufacture of cigars on a limited scale.
During the incipient stage of this business his brother, Jacob B., was
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the start and has
in the city
of Pottsville. As an evidence- of the success of this business enterprise,
it may be stated in this connection that the subject has recently purchased a farm of thirty-seven acres, known as the property of the late
Dr. George W. Brown. Half of this land has been platted in town lots
and constitutes what is known as Schoen's addition to Port Carbon.
(For further information in regard to the firm of Schoen Bros, and for

taken

in as a partner.

grown

The

until at the present

firm

time

was successful from

it

is

an important industry

the ancestry of Philip Schoen see the sketch of Jacob B. Schoen appearPhilip Schoen was married on Oct. 31, i88g. to
ing in this volume.)
Miss Annie S., daughter of Jeremiah Kline, a contracting painter of
The only child born to this union is a daughter,
Schuylkill Haven.
Laureta, born Feb. i, 1891. Mr. Schoen is a Republican in political
views, and takes an active interest in the success of his party princiHe was a member of the monumental association at Port Carbon
ples.
which erected the handsome monument to the memory of the soldiers
of the Civil war. He is a progressive and public spirited citizen, and
an active and successful business man.
Schoener, George M., proprietor of a popular cafe in Shenandoah and member of the city school board, was born at Pottsville, Pa.,
June 6, 1862, his parents being Richard J. and Adelia (Griesmerr)
Schoener, both natives of Pennsylvania, but of German ancestry. They
are now living in Philadelphia. The father and four of his brothers
served in the Union army during the Civil war. The children of Richard J. and Adelia Schoener were Harry, who died in childhood Carrie, now Mrs. Silverman and lives in Philadelphia; and George M.,
whose name heads this sketch. George M. Schoener was educated in
the public schools of St. Clair, where he lived with his grandfather,
Richard Dennis Schoener, and at the age of sixteen years he began life
as a stage driver for his uncle, A. J. Schoener, on the line running from
Shenandoah to Frackville. He continued in that occupation for about
ten years, when the aggressions of the Pennsylvania railroad made the
business unprofitable and the line was discontinued. He then embarked
in the restaurant business in Shenandoah and continued in that until he
started his present place of business in 1906.
Mr. Schoener is a pronounced Republican in his political views, always takes an active part
in campaigns, in 1905 was a candidate for county commissioner, and
the following year was elected a member of the school board. He is a
member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Patriotic
Order of the Sons of America and the Fraternal Order of Eagles, and
affiliates with the Presbyterian church.
In all his societies he is deservedly popular because of his generous nature and genial disposition.
Mrs. George M. Schoener was Miss Lena Gross, daughter of Charles
Gross, a representative member of one of the oldest and most respected
families in Schuylkill county.
The only child born to Mr. and Mrs.
Schoener a son named Harry died in early childhood.
Schraedley, George R., bookkeeper for the well known firm of
Sparks & Parker, was born in Trevorton, Northumberland county. Pa.,
Dec. 9, 1879, a son of Isaac N. and iMatilda Pauline Reick) Schraed;

—

—
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1 lie
Mllicr l^ a native of Schuylkill county, havni^; l>rin l«'rn at
Silver C'rcvk. where he has licen in the employ of the I'hilaiJelphia Sc
Rcatlinjj Railroad t,omi>any as a clerk and accountant for more than
I'.oth |>arents arc
The mother was l)orn at Trevorton.
thirty years.

ley.

home iK-iiig at Silver Creek. They have a family of four
sons and two daughters, of whom Frederick \Villiam, the eldest, married Mis» .\imie Shi|K. and is supply clerk at Silver (.reek colliery.
Their only child is Miss \'iolet. Cieorj^e K.. the suhject of this sketch,
was the secoml in order of hirth .\cia May i* at home; John .\nilrew
is a hrakeman for the I'hilailelphia & Reading railway and lives at St.
(ieorge R.
Clair; liny Elmer an<l Catherine I'rances are at home,
Schraedlcy was educated in the puMic schools of .Ashland, and completecl a husiness course at Williamsjxjrt commercial collcRe. la-inp
praduated with the class of irjoo. He was l)»x)kkee(K'r for the W'yland
livinjj. their

;

Company

Slanulacturinp

at \Villiams|xirt for

occujiie*! a similar (xi-iilion for a like ]>criod

one and a half years, and

with the Hark Water

He

(."oal

then acceiited a more lucrative |>osition in the employ
of the Jersey Central Railroad Company, hut his wile's health being
delicate he was obliged to return to the mountains and took up his
residence at Port Carbon, where he has since resided. In November,
H)05. he accepted his present position with Hiram Parker, whose sketch
Mr. Schraedley was married on Feb. 17,
appears in this volume.
i<)O.V to Miss .\mclia Rimkle, a native of Mahanoy City. Schuylkill
lUlx-lheimer)
county, and a daughter of (ieorge W. and Jennette S.
Runkle. Her father is a carpenter and contractor in Mahanoy City.
Mrs. Schraedley is the only daughter ami eldest child in a family of
six. her brothers being Earle Fdwin. John Raymond. Daniel BebclEdwin is a carhcimer. Willard and .\lonzo Phaeon, all at home.
penter, employefl with his father, and John R. is a clerk in the employ
Mr. and Sirs.
of the Philadelphia & Rcailing Railrf>ad Company.
Schraedley have one son. (ieorge Isaac, born Sept. 23. KK54. They
Mr.
are members of Saint F'aul Lutheran church, in Port Carl>on.
Schraedley is a Republican in political sentiments, but has never aspired to public office.
Schrink, Gustavus C, postmaster at Pottsville. and a prominent
resident of the place since 1879. is a native of Newark. X. J., where
he was Iwrn May i, 1856. a son of Rev. Christian and Julia (Hoff)
Schrink. natives, respectively, of WitrtemlK-rg and .Alsace Lorraine in
southwestern
jermany. Mr. Schrink was educated in the public
schools of his native city, hut by far the greater part of his erlucation
was acquired in the more practical school of exj)erience. .At the age
of eleven years he became an apprentice to the printer's trade in the
office of a Cierman newspaper published in Newark.
While quite
young Mr. Schrink became infatuated with the theatrical stage and
appeared for some time in the role of a (ierman comedian, but parental counsel dissuaded him from this and he became a traveling salesman in the hardware trade. His association with actors and his natural inclination toward the stage, however, had led him to the acquirement of some of the accomplishments of that profession. He became

Company.

<
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sinpjcr and a talented musician, while he is also quite
While in the discharge of his
noted, locally, as a writer of iK)etry.
duties as a travelinpf salesman, he was sent to Pottsville to establish a
branch store for his employer, Mr. E. G. l-'ord. This lie did in 1880,
was soon advanced to the position of general manager and because of
his business ability was made a partner under the firm title of G. C.
Schrink & Co. The partnership was dissolved two years later by the
withdrawal of Mr. Ford, and Mr. Schrink continued to conduct the
business successfully until 1899, when it was sold out, Mr. Schrink

an excellent

being then commissioned as jiostmaster at Pottsville. President McKinfey's choice in this was approved four years later by Mr. Schrink's
reappointment to the office by President Roosevelt. The subject of
this sketch has always been an active, working Republican, and has
wielded a strong influence in shaping the policies of his party. Perhaps no man in Schuylkill county has a wider acquaintance, or- is more
favorably known among influential iioliticians throughout the state
His jolly, companionable temperament brings
than G. C. Schrink.
him in close touch with the people, while his high standing as a citizen
and politician renders his acquantance desirable on grounds of policy.
Mr. Schrink was elected to the legislature in 1895 and served four
years as a member of that body, being accorded honorable positions
at the head of some important committees. He was assistant sergeantat-arms in the Republican national conventions of 1900 and 1904 and
witnessed the nominations of the two great champions of human
rights, McKinlev and Roosevelt.
He has always taken an active interest in local affairs, bearing his share of the honors of municipal
and school offices. After a service of twelve years on the school
board, he resigned that office when appointed postmaster. During his
residence in New Jersey, he served four years as a sergeant in Company F, 1st New Jersey state militia. He vvas married on May 24,
1887, to Miss Sarah Kimmel, a daughter of Jacob and Anna (Bigler) Kimmel, of Harrisburg.
Her mother was a sister of the late
Gov. William Bigler. Mr. and Mrs. Schrink are members of Trinity
Reformed church. They have no children. ]Mr. Schrink has always
taken an active interest in social organizations, charitable institutions
and athletic sports was one of the promoters of the Pottsville hospital
has been a liberal contributor to that beneficent institution and
to the Pottsville Benevolent Association
served as a member of the
board of control, and also as a member of the Third Brigade band,
but accumulating business interests compelled his resignation fromactive membership in these.
He continues active affiliations in the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Improved Order of Red Men,
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Knights of the Golden Eagle,
Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Heptasophs, the Humane Fire Com;

;

;

is secretary of the Pottsville gun club, a member of the Pennsylvania club of Washington, D. C, and a member of the Pottsville
Liederkranz.
In his home life Mr. Schrink is a happy medium between the social and the convivial. His hospitality is onlv bounded
by the limits of the market, and the social characteristics of the fam-

pany

;
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arc such as to impress the visitor that his stay is altogether too
He has fittdl up a hascmcnt room at his residence, which lie
This is
(Icsipnates as his "ilen." in wlucli he entertains his friemls.
The walls arc a<lorneil with |)ortraits and biogtruly a work of art.
He has
raphies of every prominent politician in the slate and nation.
steel fxirtraits and brief biographies of every president from Washington to Ktxisevclt. and a complete iwiitical history of the United
States, this department In-ing es|)ccially complete with reference to
the state of Pennsylvania. Relics from all nations are to he fotmd here
and the vari-colore<l electric lights which surroimd the rcHjm show
Mr. Schrink's "den"
off the interior to the best jjossihie advantage.
His wireless teleis really "a thing of l>eauty and a joy forever."
phone is an innovation in the mechanical world which only the genius
It is one of the many haiulsomc parlor
of Europe coidd produce.
adornments. The "old court house chair" rcjKiscs snugly in a conspicuous corner in the "den," and should not be ignored by the curious visitor.
I-ast but not least comes the suggestion that the nine
barrels of native wine arc not without merit
Schuettlcr, Leonard, a well known merchant tailor of Pottsvillc,
was l)orn in the province of Wiirtcmberg, (lermany. Sept. 22, 1870.
He served an apprenticeship to the tailor's trade in his native town of
Wachbach. anil came to .America when a lad of sixteen and a half
years.
Mis jiarents. Conrad and Margaret (Moser) Sclnicttler, natives of Wurlemberg. remained in tlieir native country until
890,
when they came to America, and are now living in Pottsville, the
father retired from active business. They have a family of five sons
antl two daughters living, viz.
Charles, George, Frederick, Leonard,
August, Catherine and Mary, all married and engaged in life's struggles on their own account.
The brothers are mostly engaged in mechanical pursuits and all reside in Pottsville 'except Frederick, whose
home is in Reading. Mr. .Schuettlcr received a good common school
education in his native land, which was sup])lemcnted by a thorough
course in English at a night school in Philadelphia, being employed
in that city during his first five years in .America.
He was married
there on .Aug. 6, 1892, to Miss Pauline Kloepfer, who was born in
Wiirtemberg and catne alone to .America in iSSf). She is a daughter
of Carl an<l Caroline Kloepfer. natives of Germany, where they both
ended their days. Mr. Schuettlcr brought his family to Pottsville in
i8f)3, and established his present business at \o. 222 North Center
street, which is also the family residence.
He employs four workmen
in his business and has a well established reputation as a first-class
tailor.
Himself and wife are members of the German Lutheran
church, in which he is one of the deacons. He is secretary of Hayden
Lodge. Xo. 44, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he has
been an active member for the last ten years. He is also a member
of the Liederkranz, a popular German musical society, and is a first
tenor singer. Mr. Schuettlcr is a Republican on national issues and
independent in local politics. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Schuettlcr
ilv

hrief.

I
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:

:
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includes the following named cliildren Charles, Mary, Emil anrl MarThe three first named are in school.
garet.
Schultz, J. W., M. D., a-.leading physician and jjrcsidenl of the
board of health of Tremont, was born in Schuylkill county on March
i8, 1873, a son of J. li. and Emma (Ziebach) Schultz, both born in
Pennsylvania of German parents, and now residents of Tremont. The
doctor is the eldest of their four children. The others are: Stella S.,
at home Anna L., a teacher of music and Clarence F., manager of
:

;

;

After comthe Pennsylvania Telephone Company at Harrisburg.
pleting the courses offered in the common schools of Tremont Dr.
Schultz found employment as a clerk in a drug store. His ambition
was to become a physician and this work was a stepping stone. Duriing the three years he remained in the position he did reading in a
medical line under Dr. R. H. Hess, of Tremont, and when he had
accumulated sufficient money matriculated at the Medico-Chirurgical
In 1895 that institution granted to him the
college of Philadelphia.

degree of Doctor of Medicine and he returned to Tremont to engage
From year to year this practice has grown until now it
in practice.
By successful
covers a large territory and occupies his entire time.
work and strict attention to duty he has attained to a position of eminence among the physicians of the county. He is a broad and varied
reader and has thus kept in touch with the trend of thought of the
great leaders of the profession and his ideas are the most modern.
When the Sogth district was created on Jan. i, 1906, he was appointed
His fellow citizens of Tremont have shown their
local state registrar.
appreciation of his ability and skill by placing him at the head of th",
board of health, where he has more than fulfilled every expectation.
On Oct. 3, 1905, Dr. Schultz married Miss Eva Zimmerman, of Sunbury, Pa. They have no children. Mrs. Schultz is a communicant of

Episcopal church.
The doctor is a member of the Schuylkill
county medical association, but is identified with no secret societies.
Schum, Albert D., a well known contractor and builder of Pottsville, was born in that city on Jan. 18, 1849, his parents being Daniel
and Mary A. (Erdman) Schum, both natives of Berks county. Pa.,
though the mother came to Pottsville when she was but four years
old and there livjd until her death on iMarch 15, 1905, in the eightyfjrst year of her age.
Her father, John Erdman. was one of the piothe

neers of Schuylkill county, locating there in 1828, and spent most of
his life in Pottsville, where he followed his trade of boat builder,
though he owned a fine farm in Hegins township. Daniel Schum was
a carpenter by trade. He came to Pottsville in 1839 and worked as a
until 1870, when he succeeded to the business of his
brother Jonathan, and continued in the business as a contractor and
builder until his death on March 6, 1893, in his seventy-third year.
Five children of Daniel and Mary A. Schum grew to maturity, viz.
Frank, Albert D.. John. Benjamin A. and Katie A. Frank and John
died after reaching manhood. Albert D. Schum was reared and educated in Pottsville, where he learned the carpenters' trade with his
uncle Jonathan, beginning in 1865. Upon the death of his uncle in.

journeyman
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1870 hf coiUimicd with his falhir until tlu- latti-r's ilcatli in 1893. when
he inherited the Inisiness, wliich he still sncccssfully conducts. Thus,
(or nearly half a century, the Scinnns have heen cnK^Red in the huildin^ trade, anil many of the handsome resiliences in and alxuit I'ottsMr, Scluim is a lirm U-liever in the prinville were erected hy them.
ciples advocated hy the Kepnhlican party, thoufjli he i>. not what could
Ik called an active |)<dilical worker, lie is a memher of liirard l.ml^e.
53. ln<le|K'ndent ( )riler of ( )dd l-'ellows; Camp So. 14. I'alriotic
)rder of the Sons of .America ; and .Moinitain C'a-«tlc. Knights of the
(iolden F-lagle. in which order he is the (iresent district grand chief.
Ho marrietl. in 1871. Miss I,izzie. dauphter of John K. and Sarah
Three of the children iMirn to
(Seitzinper) Fcrnsler. of Pottsville.
this marriage are livinjj. viz.: Daniel A.. Maude M. and John K.

No.
(

Maude is now tlic wile
Schwalm, Alfred A.,

of William X'ogel.
justice of the peace of llegins and a market
gardener on a small scale, is a son of William and Sarah (DielKTt)
Schwalm.
the time of his birth. May 23. 1837. his parents were
occupying a ])ortion oi the grist mill which the father owned in HubThe father was
ley township, their hi>use not having In-en completed.
I'or
a native of llubley township aiid the mother of Orwig>l)urg.
some years the father was proprietor of what is known as Hodman's
mill, in Hubley township, and suhsetpiently he and his brother I'eter
operated the Hartman mill, now owned and operated by E. M. Sticly.
The HofTman mill is a landmark in Schuylkill county, having been
erecteil in the early <lays of its history.
The subject of this sketch
aci|uired an early preliminary educational training in the public
schools of Hubley. and then matriculated at the ShipiK-nsburg normal
school,
.\fter leaving that institution and receiving a certificate as a
teacher he engagvd in pedagogic work and wa> at it for nineteen
years, all of the time in Hegins.
In 1883 he was elected justice of the
peace and at successive elections since that time he has been reWhen he retired from his work as a teacher
elected to the office.
he purcha.sed a tract of 2(> acres of lanil just outside of the corjxration limits and here he has since been farming in a small way.
more for recreation than remuneration. Sixteen of the 26 acres are
under cultivation, mostly in garden stuffs and fruits. In 1877 Mr.
Schwalm was united in marriage to Miss .Xlvaretta Fisher and four
children arc the result of this union.
Leonora, the eldest, is the
widow of Alfred A. Otto, her husband having died in April, 1905;
Sarah Louise, a graduate of the Keystone state normal school at Kutz-

M

now engaged in teaching: John DcWitt is an operator for
& Reading railroad and .Anna .A., the youngest, is at
home attending schrxil. The family are all members of and workers in
the Reformed church of Hegins, of which Mr. Schwalm is an elder
and secretary. Fraternally he is prominent throughout the county,
being a member of Lodge No. 726. Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Camp Xo. 143. Patriotic Order of the Sons of .America; the
Knights of the Golden Eagle, and Grange Xo. 1.242. of the Patrons

town.

is

the Philadelphia

of Husbandry.

;

In

all

these organizations he

is

either a past officer or
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His pothe incuinhent of sonic official position at the present time.
litical relations are strongly Democratic, and as the successful candiMr.
date of that party he has Ijeld the office of township clerk.
Schwalm is a public-spirited citizen, popular with his fellows and a
sagacious business man.
Schwalm, Joseph W., a prosperous merchant, whose general
store is one of the largest in Pine Grove, was born in Schuylkill
county on Nov. 22, 1870, a son of William and Sarah (Diebertj
Schwalm, both natives of the Keystone state. The father was for
many years a miller, and when he retired from that work he took to
farming, which he still follows in a small way, although he is seventyHis wife died in the spring of 1904 at the age of
five years of age.
sixty-eight.
There were six children in the family. Alfred A. is a
Oliver died in injustice of the peace at Hegins and is a farmer
fancy Charles A. succumbed to typhoid fever at the age of twentyone years; Mary, the wife of Samuel Buffington, died in July, 1902,
and Jackson M. is a farmer near
at the age of thirty-seven years
Valley View.
The subject of this sketch is the youngest. He received a common school education and after the completion of his
scholastic labors he spent his time on his father's farm until he was
Then for three years he taught school in the
sixteen years of age.
When he was
winter and did farm work in the summer months.
twenty years of age he removed to Pine Grove and became employed
as a clerk, remaining in that capacity until 1895.
In April of that
year he embarked in the general merchandise business for himself and
has been most successfully conducting it since.
Two years after
starting in business he purchased the property on which the store is
located, as well as the dwelling and the lot adjoining.
The patronage
of the store has increased from year to year until now Mr. Schwalm
employs three clerks and in the busy seasons even requires more help.
He has by careful management been able to keep his industry going
through the hard times occasioned by strikes and lay-oiTs, and his
industry, perseverance and honesty have made for him a high place
among the leading merchants of the town. In July, 1889. Mr. Schwalm
married Miss Lizzie Saltzer, of Schuylkill county, a daughter of the
late Henry C. and Ellen (Kemble) Saltzer.
After Mr. Saltzer's death
his widow became the wife of Edward Aungst, and is living in Pine
Grove. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Schwalm has been blessed
with seven children, viz.: Allen Quay and Alvin Clay (twins), Harry
William, Guy Joseph, Stanford Saltzer, an unnamed son (deceased),
and Esther Elizabeth. The parents are both devout communicants of
and earnest workers in the United Brethren church, and the father is
treasurer of its Sunday school.
He is also prominently identified
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of the
Golden Eagle, the Independent Order of America, and the Improved
Order of Red Men. Mr. Schwalm takes an active interest in local
politics and in 1898 was elected to the borough council on the Democratic ticket.
In his second year of service he was president of that
body and it was during his term that the paved roads movement was
;

;

;
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an cx|K-rinicnl. In
a Unn of three years and cuntinncd president <»( the ciiuncil. while the jiavinfj of Main street was kept tip each
During hi> adniinstration the lx>rough aUo jwid dH a certain
year.
amount of it>. inilel)tedne>> each year, and at the end of his term Mr.
Schwalm was nominated for a thinl time, hut ileclined. owinjj to tiie
press of his jHTsniial husiness affairs.
Schwalm. Morris S., a well known farmer of Hcgins township,
was horn on (.let. 2~, i86<), a short distance west of Valley \iew. Pa.
His parents. Kmamiel and Maria (Coleman) Schwalm. were hoth
born in Iluhley township, where the father followed farnung in his
early life.
He was for thirteen years an assistant in the survey of
Schuylkill county, then for nine years managed a farm for Preston
Miller in Hegins township, and was for three years engage<l in the
merchandise business at Locustdale. He has always taken an active
interest in politics as a Republican: was tax collector for six years;
served three tenns as constable, and for the last seven years has been
He is a member of the Reformed church.
postmaster at Hegins.
Emanuel and Maria Schwalm had eight children, of whom four are
now li\-ing. .Mice 1'. is the wife of .\. P.. Kchlcr, of Locustdale;
-Morris S. is the subject of this sketch; Charles is foreman in a chair
factory at Sheboygan, Wis. and Clara is the wife of J. T. Hardy, of
Ontario, X. Y. Morris S. Schwalm attended the hoine schools until
he was fifteen years of age. when he learned the trade of butcher and
followed that occui>ation for twenty years at Locustflale and P.arry,
Pa. On .\pril 28. 1905. he l)ought the farm known as the Fred Ebert
place in Hegins township, built a new nine-room house, in which he
now lives, and has since that time devoted his attention to farming.
He has 75 acres of good land, well improved, and is regarded as
one of the progressive farmers of the township. .Although he does
a general farming business, he makes a specialty of raising Poland
China and Chester White hogs and Rhorle Island Red chickens. Mr.
Schwalm is an ardent Republican in his political views. In 1902 he
was the candidate of his party for the state legislature, but was deWhile living at Barry he joined Camp Xo.
feated in the election.
441. Patriotic Order of the Sons of .\merica. and he is a charter
member of Hegins Camp. Xo. 145, of that order. Mr.' Schwalm has
been twice married. His first wife was Miss Laura Young, of .Ashland.
To this union were born four children Marie. Lauretta, Gertrude and .Mverona.
Mrs. Schwalm died in March, 1899. and in
June. 1901. he married Miss Carrie Billman. a teacher of Rarry. Mr.
Schwalm was tax collector of P.arry township for six years, and with
his wife belongs to the Lutheran church.
He began life with small
capital, but by industry and good management he has achieved sucintrcxluccil

alxuit lialf a square mile |>avc<l as

and

uxn he was

rceleeJeil

|f>r

;

—

cess.

Schwalm, Peter, a retired fanner of Reiner City, was born in
Hubley township. Schuylkill county. .Aug. 21. 1836. a' son of Frederick
and Catherine Stein
Schwalm. both natives of Schuylkill county.
The paternal grandparents. John and Tillie Schwalm, came from Ger(

)

1
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Hubley township. Frederick
and a member of the German Reformed church. He and his first wife had thirteen children, of whom
William is a retired farmer and lives at Valley
six are now living.
View Emanuel is the postmaster at Hegins Daniel is a farmer in
Hubley township; Peter is the subject of this sketch; a twin sister of
After
his, Catherine, lives in Indiana; and Louisa lives in Illinois.
Sarah
Sufing.
married
father
the
Schwalm
Catherine
death
of
the
She died without issue, and he married Harriet Dieter, by whom he
had three children. Otilla and Elizabeth are deceased and Jackson
Peter Schwalm was educated in the sublives in Hegins township.
scription and p.ublic schools, his father being a director of the first
free school in the township, and lived at home until he was twentyfive years of age, when he took charge of his brother Samuel's farm
for a year and a half while the latter was in the army, where he served
for three years and one month during the Civil war. Peter then bought
the Schrob grist mill, which he operated for several years, when he
sold out and came to Porter township, where he had purchased 129
acres of land in the spring of 1866, paying $5,500 for it, though it
was only partially cleared and had old buildings on it. Some parts
of the farm were so wild and overgrown with underbrush that the
foxes came close to the farm house in broad daylight and carried off
Peter trapped thirty foxes during the first few years.
the chickens.
This farm he improved and put in good condition, living there until
1895, when he built his present residence at Reiner City, his son,
George M., taking charge of the old home farm. He also owned another farm in Hegins township, which is now owned by his son Ellsworth.
Mr. Schwalm is an unswerving Republican in his political
has served on the school board, as tax assessor and tax
opinions
collector, and belongs to the Reformed church at Orwin.
On April
23, 1861, he married Miss Maria Schrob, born Oct. 29, 1843, i" Hegins
township, her parents, John and Elizabeth (Holdemann) Schrob,
having been among the early settlers in that part of the county and
both died there. They were members of the Lutheran church and of
their six children four grew to maturity.
Jacob died at the age of
sixty-five years
Amos lives at Valley View, Schuylkill county, and
Catherine lives in Kansas. To Mr. and Mrs. Schwalm have been born
seven children
Elizabeth, now deceased, married Alfred Hand and
had two children, Harry and Ira W. Harry died in infancy and Ira
married Elizabeth Jobe and has one son, Elbert.
Ellsworth is a
farmer in Hegins township as already mentioned he married Jane
Kessler and his children are Elmer, Ralph, Ruth, Beulah, Effie and
Lloyd. One son, Claude, died in infancy. Elmer married Gertrude
Stutzman and has one daughter, Eva. George, who runs the old
home farm, married Agnes Haertter, and his children are Lottie, Lillie, Corine and Elma.
Albert T. has for eighteen years been a teacher
in Porter township.
William O., a retired merchant at To\ver City,
married Annie Bixler, and his children are twin sons, Ira and Ray,
and one daughter, Merle. Mary E. married Thomas Moser, a teacher

many and were among
Schwalm was a farmer

the pioneers of
all

his life

;

;

;

;

:

;
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of I'ortcr jnwnsliip. ami ihcir chililrcn an- Irma. l lair, Lyic. (jlcnn,
John I*. i> a hardware merchant at Rcincrton. He
Kiith anil Paul.
ISeatrice and Harold.
inarruil ( athcrinc Lcho and ha- two children
Schwenk, John P.. fornterlv foreman of the storajjc yanls of the
l'lnlailil)ihia & Kcadinjj t oal and Iron Company at Schnylkili Haven,
was Ix'rn in that Ixironph on l)ec. *>, 1H58, a son of Jacol) R. and
Mary .\. Krehs Schwtnk. lie was an attendant of the town schooU
until he reached iiis eijjhteenth year, drivinjj mules on the canal towpath diirinjj hi» vacations. For a time after leaving school he worked
on the canal landings loading Ixtats. etc.. and contunied in that occupation until .March. iS8^. when he l)ccamc a clerk in the office of the
coal clerk at Mine Hill crossing and remained there for more than
In .\iigust. 1888. he went to wnrk in WelK-r I'ros." shoe
six years.
factory, hvit did not remain there long, leaving in January of the f<jllowing year to accept a position in the sho|»s of the I'hiladelphia &
Reading (.ompany as car repairer. On June 10. i8<)0. he was ap(M>inted to the res|)onsihle p<isition of foreman of the Schuylkill Haven
storage yards, hut resigned that position on F-'eh. 28, 1907, since which
time he has heen employed in the hleachcry of the I'nion knitting
( )n
May 25. 1878. was solemnmills as receiving and shipping clerk.
ized the marriage of Mr. Schwenk and Miss Kate (_'. I'tUiegcr, daughI'eger
Ptlueger. of Schuylkill
ter of ICmnnuel I'., and .\manda
Haven. Two children were Imrn to this tmion. a son and a daughter,
Mr. Schwenk is a memlK-r of \V'el>both of whom died in infancy.
ster Council, No. 23, Junior Order of United .\merican Mechanics.
He is an intensely religious man and one who carries out the precepts
of the Ciolden Rule and the Ten Commandments in his daily life. Both
he and his wife arc memlK-rs of and earnest, devout workers in the
For the past twenty-three years he has
L'nited ICvangelical church.
been su|icrintenilent of the Sun<lay scho<il. and for fifteen years has
IJesides these offices he is
been a member of the board of trustees.
choir master and assistant leader of the prayer meeting class.
Scibert, David H., president of the Pcmisylvania National bank of
Pottsville. Pa., is a native of Indianajxilis. Ind.. where he was born on
.April 28. i83<>.
He is a son of Philip anrl Catherine (Hummel) Scibert. the former a native of Chambersburg. and the latter of Harrisburg, Pa.
The early life of Mr. Scibert was spent in the Keystone
state, which has also Ixren his home since about the close of the Civil
war. He enlisted in 1862 as a private in Company A, I2«')th Penn.sylvania infantry, and served about one year.
In recognition of his
business qualifications, he was appointed chief clerk in the quartermaster's flepartment in the department of the Susquehanna. an<l later
occupied a similar position with the post quartermaster at PhiladelHis clerical position relieved Mr. Scibert of the menial services
phia.
of the camp and field, yet he filled an important post, as essential to
the well-being of the armies as that of carrying a gun or "policing"
the camp.
The young soldier was especially fortunate that he possessed the necessary ability to perform such services.
Mr. Seibert
was educated at Chambersburg academy. On Jan. 14, 1873, he entered
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the employ of the Pennsylvania National bank in i'ottsville and server!
eighteen years in the position of teller. Following this long i)eriod of
apprenticeship his advancenieu.t was rapid until he reached the highHe was promoted to
est honors within the gift of the corporation.
assistant cashier on Jan. 20, 1891, an(l three months later was elected
On March 19,
cashier, a position which he held for almost ten years.
1901, Mr. Seibert was chosen president of the institution which he had
served so long and faithfully, and this is the position he still holds.
It is needless to give the people of Schuylkill county any introduction
to the

Pennsylvania National bank, as

it

is

one of the few monetary

institutions in Pottsville which has stood the test of years and passed
through the financial panics of four decades with an unsullied record.
It was opened for business on Sept. 18, 1866, with a capital stock of

The capital was doubled in 1875, and the institution has
been growing in popular favor with all the passing years. Mr. Seibert
was married on March 15, 1865, to Miss Ellen E., daughter of John
The only
S. C. and Charlotte E. (Lewis) Martin, of Reading, Pa.
living child of Mr. and Mrs. Seibert is Dr. Albert A. Seibert, of PottsHe
yille, a specialist on diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat.
married Miss S. Elizabeth, daughter of Gen. Henry L. Cake, of Tamaqua. They have no living children. The subject of this article is a
Republican in political views, but has neither sought nor held political

•$100,000.

The family are Presbyterians in religious affiliations, and Mr.
Seibert belongs to the Masonic, Odd Fellows and Grand Army of the

.office.

Republic fraternities.
Belgrade, John J., Jr., an enterprising insurance man of Girardville, is a son of John and Mary (Rutton) Selgrade, and was born in
the borough where he now lives on July 21, 1872. He is one of a
family of five sons and two daughters, the other members being Jacob,
Roman, Joseph, Harry, Mary and Barbara. After completing his
work in the public schools the subject of this sketch at the age of
twelve years found employment as a breaker boy. Labor of some kind
around the mines and collieries furnished him a livelihood until 1896.
when he left the work to embark in the insurance business. The field
olTered a larger opportunity for the exercise of his inherent ability
and his success shows plainly his fitness for the position. On Julv 26,
1899, Mr. Selgrade was united in marriage to Miss Mary Sheran.
daughter of Michael and Katherine (McGuire) Sheran. The Sherans
were both born in County Mayo, Ireland, and came to the LTnited
States early in the decade between 1870 and 1880.
To Mr. and Mrs.
Selgrade have been born four daughters. Marguerite, Mary, Helen
and Anna. The family are all communicants of St. Joseph's Roman
Catholic church and Mr. Belgrade is a member and secretary of St.
Joseph's Catholic Legion.
In politics he is a stanch believer in the
principles of the Democratic party, and as the candidate of that political organization he has three times been elected to the office of
auditor.
At the present time he is the representative of the Prudential Life Insurance Company of Newark, N.
J., and is one of the oldest
solicitors in point of service.
He comes of a family of pioneers and

;
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on the matcni.u m... haviii}* had three uncles in the army of
( )ne
uncle,
the I'nited States IxMh diirinfj and alter the Civil war.
Annour Kutton, \va> killed in the last day of fiKf>*i"K '» 'li«^ Wilderanother. Ronian. was a incniher of the coni|»any sent out to
ness
assist tieneral Custer and arrived at the Little Mi^j Horn just too late
to Ik- of service to that distinguished leader ami his pallant band.
I'erdinaml Kutton. the mother's younfjest brother, is now living; in
Philadelphia, hut for fifteen years was a soldier in the regular army.
Mr. Selgrade is a man of fine business capacity, excellent juilRUjent
and ijenial. luarly manner which makes him a host of friends.
Seltzer, Henry H.. the genial register and clerk of the orphans'
court, is a representative of one of the pioneer families of Schuylkill
coimty. He is the yovmgest son and ninth child in a family of twelve
One memlKT of this
chililren born to Conrad and Dorothea Seltzer.
Conrad Seltzer
family died in childhood and eleven arc now living.
and his wife were Ixith natives of (iermany, but were married in
Schuylkill county. Pa.. Dec. to, i8,^o. whither Mr. Seltzer had immigrated in 1832. a p<irtion of his fathers family accompanying him at
that time.
Conrad Seltzer was among the pioneers in the butchering
business in Pottsville and Minersville. and established a large and
the nucleus of the present
profitable business as a dealer in live stock
Seltzer Packing Company, operated by his sons. He served one term
as county treasurer, being elected in 1864 by the Democratic party,
with which he affiliated. He was an active and conscientious member
of the German Lutheran cburcli. in which he held the positions of
elder and trustee for many years, and his wife, who in maidenhood
was Dorothea E. Roehrig, was a consistent Christian woman and a
devoted wife and mother. Conrad Seltzer was a worthy example of
the results which may be achieved by industry, economy and intelligent effort. He began his business career in .America in a very humble manner, occupying a small log house at Fishbach, a suburb of
Pottsville. where the Seltzer packing house is now located.
This,
one of the largest industries of its kind in eastern Pennsylvania, is
the outgrowth of his business sagacity, augmented by that of his posterity.
He died in Pottsville. Sept. 2. 1800. Following are the names
William H. and
of the children of Conrad and Dorothea Seltzer
.Albert W. are engaged in the meat packing business and proprietors
of the Seltzer Packing Company .-\melia is the widow of Dr. R. F.
Krebs. late of Reading Charles F. is a harness dealer in Pottsville
Josephine became the wife of C. R. Kear and resides at Minersville,
in this county; John C. is manager of Swift & Co.'s business at Reading: G. Fred is in the plumbing business in Pottsville; Edward is engaged in farming and fruit growing at Shclton. Maryland Clara is
the wife of F. P. Mortimer, a prominent merchant in Pottsville Henry
H.. of this sketch, was the next in order of birth, and Bertha E. completes the family circle.
She is the wife of Frederick E. Zerbey,
superintendent of the Lehigh \'alley Railroad Company, with home
at \\'ilkes Earre.
Henry H. Seltzer was born in Xorwegian township,
Schuylkill county. Dec. 1. 1863; was educated in the public schools
patriots

;

—

:

;

;

;
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of Pottsville, and was employed with his brothers in the packing business for some thirteen years. He learned the brewing business with
the firm of D. (i. Yuengling &"S(jn, and was employed by this firm as
brewer of ale at their establishment in Harlem, N. Y., for six years.
He was deputy sheriff of Schuylkill county in 1904-05, and was
elected to his present position from that office at the general election
of 1905. He took possession of his office on Jan. i, 1906, and has
surrounded himself with a corps of capable and obliging deputies and
He is a Democrat in political affiliations, and a recognized
clerks.
leader in the councils of his party. Besides the offices mentioned, he
has served as a member of the borough council and school board. On
Aug. II, i886, Mr. Seltzer married Miss Carrie E.. daughter of Edward and Susan (Wagner) Nagle, of Pottsville. His wife's family,
like his own, is one prominently identified with the history of Pottsville.
Mr. and Mrs. Seltzer are without children, but their domestic
The subject of this article sustains
lives are happy and congenial.
relations with a number of fraternal societies, the most prominent
among which are Camp No. 14, Patriotic Order of the Sons of AmerLodge No. 207, Benevolent and Protective Order
ica, of Pottsville
of Elks; Aerie No. 134, Fraternal Order of Eagles, and the Humane
Fire Company.
Seltzer Irvin A., for many years a prominent and distinguished
teacher of Schuylkill county, was born in Ringtown, where he now
resides, on Dec. 20, 1866. and is one of five sons born to Benjamin
and Barbara (Breisch) Seltzer. The others are Arlen F., Harper A.,
Richard R. and Emerson B. The subject of this sketch has been an
educator the better part of his life. In 1885 he began teaching in Ringtown in the ungraded school. Four years later he was graduated at
the Keystone state normal school at Kutztown and spent the school
year of 1889-1890 as principal of the Milford, Pike county, schools.
In 1890 he returned to Ringtown and was elected principal of the
high school. For fifteen years he was the incumbent of the position,
resigning during the term ending in June,' 1905. He attended the normal school at Valparaiso, Ind., for a time, taking a scientific course
in that institution, and in 1905, after successfully passing the examinations given at the Bloomsburg state normal school, he was granted
a teacher's certificate in the new normal course.
Since his resignation as principal of the high school he has relinquished all pedagogic
work and confined himself to market gardening. He owns a farm
of 108 acres just outside of Ringtown, beautifully located at the base
of a mountain.
It was formerly a portion of the old Dresher place
and contains within its boundaries the famous Dresher spring. On
Sept. 27, 1902, Mr. Seltzer married Miss Anna S. Dresher, a daughter
of Samuel and Anna (Lindermuth) Dresher.
She is one of thirteen
children, all of whom are living, the others being Peter, Boyd, George,
Henry, Charles, David, Mahala, Elizabeth, Nima, Emma, Fannie and
Ida.
The Seltzers worship at the Ringtown Lutheran church. ]\Ir.
Seltzer's name in connection with any educational project in the bor;
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Seltzer. J. Walter, D. D. S.. a i"'|)ular dentist ,.i I'ottsville. is
a son of William II. and Anna \>. (1 humin ) Selt/er, Ixith natives of
Schuylkill county, where the Seltzer family has been prominent in
hnsiness and social life since early pioneer days. Conrad .Seltzer, the
paternal j:;ranflfalher of the sniiject of this article, was a native of
Marhiirp. Hessen. (lerniany. lv>rn Sept. 17. 1817. and came to Pottslie established
ville with a jMirtion of his parental family in li^^i.
the extensive stock and packinp business now operated by his sons,

William II. and A. W. Seltzer, the former being the father of Dr. J.
Walter, of this sketch. Conrad Seltzer bepan his business career in
.•\merica with limited means, and occupied a small log hotise at Fishhach. near the site of the eastern steel mill, but later developed ihrongh
hi- industrv and efficient manaRement the packing c<im)iany. which is
His
tf>-day one of the leading industries of the kiml in the county.
first venture in btisiness was as jiroprietor of a meat market, which
was located opposite the Exchange hotel, on Center street. He was
in the same business at Minersville for several years, but in 1858 retired to his farm known as the "lUiH's Head." and there continued as
a general breeder of and dealer in stock until he retired in t8So. This
was the nucleus of the extensive packing business and trade in stock
Conrad Selt/.er was
since develo])ed and maintained by the sons.
married on Dec. 10. i8.V». to Dorothy E. Roehrig. "They had a family of twelve children, eleven of whom lived to years of maturity. Mr.
Seltzer served one term as county treasurer, elected as a Democrat in
18^^He was a zealous member of the German Lutheran church, in
which he held numeous offices. His death occurred in Pottsville. Sept.
Dr. J. W. Seltzer was Iwrn in Pottsville. July 8. 1878. and
2. i8<)0.
his elementarv education was ac(|uired in the public schools of his
native town.
He chose dental surgery as his life profession was
graduated at the I'hiladelphia dental college in the class of IQ02 engaged in practice in Philadelphia for about a year, going thence to
Mahanoy City, Schuylkill county, for two years and a half; and in
September. 10)05. he opened his present offices in Pottsville. making
his home with his parents.
Dr. Seltzer is a young man of excellent
professional qualifications and has been successful beyond his most
sanguine hopes. He is a member of Pottsville Lodge. N'o. 207. Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and the Xi. Psi. Phi. college
fraternity.
In political views he supports the principles of the Republican party and his religious affiliations are with the German
Lutheran church.
Seltzer. Prof. Livinfston. the tvipular and efficient county siijierintendent '! scIimcIs in Schuylkill county, is descended from Revolutionary stock and traces his ancestry in the county to the earliest
settlers of McKeansburg.
His maternal grandfather. P.altzer Rock,
served under Washington in the Revolutionary war. and participated
in a number of battles under that renowned chieftain, notably that of
Trenton, which resulted in the capture of the Hessians, who there con;

;
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Tlic ])atcrnal j^rcat-grcat-p^randfallicr of
fronted Wasliington's army.
Livingston Seltzer, also a Revolutionary soldier, was taken prisoner
by the British, confined in their prison pen on Long Island, where he
died from exposure and starvation and his ashes still rejxjse near the
Baltzer Bock, mention of whom may be
scene of his cruel death.
found in the historical volume, founded the first English-speaking
school in Schuylkill county, this school being opened in 1794 at McKeansburg. He donated land for educational and religious purposes,
the church which his beneficence founded being opened for religious
worship a few years later than the school. Prof. Livingston Seltzer
was born in New Ringgold, Schuylkill county, March 20, 1862, a son
of William W. and Hannah M. Seltzer, both natives of Schuylkill
county, the former born at Patterson in 1831, and the latter at Mc-

Keansburg in 1835. William W. Seltzer was a soldier in the Civil
war, serving about two years as a member of Company K, 48th Pennsylvania infantry, when he was honorably discharged by reason of
disability incurred in service, being at the time of his discharge a corporal of his company. Professor Seltzer received his elementary education in the puljlic schools of McKeansburg and then entered upon
a course of normal training at the state normal school at Kutztown,
where he graduated as president of the class of 1887. He was employed as a teacher in Rush township for one year after his graduation, when he accepted a more lucrative position at Tower City, and
continued there for two years, when he was elected to the principalship of the Palo Alto schools. This position he held for fifteen years
Mr.
or until elected to the county superintendency in May, 1905.
Seltzer's practical experience in all grades of the teaching profession
amply qualifies him for the arduous duties of this important office and
his peculiar adaptability to the work is recognized by all.
He prefers
to stand aloof from party differences in political matters and this characteristic in his nature enables him to judge impartially of the merits
of all who come before him in an official capacity, with the result that
the examination paper under such an official must stand upon its own
merits, a condition which does not exist in all cases.
Mr. Seltzer has
been twice married, his first wife having been Miss Kate E., daughter
of the late George and Hannah Gangloff.
This union was blessed
with a son and daughter, Raymond Livingston and Hilda Edith, popular young people just budding into years of maturity, and both about
to graduate from the Kutztown state normal school.
Mrs. Seltzer
died in 1895 and three years later the professor was married to Mrs.
Vienna Kershner, his present companion. Professor Seltzer is a prominent member of the Masonic fraternity, being a past master of Pulaski
Lodge, No. 216; a member of Mountain City Chapter, Royal Arch
Masons, and Constantine Commandery, Knights Templars. He also
belongs to the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America and Sons of
Veterans.
Sembach, John, a retired miner and one of the substantial citizens of Tamaqua, was born in Alsace, France. Aug. 6, 1842. His
parents were George and Mary (Yerk) Sembach. both natives of
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France, where the lather was a

lalK>rer.

In

iS/V. they

came

to the

fatluT an<l yomiKCst son ohtaiiud employment
as slate pickers at the No. lo clliery of the l^ehiRh Coal ami Navij;aThe father died in
lion Company ami did some Kardcninp as well.
I'nitctl States aiul the

age of seventy-three and his wife passed away three years
They were both earnest and conthe ape of seventy-one.
Of their twelve chilscientious memlKrs of the Lutheran rhnrch.
dren but six are now living and but one besides the sid)ject of this
niemoir, Jacob, a teamster of Tamatnia. is in this cfunity. John Seml)ach came to the United States in 1857 with neighbors aiul friends,
hx-atinjj first in Troy, X. Y., where he remained ti>r a number of years,
working on a fann most of the time. He then purchased a farm in
Maryland and sent for his father and mother, but they were not satisfied with agricultural life and he brought them to Tamatpia in ;\ugiist. i.S^V).
He obtained emjdoyment first as a lalwrer alxiut the mines,
but sidisequently was made a miner and continued at that lalior until
be retired in tooo.
He has alwa>s taken a lively interest in public
affairs and for a year was a member of the town council.
Dn .April
II. 1868, Mr. Sembach married Miss Salome M. Lcrchcr, who came
to the I'nited States from the same region in France where he was
iKirn.
Five of their children arc living.
.\ll>ert George is a bar|8«>3 at the

later at

tender in Philadelphia; John married Miss Helen Samuels, of Catasau(|ua. and is a teamster in Tamarpia
William married Miss Lizzie
Smouth and is a barber: Sallic is the wife of John Mellens. a carpenter in the Reading shops, and the mother of three sons. John \\'.. and
Harry and Fllsworth (twins); and Fred is a plumber in Tamaqua.
The deceased members are George, who dicfl young Charles was
killed while employed on the railroad, and left a widow, formerly
Martha Lindcman. and two children, Flizabcth and Charlotte Mary
was but thirteen months old when she passerl away Jacob died at the
age of seventeen years and Haimah. who died in her third year, and
Martin at the age of six months, passed away within eleven flays of
each other. P.oth Mr. and Mrs. Sembach arc members of the Lutheran church, in which for fifteen years Mr. Sembach was a deacon.
In |iolitics he is a Republican and fraternally he is identified with the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias. He
is one of the most respected citizens of the community.
Sheafer, Peter W. The annals of Schuylkill county present
the nanus of many men prominently identified with the development of the region, particularly in the coal industry', but no name
is more thoroughly endeared to the hearts of the people than that
of P. W. Sheafer.
He was a tnan broad enough to embrace the
whole scope of human intelligence with reference to those things
which engaged his life-time energies, and the results of his labors
are of incalculable value to the generations which arc to succeed
him. Peter \V. Sheafer was born in Halifax. Dauphin county.
Pa., March 31. 1819.
He was the son of Henry Sheafer. a prominent pioneer of Dauphin county, who was president of the Lvkens
Valley Railroad Company: developed and superintended the
;
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Lykcns Valley coal mines at Wiconisco, and in 1834 introduced
Peter W. Sheafer
anthracite coal into the Susquehanna marl<ets.
was educated in the schools of his native locality, and this preliminary training^ was supplemented by a thorough course at OxHis early associations with his father's
ford academy, New York.
business had much to do in shaping his future life-work, and it
was in the real battle of life that he finished his education in the
While but a youth, Mr.
full measure of years allotted to man.
Shaefer became interested in the geological formation of the coal
measures in the Lykens Valley, with which he was familiar, and
this led to further investigations, and ultimately to his being chosen
In
as a member of the first geological survey of Pennsylvania.
1836 Professor Rogers selected this youth of seventeen as a member of his corps, and he was assigned to duty with Professor
Whelpley, during the years 1837 and 1838, in surveying and
mapping the southern and middle anthracite coal fields. At this
time was worked out the complex structure of these main basins,
showing their canoe-like shapes, their combination of steep and
gentle dips, and the general conformation of the coal measures
with such a degree of accuracy that the second geological surMr.
vey, thirty to fifty years later, simply elaborated their work.
Sheafer resigned his .position in 1839, to again assist his father,
with whom he remained until 1848, when he moved to Pottsville
as a surveyor and engineer, first assisting and then succeeding
Samuel B. Fisher. From this time until the end of his life, Mr.
Sheafer's services were in universal demand by the land owners
and coal operators in the Schuylkill, Mahanoy, and Beaver Meadow districts. His reports, of which there are hundreds, cover alMr. Sheafer in cooperation
most ever)' tract in these regions.
with William Parker Foulke and other gentlemen of Philadelphia,
succeeded in obtaining a state appropriation, in 185 1, to complete
the work of the first geological survey, and thereby gave to the
world the admirable work of Professor Rogers. With the resumption of this work, in 1851, Mr. Sheafer took charge of the
underground portion of it, and connected every working mine
with the accurate surface survey conducted by others of the corps.
Professor Lesley said of Mr. Sheafer: "He was the geologist of the
survey in 1851, par excellence, knowing more of the field than the
rest of us combined."
There were a number of men engaged
on this survey who have attained eminence in their profession.
Mr. Sheafer laid out the towns of Ashland, Girardville, Mahanoy
City, Shenandoah, Mount Carmel, Gilberton, Mahanoy Plane and
others of the prosperous towns and villages of Schuylkill and
adjoining counties. He located the first mines in the Shenandoah
and Mahanoy valleys, and lived to see that part of the county
grow from a wilderness to a populous and prosperous community,
and the coal production from nothing to millions of tons. His
untiring energies were devoted to the development of the coal
fields in the anthracite regions, and his familiarity with the geological formations led to his services being sought in other local2S— Vol.

II

Sl'lll'YI.KILL

434

COINTY

Mr. Slicafcr was cmnlovc«l in the examination of coal lamls.
tlic ilcvclopmcnt of mines all over tlie I'niteil States aii«l
llis re|>«>rts cover investiRatioiis in Nova Scotia, Rhode
Canada,
Island, Virijinia, North Carolina, .Mabania. Tennessee. Kentncky,
Indian Territory, Texas, Colorad«», New Mexico. WyominR and
Wasliinpton. In 18S9 he was ajipointe*! a memher of the coal
wa>te commission to invcstijjate the economical protluclion i>f
anthracite, of which commission he was a memlH-r at his death.
He was frequently called to pive ex]>ert testimony on co.il and
coal lands, one of the latest occasions of this kind heinp in the
celebrated Coxc-LchiRh \alley case, before the Interstate commerce commission. MtirinR the active years of his life, .Mr.
Shealcr compiled many maps ami tables of the coal trade, this
accumulation of valuable statistical matter beinj; sufficient to fill
>ne of his works was
nianv volumes of rare scientific literature.
the historical map of I'cniisylvanin. published in 1S75. by the hisitics.

and

in

(

This production shows patient
society of I'ennsylvania.
research, and wonderful aptitude for statistical details. The Kncyclop.xdia Hritannica was intlebtcd to Mr. Sheafcr for an exhaustive article on coal, published in the American supplement
He also delivered addresses before various sciento that work.
tific societies, and read papers before the .American association for
the advancement of science, of which orpani/ation he was an
honored member. He was also a member of many other societies
of a literary and scientific character, amonp which may be mentioned the American philosophical society, the Aca<lemy of natural
sciences, of Philadelphia, the historical society of Pennsylvania,
and the Amercian institute of mining engineers. In local affairs
Mr. Shcafer took an active interest, and was foremost in the promotion of educational, religious and charitable interests. He was
a member of the Pottsville board of education for a number of
year^, during which time he was instrumcnt.il in establisliing the
high school. He was one of the original members of the Pottsville benevolent association, organized in 1877, and its kin<lrc<l
lie was one of the
charitable institution, the children's home.
originators of the Pottsville Athenseum. and was the president of
Many valuable books were
this literary society for several years.
donated to this institution from his private library. Mr. Shcafer
was largely interested in various enterprises f<ir the employment
of the people, and took a prominent part in the development of
Pottsville.
His jx)litical affiliations were always with the Ke])ublican party, in the success of which he manifested great interest.
He was one of the presidential electors during the campaign of
The only public office which he ever accepted. cxcej)t as
1884.
previously mentioned, was the honorary position of United States
torical

assay commissioner, to which he was appointed in 1879. Mr.
Sheafer was married in 1848 to Miss Harriet N. AVhitcomb of
Springfield. \'t.
Three sons and one daughter survive him. The
subject of this article continued an active business career throughout his entire lifetime, never relaxing his energies until stricken
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fatal iUness which carried him away on Marcli 26, 1891.
died at Brown's Mills-in-tlic-rincs, N. J., whither he had gone
Mr. Shcafer was an active member
to recuperate failinfi' health.
church,
but his philanthropy was not
Episcopal
Methodist
the
of
bounded by church creed, and he contributed of his means to the
support of rclifj;ious enterprises of whatever name or doctrine.
Shearer, Robert C, business manager of the Chronicle Publishing
Company of Pottsville, was born in that borough on March 18,
The father,
1874, a son of James R. and Rachel (Dewald) Shearer.
a native of Milton, Pa., was a soldier in the Union army during
the Civil war and after the cessation of hostilities was engaged as
a contractor and builder until his death, in 1888. The mother
was born in Reading and prior to her marriage was a school teacher

with the

He

Her demise occurred in June, 1902. The
in the Pottsville schools.
subject of this sketch is the second child of his father's second
has a half-sister,
marriage, the first having died in infancy.

He

Mrs. H. E. Wyckoff of Ridley Park, Delaware county.

He

attended

schools of his native city, but did not go farther than
grammar grades, leaving school to go into the job printing
When he had mastered the
office of an uncle, Robert D. Colborn.
printer's trade he went to Philadelphia and worked for a time,
but upon his return he purchased his uncle's interest. Previous
to his return, however, he canvassed for nearly a year in the inIn 1901 Mr. Shearer
terest of Johnson's Universal Cyclopaedia.
disposed of his interest in the job printing plant to the Chronicle
Pul3lishing Company and entered the employ of that concern as a
solicitor.
In that capacity he remained three years and then in
the
the

common

1905, Mr. Charles Meyers purchased the plant and Mr.
Shearer was placed at the head of the business department, the
On Aug. 17, 1899, Mr. Shearer married
position he now holds.
Miss Amy C. Bassett, a native of Pottsville. The first child born
A second
to this union, a son named William died in infancy.
In religious matters Mr.
child, Emily Rachel, is still living.
Shearer is identified with the Baptist church and his wife is a
communicant of the Episcopal faith. Politically he is a Republican and the only secret order to which he belongs is the Improved Order of Heptasophs. He is recognized as a leading business man and is a prominent factor in the commercial life of the

May,

city.

Phaon E., captain of Company G, 4th Pennsylvania
borough treasurer, furniture dealer and undertaker of Pine
Grove, was born on Nov. 22, 1874. in the township where he now resides.
He is the son of Daniel and Allamina (Seidel) Sheidy, both
born in Berks county. Pa., where for the earlier part of his life the
father was a farmer. For a score of years he was proprietor of the
Hotel Pennsylvania, during which time he was a member of the
borough council. The mother is now sixty-nine years of age and
she and her husband, who retired from active business life some years
Sheidy,

infantry,

ago, make their home in Pine Grove.
Their six children are Ella.
the widow of James R. Alerkle of Lebanon; Linnie V., living in Pin:
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(irovc: Mary A., pmiirii'lrcss of a dcpariincnt sIdpc in i'inc (irovc;
Anna M., a saleswoman in the same store; Carrie ]L., wife of (ieorfjc
\V. I?i\ver. a linnlH-rman and I'liaon K.. the subject of this memoir
The captain reccive<l his preliminary education in the puhhc schfKtIs
of I'ine (trove, rounding out his scholastic traininjj witli a course in
llie Westdicster state normal sclii>>l and another in the llastman liusiHis first employn)eiit after leavinp school was as a
ness collcpc.
traveling salesman for a Philadelphia firm dealing in latlies" and
In this work he continued for two
misses" mamifactured clotiiinp.
years and then returned to Pine drove to enter the store conducted
by his sister Mary, .\fter four years, in l-'eb.. 11104, he became the
manager of the Hotel Peiuisylvania and has been most successfvdiy
In .April. KX/'. he purchased the furniture and
conductinp it since.
tnidertakinp business of the late P. F. Seidel ami has been nianapiiiK
.Mwut six
it since that time in connection with his other business.
years a^o he was elected iKirouph treasurer and is still the incumbent
When the call came for volunteers for the Spanishof the office.
.\merican war. Mr. Sheidy went out from Pine Grove as a privateThe orpanization to which he belonped. Company C. 4th Pennsylvania infantry, was nuistered into the service of the I'nited States
on .\pril 10, i8of*. and in July he was made a cori^oral. .'\fter the
company was mustered out and again became a part of the National
Guard of the state he received, in March, 1899, a promotion to the
rank of first lieutenant and in June. 1904. was made the captain of
Company G. While in the service of the L'nited .States the regiment was sent to Porto Rico and was drawn up in line nf battle before Guama when the news of the cessation of hostilities was brought.
Many times during the past few years the company has been called
upon to suppress labor riots. In a religious way the captain is connected with the Evangelical church and he stands high in Masonic
circles, being a member of Pine Grove Lodge. \o. 409; Tremont
Chapter. Royal Arch Masons Hermit Commandery, No. 24, Knights
Williamsport Consistory. .Ancient and AcTemplars, of Lebanon
cepted Scottish Rite, and Rajah Temple. .Ancient .Arabic Order of
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Reading. He is also identified with
the Knights of the Golden Eagle, the Junior Order of .American Mechanics and the .Army and Na\'y club of New York city.
Shepherd, Watson, F., a prominent and well known attorney in
Pottsville. was born in PUickingham township. Puicks county. Pa.,
Dec. 2^, itS44. The family name has long been established in
Bucks county.
Joseph Shepherd, the grandfather of the subject
having been a native of Plumstead township, a pioneer farmer,
who died in middle life. His son, Cornelius Shepherd, the father
of the subject of this article, married Jane Fell, a daughter of
Eli and Rachel (Rradshaw) Fell, of Bucks county, and this union
was blessed by a family of six sons and five daughters. Cornelius
Shepherd was a thrifty fanner and a man who took an active interest in local politics.
He was generallv in sympathy with any
measure to enhance the public welfare of the community and his
philanthropy was shown in his acceptance of the office of director
;
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of the poor at a time when a cholera epidemic prevailed in the
county. Both the Shejjherd and I'^eil fan^ilies are of Quaker
Eli Fell was of a large family, some of whom attained
lineage.
prominence in public life. Watson F. Shepherd of this sketch
is the youngest of seven children who lived to years of maturity.
He early evinced a strong propensity for study and as a boy attended the public school, known as the "Friendship" school, in his
He was then sent by his father to New Britain
native township.
seminary, where he prepared himself for a teacher. After attending one session at the seminary he taught in the public schools of
his native county for two and one-half years, when he entered

Tuscarora academy, from which he graduated in 1865. He then
entered upon the study of his chosen profession under Hon. Henry
P. Ross of Doylestown, a leading lawyer of the county and state,
and who served as judge of the courts of Bucks and Montgomery
counties.
Mr. Shepherd was admitted to practice in Bucks county
in September, 1867, but having an ambition to go to a new field,
he came to Schuylkill county and opened an office at the beginning
Here his legal talents were at once recogof the following year.
nized, his advancement as a successful lawyer at the Schuylkill
county bar was very rapid and he went at once to the front rank.
He early manifested an interest in politics and was soon recognized as a leader in the councils of Democracy. For fifteen years
he served as solicitor for the county alms-house and filled other
minor offices, but was never an office seeker in the sense in which
that term is generally understood until in 1886 he became a
standard bearer of the Democratic party for the office of representative in Congress, and while he and his friends made a gallant
fight they

went down

•

in

the defeat of the party.

A

fusion of

Greenbackers strengthened the former to the
point of success, although Mr. Shepherd polled more votes than
any other candidate on the Democratic ticket. In igoG,' he was
again nominated by his party for the same position, but after
an animated canvas of several months the election resulted in the
choice of the Republican candidate. Mr. Shepherd has been frequently a member of the executive committee of his party and of
the state organization. He is a member of Camp No. 14, Patriotic Order Sons of America of Pottsville, and he and his family
belong to the first Presbj'teriari church.
Shepp, Daniel, deceased, for many years a leading figure in the
commercial life of Schuylkill county and resident of Tamaqua,
was born in Reading, Pa., March 26, 1830, a son of Daniel and
Elizabeth (Zacharias) Shepp, of German lineage. His paternal
grandfather, Conrad Shepp, was born in 1773 in the Fatherland
and left Frankfort-on-Main to locate in Reading, where he purchased a farm on the outskirts of North Reading. His wife was
a Miss Khlos and they had a family of six children, five daughters
and a son. The son, Daniel. Sr., was born on Feb. 2, 1802, and
was reared on the farm, inheriting the place upon his father's
death, in 1837.
Politically he was a stanch Democrat and in reRepublicans and
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li^ons matters was a ihciiiIkt ami for many yi-ars an elder in
His wife, Kli/.abclh, daughter of Daniel
the Reformed chiircli.
Zacharias, was Imrn Sept. ,v>, iS<xi. 'I'heir children were SusanDiiniel.
nah, IClizaheth, Samuel, Kehecca, Daniel, John and Jacoh.
the subject of this sketch, was reareil on the old homestead an<l
received his educatitmal traininj^ in the comnion schools and the
In 1851, with twenty
I.'nionville academy in Cliester county. I'a.
other men from Keadinp and vicinity, lie started for the gold
For seventeen
fields of California via the Isthmus of Panama.
months he was successfully cnjjaRed in mining and in 1852 returned to Schuylkill county with $5,000 to his credit. On Nov.
1. of that year he accepted a position as hookkeejier for \V. H.
Climer & Co., operatinp the Mount Laurel furnace, and stayed
with that firm for sixteen months. In March. 1S54. he came to
Tamaqua and in partnershii> with A.
Kaufman an<l I)anicl
Baum built the stone flour mill, known as the Tamaqua steam
mills and operated under the firm name of Daniel Shepp & Co.
After two years Adam Aulthousc. Mr. Shepp's brother-in-law.
obtained possession by purchase of the I'aum and Kaufman stock
in the concern and imtil i86t the industry was comluctcd unrler the
firm name of Shepp & .\ulthousc.
In that year Henry F. .Stidfole bought <nit Mr. .Aulthouse's interest and for six years the firm
was Shepp & Stidlole. From 1867 the concern went under the
name of Daniel Shepp & Co.. although from 1867 to i8yi Joseph
B. Hirsh held the stock originally owned by Stidfole. In the
latter year by purchase the entire stock of the company came into
the hands of the Shepp family, Daniel .Shepp having the management of it until his retirement from active business life. He was
widely interested in mining, having large interests in different
sections of the anthracite region. On March i. 1869. in comi>any
with Conrad Gracbcr and John Kempel. he purchased the lease
of the Locust Gap colliery in Northumberland county, and for
five years, under the name of Gracber & Shepp, worked this
property. In 1874. Kempel sold out to J. B. Hirsh. John Graham
and Simon Stein and the company under the same name continued
the operation of the mine for another five years. In December,
1882. Mr. Shepp became associated with Joseph Mitchell in the
operation of the East Lehigh colliery, near Tamaqua. and continued his connection until his death, the firm being known as
Mitchell & Shepp. In 1886 a firm known by the name of Daniel
Shepp & Co.. consisting of Mr. .Shepp and Hczckiah Haldeman
engaged in shipping coal in Carbon county and in the same year
Mr. Shepp opened up one of the largest veins of coal in the
anthracite region. Its width varies from 125 to 150 feet, and its
product was sold to the Lehigh Coal and Navigation company.
In 1896 Mr. Shepp purchased Haldeman's interest and operated
the mines under the firm name of W. H. and E. M. B. Shepp. He was
the sole owner of a tract of 16.000 acres of timber land near
Lock Haven, and in 1887. in order to furnish means for the development and exploitation of the land, he built ten miles of
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railroad to connect

it

with the Erie railroad.

Tic had also 4,000
jiresident of the

Lycoming county, and was for a time
Blue Mountain Manufacturing Company, wliich

acres in

controls i;^,oo(j
Illuminacompany of Tamaqua was incorporated in 1885
he was made its president, having been one of five organizers and
incorporators.
For more than a score of years he was president
of the Tamaqua Banking and Trust Company, and was ]jrominent
In politics Mr. Shepp was a Democrat
as one of its organizers.
and as such served in the borough council for a jjeriod of twentyeight years, twenty-four of which he was the executive head of that
body. Always deeply interested in religious work he was an active
and zealous member of Trinity Reformed church from the time
of its inception and for thirty-six years was superintendent of its
Sunday school. Probably in the fraternal circles of the state and
county Mr. Shepp was as well known as anywhere else. In the
Masonic fraternity he was a past master of the Tamaqua Lodge,
No. 238 was at one time the high priest of Tamaqua Chapter,
No. 178, Royal Arch Masons, and was a past eminent commander
He was also
of Ivanhoe Commander}^, No. 31, Knights Templars.
identified with Ringgold Lodge, No 318, Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, of which he was a past grand, and for thirty years
was treasurer of Scott Encampment, No. 132. On Oct. 14, 1857,
Mr. Shepp married Miss Mary Isabella Boyer, daughter of Joshua
and Susannah Boyer, and to this union were born seven children.
Mary, the eldest, is the wife of Dr. P. N. K. Schwenk. Sketches
of William H., Daniel F. B. and Joseph H., the second, fifth and
sixth in order of birth, appear elsewhere in this volume. The
others are
Anna L., Edward M. B. and Rosa B. Mr. Shepp's
demise occurred on Feb. 4, 1901, and his taking off was not only
a grevious loss to his family aud a large circle of friends but to
acres of land in
ting and Power

Schuylkill

county.

When

the

Julison

;

:

the whole community.
Shepp, Daniel F. B., cashier of the First National bank of Tamaqua, and a director in the same institution, was born at Tamaqua
on May 16, 1875. An outline of his family history can be found
in the sketch of his father, Daniel Shepp, elsewhere in this volume. After a due preliminary course in the common schools of
Tamaqua, the subject of this sketch was graduated at the Tamaqua high school and then matriculated at the Selwyn Hall military academy. Upon the completion of his course there he entered Lehigh university and in 1898 received a certificate of graduation and the degree of Civil Engineer. Before commencement,
however, he enlisted as a private in Company B, 8th Pennsylvania
infantry to serve during the Spanish-American war, but before he
was mustered out has risen to the rank of corporal. The regiment
was encamped in Virginia in the early part of the campaign, but
was later at Augusta, Ga. Mr. Shepp's brother, Edward M. B.,
who went into the Spanish-American war as a corporal is now a
captain in the state militia. Daniel F. B. Shepp, when his company was mustered out, entered the employ of the Lehigh Coal and
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At the cIdsc of six
Xavifjation Com|>any as a civil cnRinccr.
years' service witli tliat corporation lie returned to TanKKina atul
acccptetl his present position as cashier of the I-'irst National
lunk. On Sc|)t. 14. 1904. Mr. Shepp inarrieil Miss I'llen Carter Calloway, of Tninaiiua, a daviphter <if William and ICllen (("arler)
Calloway. Mr. Calloway, whose death occurred ii\ nrcenilier,
H)05, was for many years president of the I'irst National hank.
His uncle was a |)rominent associate of Daniel lloone in the latMrs. Calloway, who is still an honored
ter's Kentnckv career.
resident of Yamarpia, was horn in Knpland and cante to this
country while still very young. Her family was a larjjc one
whose name is closely allied with that r>f other pioneers in the coal
.Mr. and
Mrs. .Shepp have one
industry of Schuylkill county.
I'lOth jiarents are mendn-rs of the Epischild
\\'illiam Calloway.
co))al church and Mr. Sliepp is one of the vestrymen.
Shepp, Joseph H., clerk in the offtce of the VVahash Millinp
Company, was horn in Tamaqua on Fch. i", t88i. a son of Daniel
and Mary I-ouise Royer") Shepp and the youuRest of the four
hoys. The others arc \\'illiam H., at the head of the W'ahash
Milling Company, of whom a sketch appears elsewhere in this
volume Capt. Edward M. I'.. a promoter and capitalist |)rominent
throughout the state: and Daniel F. I'... a graduate of Lehigh university as a civil and mining engineer, and now cashier n( the
Tamaqua First National hank. Josci>h H. Shepp received a due
preliminary training in the schools of Tama(|ua and suhscqucntly
in the Wyoming seminary of Kingston, preparing for college at
the latter institution.
Instead of taking a ci>llegiate course, however, he entered the em|iIoy of the Corn Exchange National iiank
of Philadelphia.
He remained there three years, until the death
of his father, in 1003, when he returned to Tamar|ua and accepted
Mr. Shepp is a member of the Reformed
liis present position.
church of Tamaqua, of which his father was one of the prime
movers and organizers. Fraternally he is identified with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and Tamaqua Caiup, 62,
Sons of \'eterans. For three years he was a corjwral in a company
of the state militia, hut the only service he saw was when his
organization was called upon to mhintain order fluring labor
troubles.
Politically he is an earnest believer in the princiiiles of
Jeffersonian Democracy, was the candidate of his party for the
office of legislator from the Third Schuylkill county district in
He
the fall of 1906 and is now editor of the Evening Recorder.
is a young man of fine physique, excellent habits and good, sound
business sense and his host of friends predict for him a brilliant
future.
Shepp, William H., president of the Wabash Milling Company
of Tamaqua, was born in that city on Feb. 21, 1866.
He is a son
of Daniel and Mary I. ( P.oyer) Shepp, the former of whom is
deceased. After a due preliminary training in the public schools
of his native town he matriculated at the Heidelberg university of
Tiffin, Ohio, and in 1887 was graduated at that institution.
In
(

:

,
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1889 he

p;racluatc(l in tlic tlico!op;ical (Icpartiiicnt of Ursiinis
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and cnp;ap;c<l in active work of tlie ministry for five
years in Ohio and Delaware as a ]Vesl)yterian missionary. On account
of failing- health he returned to Tamaqua and cnp^agcd in Ijusiness.
In March, 1894, he purchased a third interest in the Shei)])-Ilirsh
milling industry ancl since that time has been identilicd with the
The firm was incorporated under the
flour and feed business.
corporate title of the Wabash Milling Company on July 7, 1899,
and is the largest wholesale and retail flour and feed establisiimcnt
Mr. Shepp is secretary and treasurer
in this section of the state.
of the Blue Mountain Manufacturing Comjiany, located in I'.erks
and Schuylkill counties. This concern is capitalized at $100,He is also one of the
000, and owns 12,000 acres of timber land.
administrators of the estate of the late Uaniel Shepp, who died on
Feb 4, 1901. For two years before the father's death, on account
of his father's physical disability, William H. had entire control
of the large estate. On Oct 8, 1889, Mr. Shepp married Miss
Louise Fink, a native of Hamburg, Pa., and a daughter of Jacob and
Matilda (Heinley) Fink, deceased. Three children have blessed this
Both Mr. and
union, viz.: Harold L., Hazel M. and Parma A.
Mrs. Shepp are members of the Presbyterian church, in which Mr.
Shepp is one of the trustees. Fraternally he is afftliated with the
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Improved Order of
Red Men, and the Junior Order of United American Mechanics.
Sherman, A. B., M. D., deceased. After a life well and honorably spent. Dr. A. B. Sherman, one of the oldest if not the oldest
Collcf^cvillc, Pa.,

.

—

practicing physician of his time in Schuylkill county, died at his
residence in Mahanoy City, Dec. 10, 1906, in his seventy-eighth
year.
His death brought deep sorrow to the hearts of a very large
circle of friends and acquaintances, and many of his patients mourn
the loss of his invaluable services.
He was one of the pioneer
physicians of the county, and enjoyed a very extensive practice in
his profession covering a period of forty-eight years, during which
time he followed his life's work in Montrose, Susquehanna county,
though the greater part of 'which was spent in Schuylkill county.
He was a man of great force of character, public-spirited, strong in
his convictions and fearless in standing by them, and performed
many humane acts and valuable services for his fellow man without the hope, desire or expectation of gain. He numbered among
his friends manj^ of the leading men in the county, both of the
past and present, and, while never having held public elective
office, was unusually honored in mam^ and arduous capacities, the
duties and services of which he performed with signal ability.
Most of his professional life was spent in Girardville and the results of his labors there stand as a monument of honor to him.
He was the president of the Girard saving fund association during
its early and prosperous days
served as deputy coroner for fifteen
years including the strenuous events of Molly JNIaguire times for
a like period of time he served as out-door physician to the board
of poor directors and in that capacity aided many in distress. He
;

;

stiirYi.Kii.i,

.\\2

was

:i

cliartiT

rorsTY

mcinluT of tho Sclniylkill enmity

iiu-dical

><)i-icly,

iloliluTalions anil in the ailvaiiccnicnt of
liis profession, always seeking; to |)ri>niote it to a liii^her plane of
I'he latter part of liis busy and honorable career was
perfection.
lived ill Maiianoy l."ity. where Ik* served as a nienii)cr of the sciiool
He was
Iniard. of which he was presiflent and later treasurer.
president of the I'nited States ])ension examininjj board for several years; a director of the ("iti/ens" National bank of .\>hlaiid for
many years; and was a niend)er of the Masonic. ( )dd l-"ellows an<l
Dr. Sherman was
Patriotic ( )rder Sons of America fraternities.
a man of rujjRcd physique, commandini; presence and kimlly countenance of fine trails of character, liiphly res|K'Ctablc, a man of
honor in all thinps, and of eminent ability in his chosen profession
of kindly, fatherly ami sympathetic disposition with the
He left
sick, and iintirinp and imyieldinfj in his efforts to heal.
to survive him a widow and two sons who deeply m<mrn the
loss of a lovinij. ilevtUed and cherishetl husband and a kind and
Sherman, a i)n'minent yoimn
The sons are .\.
induljjent father.
attorney of Mahanoy City, and Dr. Harry V. Sherman of iCaston,
are well known and hiphly respectcil citizens.
Pa., both of
t»>ok ^rcat

iiitcn-si

in

its

;

;

C

whom

The

interment of the earthly remains of the deeply mourned and
lamentetl Hr. A. B. Sherman occurred at I'ottsville. in the Charles
r.aber cemetery, on Dec. 14. nM'. Kev. T. Maxwell Morrison of
the I'irst Presbyterian church, of which he was a member, assisted
by Rev. H. .\. Keyser of Irace Reformed church, officiating.
Shifferstine, E. E.. M. D., was born in Tamaf|na, Schuylkill
His parents. Henry D.. and Mary .\.
county. I'a.. Oct. i. 1874.
(Swoyer) Shifferstine, were natives of Lehigh county, but have
spent most of their lives in Tamaqua. The father came to that
place as a boy of seventeen, and began working for the Philadelphia
& Reading Railroad Company, being employed in the motive department of that corporation for about thirty-two years. He has
been retired from active business during the last eighteen years
and he and his wife are living at Tamaqua. Dr. E. K. .Shifferstine
is the only living child of these parents.
P.ut two chihlren. were
born into the family and the other one died in infancy. The subject of this article has had excellent educational opjiortunities,
which he has made an effort to turn to his advantage. .After being
graduated from the Tamaqua high school in the class of 1891 he
accepted a position in a drug store for about eighteen months,
when he began bis preliminary work in the study of medicine.
He hatl as preceptors two or three well known men in W'eissport,
Mauch Cliunk and Tamaqua and was well prepared for entrance
upon his collegiate studies. He was graduated at the I'niversity
of Pennsylvania in Jime. i8r)<"). and following his graduation he was
employed in the State hospital for injured persons, at Fountain
Springs, this county, for over four years, the last eighteen months
being spent as assistant to the general superintendent. He spent
eight months abroad, visiting and studying in the hospitals of
Berlin and Munich. Germany.
In June. 1905. the doctor estab(
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iiis previous exhimself in fj;encral ])raclicc at 'I'amaciua.
perience as a hospital surgeon in the same locality, served as a
favorable introduction to the people and the doctor at once began
lie is an active worker in the
a successful professional career,
various mctlical societies within his reach, being a niend)er (jf the
Schuylkill county medical society, Lehigh medical association,
Pennsylvania state medical society, American medical association,
and was secretary of the Anglo-American medical association of
Berlin, Germany.
In the fraternal associations the doctor is a
member of the various Masonic bodies, has attained to the thirtysecond degree and has passed all the collateral degrees in that time
honored organization, liesides this, he is a memiier of the P)enevolent
and Protective Order of Elks and Patriotic (Jrder Sons of America
lie is a Republican in his political affiliations.
in Tama(|ua.
Shindel, Charles Shoener, a prominent citizen of Tamaijua, Pa.,
and its present postmaster, was born in that city April 29, 1867,
a son of Conrad Fry and Mary Louise Shindel. He dates his ancestry back to the early colonial period of our country, his forebears having" immigrated to this country in an early day. On the
maternal side representatives of the family took part in the Revolutionary war and four great-uncles named Gore, were killed in
Charles S. Shindel received his educathe W_voming- massacre.
tion at Wyoming seminary at Kingstown, Pa., since which time
he has continually been identified with the business interests of
the city of his birth. He was formerly engaged in the insurance
business, is at this writing president of the Tamaqua Manufacturing Company, and is also serving this second term as postmaster,
which is evidence of the esteem in which he is held by his fellow
citizens and a mark of approval of the business-like methods with
which he has conducted that important ofhce. He is a stanch supporter of the principals and policies for which the Republican
party stands sponsor and is an active worker in the ranks of that
party, having been honored by being elected chief burgess of his
city for two terms prior to his appointment as postmaster.
In a
fraternal and social way, he is a member of Tamaqua Lodge
No. 592, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and of the
Scranton, Mohegan and Tamaqua clubs. Religious!}' he and his
family are members of the Lutheran church. On Feb. 11, 1896,
Mr. Shindel led to the altar, Miss Rosabel Shepp, a daughter of
lisht'd

Daniel and Mary I. (Boger) Shepp of Tamaqua, and to this union
have been born two children, Mary Louise and Isabel Dunham
aged respectfully ten and seven years. Mr. Shindel takes a great
interest in matters pertaining to agrictdture, spends a great deal
of his leisure time in that basic industry and manages a small
farm for his mother, the same being located at Barnes'.ille. Pa.,

where the family lived for years prior to the death of the father.
Shoemaker, William H., a universally esteemed pioneer of
Schuylkill county, was born in Pottsville on Oct. 17, 1832, a son
of Marshall G. and Rebecca (Welliver) Shoemaker. The Shoe-

^•|»
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tnakcr family lias Ih-iii promiiuMillv idiiitifu-il wuh the history of
iVuHsylvaiiia and the I'nitcd Stati-«> for more than <>ne liiimlred
ami fifty years. Jac<'l» Shoemaker, the paternal ^;'"eat-^;ran•l!'a^h^•^
of the Mihject of this .sketch, was horn in New Jersey in 17(10
and scrvc<l in the t'ontinental army thronRliont the Revohitinnary
war.
He wa.s a man of tine education, both in the lui|,;lish and
(.ierman lanpnaKes, and lived to the rijic old age of eighty-nine
years.
He was buried with military honors on July 4. iHiiy. at
niixMiishnrg. I'a., ami was one of the last of the Kevolntionary
war veterans of that locality, .\inlrew (i. Shoemaker, a .son of
Jacob, married (.'atherine (iirton and to them was born a son.
Marshall (1.. in 181 1, while they were residents of C'ohimbia county.
The latter, with the exception of two years (183^-34) spen; in
Pottsvillc. remained in his native county until i8^>5. engaged in
mercantile pursuits.
He then removed to Shenandoah and cmbarked in the same line of business, in which he contimu-d uniii
his death, in 1881. in his seventy-first year.
His wife died two
years later at the age of seventy-six. The maternal grandfather
of William H. Shoemaker was Jacob Welliver, born in N'cw
Jersey and left an orphan at the age of fourteen. While still a
youth he removed to Columbia county and settled on the I'lack
run.
There he continued to reside until the Wyoming massacre if
July ,v 1778. <lrove all the settlers of the vicinity to Harrisburg.
l-"rom there Mr. W'elliver went to r'hiladel|ihia and became a member of the Continental army, in which he served until the close of
the Revolution.
He received no pay for his services as he was
not regularly enrolled, and at the cessation of hostilities returned
to his farm on the Pilack run. where he died in 1842 at the age of
eighty-nine years. William H. Shoemaker, immediate subject of this
sketch, received his educational advantages in the common schools and
in P.radley's select schcml in I'.loomsburg.
When he had completed his
scholastic work he became a clerk in his fathers store and the (lostoffice
at r.uckhorn.
He remained with his father in that ca|)acity. with the
exception of fourteen months when he was engaged in teaching,
until 1857. in which year he was made a member of the firm
and the name changed to M. G. & W. H. Shoemaker. After the
father's removal to Shenandoah in 1863 he conducted the business
at rUickhorn alone for twelve years aufl. although he was a Democrat, he was appointed postmaster by President Lincoln to succeed
his parent, who had served twcnty-fivc years in the jiosition.
Upon his removal to Shenandoah in 1877 he relinr|uishcfl the office,
having been re-appointed to it by Johnson, (irant and Hayes. In
the spring of 1883 Mr. Shoemaker was elected justice of the peace
and was re-elected to the office at each successive election until
For a number of years, also, he was a member of the bor1905.
ough council and was president of that body from 1879 to 1883.
He is a stalwart exponent of the principles of the Democratic
party and has always taken an active and influential jiart in the
political campaigns.
His elevation to public office has always been
as the candidate of that party, and he has filled every j)ositir.n with
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iJc-sidc the- oftices
credit to liimscU" and liunur to his cunslilucnts.
he lias held since a resident of Shenandoah he was township auditor of
Buckhorn from 1854 to 1877. Mr. Shoemaker in December, 1857,
married Miss Jiffie l^'arley, a daughter of the late I'eter John
Farley, of Stark county, Ohio, and to this union were born two
Edward, the elder, is a graduate of the Dickinson law
sons.
Jlc marcollege and is now a |)racticing attorney of Shenandoah.
ried Myrtle Sands, of IJloomsburg, I'a., and makes his home in Shenandoah. Sanford W., who has been employed as a clerk for a number
of years, is at the present time a formidable candidate for the office of
His wife was formerly Miss Maizie Liddell, a
justice of the peace.
daughter of Alexander Liddell of Mahanoy City. He resides with his
The Shoemakers are all memlx-rs of the
family in Baltimore, Md.
Methodist Episcopal church and the father has been for more than
forty years a member of tlie Masonic fraternity, being identified
with Washington Lodge, No. 265, of Bloomsburg. Mr. Shoemaker's popularity with his fellow citizens may be easily judged
when it is known that his retention in elective office as a candidate of the Democratic party was in a district which is normally
largely Republican.
Shugars, Hiram, is not only an estimable citizen of Pottsville,
but his occupation that of tin-roofing, spouting, and repairing
with heating work a specialty makes him one of the most useful
and necessary adjuncts to the thriving city in which he has his
Mr. Shugars was born at Catawissa, Columbia county,
residence.
Pa., June 6, 1845, and is descended on both the paternal and maHis parents
ternal sides from pioneer families of Pennsylvania.
were Jacob and Mary (Hartzel) Shugars, both of whom were natives of Columbia county, where they resided during life, the
father dying at the age of seventy-two and the mother at the advanced age of eighty-seven. The father followed farming as his
life's vocation.
As stated above both families were of pioneer

—

—

Columbia county, the maternal grandfather dying there
extreme old age of ninety-three years. The subject of this
review was reared in Columbia county and received his educational
training in the public schools.
In his preparation for a business
career he served an apprenticeship of three years at the roofing
business in Washingtonville, Montour county, after which he
worked as a journeyman for twenty years, ten years of that time
having been spent in Pottsville, where he located in 1875. I" 1879
he embarked in business for himself along the lines specified in
the introductory sentence of this review, and he has since successfully conducted the same, until now he has an establishment
which is universally recognized as an important center of industrjr in the city of Pottsville.
Mr. Shugars was married on July 4,
1873, selecting as his helpmate Euphemia Blee, of Jerseytown,
Montour county, and to this union one son was born \Mlliam B.,
who is the manager of the Rettig brewery at Pottsville. William
B. Shugars married Martha Potts, and he and his wife are the
parents of two children, M. Elizabeth and Kathryn L. Hiram Shugars
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Shugars. William B.. the cfticicnl anci popular mana);cr of the
Hitlin r.rrwmn Company, of roitsviljc. is a scion of faniilicn
founilcd in America in the colonial era. and the name which he
hears has lon^ heeii linked with the annals of the olij Keystone
state, of which he is a native s<»n.
Mr. ShtiRars was horn al
\Vashin);tonville. Montour county. I'a.. May n;. 1K7.V a son of
lliram and Kuphcmia Shugars. tl»e former of whom wa- horn in
Columhia county. I'a.. Jime f.. 1K45. ami the latter in .Montour
county. Nov. i>. 1.H4-. ( )nc of the Kreat-nreai-Krandlallu-rs in
the paternal line served as a |>ost rider in the Continental ranks
ilurinj; the war of the Revolution.
The oripnal .American ancestors in the maternal line came to this country in 1740.
William
H. Shufiars was a child at the time of his parents" removal to
I'ottsville. and in this city he was reared to maturity, receiving
jjiHid educational advantages.
Me is an exjiert accountant. Ii.is
heen identitied with the executive afTairs of the Rettip Hrewini'
(."ompany since i8<)<i, and is now manager of its oftue and business.
In politics he is independent and his reliRious faith is that
of the F'reshyterian church.
In a fraternal way he is a popular
member of I'ottsville Lodge, No. 207. benevolent aufl IVo'-.-ctive

Order of Elks.
ness and social

He

is

circles

cious hospitality.

On

a

younp man who stands high in local l>ii«.ihis pleasant home is notable for its graSept. 12, 1901. Mr. Shugars was united

and

marriage to .Miss Martha \V. Potts, danghtir of Charles V. ami
Sally (St. Clair) Potts, of Pottsvillc. and tiiis union has granted
three children— Margaret Klizabcth, Marshall P.. (deceased), and
Katbryn Louise.
Shumway, Jay Garrison, editor and publisher of "The Call"' at
Schuylkill Haven, was born at Goshen. Cape .\fav count v. X.
J..
Oct. 20, iSiK). He is descended from a long line of New l':ngland
ancestry, his great-grandfather, .\masa Shunnvay, having Ik-ch
born in \'ermont in i7iS8. .Xbont 1820 be removed to .Mexico,
Oswego county, N. Y., where be died in 1S55. He w.is a farmer
by occupation, and a strict follower of the Vcligioiis doctrines of
the Methodist Episcopal church.
He married Hannah Spencer,
an English woman, by whom he had a family of nine children, one
of whom. Orsman (^tway Shunnvay, was the paternal grandf.itber
of the subject of this sketch.
He was born at Mexico. \. V.. in
1823, and at the age of twenty years removed to Fulton in the
same county, where he opened a book and stationery store which
he conducted successfully for a numljcr of years, when he was
burned out. He then accepted the principalship of Falcy seminary,
holding that position for six years. He served as police justice
for a number of years when.' in 1867, he removed to \"inelanH,
N. J., and again engaged in the book and stationcr\- business, in
which he continued until his death, in 1871.
He was prominent
in political aflfairs. and was twice the Republican nominee for
the
in

447

BIOGRAIMIICAL
office of state senator,

tlic district beiiiR strongly iJcnidcratic,
For many years he
defeat of his party.
Me
of the Methochst Episcopal church.

hut

down with the
was an active member
he went

was twice married, his first 'wife, who in maidenhood was Lydia
Snyder, was the mother of Channing Shumway, father of the subHe was born in Fulton, N. Y., Aug. 21, 1844.
ject of this article.
Channing Shumway was the only child born to this union who
The father's union with Amanda ]5aldlived to years of maturity.
win was also blessed with one son, (Jtvvay Shumway, now a resiChanning Shumway was married on
dent of Oswego, N. Y.
Dec. 20, 1868, to Miss Deborah, daughter of William F. (larrison,
one of the most prominent ship-builders of Cajje May county, N. J.,
and a son of William Garrison, a pioneer shi]5-builder of the New
Jersey peninsula. Jay G. is the only surviving child born to this union,
his brother, Otway H. having died on Nov. 5, 1896, and his mother,
Deborah (Garrison) Shumway, died Feb. 10, 1874, at the age of
twenty-eight years. On Feb. 9, 1876, Channing Shumway married
Miss Ella J. Whittield, of P'ottsville, a daughter of Joseph Whitfield, a native of England, who was born near Liverpool in 1807,
came to the United States in 1824, and settled in Pottsville in
Here he conducted a dry-goods business for forty-six years,
1831.
or until his death. He was class-mate of Edward Everett, Judge
Story, Longfellow and others who achieved national greatness.
Three children were born to the father's second marriage, Jessie W.,
The father of J. G. Shumway spent
Lucia D. and Channing R.
his early years after his graduation from Faley seminary as a
He enlisted in 1863 as a
clerk in the postoffice at Fulton, N. Y.
member of Company A, 24th New York cavalry and served under
His regiment was
that intrepid commander, Gen. Phil. Sheridan.
in the second division of Sheridan's cavalry corps, which was detached for service with the Army of the Potomac, while the remainder of the corps was maneuvering in the Shenandoah ValBeginning with the Wilderness campaign, Mr. Shumway
ley.
participated in all the battles and skirmishes of the Army of the
Potomac, and a number of raids into the enemy's country, up to
and including the capitulation at Appomattox. He received a
painful wound in die battle of June 19, 1864, in front of Petersburg, and was honorably discharged in June, 1865.
Returning
from the army, Mr. Shumway was employed in the postoffice
at Washington, D. C, for one year, resigning that position to
accept one in the employ of Joseph Fayal, of Jefferson count}-, N.
He was in the grocery business in New Jersey for three or
Y.
four years and was a general agent for the Wheeler & Wilson
1870, to come
book and stationery
1875, he was manager of the Pottsville Evening
Chronicle became treasurer and general manager of the Standard
Publishing Company, when that corporation absorbed the Chronicle, publishing the Chronicle as a daily, and the Standard as a
weekly, until Dec. 30, 1899, when he sold his interests and re-

Sewing Machine Company, leaving that
where he spent five j^ears

to Pottsville,
business.
In
;

position in

in the
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lU- lins .since luld a Iticradvo |H)><i(iiiti in
movctl i» lliiladclplna.
the acconntinK dcpartntrnt of a larKC mercantile c<«tal)li^l)tncnt. ilc
I'nttsville. lias attained to
lit a nirinher nf lite Masonic fraternity in
«lei;ee. and is also a menther nf (inwen 1V)»1,
of the Ke|)nlilic. in I'ottsville.
Jay ( iarrison
Shnmway. the snhect of this review, was educated in the Potislie learned the printing; Inisiiuss in ymnh,
villc public scIuhiU.
ami on IVc. I. i88(». cnteretl the employ of the Standard rnhlishinu Conjpany as a job printer, .\fter about a year in this jxwition. he accepted the ofTcr of Alfred M. Slocum of rhiladelphia.
and held the i>osition of pressman in that city for about one year,
lie then returned to the ".Standard." and assumed charge of the
jt>b press ri>om until .\pril. iS8«), when he Ix-came a reixirter on
the p;i|H-r. anil was finally jiromoted to the editorship, a jmsition
which he held from Nosemher. i8<>2, to Jan. i, njoo. when the
tlir Knij:lits

Ni».

JJ^.

Templars

tlranil

paper was

Arms

He

.sold.

served

in

various positions followinp this,

International Corres|>on<lencc Sclio<ils. until
Nov. nth. HK>i. when he took char^je of the "Call," which he now
is a
six-column folio, published weekly;
It
owns and publishes.
is in<Iependent in politics and under its present management is a
The plant is well
spicy and readable ex]>onent of the local news.
for the large patronage i" job work and commercial
c<|uip|H"d
principally

with

the

Shumway was

married on ()ct.
and Sarah
).
r.iiRland, Feb.
(Hurries) Davies.
2~. 1S4". came to .America in i8C)2 and soon became prnmincntly
identitied with the mercantile department of the Leliiph \'alley
lie was suiierintendent of two or
Coal and Navigation Company,
more stores at ditTerent jdaces. and his lieadipiarters were frecjucntly
transferred.
He was a member of the engineering corps which
established the Saint Paul & Dulutli railroad, later becoming
freight accountant, paymaster an<l traveling auditor of that road,
until he resigned in 1883 to become superintendent of the Southwest N'irginia Improvement Companv, with headfiuarters at Pocahontas. \'a.
He resumed mercairtile pursuits in 1S85, when he
accepted the supcrintendency of two company stores at .Snow Shoe,
Pa., remaining there until i88<). when he moved to Wilkes Piarre,
and assumed the management of a commission bouse. In i8q2 he
came to Pottsville as general agent, and traveling accountant for
the Lehigh \'alley Coal Company, a position which he held at the
time of his death, on Xov. 18. H)02. Mr. Davies was a Mason, and
He was married at Mauch Chunk,
a member of the Odd Fellows.
Pa., to Sarah lUirries on .\ug. 19, 1872. and they had nine children,
the eldest of whom is Mrs. Jay (i. Shumway.
Mr and Mrs. Shumway have two children. Jay l")avies, l)orn July 4. 1900, and William Garrison, born Oct. 27. 1905. Mr. Shumway and wife are
members of Saint Matthews Lutheran church in Schuylkill Haven.
Siegfried. Ulj^ses Grant, an efficient locomotive engineer in the
cmjiloy of the I'ennsylvania Railroad Company, on the Sunbury
division, whose home is in Pottsville. was born at Selinsgrove Juneprinting which
i8.

iS<><>.

it

to .Miss

receives.

Mr.

Mary M., daughter of William
Her father was born in Chester,

(

C^ll.L-

''^Jl Uil^i^LA. a-*tJ

Northumberland county, on ^vpril -')., looj. in: i^ >_-,..; " -^
(Chnstme) Sieglive children bimi to Benjamin B. and Catherine
Elmira and Emma. bJfried, the others being Simeofi €.. Mellmont,
twentymira died while still an infant and Simeon passed away in his
The maternal grandfather, Simeon Christine, came to the
first year;
England and located in Snyder county. The
United

tion,

attended the public schools of his native countecn years of age and then started work in the
accepted a position on
;e had completed that he
On obtaining
years.
four
.'d for a period of
government surveying party he went to the
his return east entered the employ of the
'-ipany on Nov. lo. 1887, at Sunbury, as a
following year, he was transferred to the

subject
try uti'
iron T'l
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to the position of locoSiegfried married Miss Ida Hawk,
They
if Mainville, Luzerne county, Pa.
daugiiLv.r i>i VviiiJtii
,-e memt>ers of the Reformed church of
have no children an
Mr. Siegfried is prominent in fraternal circles throughPottsville.
being identified witli all the prominent orders. He is a
state,
the
out
of
Scottish Rite Mason of the Philadelphia Consistory; a member
Pottsville;
America
of
Sons
of
the
Order
of
Patriotic
No.
Camp
36,

was promoted

.2

~

tr.

,

Seneca Tribe, No. 41, Improved Cuder of Red Men; Miners' Lodge,
No. 20, Independent Order of O'.V. Fellows; Franklin Encampment,
No. 4, of the same order, and i.iic Brotherhood of Locomotive Enthe chairs of the Odd Fellows'
He has passed througli
gineers.
e Red Men, a past chief of the
f
organization, is a past sachem
present time is serving his fifth
Engineers' Brotherhood, and
Politically he is indeorder.
year as treasurer of the la^^i
;

pendent of party or faction

'

as to candidates for local ofwy
ticket in state and national atl-ii;'

xercise of his right of franchise
it generally votes the Republican
Mrs. Siegfried has six brothers

and a sister living—Alfred, }^.'.Try, Boyd, Harrison, Wright. Claude
and Mary. Another sister, Anna, died a few venrs ago. The Siegfried home in Pottsville is one of the handsom
most homelike places of the city.
Silliman, Edward S.-— i^efinite and beneficent was the impress
:>y the honored subject of this memoir upon the economic and
lal history of Schuylkill county, and his name merits a place
'

the roll of those who primarily conser\vored section of the state. Instinct with uv
character, he was well equipped for winning
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He is one of the
Nortlnimbcrlanr! county, on April 21, 1865.
children born to Ijcnjamin B. and Catherine (Christine) SiegElfried, the others being Simeon C, Meliniont, Elinira and Emma.
mira died while still an infant and Simeon passed away in his twentyThe maternal grandfather, Simeon Christine, came to the
first year.
The
United States from England and located in Snyder county.
subject of this sketch attended the public schools of his native country until he was thirteen years of age and then started work in the
iron mines.
When he had completed that he accepted a position on
a farm and there remained for a period of four years. On obtaining
a job as rodman with a government surveying party he went to the
Indian Territory and on his return east entered the employ of the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company on Nov. 10, 1887, at Sunbury, as a
fireman. On Feb. 22, of the following year, he was transferred to the
Pottsville division and in 1892 was promoted to the position of locoIn 1890 Mr. Siegfried married Miss Ida Hawk,
motive engineer.
daughter of William Hawk, of Mainville, Luzerne county. Pa. They
have no children and both are members of the Reformed church of
Pottsville.
Mr. Siegfried is prominent in fraternal circles throughout the state, being identified with all the prominent orders. He is a
Scottish Rite Mason of the Philadelphia Consistory
a member of
Camp No. 36, Patriotic Order of the Sons of America of Pottsville
Seneca Tribe, No. 41, Improved Order of Red Men; Miners' Lodge,
No. 20, Independent Order of Odd Fellows Franklin Encampment,
No. 4, of the same order, and the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers.
He has passed through all the chairs of the Odd Fellows'
organization, is a past sachem of the Red Men, a past chief of the
Engineers' Brotherhood, and at the present time is serving his fifth
year as treasurer of the last named order.
Politically he is independent of party or faction in the exercise of his right of franchise
as to candidates for local offices, but generally votes the Republican
ticket in state and national affairs.
i\Irs. Siegfried has six brothers
and a sister living Alfred, Jerry, Boyd, Harrison, Wright, Claude
and Mary. Another sister, Anna, died a few years ago. The Siegfried home in Pottsville is one of the handsomest as well as one of the
most homelike places of the city.
Silliman, Edward S.
Definite and beneficent was the impress
made by the honored subject of this memoir upon the economic and
industrial history of Schuylkill county, and his name merits a place
of lasting distinction upon the roll of those who primarily conserved
the upbuilding of this favored section of the state.
Instinct with integrity and strength of character, he was well equipped for winning
distinctive victories in the battle of life and for maintaining an inviolable hold upon the confidence and good will of his fellow men.
Mr.
Silliman was born at Berne, Berks county. Pa.. June 20, 1820, was
reared to manhood in this state, received the advantages of the common schools and early^ developed that aggressiveness and stabilitv of
character which eventually placed him in the forefront as a constructive worker and executive.
He came to Mahanoy City at the time of
the outbreak of the Civil war for the purpose of engaging in coal
tion,
five

;

;
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mining and

one of the pioneer operators in this pari of tlic
In iS<>i he sank tlie tirst shaft and hiiih the
the Malianov valley, and this mine is now knuwn as the

iH-cainc

print anthracite district.
first

breaker

in

North Mahanoy colliery, owned by the Philadelphia \- Keailinjj Coal
and Iron Company. Prior to ojH'ninp this property Mr. Silliman had
been a resident of Pottsville, and had become convinceil that abnndant coal defiosits were waiting dcvelo|>incnt in the Mahanoy valley.
Mis convictions in this regard led him to exploit his ideas by \ycTsonal effort and investment and he secured from Itid<lle, Troutman &
Dnndas, of Philadelphia, a large tract of land in this locality. .-Xt
that time the nearest coal operations were at (iirardville. ten miles
distant from the point where he established his colliery.
On Jan. 14,
iSn^j, the first shipment of coal was made from this new breaker, and
shipment within a radius of eight
Mr. Silliman's name gave title to
which at that time had a capacity for producing 100.000
annually, with aliout 350 imlividuals represented on the
.Xfter operating this colliery for aliout eight years Mr.

is to be
miles of the
the colliery,
tons of coal

this

pay

roll.

recorded as the

present

Mahanoy

initial

City.

Silliman and his father disposed of their interest in the nunc to the
Crane Iron Company, of Cata.sauqua. It may be stated incidentally
Scxin
that the father was sheriff of I'.erks county as early as 1832.
after the sale of the mine a strike occurred among its operatives and
the breaker was burned. The Philadeliiliia & Rea<ling C"f>al and Iron
Company shortly afterward secured control of the property, and today it is one of the largest and most profitably operated collieries in
the region.
.Vfter retiring from the enterprise noted. Mr. .Silliman
built an iron furnace at Xew Ringgold, but the undertaking was not
a financial success owing to a general depression in the iron market
He then turned his attention to the soft coal fields and
at that time.
became the operator of an extensive mine at Houtzdalc. Clearfield
county, where he was again a pioneer in developing the coal field, as
he had previously been at Mahanoy City. He later acrpiircd a tract
of 1,600 acres of valuable coal land near Shcppton. Schuylkill county.
Apart from this intimate connection with the early developments of
the coal industry in this section. Mr. Silliman contributed in a splendid and generous way to the upbuilding of Mahanoy City, which continued to be his home until his death, which occurred on May i. 1904.
In 1S64 he effected the organization of the First Xational bank of
Mahanoy City, and thereafter he regularly attended the meetings of
its directorate until within a few months prior to his demise.
He was
elected president of the bank in 1866 and filled this important executive office thereafter until he was called from the scene of life's endeavors.
He was the organizer of the Mahanoy City Water Company, which supplies the city and also many collieries with water, and
was president of the company from its inception until his death. He
was also president and one of the incorporators of the Mahanoy City
Electric Light. Heat and Power Company and the Mahanoy City Gas
Company, and was a charter member of the Humane Hose Company.
In 1875 ^''"- Silliman organized the Silliman Guards, and the organi-
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is now perpetuated as Com]xuiy E, 8th rcpimcnt, Pennsylvania
National Guard. Even these brief statements indicate the diversity 6i
Mr. SiUiman's interests, and show the broad-minded attrilnitcs of the
man. He did not hed.sje himself in with the narrow lines of individual
business aggrandizement, but found pleasure in the forwarding of
enterprises for the general good and was a man unostentatious and
His influence and
kindly, easy of approach, generous and tolerant.
heljifulness permeated the life and being of his home city and county
and his capitalistic support did much to bring about the magnificent
development of this section. Honesty and integrity dwelt with him
as constant guests and he commanded the respect and confidence of
In 1858 Mr. Silliman was united in marriage
all classes of people.
to Miss Sarah Keller, whose death occurred in 1894. They became the
Ellen, now the wife of George H. Jackson,
parents of four children
of Philadelphia; Edward, James and Charles, who remain residents of
Mahanoy City. Mr. Silliman was a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal church, and his political allegiance was given to the

zation

:

Republican party.
Silliman,

Edward

S.,

president of the First National bank and

Water Company

of Mahanoy City, was born Nov. 4,
1865, a son of Edward S. and Sarah (Keller) Silliman, both representatives of pioneer families in eastern Pennsylvania.
Plis paternal
grandfather, James Silliman, was elected sheriff of Berks county,
Pa., in 1832.
The subject of this sketch was born and educated in
Mahanoy City and he has been a resident of his native borough during most of his life. He is prominently identified with the business
and social affairs of Mahanoy City, with which the family name has
long been associated. Mr. Silliman is a Republican in his political
views, and affiliates with the Protestant Episcopal church.
He is a
member of the Union Republican club of Philadelphia, the Young
Men's Republican club of Mahanoy City, and the Central Republican
club of Pottsville. Of the fraternal societies he holds membership in
the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks in Mahanoy City. Mr. Silliman was married on Dec. 7, 1905, to Miss Mabel S. Beck, a daughter of
William and Matilda (Strauch) Beck, of Schuylkill county. Mr. and
Mrs. Silliman are the happy parents of a little daughter, Miss Mary
also of the City

born in September, 1906.
Silliman, H. I., editor of the Tamaqua Evening Courier, was
born at J\Iahanoy Plane, Schuylkill count}'. Pa., Dec. 15, 1876, a son
of John H. "Sillyman," the youngest son of John Sillyman, who was
the eldest of four brothers prominent in the development of the timber and mining interests in the county in early days.
These were
James, Thomas, Samuel and John Sillyman, who came to Pottsville in
1820 as contractors in the building of the turnpike between Reading
and Sunbury. After completing this work, they turned their attention
to the timber business for a time, and later engaged extensively in
mining operations. The mines on the "America Tract" at Pottsville
were opened and operated by the Sillyman brothers, as was also the
Bear Ridge tract, in the Schuylkill valley. Later they worked the
B.,
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Crow Hollow, St. Clair. Mi<l(llc))<)rt. I'attcrson. TnscaMahanov City. Tlu-y wen- all marriol an<l naml larRc famsonic o| whom retain the oriKinal siH-llinp „f the
name while

rollicrics at

rora ami
ilies,

have

withers

name

is

siihstitutc.l "i" for "y." an<l.

aKo found

written "Selliman."

whether ripht or wroii^f. the
The familv was intensely

loyal to the national Kovernment cliirinR the Civil
war. each family
contributinR to the volunteer service, one of whom. James
I.
Silliman
was one of the "F-'irst nefen.lers." an.l ilie<l s.h.h after being
Mischarged from the three months' service in iS/.i. He was the first
Civil

war soldier Inirie.i in the I'ottsville cemeterv.
Ihc >ul)ject of this
sketch has sixnt all of his mature vears in journaliMn
and other literary work. He was educated at the Tamacjua high
sch.iol ami at the
age of SLXtcen Ix-pan his newspa|XT career. I-or the last
ei^lit vears
he has been one of the editors of the 'Iama(|iia i:veiiinK
Ouirier and in
addtion to this work contributes (o the columns of other
newspapers
and mapazmcs. h.ivinp been the regular corresi«.ndcnt
of the New

""

-""•''^•" c.ml fields duriiiR the last
seven years
and intluential in the business affairs of Tamaqua: i.s prominently identified with various lodges
and .social organizations; IS a member and sccretarv of Tamaf|ua
Lodge.
^''""'

Ai*^

Air.

c-n""
Silhman

is

active

No. s<> I'.enevoand Protective Order of Elks; is also treasurer of the
V.Iks" home
and IS a meml)er and .secretary of the Ixiard of trustees
of the Panther
Creek \ alley hospital association. John H. Silliman.
father of the
sut)ject ot this article, was for many vears
trainmaster on the Shamokin division of the Reading railroad,
with hea.lquarters at Mahanov
llane.
Later he was transferred to Tamaqua.
.subsenuentlv going
south and engaging in the contracting business.
In i8*, he
lent

i-eturned

'''"''

""'

""''""'"'^^

''"^

^"^'*=-'*

former position

°^ '"»

there
Sillyinan. Conard B.. an insurance
agent of prominence, whose
place Of busine>s ,s at ij2 West
Mahantongo street. Pottsville was
b.-.ni at St. Llair on
July 13. ,871.
He is a son of

•Mary

Conard

P..

and

an Horn
Sillyman. both natives of Schuvlkill county
an.l on the fathers side is
a descendant of a long line of Schuvlkill
county pioneers. The father was in his earlier
life engagcl in mining.
but abandoned it to enter the insurance
business, in which he continued until his death in 1892. at the age
of fifty-three vears. The mother
fc.

(

\

)

and the four children are still living. The
eldest child. I. Hiram, is
engaged in the insurance business in Cleveland.
O.
James S is a
salesman in Pittsburg: and the daughter.
Mrs. E. S. Lavson. Vesides
•

in

He

New

^ork.

The

subject of this sketch

is

a tended the public schools of Pottsville
pleted his education he began his

the voungest of the four.

and when he had combusiness career in his father's office
here he continued to work until the
fathers death, when he assumed
the management of the whole
establishment.
The business includes
three branches—hte. fire and
accident insurance— and from vear to
year has increased in volumes until
it now ranks among the
'largest
agencies as regards the amount and the
number of policies issued In
p.litics he IS independent,
but is generallv ranked with
the

Repub-

—
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He

lias never aspired to nor held (jffice or any official posi1900 Mr. Sillynian married Miss Minnie 11. Jleeljner, of
Port Carbon, a dan^^diter of Henry R. Heel)ner, a f^encral mercluint
Both Mr. and Mrs. Sillyman
of that place. They have no children.
are members of and earnest workers in the First Presbyterian church
of Pottsville, and Mr. Sillyman is recognized as one of the most public

licans.
tion.

In

•
and enterprising of Pottsville's citizens.
Simonds, Prof. Benjamin S., ])rincipal of grammar school No.
of I'ottsville, and an educator known all over the cfjunty, was horn

spirited
I,

at Hartland, Vt., July 2, 1865, the eldest of a family of four children
born to Benjamin S. and Mary Jeannette (Kean) Simonds, the for-

The father
in New Hampshire and the latter in Vermont.
was engaged in the lumber business all his active life until his death,
which occurred in October, 1902. The mother died in 1877. The
other members of the family are William, who is in the lumber, business in Woodstock, N. H. Mary is the wife of A. H. McLean, also
in the lumber business at Lincoln, N. H. and Robert is a prominent
member of the bar at St. Johnsburg, Vt. Professor Simonds received his preliminary educational opportunities at the Mclndoe
academy, where he prepared for college. In the fall of 1884 he entered Dartmouth college in the classical course, graduated there in
1888, and after three years more of work was given the degree of
Master of Arts. His padagogic career was begun the same year that he
entered college and he was engaged in teaching all the time he was in
the institution. Immediately after receiving his master's degree he was

mer born

;

;

mathematics in the Bradford county
which he accepted and held for a year. When
he returned north to spend his vacation he was elected assistant in the
Pottsville high school and assumed the charge that fall. He continued
in the position until 1906, when the board of school directors selected him to take charge of grammar school No. i, at the head of a
teaching force of three instructors. In 1896, at Ludlow, Mass., Professor Simonds married Miss Marion J. Quick, a native of Massachusetts.
Mrs. Simonds is a graduate of an academy at Plainfield,
Conn., and of Mt. Holyoke college in the class of 1891. Just prior to
her marriage she was engaged as a teacher in a private school of
Pottsville. To Mr. and Mrs. Simonds have been born three children
Carlton N., Robert T. and Marion B. The family are members of the
Presbyterian church and the father is identified with a number of insurance and beneficial societies. He is a past grand of Miners' Lodge,
No. 20, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a member of
Franklin Encampment, No. 4.
He also claims membership in the
American academy of sciences, the Midwinter educational club, the
Schuylkill county educational association, and the board of trade of
Pottsville.
Of the two last named organizations he is the secretary.
Professor Simonds is very prominent in all professional and social
aflfairs of the community, and is recognized as a man of broad culture
and fine intellectual capacity.
ofifered a position as professor of

institute of Starke, Fla.,

N. Ill
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Skweir, Andrew, a mcrcliaiu of Mc.\<l<>n ami postmaxtiT •>( the
wa-. Ix'tn in Austria in Jnnc, 1S37. one of ciRlit cl)il<lrcn
born to Tinko anil Anna (Dniilinaki Skweir. A hrutlicr, AIIkti. wlio
lives in Ohio, is the unly other incnilKr of the family in ihc United
Another hrotlter, Nicliolas, and five si.sters. Anna. Mary,
Stales.
Paulina. Fannie ami ICva. are all living in .\iistria.
The subject of
this sketch attended the common scho<i|s of his native country until
he was fifteen years of age and then lor five years worked on his
father's farm.
.At the age of twenty-three he came to the Inited
States and located in Jeansvillc, I'a.. where he obtained a |>osition as
lx>rinij;li.

hoisting and

moved

pump

to Hazlcton

engineer,

.\fter eight year.s in that place he re-

and engaged

in the wholesale liquor and grocery
business.
Two years later he came to Mc.\floo. which was then a
settlement with hut few inhabitants, erected a building and engaged in
the grocery antl hardware business, which he has since been most
successfidly conducting.
I'or some tinie now he has held the office of
postmaster.
In 18S7 was solemnized Mr. Skweirs marriage to Eva

Yankowicz. of Jeansvillc. a daughter of (leorge and Mary YankoShe has three brothers and a sister, viz. Andrew. Wasiel. John
and Julia. The chiblrcn Ixjrn to Mr. and Mrs. Skweir are ten in
nund>er. viz.: Antonio (I), (deceased); .Vnna, John, .\ntonio (II),
Michael. Mary. Pavdina (deceased). .Andrew (deceased). Julia and
Helen.
The family are all comnnmicants of the (ireek Catholic
church of Mc.Vdoo. In politics Mr. Skweir is an ardent believer in
the tenets of the Republican party, and as the candidate of that party
was twice elected to terms, a period of six years, in the borough council.
Ho is also a prominent member of the Citizens' club of McAdoo.
Slater. Harry P., a real estate dealer and pr>>prictor of the Centennial hall at Pottsville. was Ixirn in that city .\ug. 29. 1844.
His
parents. Cicorge \V. and .Anna S.
McCartney) Slater, were Ixith natives of Pennsylvania, the father of I'nion county and the mother of
Germantown. their families having been among the pioneers in those
sections of the state.
George \V. Slater located in Pottsville in the
early '40s, and engaged in the grocery business and mining.
In
1863 he purchased the town hall, which had been erected in 1840. and
conducted it as a place of anuiscment until it was destroyed by fire
wicz.

:

(

in 1876.

from the

when

it

deceased.

The

structure was immediately rebuilt in more modern style
story up and he continued to operate it until his death,
passed into the possession of his son.
The mother also is
first

Harry P. Slater was educated

in the

schools of his native

and in early life learned the printer's trade. During the Civil
war he serv-ed for nearly four years as a marine in the United States
navy, serving under Porter. Dahlgren. Farragut and other illustrious
commanders. In 1868 he went west and spent several years in Denver. Col., and Helena. Mont.
He then returned to Pottsville. which
city he has e\-er since considered his home, though he worked for
some time in the government printing office at Washington, and was
also employed in the treasury department. He is a stanch Republican
in his political affiliations and takes a keen interest in all questions
city
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inenil)er of George G.
is a
He
Veterans, of I'ottsville.
married Miss Clara K., daughter of Frederick Speaclit, of Potts ville.
Pier grandfather, who settled at I'ottsville in 1831, served under Na-

pertaining-

Meade

the

to

No.

Post,

puijlic

6,

welfare,

lie

Army and Navy

Mr. Slater is regarded
poleon and was at the burning of Moscow.
as one of the wide-awake, jniblic-spirited men of Pottsville, always
ready to do his i)art to further any movement for the advancement of
the material interests of the city, while his judgment as to values of
realty is second to none in the county.
Slattery, Daniel I., is the senior member of the firm of Slattery
Bros., at Tuscarora, the fame of which general merchandise establishment is by no means confined to the limits of the village in which
it is located, but extends throughout all of the surrounding country
from which it draws a gratifying patronage. Mr. Slattery was 1)orn
in Tuscarora, Aug. 31, 1869, a son of John J. and Alice (Kelly)
Slattery, the former a native of Canada, and the latter of New PhilaThe father migrated to the United
delphia, Schuylkill county.
States in the early '60s and settled in Port Carbon, where he followed
the business of boating on the Schuylkill canal for a number of years.
In 1864 he located at Tuscarora and engaged in the general mercantile
business, which occupation he followed until his death in March,
He left a family of seven children, viz. Margaret, wife of
1895.
James Kenna George, deceased John J. Daniel I. Thomas F. James
Daniel I. Slattery, to whom this review is more
B. and Dennis J.
particularly dedicated, was reared in Tuscarora and received his edu:

;

;

;

;

;

cational training in the public schools of that place. At the early age
of twelve years he secured employment as a slate picker and began
his independent career. Later he worked in the mines for seven years
and then entered his father's store, where he was employed until the

time of the parent's death. He and his brother, Thomas F., then succeeded to the business and have since conducted the same under the

name of Slattery Bros. They have the oldest as well as the
leading mercantile establishment in the village of Tuscarora, and the
sons are well maintaining the reputation so firmly fixed by their honored father in the matter of upright and honest dealing. Daniel I.
Slattery. is a member of St. Jerome's church at Tamaqua, and fraternally he has membership in Tamaqua Lodge, No. 591, Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks, and the Lodge of Foresters at Tuscarora. Aside from his mercantile business he is interested as a stockholder and operator of the Bell colliery, located in Schuylkill township, and the Slattery Bros, are proprietors of the Port Carbon colliery, located in East Norwegian township.
In politics Mr. Slattery is
a Democrat and during the past twelve years has filled the position of
justice of the peace.
Smith, Albert, a resident of Yorkville, who holds the position of
section foreman on the Philadelphia & Reading railroad, was born
in Pottsville, Schuylkill county, June 4, 1846. a son of Albert and
Magdalena (Siegel) Smith, the former born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, and the latter in the province of Alsace-Lorraine,
firm

:
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The father came to
nUnil 1840 and liH-alcd in Yorkvillc. Scluiylkill cminly,
lie
I'a.. where he Ucauie idenliruMl wiih the coal-inininj; indiotry.
later enj;aj;ed in lariniiij; and |i>r many years wa-* in the employ of
He died in his fortythe Mine Mill Kailnvid Company a> foreman.
ninth year and his wife survived hin> hy a nnmlwr of years. Of their
nine children seven grew to maturity. The names of the children arc
Elizahcth. Albert. Ilenry, Anhere enterc«l in order of their hirth:
Klizal>elh. .Andrew, Marparet. John. Kate, Joseph, and Mcrnard.
drew. Marparel. John. Kate and Joseph arc now tlcccased. The suhject of this skelch was rearcil to maidirxul in Scluiylkill coimty and
receivcil lintited educational advantages in his yonih. as he early asIn 185^1 he cntere<l the
sumeil the practical rcsiKinsihilitics of life.
employ of the Mine Hill Kailroatl Company as water Ixiy. and since
i8^\4 he has been continuously in the service of the Philadelphia &
Reading Railroad Company. Since 1870 he has held his present |iosition as foreman and has resided in Yorkvillc ilurinp the lonp interveiiini; period.
In jwlitics he is independent and he and his wife arc
communicants of St. Josei)h's Catholic church in their home town.
which \va* then under French dominion.
Anirrica

memlKr of the riiiladclphia & Reading relief association. A
which Mr. Smith receiveil from Rufus Wilder, of Crcssona,
former sufierintcndent of the Mine Hill Railroad, dated Jan. 31. 1900,
contains statements which are worthy of reproduction in this sketch
"I remember your father. .MlK-rt Smith, who was sectif>n foreman of
I also rethe Mine Hill railroad from West Wood to (Icrmantown.
member you as a very prod little boy for the repair force on that
section.
am plad to hear that you arc still emiiloycd hy the comI
It shows you have always been a faithful employe, as your
pany.
,\ half century has passed since you entered
father was Ijcfore you.
the service of the company, and I trust that in that time you have
earned and received deserved promotion." ( )n May 28, 1871, Mr.
Smith was united in marriapc to Miss Catherine Christ. <lauphter of
Gcorpc and Marparet (Rice) Christ, of West Wood, aiifl tluy have
Eliza, .MlK-rt, Jr., Gcorpc. Marparct. Edward, Charles
seven children
and William. Eliza is now the wife of Howell Quinn.
Smith, Daniel H., a merchant and dealer in farm implements at
Haas. Pa., was liorn in Eldrcd township, Schuylkill county, Oct. 9,
1850. a son of John S. and Judith (Herb) Smith, the father beinp a
mechanic in Haas durinp all of his mature years. He was a master
at his trade of blacksmithinp and was able to dcsipn and make any-

He

is

a

letter

—

thinp within the sphere of his business. The paternal praiulfather of
Daniel H. Smith was also named John Smith and was amonp the
He located in
pioneer carpenters and boat builders of Pottsvillc.
Eldred township in an early day and both he and his son John S.
were identified with the development of that township, contributinp
They owned
their share toward its material prowth and prosperity.
farms which they tilled in connection with their mechanical work.
John S. Smith was a Republican in political preferences, and a member of the Church of God. Daniel H. Smith is the eldest of ten chil-
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drcn horn to his partMits, tin- ollicrs hcinjj; Charles, of A.shhui<l, I'a.;
William, in I<:i(lrcd township; Felix, deceased^ John, a fanner in
Eldred township Mary, of Mount Carmel Catherine, deceased LizBcisel of Shazie, of Tower City, Pa.; Sarah, wife of William
was eduthis
sketch
subject
of
The
deceased.
Lewis,
and
mokin, Pa.,
cated in the jniblic schools and at the age of nineteen started on his
He
business career independent of home counsels or restrictions.
married Miss Susanna Derr, of Fountain Sjirinijs, Pa., and they have
four children living, the youngest of the family, John, having died at the
age of four years. The eldest is Emma, now the wife of James Kncrr,
;

;

;

of Eldred township Jane is married to E. W. Brosius, also of ]<:idrcd
township Cyrus, a blacksmith by occupation, married Clara llepler
and resides at his parental home Dirzah became the wife of William
Treon and resides at Locust Dale, Pa. Mr. Smith served an apprenticeship to the blacksmith's trade during his youth, and worked
;

;

;

He owns a farm which he
for thirty-four years.
This
connection with his mercantile business at Haas.
includes a full line of staple and fancy groceries, drugs, confectionery,
He has been assessor of
tobacco and cigars, farm implements, etc.
Eldred township for fifteen years served twelve years as a member
of the township school board has been local agent of the North
Western Mutual Fire Insurance Company for twenty years and has
He is a man
been postmaster at Haas for twenty-one years.
thoroughly well read, and a leader in the councils of Republicanism.
His friends are legion, and his acquaintance extends to the remotest
corners of the county.
Smith, Francis H., a representative dairyman of the borough of
Yorkville, is a native of Schuylkill county and a member of one of
He was born in the family home on the site of
its honored families.
the present academv of music in the city of Pottsville, Nov. 7, 1842,
a son of William C. and Diana (Cake) Smith, the former born in
The maternal
the city of Philadelphia and the latter in Pottsville.
grandfather, Levi Cake, was a scion of one of the pioneer families
of Pennsylvania, of which he was a native, and he himself was one
of the early settlers of Pottsville. He was a boat and ship builder by
trade and assisted in the building of many of the boats that plied the.
canal between Pottsville and Philadelphia in the early days. He conWilliam C. Smith
tinued to reside in Pottsville until his death.
settled in Pottsville in 1840.
He was a machinist by trade and upon
coming to Pottsville entered the employ of Wren Bros., who then
conducted what was known as the Eagle foundry. Three years later
he became superintendent of the machine shops of Haywood & Snyder
and later held the same position with the firm of Snyder & Millens,
with whom he remained until 1855, when he formed a partnership
with Benjamin Pomeroy and son, under the name of Pomeroy, Smith
& Pomeroy, in the same line of business. The partnership was dissolved three years later and Mr. Smith thereafter conducted a machine
shop of his own until 1 861, when he engaged in the coal business
at Hekscherville, this county, operating the East and W'est Pine Knot
at that business

conducts

in

;

;

;
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In i8(i(i he removed to Shannikin. Norlhumljcrlaml connty. wlurc \\c succciisfnily o|HTatc<l the I-nncastcr ctilhery
uniil the tiiiie of lii- ilratli. wliich «>ccnrrc<l on Nov. Jti. i8«X), at the
lie left a C">m|)ctcniy ti> liis widow and
aj*e <'l seventy->evcn year-.,
chddrcn. ( >l the five children the snhject of this sketch was the first
bom; Knnna. now deceased, was the wife of jacoli K. Kiser. who was
Ralpii II. is ilecea.scd;
n«s«>ciated with her father in the coal hnsincss
Warren M. went to .\nslralia in 1880 and die<l there; an<l I'.iirton H.
I-'rancis II. Smith
is ennaKe<l in the hardware hnsiness in Shaniokin.
was reared to maturity in roltsville. in whose connnon .schools he
received his early ed.icational iliscipline. learned the machinist trade

collicric« until

;

untler the aide direction of his honored father, an<l was identitied
with the work of ids tra<le for twenly-one years, lie was in the cmploy of the riiiladelphia & Keadinj; Railroad Company for twenty-one
years, havinp previonsly lieen sn]H'rintendent of the Monnmiith Vein
ConMilidated Coal Company, at Locust (iap, NorthnmlK-rland coimty.
l"or the past decade he has successfully conducted
fron) 18/14 to i8*>8.
a ilairy farm at Yorkville, where he has a finely improveil proj>crty
Mr. Smith was a
and controls a large and appreciative patronage.
leal and loyal soldier of the Inion in the Civil war, having enlisted
on .Vug. 18, i8(>2, in Company 1!, iJ')tli Pennsylvania volunteer infantry, with which he took part in mnnerons engagements, the more
important of which were the battles of .\ntictam, Kearneysville.
He received his honorable disI-'redcrickshnrg and Chancellorsville.

charge at Ilarrisbnrg, I'a.. May 18. i8^>3. In his |x>litical adhercncy
Mr. Smith is found arrayed as a stalwart supjxirter of the principles
of the Re|nd>lican party, lie is affiliated with the iranil .\rmy of the
Republic and lx)tli he and his wife are members of the Ijiglish Lutheran church. Dec. 29. 1864, recorde<l the marriage of Mr. Smith to
Miss Caroline Heller, daughter of Henry and Magdalene (Kyle)
Heller, of Moimt Carlxm. this county, and of their four children only
one is living Calantha. who is the wife of Frank J. Cavanaugh, a
(

—

successful railroad contractor.

Smith, William Frank, who conducts a
modern and wellcquipi>ed general store in .Vurcmlx'rg, was lK>m in Xescopcck, Luzerne
county. Pa., May 10. 1869, a son of Albert and Sarah Jane (Raber)
Smith. He attended the public schools of his native township, rounding out his educational preparation by a course in the Orangeville
academy and subsequently attended the Pdoninsburg normal school.
During his attendance he was also engaged in pedagogic work, this
arrangement continuing for eight years. On Oct. ii. i8'».v M^- Smith
was united in marriage to Miss Ida May Readier, daughter of Philip
and Lydia (Hess) Readier, of Luzerne county, by the Rev. W. D.
Donat. pastor of the Wapwallopen charge. Pa. In 1806, in partnership
with William M. Kcrshncr, he opened a general store under the firm
name of Kershner & Smith. In January. 1901. the partnership was
dissolved. Mr. Kcrshncr resigning and being succee«led bv Mr. John
The concern was managed under the firm name of Smith
C. Weiss.
& Weiss until September. 1004. when Mr. Weiss withdrew and Mr.
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Smith undertook the entire responsibility. That he has made a success of liis venture is evident by tlie increase of patronage from year
to year and tiie continual enlarjifenicnt of the capacity of the store.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Smith are members of and active workers in the

Emanuel Reformed church of Nurembero^, and he is identified with
the Nuremberg Lodge, No. 1075, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being a past officer in the same. He is a man of gofid business
capacity, absolute integrity and well-merited respectability.
Smoil, Rev. Edwin H., the eloquent and pojjular pastor of
Christ lu'aiigclical Lutheran church at Schuylkill TIaven, is a native
of Philadelphia, where he was born April 2, 1861, a son of Rev. B. S.
The
Smoll, a native of Upper Hanover, Montgomery county. Pa.
father was a Lutheran minister, in which laudable work his life has
been spent, and his grandfather, Peter Smoll, was a soldier during the
Peter Smoll's wife, though not bearing arms,
Revolutionary war.
contributed her share of service to the cause of national independence,
as she accompanied her husband in his perilous work and assisted in
every way possible to render his burdens lighter. The hand of this
noble woman soothed the pains of the sick and wounded and tenShe was of Irish birth, devoted to her
derly cared for the dying.
young husband and the cause which he served, and no sacrifice was
too great for her to make for the benefit of either. Rev. Edwin H.
Smoll received his elementary education in the schools of Pennsburg,
Montgomery county, Pa., and on June 25, 1882, was graduated at
the Muhlenberg (Lutheran) college of Allentown, Pa., after which
he completed the course in theology at the Lutheran seminary on
Franklin street. Philadelphia. He was ordained to the ministry of the
Lutheran church at Allentown on June 2, 1885, and in August of the
same year was called to the Millersville parish in Lancaster county.
There he served three congregations vmtil Nov. 7, 1886, when he was
This embraces three churches, with the
called to his present charge.
Christ church is a strong
central congregation at Schuylkill Haven.
and prosperous organization, embracing on its roll of membership
many of the leading citizens of the borough.
handsome new
church edifice has been erected within the years 1905-1906, and it is
one of the principal church buildings in the town.
In addition to
this, Mr. Smoll has pastoral charge of the congregations at St. Paul's
church, in South Manheim township, and St. John's church at Friedensburg. These are all very old organizations, established in early
pioneer days, and are under the control of the general council of the
Lutheran organization in the L^nited States. Mr. Smoll was married
on Oct. 2. 1889, to Miss Mada A., daughter of Charles F. and Ellen
(Laubenstine) Weaver, of Cressona, Pa. Their only child, a daughter named Ruth Irene, was born March 22, 1892, and is now a diligent
student in the high school. Mr. Smoll is independent in his political
views, holding aloof from party ties and obligations.
He votes for
men rather than measures, and regards the political machinery of the
country as too much under the domination of so-called "party lead-

A
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Snyder. A.

J..

u

im.>i,i

a hottliiiR cstahli.sliimnt in lainaon Sept. 4, 1857. a son of Michael
mother was born in this conntv ami the

li

..i

ipia. \va> Ixini ni Sclui>lkill coiintv

an.l Saliunc

Snyder.

I

lu-

He was a millwri^jht by traile.
father in NorthumlHrlaml county.
iMit the latter part of his active life was spent in farming in Schuyllie died in 1887 at the afji' <>f ^isty yi'ars and his wife
kill county,
passed awav a year later at the age of lifty-nine. Several of the minor
|)olitical of^ccs were filled by the father and he was for many years
an officer in the Lutheran church. The subject of this sketch is the
fourth in order of birth of the twelve chililren in the family, of whom
.\manda is Mrs. William
ten survive,
II. is an invalid; James W'.is a railroad

Lemke. of Tower City; John

man

with head<|u;irters

in Ilar-

L. met his death in an accident on the railroad in
risburfj;
1887; Amos V. resides on the old homestead in I'.arry towiishi)>. this
county; Simon P. is a mill owner of Harry township; Michael F. is a
farmer in the same town.ship; Mary is married; Sarah is the wife of

Aaron

Charles Okenhause. a farmer living near Tower City; another si.ster
is Mrs. Schwahn. of Gowen City. I'a.; and the other chil<l "lied in
infancy.
.\. J. Snyder attended the public schools in his native township aiid spent the first few years of his life after the completion of
From the farm he went
his scholastic training on his father's farm.
to Taylorsvillc. where he was actively cnpaped in the hotel business
I'rom .Ashfor four years and for four more conducted a saloon.
land he removed to Tatnaqua and embarked in the Ixittlinp business.
KK)") he has been most successfully conI-'or fourteen years now
ductinp this business and is now regarded as one of the luost substanHe is now serving his second term as
tial business men of Tamaqua.
member of the school board, for three years, under Dr. D. S. Marshall, he was deputy coroner, and also served as deputy under Dr. C.
On May 27, 1882. Mr. Snyder married
A. Hleiler. of Frackville.
Miss Christina I'.illman. born in the townshiji of Harry on Jan. 5.
Mrs. Snyder
1856. and a daughter of C. M. and Christina Hillman.
died on May 2, i<X)6. leaving besides the bereaved husband five children. Lizzie Ann is the wife of Albert Weidner. of Carbondalc. and
Martha E. is now serving her
the mother of a son. Albert Jackson
fourth year as a teacher in the Tamaqua schools and the others are
\erna S.. Edna Florence and .\ndrew Charles. The family are communicants of the Lutheran church and the father is fraternally identified with the Roval .-\rcanum and the Benevolent and Protective
(

;

;

Order of

Elk.";.

Snyder, Amos Franklin, a substantial farmer and dealer in farm
implements, was born in Barry township. Scluiylkill county. July 18.
1861, a son of Michael and Salome (Schrope) Snyder, the former of
whom was born in Northumberland county, and the latter in Begins
township.

The

subject of this sketch attended
he was eighteen years of age and
then started to earn a livelihood by following agricultural pursuits.
Subsequently, in 1886. he began a jobbing business in farm implements
as a matter of diversion rather than business, but at the present time
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has grown to such dimensions as to absorb a large part of his time.
docs considerable market gardening besides his general farming,
delivering his produce to dealers and private customers in Harrv. On
Feb. 22, 1885, Mr. Snyder married Miss Abbie Erdman, daughter of
Abraham and Mary (Troutman) Erdman, and six children three
They are
sons and as many daughters have blessed this union.
it

He

—

—

•

Charles N., Leon E.,

Raymond

F.,

Mamie

I.,

Grace V. and Elsie A.

are all members of and devout workers in the Lutheran
church of Barry. For six years Mr. Snyder was superintendent of
its Sunday school until about two years ago, when the church organIn politics he is
ized a branch school and he was given charge of it.
a leader in the local councils of the Democratic party and as the candidate of that political organization has been honored with election
Fraternally he was at
to the oi¥ices of assessor and school director.
one time associated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and
the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, but of late years has not
been actively identified with any secret organization. He is a publicspirited, Christian gentleman, enterprising, active and enthusiastic.
Snyder, Charles A., a well known attorney of Pottsville, is a
native of the Keystone state, having been born at Pillow, Dauphin
county, April 16, 1867. His father, William Herb Snyder, was born
in Schuylkill county, Oct. 6, 1844, and his mother, whose maiden
name was Leah Hoefifer Brua, was born at Pillow, Dec. 23, 1843. The
grandparents on both sides were among the early settlers of the Tulpehocken region of Berks county, and were prominent in the formation
of the Lutheran church in America, one of the ancestors, Peter Brua,
being a delegate to the first Lutheran synod.
The ancestors were
also participants in the Indian and colonial wars and the war of the
Revolution, while the family has been represented in all the subsequent wars in which the United States have been involved. William
H. Snyder served throughout the war of the Rebellion in the 108th
and 172nd Pennsylvania volunteer infantry. Charles A. Snyder was
educated in the public schools and afterward took up the study of law.
Upon his admission to the bar he began practice in Pottsville, where
he has ever since continued, and where he has a representative
clientage.
He is a Republican in his political affiliations and takes an
active interest in all public questions, particularly those affecting the
public schools.
He has served as city solicitor, deputy district attorney, comptroller, and for three terms, from 1903 to 1907, represented the Fourth district of Schuylkill county in the state legislature.
In religious matters, his family belong to the Methodist Episcopal
church, and in fraternal circles Mr. Snyder belongs to the Improved
Order of Red Men, the Knights of the Golden Eagle, and the Protective Order Sons of America.
On May 21, 1891, Mr. Snvder was
united in marriage to Miss Laura, daughter of Charles D. and Ellen
(Hofifman) Arters, of Churchtown, Lancaster county.
Her father
was long and favorably known as one of the most prominent educators of Schuylkill county, where he came in the early '705.
Mr. and

The family
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Mr?<. Snvtiir have l\v<> cliildrcii
lima, lioni April IJ, ukid.

:

Umh.

li..rii

C)cl. 9,

189^,

ami Droz

iiiiti near Harry, is a nnn of
Snyder, Simon P., imw opcr;iiii.i,
Michnil ami S;iloiiic (Schri>|H") Snyder, ami was l»orii in the towtiHhip
.•

where he m>w resides. May J<), iWrfi. lie attemled the piililic school*
of hi.s native tii\vii-hi|i inilil he was sixteen years of aj;e and then for
a nunilH-r of years assi>ted Iun father in the n)anai;enient of the farm.
\\ lien he >tarted hiisiness for hintself he eniharked in the mill industry
and lias followed no other line. lie i.s also known as a maker of excellent Ciller, which has attained (piitc a reputation for its purity, and
( )n
is a manufacturer of picket fencinj;.
July 15, 188X. Mr. Snyder
married Mi.s.s I-jnma Sclnuker, a danj;hter of John Sclmckcr, and to
these hnl four
this imion have heen horn |i>urteeii chililren.
>f
survive
Marry .\., Maude S.. H. Lottie ami Mary luhel. The family
are all earnest anil conscientious memlK-rs of the Lutheran church of
Harry, of which Mr. Snyder has for many years heen one of the
deacons. In |)olilics he is a Pemocrat of the old .school and has l>ecn
the recipient of many official honors at the hands of his party, anions;
them those of supervisor, tax collector and auditor. For many years
lie was a memher of the Indepoulent Order of Odd rcllr>ws, hut of
recent years has heen inactive.
Me still claims active memhership,
however, in Harry Camp, Xo. 441, Patriotic Or<ler of tiie Sf)ns of
America. Mr. Snyder comes of a fine line of pioneer I'ennsylvanians,
his father having heen liorn in Nortluimherland county and his mother
in Hegins township of Schuylkill comity.
Mis paternal prandfather,
John Sny<ler, was a man of prominence in his day. and his maternal
prandfather. .\ndrew Schrope. married a memher of the Crawford
family, famous in the annals of Keystone state history.
Spayd, Prof. H. H., a well known educator in Schuylkill county,
is a native of Myerstown. I.ehanon county. I 'a., where he was horn
on Oct. 26, 1845. At the dawn of younp manhood he left his studies
to enter the service of his country and served three years as a member of Company C. I40tli Pennsylvania volunteer infantry. He participated ill many of the hard-foupht battles with the .\rmy of the
Potomac, amonp which may be enumerated Pollock's Mills. Fredericksburg. Chancellorsville. Gettysburg, Laurel Hill, North .Anna,
Spottsylvania. Cold Harbor, Todd's Tavern. Totopotomy, Six Mile
House. P.oydtown Road, F'etersburp (battle ami siege) and the two
battles of Hatcher's Run.
The campaign from the Wilderness to
Petersburg was one continuous battle when the soldier at the front
was never out of range of the enemy's bullets. It must also be rct

—

membererl that every battle was preceded by skirmishing as an initiative measure and that there were often hot skirmishes which were not
immediately followed by general engagements. These were equally
as disastrous to the men engaged and usually involved greater physical
exertion than the battle-front. Mr. Spayd was thrice wounded fluring
his tenn of service.
He received a serious wound at the battle of
Gettysburg and was left on the fielfl. which subsequently fell into the
enemy's hands. Being unable to walk, he was allowed to be retaken
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liis friends and was cared for l)y tliciii in lios])itals at Gcttysbiirjj,
Baltimore, Md., and Germantovvn, I'a., until he was sent to the
front in December, 1863, after being nearly six months under treatment. In May, 1864, began the very active campaign which terminated at Appomattox and tlie subject of this article participated in
the stirring events of the time. He received two slight wounds during
the battles of the Wilderness campaign and while besieging l-'eters-

by

Wcldon

railroad in an efff)rt to cut tlie
discharged as color-bearer of
Mr. Spayd returned to his parental home at the close
his regiment.
of the war and resumed his educational work so summarily interrupted. His educational opportunities were of the best and after com-

burg took part

in the battle at

He was

enemy's source of supplies.

pleting the work of the public schools of Myerstown and the Academy
at the same place he took courses at the Millcrsville state normal
school, the Palatinate college at Myerstown and at the Elmira, N. Y.,
business college. He engaged in teaching at the age of nineteen and
His first teaching was in
this has been practically his life work.
Lebanon county, but subsequently he secured a position on the teaching force of Rush township, Schuylkill county. In 1871 he was elected
principal of the Minersville grammar school, to accept which he
retired from the principalship of the Llewellyn schools where he had
been employed during the preceding two years. For thirty-five years
Professor Spayd has been identified with the Minersville schools in
In 1883 he was
the capacity of an instructor or superintendent.
chosen to the position of superintendent, which he has since occupied.
He is thoroughly identified with educational interests in the state,
being a life-member of the state teachers' association a member of
the national educational association
one of the councillors of the
American institute of civics a member of the National geographic
society the American association for the advancement of science the
history teachers' association of the Middle States and Maryland and
a charter member of the Schuylkill county historical association.
In
Grand Army circles he has held nearly all positions in the gift of the
local post, as well as appointments on the staff of the department and
national commanders. For a number of years he served as inspectorat-large for Schuylkill county.
Professor Spa5'd has always been an
active worker in local institutes, and a wise and helpful counsellor
in the administration of educational affairs in Schuylkill county.
He
is popular among all classes of people and the many young people
who have gone out into the world of business from his careful training are his best friends.
His scholarly attainments and exemplary
life entitle him to all the honors bestowed upon him.
H. H. Spayd
is a son of John and Catherine (Haak) Spayd and is descended from
German ancestors, though several generations removed. His paternal
;

;

;

;

;

;

grandfather, George Spayd, was born in Ephrata, Lancaster county.
Pa., but located in Lebanon county about the year 1826.
He was a
farmer by occupation and a German Baptist in religious afiiliations.
He died in the vicinity of Myerstown about 1875. His wife, who in
maidenhood was a Miss Conrad, became the mother of eight children.
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tlic

l.aiK-a.>tor

sul))i'i't

county,

of

lliis

|*a.,

in

a ilau>;htcr of William llaak ">f Mycrsiown, hy
lie \va^ a farmer during the
wlioni he had a family of ten chil.lrcn.
active years of Ins life, took active ami intelligent interest in pnhlic
His
afTairs. and was one of tite organizers of the Kepnhlican party.
deatli cKCurrcjl at SchaetTerslown in \>^)i, his wife snrvivin^j him for
l8i<).

Mc

niarricil

l'rofess(»r Spayd married Miss Sarah, a danfjlia nmnl>er of years.
They have
ter of Davi.l P. and Sarah DtwalxTuer. of Mycrstown.
no cliildren. hut reared and educated a nephew, .\. I*.. Warner, who
i'rofessor Sjwyd is
is now enpaped in Inisiness on his own account,
an in(le{H-ndent Kepnhlican in his political views and has taken an
active interest in the supremacy of party principles, thou^li never an
office seeker.
He is op|H>sed to dishonest |x)litics on the .same principle that he op|ioses dishonesty in private affairs and if the disruption of the party is necessary ti> purjje it of corruption and "praft."
In religions afViliations. Ik- has In-en a
he accepts tlie alternative.
life-lonp adherent to the doctrine^ of the I'.aptist cluirch. and has Ix-cn
In the Iia|>tist church
a zealous worker in the cause of Christianity.
of Minersville he has Injen ever active as a working Christian and
has cheerfully h<irne the hurdens and honors of official positions. The
Sunday scIumiI has also engaged his attention, both as a teacher and
superintendent.
Speacht, Jacob F., of Pottsville. is a prominent contractor in all
kiml'- of c'.ncrcte work and controls a large an.l im[xirtant business
in this section of the state, and is a scion of mie of the honored
pioneer families of Schuylkill county, which has been his home from
the time of his birth.
He is a son of John and Barbara (Gottshall)
Speacht. iKith of whom were likewise lx)rn and reared in Schuylkill
county.
The paternal grandparents of Mr. Speacht were Gottlieb
and Lena (Wagner) Speacht. who immigrated to .\merica from the
historic old city of Strasburg. now the ca|>ital of the (iennan province
of .Msacc-Lorraine but at that time a part of Trance.
Gottlieb
Speacht had scrveil for six years in the French army under the great
Napoleon.
His immigration to .-\merica took place in 1830 and he
located in Pottsville. where he engaged in the work of his trade
that
of gimsmith and also did an extensive business in the manufacture
of copjHT utensils for the pioneers of this section.
P.oth he and his
wife continued residents of the county until their death, honorcfl by
all who knew them.
The maternal grandfather of the subject of this
sketch was a native of Germany and he aNo was one of the sterling
pioneers of Schuylkill county, where he assisted in the early development of the coal mines. John Speacht was \x>m and reared in Pottsville and for an average lifetime was here employed as a night watchman, having been in the employ of one concern for thirty-seven years
and of another for sixteen years. He is now living retired and he
and his wife have a pleasant home on West .Market street. Pottsville,
in which house they have resided for almost a half century.
The
children of this honored couple are: William. John. Charles, George,
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The only dauyliter is now the
F., Emma, Henry and Robert.
wife of Harry JJoiighey. The subject of this sketch is indebted to
the public schools of Pottsville .for his early educational training and
he remained at the parental home until he had attaincfl to the age of
twenty-seven years, having in the meanwhile I)een engaged in various
pursuits.
In 1900 he purchased a farm in South Manheim township
and gave his attention to the management of the j)lace for the ensuing three years he still owns the property, which is well improved
and under effective cultivation. In 1904 Mr. Speacht returned to
Pottsville, where he established himself as a general contractor in
He has built up a large business, gives
all kinds of concrete work.
employment to a large number of men in the busy season, and utilizes
from eight to ten teams. He takes a loyal interest in all that concerns
the progress and general welfare of the community and in political
matters he is independent of partisan dictation. He and his wife are
members of the German Lutheran church. Jan. 22, 1898, Mr. Speacht
was united in marriage to Miss Cora Werner, daughter of Daniel
Werner, of Elizabethville, Dauphin county, Pa. They have no chilJacob

;

dren.

Spencer, George, deceased, for many years a prominent coal
operator of Minersville, Pa., was born in Yorkshire, England, in
He was a son of George
1806, where he was reared to manhood.
and Hannah (Hearst) Spencer. In 1828, at the age of twenty-two
years, he immigrated to America and located in Schuylkill county,
where he followed the vocation of mining for a number of years,
having held the position of mine boss at the old North America mines
near Pottsville. In the early '30s, he began mining operations on his
own account and followed this line of endeavor until his accidental
death, which occurred on Jan. 4, 1862, due to a gas explosion at the
Harper colliery which he was operating at that time. Mr. Spencer
was a pioneer in the anthracite industry in the Schuylkill region,
where he opened and operated a number of the most productive mines,
and by thrift and industry, amassed a comfortable fortune. He was
a man of unflinching integrity and always to be found in the foremost
ranks on all questions pertaining to the welfare of his community.
Among his numerous coal operations was the old Spohn vein, where
the Williams colliery now stands at Fishbach.
In 1837 he located in
Minersville, Schuylkill county, where he became interested in the
mines at Wadesville later in partnership with others he operated a
colliery at Beaver Meadow and opened a new colliery in Carbon
county, Pa., where they founded the village of Jeansville.
In 1850
he removed to Jersey Cit)' in order to take charge of the coal shipments from the mines in which he was interested, but in 1853 returned to Minersville where he opened the Peach Orchard colliery
and later the Oak Hill colliery in South Cass township. He then
leased the Harper colliery at Minersville where he lost his life.
Mr.
Spencer was an earnest member and supporter of the Methodist
Episcopal church, and in politics was originally an old time Whig,
becoming a Republican on the organization of that party. He married
;
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Mary, a ilaURhtcr of John ami Mary Williams
|iarrnl« of the followinp chiklrcn:
whose life will Ik- fotind i>n other

deceased

:

.iiul llu-y bocaim- the
William, deceased, a review of

ihomas.
|m>;es of this volume:
Hannah, widow of l-ldward OH)ke of West lU-tldehem

for the DniKint I'owder (.onipany at
wiilow of Dr. Thomas Patterson, late of
Mahanov City: and Mary, deceased, who was the wife of Wm.
Tavlor. manager of the stores of the l-"orest Improvement Company
at Hecksher.sville and Forestville. Schuylkill county.
Spencer, William, deceased, for many years identified with the
coal minini; inilii-.try of Pennsylvania, was horn in .Vorwepian townHis fatlur. deorpe Spencer, a
ship. Schuylkill county, .ilxuit 1S30.
sketch of whom appears in this volume, was .i |)ioneer co.il operator
of Schuylkill county, conducting collieries at Duncanville. in the
William Spencer received an
Klack valley, and alxiut Minersville.
academic education and ujwn leavinp school became associated with
his father in mininp operations, actinp as superintendent of the collieries at ( )ak Hill, and later at I'.uck Mountain, near Hazleton. Pa.
In 1S41). when the discovery of poUl in California drew htmdreds of
younp men in that direction, he left Pennsylvania for the new El

lohn. deceascil

Ashland.

I'a.

;

:

CieorRe. apent

Railiel.

Dorado, makinp the lonp. tedious voyape around L'ape Horn to San
Francisco.
He did not remain lonp in California, and after his return to the cast he conducted coal yards at Paterson, X. J., in connecWhen the
tion with his father's mininp interests in Schuylkill county.
war broke out he enlisteil in the 5th Pennsylvania volunteer infantry,
under Col. Benjamin C. Christ, for the three months' service. The
repiment was on camp fluty most of that time at larrishurp. Washinpton. D. C, and .-\lexandria. \'a.. and was never actually enpaped
The 5th was mustered out on July 23. i8'')i. and
with the enemy.
Mr. Spencer immediately re-enlisted in a Pennsylvania cavalry repiment. where he rose to the rank of major and served with tlistinction
.-Vfter peace was restored he became
until the close of the war.
superintendent and peneral manaper of the P.uck Mountain colliery
His early traininp
aufl company store near Hazleton. Luzerne county.
and lonp experience in mininp and handlinp coal made him a practical
expert in that line, especially in the anthracite field, where most of his
About i88i or 1882. he became assoactive career had been passed.
ciated with .Andrew Robertson, of Pottsville. in the development of
the bituminous coal fields of West \'irpinia. Their mines in that state
were located near \'ivian. McDowell county, where his death occurred
He had pone there to look after his extensive
on Dec. 13. K)04.
interests, contracted jmeumonia. and died after a short illness, the
event causinp deep and widespread sorrow in Minersville. where he
had resided for many years. Mr. Spencer was one of the most publicspirited citizens of Minersville. and was always foremost in every
movement for the upbuildinp of the city and its institutiops. He was
one of the orpanizers of the Minersville Electric Eipht Company: a
director in the Minersville Water Company: and was connected with
Throuph the exercise of good judgment
the First National bank.
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his superb business acumen, he amassed a considerable fortune,
On Nov. 3,
every dollar of which he pained by upright methods.
1853, Mr. Spencer married Miss Amelia J. Prevost, a daughter of
John Prevost, a brief biography of whom will be found in this volume, and she alone survived him, their one child having preceded the
Mr. Si)encer's remains were brought
father to the Great Beyond.
to Minersville, and were followed to their last resting place by a
large concourse of friends. He has gone from the scene of his earthly
endeavors, but he left his impress indelibly stamped upon the industries
and institutions of Schuylkill county, and his influence will doubtless

and

felt for years to come.
Sperbeck, Rev. Henry C., until Nov. i, 1906, the pastor of the
Presbyterian church at Port Carbon, was born in Hadley, Mass.,
Nov. 21, 1871, a son of William H. and Mary (Saphore) Sperbeck,
and one of their five children, the others being Wdliam, Edwin,
Daniel and Lillian. After dtie preliminary discipline in the common
and high schools of his native town, Rev. Mr. Sperbeck matriculated
at New Windsor college, New Windsor, Md., and after a full course
He then entered the
of four years he was graduated with honors.
theological seminary of Princeton university and after a three years'
course was ordained a minister of the gospel of the Presbyterian
His assignment to the Port Carbon pastorate came in the fall
faith.
of 1904 and he preached his first sermon in that city on Nov. 7.
The Presbyterian church of Port Carbon was built in 1834 and the
first pastor was Rev. Sylvanus Haight, who served for two years.
In 1836 Rev. W. M. Sellars, a German Reformed minister, assumed
charge, and he was followed by Rev. Robert McCartee of New York
During the nine years from 1841 to 1850 several different
state.
pastors were in charge and in the latter year Rev. T. H. Wardlaw
took the charge. He was followed in turn by Rev. A. M. Lowry and
Rev. Silas A. Davenport, the latter serving from 1853 to 1877; from
1878 to 1882 Henry S. Bell was the pastor, and from the latter year
Rev. Mr. McAskie, who
to 1886 A. A. Murphy was the minister.
succeeded Mr. Murphy, resigned in 1890 and his place was taken by
Mr. Poison's term ended in 1893 and from
Rev. Henry Tolson.
Jan. 25, 1894 until the April before Mr. Sperbeck assumed the charge,
the pastor was Rev. James Boal.
Since the erection of the church
in 1834 there have been in it one hundred and fifty-six baptisms and
sixty-two weddings.
During Mr. Sperbeck's incumbency of the
pastorate the church was in a most flourishing condition.
The size
of the congregation increased and numerous repairs were made on
both the church and the parsonage. In 1900 Mr. Sperbeck married
Anna N. Null, a daughter of George F. and Louisa (Ecofif) Null of
Wilmington. Del. Two children, Miriam and Warren, have blessed
this union.
On Nov. i, igo6, Mr. Sperbeck accepted a call to the
pastorate of the Watsontown Presbyterian church.
His going was
a loss not only to the congregation to which in two years he had become endeared and respected, but to the community as a whole.
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Spiese, Franklin P., a inercliant of Tamar|ua and |)roniinent
tluntighdnt Sili\i>lkil! county as a financier and cajiitalist, was Iwrn
in I'"ast Coventry t<>\\n>liip. Chester county, Pa., Jan. 20, 1835, a son
He conies of good German
of Jacob and Hannah (Moser) Spiese.
stock, and his ancestors were amonc the pioneers of Chester county.
The paternal grandfather, George S|)iesc, was born in Wiirtcniburg,
Germany, but early in life immigrated to the United States and in
1784") located in Chester county, where he entered a tract of land
under the homestead law. There he spent the remainder of his days
and his remains lie buried in Shenkel's cemetery near by. It was
When
U|X)n this tract of l.ind that Jacob Spiese was born in i8oo.
he grew to manhcv)d he learned the trade of miller, and although he
was engaged in that vocation for a number of years he turned his
attention in later life to agricultural pursuits.
Politically he was a
stanch believer in tin- jirincijiles of JcfTcrsonian Democracy anrl in a
religious way was intensely interested in the work of the Reformed
church. His death occurred in 1868. His wife, Hannah Moser. was
born at Douglassville, I'crks county, Pa., in 1809. and died in Chester
county in 1879. 'J^r father was John Moser, a descendant of one
of the pioneer families of Douglassville. I'.y her marriage to Jacob
Spiese she became the mother of nine children, five sons and four
daughters.
Franklin P. Spiese, the subject of tliis sketch, although
liorn in East Coventry township, was reared in North Coventry township, whither his father removed when the son was but a year old.
His early surroundings were those of farm life and his educational
training was acquired in the Franklin school, of North Coventry township.
On Jan. 4, 1872, he left the parental roof and started out to
make his fortune. His first employment was under his brother as a
clerk in the oflRce of the Catawissa railroad at Tamaqua. After four
months of service there ill health compelled his resignation and he
entered the carpenter's trade as an apprentice, serving a full term of
four years.
On March 8. 1877, he embarked in the wholesale and
retail shoe and leather business at Tamaqua, being associated at first
with William H. Beyel. under the firm name of \V. H. Beyel & Co.
This partnership had continued but two weeks when Mr. Spiese purchased Mr. Rcyel's interest in the business and for the two years following conducted it alone. In 1879, Henry A. Spiese became associated with him. the firm name being F. P. Spiese & Co. The brothers
were together until May 24, 18S3, when Henry .V. retired, leaving
Mr. Spiese to conduct the business without assistance until April i.
On that date William R. Jones purchased an interest in the
1885.
firm, the name of which remained the same, and continued to hold it
until Dec. 1900. when he withdrew.
Since that time Mr. Spiese has
conducted the business alone. He has not devoted himself solely to
the mercantile business, but has extended his interests in many other
directions and his influence has been felt in the greater part of the
growing industries of the town and county. On July 8. 1885, a

;
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charter was granted by the State of Pennsylvania to tlic Edison EleclUuminating Company, of which he had been the chief organizer
and has been secretary and manager from the time of its inception.
In 1887 the Tama(|ua board of trade was organized, the subject of
this sketch being active in bringing about its organization.
In conDaniel .Shcpj), Henry A. Weldy,
nection with four of his associates
Dr. C. B. Dreher, and Samuel Brode he built the first mill building
in the borough of Tamaqua, for the purpose of manufacturing hosiery
and employing- female labor. This building was leased to the Tamaqua
knitting mills, of which Mr. Spiese became a large stockholder, but
due to mismanagement on the part of the contractors the business
proved to be a failure and the money invested an entire loss. But
nevertheless the board of trade proved to be of considerable benefit
to the business and industrial interests of the borough of Tamaqua
and the surrounding community, and the mill thus established was
followed by others, until at the present time there is an absolute
scarcity of labor to operate the establishments of this character which
are now located in this town. In 1891 he was one of the incorporators
who took out a charter for the Tamaqua & Lansford Street Railway
Company, was also its first president and continued in that capacity
through its rather stormy career until the road was finally built,
when in 1898 he retired from the office and was succeeded by Mr.
Lewis A. Riley, of The Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company, which
had seventy-five per cent of the stock. Mr. Spiese continued, however, as a director until the street railway company, the Edison Electric Illuminating and The Citizens Gas Light Companies of Tamaqua
the Edison Electric Illuminating, the Anthracite Electric Light and
Power, and Union Traction Companies of Pottsville and other lighting companies, were merged and consolidated, through the J. G.
White & Co., Inc., into the Eastern Pennsylvania Railways Company,
of which he was elected one of the first directors, having been a
director of each of the consolidated companies from their inception.
In 1894 he purchased a controlling interest in the Citizens Gas Light
Company of Tamaqua, became its secretary, treasurer and manager
and continued in that office until July i, 1906, when as above stated
it was taken over by the consolidation.
In 1894 he and several associates purchased a considerable bodj^ of land east of Tamaqua, and
organized the Tamaqua Land and Improvement Company in 1897,
since which time he has been secretary of the organization.
This
corporation was instrumental in materially aiding in the development
and extension of the residence district of the borough of Tamaqua.
He was also one of the original stockholders and a director of the
Cumberland Valley Telephone, the American Subway and The
Schuylkill Subway Companies, all of which were affiliated with the
United Telephone and Telegraph Company, and he is at present one
of the original subscribers to the stock of the American Union Telephone Company, which succeeds to the business of the above named.
For many years a director of The Tamaqua Banking and Trust Company, and at the next election for officers following the death of
tric

—
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wlu-n he hfcanu- |irfii<li-nt of the new institution tluw orj^anpresident since that time,
iiank
its
'i'his
izcil, ami has remaiiu-d
enjoys the confidence of the people of the town and county in which
is locatc<l and is regarded as t>ne of the strongest anrl most conit
.Miout lOOJ he became interested
servative institutions in the state.
in the organization of a company known as The National Metallurgical Company for the development of a mine and the operation of a
cop|H'r smelter at Matehuala. in the Republic <>i Mexico, and he also
In njoO in connection with Judge
lias mining interests in Colorado.
VV. A. Marr, Alexander Scott. H. S. Allbright. George C. DeifenV>. Hreher and others, he organizecl The Scott I.umlx-r
derfer. Dr.
Company, which purchased a large timber tract in MarllKirough
county. S. C, and is now oiH-rating large mills at Marllwrough and
They also ac(|uiri(l hy ))urcha>e the UenneltsKennettsville, S. C.
villc and (,'heraw railroad, which is in operation and they are further
building an extension of fourteen miles to develop the agricultural
resources aufl handle the lumber antl other freiglit in that section.
In the former coqwration he is a director and secretary and of the
latter a director.
In HKy> he became interested in the development
of the resources on the island of Haiti and uixin the organization of
the I'niled Haiti Corjx^ration was electeil a director and vice-president of the company, the iiUenlion of this comjiany Iteing to build
railroads and develop the mining and agricultural resources of the
island.
He has been for many years a member of the American institute of electrical engineers, having secured his aflmission to that
.society by reason of his connection with and management of the electrical industry, having been in charge of the construction and development of the Tamariua company for upwards of twenty years. In
political matters Mr. Spiese for many years was a ]K)wcr in the Democratic party of the state, but when William J. Bryan was nominated
and the free silver issue became the strong feature of the party's
platfomi in 1896 he resigned his membership in the state central
committee and supported William McKinley for president.
Since
that year he has been allied with no political party or body, and
exercises his right of suffrage as his conscience and judgment dictate.
He has served as a member of the school board of his town, was its
treasurer for a number of years and is a life member of the school
directors association of Schuylkill county.
In fraternal circles he is
widely known. On Oct. 28. 187.^. he joined Camp Xo. 57. Patriotic
Order Sons of America, and in 1873 he became a member of Schuylkill Commandery Xo. i. located at Schuylkill Haven.
.-\t Milton, in
1877. he was unanimously elected state vice-president of the order, at
Pittsburg in 1890 was made president, and was re-elected to the office
at the annual gathering at Gettysburg.
He had the distinct honor
of being the first man to be re-elected to that office. His service as
president entitles him to a life membership in the state camp, and a
voice and vote in that body as long as he continues his membership
ill

i<)04.
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In 1897 he was elected to the responsible office of
in the order.
treasurer of the national camp and has continued in that office until
the present time. He is also a member of the national executive committee consisting- of five officers and having- jurisdiction over this
In the Masonic
rapidly growing order in the entire United States.
fraternity he has membership in Tamacjua Lodge, No. 238, Tamaqua
Chapter, No. 177, Royal Arch Masons, the Williams])ort Consistory of
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite Masons, thirty-second degree
and Rajah Temple of Reading, of the Ancient Arabic Order, Nobles of
the Mystic Shrine, being a life member of the latter organization.
He is a life member of Tamaqua Lodge, No. 592, Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks, and is a trustee for the bondholders of
In 1895 he was elected a director
the club-house recently erected.
of the centennial and memorial association of Valley Forge, Pa., and
upon the death of Freeland G. Hobson was elected treasurer of the
organization.
He was one of the organizers and the first president
of the Citizens' Fire Company of Tamaqua; was the first president
of the Tamaqua board of health when it was organized, and has
served a second term in that body.
In religious affairs Mr. Spiese
On Aug. 28, 1880
is affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal church.
he was united in marriage to Miss Emma Bowden, a daughter of
Williani Bowden, who was one of the early mine operators of
Tamaqua, having come to this country from England. A daughter,
Edna, who died in November, 1887, was the only child to bless this
union.
Spotts, John O., division manager of the United Telephone and
Telegraph Company, was born in Northumberland county, Pa., March
18, 1861, a son of Henr-\- and Mary (Bingaman) Spotts, also natives
They spent their lives mostly in the
of Northumberland county.
hotel business. In 1863 they moved to New Pittsburg, Wayne county,
Ohio, and remained there in hotel keeping until the spring of 1872,
when they returned to Snyder county, Pa., and remained there until
the early '80s, when they removed to Shamokin Dam.
The mother
died in 1876, at McKee's Half-Falls in Snyder county, and the father
remarried in 1878. In 1886 he removed to Georgetow'n, where he is
now living, retired from business. There were five children born to
the father's first marriage, and four to the second.
Of the former
Fietta was the eldest.
She is the wife of Dr. Kerschner, a physician
in Georgetown
Clarence is an engineer in the same place Leon is
;

;

employed by the United Telephone and Telegraph Company Philip
is a railroad employe at Sunbury
and John O. of this sketch completes the family circle, except that one child not included in the number mentioned, died in infancy. John O. Spotts was educated in the
public schools of Ohio and Pennsylvania and began his independent
career as a driver of mules on the Pennsylvania canal, his route from
end to end embracing more than 1,000 miles. He followed this business for fifteen years, the last ten of which he was owner and principal operator of a boat.
He was employed one year in the rolling;

;

mill at Milton,

when he entered

the service of the General Electric
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Lipht and Power Company of that place, aiul in I)cccml)cr. 19CXJ. he
engaged in the constniclion of the Schuylkill Telephone Company's
hncs, operating principally in this county.
On Feb. i. 1901, he was
promoted to "wire chief." and his headquarters established at Pottsville.
In May. Kyxj, he was promoted to the position of division manager, and placed in charge of all the company's lines south
of Hroad
moimtam. This division embraces 1,500 telephones, and thirty-nine
employes under his jurisdiction. To "him is entrusted all new construction work, repairs, the employing and discharging
of operatives,
etc.
Mr. S|x)tts was married at Port Trcvorton. Snvder county. I'a.,
on Sept. II. 1881. to Miss Mary, daughter of John M. and Mary
Arnold, Her father was killed in the Civil war. The parental family
includes six children living and one deceased.
Her brother, Eflwin
S.

IS

third

assistant

postmaster general;

m

John

S.

is

a

practicing

Washington, D. C. Grant S. was employed in the pension
department until he died, in September, 1905: Ida P.ell. wife of Pierce
Bingaman. resides at Port Trevorton Carrie married Sherman Leonhart, a railway |)o.stal clerk, and lives at Marrisburg;
I.sora is unmarried, and lives with her mother at Port Trevorton.
Seven children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Spofts. the eldest of
whom,
Lottie L., is chief operator at the Pottsville exchange;
Ldwin A is
the wire chief at Pottsville Mildred. Anna. Sheridan and
Lillian are
in school; and Allen is everybody's "babv."
Mr. and Mrs. Spotts
and their eldest daughter are members of the Evangelical
church.
Mr. Spotts is a Republican in political views and a member
of the
Central Republican club. He is also an interested and
useful member
of the Schuylkill county historical society.
Springer, Daniel E., an enterprising plumber of
Tamariua was
born in that city on May 29. 1870, a son of William
and Marv
(Rcichclderfcr)
Sprmger.
The
paternal
grandfather,
Joseph
Springer, born on March 5. 1800. owned and operated one
of the first
sawmills in Schuylkill county.
It was located on the Little Schuylkill river six miles south of tamaqua.
and proved a source of wealth
phy.sician

:

;

;

when a flood destroyed practicallv all of the plant. What
remains of the wrecked machinerv mav be seen at what is
known as
"Springer's curve" on the Philadelphia & Reading railroad.
He died
in 1884.
Both he and his wife (nee Martha Tennings) were devout
Methodists and when they died the whole communitv felt
keenly
the loss of two kindly, upright Christian
characters.
William
Springer, the father, was one of the earliest engineers
on the Philadelphia & Reading road, having been the man at the
throttle of the
old "Witcha" when that locomotive pulled the trains
over wooden
rails.
He died when he was sixty-three and his widow passed away
when she was a year older. Of the fourteen children born to them
nine are still living, and eight of them are
married.
Daniel E.
Springer received his educational advantages in the
Tamaqua schools
and when his father died he left school to do his part in helping
to
support the family.
He served an apprenticeship in the plumbing
trade and twelve years later started in business
for himself.
That
until 1850.
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he has been successful is easily evidenced by the fact that he has
recently been enabled to build a fine, modern residence, yet when he
was married in 1892 he had but forty dollars, five of wbicli went to
the minister. With real estate and jjersonal property he is worth about
$12,000. Ilis wife was formerly Miss Elizabeth Storch, of Tamaqua,
and by her marriage to Mr. Springer she is the mother of four children George Lester, Raymond, Helen and an unnamed baby. Both
parents are members of the St. John's Reformed church and Mr.
Springer is identified with the Improved Order of Red Men, of which
he is a past officer, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, being a trustee of

—

that organization at the present time, the American Hose Company,
the Tamaqua club, and the Rod and Gun club. He is known throughout the city as a skilled workman, and a man of unsullied character.
Springer, Joseph B., a locomotive engineer on the Reading diviReading railroad, was born on a farm
sion of the i'hiladclphia

&

Tamaqua on May

Something of his family history
1856.
be learned from the sketch of his brother, Daniel M. Springer,
elsewhere in this volume. After completing the courses offered in
the schools of Tamaqua and Port Clinton, Joseph B. Springer
entered the employ of the Philadelphia & Reading railroad as a
brakeman on his seventeenth birthday. After four months of that
work he obtained a position as fireman on his father's locomotive
and held it until Jan. 15, 1878. On that date he was given an
engine of his own and he has since been employed in the capacity
of locomotive engineer. His present run from Tamaqua to Philadelphia and return he has held for eighteen successive years.
He
has never had an accident of any consequence, due to careful
operation. On June 21, 1876, Mr. Springer was united in marriage
to Miss Jennie Sigenfuse, a native of Tamaqua and a daughter
of John and Rebecca Sigenfuse. The father was killed at Delano
more than thirty years ago and the mother died in 1888. They
were both members of the Lutheran church. To Mr. and Mrs.
Springer have been born six children- Joseph D., a plumber;
Minnie, Irene, Clarence, Edith and Mabel. The family are attendants of the Methodist Episcopal church, and Mr. Springer
is a prominent member of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers.
He is considered a man of keen business sagacity, high
principles and altogether a most valuable member of the community.
Stabler, Isadora, a retired farmer of wealth and influence, residing at Fountain Springs, was born in County Solothurn, Switzerland, July 27, 1842, and is one of two children born to Jacob and
Catherine (Haner) Stabler, the other being Francis X.
The
mother died in 1844 and the father married again and in 1855
brought his wife and family to the L^nited States, locating in
Pottsville.
Then he found employment about the collieries and
breakers for several years before he removed to Ashland, and
subsequently he made his home in Union township, where he
passed the remainder of his days. His remains are buried in the
near

2,
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lii» sccoiul wife he was tijc
I'lV
Catholic t-cmcttry ;ii A-lil.iiiii.
father of throo children, Lcmi. Mary, now Mrs. Jacoh Dietz, and
The sul)ject of tliis inenioir, [sadorc Stal)lcr. had little
(.'hrislian.
opiHirliinitv to aci|uirc an eihication. Shortly after the arrival of his
father's laniilv in I'ottsville he was "hired out" to Mrs. I'o.x and dnrinj; the two years he was there attended schiMil when the weather
or some other cau.sc did not permit him to labor. The following
year he was employed hy Kdward < )"Connor. a former commi.ssioner of this county, and at the end of that time returned to his
h'or two seasons
father's home, which at the time was in .\shland.
.Mr. Stabler fouml a means of livelihood in picking; slate and then
became an assistant in the enijine house at the llancrcft mine. He
remained in that capacity some twi> years and the season immediately fidlowiuR was enj;aKed in locating coal. Then he went
to the Lost Creek No. 2 colliery and for five years was engaRed in
the various department.s of the work there, leaving to go to I'lrush
\'alley, Columbia county, to conduct a small truck farm which he
bile living
renleil from the Lehigh \alley Railroad Company.
there be also attended to the boilers of the Robinson Coal Com|iany
and when the mines became idle be became possession agent for
three years of most of the coal lands of the Lehigh Coal Comjjany
In 1874 be purchased a tract of S7 acres of timber land
at .\ristes.
near Fountain Springs. This he cleared and improved and made
his home upon it until kjoi, in which year he retired from active
In
life and turned over the management of the farm to his sons.
Xfyoi he erected tlxe pleasant, modern dwelling at I'ountain Springs
which is now bis home and where be has since resided. On Oct.
15. 1866. was celebrated .Mr. .^tabler's marriage to Miss Rcgina
Dietz. a daughter of David and Regina Dietz. both natives of
Wiirtemberg. Cicrmany. To Mr. and Mrs. Stabler have Ix-en born
seven children
Frank. Kate, now Mrs. Nicholas Ringnary,
Teresa, Mathias. Peter. John and George.
The family are all
communicants of the Roman Catholic church. Mr. Stabler is a
public-s|)iritcd citizen and one who is intensely interestefl in the
Me has been a member
educational advantages of bis township.
of the school boarfl of bis townshi[) for a number of years, during
which time two new school houses have been built, all the others
have been materially repairefl and renovated and the debt has been
reduced from $28,000 to $11,000. He is also activelv interested in
politics, being a stanch exponent of the principles of the Democratic party.
.As the successful candidate of that party be has
served a term as township treasurer. In 1900 Mr. Stabler visited
the Paris exposition, also bis birthplace in Switzerland, the Alps, and
returned home via (iermany. arriving home on Sept. 15 of that year
after an absence of eleven weeks.
Starr, Frank D., junior member of the hardware firm of Beddall
& Starr of Scluiylkill Haven, was born in Llewellyn on Feb. 24. 1874,
a son of John and Susan (Firling) Starr. His educational advantages
were those afforded by the common schools and at the age of fourteen years he became a clerk in a grocery store.
From this work he

W
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Jersey, wliere he became employed at Camden on
railroad.
On returninfj to Schuylkill county he
found work as a breaker b(jy and remained in the mines for a jjeriod
of two years. At the end of that time he entered the employ of A.
H. Swalm of Shenandoah, and there learned the hardware business.
Of the fourteen years he was in Mr. Swalm's employ six were silent

•drifted

into

the Atlantic

New

City

man and eight as salesman. In 1905 he came to SchuylHaven, where he formed a partnershi]) with G. W. Beddall in the
hardware industry and since that time has most successfully been
The store is finely stocked and equipped
conducting the business.
and is one of the most modern in the county. In religious matters
as delivery

kill

is identified with the Reformed church, being at the present time
While a
a communicant of the Trinity church in Schuylkill Haven.
resident of Shenandoah he was for eight years a deacon of the church
there and for six years of the time was its Sunday school superintendent.
He was also for four years the treasurer of the county
Sabbath School association.
In August, 1895, was solemnized Mr.
Starr's marriage to Miss Helen K. Portz, a daughter of John Portz
This union has been blessed with three children
of Shenandoah.
John F., Leroy A. and Margaret S., all living. Although the Starr
family have lived in Schuylkill Haven but a comparatively short time
they are a valued addition to the social and religious life of the community, and the father has won for himself a high place in the commercial circles of the city.
Stein, Newrton H., M. D., a prominent physician of Middleport,
was born in Walker township, this county, June 8, 1877, and is a
son of Nathan and Messina J. (Ringer) Stein, natives of Schuylkill county.
The paternal grandparents, Daniel and Lucinda
(Greenwalt) Stein, removed to Walker township from Berks county,
(Baer) Ringer,
and the maternal grandparents, Stephen and
came to Schuylkill county from Northampton. Nathan Stein was
born in West Pennsylvania township, but spent the better part of
his life in Walker township.
He was a musician of note and was
engaged in teaching music for more than thirty years.
During
that time he was also carrying on a piano business in Tamaqua.
He died in Tamaqua on Aug. 7, 1905, at the age of fifty-three, leaving a family of four children, of whom the doctor is the eldest.
The others are Anna M., Laura J., now the wife of Howard F.
Reed, and Minnie. The subject of this sketch received his preliminary education in the grade and high schools of his native county
and in 1898 was graduated at the Keystone state normal school of
Kutztown. For the following two years he was engaged in pedagogic work, and at the end of that period received a state certificate.
In the fall of 1900 he matriculated at the Medico-Chirurgical college of Philadelphia and in June, 1904, was graduated with
the degree of Doctor of Medicine.
In September of that year he
located in Middleport, where he has since become recognized as a
physician of intelligence and skill and has built up a practice far
i)eyond his expectations.
In politics the doctor is a Republican, but

he
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has neither held nor aspircil to offices of public tru>t. Proiissinnally
he is nssociatcd as a member with tlie Scliuylkill county medical association and is medical examiner for tiie .\letropolitan and PrudenHis relij^ious convictions arc with
tial Lite Insurance Companies.
the Gcnnan Reformed society, at the church of which faith he worships.

Stevens. James E., senior member of the firm of Stevens & Hro.,
wholesale and retail dealers in ice at Port Carbon, is a son of Asher
aiul Klizabeth (Mortitner) Stevens, and was born in the borough
where he now resides in 1857. lie is one of a family of seven, the
other members being Mrs. limanucl Templin, ICliza. Hannah, Oliver,
His first labor after leaving the
D. D. .Ambrose and William \V.
public schools was as a carpenter and subsequently for a number of
For the past few years he
years he was engaged as a contractor.
and his brother. Oliver, have been successfully engaged in their present business.
Mr. Stevens niarricd Miss Henrietta Conrad, of Pottsville. by whom he has had five sons, one of whom, Albert J., is deceased.
The others are Edward F.. Walter C, Clarence. Mortimer
and Wesley. The family are all members of and workers in the
Methodist Episcopal church of Port Carlxin. and the father is identified with the local lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
and the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America. Oliver D. Stevens,
junior member of the firm of Stevens & Rro.. was also born in Port
Carbon, the year of his nativity having been 1861. He had about the
same educational advantages as his brother James, and has been in
His wife
the same business with him practically all his active life.
was formerly Miss Mary Hay, of Port Carbon. They have no children. Like his brother, Oliver is a Republican in politics and he and
his wife are attendants of the Methodist Episcopal church.
Oliver
The
is a member of Pottsvillc .Aerie, Fraternal Order of Eagles.
firm of Stevens & P«ro. has an increasing patronage each year and is
growing in popularity. Besides their ice business they do a general
;

drayage business.
Stewart, Allen Neifert, proprietor of a leading general store at
Quakake. was born at Stewart's Station. Pa., Nov. 30, 1866, and is
a son of David J. and Rosina (Xeifert) Stewart, the other children
being Adam, Francis. Frank. Emanuel, .Adeline. Samuel, Edmond
and Paul. Emanuel and Sannicl arc deceased, and .Adeline is the
wife of Isaiah Kreischer, of .Aristes, Columbia county, Pa.
The
Stewarts are of Scotch descent, and the Xeifert Tor Neufcrdt) ancestry is German.
Family traditions and records state that Hans
Jacob Neuferdt. the great-great-great-grandfather of the subject of
this sketch, came to .America from Wiirtcmberg on the ship Nancy,
Captain Ewing commanding, and on Sept. 27, 1752, when in his
seventeenth year, he took the oath of allegiance, required of all male
members of the family, to King George the Third and the commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Hans Jacob Neuferdt had a son, Johann
Jacob, bom in I7'i5. who came to Rush township in 1797. Johann
Jacob married Magdalena Ereiner, born in 1760, and they had a son
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Jacob, who in turn became the father of three sons,
George and John. Peter was the father of Mrs. David J.
Stewart, the mother of Allen Neifert Stewart, the subject of tiiis
memoir. The latter began his attendance upon the Rush township
common schools when he was but seven years of age, having to go a
distance of two and a half miles to what was known as the Liebig
This was the only institution of learning he attended
school, No. 4.
Then he was out of school
until he reached his seventeenth year.
for about five years, and after taking another term of work when he
was twenty-one years old he took an examination under County
Superintendent George W. Weiss and received a teacher's certificate.
Until 1889 he was engaged in pedagogic work, completing
meantime in vacations a course in a Reading business college. On
April 19, 1890, he opened a general store in Quakake and has continued in the management of it ever since. The first stock of goods
was valued at $1,000; to-day insurance is carried on $20,000 worth
of stock. On July 5, 1890, Mr. Stewart received an appointment as
postmaster of Quakake and served in that capacity until March 31,
His marriage occurred on June 2, 1892, to Miss Luella M.
1906.
Whetstone, and to this union have been born three children -Harold
Van Allen, Warren Whetstone and Carl Winfield, the latter of whom

named John
Peter,

—

deceased.
Mrs. Stewart attended the public schools in Walker
township, near Tamaqua, until the age of fifteen, when she attended
the Millersville state normal school for one term, after which she
Mrs.
entered the pedagogic profession and taught for three years.
Stewart's parents are Absalom K. and Rebecca (Andrews) Whetstone, and her paternal grandparents were John and Barbara (Moser) Whetstone. Absalom K. Whetstone served in the Civil war as a
corporal in Company E, 129th Pennsylvania volunteer infantry. His
grandfather, Isaac Whetstone, was a soldier in the War of the Revolution.
The original Whetstone farmily came from Wiirtemberg,
Germany, and wrote their name "Whetstein." Her maternal grandparents were Peter and Phoebe (Houser) Andrews.
The brothers
and sisters of Mrs. Stewart were seven in number Claude Elias,
Elmer Ellsworth, Alice Rebecca. Milton Absalom, Edwin, Darwin
Benjamin and Eva Ellen of whom Claude, Elmer and Edwin are
deceased.
Milton A. Whetstone was born near Tamaqua in May,
1873, graduated in the Kutztown normal school, taught in the public
schools of Lansford for two years, and when the Citizens' National
bank opened on Jan. i, 1904, he entered upon his duties as cashier.
On Aug. II, 1906, in company with Daniel McGeehan, assistant
cashier of the bank, he was engaged in distributing circulars through
the country announcing an increase in the rate of interest paid by the
bank, and while crossing the tracks of the Tamaqua & Lansford
electric railway on the Tamaqua side of hill No. 11, the carriage in
which they were riding was struck by a car. Mr. Whetstone was
thrown under the car, where he was struck on the head bv the box
containing the air pump, and death ensued almost instantly. He was
one of the most prominent and capable business men of Lansford.
is

—

—

.
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Mr. Stcwarl ami his family arc all devout iiiciuIkt- cif tlic l.iitluTan
to which faith his ancestors for several Rcnerations have

clnin-li.

l»eli<H)Tc<l.

He

ranks hi^h

in

fraternal circles, heinp a past c.ftuer in

I.odne. No. 238, I'ree an<l .\ccepteil Masi>n-i.
Chapter. NO. i"". Rnval .\rch Ma>-<)ns. and is a niemlur I'f
He has also hel<l
(.tinnnandery. No. ,^i. Knights Teniplars.
Camp No. 578, Patriotic (jrdcr of the Sons of Anierica. and
No. 21". Jnnior Order of United .\merican Mechanics. In
I'aniai|ua

Mi/pah
Ivanhoe
otVice in

Coimcil
political

a stanch adherent of time-honored Democracy, and has
honored with public office at the hands of his fellow citizens.
l-\)r many years he was townshiji auditor and at the
present time is serving his sixth year as the incmulunt of llie ofhcc
His husiness interests include a financial interest
of township clerk.
in the Tamanend loan and huildinp association, of which he is the
matters he

is

l>een several times

treasurer.

owns

He

is

also heavily

his store huildinp

interested

and home, which

in
is

realty

in

Quakakc and

one of the prettiest

in the

count\
Stine, Eklwin S., chief burgess of the
l>orn in the borough of which he is

was

boronph of

now

Pottsville. I'a..
the executive heatl. on

8. i87<>. He is one of two surviving chiMren of John I', and
Elizabeth (Stichten) Stine. and his sister. Carrie, is living with her
Another sister. I'essie. and a brother. Cicorge. died in inparents.
fancy.
The father is paying teller of the Miners" National bank of
P<ittsville. a jx^sition which he has held for more than thirty-four
years. The subject of this sketch received his education in the schools
of his native townshi]!. and for the first three years following the
completion of his studies he was engaged in the restaurant business
For a period of two years thereafter he was cmat Tumbling Run.
ployed in the sub-treasury of the United States at Philadelphia. When
he left that position it was to accept a responsible clerkship in the
office of the county commissioners of Schuylkill county, at Pottsville.
This latter he retained until his elevation to the office of chief
burgess of the borough of Pottsville. in Februar}-. iiyyS. There were
five other candidates in the field when he was chosen and bis election
over them all by a good majority is ample evidence of his popularity
and the high esteem in which he is held by his fellow citizens. During the war with Spain Mr. Stine enlisted as a private in Company
of the 8th Pennsylvania infantry, on Apr. 28. i8<^. and on March
7. \8r)r). he received an honorable discharge at .\ugusta. Ga.. as a
The regiment saw camp ser\ice in various soutlicrn states
corporal.
and upon the reorganization, after the mustering out, Mr. Stine was
made color sergeant on the regimental staff. He is a member of the
Spanish-,-\merican War X'eterans' association, the Turtle club, a
social organization of high standing in Pottsville. and the West End
Fraternally he is identified with Lodge No. 207. P)efire company.
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks: Lodge Xo. 134. Fraternal
Order of Eagles, and Seneea Tribe. No. 41. Improved Order of Red

Nov.

H
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Stocker, Remegius, a well known mcrcliant ami n\,\ rcsidonl of
Shenandoah, was born in Nortlianipton county, i'a., Jan. 3r, 1830.
His father, John StocUer, was born in Switzerland, but came in his
boyhood to America, located in Northampton county, where he married Miss Elizabeth Kutz, a native of the county, and passed the

remainder of his Hfe as a farmer in that a'nd Union counties. The
mother died in 1851 and the father in 1869. Of their children three
reached the vears of maturity. Remegius is the eldest; Mathias was
a farmer and' died in i(j02; and the sister is now Mrs. Sarah E. SchaRemegius Stocker
del, living in Watsontown, Northampton county.
was educated in the schools of Nortliam]jton and L'nion counties,
and lived upon the farm until he was twenty-one years of age. He
then engaged in mercantile pursuits, with which he has ever since
been connected. In 1866 he located in Shenandoah, before the first
line of railroad was completed to the town, which then had a po])ulaFor a time he was in the lumber business
tion of less than 3,000.
and then formed a partnership with Jonathan Wasley as dealers in
During the days of the "Mollie Maguires,"
general merchandise.
by doing a large credit business, the firm was driven to the wall and
Mr. Stocker
the business was closed out at a loss of some $25,000.
again started in on a small scale, with a stock of groceries and provisions, and this stock has been gradually increased as his trade de-

manded

it,

until to-day

he has a well appointed store.

From

the time

came to Shenandoah he has always been identified with every
movement for the advancement of the town, and is generally regarded
He served
as one of the public-spirited and representative citizens.
for six years on the school board; was secretary of that body for
three years was instrumental in establishing the gas company and
he

first

;

other public

utilities

;

served for

many

years as a director of the gas

and electric companies, and his advice or opinion is frequently sought
by his fellow townsmen, because of his general knowledge of afifairs
and his well recognized, sound business judgment. Although a Democrat in his party affiliations, he is independent in his local politics,
believing that the best way to secure good local government is to
elect honest and capable men to office without regard to their partyr
associations.
In 1871 Mr. Stocker married Miss Mary Van Buskirk, a native of Ijnion county and a daughter of John Van Buskirk,
an early settler in that part of the state. They have no children and
both are members of the United Evangelical church, representing the
faith of their ancestors.
Stone, John W., the popular proprietor of the Westminster hotel
at Frackville, Pa., was born in Gloucestershire, England, Nov. 26,
1863, a son of Samuel and Susannah (Stone) Stone. He was reared
in his native country, where he received his earlv education, and
where he remained until his eighteenth year, when, in 1881, he immigrated to the United States, first locating in Mahanov Citv, Pa.,
where he was engaged in the butcher business, which trade he had
learned in his native country.
After several years' stay- in ]\Iahanov
City, he removed to Gilberton, embarking in the same business, in
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1894. whin he tliiTc entered the hotel busihe jnirchased his present location in FrackHis hostelry is known as the
ville and removed to the last named city.
Westminster hotel, and is tiic leading hotel of the city. Mr. Stone

which he
ness.

f)iiinuic(l until

In Decenibcr.

i'/)^,

has successfully conducted this business since he |uiriliased it, and
He is one of the represenis also an extensive dealer in real estate.
tative and progressive business men of the city, taking a deep interest
He was one of the organizers of the First
in all public matters.
National bank of Frackvillc, in which he is a stockholder and director.
He is an active worker in the ranks of the Republican parly and
during his residence in Gilbcrton served in the city council and as a
memlier of the school board and l)oard of health. In March. 1885,
was .solenuiized the marriage of Mr. Stone to Fmma J. Weeks, a
daughter of Benjamin and Emma J. Weeks, of Gilberton, and to
this union have been liorn seven children: Susie, now the wife of
George Boner, and Gilbert S.. Bcrdie, Marie, John, Benjamin, and
Lee. Jr. The family are members of the Episcopal church.
Stoyer, Rev. William D., jiastor of the First Reformed church
of Schuylkill Haven, is a native of Delaware township, Mercer
county. Pa., where he was born Dec. i, 1869. He is a son of Henry
The first school he attended was a
S. and Armina (Adams) Stoyer.
select one, under Prof. J. B. Scott, at Transfer, Mercer county, and
then he was a student at an institution of the same nature at Fredonia. under Prof. L. R. Ecklcs.
When he had completed his preparatory work he entered the State Normal School at lulinboro, in
From this instiErie county, and graduated with the class of iSr)o.
tution he returned to Frcdonia and took up a scientific course in the
Fredonia institute. Then he entered Thiel college, at Greenville, and
in 1895 was graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts.
His
theological training was acquired in the Reformed theological seminary at Lancaster, where he graduated in 1808.
Mr. Stoyer's first
charge was at Tremont, which pastorate included the congregations
of Llewellyn and Donaldson and the congregation at Newtown, which
In iQoi he accepted a call to become pastor of
he had organized.
This charge included the Old Red
the Auburn Reformed charge.
church congregation, and those at New Ringgold and Port Clinton,
and subsequently the one which he organizer! at Landingville. His
present pastorate dates from .April. 1005. when he relinquished his
Auburn charge to accept it. The church heretofore known as the
Jerusalem church was owned jointly by the Lutheran and Reformed
congregations, but under Mr. Stoyer's management sufficient funds
were soon raised to purchase the Lutheran interest and the edifice
was renamed as the First Reformed church. Working in connection
with the congregation he has remodeled the building and the parsonage, and has installed new heating and lighting systems as well
The parsonage is widely known as the
as new furnishings in both.
East homestead, and is one of the most beautiful places in the Little
Schuylkill valley. As a pastor Mr. .Stoyer is immensely popular with
all who know him, and his sermons are plain, straightforward talks
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in June, 1902, was celebrated the
that have the ring of sincerity,
marriage of Mr. Stoyer to Miss Bessie E. Stuck, a daughter of Hon.
Benjamin F. and Mary J. (Charlesworth) Stucl<, of Tremont. Two
sons have blessed this union William Henry Franklin and J'.enjamin
In his political affairs Mr. Stoyer is aligned with
Irvin Frederick.
no party or faction, but votes for the best interests of the community.
Fraternally he is asscjciated with the Independent Order of Odd I'ellows, the Masonic fraternity, the Royal yXrcanum and the Protected
Home Circle. He is stated clerk of the Schuylkill county classes of

—

Reformed church, and

general overseer of all publications isRev. Mr. Stoyer's strongest and most able efforts in the ministry have been the organization
6f new congregations and the freeing of old ones from debt. He is
distinctively a self-made man, and one whose life is well worthy of
emulation.
Strauch, Lambert A., owner and proprietor of the grain and
feed mill at Cressona, was born in that borough in 1881, a son of
His paternal grandAugustus R. and Sallie (Grimm) Strauch.
parents were Isaac and Lavinia (Heiser) Strauch, the former of
whom was born in what is now the township of North Manheim,
this county, on Feb. 4, 1806.
He was a boatman on the Philadelphia
and Schuylkill canal in his early life, but later engaged in mercantile
business and still later removed to Cressona, where he built and
operated a flour mill. He died on July 4, 1885. It was at Cressona
that Augustus R. Strauch, the father of the subject of this sketch,
was born, on Aug. 8, 1857. When Isaac Strauch died his son, Augustus, took charge of the mill and continued to operate it until his
By his marriage to Sallie Grimm, Augustus became the
death.
father of two sons, Robert D. and Lambert A.
He was a prominent
man in the borough and held many offices of public trust, among
them the position of chief burgess for one term, councilman for three
years, auditor and member of the school board. Lambert A. Strauch
attended the public schools and after availing himself fully of the
educational advantages there afforded he found employment in his
father's mill.
During all his active life he has had no other employment, having operated the concern under his own name since his
father's death. He is unmarried and makes his home with his mother.
In religious affairs both mother and son are associated with the Reformed church of Cressona. Mr. Strauch is recognized as a young
man of fine business capacity and his friends predict for him a most
successful future.
Straughn, Charles T., of Shenandoah, is one of the able and
popular representatives of the newspaper fraternity in Schuylkill
county, and is editor and one of the proprietors of the Shenandoah
Evening Herald, besides being incumbent of the office of covmtv controller. Mr. Straughn is a native of Cambridge, Dorchester county,
Maryland, where he was born Feb. 24, i860, and is a son of Levin
and Annie Straughn, both of whom are now deceased. The father
was editor of the leading newspaper of his native state and continued
31— Vol. II
the

sued by the denomination

is

in the county.
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The

Mibjcct of this
of his naajiprenlicrship
al
the prinujH.n
an
intcrcd
vouih
as
a
tive place ami
He in due time familiarized himself with the practical
ter's trade.
mimilix of the "art prrNcrvalive nl all art>. " ami lK)ldly pressed his
wav forward into the rcjKirtorial and editorial ranks of ncwspajH-rThat hr lin> Muccejlnl in hi>- chosen -pherc of niiiravor is
ilom.
amply «lenK>n.str.uc<l in the sii|)eriority of the paper of which he is

a rr«i«knl of Marylaml

review \va^

a»T«>r«lc<l

iiiHil

llie

the close of \»*

.nlvanlaK" »f

ll»e

life.

j)iililii-

»ihci<>l*

which cover> its assiRned tieiil witli ilistinctan efficient exponent of the principle and
Of this party Mr. StrauRhn is a
I»>licics of the Republican |>arty.
He
valiant ami loyal memlnr and he has Ix-en active in its work.
ha> served as a memlx-r of the borough council of Shcnan<loah and
alv as it.s treasurer, and is now entering uihih lijs secoml term as
county controller, in which office he has made an enviable record.
He is public-spirited aiul projjressive and has done nnicli to further
Ills
the interests of the county in which he maintains his home.
reliRious faith is that of the Methodist Iipisco]>al church, of which
IxMh he and his wife are mcmlicrs. and he is affiliated with the Patriotic
Oder of the Sons of .\mcrica. the Junior Order of I'nited .\merican
)rder of FiaRles.
In July, 1SS5. Mr.
Mech.^nics. ami the Fraternal
Strauf^hn was united in marriage to Miss Mary .\. Davies. d.iughter
of Thomas H. and Margaret (Jones) Davies. of Shenandoah, and
L. Rmory,
the children of this union are six in numlH-r, namely:
Thomas H., William S., M. .\nna. .\rchibald and .Margaret J.
Strause. Frank, son of Samuel and Susan (.Miller) Strause. was
boni in Schubert. Berks county. Sept. 28. 1856,
His father was a
car|xnter in his early life, and in later years a hotel-keeijer. He c'>nducted a hotel in Berks county for twenty-two years, and also one at

m>w

editor in chief ami

ive success, besiiles lieinf;

(

Station for lour years.
He s|H'nt the closing years of his
with his son Frank, the subject of this sketch.
He died in Kp4,
aged eighty-four years and eighteen days. Frank Strause is one of
His brothers and sisters arc:
Mary,
a large family of children.
married to Simeon Weber, of Berks county; Monroe; .-\dam .Ann,
married to .Andrew Cottaman. of Myerstown, Lebanon county Madecea.sed
tilda
Kate ( deceased
Caroline
deceased
was the
wife of V. S. Kremer. of Summit Station. Schuylkill county; Susan,
married to Charles Rocdcr, of Summit Station Cliarlcs Jane, married to tieorge Krommes.
Frank Strause attended the public schools
of his birthplace until he was sixteen years of age. after which he
remained at home with his father, assisting in the hotel business until
he was twenty-two years old. .\t that time he Ijcgan to work independently, for two years cutting wood and afterward being employed
in the construction department of the Philadelphia &- Reading railway for about three years. He then took a contract for cutting wood
and worked in that business until he returned to hotel-keeping, in
which he remained for sixteen years. His last business enterprise
is in timber, with which he combines a general mercantile establishment, being at the present time thus engaged. C)n July 20, 1878, .Mr.
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Mr. Strausc's son, Charles, nianaj^es the mercantile hiisincss
eluireli.
for him, and also attends to the clerical work in connection with the
extensive timher hiisiiiess in which Mr. .Siranse is cn(,'af^cd.
Strimaitis, Anicetas B., son of (li-iiri;e and Aj^olla fl .anrinaitisj
Strimaitis, was horn in l.ithuania, a jiart of Russia near the Ijonndary
of (iermany, on
)ct. 17, i<^7.S.
Me attended the schools of his country until he was eleven years of aijc, when he worked on the farm
for his mother, his father having died wiieii he was three years old.
/\t the asjc of fifteen iMr. Strimaitis decided to come to .America, and
lie located first ;it Worcester, Mass., wdierc he remained for a year
and a, half, h;i\'ini;' found employment with a hutcher. lie then went
to Scranton, I'a.. locating- a little later at what is now .A von, where
he worked in the mines ahout two years.
lie then came to Mahanoy
City, where he was again employed in llu' mines, remaining tlierc
ahout seven years, when he decided to change his occupation, and
became a partner in a meat market in the same place. After two
years he went to Mount Carmel. where he worked for Weissingcr
Bros., in the same business, for a short time, coming from there to
Shenandoah, Schuylkill county. Here he was at first employed in a
grocery store and later became connected with the Lithuanian paper
published in Shenandoah, known as the Darbuininku Mltis, where he
was in cliarge of the outside printing. On Feb. 17, 1905, he was
appointed head-keeper of the infirmary of the Schuylkill county almshouse, wdiich position he is at present occupying.
Mr. Strimaitis
took out his first naturalization papers at Scranton. in 1895, casting
his first vote for President McKinkw in 1896.
He was married to
Marguerite, daughter of William and Mary ( Strielkiute) Lutkevicz,
of Mahanoy City, on Oct. 30. kjoo. One child born to them died at
the age of eleven months and thirteen days. Mr. Strimaitis is a member of Szyono Kriksztytoio. of Mahanoy City, also of the S. L. A.
of America, and the T. M. Dr. of America.
He is a member of the
Independent club of Mahanoy City, which he organized, and of the
young men's club of the same place. Mr. Strimaitis is an ambitious
and energetic young man, and during his residence in iMahanov City
attended a night school that he might become more conversant with
the language and the ways of the Americans.
He is also a talented
Ill

piihlic ollice.

I

The family arc

(

musician, being a fine violinist and a composer of vocal and instrumental music. ITe has a number of compositions which he expects
to publish soon.
Dec. 24, kioi, while working in the mines at Elmwood colliery, Maliano}- City, he was seriously injured bv falling
coal, and was in consequence in the hospital for eighteen months. In
politics Mr. Strimaitis is a Republican, and his family attends the
Lithuanian church of Mahanov Citv.
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and

|M)liti-

The |>arental home of Professor Strohyears.
cal cir.K
n>eier was transferred to Philadelphia in i8«)5. and after a hricf sojinirn in the Onaker city, it was determined that the mountainous
rejrion of his native county would prove more congenial in the res^

tor

many

.Xccorjlinijly
toration of his health, which was then rather delicate.
he took up his residence with his aunt. Mrs. Daniel Christian, in
whose family he has resided since i8«;8. He was pradtiated from
Uic Pottsvillc high school in the class of 1902. and immediately hefjan the classical course at Pennsylvania college, Gcttyshurp. in which
he was ijrailuated with honor in the class of 1906. Immediately after
graduation. Mr. Strohmcicr was elected to the chair of (Ircek and
in the jircparatory scho<il of his alma mater, hut
honor when elected to his present position in the
Mr. Strohmcicr has always taken hiph rank l)oth
Pottsvillc schools.
as a student and instructor, and has carried away some ilistiuRuished
honors from the oratorical field. He won the intcrcollofjiatc oratorical prize of the Pennsylvania Oratorical Inion on March 0. 1006.
The collcpes comprisinp the union were I^I'ayettc. Lchiph. Muhlcnbcrir. I'ranklin and Marshall. I'rsinus. Swarthmnrc and PennsylvaIVsidcs the distinpuished honor conveyed
nia collcKe at ('icttysburj;.

Knplish history

declined

that

achievement, the cash prize was a handsome sum of money
unwelcome to the averapc coIIcrc student. Professor Strohmcicr is a zealous worker in church and Sunday school, and his oratorical talents are fully appreciated in connection with this line of
work, wherein his leisure and holidays arc fully mono()olized in rleWhile in college he was editor-in-chief of
liverinp public addresses.
He
the "Sjiectnuii." a college annual published by the junior class.
h.is always taken an active interest in athletic sports and was a member of the Gettysburg basket-ball team during hi.s four years' stay
in the town.
He was a member of the college football team during
his senior year.
He is also an interested and useful "coach" and
organizer in connection with the football team of the Pottsvillc high
school.
Mr. Strohmcicr is a member of the English Lutheran church.
He is independent of party in political affairs and does not take an
aggressive interest in politics, except as a student of history.
His
father was a business man in San Francisco at the time of the recent
de\'astation by earthquake and fire, and was a serious sufferer from
in this

not at

all

the destniction of his propcrt\- and business interests.

Sturtevant. Benjamin Franklin, foreman of the Lehigh \'alley
Railroad Company s engine house at Delano, is a son of Caleb and
Mary CHodgson* Sturtevant and was born in Halifax, Mass.. on
Feb. 24, 1852.
He is one of two sons of his parents, the other of
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whom, Edward by name, has not Ijccn heard of for several years.
The subject of this sketch attended tlie public schools of Halifax
was fifteen years of age, and then, in July, 869, began his
bread-winning by accepting a |)osition as apprentice in the
locomotive works at Taunton, Mass. In the spring of 1873 he went
to Hannibal, Mo., and took a position as locomotive machinist and
fireman for the Hannibal & St. Joe Railroad Company. He remained
there until late in 1875 and then removed to Raleigh, N. C, where he
worked at the machinist's trade until his return to Hannibal and the
employ of the St. Joe railroad, in 1876. From Hannibal his wanderings took him to Keokuk, la., where for a year he was with the
Keokuk & St. Joe railroad company. For the next few months he
left his trade to prospect in the gold and silver regions about DenOn his return to the east in 1880 he found employment
ver, Colo.
as a machinist at Ashley, Pa., with the New Jersey Central railroad,
and remained in that capacity for a period of eight years. Then he
was transferred to Mauch Chunk and made engine-house foreman, a
position he retained for a period of about five years, or until 1893.
It was in that year that he entered the employ of the Lehigh Valley
railroad company in the same capacity, being placed in charge of the
Mauch Chunk engine house of the company. From Mauch Chunk
he came to Delano to assume the duties of a like position. On Sept.
28, 1880, Mr. Sturtevant was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth
Purdon, of Mahoning township, a daughter of Thomas and Mary
(Kidd) Purdon. Mr. Purdon is a native of England, the place of
his nativity being near Hull, and his wife was born in Delaware. Mrs.
Purdon was twice married, her first husband having been Griffiths
Evans, to whom she bore two children Anna, now Mrs. McCready,
of Easton, Pa., and John R. Mr. and jMrs. Sturtevant have two sons,
John Thomas and Benjamin Johnson, the former of whom is now
serving an apprenticeship in the shops of the Lehigh Valley railroad
company at Weatherly, Pa. i\Irs. Sturtevant is a member of the
Methodist Episcopal church, as are also the sons. Mr. Sturtevant is
a Congregationalist and is a man who carries his religious views into
the exercise of his right of franchise, being a strong upholder of the
principles of the Prohibition party.
Fraternalh' he is a member of
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and of- the encampment of
the same at Wilkes Barre.
Stutzman, Frederick E., a farmer of Hegins township, was born
at Fountain, Pa., Sept. 8, 1851, and is a descendant of one of the
oldest families of that part of Schuylkill county, his great-grandfather and his grandfather. Christian and Peter Stutzman, respectively, coming from Lebanon county and settling in Hegins township
in the fall of 1826.
Peter Stutzman married E^lizabeth^Bonartv, and
they had eight children, viz.
Christian, David, jMichael, Elizabeth,
Peter, Catherine, Israel and William A., the last named being the
father of Frederick E.
William A. Stutzman grew to manhood on
the home farm, receiving an education in the old subscription schools,
and in 1850 he built the Fountain hotel at Fountain, which house he
until he
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iiT twciitx tnc \t,irv
lie served
as jioor
ilirrclnr of
count). ircatiiriT. lax collcclnr and H»i|KTvis«)r, l)cin(; in
liw iU> one of ilic active I>ciniHTats of the connty.
lie was a member of (he Reformed church.
Mis tirst wife was' Catherine Zerhy. a
native of Schuylkill count), by whom he had six children, viz.: Henry,
who ihed in .Nebraska in 1M7-: I'rederick l'..; Isaac, deceasecl .Mary,"
deceased; John \V.. a farmer in I levins township; and .\ndrew. al-so
a fanner in the same Kx-ality as his brother. After the ileath of his
first wife he married Helen RiK-buck. of Northumberland
o>vmt\, and
ti> this union
were l>orn three chiblren
lelia married I'. M. .\rtz
an.l is now dead; Carrie is sinjile and lives at home; and Ijnma
L. is
Mr*. R. .A. Mressler. of HeRifis. William .\. Stiitzman died on
July
;

:

was educated in the common schools
with his |>arenls imtil he was twenty-seven vears of age.
In Sept.. 1874. he married Nfiss Mclinda. daujjhter of' Michael and
Mary (Kehras) Stutzman. of I'ountain. and for the next three years
he farmed for his father. He then l¥)UKht si.xty acres, where he' now
lives. f„rty acres l)cinp clearcil and under cultivation.
Since cominp
int.i jx.ssession of this place he has Iniilt
a new house and barn and
adijed other improvements, amoiifj them a fine orchard.
Mr. Stutzman is a Demixrat in his |x>litical convictions arul has served as township assessor and a mcml)cr of the sclnwl Iward.
He is a meml)er of
the Kniphts of Pythias and the Granjie. an.l holds
memb<^>rship in
the Reformed church, which also represcnte<i the faith
of his father.
Mr. and Mrs. Stutzman have the following children: Harry .\.
is
a physician at Tower City Calvin .\. marrie<l \inie Smith,
of Vailev
\iew. and has one daughter. Olivia; Marv is the wife
of Charles
Artz. a butcher at Nfinersville. and has two children.
Ravmond C
and Mertie Robert E.. a butcher at Minersvillc. married Lizzie
I^uderman and has one son. Frederick Jacob; P.clla is tiie wife of ( ).scar
Snyder, of Trcmont. and has one son. Herman and
\erda \ Willlam A.. Christi,in A.. Lizzie A. and Carrie H. are at home
with their
parents.
Harry .\. was educated in the normal school at West Oiestcr and attended medical colleRe at Philadelphia,
praduatinp in igos
since which tune he has Ikcu in practice at
Tower Citv. He married
t.-itherine
ilhams. of Fountain, and has three children
I
lovd
"
Alberta ami Fernie.
7. 1005.

and

Freilerick K. .*^tut/man

livcfl

;

;

;

W

•

'

Snitzman Samuel

farmer of Hcpins township, is a native
'" '^'^""«.^- I'avinp been born near Hepins on
April 10
o'-"^''"v
Pf«^"t^- J'^l'n and Polly
Holderman
Stutzman. were
l!^u
both b.jm m the county, the father in Hepins
and the mother in Hubley township.
John Stutzman learned the trade of wheelwright with
Jacob Wol.KanK. ot \ alley Xiew. and ran a shop
at that ,^ace for
many years. In 1871 he bouRht a farm of
sixtv-six and one-half
acres in Hepins township, and from that
time until his fleath he followed the vocation of fan^iinR. At the time
he purchased the farm
E., a

(

^

'"".''o«^"- "le buildings being out of
repair, etc.
He
1872 and continued to improve the place until
it
of the best farms in the locality. He
was a DemcKra

k'm! the u
rebuilt
house in

became one

)
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faiUi, and for some time held the office of supervisor.
died July 3, 1903, and his widow is still living on the farm. They
had two children Samuel E. and Maria A. The latter married WilSamuel E.
lis lioyer, and is now deceased, leaving one son, John.
Stutzman received a common-school education and has all his life
been engaged in agricultural pursuits. He now lives upon the farm
which his father bought in 1871, and there carries on a general fanning business, devoting considerable attention to the cultivation of
fruit.
He is a member of the Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, the Grange and the Reformed church, all located at Hegins.
He takes an active part in politics and has held the offices of school
director, clerk and auditor, always discharging his duties with ability

in his political

He

:

and fidelity. On May 15, 1886, he married Miss Sallie A., daughter
Her father was
of William and Susan Boyer, of Hegins township.
born in Schu)'lkill and her mother in Dauphin county. Mr. and Mrs.
Stutzman have four children: Carrie E., John W., Susie P. and

Reba

I.

—

Albert Haeseler, M. D. This popular and successful
young physician was born at Pottsville, Pa., Feb. 25, 1881. He is a
son of J. Harry and Emma (Haeseler) Super, the former a native
Super,

of Perry county. Pa., and the latter born at Orwigsburg, Schuylkill
The father located in Pottsville in 1872. and has spent the
county.
intervening years in that borough and at Minersville, in which places
he has been prominent in church and musical circles and in those
The pathings tending toward the betterment of the community.
rental family consisted of six children, the eldest of whom is the
subject of this article. The others are here named in order of birth:'
John H., Jr., a student at Dickinson college Catherine Mary, Dorotha Emma, Sarah Louise and Frederick Haeseler.
The subject of
this sketch completed the course in the Pottsville high school in 1898,
being graduated with the class of that year. In 1899 he took up his
professional studies at Hahnemann medical college, in Philadelphia,
and received his diploma as a graduated ph\-sician and surgeon in
He spent the succeeding year in hospital service at McKinley
1903.
memorial hospital, Trenton, N. J., and located in general practice at
Tamaqua in 1904. He is the president of the Schuylkill county
Homeopathic medical society, and an active member of the Pennsylvania state society of the same system of practice.
The family are
members of the United Evangelical church. Dr. Super was married in Sept., 1906, to Miss Edna M. Kline, a native of Canton, O.,
and a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Kline, of Tamaqua.
Super, Alvin D., son of Henry and Mary (Deiner) Super, was
born in Juniata township. Perry county. Pa., on Oct. 8. 1857. He attended the public schools until he was fifteen vears of age. after
which he came to Pottsville and learned the plastering trade, at which
he worked for three and one-half years. At the end of that time
he came to Wayne township and worked on a farm until 1894, when
he purchased the farm on which he now resides, and which he has
cultivated since that time.
Besides his agricultural operations he
;
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Mr. S«|)cr mnrrinl Annie R. Rcc<l. dntiKlilcr of Klias
Ivri'I. oi Wayne township.
Tliey have had two children: One dan^ht<
died in inlaiuy, and Ruth is hvinR.
In |x>htics Mr. Sn|H'r is a
Uciiuxrat. and the family arc nicnilKr.-* of the L'nitc<i ICvaiiKclical
Apr.

I,

|H«)^.

:

church.

has recently heen clccteil sn|>erintendent of the
also class leader of the church.
}Ic has six
brothers livinjj: Charles \V.. professor of Cerinan in the University
at Athens. Ohio; JcflTcrson E.. a fanner in Perry county. Pa.; Oranda
n.. professor in Dickinson collepe. Carlisle. Pa.
Daniel R.. president
of the Cincinnati Qucensware Company; J. Harry, chief and in>.|)ect<)r
of |x)Iice of Minersvillc. Pa., and Irvinp" H.. a teller in the Pennsylvania National hank, at Pottsville. Pa.

Sunday

.Mr.

.*^npcr

and

school,

is

;

Swalm, Thomas W., M. D., a prominent Homeopathic phy.sician and MirKcon in IN«tt>villc, was born at Orwipshurp. this county,
June 15. 1856. He is a son of John A. and Catherine ( Hoy) Swalm,
natives of Schuylkill county.
The father was liorn Dec. 19. i82<i,
and <licd June 2, iSr^j. He was a merchant for manv years iii Mahanoy City. The mother was born May 5. 1829. and died Jan.
v 1887.
Of the four chiUlren born to these parents Kmma is the eldest and
the only dauchler.
She is the wife of .Mbert J. Lubiirj,'. and resides
in Phil.vlelphia
Harry A. Swalm is a merchant in Mahanov City;
Dr. Thomas W. is the third in order of birth, and Albert
H. is a
hardware merchant in Pottsville. but until rcccntlv was located in
Shenandoah in the same line of business. Dr. Swalm received his
general education in the public schools of Mahanoy City and at New
Berlin seminary, in Inion county. Pa.
He kp.in his professional
;

studies at the L'niversity of Pennsylvania, but completed
his course
at the Homeopathic medical collepe of Xcw York
city, in which he
was praduated in the class of 1878. He spent one vcar in practice
in
the Xcw York city hospital on Ward island, and iii
1879 he came to
Pottsville. where he has since been in continuous and
successful prac-

tice.
Dr. Swalm has no specialties or hobbies, but is
devotinp his
encrpies to peneral practice of medicine and surperv.
accordiiiR to
the tenets of his profession.
He is a close student of professional
literature, and has a larpe and valuable librarv
of carefully selected
professional books.
He is a member of the state and county medical
societies of Homeopathic physicians, and keeps
in the front rank in
the onw-ard march of his profession. Dr. Swalm
has been a member
of the Pottsville school board for the last seven vears.
and is president of that lK)dy at the present time.
He was married in 180^ to
Miss Annie Rickert. His church affiliations are with
the First Presbyterian church in Pottsville.
The Independent Order of Odd Fellows IS the only fraternal socictv with which he is
affiliated

Swank. Robert Porter, a well known attorney
at
Mahanoy
was born at Delano. Schuvlkill countv. Pa.. Oct 17 1868
His
father. Josiah Swank, was born at Mauch
Chunk. Pa.. Sept 11 1844
He was a soldier during the Civil war. seninp first in the
27th reeiment of Pennsylvania militia during the "emergencv
City,

'

call" of

1863

BIOGRAPHICAL

4H'.)

and he enlisted on Feb. 28, 1865, as a i)rivatc in Company K, of the
202d Pennsylvania volunteer infantry, lie was honorably discliarfjed
Aug. 3, 1865, by reason of the close of the war. The mother of Air.
Robert P. Swank was in maidenhood Miss Anna J. Porter, a native
of Ballycairn, Colerain, Ireland, where she was born March 13, 1847.
The subject of this article was educated in the public schools of Delano, and at the Pennsylvania state college, near Bellefonte, being
graduated from the last named institution with the class of 1889.
In his sophomore year Mr. Swank was awarded the James A. Beaver
and a distinguisherl honor was
prize for excellence in mathematics
conferred upon him two years later, when, as the representative of
the senior class, he was awarded the second medal of the American
The theme of his essay on this occasion
protective tariff league.
was: "What Are Raw Materials? Would free raw materials be beneficial to the labor and industries of the United States ?"This contest
was open to the senior classes of all American colleges. After graduation, Mr. Swank entered upon the study of his chosen profession
He was adin the office of William Wilhelm, Esq., in Pottsville.
mitted to the Schuylkill county bar, Feb. 13, 1893, and has since been
admitted to practice before all of the Pennsylvania and United States
;

He is a Republican in political views, but he has never
sought or held public office. Mr. Swank was married Dec. i, 1898,
to Miss Ida M. Hepler, daughter of Jesse and Catherine P. (Daniel)
Hepler, of Eldred township, this county. Nov. 15, 1899, Miss Anna
Catherine Swank was born to the union of Mr. and Mrs. Swank.
Mr. Swank holds membership in the Royal Arcanum, the Young
Men's Republican club of Mahanoy City, and the Masonic fraternity.
He is also a director of the Union National bank of Mahanoy City.
Sweeney, Patrick Francis, who is incumbent of the responsible
office of chief burgess of the borough of Shenandoah, is one of
the honored and popular citizens of the county. He was born
in county Mayo, Ireland, Nov. 2, 1862, and was there reared to
the age of fifteen years, in the meanwhile securing a good common-school education. In 1877 he came to America in company
with his uncle Michael Sweeney, and he remained in New York
city about eighteen months, at the expiration of which, in the
latter part of 1879, he came to Shenandoah. Pa., where he has
since maintained his home and where he has attained success
through well directed effort and honorable methods. Upon coming to Shenandoah he secured work as a laborer in .the mines
and finally became a mining contractor, in which connection he
so managed his affairs as to gain financial success and a reputation for being a thorough and reliable business man.
He continued actively identified with mine contracting until his election
to the office of chief burgess, Feb. 20, 1906.
He assumed the
duties of the office on the first Monday of the succeeding Alarch.
courts.

He was

elected on the Citizens' ticket, which was brought forward
to compass the overthrow of the ring which had so long controlled governmental affairs in the borough, and the magnificent

'^Mtt'YLKlLL. COUNTY

....

run mailc In Mr. >\\iiiu-y to!.lifics alike to hij* personal |m»|)ularily ami hit cliKil»ili«y ami to the attitiule of the voters in rcMr. Sweeney has ever
(janl lo the previously exi>tinjj regime.
been a stanch friemi o| or);ani/e<l Ial)or. and his efforts in liehalf
He first joined the
of the sinie have been timely and zealous.
Amalgamated Labor association and when this was absorbed by
the Knights of Labor he became afHIiatecj with the latter organii88X.
Tile losing of
zation, which continucfl in existence until
the strike in that year sounded the death knell of the Knights of
Labor in the anthracite fiehl of I'ennsylvania. In l<)00 Mr.
Sweeney became associated with the L'niterl Mine Workers, and
he was elected president of the local vmion. No. i')S5. an office
He was a
of which he has since remained continuously incumbent.
member of the committee of the organization which met the mine
operators in New York city in i<)02. and though the connnittec
was unsuccessful in its mission the miners' demaufls were granted
Mr. Sweenev has attended all the joint conventions of the
later.
three districts in tlie anthracite tieM. and is a recognized leader
in

in

councils .ind deliberations of the miners.
the local camp of the Democratic party, in

tlic

He

is

a

stalwart

whose cause he

has done effective service. He has never been a seeker of politiand his present position is the first he has held in the
line.
He and his wife are cummunicants of the Church of the
.\nnunciation. Roman Catholic.
June i<). i88f>, was solemnized
the marriage of Mr. Sweeiicy to Miss Kllcn T. Reilly. who was
Ixirn and reared in Shenandoah, a tlaughter of Thomas Reilly,
one of the first settlers of the town. Mr. ami Mrs. .^sweeney have
John Emmett, William. Humbert, and I'.essie.
four children
Szliakys, Vincent J., editor and proprietor of the Darbininku
\'iltis. meaning in English the Workingmen"s Hope, at Shenandoah, was born in I-itluiania. Oct. 19, 1870. His jjarents, Barney
Baltrukonis) Szliakys, still live in that
Elizabeth .\.
J. and
The
country, as do his brother and sister. John and Petronello.
former conducts the old hi:)mc farm anrl the latter is married and
Mr. Szliakys was educated in his
lives in the same vicinity.
native land, taking a course in the gymnasium at .Mariampol, in
the province of Suvalki. Until he was twenty-six years of age
he lived at home with his parents, serving as a correspondent for
In 1806 he came to
several .•\merican and German newspapers.
America and located in .Shenandoah, where for a time he was
editor of the Garsas .Amerikas Lietuvin. a newspajier jniblished
in the Lithuianan
language. When the pa|)er was removed
from the city he established a job printing office, which he conducted for about a year. He then organized a company and becal office

—

(

gan the publication of the

\'iltis. a weekly newspaper printed in
the Lithuanian language.
In 1903 he purchased his present establishment, which under his management has been successful
from the start.
He is a practical printer, has the only bookprinting press in the city, and has turned out a number of miscellaneous books. Mr. Szliakys is also an accomplished writer
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and a ripe scholar, and he ha.s translated several novels from the
Russian and L'olish languages, as well as having written several
creditable works of fiction, most of which have been issued from
At the present time he is engaged in a translahis own plant.
history
of the Russo-Japanese war from the Polish, and
tion of a
lie
in compiling a history of the Lithuanians in Shenandoah,
unmarried, is a member of the Lithuanian national alliance
the Fatherland Lovers' association, the last named being a
society for the publication and distribution of current literature
among the poor people of his native country. Full of energy,
capable and optimistic, he is popular among his fellow townsmen, especially those of his own nationality.
Tabor, Adolph P., holds prestige as one of the successful and
popular business men of Shenandoah, where he has made his
home since his early youth and where he has gained independence
and prosperity through his own well directed efforts. He was
born in the province of Lithuania, Russia, July lo, 1865, and in
He immigrated to
his native land he was reared and educated.
America at the age of seventeen years and at once took up his
abode in Shenandoah, in June, 1883. His parents, Peter and
Frances Tabor, passed their entire lives in Lithuania, where the
Of the children two remain in
father followed agricultural pursuits.
Lithuania Mrs. Rosa Pilecky, and Joseph, who resides upon
Besides the subject of this
the old home farm of his father.
sketch and the two just mentioned there is one other child, Annie,
who came to America about 1890 and who is now Mrs. Petrowsky, of Waterbury, Connecticut. For three years after his
arrival in Shenandoah, Mr. Tabor was employed in the mines
and he then became a clerk in a local clothing store. In 1890
he opened a meat market at the corner of Center and White
streets, and he has ever since continued in active business for
He now owns and conducts one of the finest restauhimself.
rants and buffets in the city, the same being located at the corner of White and Center streets, diagonally across from his original meat market, which latter he still continues, in connection
with a well equipped grocery department. "The best is none
too good" is Mr. Tabor's motto in the conducting of his business
and the popular appreciation of his efforts is shown in the large
and representative trade he controls in his two business establishments.
He is a leader in the local ranks of the Democratic
party and has done efBcient service in its cause. He has held
various offices of trust, and in 1897 he was elected chief burgess
of the borough of Shenandoah, being the first man of his nationality to be thus honored by any municipality in the United States.
His administration of the aft'airs of the office was a credit to himself, to his nationality and to the borough.
While incumbent of
this position he organized a relief association to aid the people of
the borough who were brought to the verge of starvation through
insufficient work and pay, and he has at all times manifested" a
spirit of deepest
humanitarianism and benevolence. No man
is

and

—
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He

is

citizen.

Lithuanian Citizens' »cx:iety, a ln-noficial order,
and ii also affiliated with Acric No. 103. Fraternal Order of
Mr. Tabor \va» one of the leading .spirits in the nrKanizaI'laKlcH.
lion of St. CeorRe's Lithuanian Catholic church, of which he arid
lie was one of a commithis fannly are zealous c<>nMntuiicanls.
secured jicrmission to
liishop
and
Ryan
\vhi>
vi<iitod
three
of
tee
he wa- aKo a nicml)er of the cinnniittcc which
or|i;ani2e the parish
ptirchascd the jirouncN and had charge <)l the criclif>n of the church
( »ct. 15, l8yo,
e<lilicc. which is one of the finest in this pari of the slate.
was solenmized the marriage of Mr. Tabor to Miss Mary V. Ambrose,
who was born in Shenantloah. Sept. 8. 1874, a ilauphter of Louis
They have two
,\mbrosc, who is now living retired in this place.
l^•ln(•n^ J. and .Mlxrla.
chiMrcn.
Taggart. David, M. D., '>l l-'rackville. I'a.. wlurc he enjoys the
a

.

1,

LUUM V

member

of the

;

(

distinction

profession,

of being the oldest established practitioner in his noble
was born in Xorlhumberland, Pa., Dec. 19, 1856, a

Sarah (Cowden) Taggart. both of
Northumberland county, this slate, of
and Swedish descent. The paternal grandfather
Irish
Scotch
of the doctor was John Taggart. who in ivirn was a son of David
Taggart. and his maternal grandfather, John Cowden, was for
many years agent lor the I'hiladilpina it Reading railroad .it I'ine
Captain James Taggart gave valiant
Grove, Schuylkill county.
son of Captain James and

whom

were natives of

service to his country during the Civil war. as Captain of Company B., 5th Pennsylvania reserves and was killed at the battle
Dr. Taggart was
of Charles City Cross Roads, Va., in 1862.
reared in Northumberland, in whose public and private schools
he reccivetl his elementary education. Later he attended the
Fricjids' central school in Philadelphia and Swarthmore college,
Delaware county. Pa. He took up the study of medicine in
Northumberland in 1875 «"'*' later entered the mcrlical department of the University of Pennsylvania, from which famous institution he graduated in 1879. with the well earned degree of
Doctor of Medicine. He first located in Shenandoah for the
practice of his profession in the fall of 1879. but in the spring
of 1880 he removed to Mahanoy Plane, remaining there, however,
only until the fall of the same year, when he located in Frackville where he has resided until the present time and where he
enjoys a large and lucrative practice and has the confidence and
esteem of his fellow citizens. In 1888 he established and has
since conducted a drug store in the same city, and under his
able management the enterprise has prospered from its initiation.
The doctor is a member and active worker in the Schuylkill
county medical society, the medical society of the state of Pennsylvania and the American medical association. He is also a
member of District Lodge. No. 823. Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and of the Royal Arcanum. He gives stanch allegiance
to the [<rinrii>lrs nf the R^^publican party and has served as school

;
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(Jn Ajjr. 30, 1883, was soldirector of i'Yackvillc for two terms.
emnized the marriage of Dr. Taggart to Mary Grant, a daugJiter of William and Jane (Gibbs) Grant, of Shenandoah, and they
have two sons, James and William, the former of whom is a civil
engineer by ])rofession.
Tallman, Henry, whose death (jccurrcd on b'eb. i, 1891, was
widely and favorably known as the projjrietor of the ]5rookside

He was of German ancestry, bis parents, Jacob and Amelia (Beller) Tallman, having come from Germany
to America in the early '30s and settled near Gratz, in Dauphin
county. Pa., where the father engaged in farming and working
He also operated the first hotel at
at his trade of stone-mason.
Wiconisco, and he conducted the same for thirty-seven years.
He and his wife died there. They were both members of the
Lutheran church, and were the parents of eleven children, five of
whom grew to maturity, viz.: Jacob, Matthew, John, Henry and
Amanda. Henry .Tallman received a common-school education.
In 1865 he married Mary A., daughter of Flenry and Catherine
(Satzler) Schreffler, of Dauphin county, where her father was a
farmer and carpenter. Both her parents were members of the
Lutheran church and both died in Dauphin county. They had
seven children. Sarah married John Ballou and lives in South
Dakota; Elizabeth married Edward Muench and lived at Pilot
Mound, la.; Mary A. is now Mrs. Henry Tallman; Catherine is
the wife of John Good, of Boone, la. John is a retired farmer
living at Polo, 111.
Ellen married John Wolf and she and her
husband are both deceased; and Louis died- in childhood. Five
years after his marriage Henry Tallman removed with his family
to the western side of Porter township, Schuylkill county, bought
the Brookside hotel and a farm of eighty-six acres, and lived
there for the remainder of his life.
In politics he was an earnest
advocate of Democratic principles and held a number of local
He was a memofiSces, among them a place on the school board.
ber of the Lutheran church. Since his death the widow and some
of the children have continued to live upon the farm, where they
are engaged in the dairy business. They had thirteen children.
Harry, John E., Edwin, Minnie L., Kate R., Charles C, John
P., Bessie, Lulu E., George O., Andrew, A¥illiam and Lettie A.
Harry and Edwin are in the hotel business at Lykens, Pa.
Charles is clerk in the Grand hotel at Schulkill Haven John P.
is principal of the high school at Hamburg, Pa.
George lives at
Northampton, Pa. Kate is the wife of John Reinhard, a merchant
of Tower City
Minnie died at the age of four years Bessie
died in May, 1906; Lettie died when she was thirteen j'^ears old;
and the others live with their mother. In 1891 the mother and
her sons built the house in which thev now live. The barn was
built the following year, and in 1897 they started in the dairy
business. They have a well equipped dairy, with fine Jersey
stock, and their product finds a ready sale in Tower City.
The
hotel at Sheridan.

;

;

;

;
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family is one of refinement and they have many warm friends in the
community where they Hve.
Taylor, E. W., superintendent of the Pine Grove schools, was
born in this county on May 9, 1871, a son of Rev. William and
Mary (Williams) Taylor. The father was born in England and
came to America in 1866. He obtained employment as a mine
foreman and worked at it until his death, in 1891, at the age of
He was a local preacher of the Methodist Episcopal
fifty-seven.
church and his voice was often heard in the pulpits of the surrounding boroughs. His death was not only a loss to the family
and his friends but to the whole community, in which he was
recognized as a man of ability and deep piety. His widow is a
resident of Donaldson.
Professor Taylor, the subject of this
sketch,

is

the eldest living of the eight children

in

the family.

Richard R. died in 1883 at the age of thirteen Henry died in
1884 at the age of eleven years. Dr. Mary M. Tajdor, the eldest
daughter, is assistant surgeon of the Polyclinic hospital and in
the Woman's hospital of Philadelphia. John W. is a graduate
of Harvard university and is principal of the high school at Danville, Pa.,
Bessie is at home, Alice W. is a student in the college
of pharmacy at Philadelphia and Anna W. is at home.
The professor acquired his first scholastic knowledge in the schools of
Millersville and graduated at the normal school there in the elementary and scientific courses. Subsequently he graduated at
the Zanerian art college of Columbus, Ohio. His first charge as
teacher was at Oneida, where for two years he was in charge of
the schools. During the following nine years he was principal
of the schools in Donaldson and in Sept., 1906, he assumed his
present position. Although his residence in Pine Grove has been
of rather short duration he has won for himself a large place in
the hearts of the community, by his genial, courteous manner,
his ability and his grasp of intellectual affairs.
He gives promise of bringing the schools up to a standard never before attained.
He is a member of the A'lasonic fraternity and the Lutheran church.
Taylor, Frank, the principal and proprietor of the Pottsville
business college, was born in Cayuga county, N. Y. He comes
from the original Massachusetts, and New York Dutch stock.
His parents were Ebenezer G. and Hester J. (Stevens) Taylor,
the former a native of New Jersey and the latter of New York.
The father, who was a merchant, lived to be eighty-two years
of age
the mother died in her sixty-sixth year. The professor
is the youngest of the four children of the family who attained
to maturity.
He received his preliminary education in the Port
Byron public and high schools after which he engaged in teaching in the public schools of his native county for several years.
He then attended the Rochester btisiness university, now known
as the Rochester business institute, from which he graduated in
due course. After this he taught for several years in the graded
schools of his native county in the capacity of principal. At this
;

;

;
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time he decided to take Horace Greeley's advice and went west
as far as Valparaiso, Jnd., where he took special work in the
iValparaiso university, after which he engaged in high-school
work in Michigan and Minnesota, the whole taking up about ten
years of his life. He first became engaged in commercial teaching at Buffalo, leaving that- place to accept a lucrative position
y\fter he had taught in Jersey City
in a Jersey City institution.
for some time, he removed to Wilmington, Del., and for a period
of five years was principal of the commercial department of the
leading commercial college of that city. The professor's residence in Pottsville dates from 1899, when he purchased the business college formerly conducted by Prof. J. G. Gerbarich and

became its principal. The courses offered at the institution are
the same as those offered at all similar schools of high standing.
The success met with has far exceeded the expectations of the
most sanguine, and the graduates, who are qualified to fill highly
important positions, are in general demand in this and surrounding territory. In 1902 Professor Taylor married Miss Elizabeth
R. Clark, a native of Wilmington, Del. In politics the professor
is absolutely independent, exercising his right of franchise as his
Fraternally he is associated with the
best judgment dictates.

Improved Order of Red Men at Wilmington. Although a comparatively recent acquisition to the social and commercial life of
Pottsville he to-day fills a large and prominent place in the respect of the citizens of the community.
Terrill, Frederick Elmer, grocer and justice of the peace, of
Llewellyn, was born in that town, on Apr. 11, 1864, a son of
John and Mary (Ferris) Terrill, both natives of Cornwall, England.
The father came to this country in early life and located
in Branch township, where he followed his occupation of miner
until his death, which occurred at Llewellyn on Jan. 18, 1893.
He
had a family of fourteen children, nine of whom grew to maturity, and seven are yet living.
John and Stephen F. died after
reaching manhood
Mary A. is the widow of Robert Jones
Elizabeth is the wife of John H. Zimmerman and- the other surviving children are James R., Francis, Edwin W., Frederick E.,
and William. The maternal grandfather of Frederick E. Terrill
was Stephen Ferris, native of Cornwall, England, who was among
the pioneers of Branch township.
He was a civil^ engineer by
profession and lived in Schuylkill county all his life after coming
to America. Frederick E. Terrill was educated in the public
schools and at the age of eight years became a breaker boy in
the mines. Subsequently he became a miner, and he followed
that occupation until 1898, when he engaged in the grocery business at Llewellyn, where he has since continued in that line of
activity.
In his political opinions he is an adherent of the Democratic party and he takes an interest in all questions of public
policy.
He served one term as school director and in 1897 was
elected a justice of the peace for Branch township.
Since then
he has been twice re-elected and he is now serving his third term of
;

;
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ami ItclonRS to the Mechanics. In 190a Mr.
Tcrrill iiiarric*! Mi>s Amelia, daughter <>( William Adams, of
Trcmont. ami ihcy have one son, Lester W.
Thomaa, Thoman L.. junior mnnher of the wholesale procery
firm of \ .in li"«rn »S; riiomas, has heen a resident of .Mahanoy
Cily since |J*>4. in which year he accomi)anicd the parental famHe was f;i'-'>^uated from the
ily from Mincrsville to that place.
public scIkioIs of Mahanoy City in the class of 1880 and two
r received his diploma as a graduate of Fiastman's husiy.
rouKhkeepsie. N. Y. Mr. Thomas entered the
iXv of
n'
employ of ha\ir| K. I-'ocht. as ho«ikkeeper in Se|)t.. 1882. On
Nov. I, l8i>o. I)avid E. I-'ocht was succeeded hy Hajiiel ^U\\\ &
I

cinirch

:

'

Co.. the

new

firm heinfj

composed of Daniel

Stiill

.ind

I).

L. \'an

Thoma.s rcntaincd with the firm in tlic same posiIn 1900, at the death of
tion that he had filled with .Mr. Kocht.
Mr. Stull. a copartnership w.rs formed, the interested principals
Iwinff Mr. \'an Horn and Mr. Thomas, who took over tlic entire
Horn, and

.Mr.

business of Daniel Stull & Co.. the firm name hcinp cliauKed to
.Mr. \'an Horn anci
\"an Horn & Thomas, as it remains to-day.
Mr. Tliomas are the sole proprietors. They transact a Rcneral
wholesale g'r«x'ery business, supplying the retail trarle throughout
a large area of surrounding territory, as well as in .Mahanoy City.
Twenty-five years of continuous existence and operation along
honorable and aggressive business lines have brought them many
frienils and patrons.
The founder of this business, DavitI E. Focht,
deceascfl. was a son of the late James Focht, of Pottsville.
Thompson. Hcber S. The well known family, of which the
subject of tl)i> review is a member, has been represented in
Atuerica since the year 17.^0. when two brothers. John and James
Thompson, arrived from County .Vntrim, Ireland, and established
homes at Cross Roads, Chester county. Pa. They later moved
to Hanover township, in the same county (but now in Lebanon
county), and from there to a farm ten miles distant from llarrisburg. near Derry
church. James Thompson, the paternal
great-grandfather of the subject of this article, settled near South
Mountain, in I'ranklin county, where some of his descendants
live at present.
William Thompson, grandfather of Heber S.,
was bom in .Cumberland county, in 1754. He served in the war
of the Revolution, and participated in the battles of Brandywine and Germantown. By occupation he was a farmer and
merchant. He married Jane Mitchell, of Chambersburg, Pa.,
and they had a family of six sons and three daughters. One
son. Samuel, being the father of William. Lewis C.. Hcber S.
(subject of this sketch), and Emily.
Samuel Thompson was born
in Thompsontown. Dauphin county, in 1792, and died in Pottsville. Pa.. March 7. 1851.
Samuel Thomp.son was twice married;
first to .Ann .\lricks, of Harrisburg, who died .Aug. 27.
1828. in
less than a year after marriage.
.Aug. 6. i8_^3. he married Elizabeth Cunningham, of Xewton Hamilton. Mifflin county. Pa., and
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she was the mother of the four children named above. She survived her husband until Oct. 5, 1874, when she died, in her
Col. William Thompson, the eldest of the four
seventieth year.
children born to these parents, needs no introduction to the peoHe was for many years identified with the
ple of Schuylkill county.
Miners' National bank, in the capacity of director and president;
served throughout the Civil war in the 17th Pennslyvania cavalry
and was mustered out at the close of the war as lieutenant colonel
of his regiment. Lewis C. Thompson, a well known merchant
of Pottsville, also served in Company A, 27th Pennsylvania emergency regiment, during the invasion of Pennsylvania by GenEmily J. became the wife of Major Edward
eral Lee, in 1863.
Major Heber Samuel Thompson was born in PottsC. Baird.
He acquired his elementary education in
ville, Aug. 14, 1840.
the schools of his native town, and he finally entered Yale university, where he pursued a classical course, being graduated with
the degree of Bachelor of Arts, in the class of 1861. Ten years
later he received from the same institution, the honorary degree
During his college course, the war-cloud
of Master of Arts.
had settled upon the country, and Mr. Thompson promptly ofHe enlisted Apr. 16, 1861, as a private soldier
fered his services.
in Company H, of the 25th Pennsylvania volunteers, and was one
of the first to reach the national capitol in response to the president's call for "three months' volunteers."
His term of enlistment expired the last of July, 1861, and in October, of the same
years, he re-enlisted, as first lieutenant in Company F, 7th Pennsylvania cavalry, in which he was promoted to the captaincy on
the first of May, 1863. March 18, 1864, Captain Thompson was
placed on detached service, as acting inspector-general of the
First brigade, second cavalry division, in the Army of the Cumberland, and served in this capacity until Aug. 20, 1864, when he
was captured as a prisoner of war. Being released on parole of
honor, and unable to effect an exchange, he resigned his commission in the army, and was finally discharged Jan. 24, 1865.
The military record of Major Thompson is one of thrilling experiences and long and active service. He participated in many
of the hard^fought battles of the war, among them being Perrvville or Chaplin Hills, Ky.
Stone's river or Murfreesboro, McMinnville and Shelbyville, Tenn., and Chickamauga, Ga., while under Generals Don Carlos Buell and William S. Rosecrans. Afterward he was with Gen. W. T. Sherman in the Atlanta campaign
and took part in the engagements at Noonday creek, Kenesaw
Mountain, about Atlanta, Jonesboro and Lovejoy's station.
After
participating in twelve engagements on this campaign. Major
Thompson was taken prisoner at the battle of Lovejoy's station,
;

Ga., Aug. 20, 1864, and this ended his career at the front.
in prison at Macon and Augusta. Ga., successively, and

He was
finallv

to Charleston, S. C.
He was paroled from the prisoner's hospital at Rikersville. a suburb of Charleston. Dec. 18,
Major Thompson has always taken an active interest in
1864.

was taken

32— Vol.
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ihc cause of ihc veterans of ihc Civil war. ami promptly allicil
himself with the frati-rnal orKani/.itions iiitrndcil to pfr|icMiialc
the memory ol the faraway ilay?. of the "Oos.
He i^ a mcmlier of
the SKiely of l-'irst Defemlcr!*
(lowcn I'ost, Xo. ij, (irancl Army
of the RepiiWic; I'oltsvillc ICncampmcnt, I'nion \"etcran Legion
ami the Loval Lecion of the I'luteH Stales. He is presiilrnt of
the hoar«l o? triiMecs of the state hospital for the injtirerl a member of the county visilini; committee of the state hoard of charities, and a meml)er of the state committee on lunacy.
He is e,\president of the hoard of directors of the ICdison Klectric 11iununatinf; Company, director and cx-president of the Miners'
National hank, and interested in many other local institutions.
Of the learned and technical institutions, he is a mcmher of the
American Philosophical Society of Philadelphia, of the Historical
Societies of Pennsylvania and of Schuylkill county, and of the
American Institute of .Mininp F,n>,'ineers. Since 1S74 .Major
Thompson has hccn engineer and anent of the iirard estate in
Schuylkill and Cohimhia counties.
Me was married Jan. 2.^. itS//i.
to Miss Sarah E.. daughter of Isaac and Margarettc I'.cck. of
Pottsville, Pa.
Their four children arc Emily, widow of the late
J. Parker Hood, of Philadelphia; .*^amucl Clifton, a graduate of
Yale university, class of i8<)i. and of the School of Mines. Columbia university, class of 1893. now a mining engineer in South
Africa. .Margaretta, wife of Col. James .Xrchhahl; llcber Harris
of P">it«ivi!ie. .tikI I-'leanor. deceased.
Thompson, James W., the genial manager of the Western Inion
Telegraph company and agent of the Cnited States Express com;

;

(

pany

at

Ashland, was Iwrn

in that

borough on

Mav

s.

1864.

He

a son of James W. and Esther M. (Jones) th.">mpson. the
former a native of Durham. England, and the latter of Wales.
The father came to the Cnited States with his mother and his
stepfather in 1845. and located in St. Clair, where he remained
is

185^,.
In that year he came to Ashland with his mothers
family an«l entered the employment of the I'hiladelphia
^: Reading railroad.
He was levcr-man and timekeeper at the Hig
Mine Run Plane for a period of thirty-seven vcars, nntil the
plant was abandoned by the companv. and then he retired.
His
last days were spent in the home of' his son
James \\". and his
death occurred in .April. 1902, in his sixty-fifth" vcar. Three children grew to maturity of whom the subject of "this sketch is
the
second in order of birth. The others are John C. and Eli/abcth
the latter being the wife of William Smail.' of Shenandoah,
lames
\\. Thompson, of this sketch, has alwavs lived in Ashland.'
His
educational advantages were tho.se of the public schools
of that
borough and while still a youth he eutered the employ of the
telepaph company as messenger. Then bv studv and' practice
he became an operator and in i88s he was' employed as
such in
the Ashland office of the company.
In 1887 he was made Ashland manager for the company and in 1896
became the agent
at Ashland for the United States Express companv.
That his

until

,

BIOGRAPHICAL

499

service has given satisfaction to liis employers is evidenced by
July ii, 1890, Mr. ThomiJson
tiis continued retention in the offices.
was united in marriage to Miss Lulu Bailey, of Mahanoy City,
a daughter of William H. andPriscilla (Ilaldeman) Bailey. This
union has been blessed with three daughters Kthcl, Grace and
The
the last mentioned died at the age of three years.
Lulu
family are cummunicants of the Protestant Episcopal church, and
for several years Mr. Thompson has been a member of the vestry.
He- is prominent in fraternal circles, being a member of

—

:

Lodge, No. 294, Free and Accepted Masons; Griscom
Prince of Peace ComChapter, No. 219, Royal Arch Masons
mandery, No. 39 Knights Templars the Ancient Arabic Order,
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Reading; the Royal Arcanum;
and Camp No. 84 of the Patriotic Order Sons of America. Of
the last named organization he was state Master of Forms in
1904 and at the present time he is state vice-president. Pie is
also a member of the Ashland board of trade and is a director of

Ashland

;

;

;

In politics he
the Locust Mountain Saving" Fund association.
is a Republican, but has never sought public office.
Thurlow, Stephen A., is a prominent educator and was for
many years principal of the high school at Pottsville, Pa., and is
now superintendent. He was born at Raymond, Cumberland
count3^ Maine, July 18, 1842. He is a son of Robert and Nancy
(Smith)
Thurlow, of Raymond,
Maine.
His ancestry dates
back to the colonial period of our country, the originators of the
family on both sides having come from England in an early day. Members of the family took part in our colonial wars, and paternal and
maternal great-grandfathers were wounded in the struggle for independence at the battle of Bunker Hill. Professor Thurlow received
his elementary education in the schools of his native village and
after having been a student at Hebron academy and Edward Little Institute in Maine, he pursued a course at Amherst college,
With the exception of a brief military servin Massachusetts.
ice during the Civil war, in which he was a private in Company
K, 5th Massachusetts volunteers. Professor Thurlow has devoted
his entire active career to the noble profession of pedagogy, in
which he has risen to a high rank. While a resident of Maine,
he served as superintendent of schools, an elective office in that
state.
He was principal of the high school of Pottsville for more
than a quarter of a century, which in itself bespeaks his proficiency as an educator.
He is not only an instructor, but a friend
and companion as well to all his pupils and many of the
younger generation among the business and professional citizens,
of Pottsville to-day remember with pleasure and reverence the
master who guided their footsteps and aided in the moulding of
their character when he and they performed their daily tasks together
in the schoolroom.
As a mark of esteem in which he is held bv
the graduates of his school. Professor Turlow was presented Vv
them with a purse of $2,000 at the expiration of twenty-five vears
of service as principal of the high school.
This, Professor Tl:ur.
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V\wn
rcR-inl.t as the Rrcaicst hnn.ir ami pleasure of \m life.
the «le4lh of SMperintciuleiU ratter-ton. Professor Tliurlow was
Professor
which position lie now (ills.
Mi|>erinteiulent
elected

low

;

and rcliuiouHa mcmlu-r of
K
the tune-honored Masonic fraternity, and the interest he maintains 111 liis old comrades in arms is sifjniticil by his membership
He is also a member of the
in the lirand .\rmy of the Republic.
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Knights of the Cioldcn
Eagle. July 15. 1892, was solemnized the marriage of Professor
Thurlow to' Mary E. Chase, a daughter of Rev. F. N. and Flizabeth (.Mien") Chase, of Exeter, N. H.
Tracy, George R., accountant of the Shamokin division of the
Philadclplu.i & KcadiuK railroad, with hcailnuartcrs at Tamac|ua.
was born in this county. Nov. 4, 1S63. He is a son of Henry \V.
and Catharine B. (Ray) Tracy, both born in Hartford. Conn.
The father came to Pennsylvania about iSto and for ten years
was transjiortation master of the Reading road for a time he was
paymaster, and from 1870 until 1897 he was superintendent of
the Pine Grove division of the road, with headquarters at Pine
Grove. He held his position under two receiverships, and
through all the reorganization of the road. In religious matters
lie was always a leader and was one of the founders of the MethFor many years
odist Episcopal church in Pine Grove, in 1876.
thereafter he was a member of the board of trustees of the
church. Fraternally he was associated with the Pine Grove
Lodge, No. 409, Free and Accepted Masons, and the Patriotic
Order of Sons of America, having been a charter member and
For many years he was president of the Building
officer in each.
and Loan association. In 1897 he succumbed to peritonitis, and
The children are three in number. Carhis widow died in 1901.
rie E., the eldest became the wife of Charles E. Logan, station
agent of the Philadelphia & Reading railroad at Pine Grove; Harry died at the age of seven and the subject of this sketch is the
youngest. George R. Tracy attended the public schools of Pine
Grove and then entered the employ of the railroad as scale clerk
at Pine Grove, holding the position from May 10. 1880, to Aug.

Thiirlow
IS

a

IS

a

Rcpuhlican

member

his |)olitical afliliation,

in

of the I'reshyterian cluircii.

He

is

;

;

From the latter date until Sept. i, 1887. he was a clerk
the master mechanic's office at Ninth aufl Green streets in
Hiiladelphia. and for the following two months was clerk in the
transportation office at 227 South Fourth street, that city. On
Nov. I, 1887, he returned to the master mechanic's office and
was there an even two years, leaving that position to become
chief clerk in the office of the superintendent at Pine Grove.
From the latter position he went, on Dec. 10. 1897, to Shamokin
to become clerk in the office of the superintendent of the Shamokin division.
Feb. 25, 1904, he was given his present position
as accountant for the division, with headquarters at Tamaqua.
Nov. 22. t888. Mr. Tracy married Miss Ella A. Harding, a native of Rehrersburg, Berks county, and a daughter of John B.
1.

in

1883.
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and Anna M. (Kline) Harding. To Mrs. and Mrs. Tracy have
been born four children Norman Harding, Harold Ray, Everett
Heber, and Anna Adele. The parents are members of the Presbyterian church of Tamaqua, and Mr. Tracy is also identified
with Tamaqua Lodge, No. 238, Free and Accepted Masons, the
Patriotic Order Sons of America, and the Royal Arcanum.
Tyson, William T., cashier of the Citizens' bank of St. Clair,
was born in Pottsvillc, on June 23, 1880. He is a son of Cornelius and Catherine A. (Weaver) Tyson, and is one of seven children, the others being Cornelius B., John W., Mrs. Frank Riley,
Agnes C, Mary and Edna. The public schools of Pottsville afforded him his early educational training, and when he had graduated at the high school he entered the employ of the Safe DeThere he remained until May, 1904, when
posit bank of Pottsville.
he came to St. Clair and accepted his present responsible position with
the Citizens' bank. Mr. Tyson is a man of great physical strength
and has a state wide reputation as an athlete of ability. He is
the present holder of the championship for hand ball and in the
relay races conducted each year under the auspices of the athletic
department of the University of Pennsylvania he has twice, in
1899 and 1900, won prizes. He is a member of the Baxters, a
Pottsville social organization, and of the St. Clair athletic club.
In politics he takes sides with no party or organization and has
never held nor aspired to office of public trust. Mrs. Tyson was
formerly Miss Beulah T. Boone, a daughter of William A. Boone,
Mr. and Mrs. Tyson have one son, Cornelius H.
of St. Clair.
Mr. Tyson is a young man of great promise, in the prime of a
vigorous manhood, and his many friends feel confident of his

—

ultimate attainment of the best of successful promotion.
Ulmer, Jacob, deceased, for many years prominently identified
with the business life and institutions of the city of Pottsville,
was born in the kingdom of Wiirtemberg, now a part of the German empire, Nov. 24, 1826. His parents. John and Agnes (Rebmann) Ulmer, were natives of Wiirtemberg, where they passed
their entire lives.
Jacob Ulmer attended the schools near his
boyhood home, and upon leaving school learned the butcher's
trade.
When he was twenty-four years of age he left the Fatherland and crossed the Atlantic to seek his fortune in America. His
first years in this countr}' were spent at Bridgeport, Conn., where
he remained until 1852, when he went to Philadelphia. In 1854
he assisted in building the first railroad into Atlantic City. In
March, 1855, he opened a meat market of his own in Pottsville.
His skill as a butcher, his uniform courtesy to his customers, and
his good judgment in the selection of his stock, soon built up
for him a lucrative business.
In 1858 he purchased the property
now used by the Ulmer Packing Company as a retail market
on North Center street. His success continued as the years rolled
on, and in 1873 he began the erection of the Ulmer packing house.
On Dec i, 1890, this business was incorporated as a stock conipany and Mr. Ulmer retired from his active management of the
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concern, ihouRli he still retained hi;* interiHt<t a•^ a stockholder
and head of the conipany. Tlie year following the incor|M>ratinn,
Ur^e additions were made to the hitililinK!'. ntakinf; it one of the
largest and most c«implcte institutions of itn kind in the state.
All
the litiildinKs are of hrick and iron, five stories in h<-if;ht, with an
lliHir space of ^xj.ckxi scinare feet.
ai
The plant is well
e.,
with all m<Hlern appliances, ample yards and fecfling
pen.i lor lioth hojjs and cattle, has a capacity of 500 lioj;s daily,
and in its sinitary ap|xiiiitments is .superior to most of the packing houses in the country.
In 1892 Mr. Timer scvereii his active
connection with the husincs.s an«l removcfl to Philarlelphia, to
enjoy a well earned respite from the cares and labors of an active
and imlustrious life of half a century, his son. Jacob S.. assuminf;
the management of the packing comiiany. Jacob I'lmer was
a man of niorc than ordinary business acumen.
lie usually saw
at a jjlancc the possibilities of a commercial proposition, and was
ctpially promjit in RivinR
it
tangible shape. Active, progressive
and public-spirited, he soon became rccognizcfl as one of the most
influential and useful citizens in the city of hi.s adoption.
In
addition to his packing interests be became associated with other
industrial enterprises, all of which profited by his ability.
He
served as a director in the I'ottsville .^team Heat and Power
Company, the Kdison Klectric Illuminating Company and other
industries in the community.
In fact he was always foremost in
every movement to give Pottsville better commercial facilities,
and many of his neighbors frc(|uently came to consult with him
on matters of an important business character. r)n such occasions his advice was freely given and was generally beeflcd. as
all who knew him had great confidence in bis judgnicnt ami integrityFinancially be prospered, but for every dollar be received he rendcrcfl a just equivalent, strict honesty and correct
busine.ss methods being the very foundation stones of his career,
lie died at Philadelphia on Nov. -. 1904, but his example and
influence still live in Pottsville and will be felt upon the affairs
of that city for years to come.
Ulmer. Jacob S., president of the Miners" National bank and one
of the proprietors of the Jacob I'lmer Packing Companv. was
born in Pottsville. Pa., Sept. 27, 1858. He was the second in order
of birth in the family of four sons and one daughter of the late
Jacob L'Imer. a review of whose life will be found in this volume.
All the sons arc identified with the packing business, and in operatmg the retail business connected therewith. Jacob S. Ulmer
whose name heads this article, was reared and educated in his
native town. He began his business career as an assistant
to his
father in his business, and has worked his wav
to a position of
kprommence in business affairs. He was elected a director of
the Mmers' National bank in Jan..
1897. and in Feb., 1904. he
became president of that well known monetarv institution
He
IS also, president of the Jacob
Ulmer Packing Companv, a member
of the board of directors of the Pottsville Steam
Heat and Power
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Water C'nmpany, and up to the transwas a director of the EdiIlluminating' Company.
Mr. Ulmcr's business inI'ottsvillc

to other interests,

Electric
terests are varied and extensive, and they receive his personal
attention, even to the smallest details.
He is a courteous and
affable gentleman, and his numerous employes repjard him in
the light of a wise friend and counsellor as well as a generous
employer. Mr. Ulmer was married June 14, 1888, to Miss Eldora
1):.
Dyer, daughter of Lemuel and Mary ((jrove) Dyer, of Pittsburg, P>a. He has a family of seven children consisting of five

boys and two girls and ranging in age from four to seventeen
years.
In politics Mr. Ulmer is a Republican. He is a member
of the Trinity Lutheran church of Pottsville, and is connected
Avith the Masonic and Odd Fellows fraternities.
Ulmer, John G., a representative of a prominent and well known
family in Pottsville, is the eldest son born to Jacob and Magtribute to the memory of Jacob Ulmer
dalena (Rinkle) LTlmer.
appears in this volume. The mother of the subject of this sketch
was a native of Alsace-Lorraine, then a province of France. She
was born in Sept., 1834, and she is now deceased. John G. Ulmer was born in Pottsville, Schuylkill county. Pa., Jan. 13, 1857.
He was reared and educated, and has always lived in his native
town. He has been identified with the extensive meat-packing
business, and retail dealing in meats and provisions during all of
his mature years.
He is a member of the corporation doing business under the corporate title of the Jacob Ulmer Packing Company and has special charge of the retail department of the firm's
business. John G. Ulmer was married Oct. 13, 1892 to Miss
Charlotte, daughter of William and Mary Catherine (Fink) Berner, of Pottsville.
William Berner Lllmer is the onl)^ child born
Mr. LTlmer is a Republican in political sentiments,
to this union.
and is a member of the German Lutheran church. He is well
advanced in Masonrj-, having attained to the thirty-second degree in that time-honored fraternity. He is also a member of
the Knights of the Golden Eagle, the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, the Heptasophs and the Humane fire company.
Mr. Ulmer is an active and successful business man and is a citizen of high standing in the community where his life has been
spent.
Ulrich, John O., a prominent attorney of Tamaqua, was born
in Lehigh county, Pa., May 26, 1864, a son of John and Caroline
Ulrich.
The mother was a native of McKeansburg,
( Medlor)
and she died Sept. 10, 1901. at the age of sixty-four years. The
father, who was a miller by vocation, moved from Lehigh county
to Hughesville, Lycoming county, in 1871. In 1S89 he returned
to Lehigh count}^ and started a mill, conducting the business in
both places until his death, which occurred Oct. 16, 1903, in his
sixty-sixth year.
He held several of the minor political offices
and was a member of the Lutheran church. His wife was affiliated with the German Reformed church. They became the par-

A

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY

.VM

After due preliminary trainiiin in ilic
children.
of HiiRhrsvillc. John O. I'lrich niatricnlatcfi at the county

cnt» of »evcn
!tchcx>l<»

normal scht^ol at Mnncy. where he was a ••tntlent for two terms.
For another ternt he .-ittemled the Central state normal .HchiH>l,
at Lock Haven, follnwinn it with several terms of pradnatc work
In the fall of 18.H4 he entered the drthe same institution.
partment of law of the I'niversity of Pennsylvania, receiving a
During his course in law he
dejH'cc therefrom in June. 1886.
spent his spare hours in the offices of the Hon. Wayne McThe year of his Rraduation
\ cagh anil tleorpc Tucker Itispham.
he was admitted to the har, and he immediately hcRan active
That town has since heen the center of
practice in Tamacjua.
at

In politics he
his active career.
ciples of the Democratic party,
majority he has taken an active

and

n.Vtional

campaigns.

In

is

a stanch helicver in the prin-

and ever since he reached his
and influential part in the state

the

fall

of

1896 he

stumped the

York for the Hon. William J. Bryan. From i8<>.^
state of
to 1897 he was county solicitor for Schuylkill county and for the
past ten years has been the incumbent of the office of borouph
On Jan. 4, 1889. Mr. Tlrich was united
solicitor for Tamaqua.
in marriape to Miss Fannie I). Royd. a native of rania(|ua and
a daughter of James and Mary Boyd. The children of this marHelen A., who is a n)ember of the
riapc arc two in number

New

—

Mrs.
class of 1907 in tlie Tamaqua hiph school and Frances O.
Mr. I'lrich is well
L'lrich is a member of the Episcopal church.
known in fraternal circles: he is identified with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, the Improved Order of Red Men. the Fraternal Order of Eaples. aiul the Pennsylvania tierman Society.
Umbcnhauer. James W., for some years at the head of Company G of the 4tli rcpimcnt of infantry of the Pennsylvania NaMe was
tional Guard, is a successful contract miner of Pine Grove.
born in that borouph on Oct. Q. 1849, and is a son of Henry and
died Feb. 7,
Sarah (Spancake^ L'mbcnhauer. the former of
1S75. at tlie ape of fifty-seven, and the latter of whom is still a resident of Pine Grove. The father was a laborer, workinp in later

whom

company

Capas foreman of the repair men.
sketch, is the eldest of seven children.
Amanda is Mrs. Levi Aungst, of this county; John was killcfl
when forty-two years old, in an accident in the Lincoln colliery,
in 1895: Andrew died in June. 1905. at the ape of fifty: Mary is
the wife of Georpe W. Hoover, of Pine Grove Sarah died when
a year old and Rebecca is the wife of John Hapcy. of Lebanon.
Captain L'mbcnhauer received his early education in the township schools and his first employment was about the mines.
He
subsequently became a miner. At the ape of twenty he bcpan
mininp for Miller. GreafT & Co.. and later was similarly enpaped
for the Philadelphia and Reading Coal and Iron Company doing
pillar dropping.
In this work he has been engaged almost continuously ever since, and he has become an expert in this line.
He now employs about twenty-five men the year around, and
life

tain

for the railroad

James W., of

this

:

:
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has all llic work he can altcml to. TIk' captain's cnnncclion with
the state militia dates from Jan. y, 1H77, wiien he became a jirivatc in Company 11 of the 8th infantry. Hnhserpiently ihe company was assigned to the 4th regiment and became known as
Company G. The first service which the organization did was
After passing from rank to
in the Pittsburg riot of July, 1877.
rank Mr. Unihcnhauer became captain of the company in 1891.
In 1892 the com]5any was called out to sui)])ress the strikers at
Homestead, and in 1897 '^ '^^^ called to similar service in the
Hazleton region. When war was declared between Spain and
the United States the 4th regiment was mustered into the service
of the United States and was sent to Porto Rico. When the
news of the cessation of hostilities came it was drawn up before
Guama ready to give battle. The regiment was mustered out
at Pine Grove on Nov. 16, 1898, and after its reorganization was
called into service again, at Shenandoah, in 1900, and in 1902.
This latter duty kept the men out ninety-two days. On I'"eb.
17, 1904, Capt. Umbenhauer resigned his active command and was
put on the retired list, after twenty-seven years of continuous
He has always been active in the pubsevice in the state militia.
lic affairs and has a record of twenty-one years of continuous
It was during his tenure of
service in the borough council.
office that the water-works system was installed, and he was a
member of the finance committee, with F. B. Wheeler and Aaron
T. Petty, which had the practical control of the whole affair. Mr.
Umbenhauer was married Feb. 4, 1875, to Miss Mary Russell,
daughter of William and Susanna (Dewald) Russell, of Pine

Grove.

Three children have blessed

teacher

in

a

school for the deaf
a machinist and is

this union.

and

dumb

at

Minnie
Beverly,

is a
Mass.

S.

employed at Harrisburg. His
Robert G., is
wife was formerly Miss Mabel Snoke and they have one child,
Paul.
Edna E., the youngest, is employed in a millinery store.
Mrs. Umbenhauer is a member of the Evangelical church,
and the captain is affiliated with the Patriotic Order of the Sons
of America, the Ivnights of the Golden Eagle, and the local union

Mine Workers.
Umbenhen, Rev. John H., Ph.

of the United

D., the much esteemed pastor of
church of Pottsville, was born near Myerstown, Lebanon county, Pa., on March 6, 1861, a son of Prof.
George and Sarah (LThrich) Unbenhen. Both parents, who are
Trinit)'

Lutheran

now

living in Myerstown, are natives of Lebanon count3\
The
father received his educational advantages in the JMyerstown
academy and began teaching while still a voung man. For fortv-

seven years he was continuously engaged in pedagogic work and
became one of the best known as well as one of the most popular
teachers in the state. He is also a talented musician, and for
forty years has been the organist of the Myerstown church.
Three children were born to Prof, and Mrs. Umbenhen, of whom
the subect of this sketch is the eldest and the onlv son. The
sisters are Mrs. Sallie Kreitzer and Mrs. Anna Stiipp, both of
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whirc llu-ir liiiskiiuls arc rnnai'ril in litisiiu'ss. Or.
after due preliminary training
in
lluMycrstown
sili.n.ls. rnlrrc.l ralatMiato\olli->:i-. nn<l when
he had com-

Mi-\«r>ii>wii.

rmliciilun.

pnMupleUMl

the preparatory w.irk there he matriculated in Muhlenberg Cdllcgc, at Allcntiuvn. which instituticm granted him a certificate of graduation in ifWii.
He then entered up«m his thcjjlogical studies at the Lutheran seminary, which is now located
at
Mount Airy. I'hilatleiphia. and he comp'leteil a three years' course
in that institution in i}<,Sv
The same vear occurred his ordination as a minister of the gospel hy the' Lutheran ministerium
of
rcnnsylvania.. and his acti>e work began as j.asior of the Kcainstown parish of Lancaster county. There he rendered distingxiished and able service for a period of three vcars, leaving
only
to accept a call to a broader an«l more lucrative ful.l
at Mount
In i.S.S«). after he had been pastor at Mount |ov for some
Joy.
three and one half years, he received an offer to becom'e
the Knglish
assistant pastor of Trinity church.
The call was acccpte.l and
he was installed as the associate jiastor to Rev. Dr.
llinterlcitncr.
I |Mm
the retirement of the latter, in the fall of i8f)2.
Dr.
selected as his successor and the same year aspastorate.
This position he has since filled to
the most eminent sati.sfaction of the congregation,
and he has
become a power for good in the civic and private life of the com-

mbenhen was
sumed the full
I

munity

The doctors male

ancestors were all strong Rei)ubnot so allied with aiiv political organization as
to allow It to bias his influence or judgment
in the support of candidates lor office. Jan. 2. 1S84, was solemnized
Dr. rmbenhen-s
manage to Miss Nettie Dongcs. who was born and reared
in
Myerstown. a daughter of George and Marv (Tice)
Dongcs.
licans. but

he

is

iMrs. L mbenhen s maternal grandfather
was William Ticc who
ser\cd throughout the war of the Rebellion as
a captain in the
17th
ennsylvania cavalry. To Dr. and .Mrs. rnibenheii
have
been iKirn hvc children, of whom one. I'aul.
.lie.l at the age of
SIX years. The others are Marie.
Annette. Rebecca, and Ceorgine.
Unger Claude W., who maintains his home in Yorkville
and
who IS the able an.I popular manager of the West
Rnd knitting
mills, of lottsyille. has passed his
entire life in Schuvlkill countv
and IS a member of one of its honored families.
Me was born
in \\ est Brunswick township,
this countv. Ian. 5. 1882 and is
a son of Samuel and Ellen
Kimmcl)' Tnger.' the former of
J.
whom was Iwrn in P.erks county,
this state, and the latter in
^chuyIklll county, daughter of Daniel
F. Kimmel. a representative of one ot the sterling families
of the countv.
was for main- vears engaged in the sewing-machineSamuel Tnger
business and
n Oct.. 1896. he established the
West End knitting mills, for
the manufacture of women's underwear.
The plant is thoroughly
rno<lern in
its
facilities
and general equipment, operates fourteen knitting machines and seventeen
finishing machines, and
gives employment to about forty hands.
The business is a substantial one and the annual
transactions have now reached an
(

")07
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aggrosatc of alioul $60,000. 'J'Ik- founder of the enterprise diedin iyo5, and tlie Inisiness lias since Ijeen successfidly continued
by the estate, under the management of the subject of this sketch,
who is known as an able and progressive young business man. Mr.
Unger secured his early education in the excellent public schools
of I'ottsville and since leaving school he has been identified with
the business of which he is now the manager, so that he is thoroughly familiar with all details of the same and is able to liandle
its practical and executive affairs with ])roi)er discrimination and
In politics he is not dominated by strict partisan dicfacility.
but maintains an independent attitude, and he and his
tates
wife hold membership in Trinity Reformed churcli. In 1902 he
was united in marriage to Miss Ada Vietinghoft', daughter of
William Vietinghoff, a well known citizen of Pottsville, and they
have two children William and Barbara. Mr. Unger takes a
deep interest in the geology and paleontology of Schuylkill
county, and has probably with the exception of the one deposited
the largat the United States national museum at Washing-ton
est and most valuable collection of carboniferous fossil plants in
America.
Updegrave, Robert R., dealer in general merchandise at ValHis greatley View, was born at that place on Oct. 25, 1864.
grandparents came from England at an early date and settled
in Chester county. Pa.
His grandfather, John Updegrave, came
to Schuylkill county when a young man and located in Hubley
township, where he followed agricultural pursuits for the remainder of his life. He married Harriet Kimmel and they had
a family of thirteen children, twelve of whom grew to maturity.
William is a carpenter, Harriet is Mrs. George Spotts, of Minersville
Sarah married Harry Witmer
Ella married Isaac Evans
Aaron is a butcher at AUentown Emanuel Ix. is a merchant at
Sacramento Richard lives retired at Sacramento Justus married
Jacob Strong of Sacramento Elizabeth is Mrs. William Klinger
Catherine married Samuel Miller of Snyder county, and John
died young. Jacob K; Updegrave, the father of Robert, received
a moderate education and in 1863 came to Valle}' View, where
he married Matilda, a daughter of Christian Schreiber, a merchant
of that place, and the founder of the business that is now conducted by the subject of this sketch. Jacob and Matilda Updegrave became the parents of four children. Jane is Mrs. R. B.
Dunkleberger, of Reading, Pa. Alice F. married John W. Heckert, of Hegins
Mary E. is the wife of Daniel H. Lesher. of Westport; and Robert R. is the subject of this sketch. In 1863. about
the time of his marriage, Jacob K. Updegrave bought the store
from his father-in-law and he thereafter conducted it until 1883.
From that time until 1894 it was successively run by his sonsin-law, R. B. Dunkleberger, John W. Heckert, and' Daniel H.
Lesher. Robert R. Updegrave attended the common schools, the

—
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normal school at Kutztown, Pa., and schools at Lock Haven, Pa.,
and Earned, Kansas. He then taught for about seven years, and
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cstablislieil by hiii
in 1894 lie bouKln «•><• ^^^l.Hinc^^ that ha<l been
maternal RrandTatbcr more than forty years before. Sintc commade many im|)rovenicnts,
inf; into p»is!»ession of the store be has
ami in n>05 be opened a brancb store at CummI SprinR. He carries a Rood assortment of dry-Roods. notions, boots and shoes,
( )n
I-eb. 22, 1884,
hats, etc.. and ban<lles all kinds of produce.
Mr. I'lxlenravc married Miss Florence, dauRhtcr of l-jnanncl and
Maria l)(inklcbcrj;er. of lIcRins. Pa., and this nnion has been

Homer is a
blessed by ten chililren. all of \vht<m are living.
carpenter; Malie is in the store with Ikt fatluT; and the others arc
Mr.
Edith, Roy. Alma, Iva. Jacob, Millard. Harol.l and Naomi.
I'pdcRrave is a member of Washington Camp, No. 109, Patriotic Order of the Sons of America, at Valley View, ami belongs
to the I'nited KvanRelical church, in which he was superintendIn politics he affilient of the Sunday school for twelve years.
ates with the Democratic party, but can hardly be termed an active party worker, though he takes a keen interest in all questions
pertaining to the public weal, and is regarded as a progressive
and public-spirited citizen.
Uttcnmul, Morton M., superintendent of the Charles Babcr
cemetery <ii I'otisville. was born in Washington. D. C., on Jan.
He is of German ancestry, although his parents. Mor27, 1853.
ton M.'and Virginia (Seibert) I'ttermul. were born in WashingHis father and mother both died while he was still an inton.
fant an<l at the age of five years he was bound out to a farmer.
After five years of life in that capacity he ran away and has since
been entirely self-dependent. From the farm near Washington
be came to Philadelphia and in time became employed by Hon.
James Campbell. F'or seven years he was overseer of Mr. CampWhile
bell's smnmer residence at Radnor, Delaware county.
engaged in this work he married, in 1880. Miss Susan i'. Hetz,
daughter of Peter Hetz. a |)ioneer of Pottsville. Soon after his
marriage he came to Pottsville to live and for a few years he
earned a livelihood by performing the duties of gardener for most
of the wealthy people of the city.
In 1894 he received his appointment as superintendent of the Charles P.alier cemetery, which
at the time consisted of sixty-seven lots which were carefl for by the
superintendent. To-day more than 900 lots are under the charge of
Mr. Cttermal. and of this number he himself solicited the care of
over 400. The cemetery comprises a large tract of land anrl contains
over 17.000 graves. It was originally known as Moimt Laurel
cemetery and the first monument in it was erected by Eli Bowen,
in 1855. in memory of his wife.
The late Charles Baber owned a
farm adjoining the cemetery and upon his death he bequeathed
this farm to the trustees of Trinity Episcopal church for cemetery purposes. The mineral rights of the property have also
been deeded to the trustees, so that there is no danger of any
coal company ever undermining the property. The latter provision has induced many people not living in Pottsville to place
the remains of deceased relatives within its borders. Mr. Baber's
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trust has been faithfully performed and the cemetery, whi<^i has
been named after him, has become one of the most beautiful
Tliis is in large measure due to the
burial spots in the state.
tireless labor and the artistic ability of Mr. LJtlernial, who has
spared neither labor nor skill in his efforts to beautify the

grounds. To Mr. and Mrs. Uttermal have been born two sons
and two daughters. Percy, one of the .sons, has been employed
by W. G. Payne, a well known florist, for the past four years and
is now one of the foremen in the establishment, and Edward, the
other son, is married. The daughters, Agnes and Virgie, are at
home. In religious matters the family are all identified with the
English Lutheran church. Fraternally Mr. Uttermal is as.sociated with the Knights of the Golden Eagle and the Improved
Order of Red Men. Pie is a fine example of the self made man
and his life is one well worthy of emulation.
Veith, Charles A., M. D., a regular practicing physician and surgeon in Pottsville, is a native of Ashland, Schuylkill county. Pa.,
where he was born Aug. 22, 1874. He is a son of John and Anna
M. (Hartman) Veith, the former of whom was born in Bavaria,
Germany, in 1838, and the father of whom was born in Prussia, in
Charles A. Veith received his elementary education in
1844.
the public schools, and was graduated from the high school in
He was graduated at the UniPottsville with the class of 1891.
versity of Pennsylvania in 1894, receiving the degree of Doctor
of Medicine, and was graduated from Johns Hopkins university
He then entered upon a professional career which has
in 1896.
been successful, even beyond his most sanguine hopes. Dr.
Veith is allied with the leading- professional societies of the state
and county, and makes an effort to keep fully abreast of the'
onward march of his profession. He has never held official positions except of a professional character, but served as deputy
county coroner and as physician to the Out Door Relief Society.
In political views he is a Democrat and in religious faith a Roman

,

Catholic.
He was married June 12, 1900, to Miss Agnes J.,
daughter of P. J. and Elizabeth McGorman. The only child born
to this union is Master John C, a little gentleman of five years.
The doctor gives his undivided attention to his professional
work, and is not interested in fraternal organizations of any kind.
Wachter, Rudolph, is one of the substantial business men of Yorkville, where he conducts one of the leading meat markets of the borough, and he is held in unqualified esteem in the community, where he
has at all times stood as a type of sterling citizenship. Mr. Wachter
is a native of Wiirtemberg, Germany, where he was born, Jan. 16,
1846, and he is a son of John and Clementina (Riede) Wachter, both
of whom passed their entire lives in the fatherland. Mr. Wachter was

afforded the advantages of the excellent schools of his native land,
and at the age of sixteen years he began an apprenticeship at the
butcher's trade, in connection with which he traveled about his own
country, as well as in Switzerland and France, as a journeyman
butcher, being thus engaged for a period of six years and becoming
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In iW'K. apprcciatiyc of the su|)erior aclthe rnitol States, he immiKratnl t«> this cmintry
He lualeil in I'ottsvillc.
aiul made Selnislkill county his deslination.
where he worked at his trade as a journeyman atnuit twn years, anil
He conducteil the same
in 1871 l>c o|icned a meat market of his own.
unlit 1877. when he removed to the city of l'hiladel|>liia. where he wa.s

an expert

in his vocation.

vanlajfcs

a(T'>rilcil in

cnnaRed

in the

same

line of enterprise for the ensuin^j ten years.

In

where he was employed in the Seltzer
packing house for three years, since which time he has
mamtained his home in Yorkville. where he now controls a
lilx-ral and re|iresenlativc jiatronage and where he has a model meat
market in a most eliRihle hnration. He is a Democrat in his jKilitical
adherency and served seven years as a meinlKr of the Iwrou^jh council,
and three years as chief hurpess. ever e.xcrcisinp mature judjjment and
<liscrimination in the discharge of his official iluties and having; closely
at heart the material and civic welfare of his home town and county.
He and his family are comnumicants of the (icrman ("atholic church,
an«l he is a memlK-r of tlie local ortranization of the iennan .Mechanics,
May 15. 1870,
of which he has heen president for fourteen years.
Mr. W'achter was miited in marriapc to Miss Mapilalena ^'castadt,
Kit7,el) Ycastadt. oi Yorkville, this
daughter of John and I'arhara
Mr.
county, whither they came froni Hesse-Darmstadt, (iermany.
and Mrs. W'achter became the parents nf ten children, of whom ciRht
are living
t.eorge, .MlHTt, Ijnma. Rudolph, Jr.. I'.ertha. ("athcrinc.
William and I.co. Bertha is now the wife of Harry E. Dolan, of
iK.'W

he returned to

I'ottsvillc.

t

(

—

^'o^kville.

Wagner, Charles C,

of Frackvillc, Pa., in

which

city he ranks

foremost and most enterprising citizens, was born in
Alsace Lorraine, I'rance. .Aug. 2, 1845. *"'' ''' ^ ''"" "^ Henry and
Sophia
Kline) Wagner, the former of whom was a native of Germany. In 184.^ Henry Wagner removed to St. .\voir. France, where
he was superintemlent of a distillery until 1841), when be returned to
Prussia and with bis brother-in-law, Jacob .^nyder. conductefl a stone
quarry which furnished the stone for the building of the famous bridge
over the Saar river at Saarbrucken.
This business was continued
until the fall of 1850. when Mr. Wagner immigratcfl with his family
to the L'nitcd States and located at Tumbling Run. Schuylkill county,
where he was engaged in superintending the Schuylkill \'alley railroad between Midrlleport anfl Tuscarora until 1872. While engaged
in this work he purchased a farm of seventy-two acres at Tumbling
Run. and this was operated by his children while he was engaged in
his railway duties.
In 1872 he removed to Frackvillc and purchased
a number of town lots, on which he erected substantial buildings. He
continued to reside there until his death, in July. 1801, at the age of
eighty-four years. He was a man of great business acumen and was
a zealous worker in and an ardent member of the Lutheran church,
in which organization he had at various times held all the executive
offices.
Mr. Wagner was twice married, his first wife having been
Margaret, a daughter of Cr-nrad Kline, of Gucttingen. Germany, who
as one

i>i

(

the
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bore him two children Catherine, \viio married Engclbcrt Sanncr,
and Henry C, both of whom were liorn in i'russia. She died in 1843,
at the age' of twenty-seven years, and Mr. Wagner led to the altar her
sister, Sophia Kline, and they hecame the parents of these childrenCharles C, the immediate subject of this review, and William C,
Wagner was reared
Caroline, Reinhart A., and Augustus. Charles
in Schuylkill county from the age of five years and was educated in
At the age of thirteen he lost three
the public schools of the day.
fingers of his left hand while em])loycd about the mines, and later he
served an apprenticeship of three and one-half years at the tailor's
When the
trade, in the shop of Charles Dcnsinger, of Middleport.
somber cloud of war called for the defenders of the Union, our subject was one of the gallant boys who donned a suit of blue and went
forth to brave the hardships of that most memorable of civil wars, the
war between the states. Sept. '12, 1862, he enlisted in Company B,
19th infantry, and he was honorably discharged at the expiration of
Feb. 22, 1863, he re-enlisted, in Company
his three months' service.
He took
I, 48th Pennsylvania, and served until the close of the war.
part in many of the severe engagements of the war, among which may
be mentioned the battle of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania Court House,
Cold Harbor, White Oak Swamp, Petersburg, and the siege of Petersburg. He was wounded in the right leg at B'ort Hill, on Apr. 2, 1865,
and was honorably discharged from the service at Harrisburg, Pa.,
in June, 1865.
On his return home he took up the peaceful battle of
life with the same characteristic courage which had dominated his
He entered the tailoring
actions in the nerve-wrecking time of war.
business at Mahanoy City, Pa., where he remained until 1876, after
which, with his brother, William C., he was engaged for two years in
conducting a butcher shop at Gilberton, this county. They then returned to Mahanoy City, where they were engaged in the same business until 1881, when they located in Frackville and conducted the
business under the firm name of W^agner Bros, until 1894, when the
This association continued until 1898, when
firm was reorganized.
the subject of this sketch became the sole proprietor, and he conducted the business most successfully until Sept., 1906, when he disposed of it to his sons, who have since continued it under the name of
Wagner's Sons. This is the largest concern of the kind in the county
outside of the city of Pottsville. Mr. Wagner maintains a deep interest in his old comrades in arms, as is vouched for bv his membership
in John S. Meredith Post, No. 485. Grand Army of the Republic, of
Frackville. He is a firm supporter of the principles of the Republican
party, in whose ranks he is an active worker, having served as a mem-

C

ber of the borough council of Frackville for nine years, and as a member of the school board for three consecutive terms. He is a man of
sterling worth and integrity and is always to be found among the
foremost in promoting matters that pertain to the public welfare^ He
is one of Frackville's most enterprising citizens, and bv upright dealings and sagacious business acumen he has earned a competency. He
is interested in many business and financial industries, being connected

—
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tht- lVmi>.\lv;ima l.iintbcr Company of Somh Carolina, tlic Scott
I.ninlHT C(Mn|>any of lU-nnctlsvillo. S. C, tlic Cliiroan and I'.inncttsvillc railnsid ol Stnitli (.'amlina. ami is a stiKklioldor in ami a director
I'.oth he and his family
of the I'irst National lank of 1-rackvillc. I'a.
l*ch. 22. 1S70. Mr. Wagner
arc mcmlKTs of the l.ntlu-ran church.

with

married Susannah, a ilauKl'Icr of John and .\iiclina llartcr) Ocrthcr.
of Mincrsvillc. Schuylkill county, her father iK-ing a native of Al.sacc
This union
Ijirraine, l-'rance. and her mother of Schuylkill county.
Claude (deceased), Kdith,
has Ihhmi blessed with seven chiUlren
(

Henry

A., l-.veline.

William

(.'..

Mary and

Carl.

and well known citizen of GirardIn i84<) he was
ville. was l>orn in (iiessen. tiermany. May 29, !84<).
brouRht to America by his parents, who located in I'liiladelphia and
remained there tlirouRJiout the remainder of their lives. Major Wagner is a son of Louis and Christina ( I'lerp) Wagner, natives of GicsLouis Wagner
sen, Germany, where the former was Imrn in i^<o8.
learned the shoemaker's trade in his native coimtry. and followed that
busiuess as a manufacturer or dealer throughout a long and active
The parents of Major
lifetime.
He died in Philadelphia in 1S83.

Wagner, Emil C.

a i)rnminent

Wagner bail a family of live sons
of whom are variously located in

daughters, the .survivors
Pennsylvania and elsewhere. The
subject of this article was educated in the public schools of IMiiladelphia. and learneil the machinist's trade with the firm of William Sellers & Co.. in that city.
lie worked at his trade until iW)". when he
accepted a clerkship in the employ of the I'hila<lelphia &TrentoTi Railroad (."ompany, which jwsition he resigned in i8<io to acce])t a more
lucrative and rcsixmsible one as assistant superintendent of the Girard
estate in Columbia and Schuylkill counties. This position be has held
continuously up to the present time, .\ftcr his appointment he located
at Girardville and he soon became identified with the business affairs
of the borough, which was to continue his home for .so long a period.
He was at once recognized as a leading spirit in business and social
affairs.
He has been an active worker in the promotion of almost
every feature of local development, whether large or small, and has
long since been recognized as a public-spirited and valued citizen.
He was a leading spirit in the organization of the First National bank
of Girardville. in 1890. and has been its president since that time. He
was active in the organization of the Girardville Gas Company and is

now

anti four

treasurer.
Major Wagner was elected a member of the first
Ijoard organized in Girardville after the incorporation of the
village as a borough, in 1870. and has always manifested a great inits

.school

having been a member of the local school
board almost continuously for twenty-five years or more.
He has
also served several terms as president of the Schuylkill county school
directors' conventions.
He was active in securing the establishment
of the state hospital for injured persons, at Fountain Springs, served
twenty years as secretary of the board of directors of that institution,
and is now the treasurer of it also. In military affairs the major has
been equally active and zealous. He was a prominent figure in the 8th
terest in educational affairs,

HKJGKAlMlIi'AL
regiment,

National Guard of Pennsylvania,

ol.'J

in

Girardvillc,

in

vvliich

he served as captain of Company F for a number of years, and afterward
as a major in tlie regiment. He was always foremost in ijromoting the
Major
interests of the organization during his connection therewith.
Wagner was a member of the American Institute of Engineers, and
served many years as surveyor of the borough in whicli he lives. In
political affiliations the major is an uncompromising Republican, and

He is active
wields a potent influence in the councils of his party.
in the Masonic fraternity, having attained exalted standing in the councils of that time-honored organization. He has served
as division commander of the Knights Templars in Schuylkill county,
and is a member of the Philadel]jhia Consistory, y\.ncient Accepted
Scottish Rite.
He has held active membership in the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows for more than thirty-five years, has passed all
the principal official stations in that organization, and at present is
senior trustee of the grand lodge and president of the Odd Fellows'
orphans' home near Sunbury.
In March, 1869, he was united in
marriage to Margaret H., daughter of John and Sarah Kerr, of Philadelphia.
Two children blessed this union Charles W. is a civil and
mining engineer, and Christine L. is the wife of Capt. J. F. Barnhard.
Mrs. Wagner died in 1893.
In Oct., 1895, Major Wagner
married Miss Laura E., only daughter of Jacob Ulmer, of Pottsville,
Pa.
Wagner, John F., shipping clerk of the Tamaqua Manufacturing Company, at Tamaqua, was born in that city on July 19, 1861.
He is a son of Michael and Rebecca (Billman) Wagner, the latter
of whom died in June, 1894, at the age of fifty-nine. She was an
active and earnest worker in the United Brethren church. The father
for many years conducted a baggage-transfer business in Tamaqua
and is now retired, making his home with a daughter, Mrs. Walters.
The other members of the family are George W. and Harry, both
firemen Samuel P. and Benjamin F. Lavina, now Mrs. J. C. Walters, of Tamaqua
Sarah J., Mrs. George F. Beerman, a resident of
Birdsboro, Pa.
Louise, formerly the wife of Frederick Stirk, and
after his death Mrs. Heisler
and Miss Clara, a trained nurse in
charge of one of the wards of the Pottsville hospital. John F. Wagner acquired his educational advantages in the Tamaqua schools and
his first employment was in picking slate at Coal Dale.
This labor
occupied him for eight months and then he accepted, in May, 1876,
a position in the freight house of the Philadelphia & Reading railroad.
After eight years of service he resigned to become a brakeman, and in a year and a half was promoted to freight conductor.
From this position he returned to the freight office and he served as
collector and bill clerk for a period of twelve years.
The last position he held in the freight office was that of chief clerk, but after ten
months of service ill health compelled his resignation. July 12, 1897,
he accepted his present position with the Tamaqua Manufacturing
Company, with which he has since been continuouslv identified. His
especial duty is really in assisting the general manager. C. E. Christ.
33— Vol. II
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In ihc political circles of llic city Mr. Warner is well known,
lie
has been the incnnilKnt vi the office of justice of the |>eacc in his
ward and for three years held the oftice of auditor. May i, i8W>,
Mr. Warner was united in marriage to Mi>s Arucs A. liurkey, a
'raina<|(ta a;id a daii(.;lilir of RciiIkh IJnrkcy.
After Mr.
death hi."* widow married again, In-ing now the widow of
\\ dliam r. Davis, and mainiainini; her home in rhiladelphia.
.Mrs.
Wagner is one vi six children lour daughters and two sons. Ity
her marriage to Mr. Wagner she is the mother of two sons, Xorman
Paul and liarl John, both learning the trade of machinist. The family are all members of the Lnitcd I*.rethren church, and .Mr. W.ngner
is idcntiticd with the Indeiiendcnt Drdcr of .\mericans.
lie is a man
of much inventive genius, and on M.iy ii, uyHi, the govcrnnu-nt
granted him a patent on an aiitomatic car-onpler of his own invention.
Besides this he is part owner, with James H. Weston, of the
Tamaqua Manufacturing Company, of a patent granted July 24,
l<)o6, on a soldering iron.
Wagner, Samuel P., traveling salesman for the Bergcr-Crittcndcn Milling Company, of Milwaukee, Wis., for the eastern ]»ortion of Peimsylvania and West \irginia. makes his home in Tamaqua. where he was born on May 15. 1872. .\ hit of his familv history
may be gathered from the sketch of John 1-". Wagner, a brother.
Samuel P. Wagner was graduated at the Tamaqua high school in
the class of 1889 and suljscquently went into the employ of !•". R. Culp
as bookkeeper and solicitor. He remained with Mr. Culp some seven
years, until the death of the latter. Then Mr. W.igner was for three
years connected with the Wabash .Milling Company, leaving the employ of that company to accept a position tendered him by the Minneapolis Flour Manufacturing Company, of Minneapolis, in iS*/).
The subsequent merging of the latter firm with the Northwestern
Consolidated Milling Company left Mr. Wagner without a position,
but he soon accepted the responsible one which he now holds.
He
is deeply interestetl in the public welfare and has the unique distinction of being the youngest man ever elected to a position on the
board of school directors of Tamaqua. He was elected for a second
term, but resigned when he removed from the ward. During two of
his three years of service he was secretary of the board.
On Jan.
20. 1895, ^Ir- W'agner was united in marriage to Miss Emma I^lizabeth Fox, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Fox, of Tamafjua.
Two children have blessed this union, Erma Xaoma and Paul Lerov,
The family are affiliated with the Presbyterian church. Mr. Wagner is regarded as one of the substantial, thorough business men of
I

—

tlie city.

Walters. Clarence E., one of the leading young bu.sincss men of
Tamaqua. where he is engaged in the real-estate and insurance business, was born in that city on July 19, 1878.
He is a son of William
and .-Mice (Lloyd) Walters, the former a native of Schuvlkill county
and the latter of Wales. The fatlier was a member of' the firm o'f
Henry Walters' Sons, iron workers, and was borough councilman
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His death occurred fin July 19, 1894. Idis widow is still
an honored resident of Tamaqiia. Of the ten children
William J., the eldest, lives in Tamaqua and is a masix survive.
chinist employed by the Philadelphia & Reading railway; Emma is
the wife of William F. Barton, Jr., a resident of South Bethlehem
Anna M. is the wife of Rev. C. H. Higginson, a minister of the PrimHarry H.
itive Methodist faith, in charge of a church at Scranton
is a real-estate dealer and insurance agent at Akron. Ohio; Clayton
L. is employed as a machinist for the Philadelphia & Reading railroad at Tamaqua; Maria, Mrs. William Dennison, died at the age of
twenty-one Alice passed away when she reached the same age
Katherine died in infancy; and Samuel H., who was an invalid all
for a term.

living,

and

is

;

;

The subject of this sketch redied in his thirty-first year.
the scholastic training afforded by the schools of Tamaqua,
graduating from the high school in the class of 1894. Subsequently
he completed a commercial course and became an employe of the
Philadelphia & Reading railroad, as messenger in their telegraph
office in Tamaqua.
His idea was to learn telegraphy, and after a
year he had mastered the science and left his position to accept a
more lucrative one in the office of S. Livingston, as bookkeeper. The
latter position he held for about eight years, and thereafter he was
engaged in the same capacity by the H. A. Weldy Powder Company.
In May, 1905, he embarked in his present line of business, in which
he has since been most successfully engaged. That Mr. Walters is
well known and that he is highly esteemed are evidenced by his election to the office of borough auditor. After serving one term he was
elected for another, but he resigned the position in March, 1906, to
become borough councilman. In the council his ability and capacity
are recognized, for besides being chairman of the finance committee,
he is a member of the light, water and police committees. On Aug.
16, 1899, Mr. Walters was united in marriage to Miss S. A. Woods,
a native of Tamaqua and a daughter of J. H. and S. (Eisenhuth)
Woods. Mr. Woods is a member of the firm of Bond & Woods. To
Mr. and Mrs. Walters have been born three children William W.,
The family are members of the
J. Hilton and Clarence Arthur.
Primitive Methodist church, and J\'Ir. Walters is the treasurer of the
board of trustees and assistant superintendent of the Sunday school.
Aside from his religious work in the church Mr. Walters is actively
interested in the work of the Young Men's Christian Association,
and was one of the charter members of the Tamaqua branch. He is
now a member of the board of directors of that institution and chairman of the religious work committee, besides being one of the board
of trustees. His fraternal associations are with the Tamaqua Lodge,
No. 238, Free and Acecepted Masons, in wdiich he is junior master
of ceremonies at the present time.
his

life,

ceived

all

—

Ward, Rev. Francis M., pastor of the Church of Immaculate.
Conception at Tremont, was born at Frankford, Philadelphia. Apr.
10, 1867, a son of Bernard Joseph and ]\Iary L. (LaffertsO Ward.
The father was born in Preston, England, and had the unique dis-

Slfl
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tincliun of bcinK ihc younRcst soldier in the I'-iiKli^li army iliiriiiK the
war. lie cainc to America in 1H58 ami dnrinn the war i>f ihc
:i
he enlere«l the service as a private i)f Coitipaiiy A. 40th
"<" s'^rved in the y\
I'rnnsylvania vohmleer militia. July i, lW>.V
I'hilailelphia. and 2<\ liriKade, ist division, dcSnM|iiehaiuia. dnrin^ the invasion of the north hy
the army of Northern \irginia. lie was nuistered out Aug. 16. i8<j3,
He re-entered the service
at the expiration of his term of service.
as a private of Con>|>any K. i.zth Maryland volunteer infantry, July
28, iW«4.
He served in tlu- defenses of Baltimore. 8lh corps, middle
tiepartmeni, and was nuislereil nut Nov. 8. i8/>4, at tlie expiration of
He again entered the service as a moinlH-r of
his term of service.
Comiwny I. nth Pennsylvania volunteer cavalry. .\pr. 7. iS/15. and
was nnistered out .\ug. 20. i8<i3, at the close of the war. .\fter his
return home he foII'»wed his trade of weaver, and in the year 1869
The first one was woven in his
lie invented the Ttirkish bath-towel.
Meloved by
home. 4JOI Paul street. Krankl'ord. Piiilailelpliia. Pa.
all who knew him. he died on July j6. kkm, at the age of sixty-seven

hriRaile. tlefen>e'i of

ixirtnient of the

and was buried in St. Oominicks cemetery. Holmesburg, Pa.
The mother, who makes her home with her son in Iremont, was

years,

l-rankford, Philadelphia, Pa., ami although she has reached
the three score and ten mark she is still vigorous and hearty. Father
Ward is the older of the two survivors of a family of five children.
The other is Edward M.. receiving teller of the Second National
bank of I'rankfonl. Phila<lelpliia. where he has Wen employed for
.\niia and I'ergus died in infancy and Corthe past fifteen years,
The subject of
nelius, a machinist, passed away at the age of thirty.
this sketch received a preliminary education in the common and
Catholic parochial schools of Frankford, Philadelphia, and then
learned the weaver's trade.
After being engaged in that lalxtr for
five years, on Aug. 30, 1884, he entered the Catholic seminary at
' A'erbnxik,
and after an attendance there of ten years he was orciained to the Catholic priestho<id, on May 10, \^)\.
His first charge
was as an assistant at the Church of ( )ur Mother of Sorrows in
Philadelphia, where he served from May 26 to Sept. 21, i8o4- After
a rather short and temporary assignment as assistant in St. Joseph's
church in Downingtown. Pa., he was sent as assistant to St. Catherine's congregation in Wayne. Delaware county, and he had the honor
of celebrating the first mass in the church edifice which he in part
was intluential in building at that place. Two years after his arrival
at Wayne he was apjiointed pastor of the Church of Saints Peter and
Paul at Tower City. Pa. His stay there was from Dec. 7. 1896, to
Apr. 24, 1901, and in the time he cleared the parish debt, bought the
ground for, built and paid for the parish house, remodeled the church
and cleared it of debt. From Tower City he came to Tremont as assistant pastor to the Rev. John J. McDevitt, and upon the latter's death,

iKini in

on June

His parish comprises
4, 1901. he succeeded to the pastorate.
a district of fifteen square miles. Since assuming the charge Father
Ward has raised the debt on the Church of the Immaculate Concep-
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remodeled the same, has secured the ground and has Iniilt and
for
the Church of Our Lady of tiie Snow at Keffer's within his
paid
parish.
He is much heloved by his parishioners and held in high esteem by the ])eople of the community, irrespective of creed or faith.
Waters, Thomas C, tinner, jilumber and gasfitter at ShenanHis
doah, was born at St. Clair, Schuylkill county, Dec. 2, 1849.
tion,

parents both died when he was quite young and he was reared by
grandparents, Watkin and Dinah (Jones) Waters, natives of
South Wales. In 1852 they left their native land, with their three
children, for America, and after a tempestuous voyage of nine months,
Mr. Walin which they were shipwrecked, reached Halifax, N. S.
ters received a cash premium for his wife and each child, as was the
custom then for any one immigrating to this country and bringing
From Halifax the family came to
his family with him at the time.
Later they settled
Philadelphia, where they arrived in April, 1853.
He
at Five Points, where the gTandfather engaged in mining.
opened the iron mines at "the tunnel," near St. Clair, and held a
lease on a large tract of iron ore lands, his ore being sold to the AtThomas C.
kins iron works at Pottsville and the St. Clair furnace.
Waters began his business career when a mere boy in John Gathers'
foundry and machine shop at St. Clair. In the time of the Civil war
he was one of the most popular drummer boys of Schuylkill county,
stirring up the patriotism of the "Boys in Blue" as he escorted them
to Pottsville on their way to the front, and in company with Samuel
Shatifer, a fifer, he beat the solemn dirge over the remains of those
who were sent home for burial. He finally left the machine shop to
enter the 100 days' service, as a drummer boy in the Andrew Curtin
Guards, of St. Clair, a company named in honor of the governor and
commanded by Gapt. John Steel, familiarly known as "Scotty" Steel.
His grandfather would permit him to enter the army only on the
condition that Captain Steel would promise to see that he returned
home at the expiration of the term of service. The company broke
up in a wrangle at Harrisburg, and the captain insisted upon his
But "Tommy" felt
return to St. Clair, according to the agreement.
it to be a disgrace that his company had not completed its term of
enlistment, so he immediatelv left St. Clair and went to Shenandoah,
about the time the mines were opened there by J. O. Roads and his
associates.
Henry Horncastle, who married an aunt of Tomnn-'s, a
daughter of Watkin Waters, was superintendent over the machinerv
and outside workings, and it was with him that young Waters found
a home. For a time, before the colliery was ready for business, he
was engaged in carrying milk from St. Glair to his aunt, as no milk
wagons were then running in Shenandoah. Once a week he would
ride on the old "Hercules"' engine to the head of the grade at Frackville, and then walk from there to Shenandoah, carrying a two gallon
can of milk. When the colliery opened he found employment as a
driver boy in the old No. i drift, where he worked until he began
serving his apprenticeship as gunsmith, in 1865, in St. Clair. "He
finished learning his trade in Shenandoah, and in 1872 he started in

his

;
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Snl)se<|iieiitly
he removed to llucks
Iniiinrs'- there for himself.
county, where lie remained alxMit seven years, when he reliirned to
Shenaniloah, where he still comliictit a successful estahlishment. .Soon
after coming to this place, during the war, Jonathan Wasley. general
superintendent for Roads & Co.. asked him to bring his dnim froni
St. Llair to play for a military company that was Ixing orgam/.e<l.

A little later Thomas CamplH-ll, a fifer. came to Shenandoah, and he
and Mr. Waters formed, so far as is known, the first fife anil druni
Iwnd in the state. Later Mr. Waters joined the ierman band, which
was a prominent nnisical organization for many years. Watkin H.
Waters, a son of Watkin and Dinah Waters, was a veteran of the
(

Civil war. serving first as a three months' volunteer, then in Capt.
Cloud White's company in the 3d Pennsylvania cavalry, in which he
re-enlisted for three years. Iieing mustered out with his regiment

Xo. 146, of Shenandoah, is named
in the army during the Mexican war. and it is related that on the return of the regiment to Pottsville. when each company was ordered to march in its place, Mr.
llorncastic marched alone in the middle of tlic street, the only surMr. Waters is a member and trustee of the
vivor of his company.
First Congregational church, to which denomination his grandmother
belonged, his grandfather having been a Baptist.
In his pfilitical
Opinions he is a Republican, though he votes for those whom he
deems Iksi qualified for the office in local matters. June 15. 1X67,
Mr. Waters married Miss .Anna Margaret Sherman, and to this union
after the
in

war

closed.

Henry

his honor.

were

\\'atcrs Post,

llorficastlc

l)orn eight children, five of

Thomas W.,

is

was

whom

arc

still

living.

The

eldest,

an actor, author of several plays, and an expert pian-

Harvey is in the .same business as his father and is a fine cornet
player: Lucretia \'. is the wife of Charles Bartktt. of Philadelphia,
is an excellent pwrformer on the
piano, and
has three children
Cliarlcs n. is a member of the 30th battery. United States amiy field
artillery, and is stationed at Fort Snelling. Minn.
and W. Harry is
an apprentice with his father. The mother of these children died
March -?8. 1902. and on Aug. 10 of the same year Mr. Waters was
united in marriage to Mary Treon.
To this marriage were born
three children, only one of whom. Robert Roosevelt, born Oct. 20,
1003. is living. Mr. Waters had a half-sister and a half-brother. The
sister was burned to death at Girardville in 1869, and the brother is
now living in Philadelphia.
Weaver, Edward E., junior member of the firm of Daniel W'eavcr & Son, contractors and builders, was born May 5. 1870, in Tamaqua, Pa., where he is now engaged in business. He is a son of
Daniel and .Vngeline CFrantz) Weaver. His father, who was a carpenter and contractor, was born in Lehigh county, but came to
Tamaqua in the early "605 and established himself in the planing
mill business with Jonathan Alspach. under the firm name of Weaver
& .'\lspach. Later Edward E. Weaver and Isaac Z. Haldeman purchased .Alspach's half interest and the firm became Weaver, Son &
Haldeman. thus remaining that until 1902. Daniel Weaver died on

ist;

;
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He was not at all interested in ij<jlitics, and was a
of Trinity Reformed church; his widow is still living, as
Elizaare their three children: Alvin TL, Edward E. and IClizabeth.
beth is now the widow of William Reinhart and is the mother of a
daughter, Helen. Edward E. Weaver attended the jnililic schools of
Tamaqua, and after he finished his work there he learned the paintIn the winter, when
er's trade, doing carriage and house painting.
Apr. 26, 1906.

member

painter's

work was

slack,

he drove a one-horse lumber wagon for his
become a carpenter. After serving a full

father and finally decided to

apprenticeship he worked at the trade for a time, and on March 4,1894,
he entered into a partnership with his father and Isaac Z. Ilaldeman,
under the firm name of Weaver, Son & Haldeman. This continued
until 1902, when Edward E. Weaver purchased Mr. Haldeman's interest in the business, whereupon the firm name of Daniel Weaver &
Son was adopted. Since the father's death he has had the full management of the establishment. The firm does the largest mill business, besides its retail and wholesale lumber and building-supply
business, of all concerns in the county.
June i, 1907, Edward E.
Weaver purchased the estate's interest in the business of Daniel
Weaver & Son and the business is now carried on under the firm
name of Edward E. Weaver. On Jan. 25, 1894, Mr. Weaver married
Miss Mary Trewren, daughter of George and Mary (Edmonds)

Trewren, who resides in Watertown,
Weaver have been born two children

Conn.

—Daniel

The

father

mother

is

a

To Mr. and Mrs.
Mary Irene.

E. and

a member of the Trinitv Reformed church and the
member of the Methodist Episcopal congregation. Mr.

is

is identified with the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks, the Sons of America, and the Improved Order of Red Men.
Weiser, Franklin P., the capable division engineer of the Philadelphia & Reading Goal and Iron Gompany, with headquarters at
Ashland, was born in Minersville, this county, Aug. 7, 1852. He is a
son of Moses and Catherine (Schenck) Weiser, both natives of Berks
county and both descendants of old Pennsylvania families. The parents came to Schuylkill county in 1846 and located at Minersville,
where the father was an undertaker and cabinet-maker until his death,
which occurred in the winter of 1874. The mother departed this life
in 1880.
Of the ten children born to the parents seven grew to maturity, of whom the subject of this sketch is the youngest.
The names
of the others are:
Edward S., Frederick Alexander. George W.,
James M., Theodore (who was a soldier in the Union armv in the
Civil war and died in Libby prison), and Isabel (widow of Washington Littledales).
Franklin P. Weiser received all the educational
advantages afiforded by the Minersville public schools and studied
mining engineering- under W. R. Symons, of Pottsville, from 1872 to
His first employment under the Philadelphia & Reading Goal
1879.
and Iron Gompany began as transit man, in March, 1879, '" Ashland,

Weaver

where he has remained ever since. In 1883 he was made resident
engineer at Ashland, in 1892 was made assistant engineer, and in 1904
was promoted to division engineer, the responsible position which he
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now

Dec. 14. i88a. Mr. Wciscr inarric*! Miss Martlia IjiiuIcWilliam ami l.miisc WnisMur I^in<lcfcKI. of .\sh-

hol«l».

(cUI, a «laiiRlucr o(

To

laml.

llti.*

)

(

union

ha-^ Ik-ch liorn t»nc .latinhii-r.

l-lorencc

M.

The

Tolilfamily arc nicmlicrs of the rrcsbvtcrian church of ,\«.hlaii.l.
is
hel<l oftice.
lie
never
has.
hut
Republican,
i.*
a
Wciwr
ically Mr.
ppjiiiinent in Ma.oonic circles. I»cin}j a nieinlier of Ashland l-o<lKe. No.
MaM.iis Prince of Peace
j«>4. (".riscom Chapter. No. JUt. Royal ,\rch
;

Knights Templars an<l the .\ncient ,\rabic
Other orKanizatinns in which
t)rilcr. Nobles of tlie Nly.stic Shrine.
he claims nu-mlicrship arc the Royal .\rcainim aii>i the .Xshlanfi hMlge
of the Benevolent an«l I'rotective Order of Klks. lie i-< known ihrouRhout the conntv fnr hi-; ability, his inteprity, and his public spirit.
Wcissinger. George. & Brother.— This well known and prosperous busniess tirin represents one <if the leadinp inclu-^tries of Pottsville. now operateil bv the brothers, (leorpe and Harry Weissinper.
The firm title is
.sons of the founder, the late I.. W. Weissinper.
lieorpe Weissinper & Urother, and they are cNtensive dealers in stock
C"oninian«ler\

.

N<>.

.V).

and butchers' supplies, but
and packing, shipping and

:

their principal business is in slauphtcrinp
selling the prtxiucts of the large institu-

The father of the subjects of this article was born in WiirtemHe was a son of Casper and Catherbcrg. ("lermany. .\pr. 2*1. 18,^7.
.At the age of
Seipel) Wcissinger. natives of Wiirtemberp.
ine
aNmt sixteen years. I,. W. Wcissinger came alone to .\merica an<l
liKated. temp«:>rarily. at Readinp. Pa., where he was employed for a
He
short time as a lalxirer on the canal, at eighty-one cent> a day.
arrived in Minersville. Scluiylkill county, on Thanksgiving day. i^'.i^.v
and was there employed by Conrad Seltzer, in the butchering business,
His
for a period of four months, at a monthly salary of five dollars.
next field of lakir was in the employ of John Moscr. at a meat market
in Pott-ville.
He remained with Mr. Moser almut two years, and was
in the employ of Lewis StotTregen for a few months, but up to this
time he had never received to exceed fmirteen dollars per month. Mr.
Weissinper was employed by Jacob Rhoads. at Schuylkill Haven, for
tion.

(

On Apr. i
fifteen months, leaving his employ in March, 1857.
of that year the fimi of Keifer & Wcissinger was formed, and they
opened a meat market in Schuylkill Haven, this beinp Mr. Weissin.\ftcr nineteen
ger's first venture in business on his own account,
months of prosp>erous business Mr. Keifer retired, and Nov. i. 1850.
Mr. Weissinper established a market of which he was the sole (>rf>prietor. and which he conducted successfully until 1865. in which
year he discontinued the slauphterinp business and turned his attenThis was the nucleus to the large business
tion to dealing in cattle.
now conducted by the sons. The father began this business on a comparativelv small scale, being limited in means, and the growth and
progress of the venture were due to his business sagacity, couplefl with
long familiarity with the details of the trade. P.y rlegrces the enterprise was placed in the foremost rank of similar institutions in the
His stock yards anrl feeding pens were established at Pottsstate.
^nlle. as at present, and a trade of from $10,000 to Si 5.000 weekly was
some
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from 1859
VVliilc a resident of Schuylkill Haven
Weissinger invested all his savings in the stock of the

iiiuisual.

— Mr.
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In 1873, in company with
Direct Iron Company.
lie rented the plant, im])roving the works and
operating the business until 1874, when he purchased the entire busiHe enlarged the mill and conducted the business
ness enterprise.
until Jan., 1880, when he sold a two-thirds interest to George R.
Kaercher and C. F. Rahn. During the year following his purchase, in
1874, Mr. J. A. Medlar was a partner with Mr. Weissinger, but he
was sole owner and manager for about five years, during which time
In 1869 L. VV. Weissinger
the business was extremely prosperous.
purchased several tracts of land in the vicinity of Pottsville, and u]xjn
one of these farms the family home was established and large and
commodious buildings were erected, making one of the finest suburban estates in the county. L. W. Weissinger may very properly be
classed among the valued pioneers of Schuylkill county, since he inaugurated new industries and promoted enterprises conducive to the
Coming into the country a poor
general well-being in the community.
boy, entirely dependent upon his own resources, ignorant of the language and customs of the land, his achievement becomes all the more
commendable and praiseworthy. The life, character and success of
this honored citizen present a worthy object lesson to the aspiring,
struggling youth of to-day, and few there l^e who have not better
opportunities than he did.
Mr. Weissinger was married Aug. 26,
1858, the companion in his struggles for success being Miss Rebecca
Moyer, of Schuylkill Haven. This happy union was blessed with
eight sons and four daughters, all of whom lived to years of maturity.
Mr. Weissinger was a man of modest, unassuming manner, quiet and
unobtrusive.
He was a pronounced Democrat in his political faith,
but took but little part in political discussions, giving his undivided attention to his family and his business.
He never aspired to political
ot¥ices, but in common with the prominent men of his day bore his
share in the "burdens" of local office.
He was a man universally
esteemed for his sterling integrity and upright character. His death
occurred in May, 1903, and thus a valued and useful citizen was consigned to that aboae which awaits us all.
George A\'eissinger was
born Aug. 4, 1862, in Schuylkill Haven, and he has been closely
identified with the business founded by his father.
In Feb., 1897, he
and his brother Harry, assumed control of the slaughtering end of the
business.
He is a Democrat in politics, as is also his brother, and
both are able and popular business men. George is married and has
three children, and Harry, who was born Dec. 20, 1870, is married
and has one child.
Scluiyrkill

the late

Haven

(Hdeon Bast,

Wells, William Guy, a prominent attorney and counsellor-atlaw of Pottsville, was born in the town where he is now professionally
engaged, the date of his nativity having been March 7, 1859. He is
a son of William B. and Anna M. (Kram) Wells, the former of
whom was born in Susquehanna county, in 1822. The father was a
soldier in the Union army during the Civil war and from 1848 until

;
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tlic

timi- iif

The

\m

(Icaili. in

tiuitlicr dicil

in

iS«»f>.

i<;o.^.

was

al llic

a praiiicin^j atlnrm-v of I'niisvillc.

age of sixty-ciulu years.

fam-

Ilic

consisted of four sons anil a ilanghtcr. three of whom arc now
living.
The eldest. Iiard. a mining; enj;ineer by profession, died in
|8<)J. at the age of thirty-seven years, leaving hesides his widow two
children. Margery li. and William I!.. l)otli of whom are now grown
to maturity. Susan, the daughter, is the wife of Dr. ( ieorge I'. Whitney, a practicing physician of Orange. N. J.
t ieorge
K.. a civil engineer, died in Sept.. njo.S, leaving a wiili»w and a son, ( )|ivcr. I'rank,
the youngest, is a commis.sion agent of Philadelphia.
The sidijcct of
this sketch is the second chihl in order of hirtli.
He received such
educational advantage's as were otTercd hy the public schools of his
home Ijorough. ami then matriculated at Lafayette college, in ICaston,
ily

Mix graduation in that institution occurred in iSSo and for two
I'a.
years thereafter he was engaged in peilagogic work. Then he entered
his father's office and In-gan the study of law. being admitted to the
bar in 1886. Since that time he has Ikch continuously engaged in his
professional practice and has become a leading memlxT of the Schuylkill county Iwr.
His especial work is along the line <»f disputed titles
of land and in cases involving real-estate transactions.
Politically
Mr. Wells is indeiK-ndcnt. although lie generally votes the Republican
ticket, but he has never aspired to otTices of public trust.
His church
ciMmections are with the F,piscopal congregation, and be is a devout
communicant in the Pottsvillc parish of that denomination. His fraternal affiliations arc with but one lodge. Girard \o. 53. Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, of which he is a past grand.
has never
married.
The Wells family were among the early settlers of Connecticut, whence a portion of the descendants emigrateil to northern
Pennsylvania before the Revolution.
The family record also shows
a participation of some members in the Continental army in its operations in Xew Jersey and Pennsylvania, taking jiart. in the latter state,
in the battle of Wyoming.
Wenzel, John, member of the firm of Wcnzel Brothers, hotel
and restaurant |)roprietors at Tamarpia, was b<irn in Schuylkill county,
Feb. 12. 18/14.
He is a son of John and Susanna Korach) Wenzel.

He

(

The

father was a miner for more than thirfv vears prior to going into
the hotel business, which he followed until' his death. .Aug.
17. 1898,
at the age of si.\ty-four years.
His widow makes her home with

two
John and Martin, and although in her scvcntv-second vear is in
vigorous health. There were seven children in the familv. of whom
five survive.
Rebecca is the wife of C.eorge H. Winsel. of Tamaqua
George died at the age of thirty-two. and Catherine is deceased Lavina is the wife of Elmer P.ailey Kate is Mrs. William Sieltzer,
of
Pottsvillc; and Martin, the youngest, is associated
in business with
sons.

;

;

the subject of this sketch, who is the fourth of the children
in order
of birth.
John Wenzel received his earlv education in the public
schools of Tamaqua and then for a number of years was employed
on the coal breaker. When he became associated with his father in
the operation of the United States hotel he was still
quite voung. and
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Upon the father s
for a nunil)ci- of years ho was clerk in tlie hotel.
death the two sons took charge of the husiness and have heen at the
head of it since. The hostelry is to-day the best in the city, and it
ranks favorably with any in the state. Mr. Wenzel is a director in the
First National bank and in the local building and loan association,
and is treasurer of the Tamaqiia club and the Firemen's Relief association.
On Nov. II, 1896, he married Miss Flizabeth Krell, of
Tamaqua, a daughter of John and Mary Krell. Her father is deceased,
but her mother is still a resident of tlie homestead farm. Two children, one of whom died in infancy, blessed this marriage. The surviving child is Susannah M. Both Mr. and Mrs. Wenzel are memMr. Wenzel is also identified
bers of the German Lutheran church.
with the Masonic order, as a Shriner, with the Patriotic Order of the
Sons of America, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and
the American hose company.
Werntz, John F., a banker and financier of recognized ability
and a man who, by perseverence and frugality, has risen from tlie
lowly and more humble walks of life to a position of aflluence and
wealth in the borough of Pine Grove, was born in Pine Grove (now
Washington) township, Schuylkill county, Pa., Apr. 26, 1835. His
parents being in very moderate circumstances, his early opportunities
for education and intellectual culture were limited to poor schools,
and he had little opportunity to attend them, being obliged to assist
in weaving carpets, cloth and linens and to chop cord wood, from the
early age of six years to that of ten. During this time, with the assistance of a kind mother and by attending school for seventeen days,
he learned to read the German language quite well. At the tender
age of ten years he secured employment as a boat horse-driver on the
Union canal. Many were the hardships endured while thus employed
every twenty-four hours of work and a few hours of sleep made a
day, and thirty days a month, and the salary was four dollars a month.
This employment he followed for seven years, rising to the position
of captain of the crew when but fourteen years of age. While thus
employed during the summer season, he worked for farmers and
chopped cord wood during the winter, attending school when the
weather was too disagreeable to work. At the end of this time he
was engaged for one year in building locks and widening the canal.
Subsequently he apprenticed himself to the blacksmith trade for two
years.
During his apprenticeship he devoted his leisure moments to
study and cultivating his mind preparatory to entering the teacher's
profession, which he did in 1855, teaching school during the winter
months in this county, and working at his trade in the summer up to
i860, when he abandoned his trade of blacksmithing and followed
teaching exclusively for five years. From 1865 to 1886 he was employed as a traveling salesman in various lines, attaining more than
an ordinary degree of proficiency. About the year 1875, in connection with his business as a traveling salesman, he embarked in the
money brokerage business at Pine Grove, which he conducted successfully up to 1886, when the demands and necessity for local banking
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lie acfacilities were siicli that lie resolved uixm ii|H-tuii(; a l»ank.
ronliiiKly nierged ihis luisiness inio the I'iiie (irovc bank, a private
in.sliltilion which ite lias since (>|>eratc(l with a inarkcd licf^rcc of
l>cciiniary success to himself aiul full satisfaction to his patrons, and

whuh

fnrnislies convenient

citi/ens of I'inc

drove and

and satisfactory hankinf;
vicinity.

He

has a

ca|>itnl

In the
stock of alnnit

facilities

$150,000. which inchules a S.V'-'"*' iiivc^tnu-nt in real estate, lie does
I'or the last twelve
a H'^'iical hankinj;, loan and discount l)U>'inevs.
years a branch of this institution has Ikcii running at Treinout.
He
Hesides his realty in the Ixirough
is always interested in public afTair.s.
he is the owner of several valuable farms. In iW)3 Sir. W'erntz was
elected justice of the ixace, an<l he has filled that office for fifteen
consecutive years, with credit to himself and satisfaclinn to the citizens.
He has also served as lxirou(.;h treasurer for a nunibcr of years, and
Hurinj.; the Civil
has Ixen schtx^l treasurer for a number of years.
war lie was an active worker in behalf of the I'nion cause. Mrs.
Werntz was formerly Miss Catharine Mars, dauphter of William
and Marparet (Weaver) Mars. She is a member of the Lutheran
church, and her husband is a past officer in the Pine (irovc lodge of
tin- liid<|iendeiit ( >rder of (^dil Fellows.
Wharmby, Frank, jiroprietor of a first-class ho.stclry at Xuremln-rp. is a son of jojiu and Rebecca (Green) Wharmbv. and was
l>orn in Nottinpham.shire, Fnpland. on Nov. J4, i8^>o.
He is the only
son of a family of five, the others iK-inp Rosina. Lydia. Jemina and
Sadie, all of whom arc living except Lydia.
Mr. Wharmby had just
Ix'pun his scholastic work in the English .schools when he parents im-

migrated to the L'nited

.States, locating at r.iranlville in \H(t-.
Three
years later the family moved to (lowen and Mr. Wharmby. although
still a youngster, went to work in the breaker.
Slu)rtly afterward the
Wharmbys removed to Nuremberg, and the subject of this sketch
resumed his educational training. For a number of years he alternated between attending school in the winters and working in the
breakers during the summer, and when he was fifteen years of age
he went to dirardville, where he again obtained work as a breaker
boy. In 1881 he locatetd in Xuremberg and found em])loyment as a
miner, working for some two years as a conductor on one of the mine
locomotives.
When he left that work it was to start active training
for a foot race, and then he embarked in the hotel business in the Central hotel.
This hostelry is one of the best in the county and is especially noted for its wholesome and well prepared meals.
In politics
Mr. Wharmby is an ardent upholder of the tenets of the Republican
party, and he has been the recipient of many honors at the hands of
that party.
He is now serving his fourteenth year as tax collector,
is a member of the regular county committee, and has been a delegate
to each county convention for the past twelve years.
On Sept. t8.
1^4, was ceiebratcd Mr. Wharmby's marriage to Miss F.lizabeth
Winters.
Mrs. Wharmbv is one of a family of eight children, the
others being Isadora. Ella. Mattie, Cyrus, George H.. Wayne and
Uriah, all living with the exception of Cyrus and Uriah. To ^fr. and

:
;
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Mrs. Whannljy liavc Ix-cii l)i)ni five cliil'li-cii— I'.crtlia May, Ray, Reta,
The family are attctidaiUs of tlic Rvangclical
and l.oric.
church of Nuremberg. Mr. Wharml)y is a member of the Nuremberg Lodge, No. 1075, Independent Order of Odd J'"e11ows, of which
he is a past officer, and of the Shenandoah Lodge, No. 103, of the
Toi-fll

Fraternal Order of Eagles. He is a model type of citizen, enterprising and jRiblic-spirited and a genial, hearty host.
Wheeler, Frank B., who is a prosperous lumber dealer and a contractor and builder of Pine Grove, and a director in the Trcmont NaHe is a son
tional bank, was born in this county on Nov. 4, 1856.
of Guy and Theresa (Blank) Wheeler, the mother born in (iermany
and the father in New Jersey. The father was. a cabinet-maker,
furniture dealer and undertaker and for forty-five years was a resiFor twenty-five years he served on the school
dent of Pine Grove.
board and the efficiency of the educational system of the county to-day
He was the father of nine
is in a large measure due to his efl^orts.
Edward, the eldest, died in 1893
children, of whom six are living.
Louisa, deceased, was the wife of Edward
at the age of fifty years.
Tracy. Ferdinand is the superintendent of the gas works in Los AnMinnie is Mrs. Robert Banford Theresa is deceased
geles, Gal.
George is district superintendent of the public schools in Philadelphia
Gertrude is a teacher of music in Pine -Grove; and Clara holds the
Frank B.
position of teacher of music in the Sunbury, Pa., schools.
Wheeler, the subject of this sketch, is the fifth child in order of birth.
He received his education in the Pine Grove schools, where for a
time Judge Henning was his teacher. His first labor after he had left
school was in a planing mill, and he learned the trade of carpenter
and contractor at the same time. His start in business for himself
was made in 1889, when he began operating a planing mill. He soon
purchased a lumber yard at Tremont and another at Pine Grove and
his business has increased from time to time until now he employs
Many of the resiabout twenty-five men in the building season.
dences and other buildings of the vicinity are evidence of his workmanship. For several years he was a member of the borough council.
On May 30, 1879, Mr. Wheeler married Miss Ida Barr, a daughHer father is a reter of Capt. J. W. and Louisa (Lumbert) Barr.
tired cabinet-maker and with his wife is living in Pine Grove. To Mr.
and Mrs. Wheeler have been born two children Robert Guy and
Caleb C. Mr. Wheeler is a man of excellent habits unsullied honor,
unusual enterprise and hard business sense.
Whitehouse, Clarence A., a prominent young attorney in Pottsville, is a son of W. John Whitehouse, a leading law3-er at the Schuylkill county bar.
W, J. Whitehouse is a son of David and Maria
(Shakespeare) Whitehouse, natives of Staffordshire, England. They
came to the United States in 1848, and soon afterward located at St.
Clair, this county.
They later moved to New Philadelphia, where
they lived for about twenty-five years.
David Whitehouse was a
machinist during his early life, but abandoned his trade in later years,
and was identified with the coal trade, owning and operating the
;

—

520

St'llUYI.KILL

Whilchousc

colliery,

near

New

COUNTY

riiiladolpliia.

lie retired

from

ajctivc

W.

lohn Whilcliousi- was Ixirn in New i'liilatlrlphia in the year 185J.
lie was educated in the Pottsvillc >.clux>ls
and At CumlHTJand Valley institute, completing his education at
Dickinson colleije. at Carlisle, Pa. He was a teacher in Cumltcrland Valley institute for some time during his preparation for colHe studied law under the tutorship of Hon. Lin P.artlioiomew.
IcRC.
in I'ottsvillc. and was admitted to practice in 1S74.
He has served
businc.vs alxnit

i8*)i.

as district allorney. haviiifj

liceii

he has always been an

elected as a

Kepublic.ui. in

which

counsellor and a talentcfl and agpres.sive cam|iai);n worker.
He was a delcRate to the national convention which nominated McKinley and Roosevelt, and was a presidential elector on the Republican ticket in 1004.
He was a formidable candidate for Rovernor in if)Oj. and withdrew from the fieM in
favor of Pennypacker a few days before the meeting of the nominating convention.
He was a delegate from Schiiyikill county to the
Republican state convention in KKVi.
.\s a lawyer .Mr. WliitelKHisc
stands well to the front at the Schuylkill county bar. Jan. 13. 1878,
W. John Whitehousc married Miss Sallic Wintcrstcen. daughter of
Daniel and Hlizabeth (Shaw) Wintersteen. of Port Carbon. Three
children were liorn to this union, the second of whom is Clarence A.
Whitehousc. the subject of this sketch. He was l)orn in I'ottsville.
Apr. 30, iS,*<o. He is a man of liberal education, having spent his life
thus far principally in study. .After leaving the F^ittsvillc high school
he enured Princeton imiversity and comiiletcd the full classical course
of that renowned institution, being graduated with the class of if)02.
Two years later he was admitted to practice Ixfore the supreme court
of Peiujsylvania. and was thus thoroughly equipped for his life profession.
He is associated with his father in an office adjoining and
h.is access to a well filled librarv. the accumulation of vears.
Clar|>arly

alile

ence .\. Whitehousc is a Republican in political affiliations. He was
married June 28. 1005. the lady of his choice being Miss P.ertha
Wren. .\ .son, Clarence .\.. Jr., was born to Mr. anrl Mrs. Whitehouse Aug. 31, 1006. Mr. Whitehousc is a member of the Pottsvillc
Lodge. Xo. 207. Benevolent and Protective Order of l-:iks. and of the
order of Heptasophs. Xo. 112. He is also a member of the Pottsvillc
Outd.K^r club. Paxters social club, the W.
J. Whitehousc Republican
club and the Schuylkill comitv bar association.
Whitmore. Rev. Samuel L.. D. D., the popular pastor of the
Trmny Keiormed church of Pottsvillc, was born near Staunton, .Augusta county. \'a.. on Sept. 30. 1853. He is a son of Samuel and
Sophia (Evers) Whumore, both natives of Rockingham county. Va.
Paternally he is of Swiss extraction, and on the mother's side has a
mixture of German-English and Scotch-Irish blood. The father was a
planter and was one of the few southerners opposed to slavery and
supported the Union cause during the Civil war. He suffered much
from the depredations of both Cnion and Confederate armies, and
was but partially reimbursed when hostilities ceased. His first wife
died in 1870 and in 1874 he married Mrs. Marv E. Kiscr. of West

;
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Logan county, Oliio. Samuel VVliilniorc's demise occurred
Mount Crawford, in Rockingham county, Va., in J897, and his
second wife survived him until i\larch, 1906. The family by tiie first

Liberty,
at

marriage consisted of eight sons and four daughters, of wiiom three
are now living. The eldest of the family, Sarah M., wife of Thomas
L. Beall, died at Bridgewater, Va., in 1878, leaving two sons, Samuel
A. and Charles E. Rev. David M., the second born, died at Martins-

W.

Va., in 1883, after serving six years in the ministry of tlie
John E., a farmer, died at his home in I'"ranklin
county, Ohio, in 1880, leaving five children Sophia, Laura (now
deceased), Virginia, Charles and Alice. Rev. Jacol) A. died at Kerr's
Creek, Rockbridge county, Va., in 1883, after five years in the min-

burg,

Reformed church.

—

daughter, Jessie E., now M'rs.
Rev. George A. is pastor of the
Reformed church of Millersville, Lancaster county, Pa. His wife
was formerly Miss Elizabeth Lichliter, of Woodstock, Va.,' by whom
Kate
he has four children Bernard, George, Raymond and Ethel.
is the wife of Hon. E. S. Tabler, a member of the state legislature of
West Virginia, from Martinsburg, and they have four children Dr.
Homer E., a practicing physician of Hancock, Md., and Mabel, Esther
and Arthur. Dr. William P., a physician, died in 1886, at Shellsburg,
Pa., leaving a widow, formerly Miss May Colvin, and two children,
William and May. The other children were Charles E., Sophie E.,
Mary Elizabeth and Howard C, the last named of whom died in
The subject of
infancy, while the others passed away in childhood.
this sketch, who was the seventh in order of birth of his father's famil)', received his elementary educational training in the common schools
of Mount Crawford, Va., and then prepared for a collegiate course
at the Mercersburg academy in Pennsylvania.
Pie then matriculated
in the classical course at Mercersburg college, from which he graduated in 1877 with the degree of Bachelor of Arts.
During the last
year of his collegiate work he merged with it the first year of his
theological work, which enabled him to graduate in theology in 1879.
Three years after graduation he was granted the degree of Master of
Arts, and in 1904 was honored with the degree of Doctor of Divinity.
Dr. Whitmore's first charge was the church at Middlebrook, Va., and
subsequently he was pastor of the churches at \'\'inchester, Va.
Adamstown, Md., and Mifflinburg, Pa. From the latter place he was
called to assume the duties of pastor of the Trinity Reformed church
of Pottsville, and on Dec. i, 1899, he was installed in the new position.
Prior to his coming to Pottsville he was for three years president of the Union County Sunday School association, and he w-as
the first president of the Sabbath association in Schuylkill county. At
the present time he is the incumbent of the office of president of the
Schuylkill County Ministerial association.
On Sept. 10. 1879, Dr.
Whitmore was united in marriage to Miss Mary E. Stonebraker, of
Downsville, Washington county, Md., a daughter of Samuel and
Eliza Stonebraker. Mr. Stonebraker is a farmer and devotes especial
attention to the growing of fruit and the raising of stock.
To Dr.
istry,

leaving besides his widow,

Elliott Barker, of Farmville,

a

Va.

—

—
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Mr*. Whilinorc have Ik-ih

a talented imisieian.

l>i>rii

She was

lOlNTY
five chiMri-n.

Irina, the eldest,

on Apr. jo. hxxj,
Samuel M. Kro'lnated at

unitetl in niarriane

II. V. WaineNdorf. of (."artersville. da.
Charles Frederick >;<!•<•"Franklin- Marshall eolle^e in Jiuie, H)0<i.
aled at the I'ottsville hi^h sclmol in n»oj. then l<xik a a year u( (xistl-'dna I,.
^railiiate work and is now enj;ajjed in the study o| law.
(graduated at the IViltsville high silnmi in the elass of i>k)4 and at the
present time is taking jmst^raduate work in ianv;uane. literature ami
The dtntor is a Ke|)ni)lican
music. Thomas tarroll died in infancy.
in his |x»litical Indiefs. with a strong leaninp towarri inde|K-ndence in
While stationed at Mitllinhurj; he joined the Masonic
local affairs.
order, which is the oidy organization of the kind to whicli he IwlonKS.
I.^ince the aUive was written. Or. \\ hitmore received a call to ( irace
Reformed church. l.'hican'>. Ill which he accepted, and he removed
with his family to that city l"eh. i. Kxi". his present address In'ing

to

.

1007 Jackson

ln>nlcvar<l. l"hicapo.l

—

Wilde, Elmer W.
The suhject of this hiographical review is
one of the leading nuisicians of Schuylkill county, and not only that,
His parlor is adorncil with
he is also an artist of no mean ahility.
paintings from still life and of animals, and these evince su]K"rior
talent.
Professor Wilde is a representative of .in old and prominent
family in the county, his father, tieorge Wilde, having come from
Fngland in 1XJ4. and estahlished a home in I'ottsville. He was a son
of Jeremiah Wilde, who. with his wife and family, located at Jalappa
and later removed to Young's landing, where these ancestors ended
ficorgc Wilde, father of Professor Wilde of this sketch,
their days,
was reareil and educated in I'ottsville. He was but f<nir years old
when he came from I'.ngland. ami seventy-two of his .seventy-six years
of life were six-nt in Schuylkill county. Pa. In the early days he was
a driver on one of the horse railroads which conveyed the coal from
the mines to the hoat-laiuling.
He was thoroughly identified with the
pioneer days, and is well and favorably remembcre<l by the men of
his time as a progressive and successful citizen.
He died in .Shenandoah, at the home now owned and occupied by Professor Wilde, in
the year i8</>.
His wife, who in maidenlnioil wa- Harriet HufTman,
was l)oni in Hamburg. Pa., in 18.23. ^nd departed this life in Shenandoah. Dec. 28. 1885. She was buried on the first <lay of Jan.. 1886.
They Ix-came the parents of five sons, of whom Prof. Mlmer W.
Wilde is the youngest. His eldest brother. William R.. is an employe
of the Lehigh \'allcy Coal Company, with which cor()oration he has
a lucrative (xisition at Hazlcton. Pa. John F. is a locomotive engineer
employed on the Oiicago & N'orthwestern railroa<l. with home at
P>elle Plain. la.:
SummerfieKl C. also was a railroad employe, with
the Chicago. Purlington & Quincy Company, and incurred a fatal
disease at Plattsmouth. Xeb., from which point he was brought home
:

to die.
He died at the home of the subject of this sketch in 1902. at
the age of forty-seven years G. .Asbury is owner and manager of an
extensive manufacturing industry at West Pittston. Pa.
The subject of this article received a thorough educational training in the
;
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This

disci-

pline has heen supplemented by a lifetime of constant study and careVery early in life he displayed excepful reading and observation.
tional talents in music, and decided upon making the teaching of that

fascinating science his

under the teaching of

life

After making considerable progress
and by private sturly and prac-

work.

local professors

himself under the instruction of Prof, (justavus
tice, he placed
Completing his course there in
A. Voelkler, of VVilliamsport, Pa.
1882, he began his career as a teacher of instrumental music in Shenandoah, and he has thus continued for nearly a quarter of a century.
Every hour of the day and early evening is taken up with a thoroughly organized system of private instruction, and his eager students consider themselves especially fortunate if they can maintain a
Mr. Wilde has been a member
place on his well filled programme.
of the Riley orchestra since 1900, and has materially assisted in making
this one of the leading musical organizations in Schuylkill county. He
was the first instructor of the Annunciation cadet band, which is a
popular organization composed of boys between the ages of ten and
sixteen years.
At the celebration of "Old Home Week" in Pottsville
during the autumn of 1906 none of the forty musical organizations
in attendance elicited half so much applause as Professor Wilde's
band of boys from Shenandoah. The professor is very justly proud
of the achievements of this organization, one of whose members is
his own son.
He has retained the leadership since the organization
was effected in March, 1906, and the grateful boys vie with each other
in demonstrations of friendship and loyalty to their talented leader.
He is the instructor of the Shenandoah high school band, composed
of sixteen members, and has been organist at various churches for
long or short periods, according as his other engagements permitted.
One of these engagements was at the Greek Catholic church, where
he was the first organist in the first church of that denomination established in America.
Professor Wilde was married May 3. 1890,

when he

chose for his life companion Miss Lillie A, Parrott, daughJohn and Mary A. Parrott, early settlers of Thomaston. Schuylkill county.
The only surviving child of Mr. and Mrs. Wilde is
Bertram G., who was born March 29, 1891. He is a student in the
high school and is making rapid progress in his educational career.
He possesses a retentive memory and superior talents, both as a musician and student of general educational topics.
He inherits great
musical talent and has already demonstrated his ability in that line.
At the age of sixteen he is an excellent performer on the cornet and
saxaphone, both very difficult instruments as viewed through the eyes
of musicians. All help and encouragement is given the voung man
in the development of his talents.
He is a member of the cadet band,
ter of

as has been previously intimated a member of the Rilev orchestra,
which of itself is a distinguished honor, and of the high school orchestra.
He is the companion of his father, and is treated as a social and
professional equal rather than as a child subject to the restraints of
home life, for the "child" has passed within the pale of young man;
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hfxxl anil

is

mature bcyoiul

ciipio a rtnc
njiKlern in all

home

his years.

COUNTY
I'rofcssor \\

iltlc

owns

aiul cic-

North Jarihn street, erected in i<k>4. and
aj>jx>intmcnts.
This site was fonncrly the home of his
at

I

if)

therelore lias many cherished associations.
The family
nf the Methodist Mpisc<>|)al cluirch, which fur j;enerations
[m^t has l>een tlu- relijjiuus Ijnme <>f their ancesinrs.
Mr. \\'ilde sustains meml>ership in the Royal Arcanum and the Patriotic < »rder of
the Sons nf .\mcrica.
He is- also a memher of the Rescue hook and
lailder company, a volunteer organization for the protection of the
city against tire, and for .social pjirjwses as well.
He has never taken
an active interest in p<ilitical matters except on national issues, when
he casts his vote and influence with the Republicans. ( )n (|uestions
of tem[>crance and morality he is a I'rijhihitionist. hiU he has never
csjxiused the cause of a political orj^anization alonj; those lines.
He
believes tiiat there is sutTicient good in the time-lionorcd and firetested Republican party to refjulatc such evils as are controllable
through |x>litics. and is willing to leave the balance to moral suasir>n
and the influence of the churches. Professor Wilde is a gentleman
of exalteil social standing in the coiTimunity where his life has been
s|>ent. anil his superior talents place him within the ranks of the leading musicians of the state and nation.
He is afltable ami pleasant,
easily a|)proachable by the most humble, and is generous hearted and
sympathetic toward the unfortunate. These Go(l-givcn characteristics
have made him friends by the thousands, reconciled his few enemies,
and rendered life a pleasant sojourn, even though occasionally beset
with thorns.
l^irents.

are

;inil

memlKTs

Wildermuth, Charles Wesley, of Pottsville, is a representative of
one of the picmeer families of Schuylkill county.
He was Imrn at
()rwig,>burg, on Oct. 21, 1839. His ])arents. John and Susanna (.\lspaugh Wildermuth, were early settlers of that locality. Mr. Wildermuth was educated in the public schools of his youthful days and
learned the cigarmaker's trade.
During the Civil war he served
uniler two enlistments, in the rcimsylvaiiia militia, first in the 27th
regiment, and later in the .V)th. He was finally discharged in .August,
iS/'.^.
Since the close of the war he has been engaged in his present
business, and has the largest establishment of the kind in the countv.
He deals in cigars, newspapers, blank books, office supplies, tnagazines. notions, etc. The leading dailies of the country are a prominent
feature of the business, and a convenience which is appreciaterl bv
the reading people of the community.
The institution gives steady
employment to three or four clerks and a myriad of newsbovs. Mr.
Wildermuth married Miss Mary Foy, daughter of David and ElizaiK'th Hinckle. of Pottsville.
.\ son and four flaughters were Iwm to
this union:
Fred .-\.. Delia. .Mame. Tena and Ella. Thev are mostly
employed in the father's business. The subject of this sketch is affiliated with the Masonic and Odd Fellows' fraternities.
He is a Republican in political views and the family are members of the Meth)

odist Episcopal church.
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Williams, James, tobacconist and dealer in gr)Idfish and canaries,
was born in Cornwall, luig., on Aug. 22, 1H47, a son of
James and Sarab Williams. The fatber, wbo was a miner, left for the
'i'he
gold diggings of Australia in 1853 and died tbere in 1879.
mother died in 1893 at the age of sixty-tbree. The family consists
Elizabeth is Mrs. Robert
of three daughters and two sons, all living.
Carter, of Cornwall, Eng. Sarah is Mrs. Matthew Morris, of the same
place; Emily became the wife of a Mr. I^amp, and lives in Australia;
and Zachariah is in the state of California. James, the third in order
of birth, attended the public schools for a time and then became emWhen he had
ployed as a miner, working in tin and copper ore.
attained his majority, in 1869, be came to the United States and found
employment as a laborer, but soon afterward he began mining on his
own account. This furnished him a means of livelihood until 1878,.
when he became brakeman on the Philadelphia & Reading railroad,
continuing in the position until Aug. 6, 1886, when an accident in
which he was involved cost him the use of his right hand. The company made him gate tender, on Oct. 11, 1886, and for four years he
had charge of the crossing. In 1887 he had established his tobaccostore, leaving his son William H. in charge while he attended the gates,
but by i8go the business had grown to such proportions that it became necessary for him to resign his position with the railroad and
assist in the work of the store.
As a side issue Mr. Williams deals in
canaries and goldfish, and in all bis lines he has done exceptionally
For many years he had the unique distincwell in a financial way.
tion of being the champion "go-as-you-please" racer of Schuylkill
in Tama(jiia,

;

The title was acquired
coimty.
Tamaqua on Apr. 11, 1879, on

a race held in Seitzinger's hall in
a track thirty-four laps to the mile.
When the twelve hours allotted to the race had expired Mr. Williams
was found to have covered sixty-three miles, while his nearest comin

had made forty-seven and one-third and forty-three and twothirds miles respectively.
After holding the record for many years
Mr. Williams offered a silver medal to any one who could beat bis
record, and on Saturday, Jan. 7, 1899. a twelve-hour go-as-you-please

petitors

was held in Allen's opera house, on a track twenty-five laps to the mile.
Four contestants were entered Thomas McMullen, Patrick Boyle,
Thomas Jones and Edward Boyle and the race was run between
II a, m. and 11 p. m.
McMullen covered fifty-one miles and five
laps, but was compelled to leave the track at 8 :24 p. m.
Patrick
Boyle traveled sixty-one miles and seven laps Thomas Jones sixtytwo miles and seven laps, and Edward Boyle sixty-four miles and
twenty-three laps.
On Feb. 4, 1899, Mr. Edward Boyle was given
the championship medal for Schu_ylkill county.
The onty restrictions
as to the holding of this are that it must remain in the countv and
should the record which won it be broken it must be turned over to
the winner.
In Aug., 1872, Mr. Williams was united in marriage toMiss Henryetta Booth, bom Dec. 20. 1850. To this union were bom
William H., the eldest, first saw the light of day in
nine children.

—

—

;

;

Tamaqua on Sunday,

April

6,

1873.

He

attended the public schools

—
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fir>t five years after he ha«l coiupleled hi> ••clu'lastic lab<jr8
he s|K-nl in his father's store. Me s|H.-nt his »|>are lime learning telegraphy aiul for four years wa^ a Western I'liion operator at San I-ran< )n
his return to Taniaiina l\e eiUired the employ of the Philacisco.
delphia & Keailinn Kailroad t.om|)any. with which he remaineil for
l"or dilTerent |KTiod-- and at dilTeront times
a jjcriod of two ^ear^.
he was at San Francisco asain, in .\rizona and other places, and in the
For three years lie was employed
fall of i8<)ij returned to Tama(|ua.
hy the railroad as a hrakeman and for the two years following as
At the end of that time he v;avc up railroad life
telegraph o|HTator.
and Ix'canu- the ramacpia agent for the Reading hakery. liesides this
t)n (.)ct. 12. I'^x). he married Miss
he conducts
a novelty store.
I'lorence Seitxinger. of Tamaqua, a native of the town, and a daughThree chiWlren have heen lx>rn
ter of Harry and Sarah Seitzinger.
UerlK-rt Marron, Harold .\rlington. and Mae Isabel.
to this union
The family are all members of the Knglish Lutheran church, and
the father, who is regarded as one of the most promising of Tamaqna"s voimger business men. is identified with the Independent )rder
of ( Uld I'ellows. The second son of James William-, is Zachariah,
a railroad man living in Tamaqua. He married Mabel Krig, and has
a son, Gordon. James Howard is a plumber; he married Miss Kate
Foulk and has two sons, James and Paul. Joseph Taylor married
Minnie Walker, and is the father of an unnamed infant son. Ella
Williams and Jane Williams arc unmarried Clayton died at the age
Death annulled
of three; and Ijnily May and ICdgar arc at home.
Mr. Williams" first marriage in )ct.. i«S<).^. ami later .Miss .\manda
Reiner, daughter of William Reiner, a farmer of .Schuylkill county,

and the

—

<

;

(

—

his wife.
Two children Thomas William and Bessie
Mr. Williams is a kindly, courteous genblessed this second union.
tleman, and one of whom it can be truthfully said that he never
He is a firm believer in the
kniowingly did any <lishonorable thing.
tloctrine of the "square deal." and. what is of vastly more importance,
he is a tliorongh jiractitioner of his belief.
Williams, Thomas T., warden of the Schuylkill county prison
at Pottsville. was born in South Wales on (^ct. 15. 1857. a son of

became

Thomas and Catherine (Williams)

Williams.

I'oth

|)arents

were

natives of South \\'ales. where the father was Iwrn in 1830.
They
came to the I'nited States with their family in i86i and located in
Minersville. where the father was a miner until his death, in 1875,
some two years after his wife's death. The subject of this sketch is
the eldest son; Mary died in Wales, at the age of two years; David

engaged in mining at Shenandoah: Mary IH <lied in this county,
age of three years; Sarah is the wife of John Seiders. of Lebanon and John died at Mahanoy City. Nov. 29. 1877. Thomas T.

is

(

at the
;

Williams received a limited education in the common schools of his
hon»e town and until 1885 was engaged in mining in different
branches.
In that year he was appointed county tax-collector and
served until the law was changed to provide for a new means of collection.
A year l)efore his appointment he ha<l been elected a mem-
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I''nr ten years
bcr of Ihc bciruiigh council and lie served a full Icnii.
he was a justice of the peace, carrying on a fire-insurance business
at the same time. Another five years was spent as docket clerk of the
county, and then, on Ajir. i, 1903, came his appointment as warden
of the Schuylkill county prison, to w'hich he has been re-electerl by
the commission each succeeding year.
His position requires the
charge of an average of one hundred and seventy prisoners, with
terms ranging from ten days t(5 twelve years, and the overseeing of
the work of the nine employes of the establishment.
The female
department is under the charge of Mrs. Williams, as matron, and
Besides this work Mr.
the warden's home is within the building.
Williams is connected with a fire-insurance agency, which is now
being carried on actively by a son, and is proprietor of the Williams
knitting mills, located at Shenandoah. Pa., in which arc manufactured
ladies' fine Swiss vests.
On Jan. 8, 1882, Mr. Williams married Miss
Emily Saeger, a native of Shenandoah, and a daughter of John and
Eliza Saeger, the former of whom came to Shenandoah from England in 1861.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Saeger died in Shenandoah. To
Mr. and Mrs. Williams have been born three children. Herbert, the
eldest, first saw the light of day on Jan. i. 1883; he is a graduate
of the Shenandoah high school and is now an attorney-at-law, located
in Shenandoah.
Thomas, born Aug. 29, 1884, graduated at the Pottsville high school, and is now a student in the engineering course of
Lehigh university. Emily, the only daughter, was born Apr. 3, 1889,
and is a student in the senior class of the Pottsville high school. Mrs.
Williams and the children are members of the Methodist Episcopal
church.
Mr. Williams removed from Minersville to Shenandoah in
1879 and remained there until his appointment as warden, in 1903,
when he brought his family to Pottsville. In politics he is a stanch
exponent of the tenets of the Republican partv and his elevation to
public office has always been through the medium of that organization.
He has been a delegate to practically all the county, district
and state conventions of his party since he became of age. Fraternally he is identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
in which he has held membership since 1882, and is a past grand of
Lodge No. 591, of Shenandoah. He is also a member of the Knights
of Pythias and of Pulaski Lodge, No. 216, Free and Accepted Masons,

of Pottsville.

Willman, George F., who is numbered among the enterprising
business men of the city of Shenandoah, where he has passed the
major portion of his life, has built up a large and prosperous plumbing, roofing and tinning business and iix this line holds precedence of
no uncertain order. He was born at Oleyline, Berks county. Pa.,
May 8, 1865, and is a son of Charles E. and Mary E. (Snyder) Willman, both of whom were born in Berks county, this state. The
father was a tailor by trade and in 1871 he located in Shenandoah,
where he opened a shop and where he eventually built up a prosperous merchant tailoring business. He continued a resident of this city
until his death, which occured June 30, 1904, and he was well known

;
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His wife Hie.l in iSSt.
the
)t
higlily esteemed as a citizen.
William is ajjent for the Atlantis
seven chililrcn five are living
Rehning t.onn>any. at Mahanuy t. ity. this county; (ieorge F. is next
voimKcr; Susan U. is the wife of Henry Sampsel, of Shenamloah
Charles is euKaRed in the meat market hnsiness at Mount Carmel,
NorthumlKTJanil county; ami I'ora is employed in a fjrovery store
The sid)ject of this review is indehted
in the city of I'hiladelphia.

ajiii

<

:

to the puhlic schools of Shenandoah fi>r his early educational training, and as a \outh he entered ui>on an apprenticeship at the tinner's
i'rom 1887 until
trade, in the estahlishment of I'.eilell I'.rothers.
KKM he w.is employed as a journeyman tinner, and he then engaged
in business for himself, establishing the enterprise which he now
conducts, at 1 17-1 10 West Coal street.
Me carries a select line of
stoves, ranges, furnaces, gas healers, tinware, and other household
furnishings, and is the leading plumber and riM)fi-r of the city.
His
jiopularity in the community have enabled
within a comparatively brief interval a large and
prosperous business and he enjoys the unc(|uivocal esteeuj of alt who
know him. Mr. Willman is a member of Henry Horncastle Camp,
Sons of N'eterans. with which he has been ideiitiliefl for twenty-two
His eligibility for membership is based <in the fact that his
years.
father served three years as a member of the I7<ith Pennsylvania
volunteer infantry, which was a part of the Army of tlu- I'otoniac.
Two of his uncles, Maberry E. and I'ranklin li. \Villman. were likewise valiant soldiers of the L'nion. The latter became a prominent
and influential citizen of Shenandoah, where he met a tragic fleath,
at the Keeley Run colliery. July 30. 1880. when he and two companions were killed by the deadly carlwnic-o.xide gas in the mine in
which they were employed. The subject of this review also holds
membership in the local camp of the Patriotic Oriler of the Sons of
.\merica and in Rescue hook and ladder company. The family are
members of Trinity Reformed church in Shenandoah. In politics
Mr. Willman is a loyal supporter of blie principles and policies for
which the Republican party stands siwnsor. and he takes marked
interest in public affairs of a local nature.
He represents the Third
ward on the Ixjard of education and received the largest majority
ever polled by any candidate for this office in his ward.
Sept. 29,
1887. was solenmized the marriage of Mr. Willman to Miss Elizabeth Katz. a daughter of George and Prederica Katz. who were then
residents of Shenandoah.
Mr. and Mrs. Willman became the parents of four children
Mary E. and Evelyn A., who remain at the
parental home and George and Bertha E., both of whom died in
early childhood.
Wilson, Rev. James J., pastor of the parish of Sts. Peter and
Paul, at Tower City, was born at Manayunk. Philadelphia county.
Pa., Oct. 18. 1874. His parents, Francis and Sarah
Boyle) Wilson,
were both natives of county .-Xntrim, Ireland. The father was a
contractor and builder, and followed that vocation in Philadelphia
and Washington, D. C, lor many years. He was killed in an acciability

him

and

])ersonal

his

to build

uj)

—

:

(
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1880, ulicii lie was sixty-five years of
1882, aged forty-nine.
Of their seven
•children two arc now living, the subject of this sketch and a sistpr,
Mary, who lives with him. After attending St. John's school, Father
WilsfMi, at the age of fifteen years, entercfl St. Joseph's college at
Philadelphia, a secular institution.
Uiion leaving St. Jnseph's college he was adiuitted to St. Charles' seminary, Overbrook. Montgomery county. Pa., in which institution, after remaining nine years,
he was ordained a priest in iqoo. He received as first appointment,
Minersville, Schuylkill county, where he was associated with Rev.

dent
age.

at

Rose (Jkn,

The mother

I'a.,

died

in

in

P. J. McMahan for one year and nine months. On Apr. 8, 1902, he
took charge of the parish of Sts. Peter and Paul at Tower City,
where he has since continued. This church was started in 1896 by
Rev. F. M. Ward, who remained in charge for four years and three
months.
He was succeeded by Father Corcoran, who was pastor
The congregation numbers fiftyuntil succeeded by Father Wilson.
seven families over 300 persons in all and is in a prosperous and
harmonious condition. Since coming to Tower City Father Wilson
has made over $5,000 worth of improvements and has otherwise
displayed commendable zeal in promoting the interests of the Roman

—

—

His genial disposition and public spirit have made
him many warm friends in the field of his labors, and the general

Catholic religion.
for

hope is that he may remain for many years in Tower City to carry
forward his good work.
Wilson, John Miller, foreman of the shops of the Philadelphia
& Reading railroad at Palo Alto, is a Scotchman b}' birth. He is
a son of John and Martha (Miller) Wilson; the date of his nativity
was Aug. 18, 1854, and the place Kilwinning, Ayrshire. Scotland.
His ancestors for generations back were born and reared in Ayrshire,
where the paternal grandfather was a master weaver in the days
before machinery came into use, and the maternal grandfather was
land Stewart of one of the big estates of the district.
The subject
of this sketch received a limited education in the schools of his native
countr}' and entered upon his career as a mechanic in July, 1870, in
the James Robertson General and Patentee Engineering works. Just
five years later he completed his apprenticeship and left the Robertson works to enter the employ of the \V. & A. Maconey Company,
one of the leading machinery firms of the British Isles. Subsequently
he was in the service of many other firms until June, 1882. In that
month and year occurred Mr. Wilson's marriage to Miss Christina
Clement, a daughter of William and Florence (Murchie) Clement.
He brought his bride to America on their wedding trip, and while
visiting his brother. Charles, at Wilkes Barre. Pa.. Mr. \\'ilson was
the recipient of a handsome offer from the. Lehigh \'allev Railroad
Company. He accepted the position and remained with the company for a period of twenty-two years, the first two years of which
time were in the Wilkes Barre shops.
Then he was made foreman
of the wrecking gang on the Wyoming division, in which capacity
he served until June, 1887, leaving it to accept the foremanship of
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rrcctinp shop of tl>c com|>any, wljcrc the locomotives wore hiiilt,
The latter work ke|)t him Inisy >mtil Auk;»n<l repaired.
1.
1898. when he received a promotion to the forcmanship of the
same department of tlic company at Manchester. N*. Y. He also had
general charge of the wrecking crews of two divisions, and during
his incuml>ency of the jiosition he served nnder three master mechanics .ind two superintendents on the Philadelphia ami New York
division, two sn|Krinten<lents and six master mechanics on the I'.nf-

tlir

rcmo<lclc<l

He added maat Manciiester.
cfpiipment of the shops and oversaw the renovation and
remodeling of the engine house and the other buiUiings. On Sept.
30. K>04. Mr. Wilson left the employ of the Lehigh X'alley company
and removed to I'.riflgejxirt. I'a.. to Iwcome general ffireman of tiie
March J.V Uio.S. he was
hi
Philaflelphia & Reading company.
transferred to I'alo .\lto and assumed the duties of the |w)sition wiiicli
he is now holding. Mr. Wilson is the father of five cliildren William C. Charles U.. Martha Ruth. Mary Christina and John Ronald.
Another datighter. Florence, died at the age of two years and ten
months.
Mr. Wilson's brother, Charles, was until iJV/) a master
mechanic in the employ of the Lehigh \'^alley railroad comf)any at
Wilkes r.arre. and left that corporation to accept a similar position
His wife was forin the Nottingham lace mills of Wilkes Harre.
merly Miss Margaret McKinszy, a native of Thoridiill. I'erthsjiire,
Mrs. John M. Wilson has a sister living in this country.
Scotland.
Mary, who is the wife of Fred C. Paine, of Canandaigua, N. Y., and
who is the mother of one child, Beatrice. The Wilsons arc all devout
members of the Presbyterian church. In politics Mr. Wilson has
always been identified with the Republican party, but the emoluments
of public office never appealed to him and he lias always refused to
become a candidate for positions of official trust. Fraternally he is
a member of the Knights of Pythias and was one of the organizers
of the Caledonian club, a Scottish organization of Wilkes Barre,
which had its birth on Tan. 25. 1883.
Winkelspecht, John F., superintendent of the William F. Taubcl hosiery mills of Tamaqua. was born in Riverside. N. J., on .Xug.
His parents are Felix and Elizabeth (Kreps) Winkel17. 1865.
specht. the former a native of C'lcrmany and the latter of New JerThe father was born in 1838 and came to the United States in
sey.
1858. locating in New Jersey, where he was a laborer all his active
life.
He is a devout member of the Catholic church and reared his
family of nine children, all of whom are living, in that faith. The
subject of this sketch attended the public and parochial schools of his
native town and after completing the courses offered there he went
into a hosiery mill.
When he was nineteen years of age he was
made a foreman in the mill and since that time he has been either at
the head of a concern or a department.
His first employment was
with the Riverside Hosiery Company, with whom he remained for
twent>- years.
In Aug.. if)02, he came to Tamaqua to accept the
superintendency of the Taubel mills, and his retention in the position
falo division,

and three yard masters

terial! v to the
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shows that he is at least fulliUing the rcquirumc-nts. Since his coming the output has materially increased and there has been little or
no labor trouble among the 231 operatives employed due in large
measure to Mr. Winkelspecht's ability. On Aug. 19, 1885, he was
united in marriage to Miss Margaret Sundermeier, a native of New
Jersey and a daughter of John and Margaret Sundermeier, natives

—

now residents of Riverside, N. J. To Mr. and
Mrs. Winkelspecht nine children have been born. Agnes, the eldest,
is the wife of Thomas Trainer, of South Bethel, Pa., and is the
Josephine is Mrs.
mother of two children, Jerome and Myrtle.
James McLochlin. of Tamaqua. Wilhelmina is an operative in the
The others, Clinton,
mill of which her father is the superintendent.
The entire
Irene, Xavier, May, Ora and Phillip, are all at home.
family are members of the Catholic church. Although their residence
in Tamaqua is of rather recent date they have come to be regarded
as valuable social and commercial additions to the community.
Winn, Capt. Samuel, chief of the Philadelphia & Reading Coal
and Iron police force, was born in St. Clair, Schuylkill county, Pa.,
July 24, 1844. His parents, Samuel and Mary (Moore) Winn, who
were natives of England, immigrated to this country about 1830.
The father was identified with mining interests at .St. Clair, but died
The mother died in St. Clair at the age of sixtyin middle life.
seven.
They were the parents of five children, two sons, Samuel
and Thomas, being the onlv survivors. The sisters were: Elizabeth,
who married Oliver Wolverton, and died in St. Clair, at the age of
seventy-one years Mary A., who was the wife of J. P. Sherman,
and who died at the age of sixty-two years Agnes, who was the
wife of Constantine Hess, a carpenter and contractor, and wdio died
in Omaha, Neb., aged fifty-nine years.
Thomas Winn, the surviving brother of the subject of this sketch, is a retired mechanic at
St. Joseph, Mo., where he has lived for the last thirty-two years.
He learned the trade of carpentry in St. Clair, and followed that
business for many years before going to Missouri.
He has a wife
but no children. He served from 1861 to 1865 in the 5th Pennsylvania cavalry.
Captain Winn left school to answer the call of his
country in Sept., 1861, when he enlisted as a member of Company
F, 7th Pennsylvania cavalry.
His regiment was stationed for the
most part in the Western department, attached to the 14th army
corps.
With this organization he participated in every battle and
skirmish in which his company was engaged, but escaped personal
injury.
He held the rank of quartermaster-sergeant and was discharged in 1865, after four years of continuous service. Returning
to his maternal home, Captain Winn w'as unemployed for about
eighteen months following his discharge, and was for a like period
employed as weigh master at the Port Carbon furnace. He began
prospecting for /:oal and iron in Pennsylvania and New Jersey about
of Germany, and

;

;

1868, and, incidentally, testing the merits of the famous "Diamond
which has revolutionized the old system of prospecting. In
1875 Captain Winn was commissioned bv the state as a member of

drill,"
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the C<>al

ami Iron

blc or^janiiation

Police, aiul Iu.h

l>ci-n

coniiccti-d with this fnnniiln-

for tnorc than thirty-one years.

He was

a|>|>ointe<l

a lieutenant in i8<)5. an<l in kjoj he was pmnioteil to his present
position, that of captain and chief of the force.
This is an orjianization which ha.i existed in the coal rejjioiis for many years, attainin^j the jjreatcst efticienry as protectors of life and property during;
the reipn of ".Mollie

MaKiiireisin."

It

is

fostcrerl

liy

tlu-

state

and

c<Mnposed of hrave and fearless men. thoroughly disciplined and
inured to the hardships of their jxTilous work. The primary object
is the protection of coal anrl railroad profwrty durinp strikes of employes, hut the duties do not end there.
Many a private citizen has
l)cen protected against deadly assault and his property saved from
destruction.
The I'ottsville contingent is a formidable
force.
eriuipjH-d with the most approved arms, and ready at .t11 times for
any emergency.
Captain \\'inn was a resilient of I-rackville for
twenty-five years and was married there, on Jan. 8. 1880.
The lady
of his choice was Miss Sadie, a daughter of John and .\melia HarTluy had a family of
ris, late of Frackville. where they l>oth <lieil.
four sons and four daughters
William (deceased). John. .Samuel.
Hcnjamin. Jane, .\melia. .*^adie and Mary .\nn. Captain anrl Mrs.
Winn l>ecame the parents of four children, namely: Mary, who is
the wife of Clarence Morgan, of I'ottsville; Thomas, who rlicd in
infancy; Olive, who is a young la<ly at home; and John Marvey.
who is paying clerk for the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron
Company at Pottsvillc. They also reared and educated an adopted
daughter. Miss Sadie Moore, who was a member of the family for
sixteen years.
She is now happily married to W. .\. Nice, a prosperous business man at Frackville.
Captain Wimi has been a lifeHe was a
long Republican, but has never aspired to public office.
member of the Frackville luirough council for about eight years.
He is a member of John S. Meredith Post. Xo. 485. ("irand .\rmy of
the Republic, and has served in various official capacities in this
organization.
He is liberal in religions views and has never been
connected with any church organization.
Wiszinski, B.. a prominent citizen and a leading merchant tailor
of M.ili.Tnoy (_'ity. was born .\ug. 15. i8~.v in Russia.
.\ll the educational advantages he was able to have were acquired in the common .schools of his native land, and when he had completed his scholastic training, he there started to learn the tailor's trade.
Before
he had fully completed his apprenticeship, however, he came, in iBqo.
to the I'nited States.
He landed in New York, where he remained
From Xew
about six months and completerl his apprenticeship.
York he came to Pennsylvania, locating near Hazleton, where he
worked as a breaker boy and also did some work in excavating cellars, for two months and a half.
Then he came to Mahanov City and
found employment in his vocation until June. 1896. In that month
and year he opened a tailoring establishment of his own at 311 West
Centre street, directly opposite his present place of business, and a
year later removed to 323 West Centre street.
Since 1898 he has
is

—

hi(k;i<ai'II[i;al

been occupying

tlic

store

lie

is
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now

in, and il lias come to be known
modern places of business in the
became financially interested in the

as one of the most up-to-date and

city.
In 1902 Mr. Wisziiiski
hotel business, but it did not prove a paying venture and be disjKjsed
of his holdings two years later, since when he has devoted all his
time and attention to the develoi^ment of his merchant tailoring
industry.
In 1903 he was the successful icandidate for election to the
borougb council, and he is to-day the incumbent of the office of
representative of the Plrst ward in the city legislative body.
Mrs.
Wiszinski was formerly Miss Anna Miloski, a native of the United
States, and she has borne her husband three children.
Florence, the
first born, died in 1903, at the age of two years; Bernard is now
three years old, and Ednunid is two.
The parents are members of
St. Joseph's Lutheran church, of Mahanoy City.
Mr. Wiszinski is
an exemplary type of foreign-born American citizen frugal, industrious and honest.
Well, Joseph, deceased, a former sheriff of the county and proprietor of the Hotel Woll in Pottsville, was born in Pottsville on
Nov. 14, 1853, in an hotel on the same lot which the modern hostelry,
the Hotel Woll, now occupies.
He is a son of Peter and Magdalena (Young) Woll, the former a native of Prussia and the latter
of Bavaria, Germany, both of whom came to this country in their
youth and were married in Pottsville. The father learned the shoemaker's trade, but did not follow it for any length of time, preferring to engage in the hotel business, and for more than half a
century he was "Mine Host" in an hotel which stood on the spot
which the Hotel Woll now adorns. The father died in 1884 and the
mother in 1893. The thirteen children in the family were: Mar}-,
Catherine, Peter, John, Magdalena, Elizabeth, George, Joseph, Philip,
Mary (2d), 'George (2d), and two unnamed who died in infancy.
The living of this number are Magdalena, now Mrs. Bodenfield, of
Portland, Ore. Elizabeth, the widow of Louis Gottschall, of Pottsville
Peter, who lives in Pottsville Philip, who is proprietor of the
United States hotel at Tamaqua and George, now proprietor of the
Hotel Woll.
Joseph Woll received his educational advantages in
the public schools of Pottsville, most of his training being secured
in the Bunker Hill school.
When he had finished the prescribed
scholastic work he learned the trade of blacksmith, at which he
worked for about fifteen years, and which he left to engage in the
hotel business with his father. This was in 18S0, and aside from the
three years he spent as the incumbent of the office of sheriff he had
no other occupation after that time. In 1895, at the cost of $16,000.
Mr. Woll erected a new and modern hostelry on the site of the old
building.
It is four stories in height, and contains thirty-six guest
rooms, besides the offices, dining room. etc.
In politics he was a
stanch exponent of the principles of Jeffersonian Democracy, and
the county convention of that party in 1891 made him its nominee
for the office of sheriff.
He was duly elected and in January of the
following year was installed in the office, where he served a full term

—
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ihrcc Ncar.s.
Mr. Woll wa* tnnrrird in 187.^ In Miss C'atlicrinc
titiv iininn wcrr horn
Brriutan, a native of Schuylkill cotnity, and
ten cliilclrrn
William (Hrccascrh. Man-. Orlio, Katie. I.izzic,
nertlta. .Nptjcs. Joseph. Jr.. Hililcjjarde and I^ipenc.
Katie, (icrtniclc and Joseph are niarrieil.
All the family are communicants of
the St. John Roman Catholic church.
Mr. Woll was a memhcr of
the Fraternal (~^r<ler of l'"a(;les. St. John the l'apti>.t association, and
the Goofl Intent f'lre comjwiny.
His death occurretl Nov. 2(\ i<K>S.
Wonders, Newton M.. who conducts a pholoRraphic stmlio at
10 \\e>t Market street. Pottsvillc. is a native of New Franklin. Ohio,
where he was Ixirn Oct. 17. 18^)2. He is a sun of Peter D. and Frcdcrica
Hammerlin') Wonders, the former a native of Berks county,
Pa.. an«l a car|H-nter and cahinet-maker hy vocation.
Mis death
occurred in .Mliance. Dhio. in 1877. The nioilur. a native of Hcrlin. (iermajn. is livinp in Cleveland. ( )hio. and is still hale and vigorous, although she has passed her eighty-fifth year. Of the twelve
children horn to the parents there are seven survivors.
Lafayette
lives in .Mliance. Ohio; Renton M. in Cleveland: Mrs. Marietta
Thomas in Hiram. Ohio; Francis M. in Frankfort. Ind. Mrs. I^Tura
r. Teeters in t"Ievelanfl. ()hio: Soinn I,, in I.ancnster. Pa.; and the
subject of this sketch in Pottsvillc. The deceased members are Mrs.
Lticy L. Mctilone. who died in Los .\ngeles. Cal.. in iS<i8; .Mian,
who died of fever while serving in the I'nion army during the Civil
war. in his twenty-firsl year
J., who died at the age of
eighteen; and I'lorence and Louise, who died in infancy.
Newton
M. Wonders received bis preliminary education in the public schools
01 .Mliance. ( )bio. and when he bad completed his scholastic work
he went to work for bis brother in the photographic business, .\fter
he had mastererl the trade he worked at it with bis brother in .•Mliance and other places and then went to Cleveland, where he was
ver>- successful in a remunerative way in contract work.
His residence in Pottsvillc dates from 1891. in which year be came to Pottsvillc and purchased the excellent studio which be is now managing.
He has undoubtedly the bulk of the business in his line of work, and
his success has Ih'cii attained by bard work and a desire to please his
patrons.
In 1S80 Mr. Wonders married Miss .\nna E. Weitzcl. of
I.ebanon. a daughter of H. P. and Emma E. Weitzel. Iiotb of whom
are now deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Wonders have been born three
children, one of whom. Dorothy L.. died at the age of eight years.
The others are Jettie L. and Henry P. The parents are members of
the English I^utheran church.
Woolcock, John, is a well known resident of Pottsvillc and has
been identified with the coal mining industry- from his bovho^'d days
to the present, being now concerned in the operation of mines in
West \irginia. where he has valuable interests in the line. He was
bom in County Waterford. Ireland. Aug. 8. 1844. and is a son of
William and C.race (Jobe) Woolcock. both of whom were born in
ot
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was employed in the coal mines until his death, in- 1865, as the result
His wife survived him by a number
of an explosion in the mines.
of years and remained a resident of this county until her demise.
Of their eleven children nine attained to years of maturity lidward,
Elijah, Hiomas, Elizabeth A., William, Mary J., John, Joseph and
Amelia. Elizabeth is the wife of (ieorge Koljinson, and Mary is the
wife of Eli Lee. John Woolcock, the immediate subject of this
sketch, was an infant in arms at the time of the family immig-ration
to America and he was reared to maturity in Schuylkill county, to
whose common schools he is indebted for such educational advantages
Like the average boy in
as came to him in his boyhood and youth.
this mining section he early began to work in the mines, and he advanced through the various grades of promotion to the holding of
positions of importance and responsibility in and about the mines of
Schuylkill county.
In 1886, having acquired an interest in mines in
the Pocahontas coal region of West Virginia, he removed to that
section, where he maintained his residence for the ensuing sixteen
years, and where he still retains important coal mining interests.
In 1904 he returned to Schuylkill county and located in Pottsville,
where he has since resided. In politics he exercises his franchise in
support of those men and measures approved by his judgment, not
being held to close partisan lines. He is affiliated with the Free and
Accepted Masons and both he and his wife are communicants of the
Protestant Episcopal church.
In 1877 was solemnized the marriage of Mr. Woolcock to Miss Jennie Dolbin, daughter of Goodman
and Mary (Thomas) Dolbin, of Frackville, this county, and the
children of this union are Wilbur, Goodman and Sarah.
Wren, George H., proprietor of the Grant iron works at Mahanoy City, is a native of Pottsville. born Nov. 12, 1847. He is a son
of Thomas and Mary (Hay) Wren, the former of whom was born
in Glasgow, Scotland, June 10, 1823, a son of William and Jane
(Macbreth) Wren.
When Thomas Wren was quite young his
parents immigrated to Nova Scotia, where his father died.
His
mother brought her familv to Pennsylvania, and finallv located at
Pottsville.
There Thomas served an apprenticeship of four vears
and eight months at the molder's trade, in the machine shops of
Messrs. Haywood & Snyder.
He then formed a partnership with
his brothers, John Y. and James, and carried on business for about
two years at the old Eagle foundry, then on the present site of
the freight depot of the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Compan\\
In 1850 Thomas Wren and brothers built the Washington iron works
in Pottsville, and in 1851 they manufactured the machinery for the
first rolling mill in the country which made the "T" rail and bar iron,
that plant being located at Fishbach. a suburb of Pottsville.
The
Washington Iron Works Company was dissolved by mutual consent
in 1864. and Thomas Wren turned his attention more closely to coal
operations, in which he had been interested for some vears previously.
He owned and operated collieries at St. Clair. Mount Laffee. and had large interests in the workings at Eagle Hill.
Besides
:
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extensive connection with llic lmi .m.i mii Iuimihss. Mr. Wren
hn> lonu l)een identified vvitlt hanking; interest* Ixuh in i'l^ttsvillc .ind
t-ity, and also in titc t>r>;;iniz.ili<M) and upcration nf niannhi>»

indnslries
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Malian<iy
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(.'ily

in

He

localities.
18*15.

this l>e-

now owned and o|KTatid by (ieorgc 11. Wren, the
Thomas Wren has lieen twice married, six
born to his union with Mary Hay. his first wife. She

inc the industry
it

oi this article.

viiii.lren licing

died

May

Sarah
11,

I'.

Wren

Oct. i. 18^11. he was united in marriage with
10. 1S53.
Shorno. by which imion three children were lK>rn. Jcf irgc
was educated in the public schof)ls at I'nttsville and at l^ast(

nian's business collene. I'nughkecpsie, New ^'o^k.
He was jjrailuated from this institution in Nov.. 18*14.
He went to Mahanov ity
in iS*),;; and accepted the jxisition of manager and lxx)kkee|ier in the
t irant
iron works, then owned and operated by his father.
In 18*17
he fonnc<l a partnership with R. K. Lee. the finn title being I.ee &
Wren, and purchased the father's interest in the business.
This co|)artnership existed for ten years, during which lime the firm had built the
Klmwinvl colliery and sunk the sIoih" for the -.ame. and als<i cmmenceil the o|>eration of the Rough Diamond colliery.
Tluse mining
interests have flecreascd very materially since the absorption of most
of the coal lands in the vicinity by tlic Philadelphia & Reading Coal
and Iron Company. Much of the iron work required in operating
the mines, or in establishing new collieries in the vicinity of Mahanov City, has been made by the Grant iron works, as well as a large
amount of machinery for other manufacturers. The plant is equipped
with moflern appliances for turning out a diversified class of work
and affords remunerative employment to an average of fifty or more
skilled mechanics.
The buildings are substantial anrl amply sufficient for all requirements.
See history of Mahanoy City in Volume
I.
Mr. Wren was married Nov. 8, 1870. to Miss Lillie .\., daughter
of Thomas and Mary I'.edall. of Port Carl)on. They have two children. Mary H. and Thomas P.. Mr. Wren is a Republican in p<ilitical
affiliations, a memlx^r of the Masonic fraternity, and the family arc
Presbyterians in religious preferences.
Yearick, Rev. Zwingli A., the jKipular pastor of Trinity Refomied church of Shenandoah, is a native of Madisonburg. Center
county. Pa., where he was lx)rn on .\ug. 12. 1843.
He is one of
eight children born to Rev. William R. and Susanna (Ilackcnburg)
Vearick. lioth natives of Center county, and is the representative of
the fifth generation of the family in .\mcrica.
The name Vearick
was originally (ieorge. but the orthography was changed in the early
years of Rev. William R. Vearick's lifetime so as to preserve as
nearly as possible the original fJemian pronunciation of the name.
The founder of the family in the I'nited States was lobn George
George, who left his home in the Palatinate in southern Germany in
^/^'.^ anfl mailed from .\msterdani and located in Lowhill township.
Lehigh county. Pa.
His son. .Adam George, removed to Center
county in 1787 and his son, John George, was the father of Rev.
(.
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William R. Ycarick. The latter served the Reformed churcli for a
period of forty-two years continuously and died at the age of seventyone years.
The children of his marriage to Susanna Hackenljurg,
who died at the age of thirty-six years, were, in order of birth:
Zwingli, who is the subject of this sketch; J(jhn Nevin, wiio died at
the age of fifteen years and was buried with his mother Saraii M.,
who is the wife of Rev. T. S. Land, D. D., president of the Allentown college for women y\da O., who died at the age of thirty-six
years; Talitha A., who died at the age of fifty years; Carrie E., who
Ursinus W. D., who prepared
lives at Sellersville, Bucks county
for the ministry of the Reformed church at the theological seminary
at Lancaster and died at the age of forty years and Calvin H., who
After death had annulled the first union
died at the age of fifteen.
the father married again. Miss Wilhelmina Harple, of Uucks county,
becoming his wife. To them were born six children, of whom but
two survive Susan E., the wife of Dr. L. C. Johnstonbaugh, of
West Bethlehem, and J. Leidy, now studying in the Lancaster theological seminary to become a minister of the Reformed church. Rev.
Zwingli A. Yearick of this sketch received his collegiate education
at Franklin and Marshall college, in Lancaster, and upon graduation
he had the honor of delivering the philosophical oration. His theological training was received in the seminary in the same city and
his ministerial life was begun in the summer of 1875, when he was
assigned to the pastorate of the New Berlin charge, where he had
four congregations under his care.
Two years later he was transferred to Turbotville, Northumberland county, and there had charge
of three congregations for five years. At the. end of that period he
removed to Aaronsburg, Center county, which at the time had three
congregations in the pastorate.
Before he left, in 1889, to assume
a position in a larger field at Mercersburg, he had organized two
new congregations and had been the moving spirit in the erection
of three church edifices.
The Mercersburg charge comprised three
congregations at the time of his assumption of the pastorate, and in
the six years he was there one new congregation was organized, two
churches and a parsonage were built, another church was rebuilt
and the fourth was extensively repaired, besides which a heavy debt
was raised. In Dec, 1895, Mr. Yearick was made pastor at Lew'isburg, which at the time comprised but one congregation.
He soon
afterward organized a second, and served both.
His pastorate in
Shenandoah dates from March, 1899, when he assumed the charge of
Trinity church, with a membership of 450.
His coming, gave an
impetus to the work; the debt of $1,000 which was on the church
has been raised and the building has been materially repaired and
renovated, at a cost of $1,500. The sum of $3,500 has also been raised
for a parsonage and its improvements.
The Sunday school has an
enrollment of 300 students, under the charge of twenty-two teachers, and the church societies are the Missionar}- society, the Ladies'
Aid society and the Willing Workers' society, the last mentioned
being for children.
On Sept. 20, 1881, jNIr. Yearick married ]\Iiss
;
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born near Tttrlxilvillc, a claiiKlitcr of
Mr. Shnrtz. who \va>. a farmer,
Mrs. Ycarick received her
«lic<l May iH. i>*t)j. in Slu-naiuloali. Iowa.
r<lncatii<nal ailvantaKe<i in tl)e puhhc .schixjls >( White I'iKcon, Mich.,

Mar)
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tnm.i

.^miii,',

«

lit

ii.

«.!•.

I'roicnvk aiul Marijarct A. Sluirtz.

The
lather renioveil while -.he was Mill a vouiik ^irl.
Rev. Mr. ami Mr>. Vearick are seven in inimlHT. William, the eldest, is a graduate of I'raiiklin and Marshall college and
I'.ertha .Mice is a stuis now princi|Kit of schools at Alexandria, Pa.
dent in the senior year at the Keystone state normal school, at Kutztown: and the others. Clara May. l-'mma M.. Mary .\.. Rnth E. and
Snsan \\ .. are all in the puhlic scIuhiIs of Shenandoah. Mr. Ycarick
whitlier her

chililren of

;

is

at

present the secretary of the nnnisterial associatitm of .*shenan-

doah, a |)osition he has held for several years. Me is an inde|)endent
in his [wlitical views and docs much good in a »iuict and unassuming
way.
While a believer in the cause of temfwrancc he is sane and
rational in his sentiments and does not believe that the moral status
of the comnjunily can Ik- helped by a violent antagonism to the saloon
clement.
He is persuadetl that a rigid, conscientious enforcement
of the laws by the court ami by the comity and municipal officials.
the enactment of local option, the use of moral suasion, the incidcation of religious principles, and the tlevelopment of a proper public
sentiment, arc the correct metho<ls by which to undo all social evils,
whether they l)c inherent in the saloon or in other vicious institutions.
Yoder, Nathan D., pro|>rictor of the "('iraiid \iew" farm, near
Hcgiiis. was l)orn in l-'ldred township, Schuylkill county, Sept. 4.
184J.
He is a son of William and I'riggitta He Long) ^'ollcr. l>oth
natives of Pennsylvania
the father of Schuylkill and the mother of
P.erks county.
George Yoder. the grandfather of Xathan. and his
brother, .\braham. were the first of the name to settle in Schuylkill
county, locating in what is now Eldred township, where they secured
.\braham al.so built a
large tracts of l.ind and engaged in farming,
saw and grist mill, one of the first in the county, and this mill is still
standing. George Yoder married Elizabeth Reiner, of P>erks county,
(

—

—

Mary. Sallie. Hattic. Elizabeth. William
deceased.
William Yorlcr was a carpenter by
tra<le. as well as a farmer.
He also taught school for a while and
was an active worker for the temperance cause. He was interested in
music, was a good singer and a fine performer on the clarinet. When
the old Lutheran church was built in Eldred township he was one of
the contributors and always took great interest in its work.
In
politics he was a Democrat of the old school, though he was never
a seeker for office.
He was a poet of considerable ability. He died
at tlie age of forty-five years, and his widow, who lived with her
son Xatlian during the last twenty-four years of her life, died at
the age of seventy-eight. They had five children.
Mary Jane married George Hepler, and is now dead, and the others are living at
Hegins. where Enos D. is a watchmaker and jeweler Lewis D. is a
wheelwright, and William D. is a painter.
Xathan D. Y'oder was
educated in the local schools and at Freeburg academy, after which
and they had
.inrl

Charles

—

six children

all

now

:

;
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he began teaching. His first term was at Helfenstcin, his second at
home, and he then tanghl six terms at I'ountain. lie then moved to
Hegins and has taught in all twenty-four terms. In 1865 he bought
sixty-five acres of land in Hegins township and commenced farming.
In 1888 he bought the farm of 112 acres, known as the Wagner
place, some of which he has sold of? as lots in the village of Hegins.
He devotes considerable attention to fruit and stock growing, though
he raises all kinds of grain, and also owns and operates a saw mill.
His farm is one of the best improved in the township and shows
evidence of the intelligence and industry employed in its management. Jan. 29, 1864, Mr. Yoder was married to Miss Mary, daughter of Jacob and Hannah (Maurer) Hepler, of Eldred township,
and they have had the following children: Oliver H., a teacher,
married Lillie Jones and their children are Howard. Clarence, NelHannah died in childhood Jennie
son, Irene, Dorothy and Alice
is the wife of Walter Till, of Philadelphia, and has one daughter,
Mildred Ida, who is the wife of Albert Strausser, who is in the
asylum, a disabled engineer, has one son, Albert, and lives with her
Mima taught for
father, following the occupation of dressmaker
a time and is now the wife of Rev. E. S. Faust, a minister of the
Reformed church, at St. Thomas, Pa., with one son, Lawrence Y.
William F. taught for several years, graduated at the state normal
school in West Chester, and is now attending Franklin and Marshall
Alvina is at home with her parents Emma
college, at Lancaster
Clara died at the age of twenty-two years Jacob
also is at home
H. is attending school at West Chester preparing for college Luand Daisy is deceased. Mr. Yoder
ella is teaching at Reinerton
He
is a Republican and was for ten years a justice of the peace.
belongs to Hegins Lodge, No. 726, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, of which he was secretary for thirty years, and served four
terms as district deputy grand master. He and family are members
of the United Evangelical church. He is a friend of popular education and is a careful reader of scientific agriculture as well as Chris;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

and political subjects.
Yuengling, David G., deceased, founder of the great brewing
establishment of D. G. Yuengling & Son, of Pottsville, was born on
March 6, 1806, in the kingdom of Wiirtemberg, now a part of the

tianity

German

He

received his education in the schools of his nabrewing business there and in 1827 came
to America.
His first two years in this country were spent in Baltimore, Md., where he landed, but in 1829 he went to Lancaster, Pa.,
and after a short residence there came to Pottsville. Here he built
a small, unpretentious brewery on Center street, and from this humble beginning has developed the extensive plant of the D. G. Yuengling & Son brewery, one of the best equipped in eastern PennsA'lvania,
Mr. Yuengling continued actively connected with the concern
until his death, which occurred in 1877.
For almost half a century
Mr. Yuengling was closely identified with the commercial life and
municipal affairs of Pottsville.
During this time he was active in

empire.

tive province, learned the

35- Vol.
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COUNTY

NUt only was
limiiiKlinK the inlcrcsis «>f the city in various way>.
he >nicc»sful ill the ii|)btiil(ling cif the lircwing cunccrn which still
iH-ar- his name, hut he wan aUo connected with other indiiMrial cn-

He was the
trrpriM^ that have l»cen of j:rcat l>enefit to the city.
onipany.
lioMii^;
the
otiicc for
ias
I
I'ottsville
prciilent
of
the
first
a n«nnl>cr of years. an<l the present successful status of the company
is due in a great tncasurc to the s)i|H'rl) executive ahility he displayeil
in the managenicnt of its afTairs during the earlier years o( its existHe was for sonic time one of the directors of the Pottsvillc
ence.
Water Company, anil was actively assfKiated with several institutions
rolitically he was a Democrat, anil in nnmiciof similar character,
pal ix'lilics wicUlecl a large and heneficent influence, as he also di<l
<

Mr. Yuengling was a member of the German
county afTairs.
Luther.m church and took a commcmlahlc interest in all its good
works. I'or several years he held the office of vestryman and when
the German Lutheran cluirch wa.s creeled in Pottsvillc he gave
While this fact is generally known and ap$10,000 to the cause.
plaudcfl. he gave away many a dollar in unostentatious charity, of
which no one knew except the heiuficiary and the all-wise Creator.
Mr. Yuengling married Miss Elizalx-fli i'.etz, and they became the
)ne son. I-"redcrick,
parents of three sons and seven daughters.
succeeded to the management of the brewery u|K)n the death of his
Notwnthstanding Mr. Yuengling
father. (See sketch elscwhcrt.)
took great concern in public matters he could never be prevailed
upon to accept ptiblic office. He was a business man anrl his highest
In all his
ambition was to achieve success in his chosen vocation.
long and u.scful career he never trampled upon tiie rights or immunities of his fellow men. but was always open and above board
in his dealings, strictly honest, and "even his failings leaned to virConsequently his death was sincerely mourned by a
tue's side."
large number of friends and his loss will be felt for years to come,
especially among those with whom he was most intimately assoin

(

ciated.

—

The gentleman whose name begins this
represents the third generation of his family who have been
prominently identified with the brewing establishment r>f I). G.
Yuengling & Son. He is a son of Frederick G. Yuengling. a sketch
of whom will be found in this volume, and was l)om in Pottsvillc,
Sept. 2T, 1876. Neither time nor money was spared in his education,
and perhaps the trend of his life-work whs changed by the untimely
.After leaving the public schools of Pottsvillc
death of his fatlier.
he attended the Hill school in this city for three years pursued a
two years" course at Phillips academy, .\ndover. Mass.. and a course
of two years at Princeton university. Princeton. N'. J. He was then
called home to assume charge of the business which now engages his
attention, and which was conducted by his father until his death.
This arduous duty involves the superintendence of the large and intricate business in all its varied details.
Somewhat more than a hundred men are employed in the \-arious departments and about thirty
Yuengling, Frank D.
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He is a member of tlie United States

a director of the

iiv

Goou ..
Pennsylvania National bank and

Pottsville club, Pottsville

Commercial

club,

association.

Yuengling, Frederick G..
(Betz) Yuengling, was buu;
1848, and died in that city on Jan. 2
Pottsville public and high si-hools hi
Center county, graduated at a i.t'.-h
Y.; in 1865, and then coinpletei'
college, of Poughkecpsie, N. Y.
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teams and wagons arc in constant rc(|nisition in distriljiitinf^ tiie
product to the retail trade in surrounding towns and villages, while
Mr. Yuengling is a young man
the wholesale demand is very large.
of excellent business attainments and fine executive ability. fJn Apr.
24, 1907, he married Augusta C. Roseberry, of Pottsville, and they
are well known and ix)pular among the young jjcople of I'ottsville.
Mr. Yuengling holds membership in Pottsville Lodge, No. 207, lienevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and in the Masonic fraternity.
He is a member of the United States Brewers' association, the
Pottsville club, Pottsville Commercial club, Good Intent fire company,
a director of the Pennsylvania National bank and of the Union Hall
association.

Yuengling, Frederick G., deceased, a son of David G. and
Elizabeth (Betz) Yuengling, was born in Pottsville, Pa., Jan. 26,
After attending the
1848, and died in that city on Jan. 2, 1899.
Pottsville public and high schools he entered the State college, in
Center county, graduated at a private school on Staten Island, N.
Y.; in 1865, and then completed the course in Eastman's business
Upon finishing his education he
college, of Poughkeepsie, N. Y.
had the management of his father's brewery at Pottsville until 1871,
when he went to Europe to study the art of brewing in that country.
When he returned he entered the employ of the Berger & Engel
Brewing Company, of Philadelphia, for the purpose of obtaining a
more practical knowledge of the business, and in 1873 he became associated with his father under the firm name of D. G. Yuengling &
(See sketch of David G. Yuengling.) That name is still reSon.
tained by the brewery, though both the father and son have passed
The brewery is located on West Mahanto their eternal reward.
tongo street, Pottsville employs over 100 men in the various departments about thirty teams are kept in constant use, distributing the
product to the retail trade in the adjacent towns, while the wholesale trade extends throughout .Schuylkill. Northumberland. Dauphin,
Lebanon, Luzerne and Lycoming counties, as well as to New York,
Philadelphia, Boston and other large eastern cities.
The eminent
success of this brewer}' is due in a great measure to the thorough
preparation and technical skill of Frederick G. Yuengling, who gave
the best years of his life to improving the quality of their beer, ale
and porter, which have since been kept up to the high standard he
established.
Mr. Yuengling was also interested in a number of other
enterprises, though he is best remembered as the active head of the
great brewery that still bears his name.
He was president of the
Pottsvjlle Gas Company
vice-president of the Schuylkill Electric
Railway Company and the Schuylkill Real Estate, Title Insurance
and Trust Company and a director in the Safe Deposit bank and the
Pottsville Water Company.
In all these corporations the high order
of his executive ability was demonstrated, and his associates esteemed
hirri as a man of rare tact and discrimination in the management of
affairs.
In fraternal circles he was a member of Pulaski Lodge, No.
216, Free and Accepted Masons, in which he was deservedly popu;

;

;
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Zapf. Charles, a prosperous brewer residing in Mincrsville. was
lxirn in Haden, ticnnany, June 22. 1836. a son of Charles and Cecelia
/.apt. The father, who was a liiinlKrman. reared a family of ten
The suhject of this review
children, of whom hut three are living.
received such educational advantages as were atTordcd by the schools
of his native land anil then learned the trade of brewer anil coo|K'r.
His residence in the L'nited .States dates from 1854, in which year
Later in the same year he went to
he immigrated to Philadelphia.
I'ottsvillc to enter the employ of the old (ieorgc I-awer I'rcwing
Coni|>any. suhse(|uently working in that town for F. C. Kuenczlcr
In 1870 he came to Mincrsville and for five
J. (i. Yucngling.
years was in the employ of Daniel Frier. Then he embarked in the
brewery business on his own account anfl has continued in it most
successfully.
The concern now employs seven men. including Mr.
Zapf's two sons, and manufactures a beer noted for its jjurity and
wholcsomencss. Mr. Zapfs other business interests inclufle a direc( )n
torship in the Mincrsville Savings bank.
.\ug. 17. 1856. he was
united in marriage to Miss Cathcrina Ebcrly. a native of Schuylkill
county, and a daughter of the late Christian and Koscna Ebcrly. To
Mr. and Mrs. Zapf were horn four children. William, the eldest, is
engaged in business with his father. He married Miss Mary Hart,
by whom he has one child. Earl.
Fred, also engaged in business
with his father, married Miss Jennie Schrop and is the father of two
children, Clyde and Helen.
Matilda is Nlrs. Patrick Gilmore residing in W'illiamstown and Louisa is Mrs. James Clendenning. of
Chester. Pa.
The parents are both memliers of the German Lutheran church, in which faith the children were reared.
In 1861 Mr.
Zapf enlisted at President Lincoln's call for 75.000 volunteers for
three months' service.
The regiment was exposed to hanlships and
exposure in \'irginia and was on the way to participate in the first
battle of Bull Run when it was learned that the action had ceased.
When his tenn of enlistment had expired he was mustered out and
did not return to the service.
He is a member of the Mincrsville
post of the Grantl .Army of the Republic, but is idcntifiefl with no
secret organization.
Mr. Zapf is a man of innate business sagacity,
enterprising and enthusiastic and is held in high esteem by the citizens of the community.
Zerbey, Joseph Henry, editor and proprietor of the Pottsville
Daily Republican and Weekly Schuylkill Republican, who, by his
own personal efforts and with the assistance of his two newspapers,
has done much to build up his native town of Pottsville, Pa., was
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June 15, 1858, the tliird one of the five sons of Wilham Merkle
The father, William Merkle
Zerbey and liis wife, Sarah Louise.
Zerbey, was born in (Jrwigsburg, Schuylkill county, in 1824, and
twenty years later removed to Pottsvillc, in which place he resided
Father Zerbey was possessed of unusually
until his death, in 1891.
lovable, energetic characteristics and was noted for his strict integ-

and perfect habits. He originally learned the trade of carpenter,
but early in life engaged in the manufacture of window decorations,
and for many years he was one of Pottsville's prominent merchants,
being admired by all with whom he came in contact. Quiet and unostentatious, he refused political preferment a number of times, being
content to act as an official of, first, the Evangelical, and afterward
the Methodist Episcopal church, and also of several financial institutions.
The mother, Mrs. Sarah Louise (Swalm) Zerbey, also a native of Orwigsburg, was born in 1832 and is still living at the time
of the publication of this sketch. The children born to William M.
and Sarah L. Zerbey were Ella, widow of Charles D. Elliott, for
some years the associate editor of the Daily Republican William,
deceased Adelia E. married Frank A. Harper, an official of the Philadelphia & Reading Coal and Iron Company, and after his decease
she married Horace S. Kirk, a foreman of the Philadelphia & Reading car shops John F., for years a bank cashier, next clerk to the
county commissioners, and latterly national bank examiner Heber
S., formerly a tutor by profession and afterward succeeding to the
business of W. M. Zerbey & Son, window decorations, stationery,
etc.; Robert A., for several years associate business manager of the
Daily Republican, died in 1893 Frederick E., division superintendent
Wilkes Barre district, Lehigh Valley Coal Company and Sara Frances, wife of W. B. Hill, engaged in the manufacture of pianos, etc.,
in New York.
Joseph H. Zerbey, the subject of this sketch, was
married June 16, 1880, to Cora E., daughter of Gen. Joshua K. Sigfried, of Pottsville.
Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Zerbey have had a family of
five children
Miss Frances, Miss Edith, deceased Joseph Henry,
The family
Jr., and two little girls, Misses Mildred and Elizabeth.
home is located or Howard avenue, at the corner of Fifteenth street.
Joseph H. Zerbey was educated in the excellent schools of Pottsville
and graduated from the high school in 1875, before he was seventeen years old, standing one of the highest in his class.
Shortlv thereafter he took up permanent work at his chosen vocation, in the office
of the Schuylkill Republican, then being published at Minersville, a
suburb of Pottsville. He thoroughly acquainted himself with all the
duties of the various departments of the newspaper and publishing
business, starting in as the latest apprentice, although he was urged
to at once devote all his time to the business department, but he
worked as a printer in the daytiine and at night labored long hours
at the business and reportorial work.
The Schuylkill Republican,
which in its prime was undoubtedly the most wide-awake and best
representative weekly' newspaper ever printed in the Schuylkill coal
region, was established Dec. I4y- 1872, by Charles D. Elliott and John
rity
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O. Beck,

at

ttiat

lime

well
buHinciS

l>otli

known

practical

printers, actively

iVcininp that
a hrst-cia.s.s o|Hinng lor a j;oo<l, np-to-rlatc cinnity ncwsjvipcr rcprcscntuig the free, nnhiase«l, untraininclcd views of the
people of the region, these veterans combined tluir enerny and experiences, and on the alwvc date began the publicati<in of this old-

enjj.ijjcd in the ncwsivajH'r

there

in the

county

scat.

was

time, splendidly |K>pnlar news{>a|)er at Minersville, four miles from
with varying fortunes the two partners worked in harrottsville.
mony until June of 1874, when, as a result of failing health. Mr.
Ileck retired and C. IX Klliott In-camc the sole editor and proprietor,
continuing at the business until Sept.. 1S7S. when J. 11. /.crbey. the
subject of this sketch, who had been in charge of the I'otlsvillc
branch office from, and set type for, the first publication of the pajKT
in 1872, and afterward a regular employe of the concern, became a
partner, and, a year later, in 1870. Mr. Zerbey acquired the sole

ownership of the entire establishment from Mr. Klliott. who went
west 'to engage in the newspaper business in his native state of WisFor a weeklv newspajx-r witliout any daily pajx-r afliliation
consin.
the Schuylkill Rcpubhcan alw.iys maintained a widesprea<l reputation as a fearless, outspoken e.\i>onent of the interests of the people,
favoring anti-ring Republicanism, opposed to corjxjration and class
domination, and at all times advocating the rights of the masses as
With the inception of Mr.
against the usurpation of the classes.
Zerbey's sole ownership and active editorship new life was put into
the publication in every department, as well as the latest machinery
and appliances added to the ef|uipment. and with this aiul the new
energy thus directing its management the paper took on fresh impetus and soon was commanding such an extended influence in the
coal region, and had such a large number of readers, that it was
deemed best to move the publication office to Pottsvillc. which was
done in April. 1884. The proprietor felicitated himself with what
was considered a splendid achievement at that time, making the
change without interference with tfie regular publication of the
paper, the printing office apparatus being move<l from the one town

and continuing its publication uninterruptedly without
from any other establishment. In Pottsville the Schuylkill Republican was located in the Clay building, opposite the .Academy of Music, within half a block of Center street, on Mahantongo
street, almost exactly on the site of the first early-day postofficc of
the town, a place which had Ix-en the scene of numerous newspaper
failures, which same fate was predicted for the Sciiuylkill Republican at that time by many people, even counting among these some

to die other

assistance

of the paper's best friends but there never was such a word as fail
in the make-up of the proprietor of this newspaper establishment.
After a busy experience as a weekly paper, at the end of five months,
without any preliminary preparations, it was suddenly decided by Mr.
Zerbey. on Oct. 28: 1884. to start the publication of an every-dayexcept-Sunday issue, and on that date the Pottsville Daily Republican
was bom. In size the new candidate for public favor was hardly
;
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window pane, but it was "chuck full" of news and original
From the start the paper at once jumjjed into public favor,

than a

matter.

and notwithstanding the field was supposed to be thorou^'hly occupied by the then well established daily papers, morning and evening,
yet the newcomer made rapid strides on the road U> ultimate great
success, and at the end of two years was enlarged, receiving telegraphic
From 1884 to 1895
dispatches and putting in new presses and type.
the Daily Republican continued in its original quarters, although it
needed more elbow room and additional facilities, as the business kx'pt
on constantly increasing, with the paper being enlarged from time to
time. On July 5, 1895, the entire plant, with its afternoon and weekly
publication business, together with a well organized job and book
binding trade and all the extensive equipment necessary thereto, was
moved to an old foundry building at the corner of Howard and Railroad streets, without losing a single edition of the daily paper, the
entire publication being continued with the office's own equipment and
the whole business going on uninterruptedly as if no heavy machinery
or hundreds of tons of apparatus had to be moved. While the paper
was being published in these temporary quarters, work on a new building on the site of the old one, and the gathering in of the latest maOn Dec. 9,
chinery and up-to-date appliances were pushed ahead.

handsome new four-story, specially constructed printingbuilding was declared completed, the old equipment was moved
back, and then, with the addition of the new machinery and other
appliances, including linotype, stereotyping and perfecting-press machinerv that had already been put in place in the new home, the publication of the daily paper, at that time running five editions a day,
was continued without interruption, notwithstanding the removal from
the temporary to the new permanent building, several squares apart.
For weeks after the new building was occupied, in the midst of one
of the bitterest winter seasons, heavy canvas had to be used to take
the place of the regular basement front, which had been unavoidably
delayed, and yet in spite of these and other mechanical difficulties the
From
different editions jf the paper were printed uninterruptedly.
the occupancy of this new building and the addition of its splendid,
fresh equipment, the progress of the Pottsville Daily Republican was
specially pleasing to its editor and proprietor, a wonderment to its
friends and the envy of its enemies. To-day tlie Pottsville Republican
enters into nearly 12,000 homes within a radius of twenty miles of
Pottsville, and it stands forth as one of tlie most successful newspaper
ventures the interior of the state has ever witnessed, this result being
the outcome of the tenacious determination and unceasing hard work
of Joseph H. Zerbey, the editor and proprietor since 1879 of the
Schuylkill Republican, weekly, and of the Pottsville Daily Republican,
founded by him in 1884. In its time the Pottsville Daily Republican,
under Mr. Zerbey's able direction and careful editorship, has accomplished great v^'ork for the home community, and has always been
found leading the vanguard in the battle for additional local industries, purification of home government, building up of the hard-coal
1895, the

office

SCHUYUKILL

5,Vi

nuiim

an<l

lUlM Y

the elevation of the coiulition

.Vinontf tlic .sjx-cial results accoii)pli>liec|

i>f

tlu-

ihojiIi-

by Mr. ZitIkv

aii<l

^jciurally.
his Paiiy

Republican were the inception of the inovenients that led to the present
(lay extensive Tilt silk mill, aiul the nnnierons shirt anil stocking
lactory industries the afTordinj; of rival steam railway facilities for
the lowxr Schuylkill coal tiehl. whereby, through the Repul)lican's
advocacy, the Lehigh \alley and Pennsylvania railroad coni|>anie!t
built into I'ottsville; the improvement of the lelcpraph an<l telephone
facilities; the active encouragement and ]»articipation taken in the
orpani/ation of the Steam-Heat. the Anthracite and l-.dison lilectric
l.ifjht and other local utility companies; the erectitm of the first
private business building, the Daily Republican otlice. of fire-proof
construction the buildinp of the electric railway in Tottsville, with
Mr. Zcrbey as the secretary, his fathcr-in-lavv, Gen. J. K. SiRfried.
|>residcnt. and his brother, John I-". Xerbey, the treasurer, which was
the sixth orpanization of its kind to be started in the I'nited States;
the establishing of a Iloard of Trade, of which Mr. Zerbey has been
the president for many years; and the popularizinjj of the I'ottsville
.Mutual l-'ire Insurance Co.. a conservative institution that has done
nuich for the town, and of which for nearly a score of years Mr.
Zerbey has been president.
Hesides all these, he is a director in a
numlier of public institutions and associations, a member of the I'ottsville club, and one of the active spirits in the (Outdoor club, with handsome quarters in the western limits of town and also six-cially worthy
of note is the very prominent part taken by Mr. Zerbey, and endorsed
by his newspaper, in the construction of the magnificent Sttm.oon
church edifice of the I'irst Mcthotlist Episcopal congregation, a
structure which is undoubtedly the most imposing at this time of all
the public institutions that have yet been erected here in Pottsville.
Mr. Zerl)ey was chairman of the congregational meeting that decided
to enter ujHin the construction of a new church, and also was a very
active memlxT of the building committee in charge of its construction, and was chairman of the finance committee of the l>oard of
trustees
These are some of the many splendid achievements which
are drawn out of the laborious work of the editor and the important
influence of his newspaper.
In political work Mr. Zerbey, with his
newspaper, has been very influential and successful, always being
ready to assist in curing the evils in the Republican party whenever
they iKcame too glaring. During its career the Republican has been
very largely instrumental in revolutionizing the conducting of the
county's business affairs, and for the eight years preceding if)o6, it
fonnulated and made a success of the system whereby the county was
given the best administration of the county commissioners' office that
it has ever had, resulting in numerous economies and a very heavy
decrease in tlie county's debt and tax rate. Several times in its history
the Republican has seen fit to assist in the defeat of unworthy party
candidates, and one year, by maintaining its own county organization,
the Republican elected an entire reform legislative delegation, whereby the local professional lobbyists were relegated to the rear, never
;
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to get back their com])k'tc conlrnl (if tlic jjarly's inacliiiicry.
the pul)hcatioii of the Daily liepiihiican was started it was only a very
unusual exccjjtion for a Rei)ul)licaii nominee to be electefl to any
office in Schuylkill ccMuily, but as a result of the Republican's efforts
to improve the administration of local affairs and the thorough support given its movements by the general public, the political complexion of the county has been reversed and Schuylkill placed among
the regular Republican majority districts of the state. Mr. Zerbey has
always been a strong friend of the working men and has assisted
very materially in ameliorating their condition he is a firm believer
in the principles of the Rejjublican jxirty, antl while taking an active
part in politics has nevertheless always refused ]jolilical preferment, de;

all proffers of nomination and appointment to office, declaring
unswerving devotion to his newspaper work, and considering that
of sufficient honor and prominence, a field wherein he may act at all
times, free and untrammeled, for what he thinks will be for the best
His unrelenting
interests of his party and of the people generally.
battles against public wrong and his plain, outspoken utterances have
made him at times bitter enemies, but he has never let these or any
thoughts of personal comfort swerve him from doing what he considers is right.
He is known for always making his word good, and
for his willingness to lead the forlorn hope in matters of public importance, by liis tenacity of purpose frequently turning impending
disastrous defeat into splendid success. In his profession Mr. Zerbey
is very highly thought of, and has been frequently importuned to engage in newspaper ventures in some of the large cities. For a quarter
of a century he has been the resident correspondent for the coal
region of the Associated Press and its affiliated organizations, besides
acting as regular correspondent for such prominent metropolitan publications as the New York Sun, New York World, Philadelphia
Record, etc. At present he is president of the Schuylkill County Editorial Association, and when the newspaper men of the state inaugurated their movement for advertising and purchasing business
co-operation Mr. Zerbey was made the president of the Publishers'
Business League branch of the Pennsylvania State Editorial Association
he is also a member of the Pen and Pencil Club, with headquarters in Philadelphia.
Mr. Zerbey has been a great traveler, always declaring that travel was the best means of self-education. He
is an intense American, and the only secret society he ever acquiesced
in joining was that of the Patriotic Order of Sons of America.
Zimmerman, John H., a well known contractor and builder of
Pottsville, was born in the borough where he now resides, Nov. 28,
1856.
His father, Henry Zimmerman, was born in Northumberland
county, in 1 819, and his mother, whose maiden name was Abigail
Heiser, was a native of Schuylkill Haven, Schuylkill county. In 1832
Henry Zimmerman, then thirteen years of age, came to Pottsville and
entered upon his apprenticeship at the carpenter's trade.
When he
was twenty-one he began work as a journeyman and he continued in
this way for several j^ears, when he engaged in contracting for him-
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death, in 1805, ^^ ''"^ •'•P^ '^'f seventy-six years.
Diirinp his active
career he erected many residences in I'ottsvillc and vicinity, as well
as a ninnber of twnk and t)iisiness hlocks, and several ptdilic hiiililinRs.
He left a family of nine children, viz.: latherinc, Charles I-'.,
liis

Kmma. John II.. Sanniel 11.. Anna, Mary. Carrie, and William II.
Catherine is now Mrs. C. W. Wells; .Anna is Mrs. I'.. II. rowcll
and Carrie i.s Mrs. W. R. Whitney. John II. Zimmerman received
his education in the I'ottsvillc public schools, i;radnatinp in the high
school with the class of 1S75. He then learned the carpenter's trade
with his father, aiul in 1S85 iK-came a pnrtrur in the business, smjii
afterward assuming the active management, anrl ujion his father's
tleath. he became the sole proprietor.
His lonjj experience has eminently qualified him for the erection of any class of buildinRS, and his
wide acquaintance in his native county has placed him among the
foremost men in his line.
Promptness and pood workmanship arc
his distinpuishinp characteristics, anrl it has always been his policy
to carry out the spirit as well as the letter of his contracts.
He has
been a memlier of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows ever since
he attained his majority, is a Republican in his political belief, and
takes an active interest in every movement that has for its object the
advancement of the moral and material welfare of Pottsvillc.
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