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FOREWORD

Of the great ancient works of Tamilnad known for
their moral profundity and weighty comments on life
and thought, Tirukkural and Naladiyar stand foremost.
The proverbial saying “sreyi @rewr@in Ceregyss
oy @ (the couplets of Tirukkural and the quatrains of
Naladiyar are the best of ethical sayings) glorifies their
value in a single sentence. Great ethical and philosophi-
cal utterances have been rendered in poetic form in
Naladiyar. The poetic value of the stanzas cannot be
underestimated although it is true that their moral value
pre-eminently appeals to the readers. W. H. Hudson
observes: ‘there is no reason why poetry should not be
the outcome of philosophy and the vehicle of philosophic
truth without sacrificing anything of its essential poetic
qualities and graces.” Naladiyar belongs to that category
of poetry which celebrates philosophic truth without
sacrificing its essential poetic charm. The writers of
these stanzas were poets who also wished to be great
teachers and moralists.

The authorship of this work is ascribed to a group
of Jain ascetics who lived in the third or fourth century
A.D. Its compilation has a tale to tell. In a critical
situation of famine in the Pandiya Country, a group of
eight thousand Jain asceticssleft their place each leaving
a stanza behind him. Of them four hundred are said



v NALADIYAR

to have been selected and compiled. The stanzas them-
selves testify to the fact that this is not the work
of a single author, but of many belonging to the same
school and age. That is why we find repetition of
ideas as in stanzas 207 and 210 and similarity of expres-
sion as in stanzas 230 and 238. That this work is
later than Tirukkural is evident from the classification
and arrangement of chapters on the model of the latter,
the whole work consisting of three parts and each
chapter containing ten stanzas. But this classification
is not so apt and so complete as in Tirukkural, as may
be seen from the loose connection of the following
stanzas to the chapters in which they are placed :—

Stanza No. Chapter No.
33, 34, 35, 39, 40 4
58 6
78 to 80 8
102 11
111 to 120 12
124 to 126, 128 13
181 to 183 19

The words and ideas expressed in stanza No.305 are not
different from those of the Tirukkural couplets Nos.
1061 and 1069.

This is a Jain work laying great stress on renuncia-
tion. The ascetic note is*struck in almost all the
chupters except those on High birth (15), The Support
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-of kindred (21), Scrutiny in forming friendships (22),
Bearing and forbearing in friendship (28), Unreal friend-
ship (24) and Chaste matronhood (247). Yet, like
Tirukkural, it appeals to the learned of all religions and
sects by virtue of the eternal truths it explains and the
moral philosophy it expounds. There is also a special
effectiveness in elucidating certain ideas in four lines
with appropriate emotional fervour as in stanzas 36, 40
and 83, which is not eo easily possible in the couplets of
"Tirukkural.

The whole struggle of the human race from
barbarism to civilisation is one continuous effort to main-
tain and extend its moral dignity. The learned among
the ancient Tamils had perceived this clearly and laid
due emphasis in their teachings on the moral and ethical
aspects of human life. The Tamils are fortunate enough
in having preserved these noble teachings in their
-ancient language and, as Dr. G. U. Pope has remarked,
“Tirukkural and Naladiyar throw a flood of light upon
the whole ethical and social philosophy of the Tamil
people.” Dr. Pope’s characteristic enthusiasm, sincerity
and passionate search for truth enabled him to realise
the value of these works and introduce them to the
Westerners through his translations. He carried out his
project very successfully. The grammatical notes, the
metrical introduction and the lexicon and concordance
appended to his translation are scholarly and instructive.
His translation has an ‘inspiring quality and is
nowhere a travesty of the original. We are greatly



X NALRADIYAR

indebted to him for his valuable services to the advance_
ment of Tamil language and literature.

The South India Saiva Siddhanta Works Publishing
Society deserves our congratulations and thanks for
having published this useful translation of Naladiyar by
a renowned scholar and ardent lover of Tamil. F. W,
Ellis’ translation of some of the stanzas given at the
end of the book adds to the value of this publication.

*}%“gfﬂjjzo M. Varadarajan.



INTRODUCTION

THIS edition of a popular Tamil Classic was
undertaken mainly with the view of assisting Europeans
to acquire some acquaintance with classical Tamil. It
is intended to be taken up after the study of the Second
Catechism of Tumil Grammar; and is a companion volume:
to the Kurral: these two great works serving us
mutual commentaries, and together throwing a flood of
light upon the whole ethical and social philosophy of the
Tainil people.

I am not withont a hope and belief that such
editions of their great classics may find favour with
some at least of the great multitude of young Tamil men
who pursue with enthusiasm and fair success their
English studies, but are, 1 apprehend, in some danger,
alas ! of neglecting their own wonderful language.

To avoid repetition, the student is referred to the
introduction to the Aurral for information on many
matters connected with Tamil, and important to those
who would thoroughly master the Nulads.

This work is recommended to the student of Tami}
for several weighty reasons.

These are not so much the originality of its
teaching, as the peculiar terseness and vigour of its.
style ; and the fidelity with Which it reflects the thoughts
and ideas of the great mass of the Tamil people, and
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indeed of the yeomanry of India; for, though composed
most probably by Jains, it contains scarcely any traces
of their peculiar tenets. [For these the student must
read the Jivaga Chintamant, and this is no easy tasks
though made easier by the publication of an admirable
edition of it by Mr. Ve. Caminathaiyar.

The Naladi-nannurru,or ‘Four Hundred Quatrains,’
is often called the Vellalar-Vetham, the ‘Bible of the
Cultivators of the soil,’

Not only is it one of the text-books prescribed for
the Oriental Honour School of this University, but it is
moreover a chief subject of examination in the Madras
University ; and is taught, in some shape, in every
vernacular school in the Tamil country.

I have therefore in my official capacity prepared
under some disadvantages, this edition, in the hope of
bringing at least a few European minds into closer
contact with those of our Tamil fellow-subjects; and of
indpcing young Tamil students to bring the freer and
more invigorating, though more laborious methods of
European study to bear upon their own great classics.

A recent Tamil editor of the Naladi begins his
preface with these words, ‘The Naladiyar is one of the
moral text-books emanating from the (Madura) Academy,
(##sw) and, therefore, came into existence 4000 years
ago!'

He also gives, with slight variations, the current
tradition regarding the 400 quatrains. It is briefly this :
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‘Once on a time, 8000 !Jain ascetics, driven by famine,
came to a Pandiyan king and were supported by him.
When the famine was over they prepared to return to
their own country, though the king wished to retain the
learned strangers who added lustre to his court. At
last the poets were driven to depart secretly by night,
In the morning it was found that each bard had left on
his seat a quatrain. These were examined and found to
differ widely from one another. The king then ordered
them all to be thrown into the river Vaigai, when it was
found that the palm-leaf scrolle containing these 400
quatrains ascended the river against the current, and
came to the bank. To these the king gave the name of
Naladiyar (the quatrainists).” Some other verses reached
the banks at various spots, and are found in two
collections, called ‘Old sayings’ (wyQ@wrf) and ‘The
Essence of the way of virtue’ (o p@sHssrriv). These
atter works have never obtained the popularity enjoyed
by the Naladiyar; and I should regard them as mainly
imitations due to a later period, though some of the
verses are certainly more or less ancient.

These traditions point to & collection of popular
verses made after the impalement of the Samanar (or
Amanar = Jains, lit, ‘naked ones’), perhaps in the fime
of Sundara Pandiyan (or Kun-Pandiyan), who probably
lived in the twelfth century A.D.

These verses, mainly bit not, I think, exclusively
of Jain origin, were doubtless expurgated by the Caivas,
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under whose chief guardianship Tamil literature has
since remained.

They were re-edited, interpreted, arranged, and
forced into a kind of parallelism to the Kurral by
Pathumanar (‘a lotus’), of whom nothing is really
known. I have printed an elegant invocation ascribed
to him. No other editor has done much for the quatrains.

The fact that to them exclusively the title of
Nalads (or quatrain) was given seems to render it
probable that they constitute some of the earliest
specimens of this elegant metre, the Alcaic of Tamil.

As might be expected - from their history, no
consistent and developed system of philosophy, religion,
.or morals can be deduced from them; and it may be said
with truth that these utterances have too little sequence
and connexion to admit of any scientific criticism. Yet
it is a kind of merit to put a happy point upon a
commonplace ; and these epigrams, drawn sometimes
from Sanskrit sources and oftener forming the ground of
ornate Sanskrit verses, written in imitation or rivalry,
have become household words through all South India.

I am unwilling to enter here on any discussion of
the date of this and other Tamil classics, since there are
scarcely any ascertained facts or ancient inscriptions
from which to reason. The discussion of these matters
requires aptitude, leisure, ‘and opportunity for archaeo-
logical research (and these I do not possess), in addition to
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a critical acquaintance with Tamil literature. The want
of this last essential has rendered many otherwise
profound researches almost valueless. A very careful
consideration of many masterpieces of Tamil literaturs
leads me to think that between A. D. 800 and 1200 the
greatest of these works were composed. Internal
evidence, as far as I see, is all we have to rely on.

Hiouen-Thsang, the Buddhist pilgrim who visited
the continent of India in 640 A. D., says that in
Malakuta the people were not much addicted to the
cultivation of literature, and only valued the pursuit
of wealth; and mentions Jains as the most prominent
gect, Now, this MNalakuta, must be Malakotta,
Moalainadu, Malaya, Malayalam, and seems to have
included the whole Southern part of the Madras
Presidency (Hultzsch, South-Indian Inscriptions, vol, ii
part i, p. 2 note) : the Pandya and Cera Kingdoms.

The Jains were great students and copyists of
books (Burnell, S. I. Palaeography, p. 88). We may
feel quite sure that the seventh century A. D, at the
latest, saw the beginning of Tamil literature under Jain
auspices. Perhaps the Jains fostered the vernaculars
partly out of opposition to the Brahmans. Reformers
and missionaries, who generally address themselves to
the intelligent middle classes, have often been the most
assiduous students and promoters of the vulgar tongues.
Quatrain 243 of the Naladi'shows the feeling of hostility
that existed between North and South: between
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Hindus and Jains. The great antiquity of Tamil, which
is the one worthy rival of Sanskrit, is abundantly plain.

The ancient grammatical works existing in Tamil,
and its wonderful metrical system, prove its assiduous
cultivation for long ages An elaborate, scientific series
of metres, such as Tamil glories in, adapted to every
style and theme of composition, is the growth of
centuries. Classical Tamil bears every mark of slow
and natural evolution; but the subject is complicated by
the number of works in circulation falsely attributed to
old writers. The many really ridiculous forgeries of
this kind bring discredit on all Tamil literature. Tamil
scholars should banish, among other things, such
spurious works as many of those aftributed to Agastya,
Avvai, Pattanattu-pillai, and others.

There is no mention of God in the Naladi (save in
the quite modern invocation) and no trace of religion.
In this respect the quatrains differ from the Kurral.
There are indeed a few poetical references to certain
deities, and allusions to popular beliefs and rites, but the
barde evidently were not orthodox Hindus.

The misery of embodiment (.9pefl) in successive
and infinitely varied forms, and the bliss of release
(p8@) from all of these, are often expressed and
illustrated with every kind of figure. It is assumed
that always, to all, conscious existence on earth, as wely
as in any heavens or hells, 18 an absolute evil. Here, of
course, 'we find ourseives in antagonism.
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Yet pervading these verses there seems to me to be
a strong sense of moral obligation, an earnest aspiration
after righteousness, a fervent and unselfish charity, and
generally a loftiness of aim that are very impressive,
I have felt sometimes as if there must be a blessing in
store for a people that delight so utterly in compositions
thus remarkably expressive of a hunger and thirst after
righteousness. They are the foremost among the
peoples of India, and the Kurral and Naladi have helped
to make them so.

It is in vain to discuss elaborately the origin and
possible sources of the work. The majority of the
verses were almost certainly sung by Jain ascetics,
yet there are a few that seem to be from the Maha-
bharata, and undoubtedly many of the quartrains
are fragments of the old ethical teaching which goes
under the name of Niti-Castra. The history of south
India permits us to expect to trace not only Buddhist, or
Jain, but also Greek, Chiristian, and even Muhammadan
influences in the early Tamil classics, as much almost
as those inspired by Sanskrit writings. When we
examine each quatrain as an artistic whole—a kind of
cameo—we find that there are several distinct and
clearly marked types. Some of these may be convenient-
ly arranged in classes.

1. There are the cimply didactic.

Here the student must first master the third and
fourth lines, in which is enunciated the truth, precept, or:
1
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principle, of which the former part of the quatrain gives
the proof or illustration. This is a prevailing type also
in the Kurral. A Venba verse, like a sonnet, should
have a very effective and striking finish.

This is seen in the first quatrain, where the
aphorism is, ‘worldly prosperity is a thing of no account.

This axiom is illustrated by a matter of daily
experience. The connective is erefleor="‘if this is an
undeniable fact, then........" Compare also 293.

2. One class of the didactic quatrain depends for
its effectiveness chiefly on some apt and ingenious simile,
illustration, or analogy. To us some of these seem
forced and fanciful conceits, but we really are not always
in a position to judge or rightly estimate them.

In 290 the aptness of the figure, the beauty of the
expression, the wonderful terseness of the conclusion,
fogether with the perfection of the form and rhythm,
leave nothing to be desired.

3. In some of these the simile is simply thrown
in, while the most prominent thing is the clear enuncia-
tion of a truth. Here the whole runs on like rhetorical
prose. Examples of this are 8, 49, 87.

4. Some are cumulative, with or without a climax.

Thus in 65 we find three statements, with a thread
of connexion: ‘It is thg difficulty of the achievement
that makes it meritorious.” In 80 we have three precepts.
"In 100 there is a climax. See 4, 55, 88.
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5. Others are enumerative, where the various
parts and accessories of some idea are summed up. See
74, 81, 83, 34, 119.

6. A few are antithetic, suggesting a contrast with
or without a simile; as, 48, 51, 52, 89.

7. A very féw contain puns. So 39, 56.

If I am not deceived there is in many of these
verses something far beyond mere technical skill. At
times by a few happy touches an idea is expressed in
such apt language, and illuminated by such a picturesque
use and adaptation of fumiliar words, each chosen with
truest and most accurate discrimination, that the
quatrain becomes a group of life-like pictures, on which
the mind is fain to linger long, and to which it recurs
often. In this matchless verse [185]—

s66f] SmTuded & DT BTETHED

Quae A%ré® n 1960 Lie—0 Seirof) e

s gowsyew &puba BQrTEwL

wr guesr &HDH O piflng.—
not a syllable could be spared ; while almost every word
is common and easy, yet is the very fittest and is used
in its exact meaning. It is somewhat archaic ;—has
a fascinating air of mystery;—pleasantly exercises and
amply rewards the student’s ingenuity ;—seems dark at
first, but once lit up, sparkles for ever.

Thus %enr=shore suggests a metaphor: ‘learning
is s shoreless—infinite—ocean.’
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Then comes the simple antithesis, ‘the learners’
days are few.” In Tamil the use of the same root twice
(in se@efl and spuer) and again in the third line
(spuGer) imparts an added charm.

Into these perfectly (to Tamil ears) harmonious
lines is compressed a whole chapter :

‘The suljects of study (@evefd with a plural verb)
are infinitely numerous; but the learners’ days are few :
and if it be calmly thought out, men are liable to many
diseases. [.9ewfl = natural infirmities or “bonds,” that
enfeeble and restrict.] Youthful enthusiasm may lead
men to anticipate great and varied triumphs; calm
reflecttion teaches them their natural weakness. So, men
ghould learn with discrimination (G .seref g), examining
closely (grmuis) things befitting (gemin, “suit, satisfy,
gladden’”) them, with intelligence (©sfg) like that of
the bird (the semi-divine Hanca), that drinks only the
milk and leaves the water, when these mingled are
presented to it.” Of course this last is received as a
fact!

I have gratefully to acknowledge the liberal
assistance of the Secretary of State for India in Council
as formerly in the case of the Kurral. The Delegates of
the Clarendon Press procured type especially for the
book, and made the arrangements by which this Tamil
classic is issued with- a (typograpical accuracy hardly
ever attained in a similar work. To them my most
grateful thanks are due.
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His Highness the Maharaja of Travancore has also
subscribed liberally to the work.

To the skill, patience, and unwearied zeal of
Mr. Pembrey, Oriental reader at the Clarendon Press, it
is mainly due that no table of errata is needed to a work
so complicated and difficult.

1t will be seen that the editor and translator has
sought cavefully and patiently to interpret his authors,
and has avoided all controversy. His aim in this work
has been simply to introduce Tamil thoughts to English
students. We need to understand one another and love
one another, 1f we ure to be of any mutual benefit. He
who knows and loves ‘sweet’ Tamil may come to know
and love those to whom it 1s so dear, and thus to be
known and loved by them.

Indian Institute, Oxford,
February, 1593. } G. U. Pope.
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INVOCATION

Knowing, like bow displayed in heav’n, man’s advent here,
To earth my head I bow, to God in truth draw near,
Touch of whose foot earth never knew ; thus what my mind
«Conceives, I pray may happy consummation find.

This invooation is said to be by tLe Commentator Pathumanar.
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Chapter 1. The Instability of Prosperity

0o

3
el

5.

Who today dine luxuriously tomorrow beg

Those who ate erewhile, course after course, food
of six flavours, supplied by their complaisant spouse,
now roam as paupers and beg a mess of pottage
here and there; if so, let wealth be counted as
a thing of nought! 1

Wealth abides not, share it and enjoy
When you own ample wealth acquired by blameless
means, with many sharing eat the grain that steers
have trodden out! In centre poised prosperity stands
with no man, but revolves like the waggon’s wheel.

Mighty warriors fall.
Those who rode resplendent forth on the neck of
an elephant, beneath the state umbrella’s shade,
as the leaders of the host, when ‘other deeds’
destroy, shall change and fall, while foes lead away
their wives as captives. 3.

Do your duty, knowing the instability
of all things. Time flies! Death comes!
The things of which you said, ‘they stand, they
stand,” stand not; mark this, and perform what
befits, yea ! what befits, with all your power ! Your
days are gone, are gone ! and death close pressing
on is come, is come! 4

Give before death comes.
When you have gained and hold in hand any single
thing, retain it not with the thought, <This will
serve some other day!” Those who have given
betimes shall escape the desert road along which
death, an unyielding foe, drags his captives away. 5
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Death inevitable. Hoard not!

6. Man’s days pass not their assigned bound. None
here on earth have ever escaped death’s power,
made off and got free. O hoarder of ample wealth,
dispense it! On the morn the funeral drum will
sound. 6

Death inevitable.

7. Death every day takes that fount of light the sun
as a measure, metes out your days, and so devours.

- Do deeds of virtue full of kindly grace. Though
all are born, none are exempt from death, 7

The wealth of the foolish like the
lightning’s flash.

8. The ample wealth of men of mean understanding,
who say, > We’re rich,” yet ponder not their path
and end, appears, and perishes, and leaves no trace;
like the flash, when the black thunder-cloud by
night opens its mouth. 8

The miser loses all.

9. He eats not, sheds no light of splendour around
performs no deeds that merit lofty praise, soothes
no sorrow that choice friends feel, spends nought,
but hoards his wealth in vain : ‘Aha ! he’s lost i
all,” shall men pronounce. 9

The miser like the honey-bee.

10. Those who stint in clothes and food, and mortify
their bodies, yet do not deeds of deathless virtue,
and bestow nothing, Poa.rding shall suffer loss :—
Lord of the cloud-capped hills!—this the hoarding
honey-bee attests. 10
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11.

12.

13,

14,

15.

Ch. 2. Youth Abides Not

Age will come. Be wise early
‘Grey eld will come,"—the wise remembering this
rensounce the world even in tender age; but they
who joy in youth, unstable, never free from fault,
shall erewhile painfully rise up leaning on a staff. 1

All is vanity.
Served are the ties of friendship; minished are the
pleasant ones; love’s bonds are loosened too; then
‘look within and say, what profit is there in this
joyous life of thime? The cry comes up as from a
sinking ship ! 2

Men are loath to give up bodily pleasures.

Speech falters, they lean on a staff, and walk
tottering, their teeth fall out; yet, till the vessel
(the body) is scorned by all, they linger in the
house, still indulging fond desires; to these no way
of safety opens out. 3

The cherished wife of your youth.

To men that cherish weak desire for her that’s
doomed to droop and fail, supporting her palsied
limbs with a staff, and then to fall and pass away,
what anguish comes, when she grasps in her hands
the staff her mother held! 4

Endless series of successive generations.
My mother bare me, left me here, and went to seek
her mother, who in the selfsame manner has gone
in search; and thus in eeaseless rounnd goes on the
mother-quest. Such is the grace this world affords !
2
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6.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The lamb before the sacrificer.

The lamb in the ruddy slaughter-house will crop
the fragrant shoots that dangle from the garland
in the slayer’s hand ; such transient gladness of the
thoughtless, youthful hour is never found amid the
wise. 6

Fruit only ripens to fall. Youth leads to decay.

The sweet fruit from every tree that bears in the
dewy grove must fall to earth. Thus youth decays.
Desire not her whose eyes gleam bright as darts.
Full soon she too will walk bent down, with a staff
to aid her dim sight. 7

Constant anxieties about health,

‘How old are you?’ ‘How last your teeth ?’ and,
‘Do you eat two courses yet?" men ask with kindly
courtesy. DBy such close questions urged, the wise
will learn to judge the body as a thing of noaght. 8

Against Procrastination.

Say not, ‘in after time we’ll learn virtue, we're
young;’ but while wealth is yours conceal it not;
do virtuous deeds. When evil tempests rage, not
the ripe fruit alone, but the unripe fruit’s fair
promise also falls. 9

The infant slain by death.

Relentless death is roaming round, and eyes his
man! °‘Tis true. Take up your wallet, scape
betimes. He bears away the new-born babe, while
the mother sorely lamemts. It is good to bear in

-+mind his guile. 10
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‘Ch. 3. The Bodily Frame Endures Not
Mighty kings die.

‘21. Even kings that rode on elephants beneath the

22.

24.

state umbrella’s shade, like the moon appearing
over some hill, have had their names proclaimed
on earth as dead ;—not any in this world have
escaped. 1

Time is fleeting,—use it.

As the measurc of your days the shining orb each
day unfailing rises; so before your joyous days have
passed away, perform ye ‘fitting deeds of grace”;
for none abide on earth. 2

Mutability of earthly joys.

. The marriage drums that sounded out in the festive

hall, there and thut very day have served for him
as funeral drums! Men of lofty minds will note
that thus it haps, and will strive to gain the way to
escape. 3

The funeral.

They march and then strike oncel A little while
they wait, then strike the drum a second time.
Behold, how fine! The third stroke sounds. They
veil 1¢, take the fire, and go forth :—the dying bear
.the deed! 4

Death pours contempt on human joys.

25. To him, who, although he sees them bear the corpse

to the burning ground, while friends in troops
‘loudly lament, boldly a8serts that wedded life is
‘bliss on earth, the funeral drum speaks out, and
:mocks his vain utterance. 5
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26.

27.

28.

The dead body

When the ‘soul’, that, taking its stand in this skin-
clad frame, has fully wrought its works, and
partaken of life’s experiences, has gone forth, what
matters it whether you attach ropes to the body
and drag it away, or carefully bury it, or throw
it aside in any place you light upon, or 7f many
revile the departed ? 6

The body a bubble

‘Like a bubble, that in pelting rain appears full oft,
and disappears, is this our frame.” So sages have
judged, steadfast in wisdom, and have decided to end
this dubious strife. On this wide earth who equal
these? 7

The body like a cloud on the hillside.

Those who’ve gained and held fast by this well-knit
frame (a buman body) should take the gain the body
they have gained is intended to yield. Like a cloud
that wanders over the hills, the body here appears,
and abiding not, departs leaving no trace behind. 8

The body like dew on the tip of a blade of grass.

29.

Considering that all things are transient as the
dew-drop on the tip of a blade of grass, now, now
at once, do virtuous deeds! ‘Even now he stood,
he sat, he fell—while his kindred cried alond he
died :” such is man’s history ! 9

All human relationships merely temporary.

80. Unasked men come, appear in the home as kinsmen,

and then silently go. Agp the bird silently deserts
the tree where its nest yet remains, and goes far
off, so these leave but their body to their friends. 10
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Ch. 4. The Might of Virtue
The door closed. Too late.

31. ‘Yet those within are blest,” so saying, they look

32.

up, but obtain no entrance: their place is at the
outer gate. There will they suffer much, who thro’
lack of former penitence do no penance now. [In
a former state penance won for them a human
shape. As men they have now failed.] 1

What wilt thou do in the end thereof?
Say not, O silly soul, we will live desiring wealth
and die forgetting virtne! We’ll say that ceaselessly
toiling thou shalt live long ; but tell me, what wil
thou do when all thy happy days are over? 2

The wise accept the soraows of life as retributive.

83.

When the ‘fruit of deeds’ is come, the fool sighs
heavily, and all his soul dies out; but those who
reflect and say, ,’Tis old desert,” will pass beyond
the bound of life’s perplexity, and escape (by
devoting themselves to virtue). 3
Virtue is the gain. The body mere refuse.

34. As the gain from the mortal frame now reached—

38.

and which is so hard to recach—with all thy might
lay hold of virtue's lasting good. As the juice
expressed from the sugar-cane ’twill afterwards be
thine aid, when the body goes like refuse flung
away. 4
The same. The body only sapless stalks.

Those who have pressed the sugar-cane, and early
taken the juice, when the refuse heaped up burns,
will suffer no grief: those who have toiled and
gained the fruit won from embodied existence will
feel no pangs when death shall come. 5
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36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Death stands waiting behind you. Delay not!

‘This day ? ‘That dayP What day? O question
not the time! Bethink you death stands behind you
ever waiting! Put from you every evil thing; and
with all your powers embrace the virtue which
sages teach. 6

Use the body to gain the world to come.

When you examine closely the mighty gains to be
acquired by birth in a human shape, if they seem
manifold, perform not deeds which suit the body’s
frame alone, but deeds whose fruit is joy in the
world to come!

A benefit conferred by the worthy
on the worthy.

The banyan seed, though it be minuteas one might
see in dreams, grows to a mighty tree of amplest
shade; so gifts from a virtuous hand, received by a
worthy hand, thoughsmall, will hide the diminish’d
heavens. 8
Days pass.
Daily they see the passing day added to the sumof
the days gone by, as a day that is spent from
out the store of their days, yct daily, as they see
day dawn, they say joyously, ’This day will abide
with us till the close of day.? 9

Why should man maintain the perishable
body by dishonourable begging ?

Parting with honour’s jewel I mightstill consent to
live a suppliant’s life of shame, if when maintained
by such disgrace, this body could abide in strength
and last for length of days. 10
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42.
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Ch. 5. Impurity
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Any slight wound may fester, and reduce
the fairest form to a loathsome state.
< O gentle maiden, fair and good!’” These paragons
that thus rave, know they not ‘the heavenly home
invisible ?” Let a bit of skinbe broken slight as
an insect’s wing, and youneed the stick that drives
away the crows ! 1
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The body’s beauty only skin-deep.

If the body which, with a covering of skin above,
possesses many apertures, owes its beauty only
to that outward cloak that veils the false (theinner
foulness), then is it fitting to say no word of lustfal
desire which hides the false from itself by the
covering veil, but to regard that body as an
undeveloped embryo. 2
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Outward adornment is not inward purification.

44.

Will impurity ever cease {from the worthless’ body
which the great have abandoned, kuowing it to be
reeking with odours from processes connected with
nutrition, though aromatics be chewed, the’ head
covered with garlands, and the body adorned' with
false splendour ? 3
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Female eyes shall not bewilder me !

Shall T abandon (my ascetic purpose) because blind,
low men worry me, saying (that woman’s eye is
like) the water-lily in the clear stream, or the
warring carp, or a javelin? I will pursue my
virtuous way as having seen (that) the eye’s real
nature (is), like (that of) the palm-tree fruit (which
is) scooped out, after tite water bas been drained
off| 4



22 srewy wrd
wEmEwWT UG Yslod twaiGaT o Haflcors.
45. @& pensap greued p S0 sor MNemeuld s m Pid
seruyer wréser seump NECG e
eTEVGOT (HE! STEWTL! L MESTL. O BTHSHES
wed@levesrry @evorQ_mp@s Geuer.
The beauty of women’s teeth shall
not bewilder me.
Though worthless men' untaught should fret my
soul and rave of teeth like jasmine buds and pearls,
shall I forego my fixed resolve, who have seen in
the burning ground those bones—the fallen teeth—
strewn round for all to see ? 5
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‘This vile body.’
(The body) is entrails, and marrow, and blood, and
bone, and connecting tendons, and skin, and here
and there flesh interposed, and fat. In the midst
of these, what sort of abeing is she who wears the
fresh garlands? 6
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48.

49.

The body disgusting.
The fool will address the earthen pot (the body),
from which defilement oozes, which from nine
disgusting outlets scatters ppllution, and in which
slimy liquids move to and fro—and say, ‘O thou
of the rounded arms,” ‘O thou with armlets
decked, —because it is made bright to his eyes by
a covering of black skin. 7
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The body a prey to corruption.

They know not what the body is; with sandal paste
and flowers they make it fine. Have they not
seen, I pray, the vultures and their mates in flocks

with busy beaks devour the body foul when the
chariot-axle is snapt ? 8
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The eyeless skulls teach.

The skulls of the dead, at the sight of which the
gazer fears, with deep cavernous eyes appear,
and grinning say to those who still survive, ‘Guard
well! In virtue's path stand fast. This is the
body’s grace and worth.” » 9
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The sight of the skulls cures pride.

The skulls of the dead, grinning so as to excite
disgust, cure the vain lovers of life of their folly.
Those who are cured of this folly, seeing (the skulls
in the burning ground), say ‘such is this body,’
and so value themselves as nothing. 10

S, BHINN]
Ch. 6. Renunciation
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Penitence puts sin to flight.

As when a lamp enters darkness dies, so sin stands
not before man’s penitence. As, when in a lamp
the o1l wastes, darkness rushes in, so evil takes its
stand where deeds of virtue cease, 1
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53.

54.

Put away useless studies.

The chief of men reflect on change, disease, old age,
and death, and do their needful work. Those
who raving teach the endless round of sevenfold
science, and the lore of stars, are maddest of the
foolish throng. 2
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Renunciation at once.
The chief of men in quite thought discernihow
hounse, and youth, and beauty’s grace, and high
estate, and wealth, and strength, all pass away;
and thus, to save themselves, prolonging not the
time, renounce all these. 3
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Pleasure and pain.

Though wretched men suffer afflictions many a day,
yet one day’'s delight they eagerly desire. The
men of calm and full wisdom, in pleasure’s core
see pain, and quit the pleasant household paths. 4.

3
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Unreflecting soul, why not seek
the way of peace?

In vain is my youth spent. KEven now disease and
old age will come. O soul! be bold; wrangle no
more with me, but rise! Wilt thou not go where
both thou and I may gain virtue’s path? 5
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Marriage to be dreaded.

Though your wife possess no excellence and bear
no child, it is hard to get rid of the marriage bond.
For this cause since he who weds puts sorrow
on, in olden days the learned made marriage a

synonym of drcad. 6
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Patience and perseverance.
When troubles arise, hard to resist, to cause them
to break the vows which their lofty spirits bave
pledzed, the men of power set griefs aside and
firmly fix their souls in right. These are the
blessed, guarding ‘de¢ rm’s rule. 7
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Forbearance and pity for evil-doers.

1o hear with those that speak contemptuous words;
vea, nwore, lo <ay, ‘Ah, will these sk in the other
world to hell, the place ol fire, as fruit of their
contemptuous words;’ and to gricve, is duty of the
perfect man. 8
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Repression of sensuous emotions.
He who undisturbed, in the ordered way of right,
bas power to guard and guide the desires and lusts
that find entrance by the five sense-gates, called
‘body, mouth, eye, nosd, and ear’—unfailing shall
gain ‘release.’
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The bitter pleasures of life.

Though wretched men behold afflictions urge and
press, renunciation is not in their thoughts ; delight
they eagerly desire. The great in every joy behold
its pain, and seek it not. 10
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Ch. 7. The Absence of Anger: Meekness
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Disregard of the esteem or disesteem of men.

Who pass esteeming us, let them pass on! And
those who contemn and trample on us as they
pass, let them too pass on! If even a fly (especially
unclean) should climb, trampling on their head, it
is well that the wise who know its worth, should
feel no wrath. 1
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64.

Resolute men bear meekly the evils of life.

Although disgraces throng thickly, and may not be
repulsed, will those whose minds are set upon
finishing the work begun, renounce sweet life’s
unfailing worth in their impatience, whenever they
see (evils)? 2
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Rashness in speech hurts one’s self.

If a man open his mouth and speak unguarded
words, his words will ceaselessly burn his soul.
The wise who ceaselessly hear, and ponder well
and calmly, even in their wrath, will never give
utterance to words of fire. 3
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The good man’s meekness.
The low man’s ungoverned fury.

When men who are beneath them confront them,
and speak unseemly words, the excellent wax not
hot with anger. The base man will brood over i,
chafe and rave for all the town to hear, and
leap, and dash his head against a post. 4
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Self-restraint in youth, gifts from the poor,
and forbearance in the mighty are excellent

The young man’s self-restraint is self-restraint.
The gift of him who owns no stores of wealth is
gift indeed. When man has means and might to
punish every fault, il he forbear, call him the
patient man. &
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Noble instinct restrains.

As stones the base shower down their bitter words:
the noble bear, in sight of all, and let them pass,
by sense of noble worth constrained : like serpent’s
crest at once by touch of sacred ash subdued. 6
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Return not evil for evil.

When men stand forth as our enemies, and would
begin the conflict, to decline the strife is nof,
in the language of the wise, lack of power. Even
when men have confronted and done us intolerable
evils, it is good not to do them evil in return. 7
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The wrath of the base never expeads itself.
That of the good of itself dies out.

lLong tune though base men’s wrath run on, it
spreads abroad, and knows no time when heat is
spent; as the heat of water, when boiled at cooking
time, itself grows cool, the ire of perfect men of
worth abates. 8
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It is not the way of the noble to do evil
to those who injure them.

Though men think not of good received, and do
much ill to men of family whose fame has touched
the sky, these still do good; nor are they wont
provoked by faults, to rénder evil to the thankless
ones, 9
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Return not railing for railing.

‘Though a dog, in range, should lay hold of them»
there are none in the world who, in return, would
lay hold of it with their mouth; and thus, when
low men speak, not what is fitting, but low words,
will high-minded men, in reply, utter such words
with their mouth. ~ 10
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Don’'t argue with the foolish.

Lord of the pleasant land, where down the cool
mountains the streams fall as garlands!—With a
fool hold no converse. If you speak with him, in
replying he will pervert your words. To slip away
from him as best you can is well. 1
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74.

Insults from inferiors-
When persons not our equals say unfitting things,
to bear and to be still 1s worthy conduct. The
world girt by foaming waters regards not a contrary
course as praise-worthy, but as discreditable. 2
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Harsh words of those who love are better
than complaisant words of foes.
Lord of the swelling sea's cool shore, where bright
insects hum around every flower l—Are severe
words from loving lips harder to bear, if men can
only rightly estimate their result, than pleasant
words that strangers courteously speak ? 3
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The thoroughly disciplined and contented
man is happy.

Those who know what should be known and rule
themselves thereby; who fear what should be
feared; who use all their faculties to bless the
world; and whose nature’rejoices in all good gained:
are for ever free from woes.
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If a friend act doubtfully, forgive or
quietly withdraw.

When two with strict accord unite in friendship’s
bond. if one betray the other’s confidence by unkind
act, this latter should endure as best he may. And
if he can’t endure, he should not divulge it, but
withdraw himself. :
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If a friend do evil to you, think it good,

refrain from anger and blame yourself ;

but never forsake him.

Lord of the woodlands! Separation is hard even
to beasts ; therefore if friends do things that are
unpleasant, think them pleasant, bid yourself cease
(from wrath), and blame yourself alone; but forsake
not those that have been joined to you in the
intimacy of friendship. 6
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people are idtimate friends rare?

78.

79.

Forbearance cements friendship.

TIs not the reason why the close friendship of the
great is sought, that they will bear even with faults
hard to endure? Lord of the good land of high
mountains . with resounding waterfalls|—to good
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Bear want:

Though sore wasted with hunger, let not men telk
out their destitution to ungracious churls. Those
indeed who lack resolution to deny thewselves may
tell their wants to those who are able and willing
to save them from destitution 8
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Forsake pleasure that brings disgrace.
To avoid guilt is the chief matter.

¥

. Although shameful things may present themselves

as things that yield pleasure, flee from that
‘pleasure’s side! Though thou couldst see pleasures.
that cease not soon,—Lord of the land of fountains-
high |—the guiltless way is best. 9
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Never desire evil, nor eat with improper
persons, nor lie.

Though ruin seize you plan not ruin to the just!
Though body’s flesh should waste, eat not from
hands unfit/ Though the whole earth c¢’er-arched
by heaven accrue as gain, never speak word with
falsehood mixed ! 10
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Against adultery.

The fear it brings is great; its pleasure is brief;
each day if it is divulged death threatens by the
king's decree; and ever it is a deed that tends to
the pains of hell; O shamefast men, desire not your
neighbour’s wife, 1
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The sinner forfcits much, and incurs much.

Virtue, praise, {riendship, greatness, all these
four draw not anigh the men who covet their
neighbour’s wife. Hatred, disgrace and guilt, with
fear, these four possessions abide with men who
covet their neighbour’s wife. 2

syuisdwdor el miud eTuBur Gib HFFL YD,
y&s el §gsgin Qur smid Gur s&FFb
SsG P& sssb Csrarmuwnd &rULFsd
TEET QD HFFID ST 6T euett @ TRe0m
oL _arer 19 s G ed L6,

Fear on every side.

In entering in there’s fear; in home returning
fear; during enjoyment is fear; in guarding the
secret is fear ; it evermore brings fear: why shuns
he not with dread the entrance of neighbour’s
house ? 3
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The way of transgressors is hard.

If any one see, disgrace lights on the house; if any
hand should seize, leg's maimed; in the doing
of the shameful deed is dread; it yields as fruit
vast hell’s affliction: tell me, O profligate, what
measure of delight is thine? 4
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Punishment of ravishers.
Those who, in a former state, without any regard
to right, becoming associates of the mean, enjoyed
the embraces of beautiful women, and by voilence
approached their neighbour’s wife, in this state will
become eunuchs, and dancing shall earn their bread.
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Why should a man who has his own wife.
look at his neighbour’s ?

While his loving wife dwells in his home, the
tender one whom he espoused,—secking (out an
auspicious) day, and sounding the drum, for many
folks to know,—and ‘whom he guards as his own,—
what means a man’s glance at another’s wife ? 6
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Pleasure dearly purchased.

The enjoyment of the man of unstable heart, who
under the influence of infatuation approaches his
neighbour's wife and sets his affections upon her,
while neighbours spread abroad his guilt, and
kinsmen dread and mourn, is like (that of the
person who takes pleasure in) licking a serpent’s
head. 7
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The passions of virtuous men
are under control.

The disease of lust in men mighty (in wisdom)
gains not ascendancy, is not revealed, does not
remain fixed on many objects.

O! it is a cruel conflict; but fearing to incur
shame in the midst of their foes, they say nothing
about it, and it is extinguished within them. 8
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Lust the most deadly enemy.

Arrow and fire and sun with glistening rays may
rage and burn; but these burn the outer man
alone Lust rages and distracts and burns the
mind, and is more to be feared than they. 9
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Fire and lust,

From the ruddy fire that fiercely rises in the village
you may scape by bathing in water.—Although
you bathe in water, lust will burn; and though you
climb the hill and hide you there, still lust will
burn! 10
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Unchilled by adversity the good do good :
heaven’s gate is open to them.

Eyen in their adverse hour, up to the measure of
their means, as in the prosperous times, with large
rejoicing heart to give is their nature still. To
such good men heaven’s gate is never closed. 1
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Death, old age, disease stand round. Give!

Before (you) are death’s day and age detestable;
behind 1s disease that humbles pride. Discursive
thoughts indulge not. Cling not to earth. Eat,

sharing food; hide not your powers while wealth
is in your hand. 2
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It is uscless saving: fate gives and takes away.

Though dread of want they do not relieve the
woes of men who as suppliants draw near! Yet
although men enjoy and give, wealth grows in
growing time: cling to it, and yet it flies when
former deeds that brought wealth have lost their
power. 8
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Give according to your power.
Daily having given somewhat, though but the
fraction of a grain of rice, according to your ability,
eat ye (your own food).
Those who gave not in that world, men say
on this earth girt by deep waters are those on
whose hearth nothing is cooked. 4
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Do charity for the sake of this world
and the future ; and beg not.

Regarding the other world and this world, give to
any suppliant, in fitting way, according to your
ability. And iffon account of poverty giving is not
possible, yet refraining from begging is twice as
meritorious as giving. 5
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The fertile and sterile palms.

Those who live desired of many are as a fertile
palm entered in the altar’s enclosure in midmost
of the town. Those who, even when their house
grows great, give not before they eat, are like the
sterile palm in the burning ground. 6
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In troublous time charity must not be omitted.

Even when the rain rains not in due season, if all
the world should fail in virtuous actions that ought
to be done,—Lord of the warring sea’s cool shore,
where acrid fume of fish in Punnai’s perfume
diesl—how scapes the world ? 7
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Give to him who cannot recompense thee.

Denying to no out-stretched hand, to give to needy
men as he bath power, is duty of a man.—TLord
of the swelling sea’s .cool shore!—A gift to those
that can return the gift is usury ! 8
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100.
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Give though you have but little.

The beggar’s dish is filled in time.
Say not ¢ ’tis passing little,” nor ¢’ tis nought I
give;’ on all confer thy boon of virtuous charity.
Like the dish the mendicant presents from door
to door, by frequent doles ’twill be filled full. 9
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The fame of charitable deeds.

The sound of beaten drum a katham off they’ll
hear; the thunder’s voice through a whole
yojanai will reach men’s ears; the three successive
worlds will hear the word that says, ¢Men ecccellent
their gifts have given.' 10

&%, LaPdor

Ch. 11. Old Deeds
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Deeds come home to the doer.
Although you send forth the tender calf amid

_many cows, it has unerring skill to seek out its

own mother. Deeds of old days have even so the
power to search him out to whom their fruit

pertains. 1
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A merely animal life.

Beauty and youth, and glittering wealth and
reverence abide not in one stay. To him who,
though he sees this, does no single virtuous act in
this one stage of being, life’s joy stands with the
body and falls with it. 2
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Wishes are inoperative.

Who would not see Prosperity? All seek her
gifts; but as men’s ways are, so each man’s
enjoyments are meted out Who made the Vilam’s
apple round? Or who gave its dusky hue to the
Kal«m fruit ? 8
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What must be, must be.

Not even saints can drive away predestined ills;
and all the fated gain must needs accrue. In
time of drought who can bestow the rain? Or
who can check its rich abundance when it falls? 4
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Vicissitudes of life are fate.

Those who lose like stately palwms, when their
greatness is gone, become small as the millet seed,
hiding their glory within,—and so they pass their
days. This is the fruit of deeds of former days:
when you think of it, what other cause can
there be? 5
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Why ignorant men live, while the wise die.

Those that know the fruit of varied and profoun d
learning die off, while the unlearned joyously
live on. Would you know the cause?—The
unlearned possess within no ‘sap of sapience’; —
80 death deems them ‘refuse stalks, and takes them
not ! ) 6
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Why some beg from door to door.

Lord of the sea’s cool shore, where amid the wave
swans sport, tearing to shreds the 4dambu flowers!
When those whose hearts are sore with urgent
need stand begging, and wander through the long
street, in sight of all, this is the fruit of former
deeds. 7
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Why even wise men sin.

They are not ignorant; but, though what man
should know they know, yet they do deeds that
bring guilt to their souls.—ILord of the wide sea’s
pleasant shore, where breezes breathe the lily’s
fragrance round!—This comes from former deeds.
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Desires are unavailing,.

On the earth begirt by gathering waters no men
desire in anywise evil things, but choice fruit
of good things. Yet whether they desire, or
abhor, it is hard to shun the touch of what fate
assigns. 9
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Fate is unalterable. Why grieve?

The early fates diminish not, nor do they increase,
they come not in order chunged help in troublous
times is none; what haps will happen, there and
then; and so, when all things fail, why grieve? 10

x2,. Greuas»n
Ch. 12. Truth: Reality
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Broken promises.

O maid with many armlets graced! To auswer
‘no’ disgraces no man, when the boon asked
exceeds his means. It is the world's course. But
to delay and cheat fhe soul faint with desire is a
sin like his who ‘slays’ a benefit conferred. 1



NALADIYAR 49

112

113.

i14.

TumD 55500 Qupemsdar 5 pur.
BESTMHD FESGUT BeOEOT(HD HLbBTentd
GTEST QYLD (VT D6V L5600 ToulT — Y SETT LD
wireu@r St eul Sutd enBWIT STID 6O EEELOTLD

G o6uBr Bovreofl agyid Beuriry.

Natures change not.

Men of worth, and men unworthy too, retain
their natures ever unchanged. Whoever they be
that eat it, sugar can never grow bitter; and
marysa is bittter even when eaten by gods. 2
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Friends in adverse and prosperous time.

When a man moves prosperously on, devoted
kinsfolk are countless as shining stars that move
in the upper hcaven Dut when grievous affliction
bhaps,—Lord of the dripping hills'—few claim
close alliance with him. 3
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115.

116,

Wealth the essential things.

Virtue, wealth, and pleasure.
Of the three things that endure upon this faultless
earth, he who gains the midmost gains the two
extremes also. He who gains not the midmost
gains the cruel smart that the turtle feels when
put into the pot to boil. 4
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The words of the rich and of the poor.

A young heifer fetches a good price when it is the
calf of a good cow; so the words of rich men
though unlearned, pass current. Poor men’s
words, like the plough when moisture is scanty,
merely graze the surface and are of no avail. 5
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Wisdom cannot benefit the undisciplined.

O wide-eyed one! though you cook the wild
gourd pouring in salt, ghee, milk, curds, and
spices, it never loses its bitterness. So those who
never discipline themselves, though they may
learn extensive woérks of true wisdom, never
become disciplined. 6
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Scorn the scorners.

When men scorn you, before their faces scorn
them too! what has a man to do with them ?—
Lord of shore where beauteous Punnai-flowers
perfume the glades that surround the swelling
tide,—what's fated comes to all! 7
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Cows of many colours, milk always white.
Virtue one—many sects.

Though cows in form are diverse, the milk they
yield is not diverse. The way of virtue, like
that milk, is one in nature, though the schools
that teach it here are like those cows, of many
forms. 8
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120.

Four questions. The common lot.
Look well! of whom hath not the world found
word to say ?
And who have not by prudence prospered in
life’s way?
Ah! who in life’s mid course no bitter grief have
known ?

Ah! who to end of life have kept their wealth
their own P 9
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Nothing accompanies in death but deeds.

Save a man’s deeds nought goes with him, search

where you will. The body which men cherish
so, and adorn, is itself profitless indeed when
death shall seize and hurry off with it. 10

®B.. HATrurEFid
Ch. 13. Dread of Evil Deeds
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122,

123.

Men lead lives of self-indulgence.

The burning ground is filled with the corpses of
men that will not give themselves up to a self-
renouncing life, but oscillate amid sorrows; and
the maws of perverted foolish men are a mere
burning-ground for beasts and birds. 1
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Penalty for imprisoning birds.

Their legs in iron bound, as slaves to alien lords.
they will till the black and barren soil, who snared
and kept in cages partridges and quails, that dwell
in wilds where beetles hum amid the flowers, 2
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The penalty incurred by crab-eaters.

Like fire their palms shall glow, their fingers rot.
away, who loved in other times on crabs to feed,
and broke their joints, what time the guilt of
‘olden deeds’ comes home, and leprosy’s fierce
pangs assail. 3
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Bad companions.

Even things (soft and soothing) like glice, when
joined with the fierce heat of fire, will blaze and
burn, and cause bitter angunish : so even upright
men arve perverted and give themselves up to
deeds of utter evil, when they attach themselves
to those whose deeds are evil. 4
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Friendships with great and mean.

Great men’s intimate regard will daily grow in
order due like the crescent moon. Mean men’s
alliance like the full moon that rides the sky daily
by degrees dwindles away of itself. 5

permE HOHH BLyEQsrarer Gauatr @,
sraGmi aaTwSisd srisgriwdr Frissridees
ﬂrm@mmm eridgntsan @aoerdar eritdgriGser
FTro5& S QWQI_GDTJI Qeuy s B pi srmeusr
UTDUS § FIG ST SO & S,



NALADIYAR 55

127.

128,

Disappointment and danger from
foolish attachments.

Thou didst attach thyself (to unworthy persons),
saying, they are men of absolute integrity ! If to
thee who hast thus attached thyself, integrity in
those thine intimates does not appear; hear, O
thou who hast so attached thyself, it is as if one
opened a casket, thinking it contained an odorous
unguent, and saw a snake within. 6
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Man cannot fathom other men’s minds.

What single man has power to search and clearly
know the inmost self of other men? Lord of the
land where weighty gems glisten on mountain
slope, O hear I—Men’'s minds are otherwise, and
otherwise their deeds. 7
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129,

130.

Friends from self-interest

Lord of the flowery hilly land where streams
wash out and carry hither and thither (precious
things) from the marshy land !—The effusive
friendship of those who do not attach themselves
(to us) in heart, but perform certain friendly acts
merely to strengthen their own position, and who
form friendships guilefully, will issuc in disappoint-
ment to the minds (of those who are intimate
with them). 8
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Ruin from unfitting intimacies.
1f the glittering swords a man brandishes (be
allowed to) fall into the hands of his foes, it will
assuredly come about that he will thus destroy
also his own power of action. So wealth (bestowed
on the foolish) will go and burn up (merit aceruing
in) Loth worlds, and therefore the really good
thing is to keep clear of the foolish. 9
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To do good is life’s gain.

O mind! thou leavest not the bonds of home.
How many cycles, pray, with thou live yearning
still for children ? Save the good he has done,
however small its measure may be, there is no
true result to any living soul. 10
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End of Part L.
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Learning, the only beauty.

Beauty of locks, beauty of circling garments’ folds,
beauty of saffron tint: these are not beauty true,
Integrity of soul that brings the conscience peace
is learning’s g'ft: that only is beauty true! 1
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The remedy for bewilderment
Since in this world it yields {ruit; since given it
grows not less; since it makes men illustrious;
since it perishes not as long as (its possessors)
themselves exist; in any world we see not any
medicine that, like learning, removes the delusions

of sense, 2
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The learned, though low-born, are first.

The excellent regard the salt produced in brackish
ground as choicer than the Nel from fertile sul.
1t is fitting to place in the first rank the learned-
wise, though (sprung) from the lowest origin. 3
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Learning, the best legacy.

It cannot be taken from its place of deposit; it
does not perish anywhere by fire; if kings of
surpassing grandeur are angry they cannot take
it away ; (and therefore) what any man should
provide for his children as a legacy is learning.
Other things are not (real wealth). 4
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Discriminating study.

Learning bath no bounds, the learners’ days are
few. If you think calmly diseases many wait
around! With clear discrimination learn what is
meet for you, like the swan that leaving the water
drinks the milk. 5
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Never mind the boatman’s caste if he
take you over!

As none contemn the ferryman, by old caste rule
to lowest rank assigned, but cross the stream by
help he lends; so take thou teachings good and
wise by help of him who is the learned man. 6
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The supreme enjoyment of the society of
learned and amiable men.

We shall see whether any greater bliss is found in
the city inhabited by the dwellers in the ample
heaven than is felt when men of natures formed
by old imperishable lore, from rivalries exempt
keen as tempered steel, meet together and laugh.
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The friendship of the learned ever grows
sweeter, that of the unlearned ever
diminishes in sweetness.

Lord of the cool shore of the resounding sea

intimacy with learned people is like eating sugar-
cane from the (tender, ]ulcy) tip ; association with
graceless. sapless men is like leaving the (tender)
tip and eating it from the (hard, dry) root. 8
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The benefits of association with the learned.

140.

The pot impregnated with odour.

Though themselves unlearned, if men live in
association with the learned they advance daily in
excellent knowledge. The new vessel, by contact
with the Padri-flower of old renown and lustrous
hue, imparts fragrance to the cold water it
contains. : 9
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Books of wisdom are the best.
Others cannot remove confusion of mind.

If men leaving works of wisdom, that contain
well-weighed instruction, unstudied, devote them-
selves to the recitation of mere worldly literature,
they will acquire a store of empty high-sounding
words, but not that wisdom by means of which
mental confusion (that treats unreal things as real)
is removed. 14
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In adversity noble men do not desert
their principles.

Though their clothes may be old and their body
worn with want, men of noble birth diminish
nothing of their due observances. Will the lion
nibble the creeping grass although sorest need
should assail him? 1
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The high-born only have perfect excellence,

143,

144.

greatness, and good manners.

Lord of the hills traversed by clouds that touch
the heavens! true excellence, and dignity, and
good conduct,—these three things belong to men
of race that touches heaven, and pot to others,
even though they may have acquired great wealth.
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The noble only have an instinctive

sensc of propriety.

Itsing from thew seat (at the approach of worship=
ful persons), gomg forth to meet them, departing
when they dismiss, and such-like things, the well
born muaintain a~ invariable decorum. The low
understand nut one of these things. 3
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Noble birth makes duty easy.

If men (of noble birth) do good things it is naturaf
to them. As to evil things (to commit these is
impossible to them); for this would be guilt which
many would bruit abroad. What greater good
then can accrue to men than high-birth, if it
be their lot, to which the perception of all
(these things) belongs! 4
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These four pious fears exist only
among the really worthy.
Dread of unlearned ignorance; dread of the work
that base men do; dread of forgetful slip in words
which one must not utter; dread of not giving
to those that ask: those who are born of a race

not so distinguished by conscientious fears are as
trees. 5
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The fine qualities of the high-born.

Lord of the roaring salt-sea’s cool shore, where
gleam rare gems with pearls! Association with
the good, pleasant speech, a liberal hand, and
purity of mind,—all these are only found among
the nobly born. 6
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High-born men do their duty always.

Though its frame-work has perished, and thronging
white ants infest it, in a spacious mansion some
room will still afford shelter from the rain.
Thus, although want annoys them, the nobly born
even yet will do what should be done. 7
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The moon when half in the serpent’s
mouth still gives light.
Like the moon which affords light to the fair and
spacious earth with one side, while the dragon
holds the other, the nobly born do not become
remiss in works of seemly bensvolence, though
poverty (inability) stand fronting them. 8
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The deer becomes not a charger.
Men of mean descent, even when all goes well
with them, will not perform the good deeds that

the well-born will do, even when things do not go
well with them.

Though the antelope should bear a pillion;
it rushes not to war like the prancing charger. 9
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The noble even in poverty afford aid do
those who seek it.
The nobly born, even when destitute, are props im
time of feebleness to the needy ones that draw
nigh to them. 8o, when the wide river is dry,
if you dig in its bed, forthwith clear waters gush
out. 10
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Ch. 16. Great Men
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lhe good cannot endure a stain.

The moon that diffuses light through heaven’s fair
realms, and truly worthy men are alike: yet that
endares a spot, while the truly worthy endure it
not ;—perplexed and sad they pine away if but.
one stain appear. 1
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Aim high! Better miss a lion,
than hit a jackal
Whether success attend, or do not attend the
work, the excellent will even ponder blameless
ends.—Is the shaft that missed the lion worse
than the arrow sent forth, that with its impulse
pierced the juckal’s heart ? 2
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The excellent are not led by want to
commit evil.

The excellent- though emaciated and poor, do not
transgress the limits of virtue and commit evil,
With wisdom for the pillar, with perseverance as
the band, they bind (the mind); and as long as
they live they do what it behoves them todo. 3
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The good never forget even

a casual acquaintance.
Lord of the land of goodly hills!—If trodden for
& few days a path is formed over even the craggy
hill; so excellent persons, though they have seen
(worthy) men only for one day, as they were
travelling, will bind them to their soul, exhibiting
all the marks of an ancient friendship. 4
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The good listen with patient courtesy

to the orations of the ignorant.

Even when one speaks who has an ungrammatical
knowledge of the letter, but not of the meaning
who is of a low (empty) school, and is unlearned
the good with kindly compassion will listen, though
it is pain to them, being grieved that he should
be put to shame in the presence of many. 5
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Sugar-cane, crush it as you will,
is ever sweet.
Altbough you bite the sugar-cane, crushit till its
joints are broken, grind it, and express its juice,
it still will be sweet. The highly born, even
when men have passed by abusing them so as to
wound, never lose their self-respect so as to utter
from their mouth (Words of abuse). 6
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The wise free from gross evils.

They defraud not, drink not palm-wine, shun
what is frobidden, never despise and speak
contemptuously of their neighbours, nor even
forgetfully do they utter anything untrue with
their mouth : these men of faultless vision grieve
not though they fall into distress. 7
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When a man should be deaf, blind, and dumb.

Deaf to others’ secrets, blind to his neighbour's
wife, dumb to evil backbiting—if, knowing what
is befitting, a man thus abides, it is not necessary
to teach him any virtuous precepts. 8
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Seek the good they are always kind.

They who are destitute of kindly courtesy, evem
after the lapse of many days, will contemn (those
that visit them), saying, ‘they will ask something
of us’. The excellent will treat them with
distinction whenever 'they see them, saying, ‘if
they ask something of us, it is well'.
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The treasure cave.

The lowest sort of men say, ‘these are men of
property,’—cling to them steadily, follow them,
and so flourish. Is it not as when a mine of
treasure has been found, when men of good
hineage have become our friends. 10
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Ch. 17. Avoidance of Offence to the Great
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It is difficult to regain the forfeited
favour of good men.

Lord of the pleasant land whose hills resounding
water-falls adorn ! —You may not even to faultless
men do things that enkindle wrath; for when their
-wrath is once kindldd, it is hard for any one
1o change their mood. . 1
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Waste of golden opportunities.
Although those whose (pretended) wisdom is with=
out moral excellence have gained access to men to
whom approach is difticult even by gifts of gold
alas! they pass away (the precious moments) a8
mere waste time. 2
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Praise and dispraise of noble persons
only of importance.
Both disesteem and thorough esteem are in the
. class of things that depend on the estimation
of the great. Those who have a discriminating
knowledge of true science, lay no stress on either
the abuse or the fulsome praise of men who
comprehend not moral principles, and know not
the rules of propriety.
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None safe from the wrath of the great.

The serpent rich of hue, though it dwell in
the mountain-cleft, from far is frighted by the
thunderbolt’s fierce wrath; so men escape not
though hid in strongholds hard to reach, when
those great in virtue are wroth. 4
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Self-praise is no commendation.

“You know not all our worth, for equals have
we none:’ when self thus estimates itself, this
is not ‘cstcem’! When perfect men, proficients
in virtue, regard any as dear, and esteem them
as great, this is ‘estecm’!’ 5
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Morning and evening shadows.
Lord of the great sea’s cool margin !—Friendships
formed with mean men dwindling die like shadows
of the.morn; friendship of men of old renown
as shadows of the after-day will lengthen oat and
gZrow. 6
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To those who cultivate them fruits accrue.

468.

469.

Those who press their suit, fitness apart, enjoy
the wealth of kings, and the charms of maidens
fair; so all the cool (shady) trees that droop
earthward with thick foliage, give room to those
that thronging seek their shelter. 7
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Friendship brings pangs of severance.

Severance from even those who have no under
standing [lit. no understanding that understands
(#o as) to understand] causes great and spreading
sorrow.—Lord of the shore of the great, unfailing,
swelling bay —To be intimate with none is ten
million times the best. . 8
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No day unimproved.

Days gone by without learning, those passed:
without any intercourse with the great, those’
spent without giving what is fitting;—in the
case of the excellent, if you tell them over, none:
such occur. 9

QuiBuwris@u usmia, N PBIE@H LEs0, Dedurisss:

Qsren. Ppliusmug Smb.

170, QuAwri Qumend & p) Sen&enid Gp&ar 15

171.

@fwrr o_fenw 9L &&D—0 Fifluymered
Qzeveu apemLwr @ QFeenlr &pSsinsrr
e sy Gevesiar.

Humility. Self-restraint. Charity.

The greatness of the great is [the quality of
littleness (in their own sight), i. e.] humility ; the
(real) acquisition of those who have acquired (any).
one (science) is modest self-restraint. If you
rightly wnderstand things, those possessors of
wealth only are really wealthy who relieve the
wants of those that approach them (as suppliants)..
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Good companionship cures the
follies of youth.

In youth unwise, though men consort with
haughty ones and walk in lawless ways; yet,
when they join with those that know the
righteous path, their faults shall melt away as
dew from off the grass when sunbeams scorch, 1
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Six precepts.
Know virtue’s path! Dread death! Bear others’
words severe! Beware ye practise no deceit !
Friendship detest with men of evil deeds! Daily
get gain of words that fall from great men’s lips! 2
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Life has many evils.
Attach yourself to the wise.

BSeverance of close-joined friends and sore disease
and death, all these combined hap to those that
have assumed & human hody: so the truly wise
have felt that birth, from the very first, is
Jbitterness. Ah ! soul, cleave elose to these! 3
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~ Frieldship makes life endurable-
Though when you ponder it, it is surpassing:
bitterness, none hate (this mortal) birth, if in
(this mortal) birth they ever perform friendly

acts to men whose hearts are set on noble
excellence, and gain their friendship. 4

wil Sy wrenss Csi 58 H17 wlGured £ pud.

175.

176.

carym SewrBi o goyBi G&in SESTH
Cump SR TR S B F0TD—gHE
@oowr @ dBeoer b &Gor pBured & Hur
BTG BOOTEDTF FI 5 G,
The water from the sewer becomes
a sacred stream.

When water from the town-sewers has joined®
the great river its very name is changed, and it-
becomes a ‘sacred stream.” Ponder well! Even
those who have no greatness of clan, if they ally
themselves with good men of goodly fame, shalk
stand firm as a hill. 5
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The hare in the moon is worshipped.

Because it is in the bright-beamed moon the very
hare in heaven’s lofty fair expanse is worshipped.
Though scaunt their worthiness, men obtain worth
who share friendship with those firm as a hill. 6
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Water with milk seems milk.

Commingled with milk water becomes milk; at
least, it shows no more as water by its hue. Look
close, the mean men’s meanness shows not if they
join themselves to greatness of the good and great.
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The society of the good a protection.

Grass close around the stump in the field adjoining
the house will not be destroyed by the ploughshare
of the farmer; [thus] though men are weak, if
they get under safe protection, the wrath of their
foes will not reach them. : C 8
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Good tribal associations maintain
excellence, and evil ones wreck it.

As Nel that flourishes through the goodness of the
soil, good men become illustrious by the excellence
of their respective clanships.

Goodness perishes when it comes near evil
associates, as the tornado advances and destroys
the excellence of the ship. 9
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Evil association brings ruin.
Though themselves pure in mind, even good men
incur contempt because of their associations. So
in the woodland glade when a conflagration takes
place (not the worthless brushwood ouly, but) the
fragrant Sandal and Vengas too are consumed. 10
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Ch. 19. (Moral) Greatness
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