























HISTORY

OF THE

NEW NETHERLANDS,

PROVINCE OF NEW YORK,

AND

STATE OF NEW YORK,

TO THE ADOPTION OF THE FEDERAL CONSTITUTION.

IN TWO VOLUMES.

BY WILLIAM DUNLAP.

‘ VOL. II.

e

NEW YORK:

PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR'S REPRESENTATIVES

BY CARTER & THORP, EXCHANGE PLACE.

1840.

(-/¢) 1

Pad {



ENTERED,
According to Act of Congress, in the year 1840,
BY JOHN A. DUNLAP,
In the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the Southern District of
NEW YORR.




CONTENTS

OF

THE SECOND VOLUME.

——
CHAPTER L
Calsture of Ticonderoga—Ethan Allen-—Amold—Montgomery—Hh
flers, - « - « = <« = © o o o o o = o o o o o o o a
'_
CHAPTER 1L

The Johnsons—Brant—Schuyler’s Expedition to Johnstown—The state ol'
the Valley of the Mohawk, - - - « -« « « « « « ¢ « . . .

CHAPTER 111
Gates, a British officer—An American officer—At Cambridge—At New

PAGS.

York—Disputes the command with Schuyler—Hancock's letter, - - - . 30

CHAPTER IV.
General Gates'at Ticonderoga—Arnold—His efforts against Carleton, - -

CHAPTER V.

England buys foreign troops to help to subdue America—Her army repairs
from Boston to Halifax—After being reinforced, the army lands on Staten
Island—The troops of Washington—Battle of Brooklyn, and retreat from
Long Island, - - - - - « - « - - e e e s s o e o o o =

CHAPTER VI.

Lord Howe meets a Committee of Congress, on Staten Island--General
Howe pushes his army to Hellgate—Heath, and death of Henly—Hale is
executed—- Affair of Kipp's Bay—Difficulties of evacuating the city--
Death of Leich and of Knowlton—Fire of 1776—-General Howe crosses
to Frog's Point—White Plains—Fort Washington--Rawlins—Prisouers,

CHAPTER VIL

Retreat to. the Delaware-——Lee's mxscondueb-—Aﬂ'am in the north—Colonel
Meigs—Vermont--Starke, - - - - - « - - - < ¢ - - o . .

- 48






CONTENTS.

APPENDIX

TO VOLUME 1.

APPENDIX. PAGE.
A, . . . . . . . 1
B, . . . . . . . n
C, vi
D, . Vi
E, X
F, . . XII
G, xvi
H, . . , xvia
I, - . . . XXIV
J, X1Vl
K, XXIX
L, XXXIX
M, . . XL
N, - . . XLII
0, L1V
P, . XLV
Q, —
R, —_—
S, XLV1
T, XLVII
U, LI
v, LY
W, LXIv
Appendxx referred to, Lv1
Appendix referred to, L1X

Treaty of Peace of 1763—Indian Hosti-

lities after the Peace, . LXIX
Review of Vanderdonck's account of
New Netherlands, . . LXXII

Indian Circulating Medium—First Inter-
course hetween the Dutch and New-

England, - LXXXIX
First Organization of Continental Army

—New York Regiments, . . xcvi
English settiement of New Jersey, . c

MISCELLANEOUS MATTER, cxV

Ch






ADVERTISEMENT.

It mmay be thought that an apology is due to the reader
for the errours and imperfections, fewer however than
under all circumstances might have been expected, which
he will meet with in the perusal of these two volumes.

The greater part of the first volume was printed after
the author was attacked with a disease, which ultimately
proved fatal. For a time he was able to devote some
attention to the correction of the press; but it finally
devolved exclusively upon one, who had not by previous
studies acquired an equal intimacy with the subject, nor
was acquainted with the work itself, except as it came
under his observation piecemeal while passing through
the hands of the printer. For a considerable time after-
ward, the author’s situation was such that no application
could be made to him to remove doubts or elucidate ob-
scurities. The second volume is literally a posthumous
production, the materials of which have been selected
and arranged according to the expressed design of the
writer, or when that was wanting, pursuant to the most
probable conjecture.

Hence have arisen in some few instances, an apparent
confusion or involution of facts and dates, which to dis-
entangle or evolve, requires it is believed merely a little
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attention :—and also in two or three instances. the repe-
tition of the same circumstances or ideas. in the same.
" or nearly the same language. These are indeed blem-
ishes, but such as, it isconceived. cannot materiallv detract
from the gratification and instruction to be. it is hoped,
derived from the perusal of the work. Literal and ver-
bal errours will occur to the reader: in general. however,
not of a nature to mislead or embarrass him. A table
of errata concludes the present volume.

The editor begs leave to submit the work. now com-
plete, to the kind and candid consideration of the pablick

New York. February, 1540.
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CHAPTER L
(etare oF Ticonderogu—Ethan Allen— Arnold— Montgomery

~His letzers.

~ Tas coatroversies between New York and New Hampshire
3¢ peen aoticed in prevediog pages,® but when the great strugzle
N:xeea the colonies and Great Britain had arrived at a crisis
¥2x superseded ia the mionds of the leading men of New York
L otzer considerations, Tryon was placed in the position of an
¢y 10 both the contending parties. The contest between
Ln rad aad America had another effect upon this quarrel for
Wyt many of those claiming under New York became open
NS 10 the seneral cause of liberty. and of course their in-
2:ezce ia ursing the cliims of that province to the New Hamp-
shire Zrants ceased.
1735 As soon as open hostilittes had commenced at Lexing-
t0a. certain persons at Hartford formed a design upon the
orress of Ticonderoga, and beinz joined by Ethan Allen and
saers of Massachusetts, they turned their thouzhts and steps to
Beazinrton, where they koew men were to be found ready to
sart upoa a Jangerous enterprize.  Ou their arrival, a council was
aled. aad Allen assumed. or was appoiated. the leader. He
despasshed scouts to the northwand to cut off communicauon be-
tween Canada and the object at which they aimed. and then
mar-ced to Casdeton, where thev arrived on the evening of the
Th of May. 1775. Here they decided on their plan of operations.
A parey of thirty men was to march to the head of the lake and
wize Major Skene, the son of the proprietor. who was then in

Eczland, and from whom the spot now called \Whitehall was

—

* Vei L chap. 2. 2.3
voL. II-



10 CAPTCRE OF TICONDEROGA.

then decominated Skenesborouzh. This party was to zeize all the
inhabitants and cooduct them to the place Allen mad Sxed 2a ioe
emdarkation. As the main bodr was prepannz o move w e
lake. Benedict Arnold arrived with a comtniszion from the Mas-
sachusetts commitice of safety. 0 raise men and proceed w the
capture of Ticooderoza. unconscious of the previous movements
in Conaecticat and the Gresn Mouztins.  Arnold bad apooiated
officers to eniist men for this obj=ct. but hearing of e previcas
movement, hastened oa. thizkinz o ke command by virtce of
his commission frnm Massachusetts: thizs suited the deos.t:m
neither of Allen or his lm;ower. aad Aroold. indinr tha: the
mea refused to follow any other than the leader of toeir choice,
agreed to join a3 a mlun:r:-er.

The wnole torce. amouazaz to 230, pushed for the stoce of
tk= lake opposite Ticoadem=a. and were fortunate ezouri to find
a boy for a zuide. the g of a farmer, who was in the Eabit of
crossinr the lake ia his fatfer’s toar to pmr with e iacs of ms
own aze belocziaz to the zarrizoa. aand wto by this meaas wis
famuiar with every pata leadic: e the turtreeé Natiiaa Beman,
(this was the Y035 name.) was permitzed by his fatker to undertake
the zervice ; and Allen proceeced oackhicve the conguest of the place
whu:bhadrept.xsedtheﬂovwro: Le Britis2 soldlzn ucder Avercroe-
bie. with a slauzhter of ten times tze 'xbo € SLL0ET hal 30% ptem."ed
to capture it. I will Jst Allea tell in Lis owa way, the result of
this expedition

- The first a'-‘-tﬂ'nau-*al and bloods agempt at Lexicrwon. o
enslave America. thoeni zhiy eleczrifed my mind. aad f.iy de-
termined me 10 take 31 part with s counay. And while I was
wishinz for an opporticity W sizsalize myvseld ia it bebalfl, direc-
tions were privately zeat to me rom the then colony, now state of
Counnecticut, to raize the Green Mountain Boys, aad. it possible,
with them to surprise and take the fortress of Ticonderoza. Thas
enterpnze I cheertully undertook ; ard after Grst suaniing all the
several passes that lead thither. o cut off all intellizeace berwees
the ramson and the counuy. made a forced marmi kom Bea-
minZton, and arrived at the lake oppaeite Ticnzidemza. oa the
eveainz of the 9ta da_\' of May. 1775, with 23 vaiizt Greea
Mounzain Boys; aad it was with the ummost difcuity thar I pro-
cared boats to cross the lake. However. I landed eizhty-tiree
men cear the rarmisoa. and seot the boats back Yor the rear roard
commanded bv Coloagel Seth Warner : but he day beraa o dawn,
and I found mysell cecessitated o attack the %ort befors the rear
could cross the lake; and as it was bazardous. I harmiusuied the
officers aad soidiers in the manrer (olowinr: - Friends azd felow
soldiers—You Lave lor a number of vears past been 2 scourge
and terror to arbitrary powers.  Your valour has beea amed abroad,
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ind acknowledged, as appears by the advice and orders to me
iram tire general assembly of Connecticut, to surprise and take the
am:on now before us. I now propose to advance before vou,
ind in person conduct you through the wicket gate ; for we must
ths morning either quit our pretentions to valour. or possess our-
selves of this fortress in a few minutes ; and inasniuch as itisa
desperate attempt, which none but the bra\ est of men dare under-
uke. 1 do not urge it on contrary to his will. You that will
usdertake voluntarily, poise your firelock.”

* The men being at this time drawn up in three ranks, each poised
3is frelock. | ordered them to face 1o the right ; and at the head
¢f the centre file marched them lmmeduateh to the wicket gate
u-vx\ud where 1 found a sentry posted, who instantly snapped

‘see at me. I ran immediately towards him. and he retreated
HLY z-n the covered way into the parade within the garrizon, gave
i Moo, and ran under a bomb proof. My party who followed
m¢ :ato the fort, 1 formed on the parade in such a manner, as to
iace the barracks which faced each other. The garrison being
aisieep. except the sentries, we gave thiee huzzas, which greatly
surprised them.  One of the sentrics made a pass at one of my
oScers with a charged bavonet, and slightly wounded him. My
it thouzht was to kill him with my sword, but in an instant I
titered the desizn and fury of the blow 1o a slight cut on the side
of the head : upon which he dropped his gun, and asked quarters,
waich 1 readily granted him : and demanded the place where the
commanding officer kept. He showed me a pair of stairs in the
font of the garnson, which led to a second story in said barracks,
to which 1 immediately repaired, and ordered the commander,
Capain Delaplace, 1o come forth instantly, or 1 would sacrifice
the whole farrison: at which time the captain came immediately
to the door with his breeches in his hand. when 1 ordered him to
deiiver to me the fort instantly ; he asked me by what authority I
demanded it ] answered lnm. “in the name of the great Jehov ah
and the Continental Congress.” The authority of congress being
verv iuttle known at that time, he began to speak again, but [ in-
len.p.ed him. and with my drawn sword near his head arain
demanded an immediate surrender of the garrizon ; with which he
ten complied, and ordered bis men to be forthwith paraded
without arms, as he had given up the garrhon. In the meéantime
some of mv officers had given orders, and in consequence thereof|,
sundry of the barrack doors were beat down, and about one third
of the garrison imprisoned. which consisted of s4id commander, a
Lieutenant Feltham, a conductor of artillery, a gunner, two ser-
geants, and forty-four rank and file : about one hundred pieces of
aanon, one thifteen inch mortar, and a number of swivels. This
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surprise was carried into execution in the grey of the moming of
the 10th of May, 1775.”

The prisoners were one captain, one lieutenant, and forty-eight
non-commissioned officers and privates, besides non-combatants ;
they were sent to Hartford for safe keeping. One hundred and
twenty pieces of cannon, with mortars, swivels, small arms and
stores, were made prize of.

Seth Warner, who led the second division of Allen’s army, was
despatched to seize Crown Point, which he effected, the place
being only garrisoned by a sergeant and eleven men, who were
taken with sixty cannon, and of course some small arms and
stores.

Armold again attempted to take command, but Allen and his
men resisted, and after the party that had seized Major Skene and
the vessels at Skenesborough had joined the main force, they de-
termined to go down the lake and make an attempt upon St
John’s. They had now a schooner and several batteaux, and
Armold, who was accustomed to the sea, had charge of the larger
vessel ; Allen commanding the batteaux. Arnold arrived first at
the point of destination, took the garrison by surprise, (a sergeant
and twelve men,) and secured them with a sloop of seventy tons,
mounting two brass six pounders. After securing the stores
and destroying such things as he could not bring off, the
future British general sailed triumphantly up the lake and met
Allen and his detachment, who could only join in triumph, salutes
and congratulations. Allen, however, was determined to perse-
vere, and he pushed on with design to hold possession of St
John’s : with this intention, he landed and proceeded about a mile,
when he was driven back to his boats with the loss of three of his
men taken prisoners.

Allen returned to Ticonderoga, to the command of which he
was commissioned by the authorities that were constituted by the
people of Massachusetts and Connecticut. Amold was stationed
at Crown Point and had command of the firet.

Allen now contemplated the conquest of Canada, and had the
merit of first suggesting what was soon after adopted as a national
measure. Colonel Hinman, arriving a: Ticonderoza with troops
from Connecticut, the command of the place was vielded to him.

General Schuyler made use of Allen as a missionary, not of
religion, but policy, among the Canadians and the Indians of that
country, and he executed his mission at least 1o hiz own satisfac-
tien, being convinced that if the Americans could adrance in force,
the ple of the country would join them.

"hen General Montgomery, by Schuyler’s illness, was obliged
to take the command of the army designed for Canada, Allen was

sent by Schuyler to raise a force of Canadians, and succeeded se
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far as to have 250 men under arms and at his command ; with these
he avowed to General Montgomery his intention of joining him to
assist in the reduction of St. Johns, but while on his march up the
St. Lawrence, having arrived opposite Montreal, he was induced
either by the persuasion of a Major Brown who met him there, or
by his own vanity and love of adventure, to undertake the capture
of Montreal independently of Montgomery, whose orders he ought
to have solicited and obeyed. According to the plan digested by
Brown and Allen, the ﬁrst was to cross above and the second be-
low the town and make a simultaneous attack ; Brown had 200
Americans: Allen crossed the river with elghty Canadians and
thirty Americans, in canoes, on the night of the 24th of Septem-
ber, and in the morning looked in vain for Brown’s signal for
attack. Finding that his consort had failed, Allen would willingly
have recrossed the St. Lawrence, but it was too late. The British
in the town had notice of his situation, and soon poured out upon
him an overwhelming force of regular troops, Canadians and In-
dians : after a skirmish, and the desertion of all his men but
thirty-eight, Allen agreed to surrender upon ‘¢ honourable terms.’
They were marched as prisoners into the town they had captured
in anticipation, and Allen was received by General Prescott, the
commanding officer, with language and treatment unworthy of any
gentleman. After asking Allen if he was the man who took Ti-
conderoga, and being answered in the affirmative, he threatened
his prisoner a halter at Tyburn, and sent him in irons on board a
vessel of war to be transported to England. -

The appointment of Benedict Arnold as a colonel in the con-
tnental army, and the choice made of him by General Washing-
ton to co-operate in the attack on Quebec, which was intended to
be conducted by General Schuyler, makes him so prominent an
object that we must look back upon his previous history.

He was the son of Benedict Arnold, a cooper by trade, who
emigrated to Norwich, in Connecticut, from Rhode Island, in the
year 1730, and having accumulated property, engaged in the
West India trade, and marrying, became in process of time the
father of a man who has stamped his name indelibly on the pages
of our history, as that of a gallant soldier and an unprincipled
traitor.

Benedict the second, was born at Norwich, on the 3d of January,
1740. His father, then in successful trade, gave him as good an
education as the place afforded; and his father dying while he
was yet a minor, he was apprennced to two druggists. Young
Arnold was a source of more trouble than pleasure or profit. He
was noted for acts of daring, of perfidy and cruelty, as far as such
qualities can be seen in boyhood. Tired of exhiblting his propen-
sities for mischief on so small a scale, he, at the age of sixteen
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years of age, ran away, and enlisted for a soldier. His mother’s
distress caused an application for hiz discharze, which was success-
ful, but charmed with companions who would ackoowledge his
superiority, and with a licence suited to his perverted faculties, be
again absconded and joined the troops destined for Lake Cham-
plain, where he became acquainted with the scenes of his future
varied adventures. From this engazement he deserted, and fled
back to Norwicl—thus his first act of treason and flight from the
colours he had engaged to fizht under, was azainst George 11, the
grandfather of the master under whose standard he subsequently
carried fire and sword into his native country.

He was received and protected by his masters, who sheltered
him from the punishment his desertion merited ; but his conduct
was a continued source of diszust to them, and of miserv to his
mother, whoze days were probably shortened, az well as embiuered
by his present conduct and her anticipations of the future. Happily
she could not imazine the amount of his future infamy.

He, however, served out hiz ime and commenced buziness as a
druggist in New Haven. The slow increase of property could
not content this graspinz vouth: he commenced trading to the West
Indies, and from a port lonz noted for shipments of horses and
mules to that market, Arnold carried on a profitable traffick, oc-
casionally visitimg Canada in the way of trade, and occasionally
making voyvages to the West India Island and commanding his
own vessels. He is described by Mr. Sparks, as * wurbulent,
impetuous, presuming, and unprincipled.” He was eneazed m
quarrels perpetually. That he should be a smuggler followed of
course, and when informed against by a :zailor, such was the pub-
lick opinion of English custom house rezulations and acts of par-
liament, taxing the colonial trade, that Amold with impunity in-
flicted lashes on the informer at the publick whipping post, and
banished him fiom New Harven. -

Amold’s bold, not to say audacious character, with the qualities
which marked him az a leader in whatever waz danzerous, so far
outweighed his evil qualities and bad reputation as a man in the
eyes of the military portion of the inhabitantz of New Haven, that
be was choszen captain of one of the independent companies, called
the Governour’s Guards ; and when the stirrinz news of the battle
of Lexington amved, Captain Arnold without difficulty called ogt
sixty volunteers from the guards and the students of the college,
ready to march for the scene of atrife. Arnold's troops had fire
arms but no ammunition, and a refusal was returned from the select
men to his demand for powder and ball. Drawing up his volun-
teers in battle array, the captain sent word that if the kevs of the

ine were not delivered to him, he would break down the
doors and belp himsell The threat produced the requisite am-
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=uitiou, and Amold and his company were amons the earliest
of the mathering at Cambridre.
Scarcely had he arrived before Boston, when he proposed to
"e Massachusetts committee of safety. an expedition for the sur-
rse of Ticonderoza. a place well known to him, when he, as a
N civate soldier in the king's service, made one of its rarrison. His
;an was seen to be feasble. and he was on the 3d of May, com-
=xsioned as colonel in the service of the province and appointed
0 command 400 men. for the especial purpose proposed by him.
F"'“‘ehed with money, ammunition. and authority to draw on the
xamittee for the costs of stores and provisions for his troops,
Lo.o')el Aroold procecded to Stockbridzre for the purpose of en-
“séaz men. when to his zreat chagrin he learned that men from
Cacsecdcut, had already rone into the Hampshire Grants to raise
>z Green Mountain boys for the same point of attack. Amold
ivrviated officers to recruit for him, but with his usual impetuoszity
s»xexd o0, and eovertook Ethan Allen and his orranized force at
‘eton : at once he showed his commission and claimed com-

P‘o.'
$o
oy
I.

=:={: but Ethan was a mawh for Benedict on such an occasion,
1=d bis mountaineers refused to follow any other than their own

L

aen i€ader.  Arnold submitted to necessity and joined the ex-
:Zon as 2 volunteer. | have already viven the result: Arold
ezzeved the fortress side by side with the conqueror : but the post
2CT€ 10 po-sessmn. he anain demanded the command.  Allen was
@ Cevided in denial as Amold could be in requining. and the
Connecticit committee was appealed to. who immediately appointed
Colore!l Allen commandant of the conquered post and its de-
.:ende"ciee.
mold azain with an ill-crace submitted ¢ but tour davs after
_c surrender. his own enlisted followers arrived at Tl(‘Oﬂdt‘!‘O"l
Ttte wav of Skenesborough. (now Whitehall) where they had
~tzredd 3 schooner belon-*m' to the Brinsh Major Skene, which
boestt them tm.mphantl\ Jdown the lake : with “this schooner and
':&-' men. .\rvold amain had a command and on an element fami-
a0 to Lim: he pushed down to St John's, et.rprhed the zarrison,
1erceant and twelve men, captured a kinz’s sloop and four bat-
7aux. w aich loadinz with stores from the tort. he carried to Ticon-
ﬂE’n':l. In this he antic ipated Allen. whom he met on the wa
o 8t John's. Crown I’u.:‘t had fallen into the hands of Setl; “ ar-
ver, and thus Lake Chamolain with its forts, once <0 formidable
12d faul o well appointed brme'l armies. tell mto the hands of a
fw darin: unt.hcxph' ed Amencans.
The Eozlish ook pn,s,-e::mn of Jt. John's with a force much
feater than the New Encland leaders had in the vicinity. and it was
~ooured that they intended to come up the lake. Arnold. who

acted independently of Allen, and considered himself as the naval

e}
i
lo
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commander, prepared his flotilla to oppose them. Besides a num-
ber of battezux, he had the captured schooner and sloop, and with this
force he took post at Crown Point. With part of the artillery
taken in the forts he armed his vessels, and despatched cannon by
the way of Lake George, intended for the army at Cambndge.®

In the meantime, doubts respecting Arnold’s conduct in mat-
ters respecting property, very naturally arose in the minds of those
who first commissioned him as a colonel, and gave a command of
men and money, and moreover his former reputation might well
occasion suspicions as to his prudence, and the legislature of Mas-
sachusetts sent three delegates to Lake Champlain to inquire into
the state of affairs. They were instructed to inquire into his
“ gpirit, capacity, and conduct,” and authorized, if they saw fit, to
order his return to Massachusetts to give an accouut of the mouvey,
ammunition, and stores, intrusted him. Inquiries of this nature
troubled Arnold all through life : and this at the commencement
of his heroick carreer greatly irritated him. He was likewise
superseded in command ; Colonel Hinman being appointed hs
superiour. Truly all this did not appear a suitable return for the
activity and ability he had displaved, and Arnold complained
" loudly of the injustice and indignity with which he was treated, and
in conclusion resigned his commission.

Having no further business on the lake, he proceeded to Cam-
bridge, loudly complaining of the treatment he had received. His
accounts were allowed, but not without that suspicion which seems
to have attended him in every period of his life.

The military talents Arnold had displayed, his intelligence, sPh'h.
activity, and perseverance, recommended him to General Wash-
ington as a leader fit for the arduous enterprize of conducting a
force through the eastern wilderness by the way of Kenuebec River
to Quebec, a task justly considered to be of a most arduous nature,
and requiring a man of tried hardihood and undaunted resolution.
Such a man, Washington saw in Benedict Arnold, and the moral
deformities of his character, were passed over—he was a tool fitted
for the work to be done—and the commander-in-chief commis-
sioned him as a colonel in the army of the continent, furnished
him with the necessary instructions, and put under his command
1,100 mer, and several officers, who subsequently became famous
in the struggle then commencing. Lieutenant Colonel Christo-
pher Greene, afterwards the hero of Red Bank ; Lieutenant Co-
lonel Enos ; Majors Bigelow and Meigs; Captain Dearborn and
Captain Daniel Morgan with his rifilemen, so famously conspicuous

* The committee at Albany forwarded abundant supplies of pork and flour to
the conquerors of the lake.
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in every action from Quebec to Monmouth, and at a later period
in a higher command, the conqueror of Tarleton at the Cowpens.

These troops were designed to co-operate with the force which
invaded Canada, and formed a junction with them under the walls
of Quebec.

In surmounting the difficulties of the arduous march through the
wilderness to Quebec, and in every action attendant upon the dis-
astrous expedition and attack upon the capital of Canada, in which
Montgomery fell, Arnold by his ardour and daring—by his cool
intrepidity and endurance of hardship—by his resources in every
difficult emergency, increased his military reputation, and his popu-
larity with all the friends of the great cause he so conspicuously
served. I leave to the historian of the United States, the details
of the Canada expedition, and will take up the story of Benedict
Arnold, when we again meet him on the territory of New York.

Richard Montgomery was born in the year 1736, near the town
of Raphoe, in the north of Ireland, and educated-at the college of
Dublin. At the age of eighteen he entered the army, and was
sent to Halifax with the regiment to which he belonged in 1757.

In 1758, he served under Amherst at the capture of Louisbourg,
the American Gibraltar, which as we have seen, had been before
taken by the American provincials and restored to Krance by
Great Britain, to the great detriment of the colonists.

The 17th regiment, to which Montgomery was attached, fol-
lowed Ambherst to Lake Champlain, and introduced him to the fu-
ture scenes of his republican military service under his friend
Philip Schuyler. He followed the triumpbant course of General
Ambherst until the conquest of Canada was completed in 1760. In
the latter year, Montgomery was promoted to the rank of captain,
and as such followed Monckton from Staten Island and New York
to Martinico, the surrender of which, and of the Havana, was soon
followed by the peace of Febrnary 10th, 1763.

Returning with the regiment to New York, he remained there,
as it appears, some years, and then went to England. From some
disgust to the service, he sold his commission and returned to New
York in 1773. Having purchased an estate on the Hudson, in
the neighbourhood of the Livingston family, he married the daugh-
ter of Robert R. Livingston, and thus became the brother-in-law
of the late accomplished chancellor.

In the year 1776, he was elected by the county of Duchess, to

the first provincial convention held in New York.
1776 The continental congress, probably guided by the ad-
vice of Washington, as in the choice of Charles Lee and
Horatio Gates, appomted Captain Montgomery one of the first
brigadier-generals that were selected for their army.
Philip Schuyler who at the same time was selected as a major-
VOL. 11. 3

s
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general, was appointed to command the army intended for an a-
tempt upon Canada, by the way of Lake Champlain, while ano-
ther force was pu:hed for the same purpo:e by land through
the wilderness under Armold ; but intended for Schiuyler’s com-
mand.

Montgomery repaired to Albany, and was ordered by bis friead
Schugler, to Ticondero:ra, recently seized upon by Fihan Allen.

He proceeded with a small body of roops down the kake.
Being )omed by his friend and commander, they effected a landing
pear St Johns, and proceeded on their march to the fost oo
the 5tb of September, but were anacked while fordinz a creek,
and thrown in some disorder by an Indian ambuscade. The
enemy was however soon di:persed with loss to themselves, and
principally by the prompt movement of the command immediately
led by \lontzomery

Genenl Schoyler was carried back to Ticonderoga in a state of
extreme sickness and exhaustion, yet never ccasing to forward
the men, anillery and stores, neceasary for the expedition. (b re-
ceiving a reinforcewnent, Montgomery began his invesunent of ¢
Johans.

After establishing an entrenched camp of 300 men in a position
to intercept comsnunication between St Johns, Chambl! e, and Moo-
treal, he opened bis fire of artillery upon the beseiged. But be
experienced all the difficulties anzing from iccompetent guns, am-
maunition, and artillerist=—his engineer was without the rudiments
of knowledge, as such—bis troops were undisciplined, and sunk
under the effect of exposure 1o cold and wet, fatigue and unwhol-
some water. His efforts were counteracted by the in:ubordisation
of bis officers and men. The conduct of Ethan Allen in making
an attack on Mootreal without orders from the general, and with a
force aliogetber inadequate, added to the mortifications of Moot-

The captore of Allen took place on the 25th of September.
Shorily after, Mr. James Lmngslon, who had at the imstance of
Monlgomen, succeeded in raizing a corps of 300 Cansdians, in
conjunction with Major Brown, and a detachment from the army,
succeeded in capturing Chamblce, its garrizon and stores, among
which was the very acceptable acquisition of one bundred and
twenty-six barrels of gunpowder.

This success and the danger of the post of St Johns, rendered
it necessary for General Carleton the English commander in Ca-
nada, to quit Montreal, and with a motley army of Canadians,
Scotch emigrants, Indians, and some English troops of the regular
force, to risk a field movement for the purpose of attacking \fu
gomery. Mc Lean of the British army was encamped at the
mouth of the Sorel, and Carleton’s first move was a junction with
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him. ‘This Montgomery foresaw, and gave such orders to Colonel
Warner as placed him in a situation at Lounguiel to oppose the
movement of Carleton, who crossing the St. Lawrence, was received
frorn the south bank by a fire of musketry and artillery, which had
been masked, and which put to rout the whole armament. This
success, and the advance of a further American force, induced
Mc Lean 10 abandon his post and descend the St. Lawrence.

Cirleton giving up all hope of savingz Montreal, put himself on
board of a boat, and with muffled oars, in a dark night, rucceeded
in pasaing the American postzs and descended the river in safety.

Nt. Johnz surrendered on the 3d of November, and on the
13th Moontyromery had full possession of Montreal, eleven rail of
Englizh vessels, General ’rescott, and 120 regular troops of the
seventh and twenty-sixth regiments.

OUn the 4th of December, Montgomery effected a junction with
Aroold, and unmediately proceeded to (Quebec. In this fortress,
under the command of a veteran soldier, the force consisted of 450
seamen and marines ;- 50 privates of the 7th regiinent ; 150 of Mc
Lean’s corps, and 250 Canadian militia. To invest the place with
his miserable shadow of an army, less in number than the garrison,
was out of the question with the comiander of the Americans,
and the inclemency of winter in Canada equally forbade it. Es-
calade was determined on. After the cerenony of surrender and
some preparation, the attempt was made as detailed in many of
our histories, and the gallant Montgzomery fell. The Lieutenant
Governour Cramaheé, requested that the body of the fallen general
might be buried within the walls, and C arlemn granted the request.
It was subsequently removed to the city of New York, and de
sited many years after his death, with all military honours, under
the monument voted by congress and erected to his memory in
St. Paul’s chapel.®

The ﬁ)llomng extractzt from unpublished letters of Montgomery,
whten during the last and wost eventlul period of his life, 1o his
frend Schuy ler, whom he constantly addies=es in the most respect-
ful and affectionate terms, cannot but be read with interest.

Tu'ondu'ngn, .-lmrmtl l\ 1995, — lhe troops destmed for
the renerous effort 1o relieve our brethren of Canada, will in all
pl'ohtblln_\ be at St. Johns in fourteen davs."

Ticonderoga, August 25— | hope you will join us with all
expedition. Let me intreat you (if vou can possibly) to follow in
a whale boat, leaving somebody to bring forward the troops and

® As 10 the lives of Allen and \lonlgomen' see Sparks's American Biography,
Vol |. —of Arnoid—Sparka, Vol 3

truhlmwuum,m,wm.&wm
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artillery. It will give the men great confidence in your spirit and
activity. Be assurel I have your nonour and reputation highly at
heart, as of the greatest consequence to the public service ; that
all my ambition 1s to do my duty in a subordinate canacity, vnlhout
the least uncenerous intention of lesseninz the merit so justly your
due, which I omit no opponumtv of setting in its fullest licht.”

Camp, near St. Ju’lll\, S nt. 19, 1775.—* We arrived here on
the 17th, in the evening. I havs arest dependence on your pres-
ence to administer to our many wants. Major Brown was dniven
off yesterday morning by a party of British when he landed on the
left side of the lake.”

Camp, south side St. Johns, Sipt. 24.—*1 can say nothing
pleasing as to my troops. The other nizht Captain Mott bazelv
deserted the mortar battery without beins attacked, though he
made me a report that the enemy had rushed on him. I expect o
set our mortars to work to nizht. If successful 1 shall endeavour
to have deputies sent from Capada to the congress, giving them
assurances that before an accommodation takes place, Caradz must
bave a free government, and that the congress will as soon give up
the Massachusetts government to the resentment of the ministry
as relinquish this point.

I should like to have three enlightensd members of congress as
a council, immediately, lest 1 should make a rinz pas.

Should Amold come in my neizhbourhood, has he orders to
put himself under my command? You know his ambition, and I
need not point out the bad conzequences of a separate command.”

Camp, near St. Johns, Sept. 25.—** Colonel Allen passed the St.
Lawrence below St. Johns with twenty of ours and fifty Canadians.
He was attacked from the garrizon and taken prisoner, and two or
three of his men killed. I lament that his imprudence and ambi-
tion urged him to this affair sinslebhanded.”

Same date.—** \We have opened a battery of two twelve pounders
upon the ship yards and schooner. 1 want men and ammunition;;
the weather is bad, and the ground encamped on, swampy. Ve
are scanty in pork and flour. 1 have sent back ten boats with the
naked and lazy.”

Camp, south side St. Johns, Oct. 6.—* Your dilizence and fore-
sight have saved us from the difficulties that threatcned us, and we
are no longer afraid of starving. Iam waiting with impatiience for
the armval of troops.

Ve have a post at La Prairie, and a conference by Major Brown,
and some of our officers, with the principal mhabuam- of Mon-
treal, at La Prairie to-morrow. [ am too feeble in men. The
weather has been miserable. If I could s¢nd 500 men 10 Montreal
it would declare for us.

Our army shows a great want of military spirit. They petition
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for the release of the base coward Captain Mott. Qur sensible
officers swallow every old woman's story that is dropnad into therr
mouths. General Carleton is still at Montreal.™

Camp, south side St. Johns, Oct. 9th.—* There has been shock-
ing embezzlement of th> public storcs end monies. I'ray send
me Yorkers, they dont melt away haif so fast as their Eastern
neighbours. We want iron, steel, ammunition. a tea inch mortar.
Your residenze at Ticonderoga has probably enauizd us to keep
our ground. How much do the public owe vou for your attention
and activity ?”’

Camp, near St. Jokns, Oct.13th—** A general dissatisfaction -
prevails in the army, and that unless something iz done in a few
days, I am told there will be a mutiny. It seems I am at the head
of troops who carry the spirnit of freedom into the field and think
for themselves. Owing to the want of subordination and discipline,
I thought it expedient to call a council of the field officers. The
result has deprived me of all hopes of success. The troops at
the post of La Prairie have shown great intimidation, and I have
had great difficulty in keeping them there. The friendly Canadians
grow exceedingly uneasy at their situation should we not succeed.

You will see the propriety of putting Ticonderoga in a state of
defence against a winter coup-de-thain, by a stockade, and by
having a post at Crown Point. The vessels to be placed in
stockade also : preparations for a naval armament in the =pring.”

Camp, near St. Johns, Oct. 20th.—** Chamblée surrendered to
Major Brown and Mr. Livingston. The latter headed 300 Cana-
dians. He had not above 500 of our troops. It was a plan of
the Canadians, who carried down the artillery past the fort of St
Johns in batteaux. We have got six tons of powder, which with
the blessing of God, will finish our business here. 1 have found
Major Brown on all occasions active and iotelligent. We have
sunk the enemy’s schooner; our troops are now in high spirits.

The quantity of women and baggage taken at Chamblée is aston-
ishing. The officers of the 7th regiment taken at Chamblée are
genteel men. I have had great pleasure in showing them all the
attention in my power. I have not in my camp above 750 men.”

Camp, near St. Johns, Oct. 26th.—** In a few days I hope to have
a battery to the north side, of three twelve, and one nine pounders,
upon a dry piece of ground to the north west.”

St. John's, October 31.—*¢1 must earnestly request to be suf-
fered to retire should matters stand on such a footing this winter
as to permit me to go off with honour. I have not talents nor
teraper for such a command. I am under the disagreeable neces-
sity of acting eternally out of character—to wheedle, flatter and
lie. I stand in a constrained atutude. I will bear with it for o
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short time, but I cannot bear it lonz. Mr. Wooster has behaved
bitherto much to my satisfaction.”

Cump, near St. John's, Norember 3d.—* The garrizon surrender-
ed last night, and this morning we take po:session. We played
on the fort from our battery of four twelve pounders on lhe nonh
west, and of two twelve pounder-'t on the east side. Major Preston
commanded. Governour Carleton made an attempt 1o land with
thirty-four boats full of men at Longuiel, and was repulsed with
Warner’s detachment : gend all the troops you can.

Montreal, Norember 13'h.—* This morni..g this city capitulated,
and Carleton with his garrison has gone down to Quebec.” [He
talks of finishing the business at once by a vizorous attack on
Quebec.] If vour bealth will not permit you to engage in this
affair, Lee oughl Ly all means to have the command here The
troops are exceedingly turbulent, and indeed mutinous. My vex-
ation and distress can only be alleviated by retlectin on the
public advantages which must arise from my unparalleled
fortune. 1 shall call a convention in Canada when my intended
expedition is finished. Will not your health permit you to reside
at Montreal this winter 7 1 must go home this winter—JI am weury
of power, and totally want that patience and temper so requisite
for such a command. I wizh some tnethod could be fallen upon
of engaging gentlemen to serve : a point of honour and mare know-
ledge of the world 10 be found in that class of men, would
reform discipline and render the troops much more tractable. The
officers of the 1st regiment of Yorkers were very near a mutiny
the other day, because I would not stop the clmhmu of the garrizon
of St. Johns. I would not have sullied my own reputauon, nor
disgraced the continental anny, by such a breach of capitulation,
for the universe. There was no driving it into their noddles that
the clothing was really the property of the soldier, that he had paid
for it.”

Montreal, November 17th.—* Colonel Easton has six guns
mounted at the Sorrel, and disturbs Carleton’s eleven sail in the
river. I am making preparations to attack him on my side with
artillery. 1 hope to give a inal blow to ministerial politics in this

vince. I caonot retire with honour unul the campaign is fin-
ished, but that instant it is over 1 must retire.’

Montreal, November 19th.—** 1 have an express from General
Arnold—he has croased the river 10 the Quebec side—he had
been near surprising the town. Carleton is filteen miles this side
Borlel. I presume he is with that fleet. Arnold has no artillery,
and is in want of warm clothing. I have set a regiment on foot of
Canadians—James Lmnvsmn, colonel. | have declared to the
jahebitamts that I should call a convention upon my return from
Queboc. The Popish priests have hitherto done us all the mischief
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in their power. The inhabitants are our friends on both sides of
the river down to Quebec. ‘They permit our expresses to pass
unmolested.”

Montrcal, November 20th.—¢¢ Captain Lamb of the artillery is
active, spirited and industrious. The rascally Green Mountain
Boys have left me in the lurch, after promi:ing to go down to
Quebec. I am ohliged to speak to you of Colonel Easton in the
warmest terms of acknowledgment.”

Montreal, November 24th.— 1 am ashamed of staying here so
long and not getting to Arnold’s assistance. To-morrow 1 shall
gall with two or three hundred men, some mortars and other ar-
tillery. Lieutenant Halsey, whom I left as assistant engineer at
St. Johns, has run away and taken the artificers 1 had left 10 carry
on the works ; he deserves the severest punishment. I’oor Allen
is sent to England in irons. I wish Lee could set off immediately
for the command here. (Jur commissaries have made great havoc
with the public stores. There are great abuses to be rectified.
Several commissaries and other officers have lown without settling
their accounts. I wish exceedingly for a respectable committee of
congress. I really have not weight enough to carry on business
by myself. I have not above 800 effectives here ; but I can have
as many Canadians as 1 know how to maintain.

An aﬁ'alr hapened yesterday which had very near sent me home.
A number of officers presumed to remonstrate against the indul-
gence I had given some of the officers of the king’s troops. Such
an insult I could not bear and immediately resigned. To-day
they qualified it by such an apology as puts it in my power to re-
sume the command. Captain Lamb is a restless genius, and of a
bad temper, and at the bead of it: he is brive, active and intelli-
geunt, but very turbulent and troublesome.”

Hollund House, near the Heights of Abraham, Dec. 5th.—* |
have joined Colonel Arnold at fomt aux Trembles, where I ar-
rived with the vessels. They carried 300 troops equipped for a
winter campaign. Colonel Livingston is on the way with a part
of his regiment of Canadians. Mr Carleton is shut up in the
town with a shew of defence. I mean to assault his works towards
the lower town, which is the weakest part. I shall be very sorTy
to be reduced to this mode of attack, because I know the melan-
choly consequences.

Colonel Arnold’s corps is an exceeding fine one, and have a
superiour style of discipline. I am not intoxicated with the favour
I have received at the hands of fortune, but I do think there is a
fair prospect of success. I have been under the necessity of
clothing the troops. As a stimulant to the troops to go forward,
I was obliged to offer as 8 reward all public stores taken in the
vessels, (o the troops, except ammunition and provisions. I gave
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them the vear’s clothing of the seventh and twentv-arxth regiments.
1 would not wish 10 see less than 10.000 men ordered here in the
spring to protect the province. with artllery, row-gallies, etc.
The Canadians will be our friend: 30 lonz as we are able to main-
tain our ground. | am much oblized to vou for communicating to
congress mv desire of retiring. I wish like a New England man
for the moment of my release. Mc Pherson is a young man (Cap-
tain) of good sense and a great deal of spirit, and most amiable.”

Head Quarters, before (Quetee, Dec. 16th—* Yesterday we
opened a battery of ive guns; very litle effect : the governour would
not receive any letter or summons. The enemy have very beavy
metal. I never expected any advantage from our artillerv than to
amuse the enemy and blind them to my real intention. T propose
the first strong north wester 1o make fuo attacks by night—one with
about one-third of the troops on the lower town—the other upos
Cape Diamond bastion by escalade. 1 am fully convinced of the
practicability ; but if the men should appear not to relish this mode
of proceeding, 1 shall not press it. The enemy are weak in
portion to the extent of their works. We have not much above
800 men fit for duty, exclusive of a few ragramuffin Canadiams.
We want cash, and shins and artillery stores. The Canadians
will not relizh a union with the colonies till they see the whole
country in our hands. Were it not for this I should bave been
inclined to a blockade till towards the first of Apnl.”

Hrad Quarters, lnzure Quebee, Dec. 26th—** 1 have discovered
that three companies of Colonel Amold’s detachment are very
averse 10 a coup-de-main. Captain Hanchel, who has incurred
Colonel Amold’s displeasure, is at the botiom of it : a field officer
is concerned in it. This dangerous party threatens the ruin of owr
affairs. 1 shall at any rate be obh.-red to change my plan of attack.
I am afraid my friend Major Brown is deeply concerned in this
affair : he wishes to have, and they wish him to have, the separase
command of those companies. The officers have offered w0 stay,
provided they may join some other corps. This is resentmest
against Arnold.

Send a large corps of troops down as soon as the lake is
ble. I am distressed for money. D’aper will not pass in Canada.
Mr. Pnce. of Montreal, bas been a most faithful and valoable
friend 0 our cause. I have had £5000 York currency cash from
him. I take it for granted measures are taken to supply my place,
as I am determined 10 return home. If this business should ter
minate in a blockade, 1 shall think myself at liberty 10 retum;
however, 1" possible, I shall first make ax effort jor the reduction of
the town.”

|



CHAPTER 1L

The Joknsour—Brant — Schwyler's Erxpedition to Joknstoun—
The state of the valley of the Mohark.

1774 S WiLLiau Jom~sox had filled offices and performed
acticns in the province of New York of too much import-
amce to permit the historian to pass over his death unooticed. He
had made a voyage to England, in 1773, and retumed prepared
w take part in the struggle which was anticipated between the
rabng countuy and her provinces. He had assembled his Indian
fends, and prepared the Iroquois to raise the tomabawk agaimst
the coloaists : but, on the 24th of June, he died of apoplexy, at
s bouse near Johnstown. His son John succeeded to his estate
aad tde. His efforts against the American cause will be found in
the sequel. The friend of Brant, without some of his good quali-
tes, they were both scourges and dealers in mischief to the western
sad northern part of this state, even before she ook that
te. Guy Johnson, the son-in-law of Sir William, succeeded him
ss Enclish agent for Indian atfairs: Brant was advanced to the
sfice of secretary ; these with Miss Mollv—Brant's sister, and the
darocet Sir William's concubine—added to the hereditary noble,
Sr John, moved every engine, and exerted all their power to op-
pose the spint of liberty which was aroused in the east and spread
® benicn intluence even to the valley of the Mohawk. Hendrick
md Jobn Frey, Chnistopber P. Yates and Isaac Ferns, names un-
kmown to the officials of Britin, fanned the Hame of freedom 3
wmd, in the face of the Johasons and Miss Molly, published 2 de-
cdaration of rights and echoed the voice of the patriots of the city
of New York.

The Buuers. John and his son Walter N, (famous for their
murders subsequently, in conoection with Brant and his Indians,)
were early coadjutars with the Johnsons, in oppasition w the colo-
smts. They were all bound to Enzland by offices, and by the

belief that she was the stronger party in the contest.
1775 The tories of Tryon county assembled at Johnstown, at
the trme of bolding court. and procured the signatures of
many to an address, in oppositon to that of the congress. The
esunty named after Tryon, embraced all the setdements west and
wnd south west of Schesectady. This effort of the tories aroused

voL. - 4
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the friends of reform ; and meetings were called, and committees.
appointed in every district. At Caughnawaga they proceeded to
the erection of a liberty pole; but the Johnsons, vnlh other offi-
cials, attended by their associates, tenants, and followers, armed,
made their appearance, to oppose this demonstration. Guy hbar-
rangued the multitude, and told them of the irresistible power of
Bntain, her justice, and the insolence of her opponents. The
whigs interrupted his oratory, and a scuffle and bloodshed by
bruises ensued, principally endured by the liberty boys. In Cherry
Valley the whigs held their meeting at the church, in the month of
May, and, with enthusiasm, signed an address, approving the pro-
ceedmgs of Congress. But in the Palatine district the Johnsons
overawed the people by show of force, and prevented their assem-
bling. Sir John fortified his house, armed the Highlanders of
Johnstown, and with his family and the Butlers, prepared the In-
dians to act against the colonies. Brant was secretary to Colonel
Guy, and an influential agent with the Mohawks. The Oneidas,
influenced by the Rev. Mr. Kirkland, espoused the American part,
and Brant was active in opposition to him. Guy, in the name of
the British government, ordered away the missionary

In June, Gen. Washington wrote to Schuyler to keep a watch-
ful eye upon Guy Johnson, which that patriot was already
to do ; and Colonel Guy was in an uneasy position, which be en-
deavoured to mitigate by addressing a letter to the people of Cana-
jobarie and others, profesang his desire to keep the Indians quiet,
hinting dangers to himself from the New England people, and the
;leng&r;xce of the Iroquois upon those who injured their agent—

mse

The committee, however, denounced Johnson, as taking upou
himeelf unauthorised powers, arming those around him, stirring up
the Indians of the upper country, and cutting off communication
between the districts favourable to Congress with the city of Albany.
The Albany commitiee advised the people thus oppressed by
Johnson, to procure arms and ammunition, act on the defensive,
and counteract Johnson’s intrigues with the Indians. These fron-
tier whigs showed a determined spirit ; at the same time they acted
with praiseworthy caution.

Guy Johnson likewise addreszed the people of Albany and
Scbenectad) by letter, of a tenor similar to that sent to the
of the Mohawk valley. The leaders at Albany replied, that the
report of danger threatened to the colonel, was an artful rumour
raised to enlist the feeling of the Indians on his part, and against
the colomsts. They assured them, howerver, of their wish to
preserve peace and friendship with them, and the tribes in his

C .
The seat of Colonel Johnson, was called Guy Park, and the






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































